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PREFACE. 


'I'hc  Gabcrnatorial  Campaign  in  Virginia,  in  1855,  will  long 
be  remeriil)ered  as  one  of  unprecedented  excitement,  of  unu- 
sual bitterness,  and  of  a character  and  caste  unknown  to  her 
States  nights  citizens.  Wdien  all  other  States  had  faltered 
ar.d  wavered  under  the  wily  and  Protean  forms  of  Federalism, 
the  true  conservatives  of  all , sections  looked,  and  that  not  in 
vain,  we  are  proud  to  say,  to  the  Mother  of  States  and 
Statesmen,''  to  bear  aloft,  untarnished  and  untainted,  that  flag 
of  principles,  the  strict  adherence  and  uufrdiering  devotion  to 
wlfudi  iiave  alike  made  ns  the  most  powerful,  the  most  happy, 
mid  the  most  respected  among  the  States  of  the  Union.  The 
politi'‘s  of  Vdrginia  in  1855,  was  never,  in  all  her  history,  in  a 
mt>re  critical  and  alarming  condition.  Assailed,  as  she  was,  on 
rt!i  sides  and  in  all  places,  by  emissaries,  tricksters,  and  all  man- 
ner of  invisible  infmences,  her  situation  at  that  time  was  one  of 
incxf)licahle  delicacy. 

'idle  people  of  Virginia  knew  their  responsibility ; and  that 
their  course  in  the  contest  then  pending,  would  more  or  less 
novorn  the  elections  of  the  Southern  States.  With  this  knovr- 
le^liyo,  aiiimated  by  their  love  of  Democracy,  they  resolved  to 
preserve  die  dignity  and  reputation  of  their  State,  and  to  rise 
m all  their  majesty  and  power,  as  terrible  as  an  army  wuth  ban- 
ners and,  headed  by  her  noble  and  gifted  son,  who  knev/  no 
tleteat,  to  fight  the  great  political  battle,  then  to  come  oif,  of 
tise  nation. 

It  IS  oi  him  we  now  offer  to  give  (he  merest  sketch,  leaving 
the  interim  oi  his  life,  with  the  particulars  of  his  antecedents, 
windi  v/onld  fill  volumes,  and  his  subsequent  course,  which 
wiii  (loul)tless  fill  more,  to  be  chronicled  by  one  more  skilled, 
more  competent,  and  more  practiced,  than  the  subscriber. 

James  Pixkney  H amble  ton,  M.  D. 
Pttisylvania  C.  //.,  December  1855. 
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THH  HIRTII,  PAHHXTAOE,  AND  ANCESTRY  OF  HENRY  A.  YHSE. 


Hknry  Alexander  Wise  \vas  bom  December  3d,  1S06,  at  Acco- 
mack court-house,  called  Drummondtowii.  The.  house  in  which  his 
fadier  hved  at  tliat  time  is  now  (1S55)  occupied  as  a tavern-Iiouse  by 
VvAHiarn  Waddy.  His  parents  were  John  and  Sarah.  His  father, 
Joh.!5  'Wise,  was  the  son  of  John  VCise,  a Commissioned  colonel  of  the 
l:ing,  and  one  of  the  earliest  immigrants  to  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Ahr- 
ginia.  He  was  a man  of  distinction  and  consideration  in  his  day. 
He  and  his  brother  Ihilly,  came  from  the  North  of  England  and  pur- 
cliO'-xl  lands  upon  the  Chesconessex  and  Deep  creeks  in  Accomack. 
Jolm  ^Vise,  ilie  great  grandfather  of  Henry  A.,  bought  1000  acres  of 
lain!,  upon  the  Chesconessex,  from  the  Indians,  for  seven  Dutch  blan- 
kets. Uj)on  a farm  of  the  old  original  Diiich  blanket  tract,  called 
CkaHon,  lie  the  bones  of  most  of  the  Wise  family..  After  the  deail.\  of 
C'ol.  John  Wise,  this  estate  descended  by  primogeniture  to  John  AVise, 
lac  lather  of  Henry  A.,  at  his  death  was  devised  to  his  two  eldest  sons. 
‘«corge  Douglass  and  John  James  Wise.  George  died  unmarried  and] 
r.acst.nte — and  John  James  took  the  whole  of  the  manor  tract ; and  his 
I 'VO  sons,  Jolm  James  and  George  Douglass  \A“ise,  (nephews)  of  Henry 
A.,  now  own  it  under  the  orirrinal  grant.  Jdiie  mother  of  John  AA'ise 
Was  Peggy  Douglass,  one  of  the  daughters  of  George  Douglass,  a 
Pcoich  lawyer,  who  was  the  first  immigrant  of  th.is  family  to  this 
ojuntry.  His  Law  books,  the  old  English  Reporters,  and  elementary 
vrui'Ks,  such  as  a Natura  Brevium  of  the  first  edition,  Coke  upon  Lit- 
tleton, printed  in.  iG’29 — are  still  in  the  possession  of  Governor  AVise. 

d ne  lather  of  Governor  Wise  was  married  t wice.  His  first  wife 
w.ns  Alary  '^called  Polly)  Henry,  daughter  of  Judge  James  Henry  of 
I icet  s Bay  in  Northumberland  county,  A'irgiuia.  By  her  he  had  two 


.’''Oiis,  George  Douglass  and  John  James.  By  liis  second  wife  he  had 
uiur  children,  iliiam  IVashington,  born  in  ISOO,  and  died  in  1S13, 
-dargaret  D.  P,,  Henry  A.,  and  John  C.  AA'ise  wiio  is  now  residing  in 
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Princess  Ann  county,  near  Norfolk,  and  has  seven  children  living,  four 
boys  and  three  girls. 

The  mother  of  Governor  Vv"ise  was  Sarah  Corbin  Cropper,  the 
daughter  of  General  John  Cropper  of  Cowman’s  Folly  in  the  county 
of  Accomack,  on  the  sea  side.  Her  mother  was  Margaret,  called 
Peggy,  Pettitt.  The  Croppers  were  Englisli,  tlie  Pottitts  Scotch. 
This  cross  is  called  by  some  genealogists,  the  Bulldo!^  loitk  ike 
moaning  the  English  for  the  Bidl^  and  the  Mojige  for  a cer- 
tain cutaneous  eruption  that  was  at  one  time  common  with  the  Scotch, 
called  the  Scotek  Fiddled  Governor  Wise’s  grandfather,  Gen.  John 
Cropper,  was  descended  from  John  Cropper,  one  of  the  very  earliest  im- 
migrants, wlio  came  with  vSir  Edmund  Bowman  from  England  and  set- 
tled at  Folly  creek.  The  first  John  Cropper,  the  great,  great,  great 
grandfather  of  Governor  Wise,  was  a carpenter  by  trade.  lie  was  fami- 
liarly known  as  the  Little  Carpenter.”  The  knight.  Sir  Edmund 
Bowman,  had  three  daughters,  one  married  Col.  Eyre,  one  Col.  Scar- 
borough (called  conjurer)  the  ancestor  of  the  Hon.  George  P.  Scarbo- 
rough, the  man  who  put  the  Fh*oad  Arrow  of  Virginia  upon  the  door- 
posts of  the  CLuakers  near  Cambridge,  Maryland.  The  third,  and 
youngest,  married  the  ‘Mittle  carpenter”  or  John  Cropper,  against  the 
v/ishes  of  the  aristocratic  Bowman  family.  After  the  death  of  Sir 
Edmund  Bowman,  the  landed  estate  upon  which  he  resided,  called 
Bowman’s  Folly,  descended  through  the  ‘Mittle  carpenter”  to  Colonel 
John  Cropper,  from  original  grant,  and  remained  in  his  possession  until 
liis  death  in  1S21,  when  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  II.  Joynes. 

Tlie  life  of  Col.  Jolin  Cropper  was  eminently  eventful  and  patriotic. 
He  was  born  to  wealth,  ai  d at  the  age  of  eighteen  married  Peggy 
Pettitt.  At  nineteen  he  was  commissioned  Captain  in  the  Matthews 
regiment  in  February  1776,  and  that  year  marched  to  the  Northern 
campaigns,  leaving  his  wife,  7 months  endente  with  Governor  Wise's 
mother.  He  fought  under  "WashirigLon  at  Germantown,  Princeton, 
Monmouth,  Trenton,  Clndsford,  Brandywine,  and  every  where  until 
the  war  changed  its  scenes  to  the  South.  He  returned,  after  an  ab- 
sence of  two  years,  upon  furlough,  a Lieut.  Col.,  commissioned  upon 
the  grounds  of  merit  by  General  IManiuis  de  La  Fayette,  the  auto- 
graph of  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Governor  Wise.  On  his 
arrival  home,  he  saw.  for  th.e  first  time,  his  daughter,  tlien  about 
eighteen  months  old  wlioin  they  called  Sarah  Corbin  Cropper, 
and  wlio  in  after  life  married  the  father  of  Henry  A.  ^ViSC.  In  177-9 
Congress  commissioned  Iiim  full  Lieut.  Col.  of  the  Virginia  Line  on 
Continent-al  establishment.  He  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  by  a bayo- 
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net  thrust  at  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  where  lie  fought  as  Major,  his 
Col.  was  killed  and  Lieut.  Col.  fled  ; and  he  brought  the  ninth  Yir~ 
ginia  regiment  off  the  field,  cut  to  pieces,  under  a Bandatma  hojid- 
kerchief  tied  to  a ramrod.  Afterwards  General  Knox  met  liim  at 
Chester  bridge,  when  he  sprung  from  his  horse  and  exclaimed  to  'Wasli- 
ington,  The,  hoy  vjhom  tee  thought  lost  is  found.''  Tin's  won  for  liini 
in's  spurs.  Wheti  he  returned  to  Bowman’s  Folly-in  the  fall  of  177S,  it 
was  with  a furlough  of  190  days.  But  whilst  at  Iiome  within  tliree 
miles  of  Accomack  court-house,  he  was  aroused  in  the  night  by  the 
tories.  Kidd,  with  his  -A-efugees.”  liad  landed  in  barges,  surrounded 
the  house  and  took  him  out  of  bed  wit'u  his  wife.  They  bored  the 

muzzles  of  their  pistols  in  his  temples  and  denounced  him  as  a d d 

rebel,  threatened  Ids  life,  \kc.  Peggy  Pettitt — his  wife — -of  whom  he 
always  spoke  as  a '-keen  ground  razor,”  procured  for  him  a chance 
to  escape,  by  stealthily  raising  the  latch  of  the  eastern  door  of  the 
house,  when  with  a powerful  effort,  he  leaped  the  heads  of  the  guards, 
two  soldiers  with  crossed  bayonets,  and  made  his  rvay  to  Thomas 
Bayly’s,  who  had  gone  to  his  goose  blind.  But  there  fie  found  a man 
by  the  name  of  William  Indiistoii,  a soldier  of  the  army,  who 
had  returned  home  with  him.  He  and  Lillistou  procured  three 
old  Tower  muskets,  which  they  well  loaded,  and.  returueil  to 
his  house.  When  they  got  in  sight,  the  wfiole  dwelling  appeared 
illuminated.  His  wife,  vsuth  Tier  daughter  Sarah  Corbin,  had  been 
removed  to  a place  of  safety,  whilst  a train  of  powder  was  being 
laid  to  blow  up  the  old  family  residence.  Just  at  this  critical 
moment  Col.  Cropper  fired  a gun  and  cried  out  ‘‘come  on  my  brave 
boys.”  Lillistou  dropped  Iris  gun  and  fled;  but  Col.  Cropper  still 
fired  another  and  another,  when  the  “refugees”  took  to  their  lueels 
and  their  barges !! ! I’hus  he  saved  his  house  from  flames.  "Wfien 
he  examined  it  he  found  it  robbed  and  riddled.  They  had  broken 
open  and  sacked  every  piece  of  furniture  in  the  house,  smasfied  all  the 
crockery,  and  carried  off  all  of  his  jewelry  and  family  relics,  together 
witli  his  mother’s  .and  fatfier’s  watches.  They  also  had  bound  and 
taken  to  tfteir  barges  some  tjiifty  odd  of  his  slaves.  The  next  day 
lie  sent  a flag  of  truce  by  liilliston,  demanding  Ins  properly,  especially 
his  filial  keepsakes,  his  father's  and  mother’s  trinltets.  The  reply  lie 
got  was  in  substance  thus  : “ Tlie  property  whom  you  call  slaves  are 
iiege  subjects  of  his  Majesty  George  the  3d,  who  don't  desire  to  re- 
turn to  tfie  bondage  of  a rebel  subject.  We  have  no  otfier  property 

of  yours  except  a paper  of  pins  of  the  manufacture  of  your  d u 

allies  the  French:  in  lieu  of  that  we  send  you  a paper  of  pound  pins 
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of  good  and  liege  mamifactnre,  knowing  as  Ve  do  that  your  women 
have  to  go  to  the  thorn-bashes  to  get  the  pins  to  tuck  up  their  smocks/’ 
That  was  all  Col.  Cropper  ever  got,  except  a remarkable  death  caused 
by  that  very  paper  of  English  pound  pins.  Thus  he  was  compelled 
to  ask  for  an  extension  of  his  furlough.  He  rode  all  the  way  from 
Accomack  to  Valley  Forge  to  get  it.  The  diary  of  his  trip  is  still  in 
the  possession  of  the  family.  The  result  was,  his  furlough  was 
iadefinitely  extended,  in  consideration  that  he  had  served  through 
the  Northern  campaigns,  and  was  not  drafted  for  the  Southern  under 
General  Greene,  He  returned,  but  remained  active  in  service. 
Governor  Nelson  commissioned  him  county  Lieut,  for  Accomack, 
and  as  such,  lie  had  to  bring  the  cannon  out  against  the  tories 
at  Accomack  court-house,  and  fought  the  battle  of  Henry’s  Point, 
where  his  life  was  saved  by  his  body  servarjt  George  Latchom.  He 
took  this  command  temporarily  until  he  should  be  again  called  into 
the  service.  As  county  lu’eut.  he  was  in  constant  correspondence 
with  Governor  Nelson,  and  furnished  the  army  at  Yorktown  v/ith 
many  supplies,  particularly  peach  brandy,  for  which  the  Eastern  Shore 
has  long  been  noted.  last  his  struggles  for  independence  ended, 
but  not  until  tb.e  very  last  day  of  the  Revolution.  Kidd  with  his 
“refugees’’  had  been  scouring  the  whole  coast  of  ^Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia. The  States  at  that  time  had  their  separate  fleets  of  barges. 
Commodore  IJarrou  was  in  command  of  the  Virginia,  and  Commodore 
Vvhaleyof  the  ^Maryland  fleets.  These  fleets  consisted  of  barges 
about  eigfity  feet  keel,  carrying  sixteen  oars  and  a swivel,  or  gun  upon 
tlie  I, dig  Tom  pri:iciple,  in  the  bow,  upon  the  Chesapeake  bay.  Just 
such  had  Kidd.  The  Accomack  and  Northampton  regiment  had  been 
cut  up  and  taken  prisoners  at  the  battle  of  Germantown,  Among 
tliern  was  Capt.  Thomas  Parker  of  Accomack,  afterwards  Col.  Parker. 
He  with  Col.  Levin  Joynes  were  exchan2:ed  and  came  home.  Com- 
modore  Whaley  with  his  second  Lieut.  I.eviu  Handy  of  JId,  came  to 
Accomack  C.  H.  and  told  Cols.  Cropper,  Parker  and’ Joynes,  that  Kidd 
was  coming  down  the  bay,  outside  of  Tangier,  with  six  barges,  atid 
that  he  had  five  in  Vvkatts’  island  or  Pocomoke  Sound,  and  that  if  he 
could  get  another  barge  from  Virginia,  he  could  meet  and  capture  the 
enemy.  Cols.  Cropper,  Parker  and  Joynes  immediately  volunteered 
and  got  seventy-five  picked  men  to  join  them  upon  condition  tliat  Com. 
Whaley  and  liis  second  Lieut.  Handy  was  to  command  tliem.  "^i'iie 
condition  was  accepted,  and  the  barge  Victory  was  then  lying  in  Onan- 
cock  creek  ready.  Siie  was  hauled  up  and  caulked,  equipped  and  made 
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out  into  the  bay.  Kidd  and  his  six  barges  were  in  the  northwestj  about 
ten  miles  distant,  from  the  moutli  of  Onancock  creek.  Robert  Handy, 
first  Lieut,  and  brother  of  LeVin  Handy,  was  about  the  same  distance, 
in  the  north.  Whaley  made  signal  for  the  Maryland  barges  to  join  the 
Virginia  barge  Victory,  instead  of  doing  so  they  turned  and  fled  to  the 
mouth  of  Pocomoke.  This  so  chagrined  Com.  Whaley  that  he  begged 
the  Virginians  to  fight,  but  declined  to  command  them  to  do  so,  as  his 
own  barges  had  so  ingloriously  fled.  volunteers  cheered  him  into 

action,  and  one  barge,  the  Victory,  went  up  into  action  against  six,  gun- 
wale to  gunwale,  and  had  made  three  strikes,  when  alas,  her -magazine 
took  fire,  blew  up  the  barge  and  all  overboard,  dashing  everything  to 
atoms,  and  killing  every  man  on  board  except  Cols.  Cropper,  Parker,  and 
a Scotchman  by  the  name  of  Gibb.  They  were  picked  up  out  of 
the  water  as  prisoners  of  war.  Col.  Cropper  received  a sabre  cut  on 
his  head  as  he  was  taken  into  the  bargre  of  Kidd  that  well  niuh  cost 
him  his  life.  Col.  Cropper  said  the  last  he  saw  of  the  gallant  Lieut. 
Hafidy  (a  few  moments  before  the  blow  up)  his  right  arm  was  hanging 
by  a shred  of  flesh,  and  with  his  left  hand  be  was  fnrowing  cold  grape- 
shot  at  the  enemy.  This  battle  was  fought  the  very  day  the  definitive 
articles  of  peace  were  signed  at  Paris.  Maryland  has  Col.  Cropper's 
report  of  this  bloody  action, ""'but  has  never  told  it  to  the  world,  as  wc 
have  ever  seen  or  heard  of,  although  her  Goldsboroiigli  wrote  a his- 
tory of  Naval  warfare.  Her  gallant  Whaley,  the  hero  of  the  fight, 
still  lies  upon  the  banks  of  the  Onancock  with  not  a stone  to  comme- 
morate his  patriotic  ashes.  This  was  decidedly  one  of  the  bloodiest 
engagements  during  the  Revolution.  The  three  prisoners  were  ex- 
dianged  at  Accomack  C.  H.,  and  the  friends  were  dressing  the  wound 
of  Col,  Cropper,  when  his  wife  appeared  with  her  infantrdaLighteig  Mar- 
garet Bayly,  (the  mother  of  General  Thomas  H.  Bayly,)  sobbing,  say- 
ing “ you  deserve  it,  a Continental  army  officer,  to  be  leaving  your 
vfife  and  children  to  fight  sailors.on  the  water.”  Her  sobs  were  hectic, 
and  m pintiing  her  child’s  dress  with  one  of  the  English  pound  pins 
in  her  month,  she  inhaled  it  into  her  lungs  and  was  killed.  Washing- 
ton gave  Col.  Cropper  command  of  the  fourteen  lower  counties,  when 
about  to  raise  the  Provincial  army,  with  a letter  of  compliment,  which 
I suppose  all  tiie  wealth  of  tlie  Indies  could  not  buy  away  from 
the  pride  of  the  family.  H-e  was  President  of  the  Cincinnati  So- 
ciety of  Virginia,  was  in  the  State  Senate,  made  and  died  a Brigadier 
General  of  the  Eastern  Shore  regiment  in  the  month  of  .lannary  1S'21, 
aged  65  years.  His  mother  was  Sarah  Corbin,  the  daughter  of  a Col. 
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Corbin  of  a numerous  family  in  the  Low  Lands.  Col.  Cropper’s  first 
wife  was  Peggy  Pcttitt.  By  her  he  had  two  daughters,  Sarah  Corbin, 
the  mother  of  Governor  Wise,  and  Margaret  Pettitt,  the  mother  of  the 
Hon.  Thomas  II.  Bayly.  His  second  wife  was  Catharine  Bayley, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Bayly  of  Accomack.  She  died  in  1854.  Her 
eldest  son.  Thomas  Bayly  Cropper,  was  for  some  time  commander  of 
one  of  largest  San  Francisco  steamers. 

The  politics  of  Mr.  Wise’s  ancestors — ms  education,  pp.ofeS” 

SION  AND  FIRST  MARRIAGE. 

The  ancestors  of  Governor  Wise  on  both  sides  were  Virginia  Fede- 
ralists. His  father  was  a man  of  soimd  practical  miiid,  charitable  and 
liberal.  He  acquired  considerable  fortune  by  his  profession,  the  law. 
Prior  to  ISOO  he  was  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  recollection  of  Judge  Stanard,  was  a supporter  of  the  cele- 
brated resolutions  of  ’98  and  ’99.  In  the  liasty  arrangement  of  this 
sketch,  we  have  not  had  the  opportunity  to  examine  the  House  Jour- 
nal of  that  day.  We  are  inclined  to  doubt  the  fact  as  to  Mr.  Speaker 
Vfisa’s  supporting  those  resolutions,  because  their  passage  created  an 
epidemic  in  the  ranks  of  the  Federal  party^and  its  aliases,  from  wdiich 
they  have  never  recovered.  At  the  time  of  the  birth  of  Governor 
Wise  his  father  was  clerk  of  the  courts  of  Accomack.  He  died  in 
1812. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Wise’s  father,  in  1812,  and  his  mother, 
in  131b,  he  was  taken  to  Bowman's  Folly,  the  old  family  seat 
of  his  ancestor,  the  kniglr,  Sir  Edmund  Bowman.  Soon  there- 
after he  was  sent  to  Accomack  court-house,  and  for  the  first  time 
put  under  the  charge  of  an  old  friend  of  his  father,  a childless  man 
v/ith  a good  wife,  John  Y.  Buudick,  to  commence  his  education.  He 
Avas  only  suffered  to  remain  with  Mr.  Bundick  a very  short  time,  when 
he  was  placed  under  the  care  of  two  patemal  aunts,  at  Clifton,  on  the 
Chesconessex  creek.  His  elder  aunt,  MiT.  Oaten,  taught  him  his  let- 
ters and  the  Lord's  prayer.  He  remained  at  Clifton  two  years,  and 
was  sent  to  Margaret  academy.  T'his  school  is  said  to  have  been 
Wretchedly  conducted  The  hoys  that  were  sent  there  learned  no- 
thing but  miscliief,  or- J to  murder  Greek  and  Latin.  Consequently, 
the  time  he  spent  a.  Margaret  academy  was  almost  squandered,  lie 
avas  sent  from  there,  in  his  si.xteentli  year,  to  Washington  college, 
Pennsylvania.  He  reached  there  in  1822,  and,  with  much  diiilculty, 
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entered  the  Sophomore  class.  The  college  at  that  time  was  under  the 
dominion  of  the  Scotch  Irish  Presbyterians.  Dr.  Andrew  Wylie  was 
the  President  and  the  head  and  front  of  the  institution.  It  is  said  he 
was  a gentleman,  a philosopher,  a linguist,  and  a metaphysician — a blue 
stocking  who  loved  gallantry  and  high  game  in  his  pupils.  He  was  also  a 
cavalier  wdio  loved  virtue  for  virtue's  sake,  truth  for  truth’s  sake,  and  his 
fellow  creatures  for  their  own  sake.  At  the  time  Mr.  Wise  commenced 
liis  collegiate  course  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  there  were  two 
most  excellent  literary  societies,  the  Union  and  the  Washington.  He 
joined  the  former.  It  was  the  custom  with  these  literary  societies  to 
contest  every  spring  with  each  other  the  palm  of  debating,  of  original 
oration,  of  essay  v/riting,  and  of  select  oratory.  In  the  spring  of 
1S23  Mr,  Wise  had  given  such  evidences  at  this  early  hour  of  his 
oratorical  powers,  that  he  was  selected  by  his  society  as  the  champion 
to  deliver  the  original  oration.  Mr.  Tomlinson,  about  twenty  years  of 
age,  from  near  Cumberland,  IMaryland,  was  the  champion  of  the  Wash- 
ington. The  orations  were  delivered  and  decided  by  the  judges  in 
favor  of  Henry  A.  Wise.  Mr.  Tomlinson  declared  from  that  limG* 
eternal  hostility  to  all  beards;  for,  said  he,  ‘‘it  was  the  beard  upon 
my  face  that  caused  a child  to  strip  me  of  my  honors.”  -Mr.  Wise 
was  chosen  orator  by  the  Union  society  three  times  during  liis  colle- 
giate career,  gaining  the  victory  twice,  and  the  third  time  bringing  the 
judges  down  to  a tie  vote. 

He  graduated  in  1S25,  a short  time  before  he  was  nineteen  : divi- 
ding the  first  honor  with  a young  man  by  the  name  of  Mitchell,  from 
Maryland.  ^Vdlliam  H.  McGuffey  (Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  at 
the  University  of  Virginia)  would  have  taken  the  same  honor  without 
any  o|>ponent  had  he  remained  the  session  out.  He  was  tried  and  sus- 
pended for  thrashing  a fellow  student.  Mr.  Wise  volunteered  his  de- 
fence before  the  faculty.  He  pleaded  guilty.  His  young  aliorne);  justi- 
fied his  course,  and  came  well  nigh  si'lfering  the  penalty  of  his  client. 
The  standu.ig  of  Mr.  iMcGairey  was  such  that  the  facnltv  gave 
him  a diploma  witliout  examination.  He  left  college  before  the 
commencement.  'Fhis  wnas  the  first  case  in  which  Mr.  Wise 
appeared  as  a lawyer.  How  now  stand  these  gentlemen  of  the 
same  Alma  Mater?  One  adorns  the  chair  of  Moral  Philosophy  in  the 
greatest,  best  regulated,  best  conducted  and  most  Republican  Univer- 
sity in  the  land:  and  the  other  presides  over  the  Coninionwealcli  of 
Virginia,  Mr.  Wise  left  college  in  1S2.5,  returning  through  Canada 
and  New  York  home,  lie  commenced  the  study  of  law  by  reading 
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■ Blackstone,  in  the  school  of  Henry  St.  George  Tucker,  in.  the  v/inter 
of  1S25-26.  He  reinaineu  with  Judge  Tucker  until  the  fall  of  1S2S, 
when  he  returned  home  and  cast  his  maiden  vote  for  General  Andrew 
■ Jackson  for  President  in  the  electioti  of  1S2S. 

In  1S2T,  whilst  Mr.  \Yise  was  at  Winciiester,  he  addressed  his  first 
wife,  Miss  Ann  Eliza  Jennings,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  O.  Jennings,  1). 
D.,  of  Washington  Oollege.  He  became  enamored  of  this  lady  whilst 
at  college,  and  never  rested  until  the  marriage  rites  were  celebrated,  on 
the  8th  day  of  October  1S2S,  in  tlie  city  of  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
where  her  father  had  been  called  as  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  con- 
gregation of  that  place.  Mr.  W'ise  had  made  his  arrangements  pre- 
viously to  leaving  Virginia  to  settle  in  Nashville,  which  he  did.  He 
soon  formed  a copartnership  in  the  law  with  7'homas  Duncan,  Esq., 
who  was  soon  afterwards  accidentally  killed  in  Louisiana.  Mr.  Wise 
had  some  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and  a respectable 
practice  for  a young  man  and  a stronger.  But  still  he  sighed  for  the 
’•  milk  of  the  ocean,”  his  owm”  native  Virginia.  To  gratify  his  wife, 
he  made  every  effort  to  be  satisfied  in  Nashville.  But  despite  all  that 
he  could  do,  he  was  unhappy  outside  his  native  State.  There  is  some- 
thine:  peculiar  about  Virginians  in  tliis  respect.  ' We  rarely  if  e\Ar  find 
one,  no  matter  how  well  he  may  be  doing,  satisfied  for  any  length  of 
time  in  any  State  but  his  own.  JViiy  it  is,  remains  yet  to  be  solved. 
Finally,  to  gratify  this  wish  of  his  heart,  he  determined,  with  the  coii- 
- sent  of  his  wife,  to  return  to  Accomack;  which  he  did  in  the  fail  of 
1S30,  When  he  arrived  home,  the  scenes  of  his  boyhood  exhilarated 
and  enlivened  a feeble  frame  wiiicli  had  almost  fallen  a prey  to  melan- 
choly. The  hallowed  associations  of  youthful  days  v/ere  brought 
fresh  to  his  recollection,  and  once  more  with  buoyant  spirits  and  a 
-hopeful  heart,  he  was  ready  to  lanncli  forth  into  the  world  to  breast 
all  storms,  and  to  meet  and  gra[gfle  with  every  obstacle.  As  soon  as 
the  spring  opened,  he  entered  n*pon  the  duties  of  his  profession.  He 
found  at  the  bar,  as  competitors,  George  P.  Scarburg,  Carter  M.  Brax- 
ton, P.  P.  afayo,  M.  ^V.  Fisher,  and  \ esnasian  KIlis,  now  editor  of  a 
paper  at  Washington  City  called  the  which  professed  at  one 

time  to  he  the  mouth-piece  ot  the  late  Know  Nothing  party,  but  now 
shows  strong  proclivities  tor  being  an  ally  of  Horace  Greeley.  Mr. 
Wise’s  abilities  and  legal  proficiencies  soon  brought  liini  into  com- 
mand of  an  extensive  and  incraiive  practice,  which  lie  continued  to 
hold  so  long  as* his  mind  wasdrawf!  tmm  political  matters.  His  great 
forte  as  a lawyer  is  his  great  power  betore  a jury.  He  has  no  supe- 
rior as  a criminal  lawyer. 
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The  commencement  of'  Mr.  Wise’s  political  life.  His  fiest 

ELECTION  TO  CONGRESS.  DeEL  WITH  lllCHARD  COEE.  ReMOV’'AL 

I 

OF  THE  DEPOSITS.  CaPTAIN  OF  THE  AWKWARD  SIJ.UAD. 

There  is  no  politician  Avho  ever  lived,  who  has  ever  been  half  as 
much  misrepresented  as  Heniy  A.  Vf  ise.  Born,  it  is  true,  like  a majo- 
rity of  our  early  distinguished  men,  of  Federal  parents,  yet  lie,  as  early 
as  iS2-l,  when  only  eighteen  years  old,  declared  himself  in  favor  of 
Wm.  H.  Crawford  of  Georgia,  the  States  Right  candidate  for  Presi- 
dent. Owing  to  indisposition  Mr.  Crawford  was  withdrawn  from  the 
field,  when  IMr.  Wise  declared  in  favor  of  General  Jackson,  and  would 
have  voted  for  him  had  he  been  of  age.  In  1S28,  John  Q.  Adams, 
Henry  Clay  and  General  Jackson  were  candidates  for  the  Presidency. 
He  cast  his  maiden  vote,  as  we  have  before  mentioned,  for  General 
Jackson,  He  was  sent  from  the  A"ork  district  in  1S32  a delegate  to 
tfie  Baltimore  National  Democratic  Conventiom  In  that  Convention 
he  supported  General  Jackson  in  preference  to  any  man,  but  when 
Martin  Van  Buren  received  the  nomination  for  tlie  Yice-Presidency,  he 
arose  and  said,  ” olr.  President,  in  tiie  vernacular  of  the  negro's  song, 

‘ if  I had  had  not  come  liere,  I would  not  have  been  here.’  I will  not 
not  vote  for  your  nominee  for  Vice-President,  my  vote  shall  be  cart 
for  Philip  P,  Barbour  of  Virgitiia  for  that  office.”  Mr.  JVise,  wuh 
many  others,  voted  for  Jackson  and  Barbour.  The  electoral  college 
of  Alabama  did  trie  same  thing. 

In  1S32  and  *33  tira  mania  of  Nullification  raged.  Mr.  Wise  es- 
poused the  principle  expressed  in  the  celebrated  resolutions  of  I79S- 
99,  as  reported  by  James  JIadison  ; ‘Ghat  each  State  for  itself  is  tlie 
judge  of* the  infraction  and  of  the  mode  and  manner  of  redress.” 
Consequently  he  was  opposed  on  the  one  hand  to  the  Federal  heresies 
of  the  Proclamation,  Force  bill,  S^c.,  and  on  tlie  other  hand  to  the  re- 
medies of  South  Carolina.  His  vievv's  in  full  upon  this  subject  are 
sec  forth  in  his  first  address  to  tiie  York  district  in  1333. 

We  will  here  introduce  an  extract  of  r.  letter,  with  the  eommeiits.  of 
Father  Ritchie  upon  the  position  Mr.  Wise  occupied  at  that  time. 

Extract  of  a Jelter,  from 

‘‘Norfolk  Borough,  Jfarcb  21, 

“ I was  o,t  Nevr  K'DCt  Court,  this  day  week,  where  A.  Stevensoa  delivered  r.c 
t.tccdlent  Speech,  opposed  by  Mr.  Robertson  who  also  spoke  : and  from  what  1 
could  see  and  hear,  Jlr.  A.  Stevenson's  Speech  was  liked  much  the  best.  On 
Monday  ia.st  I was  at  ifork  Court,  where  i hoard  more  speaking.  Mr.  llcnry 
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A.  TVise  from  Accomack  spoke  for  tliree  hours,  ami  Mr.  Richard  Coke  replied 
to  him,  until  he  gave  out,  which  vms  until  night.  Some  parts  of  3Ir.  W.'s 
Speech  bore  very  hard  upon  jMr.  Coke.  Mr.  W.  in  the  first  place  asked  Mr,  C. 
if  he  was  in  favor  of  Nullification.  Mr.  C.  replied  in  words  to  this  effect;  if  a 
State  was  oppressed,  she  .had  a right  to  nullify.  These  might  not  be  the  exact 
words;  but  they  amounted  to  this.  Mr.  W.  then  spoko  of  some  letters  which^ 
Mr.  Coke  had  written  to  gentlemen  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  giving  them  authority 
to  contcadict  any  report  about  his  being  a Nullificr — declaring  that  be  was  no 
NulliSer. — Mr,  Wise  asked,  ‘Mf  you  are  no  Nuilifier  on  the  Eastern  Shore, 
where  they  are  opposed  to  it,  and  a Nuilifier  at  home,  where  they  are  in  favor  of 
it,  I do  not  know  how  you  can  be  both.”  f'lr.  Coke  then  stopped  Mr.  Wise, 
and  said  that  he  spoke  of  private  letters,  and  he  should  consider  it  as  a personal 
affair,  and  should  treat  it  as  such.  i\fr.  Vfise  said,  very  well,  Sir,  I am  ready 
for  you  in  any  way;  but  I insist  upon  it,  that  these  letters  W'ere  not  private,  in> 
asmuch  as  you  authorized  these  gentlemen  to  circulate  what  is  contained  in 
them;  and  no  matter  how  disagreeable  it  is  to  you  at  this  time,  you  must  bear 
it.”  I thought  they  would  have  made  a personal  affair  of  it,  but  it  turned  out 
differently.  Mr.  W.  also  said  how  many  copies  of  the  ‘Nleffersonian  and  Vir- 
ginia Tioies’'  had  been  franked  and  paid  for,  and  sent  to  persons  in  that  section 
who  bad  never  ordered  it — Mr.  W,  is  opposed  to  Nuiiiaeation,  and  for  Virginia 
State  Rights,  and  in  favor  of  the  present  Administration.  He  said  he  had  un- 
derstood that  IMr,  Ritchie  had  declared  that  he  (3Ir.  11.)  did  not  think  be  had 
written  bis  Address — but  Mr.  said  that  was  a small  matter,  and  they  could 
judge  of  that  for  themselves.  He  is  a very  clever  man — about  27  years  of  ago.” 

Mr.  Wise  has  been  misinformed.  V"e  have  never  uttered  the  idea' that 
he  has  attributed  to  us.  We  have  not  the  pleasure  of  being  personally  ac- 
quainted with  him— -but  every  account  that  we  have  heard  of  him,  from  those  in 
whose  opinions  we  confide,  is  of  the  most  favorable  character.  'We  understand 
that  he  possesses  talents  of  a high  order.  His  Address  is  a masterly  refutation 
of  many  of  the  errors  of  the  day — the  doctrines  of  Consol ulat ion  as  well  as  of 
iXuUiJication.  We  bad  intended  to  lay  copious  extracts  of  it  before  our  readers 
—but  the  lonj  tallcs  of  the  Orators  at  "Washington  have  hitherto  prevented  it. 
We  disagree  with  him  in  what  he  says  of  a Bank  of  the  United  States ; though 
he  does  not  seem  to  relish  the  present  Ihank.  dir.  AVise  has  been  bitterly  as- 
sailed by  the  Nullifiers — but  he  is  fully  able  to  defend  himself.  He  asks  no 
quarter  from  them — and  he  will  give  none. — Editors. 

UpoPx  examino-tioa  we  find  tliat  Mr.  Wise  snstained  the  administra- 
tion of  General  Jackson  principally  to  pre.serve  the  Union  at  that  time 
from  the  threatening  attitiido  of  South  Carolina,  but  still  condemned 
the  course  of  General  Jackson,  thinking  that  oilier  and  milder  inccris 
should  have  been  used  at  that  particular  crisis.  Air.  AVise  was  as 
much  opposed  to  the  cause  that  brought  about  Nullification  as  John  C. 
Calhoun  or  any  other  citizen,  of  South  Carolina;  but  after  a high  pro- 
ticlive  biij  had  passed  he  thought  as  Mr.  Calhoun  did,  that  the  bill 
was  unconstitutional,  and  could  be  compromised  before  the  ordinance 
of  South  Carolina  was  passed,  as  it  was  afterwards.  In  sustaining  th.e 
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Proclamation,  therefore,  lie  was  only  supporting  the  executive  of  the 
nation,  and  nothing  more. 

In  1S33,  Mr.  Kichard  Coke  of  Williamsburg,  the  former  incumbent 
of  the  York  district  in  Congress,  was  a candidate  bar  re-election.  Mr. 
Coke  had  represented  that  district  as  a Jackson  Democrat ; but  after 
the  appearance  of  the  Proclamation,  he  turned  to  be  a Nullifier. 
There  was  an  appeal  made  from  the  Western  Shore,  for  a candidate 
to  oppose  Mr.  Coke  on  the  part  of  the  Jackson  party  from  the  Eastern 
Shore.  Several  gentlemen  were  solicited,  amongst  whom  was  Mr. 
Wise,  and  when  all  others  had  refused  to  accept  the  nomination,  he 
Consented  to  become  a candidate,  and  announced  himself  as  such  at 
Northumberland  court,  the  second  IMonday  in  January  1833,  Jle  im- 
mediately wrote  the  address  which  we  have  before  referred  to.  This 
document  we  consider  thoroughly  States  Right,  and  Democratic  in 
every  particular,  with  the  exception  of  its  sanction  and  advocacy 
of  a United  States  Bank.  Mr.  Madison  and  the  Republican  party  with 
•Mr.  Calhoun  at  their  head,  adopted  a scheme  of  this  sort  soon  after 
the  war  of  IS  12,  not  that  they  considered  it  constitutional,  but  be- 
cause that  party  considered  it  expedient  and  as  a matter  of  sheer  ne- 
cessity. Mr.  Yv-’ise,  from  want  of  experience  in  legislation,  contended 
that  if  a United  Slates  Bank  \vas  necessary  and  expedient  it  wos  con- 
stitutional. This  opinion  was  readily  and  ciuickly  changed  after  ma- 
ture reflection.  But  to  find  a contrast  of  leading  politicians  of  the 
land  upon  this  much  mooted  question,  we  have  only  to  cite  the  hosti- 
lity of  Henry  Clay  to  a United  States  Bank  at  one  period  of  his  life, 
and  at  a later  period  being  its  chief  advocate.  The  speech  of  Mr. 
Clay,  made  whilst  opposed  to  the  bank,  could  never  be  answered  by  him 
or  its  advocates  at  any  time  daring  the  popularity  of  that  great  engine 
and  vehicle  of  political  corruption.  Who  is  to  be  censured  most,  he 
that  advocates  a scheme  that  is  thought  to  be  beneficial  and  whole- 
some, but  finding  it  unconstitutional  and  baneful,  timis  from  it  with 
ioatiiing  disgust ; or  he  that  supports  it,  knowing  it  to  be  by  experience 
and  by  the  laws  of  political  economy  the  most,  dangerous,  undermi- 
niijg,  unconstitutional  and  corrupting  of  all  measures  either  State  or 
Federal  ? This  proposition  we  consider  a clear  one  ; hence  it  can  be 
easily  decided  who  is  the  most  censurable,  Henry  Clay  or  Henry  A. 
Wise, 

The  contest  between  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Coke  was  severe  and  acri- 
nionious.  The  result  was  the  election  of  Mr.  Mdse  by  four  hundred 
ii 


if/x 


•V 


* - X 1 tAMti  *.  ..k  ' * Jf 

V*  ach  ^nhjoqqm  e«w  »ri  ,oio\9i«>rf> 

;&Hi  ' >:»rom  :^mrfldfl:  hvtr, 

• ~i  * *• 

lo&nr'l  orii  ,iM  ^8051  iil ' 

,iM'  K'*)  f^<«ibibtif.?>  n pjjw  «H93i^ftoO  «(  3I10Y  ‘it> 

rjf>r,  p };K>moa  noavfo&T,  jb  8C  bsjfldasiqw ’burl  »5lf>D 

'"  *1  ^ri  oT  fluti^lo  OOdJNWOqiJJS^^rfi 

c 10I  taiijflB  nio  iroi\  Inijqqy  m aavy  oioilT 

iiiejef'-l  inovtlt fto  J>3ioO  .iM^aoqqo  oj 
J f.'jy  xitofVw  -kgfifkou  ffonj-^linog  l/ncrVaa  .Vroria 

^rll  ifwjiU(!i  nailer  bai5?^!MiiW^ 

}fi  iVjtftB  girltaatniil  biDunoodfru  fcw/s  ^ubibcsiia  b omooa^  oi  bujnoanod 
Wi  oH‘  iClBS;.  yifirwX  jiiuoa  btJcmdmijdJtoVI 

.01  «^v/  usrhhti  £>di  ^ioiw  vlaJurbom 

ffi  wrwt«rinj3%b/fis  *irtsik  '<J4|{Woi!}  lo&fetfoo  sw  i^B^aol) 

rwtJOjiiiis  noJik^eajto  ^ith  ,wI(WJii!q  \»V9 

/:ir/rA-'i*iq  ®.jIoiin.29>fii3  bsiin'J  fi  'Jo 

ltd'tfi  ti«d1  nwodfeO^ilK* 

->d  Ijjd  ii  jSiil  )bfi  t5?l8I  lo  law  odJ 

,{vi  I’^Vr  tmil  ^^^a«iW  .iM^, 

36Yf  3^i  ko1«]8  balitfU  »'¥  Audi 

^8pr  JWjIrtfqo  sidT  '".fedohwliJu 

oi  doara’eldl^jfjoqtf  fedfil 

M wd  ^0  bWWd  oao  ’'{blO  ticioH  I0  jiil 

.iK  H oiT  i^lu[^8  3B  briB 

mid 

D-alwa"  la.31^  ifcdl  ■W»^^ovbB  biI  10 

:^l  ,imm  boufiin©6  ed  <jd-W  od 

•sdoHw  b«E  lubSatt^Kl  od  o>4d.f(J<>ilJ  ai  »«adl,i.*ix0^38 

f»^r»frt^lT&qxa  %:!  8d  01  il  ^riivr<»n^,11 
Htni'afafifj  ,tuoi^goubv>^om  Yi^iowbA  toi|iloi| 

ladiia  B9i*«x9frt  bfi^ 

nf-n«a  n tjs&^;b  9Wixigi|ia<3<|<)?^?aidT  ^ ki&ba4 

• . "<4'' 

■ " ' ■' ^ ..  '^, 

►me  bita  a^etai#  rEW  eviuO  .',|4  bftn  e^iVT  ,il6  Bdi 


■I 


bedlmid  laal  v4  9«iVf 


,■  U^,.  ^ i ‘ . ' 


'■±- 


xvm 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH. 


majority  and  a duel  with  Mr.  Coke.  Mr.  Wise  accused  him  of  great 
inconsistency,  having  represented  the  district  four  years  as  a Jackson 
Democrat,’ and  as  soon  as  iNullification  turned  up  in  1833,  denouncing 
Jackson  and  going  otf  with  Calhoun,  and  dating  his  hostility  to  the 
administration  of  the  ‘‘  Old  Hero”  as  far  back  cts  the  rupture  in  the 
cabinet  in  June  1831.  This  Mr.  Wise  considered  the  grossest  incon- 
sistency, v/hen  it  was  a notorious  fact  that  Mr.  Coke  professed  to  be  a 
warm  supporter  of  the  Jackson  administration  until  the  mania  of  Nul- 
lification arose.  Upon  this  point  Mr.  Coke  siitfered,  and  justly,  se- 
verely. He  was  so  chagrined  at  his  defeat  that  nothing  would  atone 
his  grief  bat  blood.  Mr.  Coke  challenged,  Mr.  Wise  accepted.  They 
fought  the  25th  day  of  January  1835,  over  the  Eastern  branch  of  the 
Potomac,  on  the  road  leading  across  the  i\nacostia  bridge,  in  Mary- 
land, not  far  from  Marlborough.  Mr.  John  Whiting  was  the  second^ 
of  Mr.  Coke,  and  Mr.  John  Wray  the  second  of  Mr.  Yvdse  ; both  se- 
conds from  Hampton,  Yirginia.  Bailie  Peyton,  Eilbeck  Mason  and 
James  Love  of  Kentucky,  attended  as  the  friends  of  Mr.  Wise,  and 
Dr.  Hall  of  Washington  City,  as  his  surgeon.  George  Southall  at- 
tended as  the  friend,  and  Dr.  Byrd  of  Gloucester,  as  the  surgeon  of 
Mr.  Coke.  General  Roger  Jones  of  the  army  attended  as  the  friend  of 
both  parties.  At  one  o’clock  P.  M.  they  fired,  Mr.  Wise’s  ball  frac- 
turing the  right  arm  of  Mr.  Coke,  but  fortunately  not  maiming  nim 
for  life.  Thus  ended  this  alTair  of  iionor.  Mr.  Wise  was  elected  to 
Congress  in  April  1833,  and  in  the  month  of  October  of  that  year 
General  Jackson  removed  the  public  deposits.  This  act  of  the  execu- 
tive v/as  looked  upon  by  many  of  both  parties  as  high-handed  and 
bordering  on  absolutism,  It  had  the  efiect  of  driving  from  his  side 
a number  of  his  warmest  admirers,  IShiUificrs  and  Anti-Nullifiers.  And 
amongst  these  were  John  C.  Calhoun  and  Henry  A.  Yhse.  The  ex- 
citement following  the  removal  of  the  deposits  was  tremendous,  long 
continued,  and  of  a most  acrimonious  nature.  After  much  discussion 
and  wrangling  in  the  halls  of  Congress  on  the  subject,  seventeen  De- 
mocrats of  the  House  and  several  of  tie  Senate  filed  out  of  the  Jack- 
son  ranks.  They  were  called  the  ‘'‘Awkward  Squad.”  This  was 
because  they  could  neither  go  with  the  administration  upon  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposi-s,  nor  with  the  I’ederal  opposition.  This  act  of 
General  Jackson,  a though  attended  at  tlie  time  with  a monetary  de- 
pression, eventually  proved  to  be  one  of  the  best  and  most  judicious 
moves  any  public  officer  ever  made. 
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Rk'Election  to  congress  in  1S35.  Reminiscence  of  the  death 
OF  vTohn  Randolph  of  Roanoke. 

In  the  spring  of  1835,  Mr.  Wise  was  again  a candidate  for  Congress. 
He  was  opposed  the  second  time  by  his  former  competitor  Mr.  Coke. 
Mr.  Coke  was  only  a candidate  for  a short  time,  abandoning  the  can- 
vass at  York,  and  forever  afterwards  voting  at  the  polls  for  Mr.  Wise. 

Mr.  Wise  has  been  accused  by  his  enemies  of  attempting  to  imitate 
the  eccentric  John  Randolpli  of  Roanoke.  This  is  a false  accusation. 
He  never  attempted  to  ape  any  pecularity  or  the  eccentricities  of 
any  man.  He  is  a man  sui  generis.  Mr.  Randolph,  it  is  true,  was 
^elected  to  Congress  in  1833,  but  died  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  be- 
’ fore  the  session  opened.  Mr.  Wise  necer,  in  ail  his  life,  saw  Yirginia’s 
distinguished  orator  and  biting  satirist.  We  hazard  the  assertion  that 
an  imitator  of  John  Randolph,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term,  never 
did  and  never  will  exist.  What  Byron  said  of  Sheridan,  we  think 
equally  applicable  to  Mr.  Randolph: 

Sighing  that  Nature  formed  but  one  such  maa, 

A-nd  broke  the  die — in  moulding  Sheridan 

There  was  one  thing  that  happened  to  Mr.  Randolph  that  also  hap- 
pened to  Mr.  Wise,  when  they  took  the  oath  as  members  of  Congress. 
Mr.  Randolph  being,  it  is  remembered,  elected  at  the  age  of  24,  had  a 
very  feminine  and  youthful  appearance,  so  much  so  that  the  Speaker 
enquired  of  him  whether  he  was  of  the  constitutional  agej  that  is, 
25.  The  tarj  reply  was  Ask  my  constituents,  sir.*’  John  Y.  Mason 
introduced  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Speaker  Andrew  Stevenson,  when  he 
enquired,  Where  is  Mr.  Wise?”  Mr.  Wise  then  standing  before  him, 
whom  he  took  to  be  one  of  the  pages  of  the  House.  Mr.  Mason 
whispered  to  the  Speaker,  and  told  him  “that  was  the  gentleman  to 
whom  he  had  just  been  introduced.”  The  Speaker  smiled,  and  pre- 
sented the  Bible  with  a pleasant  remark  about  his  youthful  appear- 
ance. 

In  Mr.  Wise’s  speech  upon  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  he  quoted 
a remark  of  Mr.  Randolph,  about  the  “rura  avfs,”  the  “ Black  Swan,” 
and  alluded,  episodically,  to  the  fact,  that  his  death  had  not  been  an- 
nounced in  that  House,  saying  it  was  no  fault  of  his.  Tliis  called 
out,  a few  days  afterwards.  Mr.  Randolph’s  successor,  Judge  Boiildin, 
who  took  the  floor  and  commenced  giving  the  reasons  thus:  “I  will 
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tell  my  colleague  the  reason  why” — here  his  head  went  hack,  the 
veins  in  his  temples  became  corded,  his  face  for  a moment  was  dis- 
torted, and  he  fell  back  a dead  man  ! What  is  strange  about  this  whole 
affair  is.  that  the  only  allnsiou  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Randolph  ever 
made  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  caused  the  death  of  iiim  who 
filled  his  seat ! ! ! 

PllESIDEXTi'AL  CAMPAIGN  OF  1830.  PeT  BaNK  SYSTEM,  DeATK  OF 

Mrs.  Wise.  Re-election  to  Congress  in  1837, 

The  Presidential  carapaign  of  1836,  opened  with  party  rancor  and 
animosity,  running  mountain  higli.  The  National  Republicans  or 
Federalists,  who  had  gone  for  John  Q,.  Adams  and  his  bill  of  abomi- 
nations, and  his  light-houses  in  the  skies,  in  1828,  formed  one  reserve 
that  w'ished  to  elect  a President.  They  held  a Convention  and  nomi- 
nated Gen.  William  Henry  Harrison  of  Ohio,  for  President,  and  Francis 
Granger  of  N.  Y.  for  the  Vice  Presidency.  The  regiment  that  had 
wheeled  out  of  the  Jackson  line  upon  the  issues  of  Nullification  and 
the  Removal  of  the  Deposits,  formed  another  reserve.  These  two  re- 
serves at  first  made  an  effort  to  blend  themselves  into  one  great  party. 
They  for  the  first  time  agreed  upon  a common  name,  that  of  Whig,” 
but  still  they  could  not  agree  upon  a common  ticket ; consequently, 
the  National  Republicans,  or  Federalists,  finding  there  was  no  chance 
for  an  amalgamation,  nominated  Harrison  and  Granger.  The  Nulii- 
fiers  and  those  who  had  been  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  deposits, 
and  had  not  confidence  in  the  political  honesty  of  General  Jackson’s 
“ favorite,'^  Martin  Van  Buren.  nominated  for  President  Hugh  L.  White 
of  Tennessee,  and  John  Tyler  of  Virginia,  for  Vice-President.  The 
Jackson  Desnocrats  put  forth  for  President  Martin  Van  Buren  of  New 
York,  and  Col.  Richard  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  for  Vice-President. 
The  unbounded  popularity  and  ioiluence  of  Gen.  Jackson  insured  ihe 
election  of  his  ''favorite,'^  Van  Buren  and  Johnson  were  easily  elected. 
It  seems  that  the  leading  Southern  Democrats  in  1836  would  not  have 
been  as  hostile  to  VIr.  Van  Buren  as  they  were  had  they  not  distrusted 
him  upon  two  questions' that  were  of  vital  importance  to  the  South. 
And  those  questions  were  the  subject  of  slavery  and  the  annexation 
of  Texas.  As  it  turned  out,  ?dessrs.  White,  Tyler,  Calhoun,  Poindex- 
ter, McDuffie  and  Wise  were  right  in  manifesting  their  distrust  as  to  tlie 
unfitness  and  dishonesty  of  i^Ir.  VMn  Buren.  Altfiongh  he  showed  no 
tangible  signs  of  Abolitionism  during  his  administration,  yet  he  evi- 
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clently  retarded  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  on  his  rejection  by  the 
people  in  1S4.0,  he  soon  showed  that  he  was  hostile,  and  that  in  the 
most  deadly  shape,  to  the  most  cherished  principles  of  Soathern  Demo« 
crats.  Mr.  Van  Buren  never  would  have  been  made  President  had  he 
not  deceived  the  “ Old  Herd’*  upon  the  Texas  question.  Gen.  Jack* 
son  had  the  annexation  of  Texas  in  view  as  early  as  1S28;  and  his 
favorite"'  had  given  him  every  assurance  whilst  Secretary  of  State 
and  Vice-President,  that  he  co-operated  with  him  upon  that  favorite 
question.  Mr.  Van  Buren  kept  the  cloven  foot  of  deceptiou  concealed 
from  public  demonstration  until  after  his  defeat,  Ti.ien  it  was  sho\vn 
in  all  its  frightful  and  hideous  deformities ; and  with  disastrous  con- 
sequences to  the  Democratic  party  in  1848. 

During  the  spring  of  1837,  before  Mr.  Wise  reached  home  from 
Washington,  his  dwelling-house  with  nearly  all  of  his  valuable  books 
and  papers  were  consumed  by  lire.  Ills  family  were  removed  to  a 
friend’s  house  in  the  village  of  Daimmondtown,  and  that  house,  in  a 
very  mysterious  manner,  w’as  set  on  fire  also.  This  so  affected  the 
nervous  system  of  his  wife,  that  she  never  recovered  from  it,  and  died 
in  the  month  of  June  following.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, but  left  only  four  living,  Mary  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Dr.  Alexan- 
der Y.  P.  Garnett  of  Washington  City;  Obadiah  Jennings  (the  eldest 
son),  who  received  the  appointment  of  Secretary  of  I^egation  to  Ber- 
lin during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Pierce  ; Henry  Alexander  4Yise, 
Jr,,  who,  at  the  writing  of  this  sketch,  was  attending  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Alexandria,  Virginia ; and  Ann  Jennings  Wise,  the  second 
daughter,  is  now  with  her  father  at  Richmond,  and  v/ho  was  an  infant 
at  the  death  of  her  mother. 

In  1837  Mr.  Wise  was  a candidate  for  re-election  without  opposi- 
tion. He  stood  before  his  district  as  the  advocate  of  the  principles 
espoused  by  Hugh  Lawson  White  and  John  Tyler.  That  is,  opposed 
to  the  Pet  Bank  system,  Benton’s  Sub-treasury,  and  the  reference  of 
Abolition  petitions'to  special  or  any  committee ; and  the  fearless  ad- 
vocate for  the  annexation  of  Texas’,  a tariil  for  revenue  only,  ckc. 

The  Graves  and  Cille?  Duel. 

' Upon  no  subject  has  there  been  so  much  misunderstanding,  m’sre- 
presentatioii,  and  wilful  and  unblushing  falseliood  as  upon  tiie  unfor- 
tunate meeting  between  Messrs.  Graves  and  Gilley.'  And  upon  no  suL* 
ject  have  there  ever  been  such  general  excitement  and  deep-groiinued 
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prejudices  aroused.  It  was  the  peculiar  and  unavoidable  misfortune 
of  Henry  A,  Wise  to  be  connected  with  this  sad  affair.  Not  that  he 
could  not  have  avoided  it,  but  not  as  an  honorable  man,  in  an  honor- 
able way,  to  an  iraportiinate  friend.  This  subject  has  been  a fruitful 
theme  with  the  enemies  and  traducers  of  Mr.  Wise,  to  arouse,  excite 
and  prejudice  the  popular  rniml.  This  effort  of  his  foes  has  to  some 
extent  been  successful  with  those  who  were  ignorant  of  the  particu- 
lars of  this  duel,  its  antecedents,  &C.  We  have  used  every  exertion 
to  get  possession  of  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  affair,  which  we 
now  submit  in^s  condensed  a form  as  possible: 

In  1837  political  excitement  was  greater  than  was  ever  known  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The  House  of  Pvepresentatives 
was  composed  of  a number  of  able  and  fiery  debaters,  and  the  issues 
then  before  that  body  frequently  brought  the  talent  of  the  House  in  col- 
lision. The  Hon.  Jonathan  Gilley  of  Maine  took  issue  on  one  occasion, 
upon  some  subject,  with  James  Watson  Webb,  editor  of  the  Courier 
and  Enquirer j of  N.  Y.,  and  made  what  he  considered  a legitimate  at- 
tack upon  him.  Mr.  V/ebb  took  exceptions  to  the  language  used,  and  de- 
manded satisfaction.  Ho  called  upon  the  Hon.  Wm.  J.  Graves,  of  Ey.. 
to  act  as  his  friend.  Mr.  Graves,  without  the  knowledge,  counsel,  ad- 
vice. information,  or  suspicion  of  Mr.  Wise,  carried  a letter  from  Mr. 
Webb  to  Mr.  Gilley.  The  letter  that  was  carried  has  never  to  this 
day  been  seen  by  Mr.  Vv^ise.  Mr.  Gilley  declined  to  receive  the  letter, 
as  Mr.  Graves  alleged,  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  choose  to  be  held 
accountable  for  words  spoken  in  debate,  and  would  not  recognize  Mr. 
YvYbb’s  right  to  call  upon  him  for  words  spoken  of  and  concerning 
him  on  the  floor  of  the  House.  All  this  had  happened  at  least  a" week 
before  Mr.  Wise  knew  a syllable  of  it.  Finally  Mr.  Graves  took  ex- 
ceptions to  Mr.  Gilley’s  not  receiving  the  letter  of  Mr.  Webb  at  his 
hands,  and  consulted  with  Mr.  Glay  upon  that  point  several  days 
before  he  mentioned  the  subject  to  JMr.  Wise.  When  Mr.  Graves 
came  to  Mr.  Wise  for  the  first  time  for  advice,  he  said  to  Mr.  Wise 
that  his  only  anxiety  was  to  do  his  full  duty  to  his  principal^  and 
nothing  more.  Mr.  Wise  then  advised  him  that  Mr.  Gilley’s  ground 
was  perfectly  tenable,  and  could  not  be  excepted  to,  as  he  did  net 
choose  to  be  held  accountable  for  a constitutional  privilege — for 
words  .spoken  in  debate — because  he  did  i>oi  consider  that  he  had  as- 
sailed the  character  of  James  Watson  Webb  as  a gentleman.  This 
explanation  satisfied  Mr.  Graves  in  that  respect ; but  he  said  Mr.  Gil- 
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ley  had  expressed  his  grounds  to  him  verbally,  and  then  refused  to 
commit  them  to  writing  in  the  for7u  which  he  had  inferred  ihoin  tl.e 
first  interview  with  him.  Mr.  Wise  then  advised  Mr.  Graves  to  ad- 
dress Mr.  Gilley  respectfully,  in  writing,  and  request  of  him  to  say 
upon  what  ground  it  was  he  then  declined  to  accept  the  note  at  his 
hands  from  James  Watson  Webb.  This  Mr.  Graves  did,  but  not 
through  Mr.  Wise.  Mr.  Cilley^s  answer  was  unsatisfactory  in  this : 
that  it  did  not  admit  what  Mr.  Graves  had  stated  to  have  passed  ver- 
bally between  them  in  their  first  interview.  This  raised  a question, 
seemingly,  of  veracity.  But  still  Mr.  \Yise  advised  Mr.  Graves  not  to 
go  farther  than  to  demand  whether  Mr.  Cilisy  meant  to  assail  his  state- 
ment as  untrue.  Mr.  Graves  then  sav/  Mr.  Clay  as  his  chief  adviser, 
and  after  some  day  or  two  of  delay,  came  back  to  Mr.  \Yise  to  take 
his  challenge  to  Mr.  Ciiiey.  Mr,  Wise  declined  to  do  so,  and  begged 
him  to  sleep  upon  it  at  least  for  one  night.  The  next  morning  he  went 
to  Mr.  Wise’s  room,  and  again  urged  him  to  bear  Mr.  Gilley  his  chal- 
lenge. Mr.  Wise  then  discussed  the  matter,  and  told  him  he  saw  no 
reason  or  ground  for  a challenge  save  that  of  a question  of  verocity : that 
if  he  called  upon  that  ground,  he  was  sure  Mr.  Gilley  would  disclaim  all 
impeachment  of  his  veracity,  and  there  would  be  an  end  to  the  whole 
afiair.  And  in  doing  this,  Mr.  Ciiiey  was  still  not  bound  to  disclaim 
imputation  upon  the  character  of  James  Watson  '\Yebb:— he  could 
plead  his  privilege  ordy,  \vithout  afnrming  or  disclaiming  anything  as 
to  him.  He  then,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Wise,  drew  up  his  chaileiigpj 
placing  it  expressly  on  the  ground  that  Mr.  Gilley  had  assailed  his 
statement  as  to  what  occurred  when  he  first  carried  Webb’s  note. 
Mr.  Wise  again  refused  to  be  the  bearer  of  the  challenge.  Mr.  Graves 
then  urged  him  to  go  with  him  to  Mr.  Clay’s  room.  They  wmnt,  and 
submitted  each  iheir  respective  differences  of  opinion,  when  Mr.  Clay 
took  the  challenge  winch  Mr.  Graves  had  written,  and  pronounced  it 
to  be  improper,  because  he  had  based  his  call  upon  the  wrong  ground — 
that  of  veracity.  Mr.  Clay  said  that  there  was  but  one  issue  in  th.e 
case,  and  that  was,  that  Mr.  Gilley  had  declined  to  receive  Mr.  James 
Watson.  Yfebb’s  note  at  the  hatids  of  Mr.  Graves;  and  unless  Mr.  Gil- 
ley would  disclaim  imputation  upon  Mr.  VYcbb  as  a gentleman,  that 
he,  Graves,  was  bormd  by  the  code  of  honor  to  step  into  Vfebb’s  slices, 
and  to  challenge  dv’ectiy  for  that  cause.  Mr.  Clay  then  threw  the 
cliallengo  aside,  as  written  by  Mr.  Graves,  and  drew  the  loirn  of  one, 
which  was  afterv/ards  taken  by  Mr.  Gilley,  with  his  own  hand  and 
pen.  Mr.  Graves  then  copied  it  again,-  and  proposed  to  Mr.  Wise  to 
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be  the  bearer.  He  declined  again,  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  ap- 
prove the  form  in  which  the  challenge  was  written ; and,  moreover, 
as  the  challenge  then  stood,  it  was  upon  a point  of  piinctiliio  which 
never  could  be  adjusted  in  any  case  without  blood. 

By  this  period  of  the  interview,  Mr.  Menefee  of  Kentucky  had  come 
_ in,  and  sided  with  Mr.  Clay  against  Mr.  Wise.  Mr.  Wise  still  declined, 
to  bear  the  challenge.  Mr.  Graves  appealed  to  Messrs.  Clay  and  Menefee 
to  bear  witness  that  on  one  occasion,  in  the  absence  of  ]\Ir.  Wise  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  he  had,  without  asking  the  right  or  the 
wrong  of  Mr.  W^ise’s  controversy,  taken  un  his  personal  quarrel,  and 
was  ready  to  fight  for  him,"— that  he  had  more  confidence  in  him  than 
any  one  else,  as  his  friend,  on  the  ground;  and  that  if  he  (Wise)-suf- 
fered  him  to. go  upon  the  field  without  guarding  his  life  and  liis  ho- 
nor,  and  he  was  brought  back  a corpse,  he  desired  his  wife,  his  chil- 
dren and  his  friends  to  know  that  he  (Wise)  had  failed  to  stand  by 
him  after  he  knew  he  was  determined  to  fight,  whether  he  (Wise) 
went  to  the  ground  with  him  or  not.  Is  there  an  honest,  courageous 
and  chivalrous  heart  that  beats  in  the  breast  of  man  tliat  could  have 
withstood  such  an  appeal,  coming  as  it  did,  under  such  circumstances, 
and  at  that  ])articular  time  ? 

After  this  appeal  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Graves,  Mr.  Wise  told  him 
that  if  nothing  else  would  do  him  but  to  fight,  and  that  against  his 
advice,  he  would  consent  to  guard  his  life  and  his  honor.  Mr.  Wise 
then  carried  the  challenge  to  Mr.  Ciiiey,  copied  by  Mr.  Graves  from 
Mr.  Clay’s  manuscript,  !Mr.  Wise  then  resolved  in  his  own  mind  to 
prevent,  if  possible,  the  hostile  meeting.  After  nightfall,  General 
George  W.  Jones  brought  an  acceptance,  and  the  terms  proposed — 
eighty  yards,  with  rii'ies,  ^ir.  Wise  demurred.  Mr.  Clay  instantly 
exclaimed  : ‘‘No  Kentuckian  can  back  out  from  a rifie.”  Mr.  Wise’s 
object  still  being  that  of  delay,  he  met  Gen.  Jones,  the  next  morning 
and  said  he  must  have  time  to  go  to  Philadelphia  for  a rifie,  as  he  did 
Tiot  know  wiiere  else  to  get  one  that  was  reliable.  Mr.  Jones  replied  : 
‘•Certainly,  sir,  there  must  be  a gun  which  can  be  relied  on  in  the 
whole  District  of  Columbia!”  At  tills  answer  Mr.  Wise  was  some- 
what vexed,  and  replied,  “if  you  know  of  one,  sir,  I would  be  glad 
if  you  would  furnish  me  with  it.”  Thereupon,  the  next  morning,  a 
rifle,  powder  flask,  bullet  moulds,  were  found  upon  Mr.  Wise’s 
table,  with  a police  note  tendermg  llie  mle,  to  Mr.  Graves.  This 
was  no  doubt  done  bona  f.de  upon  the  part  of  Gen.  Jones,  but  it  cer- 
tainly had  the  bad  eiiect  of  iiastamng  the  duel.  This  doubtless  would 


,rryrsvQ  j^ysiVf^fK>oiH>;  J‘  itxt 

' * • « ■■  i ■’ 

’ ■ V-  ' , , ■'.  . * ■ ■' 

•<1«  fsHi  l ib  at!  f'o:wj)  piff  no  ’.nijitse  boailwih  *U  iiiieod  oHi  wJ 

,10/oStottt  .tM’ii  ; '■’'**^  3^tion4to  ori(  rtDlrtvf  fii  firkft  utl> 

lisirfW  C.li{(l5f'M'\  "to  li'tioq  S IM;W  Ji  Jbonrt  usrf)  SjtlollRfls  srfi  *i* 
,bo«hi  Jijoilnw  9«*3  i{0B  ‘fti  [)5)«)i.b«  oifblooo  TOtoa 
•iMo»  hiJl  V>  art*  1o  bohsq  arrfJ  1(0 

t»«wi-7t.5>  aaiV?  aM'  -uem  ,tM  laurisgi)  -yBlO  .iM  riliw  baWa  bn«  ,«t , 
•v.'-M  9W/br*'V):I'j  I'i  ai'wnO  .iK  .ogiiSitslfaodnwd  oi 

fn'.i'r  A.V/  .iW  So^oii^do  Oiil  »I  ,!»<>» inoso  srfld  ao  bwli  emaiiv  taad  oJ 
»tiwrtltw  .bar!  art  ^vija^rntieowisK  1o  wMoJhodi 

fciTit  ,l'/nti.iiJ  .ir.E^'iisq  ■eid't’n  o'jrfaJ  a'aaW  .iM  ’io  g«ow 

Bi!ii  iii  «3iuk>a*iea  9K>m  btil  idi  Jiiga  oj  yfasai  ««w 

-Ifie-l-aa: ;/  V j>f|  ludJ  fenr.  vboa^tT?  frii  BO%6o«iiii  «'*<  “ <®*!*  T*“> 

•ori  till  loB  (Art  sli;(  aci'btsiig  Itftitibv/  iSliih  aSj  iioqu  og  oi  cnirt  baial 
-liifo  «W  ,(*Bw^,:il  B acvf  orl  ban  ,ion 

Yrf  &SBM  01  -bdliitj.  l«mJ  (aeiV/)  <wl  >«rii  »*i»<  ol  rfwanft  tW'Hw*  n«b 
{*(rt  /if'9r[  ipffesdw  .iitga  o)  as,w ‘ad  vrsnJi  a’d  laft*  miii 

iOoB^^irTiia  j ,J«»Mbd  fjB  it  i}ori,ao  intH  diiw  bnooil'odJ  oi'ldaw  ; 

bVjwI  blnos,4rF^'”flcrrt  V>  J;f Mil  adi  nl  tmad  iedl  »*ad  atroiUvidasiwa 
^(jyrtJiJajUrirruO  tirBite.  tab®  dynj  boisiarililr 

V-- r*  wtooiltati  ladJ 

tnitl  bloj  »rfVt: a,b»ffli  ii««d  bail  Is«{(t«  *iiti  RriU  - i 
iid  jMj  brr*  ,4il5il  ■■'>  «'d  ff'dl  ob  biwo-W  «6la  gaidlaa  li  tori) 

wv/  At/:'"  -fell*  »d-j8t^7fa«'/ 

b-«§oo  « agfialliulD  ad/ fawafla  nwlr> 

oiimru  li’wo  bfivtoart  nfiiii  ,, 

UT^ifiO  ,4i/i»i?gl/>  aSftAf,  ad»  .sldiae^-rltis^Jnaaaaii 

^-.bfiewvovt  tana^ifiU'.iaw  nil  Jilsuoid  j^rrol  .TfrosioaO 

•^htial-iiii  eitVif  ',^4M  ‘'(sBaftii ' Ai7(  ^tish 

e'ostW  .itC  "iftii  » Bi*ll,h)»«d'a«d  (loa  wdrtoatoaj'I  t»51i  : baniwbxa 
jfliflipitt  J \o  Hit®  l^vlo 

oM  w a)  fj-siU  0V£d 

: baiibti'vi  t 

nim  baih'i  oJ  &d  Uum  ^tj* 

^tnii  f fiJ  3/: 

hrJ^  ed  t»fvr*  ,toz»v  Stiiw 

jt  .pinmiii  ixsit  iulf  jm 

ffoqff 

ai.lT^  ^3TSJ*fO  4i4  of 

-1^  Jij  .M/d  .8onol  .«90  io  jW|  3fdi  iio(fu  ii\)\  twittA  ♦rtob  a<)U;o43fc  o« 
bWow  880i»do<»tr«irt'r  «h*?b  oji>  nuiaefUiMi  l«i  b*d 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH, 


XXV 


not  liave  happened  had  General  Jones  understood  the  object  which 
Mr.  ^Vise  had  in  view — that  of  delay.  The  arrangements  being  tlms 
far  made,  there  was  no  time  for  parleyiiig.  Mr.  Graves  \vent  out  the 
morning  previous  to  the  meeting  to  practice  with  the  rifle.  He  proved 
himself  to  be  a very  bad  shot  at  a. mark.  His  hand  was  so  huge  and 
clumsy,  his  fingers  so  course,  that  he  could  not  “ taste'"'  a hair  trigger. 
He  would  invariably  fne  before  the  word  was  given,  and  could  not 
hit  a barn  door  at  eighty  yards.  By  this  time  Mr.  Wise  had  procured 
a fine,  large  rifle  from  Mr.  Jolm  C.  Rives  of  the  Globe,  and  filled  it 
with  vinegar  the  night  before  the  duel,  for  the  purpose  of  cleansing  it 
of  rust:  and  by  the  appointed, time  Mi.  Wise  had  Mr.  Graves  ready 
and  upon  the  held.  He  was  accompanied  by  Henry  A Wise  as  his 
armed  second,  aided  by  Hon.  Jolin  J.  Crittenden  and  Hon.  Richard 
11.  IMenefee,  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Gilley  was  accompanied  by  Hon, 
George  \V.  Jones,  as  his  armed  second,  aided  by  ?dr.  Schaumburg 
and  Mr.  Bynum,  and  by  Dr.  Duncan,  as  surgeon.  Before  these  gen- 
tlemen went  out,  propositions  of  adjustment  were  written  for  the 
guide  of  Mr.  Graves’  second,  in  case  an  adjustment  should  be  pro- 
posed. IMr.  Graves  won  the  position,  Mr.  Gilley  the  word.  JJr. 
Graves’  second  selected  the  west,  because  the  wind  was  setting  from 
the  northwest,  from  a knowledge  of  tiie  fact  that  iMr.  Gilley  was  a 
crack  shot,  thinking  that  he  would  not  make  an  allowance  for  the  wind 
against  liis  ball,  the  variation  of  which,  from  the  eilects  of  the  wind 
in  the  distance  of  eighty  yards,  would  be  six  inches.  This  arrange- 
ment, and  nothing  else,  saved  the  life  of  Mr.  Graves.  Mr.  Gdiey 
stood  east ; Mr.  Graves  west.  They  fired  at  one  o’clock,  P.  M.,  nearly 
across  the  rays  of  the  sun;  Mr.  Graves’  face  in  the  light,  Mr.  Gilley’s 
in  the  shade.  Mr.  Graves  was  ordered  not  to  fire  until  he  had  good 
sight,  and  at  the  word  “three.”  At  the  first  fire  Mr.  Graves  obeyed 
orders  coolly,  but  clearly  missed  his  aim.  Mr.  Gilley’s  ball  struck  the 
ground  about  forty  yards  from  the  place  in  which  he  stood.  The 
loss  of  ids  fire  evidently  made  him  anxious  for  another  exchange  of 
shots.  A second  shot  being  determined  on,  Mr.  Menefee  placed  tlie 
rifle  in  the  hands  of  IMr.  Graves,  and  upbraided  him  for  being  so  slow. 
All  being  ready,  and  the  combatants  appearing  cool  and  collected,  at 
the  word  “fire,”  the  rifle  of  Mr.  Graves  went  olf,  his  bail  striking 
the  ground  about  ten  paces  from  his  feet.  Mr.  Gilley  raised  delite- 
rately  and  shot  witli  dead  aim  at  about  two  and  a half  count.  Jdl 
eyes  were  then  turned  to  Mr.  Graves,  who  dropped  the  breach  of  his 
rifle  as  his  second  ran  up  to  him,  thinking  he  was  certainly  hit ; but 
iii 


T/Ji 


.urr:i;ig  aAOUHA^ooia 


thiii'/r  wfi  f^oojxfsbfirr  atniol  l^i|d  £)»no<yy[i4  «vjr.il  Kta 

?i.;l<i  wiT  ^ 77517  ni  bed 

odt  Jitvi'JT  is/iTip  niiMf  G«  44fi*//  nvi 

b»  vt«q  orf^d^jw  ©oiimi  0)  «di  oi  2<iomh:|,  gnic^^ 

bifu  o^iTii  o/^n  //  b'Yjftd  sill  . ,:hr.fn.4j  jc  l>isd  £ bd  oi  'Ifatint'd 

J5  ^'wViSjV'V**  b1/»c^c>  eiogoil^^^ 

boH  a^V7  fiaovT’- ^li)  'no'Ui  aijQ.  i^ldiuiBvxit  bUjo'^r  oll’ 

b5^vr,lO^'^  bn^/^z'Ofl  .tI4- Y^dgio  ijS  idol)  wiad  a lid^ 
li  b'^ld  bu£  nrtol  .tJ4  uunli  oftii  dgifll  « 

)i  ^o^e0£kji?7^  pidi^  usgsrtiiv  djjvr  ^ 

wH  oj^ni  A ^vifal 

bii:d ji  H vnorW  liw  bdut  Ui^lh\(i  babU  ,,booj>»e 

a$<dl  vd  b©itvxicj*ab^?»«  .ai/*,,^  lo  «aaianaH  ^11 

^jUiUiptHjdqi;  :0  ■;  ri  »«  agioa0‘  S' 

na^  . ©«od}  .f jo.©|^W}2:' xd  bnn  ^mutviB.  M€  bn*  ^ 

Oifj  noi  nawall 

&d  bkio^la  **9VBiO  oM  )o 

.it^'  siov  .f.$!$\mO-mU  itp^hmoq 

im^ii  biW’Vrlrf^biv»^i  ,3*©77  ^U  bxxoxm  « 

fi  :if>/.  \*5diP*  3 

i.  i.rv/  o(li  a:>xt^BW  bb>w  ^*d  gaidnjdl;ji^d«  dairio 

hffiv/  adi  V' 

• . j, . .. : ' 

^Ul'i 

Y<3iii^  -n!/i  ,£ifvi;^D  )o  a)d  gwidioit  ]bn*  ,iuarai 

Xhfi^au  i-J/l  /I  atiD  in  aavjBiP  ,>M  boons 

a \©]1:Q  .xl/f  j^iigrl  idi  ‘(ti  Oiil  1o  atci’aih  aaotafl 

Ivi:?i)g  ■ b:;d  o4  ^ ,b^';*to''ft'iw*'  aa^rn'O  .sM  iSb«d»  »d),,at 

fa-3  ?!k]o  a^yfliO  .ik  a>ft  'WidV^  bia#3Xii  l4»  bne  *arlgi« 

edi  ibui’.-i  lied  <‘y**iUO  .iM  ^ idd  l!fe^<rx  ti{IIooo 

6>iiX  bo<4^  ad  4v:bl77  xiio\\j!nfiy  ylibkiw 

70  o^oedoxa  jmiihm  j<^,'  , 

eAi  i>4pcii^  fioiVifiM  MC  ,iaa  b»ui^tx*ia7«b  ^iad  ^oHa  boo  .eiod«  „ 
,vi.^»a  f*a  ^lad  idi  inift  Uie  ^ov£i?J  ,^4 

>9  tbayoaboo  buc-  3^<jei4jdxn<io^ajl!l  biti:  ^ybxrot  g«iod  iiA 

grr>lnie  J{^  eld  ,?U^  €*fVoi^  *h1va  eiii  *\aia ’^^’JboTi^^ 

-ikJ^bb  bn'm  ’^.^♦O  ;.5o<^  slit  rimVa©a«5  iiai  i# 

ibV  o hm  OT^j  Ui  b*£4»  iiirxr  i^iS 

^ ‘h  dot^aid  odi  Uiqqoib  i#ilw  ,*0vxitO  oi  baflm)  Rodi  oio^iay*.  ^ 
Kid  ^ lid '<Uti4*)ifio  ee7?  od  g4w:iRi^  ,rmd  ol  qd  imi  U 


N 'kf  9fiJ  Jhd  md<  iftawM 

1o  aoii*iafb  o/Uud' 


XXV  i 


lilOGKAPHICAL  SKETCH. 


it  turned  out  that  he  had  only  been  pulling  at  the  trigger,  wlien  he 
very  calmly  blew  into  the  muzzle,  exclaiming  : Wiiy,  tlie  gun  is 

off.”  He  did  not  think  lie  had  fired.  This  mortified  him.  Ihieii 
came  his  time  for  demanding  a third  fire,  for  the  same  cause  that  in- 
duced Mr.  Gilley  to  desire  a scco^id  shot.  Mr.  Graves  demanded, 
and  would  have  a Xhud  fir^,  Ha.d  ?dr.  Graves’  coat  been  unbuttoned, 
the  second  ball  of  iMr.  Gilley’s  rifle  would  have  passed  through  the 
lapel  of  his  coat.  This  conclusion  was  arrived  at  from  the  position 
in  which  Mr.  G.  stood  and  where  the  ball  struck  the  fence  behind 
liiin. 

As  to  the  propositions  of  settlement,  they  vrers  never  made,  except 
to  enquire  what  was  then  ta  be  done.  Mr.  Gillc],:  yielded  nothing; 
and  there  was  still  cause  for  the  due)  unmoved,  unexplained,  unad- 
justed, and  a point  of  punctidio  vcliich  can  never  be  explained,  Mr, 
Gilley  was  obliged  to  demand  a second  and  Mr.  Graves  a third  hfe. 
Being  ready  for  the  fire,  they  botli  appeared  coo!  and  collected,  and 
there  v/as  never  a fairer  cxeiiange  of  shots.  Mr.  Gilley  fired  a little 
first,  and  in  one  fourth  of  a second  received  his  mortal  wound  in  front 
of  tlie  left  hip,  the  ball  passing  entirely  through  him,  severing,  no 
doubt,  the  aorta.  “His  rifle  fell  out  of  his  hands,  he  beckoned  to 
his  second,  and  died  in  a few  moments,  without  a struggle  or  appa- 
rently a pang.” 

After  the  death  of  tlie  unfortunate  Gilley,  the  public  mind  vras  so 
excited  and  indignant  by  the  innumerable  falsehoods  and  slanders  ema- 
luitinc  from  llie  misinformed,  and  the  enemies  of  those  who  were  en- 
gaged at  one  time  in  an  attempt  at  reconciliation  and  adjustment,  tlia-t 
the  House  of  Representatives  ap[minted  a committee  of  inyestigation, 
the  report  of  which  now  stands  as  a public  record.  'When  the  com- 
mittee sat,  one  of  the  objects  was  to  throw  the  ghvs  of  the  whole 
affair  upon  Mr.  .Wise.  Mr.  Clay  heard  of  the  intentions  of  tlie  com- 
mittee— told  Mr.  Wise  to  tell  them  to  call  npoii  him — that  although 
he  had  shed  tears  over  the  “nine  days  bubble,”  yet  he  was  cognizant 
of  all  the  connected  facts,  and  \vou!d  take  great  pleasure,  at  all  times, 
in  setting  the  misrepresented  in  tiieir  true  position. 

Mr.  JamesAVatson  '^7ebb,  in  1S42,  alleged,  in  line  Courier  and  /7v- 
qitirer,  tliat  Mr.  >Vise  had  instigated  the.  duel.  Such  a charge  was 
totally  unfounded,  unjust  and  cowardly,  from  the  fact  that  anything 
of  the  sort  should  emanate  from  a man  like  Mr.  Webb,  vdio  was  di- 
rectly and  knowingly  connected  witli  the  whole  aiiair.  Soon  after 
this  slanderous  and  malicious  allegation  appeared  in  the  Courier  crnrl 
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Enquirer.  Mr.  \X\sq  published  the  facts  of  the  case  in  the  Madisonian. 
]Ur.  Clay,  finding  that  explanation  might  injure  luin  for  the  Presidency 
in  1S44,  or  some  future  time,  wrote  to  Mr.  Graves,  and  got  him  to  say 
that  he  (Clay)  had  no  part  whatsoever  in  the  advice,  counsel,  or  pre- 
paration of  the  duel.  Mr.  Clay  published  that  letter  in  the  National 
Intelligencer  as  true.  Whereupoii  r^Ir.  Wise  wrote  to  him  categorical 
questions,  which  he  placed  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Linn,  of  Missouri, 
Mr.  Clay  replied,  and  admitted  his  whole  part  in  the  affair,  and  gene- 
rally justified  Mr.  Wise  as  well  as  himself.  For  this  act  of  injustice, 
]Mr.  Wise  could  never  (nor  justly)  forgive  Mr.  Clay,  How  unjust  and 
unkind  is  it  to  accuse  innocent  men  of  being  the  instigators  of  that 
which  is  at  all  tifnes  exceedingly  offensive  to  the  masses! 

IMr.  Wise  used  all  possible  and  honorable  means  to  prevent  a hostile 
meeting  between  these  gentlemen:  and  never  did  he  consent  to  ac- 
company Mr.  Graves  until  he  told  him  that  he  was  determined  to  go 
upon  the  field,  wlietlier  Mr.  Wise  accompanied  him  or  not. 

Mr.  Wise  once  put  a cliallenge  into  the  hands  of  Hon.  S.  S.  Prentiss, 
of  ^Mississippi,  for  Horn  IMr.  Gholson,  of  the  same  State  ; but  Mr.  Pren- 
tiss refused  to  carry  it  because  he  said  tlie  onus  was  upon  3Ir.  Gholson 
and  not  upon  Mr.  'Wise. 

3Ir.  Vdise  also  challenged  Kon.  Thos.  H.  Bayiy  of  Acomack,  but 
lie  refused  to  accept,  upon  what  grounds  we  have  never  heard. 

PtE'ELECTIOX  TO  CONGRESS  IN  1S39.  PrESTDENTIAL  CavPAIGN  IN 
ISdO.  Second  marriage. 

Tn  IS39  Mr,  Clay,  no  doubt,  was  more  anxious  to  receive  the  nomi- 
nation for  tb.e  Presdency  than  he  was  ever  before  or  afterwards.  And 
to  make  the  cliances  of  his  nomination  more  certain,  and  his  election 
a fixed  fact,  it  was  necessary  in  the  opinion  of  himself  and  friends,  to 
procure  the  support  and  iniluence  of  that  portion  of  the  Democratic 
party  that  had  favored  the  election,  in  ISSG.  of  Hugh  L.  M'diite  and 
John  Tyler.  For  this  purpose  to  be  secured,  Judge  White  had  to  be 
consulted.  3Ir.  AVhe  being  a bosom  friend  of  Judge  Vf  liite,  Mr.  Clay 
•got  him  to  make  the  requisite  enquiries.  In  reply  to  the  enquiry  whe- 
ther or  not  he  had  an  y aspirraions  for  the  Presidency  ? he  said  he  liad- 
none,  and  should  not  have  allowed  his  name  to  Imve  been  placed  in 
that  situation  iu  IS3G,  had  it  not  been  to  assert  Ids  political  and  per- 
sonal iiide[_>endence.  As  for  supporting:  3Ir,  Van  Ouren,  whom  lie  con- 
sidered unsound  in  toto  upon  tlie  questions  of  Slavery  and  Tex^as,  he 
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cauld  not  think  of  such  a thing.  As  for  Mr.  Clay,  he  held  him  in  the 
highest  personal  consideraiion,  but  politically,  as  he  understood  ins 
policy,  they  were  diametrically  opposed  to  each  other,  upon  the  five 
great  cardiJial  principles  that  divided  the  Federal  and  Republicriti  par- 
ties. He  could  not  support  iMr.  Clay  or  any  otlier  man  who  advocated 
a U.  States  Bank,  Protective  Tariff,  Internal  Improvement  by  the  Ge- 
neral Government,  Distribution,  and  the  right  of  Congress  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories.  Mr.  Clay  au- 
thorized Mr.  Wise  to  say  to  Judge  White  that  lie  stood  thus  upon 
these  five  cardinal  issues: 

1.  Bank.  ‘‘He  said  he  had  not  changed  his  opinions  since  1S16. 
That  he  had  avowed  some  change  in  respect  to  the  constitutionality 
of  that  measure,  which  he  had  always  regrelied.  That  he  was  sorry 
he  had  not  adhered  to  the  grounds  that  lie  had  first  taken  upon  that 
subject.  But  then,  though  he  believed  in  the  constitutional  power  of 
Congress  to  incorporate  a Batjk  for  Treasury  purposes,  yet  such  was 
the  force  of  circumstances  and  events,  existing  then  in  1S39,  he  was 
compelled  to  conclude  that  a re-charter  for  matiy  years  would  be  im- 
politic, unsafe,  and  inexpedient.  It  would  never  be  safe  to  re-char- 
ter a U.  States  Bank  whilst  there  was  a popular  minority  even  op- 
posed to  i^s  institution.  The  friends  of  such  an  incorporation  were 
bound  to  await  the  arbitramer;t  of  enlightened  public  opinion.” — “ And 
that  he  would  never  again  recommeiid  a re-charter  of  the  U.  States 
Bank,  unless  it  should  be  called  for  by  the  popular  voice,  approaching 
such  unanimity  as  would  increase  general  confidence  and  safety.” 

2.  On  the  Tariff  he  prided  himself  as  being  “its  Pacificator,  in  be- 
ing the  author  of  the  Tariff  Compromise  of  1832.  He  considered 
that  the  North  had  obtained  its  consideration  in  the  first  five  years  of 
the  act,  and  that  it  would  now  bo  bad  taith  to  deprive  the  South  of 
the  benefits  it  had  bargained  for  in  reduction  a!id  in  equalization  of 
duties  upon  protected  and  unprotected  articles  alike.”  He  emphati- 
cally pledged  himself  no^  to  disturb  his  O'vn  compromise,  but  to  allow 
it  a full  and  fair  operation. 

3.  Upon  Internal  Improvements,  he  said,  “ the  great  design  of  his 
* American'  system,  a.s  it  had  been  called,  was  to  stimulate  tne  States 
to  enterprises  of  impn*vement:  that  he  had  never  tlionght  that  these 
w irks  could  be  accomplished  as  economically  and  as  faittifuliy  by  tiie 
General  Government  as  by  the  States,  and  by  private  companies  and 
individuals  acting  under  State  authority.  That  he  had  effectualiy  at- 
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(ained  his  end.  By  t!ic  appropriations  to  works,  raid  to  surveys  al- 
ready then  made,  the  States  iiad  been  stimulated  to  intoxicaf ion. 
That  they  had  run  into  an  enormous  debt  of  200  millions.  He 
would  ratlier  then  assuage  the  fever,  and  would  arrest  all  farther  sti- 
mulus until  the  State  debts  were  paid.” 

4i  Upon  the  subject  of  Distribution  of  the  Proceeds  of  the  Public 
Lauds,  he  said,  He  never  proposed  a distribution  of  tiie  proceeds, 
except  wiien  there  was  a large  surplus  in  the  treasury.  That  by  his 
bill  in  1S32,  he  had  limitM  the  operation  to  such  a time,  only  five 
years,  as  would  exhaust  the  surplus.  As  long  as  the  revenue  was  re- 
quired for  the  paymeut  of  (he  public  debt,  or  for  any  proper  object  of 
expenditure,  he  would  never  propose  a distribution  amongst  the  States. 
There  was  .then,  1S39.  a debt  of  about  forty  millions,  and  likely  to 
be  a deficiency  of  revenue  unless  the  tariff  was  raised,  wdiich  could 
not  be  done  without  violating  his  compromise.  It  was  morally  cer- 
tain, then,  that  if  he  was  nominated  and  elected,  there  would  be  no 
surplus  during  his  term.  He  would  not  distribute  a deficiency  at  all.” 

5.  On  the  subject  of  Slavery,  he  admitted  that  he  had  advocated  the 
opinion  that  Congress  had  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  in  the  Territories;  but  further  remarked,  that  he  had 
openly  avowed  since  that  time,  in  the  Senate,  that  he  regarded  the 
exercise  of  that  power  Ly  Congress,  without  the  consent  of  the  States 
of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  inexpedient  and  dangeroiis,  and  that  he 
would  resist  the  wrong  with  arms ; that  he  would  resist  the  exorcise 
of  the  po\ver,  as  if  the  power  was  unconstitutional. 

Thus  we  find  Mr.  Clay  in  1S39,  although  on  constitutional  grounds 
opposed  to  the  Democratic  party  upon  every  cardinal  issue,  yet  pledg- 
ing himself  to  be  practically  with  that  party.  These  pledges  being 
given  by  Mr.  Clay  through  Mr.  Wise  to  Judge  White  and  his  friends, 
they  immediately  advocated  his  nomination  in  preference  to  that  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren.  But  before  the  pledges  were  made,  Judge  White  predicted 
that  Mr.  Clay  would  be  shelved  by  the  iniluence  of  Mr.  'Webster,  and  his 
influence  by  what  was  called  the  ^ Triangular  Correspoudeiice.”  3i"his 
name  was  given  to  a correspondence  that  had  sprung  up  in  Rochester, 
Utica  and  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  a damper  upon  the 
claims  of  l^dr.  Clay  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Natioi^al  AVhig 
Convention  at  Harrisburg.  Judge  Wliite  was  riglit  iu  his  predictions. 
The  name  of  General  Scott  was  used  to  defeat  Mr.  Clay  through  the 
Webster  influence;  William  II.  Harrison  and  Jolin  Tyler  receiving 
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the  nomination.  Bnt  before  the  Harrisburg  Convention  met,  and  af- 
ter Mr.  Clay  Imd  made  his  Anti-Whig  pledges  to  Judge  White,  he  r)re- 
pared  an  elaborate  speech,  the  notes  of  which  he  showed  to  air.  Wise 
previous  to  goin.g  to  the  lAylorsville  diiiner.  Air,  Clay  delivered  tliis 
speech  with  great  force,  beauty  of  style,  ami  with  the  happiest  etTect. 
Air.  Wise  was  invited  with  Air.  Clay  to  attend  the  Taylorsville  festi- 
val, but  it  so  happened  he  could  not  go,  but  wrote  thus  to  the  com- 
mittee of  itivitaiion  : That  ••  the  Presidency  could  not  add  one  cubit 
to  liis  statue,  and  I wish  ail  the  world  could  be  there  to  hear  him.’' 
Air.  M’ise  wrote  thus,  and  wished  thus,  because  he  knew  what  Air, 
Clay  would  say,  as  he  had  just  made  the  foregoirig  pledges  and-sliowii 
him  the  prepared  notes  from  whicli  lie  would  speak.  The  policy 
which  he  promised  to  carry  out,  should  he  bo  made  President,  was, 
beyond  question,  practically  Demociatic.  Aloreover,  there  was  a de- 
sire to  get  Air.  Clay  back  into  tlie  ranks  from  which  the  ‘Mkiritan” 
had  enticed  him,  and  with  his  [jowerful  nnii  to  strike  iXatioiiaUsm  or 
Wliiggery  a crushing  blow.  'Fids  inteiition  was  certainly  laudable, 
righteous  and  patriotic.  AVljcn  tlie  Nationals  or  Whigs  met  in  Con- 
vention at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  having  largely  the  majority 
over  the  anti  Van  Buren  Deinocrrds,  they  claimed  tlie  privilege  of 
placing  on  the  head  of  ilieir  ticket  General  Harrison.  And  as  John 
Tyler  had  been  upon  tbe  ticket  wiiii  Judge  AVldte  in  1530,  tlie  anti 
Van  Buren  Democrats,  knowing  tiiat  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
W’as  nearly  divided  upon  many  issues  of  momentous  importance, 
claiiTicd  the  right  to  nomiiiate  a man  wiio,  by  his  casting  vote  in  the 
Senate,  would  guard  and  protect  the  pr!nci]/los  of  trie  States  iliglit 
party.  Consequenty  Air.  Tyler  was  placed  neon  the  ticket  for  the 
Vice-Presidency  by  the  anti  V'an  Buren  or  States  Rights  Democrats. 
They  could  safely  do  this  because  the  Nationals  or  AVhigs  were 
pledged  by  tiioir  greatest  leader,  Henry  Clay,  ai^'ainst  Bank,  Tariff, 
Internal  Improvement,  Distribution,  Abolitii'ui  of  slavery  in  th.c  District 
of  Columbia  and  the  Territories  by  (lie  power  of  Congress,  Ac. 
When  the  Afationals  or  Whigs  assented  that  Air.  Tyler  should  be 
placed  ou  the  ticket  for  tlie  V'ice-Prcsidtmcy,  witli  General  Harrison, 
it  was  considered  a sure  guarantee  of  liie  pledges  made  by  Air.  GiayU 
Air.  Tyler  received  the  uominalion  as  a sort  of  compromise,  iiMepen- 
dently  of  Air.  Clay’s  pledges,  thnuigh  tlie  instmnientahry  of  Ah'. 
Wise.  Yet  this  compromise  was  not  eilected  without  some  dirii- 
culty  by  the  anti  Van  Buren  Democrats  who  distrusted  tlio  Nation- 
als or  Wings  from  a knowledge  of  their  antecedents,  nctwithstaud- 
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ing  their  pledges.  This  was  arranged  hj  Mr.  Vv  ise,  very  adroitly  and 
justly.  Williain  C.  Rives  had  expiutgcd  Mr.  Tyler  from  the  United 
States  Senate,  and  in  turn  had  become  a Conservative  late  in  the  day 
upon  the  Specie  Circular,  and  appealed  to  the  opposition  votes  in  the 
Virginia  Legislature  to  send  Iiim  back  to  the  Senate.  The  question 
then  arose  before  tiiat  body,  Shall  lire  vicli/n  or  tlie  instrument  of  ex- 
punging be  seat  to  the  Senate  Ihu  what  was  strange  about  the  adair 
was,  that  Mr.  Clay  and  his  friends,  favored  tlie  return  of  Mr.  Rives  to  the 
Senate.  At  that  time  Mr.  Wise  had  a few  friends  imthe  Virginia  Legis- 
lature, at  the  head  of  whom  was  John  M.  Gregory  now  of  Richmond. 
Tiiese  friends  held  the  balance  of  power  in  that  body  at  that  time.  The 
•day  for  aa  election  of  United  States  Senator  linaliy  came  off,  when  the 
ballotings  comparatively  were  almost  as  numerous  as  they  were  for 
Speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  34th  Congress,  when  Richardson,  Banks 
and  Fuller  were  candidates~and  for  some  time  VvUtli  tire  same  etfect. 
•The  I^iegislatiire  refusing  to  elect  dir.  Rives,  caucuses  were  held  at 
Washington  City  and  einissaries  sent  to  Richmond ; but  still  no  election 
could  be  had.  Finally  it  was  found  out  that  dir.  Wise  aud  his  friends 
checked  their  operations,  and  then  an  eifort  was  made  to  bully  him  into 
subjection  and  pany  influence,  but  to  no  purpose.  /Fhe  party  at 
dVashington  tlien  arraigned  dir.  Wise  in  caucus,  when  ho  defended 
Iris  position  by  telling  them  that  Ire  never  intended  as  long  as  it  ^vas 
in  his  power  to  prevent  it,  that  the  iustnwient  of  expiUiction  should  be 
placed  over  its  victim  by  Whig  or  anti  expunging  votes.”  At  last  dir. 
dVise  suggested  a compromise  ; and  it  was,  that  his  friends  would  allow 
dir.  Rives  to  be  elected,  if  Mr.  Clay  and  his  friends  would  allow  dir. 
Tyler  to  be  placed  on  the  ticket  with  General  Harrison,  to  preside  over 
Mr.  Rives,  and  by  his  casting  vote  guard  the  cherished  principles  oi 
the  States  Rigiits  Democracy,  d’his  proposition  was  readily  assented 
to,  but  unavoidably  by  the  dVhig  party.  And  but  for  dir.  Tyler  be- 
ing })laced  upon  the  Whig  ticket  in  1S40,  Mr.  dVise  would  Iiave  re- 
mained neutral  in  that  contest.  He  never  would  have  voted  for  Har- 
rison and  Granger  regardless  of, the  pledges  of  dir.  Clay.  He  was 
from  the  beginning  a Tyler  advocate,  knowing  that  dir.  Tyler  was  an 
nndeviatitig  and  iinrUnchiiig  defender  of  States  Rights.  It  vuas  imder- 
stood  that  if  dir.  Rives  was  elected  to  the  Senate,  that  dir.  Tyler  should 
be  tlie  nominee  foi  Vice-President.  Tliese  Bicts  will  certaitiiy  sJiOW 
to  the  world  that  dim  election  of  John  'Pyler  to  tnc  Presidency,  was  tlie 
overtiirow  of  the  United  States  Bank  attd  many  other  odious  Federal 
favorites;  and  will  account  for  dir.  Wise’s  being  tiie  main  stay  .and 


ua:i. 


•I  »j. 


1 


Jmr.  Yr^  ,oaiV^  ar.lT  „*»st«l.,  f.a.fj 

jo:b  ) ■?<(}  ((H,.it  i l‘ail  *t»>rM  .0  m^Ui'ff  .•yfjIiH 

Yi.S  (li  Mi.;t  ovi»cv'«<M6,K,y  a mM^.4  iud  mot  tn  hnit  ,d)oma  tou.iZ 
aJJl  «J  fca-,«fo»,iO  0f»*f3  «ffo'oqu 

nort«H);j)  trfi’  .p),^,a3  M rfwiil  ,«»mI  )»n9»  oj  »injglai2,j  ' 

Aw»l«Vi  S5i}j  «iid«  ■•  eiolad  nsriJ 

siij  Jwo.la  tedv/  ii.a  "j  oj-qiaS  oji»  uj  inM'&d  jjidstiDq 

. *<*»  h«6y'«i'i  ,af.«*H>e4il  Yfllts''.iK  jarfj  ^ 

r:nr^V(Y  t.,M  );#i  /fi»r>uiil-wa'ty!4Aeil  6ti  (i  .vf4entiJ  3»il)  jA  .stotisa 
^**.a^**^**^  **  j^«a  -\n  Jisori  tats  ia'^tjil''.- 


1 -otmj  p:p4  imii  If i iow<sq.  V.  ^jomlcd  mU  LM  zhmh^  ©gorJl* 

ri;  ro(^w  ,t cr  UtiijU  >o  i^oii&afa^uinof 

....  ■JiiS'B’  «.  .»'  ' ■')  ■".>•)!>■  i-p 


lij  ■;« 'A -« 


■a  Cl-il  m|  ;ei.vi‘I  -yl€  .i>vlg,y.i  wiiWV  «rfj/W3«af*',.rtT^ 

on  JfiJrih/d  : hanuulM^  Si  e»,Tf#io»  jM,#Y,i3  iloj^lpfaiW 

^ '.tart  «f  Wood  -y,  , ^ 

«i4  .tfoiia mv^J^crSv  ,tii»!>imMjo  li&tU  ItarffeS  vi 

fki..  f»i . i/wr , : . ;’<' • >.  < . m 


u ) r • V ^ fmiU  fd-a^hhoq  dd 

i t 147,6  Ivoaolq  , 1 

•■rt.,  Llilow  akl,  [,i%.Sti?  .7^,  ^ M .,W 


. utrp  ijM  .'ilf  3«,.4wJU  ^t.  . iirt  . /* 

ifO^T  i ^ 

tuoil 


If -^  7 ,iiT^  79$0«lO  li(V4’  :i 

‘ t'-'.-i  i/ijv3rtua  II 

•*1  ■ •It  lil:^.  * ’■<  ♦.  . - « ^ 


r^*r  -I  '■'  RtuiMkij^  t^i}  Ujow‘611: 1.1 

5 aiiv,.  .x,  wdio  vu,i,-.i  JwK^iMnrtl  «,«)«  WhoU  *3)  ^o  void) wo  ^ 
ti»V»«‘W4«a*!j  guM  a-aaiVf  .,K  loi  iBnoo'yc  tJiw  bo.  jMif»7«3  ‘ 


‘ife 


XXX 11 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH. 


bulwark  of  the  Tyler  administration,  which  will  compare  in  point  of 
ability  to  any,  Jas.  K.  Polk's  not  excepted.  Mr.  Wise  was  actuated  in 
the  course  he  took  in  1S40,  through  the  most  strictly  Southern  lliglrts 
conception  of  tlie  Constitution.  And  through  Mr.  VVise,  as  we  have 
before  stated,  John  Tyler  saved  the  country  from  Van  Burenism,  whicl]i, 
like  Know  Nothingism,  is  but  ariotlier  name  for  Abolitionism,  or  the 
essence  and  qhintessonce  of  all  that  is  rotten,  corrupt  and  loath- 
some. 

On  the  4th  of  July  1S40,  Mr.  Vv“ise  was  in  the  city  of  Philadelplna, 
and  littered  that  sentiment  which  became  so  general  a watchword  of 
influence,  ‘‘The  Union  of  tlie  Whigs  for  the  sake  of  the  Union.” 
This  was  a piece  of  pure  philosophy,  as  well  as  a watchword  of  party. 
It  recommended  a union  of  the  Whigs,  or  those  who  stood  upon  the 
pledges  that  Mr.  Clay  had  given  to  Judge  Wliite  through  Mr.  Wise, 
with  the  National  Republican  Whigs,  not  for  themselves  but  for  the 
Union.  This  expression,  in  fact,  was  a liint  to  the  Nationals  or  Whigs, 
that  they  were  to  respect  and  sustain  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party.  That  they  were  not  to  use  their  party  for  a selfish  policy, 
but  to  unite  with  the  Democracy  to  protect  the  country  against  the 
party  of  Martin  Yan  Buren.  Tiie  convictions  arrived  at  by  Mr.  Wise, 
and  that  portion  of  the  Democratic  party  which  acted  with  him,  were 
as  true  as  prophecies,  and  by  his  almost  superhuman  exertions  in  plac- 
ing John  Tyler  upon  the  Harrisburg  ticket,  he  saved  Texas  and  the 
Union,  and  placed  the  country  and  the  Democratic  party  in  an  attitude 
that  insured  their  success  brilliant  under  the  banner  of  1-^olk  and  Dallas 
' in  1844. 

In  November  1810,  Mr.  Wise  married  his  second  wife,  Miss  Sarah, 
third  daughter  of  the  Hon.  John  Sergeant  of  Philadelphia. 

« 

Extra  Session  of  Congress.  1S41.  Rejection  for  the  Mission 

TO  France.  Re-election!  to  Congress.  Elected  Minister  to 

Rio  Janeiro,  Returns  Home  in  1S47. 

The  last  session  of  Congress  that  met  under  Van  Buren  was  in  IS  IO 
and ’41.  In  the  spririg  of  1841  Mr.  \Vise  met  with  Mr.  Clay  and 
Thomas  W.  Gilmer  so  >.n  after  the  election,  and  was  congratulating 
himself  to  Mr.  Clay  thn  i : Well,  sir,  said  he,  “ We  li  '.re  fomalit  a good 
fight  iu  Virginia,  sir,  and  ahhoiigli  wo  did  not  exactly  win  the  victory, 
we  came  off  with  the  honors  of  war.”  i\Ir.  Clay  replied  : “I  congra- 
tulate myself,  sir,  that  Virginia  has  gone  for  the  enemy.”  Why,  said 
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Mr.  Wise,  thought  you  once  said,  you  would  prefer  defeat  with 
your  mother  State  for  you,  to  victory  with  her  voice  against  you.'’ 
“Sir,”  said  .Mr.  Clay,  “we  will  no  longer  be  embarrassed  by  her 
peculiar  opinions.”  This  was  the  language  and  sentiment  of  that 
great,  adroit,  astute  and  disappointed  politician  Henry  Clay.  Mr. 
Clay’s  interpretation  of  the  whole  matter  was  this:  as  he  had  not  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  the  Presidency  over  General  Harrison  at 
the  Harrisburg  Convention,  he  no  longer  considered  himself  bound 
by  his  pledges  to  Judge  White.  The  question  now^  arises,  would  he 
have  abided  those  jdedges  had  he  been  made  President?  What  does 
the  philosophic  politician  say?  For  ourselves  we  shall  not  hazard  an 
opinion  of  the  man  of  whom  John  C.  Breckenridge  said,  “His  country- 
men had  wove  for  him  a laurel  wreatli,  and  with  common  hands  had 
placed  it  upon  his  venerable  brow  and  sent  him  crowned  to  history.” 
The  first  thing  that  was  done  after  the  Log  Cabin  triumph  in  1S40,  was 
to  call  an  extra  session  of  Congress — so  anxious  were  the  successful 
party  to  commehce  the  war  of  extermination,  and  disvow  every  pledge 
to  which  they  had  sworn  eternal  fidelity,  and  promised  a sacred  allegi- 
ance. Very  soon  after  Mr.  Wise  reached  Washington  in  the  spring  of 
IS41,  he  saw  that  it  was  evidently  the  intention  of  the  victors,  under 
the  leadership  of  Clay,  to  call  an  extra  session.  To  make  all  ne- 
cessary arrangements  for  this  purpose,  they  assembled  in  caucus,  and 
gave  evident  signs  by  v/hat  policy  they  were  dictated  and  influenced. 
Mr.  \Fise  not  only  opposed  the  extra  session,  which  was  gotten  up  to 
snatch  a bank  charter  from  the  arbitrament  of  enliglitened  public  opi- 
nion, which  was  not  be  waited  for,  but  to  pass  harbor  and  river  im- 
])rovement  bills:  to  distribute  a deficiency  in  the  Treasury;  to  revise 
and  increase  the  Tariff;  to  violate  the  Compromise  of  1S32;  to  give 
new  life  to  Protection  ; and  to  agitate  a Slavery  issue  ; but  he  opposed 
the  whole  Federal  scheme  from  beginning  to  end,  in  a speech  deli- 
vered in  t!ie  House  of  Representatives  in  the  month  qf  January  pre- 
vious to  the  inauguration  of  General  Harrison,  and  at  a time  when  tlie 
Whig  party  had  just  swept  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union. 

Immediately  after  the  death  of  President  Harrison,  I\Ir.  Wise  was 
the  first  man  that  rushed  to  the  side  of  President  Tyler  and  advised 
bun  by  all  means  to  veto  the  United  Stales  Bank  bill,  and  use  every 
Giort  to  procure  tlie  speedy  annexation  of  Texas.  i\Ir.  Tyler  Wcos  de- 
nounced as  a traitor  by  a party  themselves  false  and  iaithless  to  the 
niost  sacred  pledges. 

Mr.  Tyler’s  political  career,  which  has  been  eminently  States  Right 
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and  Conservative,  stands  now  upon  the  public  records  of  the  nation 
for  the  judgment  of  posterity. 

In  1S12  Mr.  Wise's  name  was  sent  to  the  United  States  Senate, 
tlii'ongh  the  instrumentality  of  his  friend,  Bailie  Peyton,  for  the  mis- 
sion to  Phance.  A Whig  Senate  rejected  him.  In  the  spring  of  1S43 
he  was  a candidate  for  re-election.  Mr.  Hiil  Carter  of  Shirley,  was 
his  opponent,  who  was  induced  to  run  by  a Whig  clirpje  in  the  city 
of  Richmond;  but  although  the  district  had  just  given  Harrison  and 
Tyler  1600  majority,  they  sustained  Mr.  Wise  against  a Whig  Senate 
and  triumphantly  returned  him  to  Congress  by  liis  old  majority.  '100. 
On  I\Ir.  IVise’s  return  to  Congress  it  was  discovered  that  liis  physical 
health  was  giving  away  rapidly  from  the  constant  excitement  of  about 
ten  years.  Consequently  his  friends  sent  his  name  again  to  the  Senate 
for  the  Court  of  llio  .Taneiro.  The  same  indacnce  tliat  'had  defeated 
him  for  the  F’rench  mission  was  about  to  be  brought  against  his  name 
again,  with  the  additional  offence  he  had  committed  in  denouncing 
the  great  leader  of  the  Whig  party,  Henry  Clay,  in  his  then  recent 
canvass  with  Mr.  Hill  Carter.  But  before  any  decision  was  made  in 
his  case,  William  S.  Archer,  Senator  from  Virginia,  sought  an  inter- 
view with  Mr.  Wise,  and  asked  him,  why  was  it  he  iiad  been  so  bitter 


in  his  late  canvass  against  tlie  apostle  of  Whiggery,  Henry  Clay  ? iMr. 
IViso  then  enquired  of  him  ‘Mf  the  French  mission,  the  Brazilian 
mission  and  all  the  rest  of  the  missions  belonged  to  air.  Clay  ? And 
was  subserviency  to  him  a necessary  qualification  for  office  ? W’ere 
personal  dilTerences,  and  not  public  considerations,  to  govern  in  select- 
ing foreign  ministers?  That  it  was  the  office  of  a vSenator  to  enquire, 
not  whetiier  the  nomination  is  lit,  is  he  faithful  to  tlie  country,  but  is 
he  a friend  of  a political  favorite  who  was  not  in  power?  In  conclu- 
sion, he  informed  Mr.  Arclier  to  go  back  to  his  friends  and  tell  them 
tliat  if  they  would  act  like  men  worthy  to  be  called  friends  of  tlieir 
idol,  they  would  resent  his  insults,  and  would  do  so  in  their  proper  per- 
sons, and  would  not  do  it  by  abusing  tiieir  public  ofiices.” 

Mr.  Arciicr  made  no  report  to  the  caucus,  but  demanded  that  Mr. 
Wise  should  be  sent  to  Rio  Janeiro,  which  was  done. 

On  the  Sth  day  of  PMbruary  ISdi,  he  resigned  his  seat  in  Congress, 
and  sailed  from  New  York  for  Rio  in  the  month  of  31ay  following  Ids 
resignation.  His  course  in  Brazil  met  with  the  entire  approbiitioi  of 
Ih'esideiits  Tyler  and  Volk,  and  tlieir  Secretaries  of  State,  Calhoun  ruid 
Buchanan.  He  returned  home  in  October  lS-17. 
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nCTIRES  TO  PRIVATE  LIFE.  StATE  ElECTOR  FOR  THE  StATE  IN  1S4S. 

Election  to  the  State  Convention.  Death  of  his  second  wife. 

Elector  again  for  the  State  in  1S52.  ^hird -marriage.  PeR' 

SONAL  APPEARANCE.  CONCLUSION. 

After  Mr.  Wise  returned  fronri  Brazil  he  retired  to  private  life,  in- 
tending to  resume  his  profession,  having  been  in  public  life  from  1S33 
to  1S47.  But  the  campaign  between  Cass  and  Taylor  coming  on.  lie 
was  called  by  the  Democratic  party  of  the  State  to  act  cis  one  of  the 
electors  at  large.  He  immediately  buckled  on  his  armor  and  went 
boldly  tjo  work.  In  1S50  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Convention 
which  revised  the  Constitution.  His  course  there  is  recently  known. 

During  the  session  of  the  Convention  he  received  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  his  second  wife.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven  children, 
leaving  at  her  death  only  four  living ; Richard  Alsop,  Elieiij  John 
Sergeant,  and  Spencer  Wise. 

In  the  month  of  November  1S53,  Mr.  Wise  was  married  the  third 
time,  to  Miss- Mary  Elizabeth  Lyons  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  sister 
of  Mr.  James  Lyons,  a distinguished  law'yer  of  that  place. 

We  shall  see,  in  future  pages  of  this  volume,  under  what  circum- 
stances and  in  what  manner,  he  was  elected  in  May  1S55,  by  the  peo- 
]>Ie,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Yirginia  for  four  years,  com- 
mencing January  the  1st,  1S56. 

Mr.  ’Wise  is  five  feet  eleven  inches  high  ; his  average  weight  is  130 
pounds  : he  is  remarkably  lean  ; was  originally  fair  skinned,  but  is  now 
swarthy;  his.  hair  is  a light  auburn,  and  was,  when  young,  almost 
ilaxen,  which  he  generally  .vears  long,  and  behind  his  ears  ; his  head 
is  large,  with  great  deptli  between  the  temples;  his  forehead  is  low, 
but  broad  ; his  eyes  large,  gray  and  deep  set,  arched  by  a heavy  and 
remarkably  expressive  brow,  which  by  turns  shows  all  the  workings 
ot  the  inner  man  ; his  nose  is  large  and  prominent,  and  is  what  might 
be  termed  a Vir^^-iuia  nose;  his  mouth  is  capacious;  liis  lips  rather 
thick;  his  jaws  lank  and  ilorid  ; chin  broad  and  prominent,  with  fur- 
rough  from  the  centre  downwards;  he  was  originally  very  strait  and 
active,  but  begins  to  stoop  a little.  Upon  the  wiiole  he  is  not  a iianJ- 
suine  man,  but  one  that  will  in  any  assemblage  impress  tlie  beholder 
With  liis  manly  atid  defiant  features.  He  is  an  excessive  chewer  of 
t ibacco,  but  never  smokes,  and  rarely  drinks  anything  of  an  alcoholic 
character.  ]Rr.  Wise  is  remarkably  abstemious  and  regular  in  all  his 
Itabits  except  cliewing  tobacco. 
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Thus  we  have  sketched,  in  as  succinct  a manner  as  possible,  the  life 
of  one  of  the  most  ilinstrious  men  ever  reared  in  this  commonwealth. 
]\Ir.  Wise  combines  qualities  that  eminently  bent  him  to  steer  the  helm 
of  State  through  troubled  times,  especially  tlirongh  this  threatening  cri- 
sis.  Tlioroughly  acquainted  and  largly  experienced  in  the  machinery 
of  government,  possessing  wide  and  comprehensive  views  of  the  re- 
quirements of  the  nation,  firm,  decided  and  inflexible,  the  fearless  tri- 
bune of  the  people,  he  is  competent  to  the  highest  duties  of  State. 
II  is  course,  and  triumphant  defence  of  the  Democratic  faith  in  the  late 
gubernatorial  campaign  in  tliis  State,  entitle  idm  to  the  highest  consi- 
sideratiori  and  lasting  endearment  of  ail  who  love  and  veish  to  per- 
petuate the  Union  of  the  States, 

Jefferson  has  made  his  memory  immortal  as  the  author  of  the 
])eclaration  of  Independence  and  Ileligions  Toleration  ; iMason  as  the 
author  of  the  Bill  of  Rights;  Jackson  by  severing  Bank  and  Govern- 
ment; and  Henry  A.  Wise  by  ‘-crushing  out,’’  from  all  law-abiding 
States,  that  most  detestable,  insidious,  loathsome.  Protean-like,  bane- 
ful, and  contemptible  of  all  isms — -Hnow  Nothingism.  He.  is  the 
great  benefactor  of  the  people  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Long  may 
he  live  to  enjoy  with  his  fellow  citizens  the  fruits  of  his  labours. 
IMay  he  wear,  with  republican  simplicity  and  fidelity,  the  honors  of 
his  country,  and  preserve  unsullied  and  untarnished  those  that  still 
await  him. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


In  presenting  tlais  v/orl:  to  the  public,  it  is  our  aim  to  give 
a full  account  of  the  operations  of  the  secret  political  society  known 
as  the  Know'-Xothing  Party,  in  Virginia,  in  1855.  In  doing  this, 
we  hope  to  present  something  useful  to  the  living,  and  wdiich  may 
guard  the  untiiiiiking  in  after  generations  against  the  machinations 
of  any  secret  sect,  cliopae  or  party,  that  may  liave  for  its  object  a 
usurpation  of  the  government  and  its  spoils,  by  other  tenure  than 
the  popular  voice.  If  we  succeed  in  this  wm  shall  have  accouiplislied 
our  chief  aim.  We  shall  present  the  arguments  of  the  ablest  iuen 
in  the  land,  both  as  speakers  and  as  wTiters.  against  Pinow-Nothing- 
ism,  coupled  w^ith  their  defence  of  the  time  honored  principles  of 
the  Democratic  party.  Tiiis  work  will  he  compiled  principally  of 
such  newspaper  articles  and  speeches  as  w^ere  elicited  in  the  war 
against  Know-Xothingism  during  the  gubernatorial  canvass  of  1855. 
The  newspapers  from  which  we  have  drawui  most  copiously,  are  the 
Itichmond  En([uirer,  Examiner  . and  Whig.  In  prefacing  these 
compiled  extracts,  we  have  given  our  opinions  succinctly,  conscien- 
tioiisly,  fearlessly,  and  unreservedly. 

James  Plxkney  Hameleton,  M.  I). 

riitsiflvania  C.  H.  Vn.  ^ ■ 

December,  1855.  ^ ‘ 
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DEMOCRATIC  MEETIXO  IM  XORFOLK  COUETY  IX  THE 
FALL  OF  1854.— HOE.  HEEEY  A.  WISE’S  LETTER  URGE 
KEOW-EOTHIEGISAI. 

During  the. latter  part  of  tiie  summer  of  1854,  the  nevrspapers  of  Virginia 
began  to  direct  their  attention  to  the  gubernatorial  canvass  that  was  to  come 
off  in  our  state  in  the  next  year.  "'Tarious  jirominent  individuals  were 
spoken  of  by  their  respective  friends,  vrhen,  in  the  early  part  of  September 
1S54,  the  citizens  of  Norfolk  county  determined  to  hold  a meeting  and  cor- 
respond with  these  distinguished  gentlemen  in  order  to  obtain  from  them 
an.  expression  of  opini<>n  in  regard  to  the  new  party  then  said  to  be  organ- 
izing  in  the  state,  under  tlio  cognomen  of  Know- .Nothings.  The  committee 
of  correspondence  appointed  by  this  meeting  wrote  to  the  follownng  gentle- 
men; viz:  Ex-Governor  Vv'illiam  Smitli,  Lieut.  Governor  S.  F.  Leake,  Hon, 
John  Letcher,  Hon.  Jantes  A.  Seddon,  and  Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise.  All  o.f 
these  gentlemen  very  promptly  answered,  and  all  satisfactorily,  with  the 
exception  of  Ex-Gov.  .Smith.  Ho  answered  afier  a long  time,  but  evasively- 
Mr.  Wise's  ansyrer  was  prompt,  plain,  satisfactory  and  elaborate.  In  Ins 
letter  to  this  committee  was  recognized  the  true  spirit  of  a somhern  republi- 
can and  statesman.  There  was  no  document  that  appeared  on  the  subject 
v.hich  bespoke  so  truly  the  sentiments  of  tlie  Democratic  party  of  Virginia  in 
tlieir  utter  detestation  of  secret  pol'd  leal  societies  and  religious  intolerance. 
We  give  this  masterly  production  an  appropriate  insertion  in  the  beginning 
of  this  compilation: 

OXLY,  NEAR  OXAXCOCK,  ViRGIXIA,  } 

September  ISth,  1S54.  \ 

To 

Dear  Sir : — I now  proceed  to  give  you  the  reasons  for  the  opinion.'  1 
expressed  In  mv  letter  of  the  Jjid  instant,  fully  as  rny  leisure  will  permit: 
1 said  that  I did  not  ‘‘think  Ural  tlie  present  state  of  affairs  in  this  country 
us  such  as  to  justif*]  the  foi-mctloii,  by  the  people,  of  any  Secret  Polihcal 
Society.” 

The  laws  of  the  Llnlted  Mate.s — federal  and  state  laws — declare  and 
defend  the  liberties  of  our  {■eoide.  Tiiey  are  free  in  every  sense — free  in 
the  sense  of  Idagna  Charta  and  beyond  Magna  Charta;  free  by  the  surpaiis* 
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j^jU  — dw#i  aiwifi  bi>«  lo  4W«i  s»dT 

trf  >>i\ — tti  4HH  \ mT  %«o  eoilt^dil  ^dJ  Y- 
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ing  franciiise  of  Ameiican  Charters,  \vhich  makes  ihein  Sovereign  and  their 
wills  the  sources  of  co?isiitufions  and  laws.  " 

If  ihe  archbishop  .might  say  to  King  John,  ‘ 

“ l/pt  evpry  Eriton,  as  his  mi>id,  be  free  ; ' ■ r*  . 

. His ’)er;son  sate ; liis  property  secure ; . ‘ 

His  lioiise  as  sacred  as  tiie  iVuie  of  Heaven;  ‘ 

\'v  atchiri'X,  uU'^een,  tiis  ever  open  door,  '•  . 

' '■  Watching  the  reahn,  the  spirit  of  tlie  la-ws  ; ' 

• His  fate  determined  by  the  rales  of  right,  , ’ _ - 

‘ V-  . His  \oioe  enacted  in  the  common  voice  ... 

And  general  siiiiiage  of  the  assembled  realm, 

A'o  hand  invisible  to  write  his  doom  ; 

Ko  demon  starting  at  the  midnierht  hour, 

■ To  draw  his  curlain,  or  to  drag  him  down  y f 

' To  mansions  of  despair.  Wide  to  the  world 
Diseluse  the  seci'els  of  the  prison  walls. 

And  bid  the  groanitigs  of  the  dunge.  n strike 
^ The  public  Oar — IriviolabJe  pref-'er\  e ' 

,,  a,  r - The  sacred  shield  that  covn-s  all  the  land. 

The  neaven-C'.uderr'd  palladium  of  the  isle, 

, To  Eritori’.s  son-g  t!;e  judgmeiit  of  their  peers, 

, h On  these  great  pil!oi-=: ; freodum  of  the  Uilnd, 

Freedom  of  speech,  ami  fn.;eilom  of  the  pen, 

Forev  er  changiiig,  yet  i'orever  sure,  • 

The  base  of  Jinloir  vests. 


- — W8  may  say  that  our  American  Charters  have  more  than  conftirned  these 
laws  of  the  Confessor,  and  our  people  hpve  given  to  them  *•' as  free,  as  fuli, 
and  as  sovereign  a conseni”  as  was  ever  given  hy  John  to  the  bishops  and 
the  barons,  at  Kimnimede.  the  Held  of  freedoin.”  to  which  it  was  said— 


“ Evitairi's  sons  sliall  come, 

• ■ Shall  tread  wliere  heroes  and  where  patriots  trod,  ' , 

• To  worship  as  they  walk  1” 

In  tliis  country,  at  this  time,  does  any  man  think  anything?  Vdould  he 
think  aloud  ? Would  he  speak  anytliing?  '\CouId  he  write  anything  r His 
mind  is  free,  his  person  is  safe,  his  property  is  secure,  his  hou.'^o  is.  his  castle, 
the  spirit  of  the  laws  is  his  body-guard  atid  Ins  house-iguard  : the  Cite  of  one 
is  the  fate  of  all  mea«^ured  by  [tie  same  cornirion  rule  of  right;  his  voice  is 
heard  and  felt  in  the  genera'  sulfrage  of  freemen  ; his  trial  is  in  open  court, 
confronted  by  wii ties and  accu>er<;  ids  prisoti  house  lias  no  secrets,  and 
he  has  the  judgmem:  of  hi-  ]>er-rs  : and  tiiere  is  nouirht  to  make  him  aWaid, 
so  long  U’  he  respects  tlie  ri gilts  of  his  eriuals  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  dVouhi 
he  propagate  Truth? — Trutii  ia  Iree  to  cr>,'nhat  Crror.  Would  he  projiaguce 
Error? — Error  itself  may  stalk  ‘a’uroad  an  1 do  her  mischief  and  make  night 
itself  grow  darker,  prov  idmi  'Fruth  is  left  tree  to  djhnw,  however  slowly,  with 
her  torches  to  light  up  the  wreck  ’ Wi;y.  then,  should  any  poition  of  the 
people  desire  to  retiro  in  -'Ccret,  and  !>y  secret  means  to  propagate  a political 
thought,  or  w'ord,  or  deed,  by. stealth?  vVhv  b-md  together,  exclusive  of 

others,  to  do  .something  which  all  may  not  know  of,  towards  some  oolitica] 
end?  If  it  be  good,  wliy  not  make  liie  good  I'/iov-n  t Whv  not  think  it.  speak 
it,  WTitc  it,  act  it  out  opealy  and  aloud  ? Or.  is  it  evil,  which  h.ivrtit  darkne.ss 
rather  than  ligld?  Wju  n there  is  no  nf'c^sEfy  to  iu.-tifv  a secret  a.ssociation 
iov  polii’cal  ends,  Avhat  dse  ^on  ju'-tlly  it  r \ caucus  mav  sit  in  .secret  to 
consult  on  the  general  \ ilicy  of  a great  public  Tmrty.  That  maw  be  noce>- 
sa'-y  or  convenient;  but  lh.it  evmi  is  re; C'dicnsihlo,  if  carncil  too  far.  Tut 
be.  e is  p/ropose*i  a great  inamnry,  nariunai  • Tganization,  in  its  inception  — 
What?  SEdjody  kvov.'S.  ’i'o  do  what'  knows.  How'organized  ? 

JVob Oily  knows,.  Governed  hy  whom?  .h'obodij  knows.  How  bound?  By 
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wliat  nte.s^  33y  wiiat  test  oatJis  ? Wit.li  v/hat  limitation's  and  re.^traints? 
A’obody,  nobody  knows!!!  AH  we  know  is,  that  \)crionn  oi' for&ig/i  birth 
and  of  Catholic  faith  are  prosci-lbed,  and  so  are  fill  others  'wiio  dosi’t  pro- 
seribe  them  at  the  polls.  Tins  is  ceriainiy  against  the  spirit  of  Magna 
Charta.  - 

Such  is  our  condition  of  freedom  at  liomc,  sliOwiLin:  no  necessitv  for  sncIi 
a secret  orijanlzalion  and  its  antagoni-'an  to  the  very  basis  of  American  rights. 
And  our  comparative  native  and  Protestant  strength  at  home  repels  the  pica 
of  such  necessity  still  more.  The 'statistic:,  of  immigration  sliow.  that  fioni 
1S;20  to  isi  .January,  1S53,  inclusive,  for  3*2  years  and  more,  3;*2t)4.S4S  for- 
eigners ai'rived  in  tiie  United  States,  at  the  average  rate  of  100. lol  per 
annum  : that  the  number  ot  persons  of  foreign  birth  now  in  the  United  States 
is  2, *210,839;  that  the  nn.^nber  of  natives,  whites,  is  T7,7S7,oiS,  and  of  per- 
sons who.se  nativity  is  unknown  f is  39,1.54.  (Quere,  by  the  by: — 4Vhat 
will  I\now-k\'of/(ingC’  do  witii  the  '•  unh'nown  !^')  The  number  of  natives  to 
pei’-'-ofis  of  foreign  birtli  in  the  TTiited  States,  is  as  S to  1,  and  the  most  of 
the  latter,  of  course,  are  naiuraIiz>?fL  In  Virginia  the  whole  number  of 
wiiite  natives  is  S13,S91,  of  persons  born  out  of  the  State  and  in  the  United 
States,  57, 502,  making  a total  of  natives  of  871,393;  and  the  number  of 
]jer.^ons  bom  in  foreign  countries,  is  22,953.  So  that  in  Vire'inia  the  num- 
ber of  natives  is  to  the  number  of  persons  born  in  foreign  countries,  nearly 
as  38  to  1,  . ' 

Again: — the  churches  of  the  United  States  provide  accommodations  for 
14,234,825  votaries  ; the  Toman  Catholics  for  t)Ut  667,8*23;  the  number  of 
yo-tai'ies  in  the  Protestant  to  the  number  in  the  Roman  Catholic  in  the  United 
State.>.  as  21  to  1.  Tn  kdrginia  the  whole  number  is. 856,436,  the  Roman 
Catholics  7,930,  or  108  to  i . / ^ 

The  number  of  church.es  in  the  United  States  is  38,061,  of  Caihohc 
chnrclies  1,221;  more  tnan  31  to  1 are  ProtestarT.  In  4'irginia  the  number 
of  rfiurches  i^  2,383,  of  Catholic  rhurchms  is  17;  more  titan  140  to  1. 

TiiC  whole  value  of  churcli  property  i.u  the  United  States  i.-  .$87,328,801, 
of  Catholic  cliurch  property  is  $9, *256.7.58,  or  9 to  1.  In  Virginia  the  wlioie 
value  of  clrarch  property  is  $2,856,076;  of  Catholic  church  property, 
$126,100,  or  *2*2  to  1.  , ■ • ' 

in  the  United  States  there  are  four  Protestant  sects,  either  of  which  is 
larger  than  the  Catholics: 


The  Baptists  provide  accomraodations  for 
The  hlethodists  for 

The  Presbyterians  for  , , ■ . 

M'he  Congregationahsts  for 

3,247,023 
’ 4.:44:T->‘3 

2,073,630 
S0L8:^j 

Airgreg.ate  of  four  Protestant  sects, 
The  Catholics  for 

10,472.07.3 

667,823 

hl^joritv  of  onlv  four  Protestant  sects, 
Ad.l  the  lipis^opaiians  Ibr 

3,.su4.2-30 

6-i;P59S 

fTajority  of  only  hve  Prote.stant  sects. 

10, .U7, 84.8 

In  Virginia  there  are  five  Pietestant  sects,  either  of  which 
<-'aihol.‘cs  in  the  State. 

Upi.scopa],  ' 

I.uttieran, 

I\1  ethodists, 
rrosb}'terian, 


Catholics, 
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f Or  noarl}' 9S  to  1.'  ' , ■ . . , 

• ■ Thus  natives  are  to  p<^rsons  of  foreign  birth  ’ • . ■ 

In  the  Unitetl  States,  as  ' * . 8 to  I 

lu  Vira-iiiia,  as  _ SS  to  1 

The  Protestant  church  accommodations  are  to  the  Cuthoiic  '* 

In  the  United  States,  ris  21  to  1 

In  Virgimo,  as  lOS  to  1 

The  number  of  Protestant  churches  is  to  the  number  of  Catholic 

In  the  United  Stales,  os  . - ' - 31  to  1 . : 

In  Virginia,  as  • ' - ' _ UPt  to  1 

‘The  vahre  ot  Protestant  church  property  in  the  United  States,  is  to  the  value  of  Cath 
die  chdrch  property  as  ^ 9 to  1 

In  Virginia,  as  ^ ' 22  to  1 


. There  are  four  Protestant  sects,  each  of  vrhich  is  lai;ger  than  tiie  Catholic, 
in  the  United  States,  and  the  aggregate  of  which  exceeds  the  Catholic  by  a 
rnajoritv  of  9,8G4g250  votaries,  and,  adding  one  sect  smaller,  by  a majoriiv  of 
10:4U7,84S. 

In  Virginia  there  are  five  Protestant  sects,  ea.ch  larger  than  the  number  of 
Catboiics  in  the  state,  atid  th.e  -aggregate  of  which  exceeds  the  Catholics  by 
a rnajoriiy  of  765, 4*116  votaries. 

Now,  what  has  such  a majoriUj  of  numbers,  and  of  wealth  of  natives  and 
of  Protestants,  to  fear  from  sudi  of  Catliolics  and  naturalized  citi- 

zensdVhat  is  the  necessity  for  this  master  majority  to  resort  to  ^pcret 
organization  against  :.-uch  a minority  ? i put  it  fairly  : Would  they  oi'ganize 
at  all  against  the  Catholics  and  naturalized  citizens,  if  the  Catholics  and 
naturalized  • citizens  were  in  tlie  lihe  majority  of  numbers- and  of  wealth,  or 
if  majorities  and  rriinorities  were  reversed  ? I'o  retire  in  secret  with  such  a 
majority*  doei  it  not  confess  to  somrihina:  which  dares  not  subject  itself  to 
the  scrutiny  of  knowledge,  and  would  iiave  discu.-sion  ICnovc-Nothing  of  its 
designs  and  operations  and  ends?  Cannoi:  the  Know-Nothings  tiust  to  the 
leading  Protestant  cliurches  to  deftmd  uiemselves  and  the  souls  of  all  the 
saints,  and  sinnCrs  too,  against  tin'  Intlucnce  of  Catholics  ? Can’t  they  trust 
to  tlm  patriotism  and  fraternity  of  nalivt^s  to  guard  ihe  land  ag-ainst  immi- 
grants ? In  defence  of  the  rent  Amciican  Protestant  churches,  f venture 
to  s-ay  in  their  behalf,  that  the  Pcijm,  and  all  Ills  priests  eoriibined.  are  not 
more  zealous  and  watcliful  in  their  ma.'tor's  work,  or  in  the  work  for  ihe  m.as- 
■- ten/,  than  are  our  Ivpiscopal,  Pre.^byterian,  Baptist,  hiethodist,  Lutheran,  and 
Congiegational  clergy.  They  are,  as  a whole  church  militant,  wich  their 
armor  bright;  they  are  zealous,  they  are  jealou.«,  they  are  watchful,  they  aro 
organized,  embodied,  however  divided  by  sectarianism,  yet  banded  together 
against  Papacy,  and  learned  and  netiwa  ami  [>oiitic  too  ns  any  brotherhood  of 
inonk^.  Tliey  need  no  '=-uch  pblitlcai  organization  to  (Irfend  ihe  fnith.  Are 
ihey  united  in  it?  To  Iheij  fivor  or  comaLi-nanco  it  among  their  flocks?  To 
Avhat  end?  In  the  name  of  their  relnzion,  1 a-k  them — jr/p/  jirA  reh;  on 
God  t And  do  the  Know-Nothings  imagine  that  the  paide  and  love  of  cou.  w 
try  are  so  dead  in  natiw;  liearts,  that  secret  organizaiiotm  aie  necessary  to 
beget  a new-born  petnotism  to  protect  m>  trorn  Ibreign  induence  ? No\c,  in 
defence  of  our  ]'-cople.  I say  ior  them  tiuit  no  pieople  upon  earth  are  more 
yoxsgw.v.;-/  with,  nrf ionaJiti/  a .strong  pi.— iiin  tiian  the  freemenof  the  United 

St.ite.s  of  North,  America.  Nowhere  tlj,-  filial  and  domestic  tie  stronger, 
nowhere  is  the  tm  of  ki'wlii'p  more  liinding.  nowhere  is  there  more  amor  loci 
— tlie  love  of  home,  which  is  the  surc'l  t’ounrlation  of  the  lo\  c of  country — 
nowiicre  any  conntiy’s  r-nnarn'e  of  l.i-tory  more  felt,  nowhere  are  the 
.social  relations  on  a better  moral  foumhitiiai,  nowhere  is  there  as  clear  iden- 
tity of  parentage  ami  ollVpnng,  nuwherc  are  soU'  and  daughtei’s  .-'C  •wodummeu  r 
to  iihf.rtv/’  nowhere  have  any  {;coj)!e  >m  h eertainty  of  the  kaoivledge  of  the 
.reward  of  vigilance,  nowlmrc  have  tliey  Mich  freedom  of  self-government, 
now-here  is  tiierc  such  iraiacd  hatred  of  kiiig.s,  lords  and  aristocracies, 
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nowhere  is  there  more  self-independence,  or  more  independence  of  tiie  Old 
'World  or  its  traditions: — in  a word,  nowhere  is  there  a country  whose  people 
have,  by  b/irthriL^ht,  a tithe  of  what  our  people  have  to  make  them  love  tttai 
land  which  is  iheir  couninj,  a.n^l  that  which  is  their  home!  I am  an 
American,  a Virginian ! Prouder  than  ever  to  have  said.  “ I am  a Roiiian 
citizen!”  So  far  fronP  Brother  Jonathan  waiating  a national  feeling,  he  is 
jintly  suspected  -abroad  of  a little  too  much  pride  and  bigotry  of  country, 
'idle  revolution  and  the  last  war  w'ith  Great  Britatn,  tried  us,  and  the  late 
conquest  of  JMexico  found  us  not  wanting  in  the  sentimentality  of  naiion- 
alisni.  I'hoiigh  so  young,  we  liave  already  a dialect  and  a mannerism,  and 
our  customs  and  our  costume.  zV  city  dandy  may  have  his  coat  cut  in  Paris, 
but  lie  would  figlit  a Frenchman  in  the  cloth  of  his  coimtiT  as  quick  io-da'y 
as  a IMarion  man  ever  pulled  the  trigger  of  a Tower  rnu.sket  against  a red- 
coat Englisliman  in  ’76.  And  peace  lias  tried  our  patriotism  more  tlian  \var. 
What  people  have  more  reason  to  love  a country  I’rom  the  labor  they  have 
bestowed  upon  its  development  by  the  arts  of  industry  ? Xo : as  long  as  ilie 
memory  of  Geprge  \Va.^hiiigton  lives,  as  long  as  there  shall  be  a *2’2d  of  Feb- 
ruary and  a 4th  of  July,  as  long  as  the  everlasting  mountains  of  this  conti- 
nent stand,  and  our  Father  of  Waters  ilowus,  there,  will  be  fathers  to  hand 
down  the  stories  which  make  our  hearts  to  glow/,  and  mothers  to  sing  “ Hail 
Columbia”  to  their  babes — and  tiial  song  is  not  yet  stale.  There  is-  no  need 
to  revive  a sinhing  patriotism  in  the  hearts  of  our  people.  And  who  would 
have  them  be  selfish  in  their  freedom?  Freedom!  Liberty!  seJjlnJi  and 
exclusive  ! Never;  for  it  coimumeth  not  in  its  use,  but  is  like  fire  in  magni- 
fying, by  imparting  its  .sparks  and  its  rays  of  light  and  of  heat.  Ls  there  any 
necessity  from  abroad  for  such  secret  })olitical  organizations  r zigainst 
whorn.  and  against  what,  is  it  levelled  zvgain.st  foreigners  by  birth. 

When  we  were  a.s  weak  a's  three  'millions,  we  relied  largely  on  foreigners 
by  birth  to  defend  us  and  aid  ins  in  securing  independence.  Wv/  that  we 
are  twenty-two  niilUon^  st’-ong,  how  is  it  we  have  become  .so  weak  in  our 
fear^  as  to  apprehend  we  are  to  be  deprived  of  our  liberties  by  foreigners? 
Verily,  this  s:eerneth  as  if  Know-Nothings  were  reversing  the  order  of 
things,  or  that  there  is  another  and  a dllfercnt  feeling  from  that  of  the  fear 
arising  from  a sense  of  weakness..  It  comes  rather  froin  a proud  conscious- 
ness of  over-weening  strength.  They  wa.v  strong  rather,  and  would  kick, 
like  the  ]»roud  grovs  n fit.  It  is  an  exchisive.ii  notan  aristociatic  feeling 
in  the  true  sense,  which  would  say  to  the  friends  of  freedom  born  abroad  : 

V'T  had  need  ot  you  and  were  glad  of  your  aid  vlien  we  were  weak,  but 
we  are  now  so  independent;  of  yon  that  we  are  not  compelled  to  allow  you 
to  eiiioy  our  Republican  privileges.  We  desire  the  exfdusive  use  of  hu- 
man rights,  though  to  deprive  you  of  their  common  enjoyment  will  not  en- 
rich us  the  more  and  vriil  mjal:e  you  ‘poor  indeed  1’  ” But  not  only  is  it 
levelled  against  foreigners  by  birth,  but  against  tlic  Pope  of  Rome. 

There  was  oiice  a time  when  the  very  name  of  Pujja  frightened  us  ns  the 
children  of  a nursery.  But,  iiov.',  now!  wlio  can  be  iVighteuml  by  tne  tem- 
foral  or  ecchjo^iastical  authority  of  Pius  He?  Has  he  got  back  to  Lome 
his  laie  excursion  ? Who  are  lus  bo  Iv-guard  there?  Have  the  lips 
oi  a crowned  head  kissed  hi.s  big  toe  for  a century  ? Ar('  any  so  poor  as 
bi  do  his  Italian  crown  any  reverence?  Do  not  two  Catholic  povvcr.:, 
hrunce  and  Austria,  b.ohl  all  his  dominions  in  a detestable  depcnuer.cy  ? 
^Vlut  armv,  what  reven  le,  wliat  dl[)!omacy,  what  church  domip.a'ifm  in 
“ven  the  (mitholic  countri<  s of  the  vld  or  the  new  world  has  he"  Pfhy.  tiie 
‘dv  of  til,;  Pope’s  iriiluence  at  tiiis  day  is  as  prepo.-terous  t'lat  c-  a gun- 
pov.  der  plot.  I would  as  soon  think  (;f  dreading  the  ghost  of  Guy  Fawke.s. 

No,  there  is  no  ncces-^ity,  iVom  either  ofinression  or  weakness  ol  ITotes- 
fant.s  or  matives.  They  are  both  free  and  strong ; and  do  they  now,  because 
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they  are  rich  in  civil  and  rehgdous  freedom,  wish,  in  turn,  to  persecute,  and 
exclude  the  fallen  atul  the  down-trodden  of  the  earth  ? — God  forbid  ! 

2d.  But  there  is  not  oriiy  no  necessity  for  th.is  secret  ])oIiticai  oiyaniza- 
tiori,  but  it  is  a^ainsf  ifie  spirit  of  our  lav's  and  tlie  facts  of  our  history. 
^oiViQ^ funilies  in  this  B.epublic  render  thfuji.-clves  ridiculous,  and  offen.-ive, 
too,  by  the  vain  pretensions  to  the  exalting  accidents  of  birtli.  IVe,  in  Adr- 
ginia,  are  not  seldom  pointed  at  for  our  F.  F.  A^.’s  of  ancestral  arrogance. 
But,  who  ever  lhoue:ht  that  preteirsion  of  tins  sort  was  so  soon  to  be  set  up 
by  exclusives  for  the  Republic  itself  ? Some  of  the  ancient  Eutopean  people 
may  boast  of  their  “protoplasts,”  and  of  their  being  themselves  aidoch- 
dhones"- — that  they  liad  fathers  and  mothers  from  near  Adam,  whom  they 
can  name  as . their. /i/’.s/ /u/v;rc/-.5,  and  that  they  are  mf  the  same  unmixed 
blood,  ori2:inul  inhabitants  of  their  countiy.  But  who  were  oilr  profopdasts  ■ 
Englisli.  Iri-h,  Scotch,  German,  Dutch,  Swedes,  French,  Swiss,  Spani-h, 
Italian,  Ethiopian — all  people  of  all  nations,  tribes,  complexion'^,  langaaees 
and  relio'Ions  I And  who  alone  are  ‘‘'autochthones”  here  in  North  Amer- 
ica ? — 'v^hv,  the  Indians’  77m y are  the  only  true  natives.  One  thimr  vre 
have,  and  that  more  distinctly  than  any  other  nation:  we  have  our  epenvj- 
mas.”  We  can  name  tiic  very  hour  of  our  hirtij  a.s  a people.’’  AVe  need  re- 
cur to  no  fable  of  a wolf  to  whelp  u.-  into  exi.'-tcnce.  It  may  be  hard  to 
fix  Anno  Alundi,  or  tiie  year  of  Noah’s  flood,  or  the  building  of  Rome. 
Rome  nvav  have  her  Julian  cpocha.  the  Elldopian  their  epocha  of  the  Abys- 
sines,  the  Arabian.s  theirs  of  the  llight  of  Mahomed,  the  Fersians  theirs  of 
the  coronation  of  Je.'Ciegerdis  ; but  ours  elates  from  the  Declaration  of  incie- 
pendence  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  tlie  4th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1776. 
As  a nation  we-  are  but  78  years  of  agm  .Alauy  a person  is  now  living  w'to 
wms  alive  before  tills  nation  was  born.  And  the  ancestors  of  this  people, 
about  two  centuries  only  ago,  wci-e  furcipuers,  every  one  of  them  corning 
to  the  shores  of  this  country,  to  take  it  away  from  the  Aborigines,  the  “ autoch- 
thones,” and  to  take  po-'^session  of  it  by  amhority,  eilher  directly  or  deiiva- 
tively,  of  Papal  Pov:'r  ‘ His  holiiiess  tlie  Pope  was  the  great  grantor  of  all 
the  new  countries  of  Norili  America.  Tins  fiction  was  a fact  of  the  tiiidoiy 
of  all  our  first  di-coveries  and  seitlmnents.  Foreigners,  in  the  name  of  tine 
Pope  and  Alother  Churcli.  took  p(;>-es>ion  of  Aforth  America,  to  have  and 
to  hold  the  same  to  their  heirs  agaim-t  the  heathen  forever! — and  now  al- 
ready tlieir  dr?sceiuiants  are  for  exclsuling  foreignei‘s  and  the  Pope’s  follow- 
ers from  an  equal  eninymeiit  ol  tl\e  privileges  of  this  same  possession  ! So 
strange  i.s  human  hi'ttu'y.  Chri-t’ eiiicr  Columbus!  Ferdinand  and  Isa- 
hella ! AAdiat  would  they  Inive  tlujiigut  ol  this  had  they  fureseen  it  when 
they  touched  a cemhi-ient  -md  called  it  theirs  in  the  name  of  the  R.fiv 
Trinity,  bv  authority  ol  tlie  kce[)er  (A  the  key.->  of  lieaven,  and  of  the  great 
grantor  of  the  empire  and  dernain  of  earth  r ’W'hat  would  have  becom.e  of 
our  national  titles  to  iimth-eotern  and  nortb-western  boundaries,  but  fer  the 
plea  of  th.i^-  autluwity.  valid  of  old  aitmug  all  Christian  l\.rwei‘S  ? 

Following  the  discovery  and  the  pe- e'-^io!)  of  the  countrv  bv'foiadgners,  in 
virtue  of  Catholic  maje.-ty,  came  the  "etlle  iients  of  the  country  bv  force  a.nd 
coiisti-aint  o\  rcli'sioa^  iidjjkranre  fnv}  po  ■ ^rc'utirai.  r'uritmm.  H uguenots,  Cav- 
aliers, Catholics,  (Rialtors.  ,dl  came  to  \\  e."tern  wilds,  cadi  in  turn  perseerm'd 
and  persecuting  i'r>v  oj  inion’s  ^,ik<u  < )ppre- vion  oj>inion  wa-  tlie  most  odious 

of  the  abominatl- Ml'*  ( t'  the  Old  U'erld'-  d(>-pot!sm — its  onlv  glory  and  grace 
is  tliat  it  made  thoimn  uH  of  martyrs.  It  deluged  evcvv  country  and  tainted 
the  air  of  every  di  o.e,  and  stained  M.e  ro'ie.s  of  rirthti'Oiwhes^  of  t'V.'rv 
sect  ivilh  blooil.  uilh  the  l)lood  of  every  liumari  sacriti'-e.  wludi  was  honest 
and  earnc.st  in  its  taUh,  tlie  hypocrites  and  hinds  of  profes.^ion  alone  escaping 
the  >words  or  the  lUimcs  ot  per'*ecution.  Tiie  colonics  were  Fiackeneu  by 
the  burnings  of  the  stake,  and  were  died  red  with  the  blood  of  intolerance. 
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The  American  revolution  made  new  era  of  libertj^  to  dawn — the  era  of 
I’le  lii-erhi  of  rnnscieace.  If  there  is  any  essence  in  iimericanism,  the 
v.TV  salt  wliorewith  it  is  savored  is  the  freedom  of  opinion  and  the  liberty 
of  conscience.  Is  it  now  proposed  that  we  shall  go  back  to  the  deeds  of 
dark  a'^os  of  despotism  ? That  this  broad  hmd,  still  unoccupied  in  more 
than  half  of  its  virgin  soil,  shall  no  longer  be  an  asylum  for  the  oppressed  ? 
'I'hat  here,  as  elsewhere,  and  again,  as'  of  old,  men  shall  be  burthened  by 
ihoir  births  and  chained  for  their  opinions?  1 trust  that  a design  of  that 
intent  will  remain  a secoef  buried  forever.  ■ ^ 

. [ have  said  this  organization  was  against  the  spirit  of  our  laws.  Our-laws 
spramr  from  the  necessity  of  the  condition  of  our  early  settlers.  They 
brought  with  them  from  England  their  Penates,  tlie  houstShold  gods  of  an 
Anglo-Saxon  race,  the  liberties  of  htagna  Charta,  tlie  trial  by  jury,  the  judg- 
ment of  ihe  peers,  and  the  other  muniments  of  human  dignity  and  luunan 
rights  secured  by  the  fust  English  Cliaria.  Tliese,  foreiipiers  brought  with 
them  from  Europe.  Here  they  found  the  virtues  to  extend  these  rights  and 
their  miiruments.  The  neglect  of  the  mother  country  left  them  self-de- 
pendent and  self-reliant  untii  they  were  thoroughly  taught  the  lesson  of  self- 
icoi'crnsient — that  they  could  be  their  own  sovereigns — and  the  very  experi- 
ence of  despotism  they  had  once  -tasted  made  them  hate  tyrants,  either 
elective  or  hereditary.  I'heir  destitute  and  exposed  condition  trained  them 
to  hardy  habits  and  cultivated  in  them  every  sterner  virtue.  They  knew 
privation,  fatigue,  endurance,  seif-denial,  fortitude,  and  were  made  men  at 
arms— cautious,  courageous,  generous,  just  and  trusting  in  God.  They  bad 
to  fight  Indians,  from  Philip,  on  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  Powhatan,,  on  the- 
river  of  Swans.  And  they  liad  an  unexplored  continent  to  subdue,  with  its 
teeming  soil,  its  majestic  forests,  its  to’wering  rnouniains,  and  its  unequalled 
rivers.  Above  all  things,  they  needed  jiopulaiion.  more  fellow-settlers,  more 
forefrjiers  to  immigrate,  and  to  aid  them  in  the  task  of  founders  of  empire 
set  before  Ihem,  to  open  the  forest^,  to  level  the  hills,  and  to  raise  up  the 
valieys  of  a giant  new  country.  Well,  tliese  /ure/gm?/-.?  did  their  task  like 
men.  Suciiawork!  who  can  exaggerate  it  ? They  did  it  agaimst  ail  odds 
and  in  spite  of  European  oppression.  They  grew'  and  thrived,  until  they 
vrere  rich  enough  to  be  taxed.  They  were  told  iaxaiion  was  no  tyranny. 
But  these  foreigners  gave  the  world  a new  truth  of  freedom.  Taxation  Avith- 
out  representation  was  tyranny.  The  attempt  to  impose  it  upon  them,  the 
le-ast  mite  of  it,  made  them  resolve,  “ that  they  would  give  millions  for 
defence,  but  not  a cent  for  tribute.”  That  reroP.  e drove  them  to  the  neces- 
sity of  war,  and  thev,  foreigners,  Protestants,  Catholics  and  all,  took  the 
dire  alternative,  united  as  a band  of  brothers,  and  declared  their  dependence 
upon  God  alone.  And  they  entered  to  the  Avorld  a complaint  of  grievances 
—a  Heclaratioii  of  Independence  ! This  was  pretty  Avell  to  shoAv  whether 
h'reigners,  of  any  and  all  religions,  just  fresh  from  Europe,  could  be  trusted" 
on  tlie  side  of  America  and  liberty.  One  of  the  lirst  of  tlieir  complaints 

“ He  (George  HI.)  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of  these 
^hile.s,  for  that  purpose  obstructing  the  lavas  for  nnfaraiizaf/on  of  foreio-ners, 
reiu^in-r  to  pass  others  to  encourage  their  emigration  hither,  ami  raising  the 
comlif  ion."  of  new  ap[;ropriations  of  land.” 

Tliere  is  the  proof  that  they  vahied  the  naturalization  of  foreigners  and 
lb''  immigration  of  foreigners  liither,  and  they  desired  appropriations,  new 
^^f  land,  tor  immigrants. 

Anotlieir  complaint  was,  that  tiiey  had  appealed  in  vain  to  '•  British  breth- 
Ten.  • The\' said  : 

“Me  brave  appealed  to  tlieir  justice  and  magnanimity ; and  avc 

have  conjured  them,  by  the  ties  of  our  common  kindred,  to  disavow  these 
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usurpritions,  Sec.  They,  too,  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  justice  and  con- 
sanyuinity.  We  nni>t,  therefore,  acquiesce  in  the  necessity  which  denounces 
our  separation,  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold  the  rest  of  manhind,- enemies  in 
war,  in  peace  friends.”  , 

There  is  proof,  too.  that  Nativisni  can’t  always  he  relied  on  to  help  one’s 
own  cuuntivinen,  and  that  brethren,  and  kindred,  and  consanguinity,  will 
fail  a wfiole  jieople  in  trouble,  just  as  kinship  toa  often  fails  families  and  in- 
dividuals in  the  trials  ot  iite. 

And,”  lastly,  '“for  the  support  of  this  Declaration,  with  a firm  reliance 
on  the  protection  of  Divine  Providence,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each,  other 
our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor.” 

'I’here  was  tolerance,  there  was  firm  reliance  on  the  some  one  God;  there 
was  mutuality  of  pledge,  each  to  the  other,  at  one  altar,  and  there  was  a 
comlnon  stake  of  sacrihee — “liv'es,  fortsmes  and  honor.”  And  vvho  were 
they?  There  were  Hancock  the  Puritan,  Penn  the  Quaker,  Rutledge  tl:e 
Huguenot,  Carroll  the  Catholic,  Lee  the  Cavalier,  Jefferson  the  Free  Thinker. 
These,  representatives  of  all  the  signers,  and  the  signers,  representatives  of 
all  the  people,  of  all  the  colonies. 

Oh!  my  countrymen,  did  not  that  “pledge”  bind  them  and  bind  us, 
their  heirs,  forever  to  faitli  and  hope  in  God  and  to  charity  for  each  other — to 
tolerance,  in  religion,  and  to  “mutuality”  in  political  freedom.^  Down, 
down  with  any  organization,  then,  which  “denounces”  a “"^separation” 
between  Protestant  \'irginia  and  Catholic  IMaryland — between  the  chnldren 
.of  Catholic  Carroll  and  Protestant  George  WAthe.  Their  names  stand  to- 
gether among  “ the  signatures,”  and  1 will  redeem  their  “m.utual”  pledges 
with  my  “life,”  my  “fortune.”  and  my  “ sacred  honor,”  “so  far  as  in  me 
lies — so  lielp  me,  Almighty  God  !” 

I think  that  here  is  proof  enough  that  “foreigners”  and  Catholics  both 
entered  as  material  elements  into  our  Americanism.  But  before  the  4th  dav 
of  July  there  were  laws  passed  of  the  highest  authority,  to  which  this  secret 
organizalion  is  supposed. 

On  tlie  ]’2Ui  of  June,  ’76,  the  Convention  of  Virginia  passed  a “Declara- 
tion of  Rights.”  Its  4th  section  declares:  “that  no  man,  or  set  of 

nwn,  are  entitled  to  exclusive  or  separate  emoluments  or  privileges  from  the 
commimity,  but  in  consideration  of  [mblic  services  ; which  not  being  de- 
scendible, neither  ouglit  the  offices  of  magistrate,  legislator  or  iiidge  to  be 
hereditary.”  ■ ' ' 

Now,  does  the  know-Notliing  organization  not  claim  for  the  ••nniice 
horn"  set  of  man"  to  be  entitled  to  exckisive  privileges  fi’orn  the  commu- 
nity as  against  naturalized  and  Catholic  citizens;  and  thus,  by  virtue  of 
birth,  to  inherit  the  right  of  election  to  the  offices  of  magistrates,  legi.^lutor 
or  judge,  whicli  are  not  descendible.^  They  set  up  no  such  claim,  for  tl;e 
vivlrvvlunl  person  native  born,  but  they  do  set  up  a qvality  for  nafiviiy,  to 
which,  and  to  which  alone,  they  claim,  pertains  the  privileges  of  eligibility 
to.oliices.  ' o - 

Again; — Does  this  organization  not  violate  .the  7th  section  of  this  de- 
claration ot  rights,  which  lorblds  "'all  power  of  suspending;  laws,  or  the  exe- 
ciit'On  ot  laws,  by  anii  authority  without  consent  of  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  as  injurious  to  their  riglit-,  and  which  ought  not  to  be  exer- 
cisedAV  hen  the  laws  say,  and  the  re]>resentatives  of  the  peonie  sav.  that 
Catholics  and  naturalized  citizens  W/e//  be  tolerated  and  rdlowcd  to'enjov 
the  privileges  of  citizmi-hin.  on!  eligibility  to  office,  have  they  not  organized 
a secret  power  to  supjend^  thc.-e  laws  and  to  prevent  the  execution  of  them, 
by  their  sole  authority,  without  conscriiof  the  lepi’esentatives  of  thepeof/ie? 
This  declaration  denounces  it  as  injurious  to  the  rights  of  the  people  and  as 
a power  which  ought  not  to  be  exercised. 
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Aa:ain  Does  not  this  organization  annul  that  part  of' the  8th  gection  of 
this  declaration,  which  says  : “ Tliat  no  man  shall  be  deprived  of  iiis  liberty, 
except  l>y  the  law  of  the  land,  or  the  jadgrnent  of  Ids  peers?”  This  don’t 
ap])lv  alone  to  persunai  liberty,  the  freedom  of  tlie.  body  from  prison,  but  no 
man  shaii  be  deprived  of  his  franchises  of  any  sort,  of  his  liberty  in  its 
largest  sense,  except  by  the  law  of  the  land  or  the  judgment  of  his  peers, 
the  trial  by  jurij.  Has,  then,  a private  and  secret  tribunal  a right  to  impose 
qualitications  for  office,  and  to  enforce  their  law's  by  test  oaths,  so  as  to  de- 
prive any  man  of  his  liberty  to  be  elected? 

Again  Is  this  organization  not  an  Imperium  in  Iraperio  against  the  14th 
section  of  tliis  declaration,  which  says:  ‘‘That  the  people  have  a right  to 
uniform  government,  and,  therefore,  that  no  government  'separated  from  or 
independent  of  the  government  of  Virginia,  ought  to  be  erected  or  estab- 
lished icithin  the  limits  thereof’  It  is  not  i government,  but  does  it  not,  wn'll 
it  not,  politically  govern  the  portion  of  the  people  belonging  to  it,  diffierently 
from  what  the  portion  of  the  people  not  belonging  to  if,  are  governed  by  the 
laws  of  Virginia  ? 

Again: — It  does  not  adhere  to  the  ^gjustice  and  moderation’’  inculcated 
i;i  the  loth  section  of  the  declaration.  And  lastly,  it  avowedly  opposes  the 
16th  section,  wffiich  declares,  “ that  rc//gfo/'2,  or  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  our 
Creator,  and  the  manner  of  discharging  it,  can  be  directed  only  by  reason' 
and  conviction,  not  by  force  or  violence;  and,  therefore,  all  men  are  equally 
entitled  to  the/cce  exercise  of  religion,  according  to  the  dictates  of  con- 
science; and  that  it  is  the  mutual  duty  of  all  to  practice  Christian  forbear- 
ance, love  and  charity  tow’arcis  each  other.” 

But  this  organization.not  only  contravenes  the  rules  of  our  Declaration  of 
Imlependciice  and  Rights,  but  it  is  in  the  lace  of  a positive  and  jierpetual 
statute,  now'  made  a part  of  our  organic  law  by  the  new  Constitution — the 
Act  of  Religious  Freedom,  passed  the  16th  of  December,  1785.  Against 
this  law,  this  Know-Nothing  order  attacks  the  freedom  of  the  mind,  by  im- 
posing ‘•‘civil  incapacitations;”  it  “attempts  to  punish  one  religion  and  to 
propagate  another  by  coercion  on  both  body  and  mind  ;”  it  “ sets  up  its  own 
opinions  and  modes  of  thinking  as  the  only  true  and  infallible :”  it  makes 
our  “ civil  rights  to  have  a dependence  on  our  religious  opinions;”  it  “ de- 
prives citizens  of  their  natural  riffiits,  by  proscribing  them  as  unw'orthy  the 
public  confidence,  by  laying  upon  them  an  incapacity  of  being  called  to 
offices  of  trust  and  emolument,  unless  they  profess  or  renounce  this  or  that 
religious  opinion;”  “it  tends  to  corrupt  the  principles  of  that  religion  it  is 
meant  to  encourage,  by  bribing  with  a monopoly  of  worldh-  honors  and 
emoluments,  those  wdio  will  externally  profess  and  conform  to  it:”  it  lacks 
confidence  in  I'riith.  w'hich  is  great  and  will  prevail,”  if  left  to  lierself; 
that  she  is  the  proper  and  sufficient  antagonist  to  Error,  and  has  nothing  to 
te:ir  from  the  contlict,  unless  by  liuman  interposition  disarmed  of  her  natural 
weapons,  free  argument  and  debate:  it  withdraw's  errors  fro'n  free  argumenl; 
and  debate,  and  hides  them  in  secret,  w'here  they  become  tlangerous,  because 
it  is  not  permitted  freely  to  contradict  them. 

Let  it  not  be  said  tb.at  this  is  a restraining  statute  upon  government,  and 

a prohibition  to  “ legislators  and  rulers,  civil  as  w'ell  as  ecclesiastical.”  If 
they  even  are  restrained  by  this  law,  a fortiori,  every  ■private  organization, 
or  order,  or  individual,  is  restrained.  The  Know’-Nothings  will  .hardly  pre- 
tend to  ilo  w'hat  the  government  itself,  and  legislators,  and  rulers,  ci^•i!  as 
well  as  ecclesiastical,  dare  not  do.  If  such  he  their  preten-ions  they  elaini 
to  be  n/jocc  the  law,  or  to  set  up  a higher  lav: — thtm,  sic  rolo,  to  coin|;el  a 
man  to  frequent  or  support  any  religious  worship,  and  to  enforce,  restrain, 
tn  ile<t,  or  burtlien  him,  or  “to  make  himsuiler”  on  account  of  Ills  religious 
opmioiis  or  belief;  or  to  deprive  men  of  their  freedom  to  profess,  and  by 
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af  2;ument  to  maintain  their  opinions  in  matters  of  religion,  and  to  make  the 
sante  diminish,  enlarge  or  alFect  their  civil  capacities.  No,  'when  our  Con- 
stitutions forbid  the  legislators  to  exercise  a power,  they  intend  that  no  such 
power  shall  be,  exercised  by  any  one. 

Not  only  is  the  law  of  Virginia  thus  liberal  as  to  religion,  but  also  as  to 
naturalization. 

So  far  as  “ Know-Nothlngism  ” opposes  our  naturalization  laws,  it  is  not 
only  airainst  our  statute  policy,  but  against  Americanism  itself.'  in  this  it  is 
cs;)ecially  anti-American.  One  of  the  best  fruits  of  the  American  Kevolii- 
tion  was  to  establish,  for  the  first  tiine  in  the  world,  the  human  rich!  of  ex- 
patriaiion.  Prior  to  our  separate  existence  as  a mation  of  the  earth,  the  des- 
potisms of  the  old  world  had  made  a law  unto  therfiselves,  whereby  they 
could  hold  forever  in  chains  those  of  mankind  avoo  were  so  unfortunate  as 


to  be  horn  their  subjects.  Tn  respect  to  birthright  and  the  riglit  of  expatria- 
tion, and  the  duty  of  allegiance  and  protcctioii,  and  the  law  of  treason, 
crowned  heads  held  to  the  ancient  dogma:  “Once  a citizen  always  a citi- 
zen.” If  a man  was  so  miserable  as  to  be  boni  the  slave  of  a t\  rant,  he 
must  remain  his  slave  forever.  He  could  never  renounce  his  ill-fated  birth- 
rigiit— -could  never  expatriate  himself  to  seek  for  a better  country — and 
could  never  forswear  the  allegiance  Avhich  bound  birn  to  his  chains.  He 
miirht  emigrate,, mii{lit  take  the  Avings  of  the  morning  and  fly  to  the  utter- 
most jiarts  of  the  earth,  might  cross  seas  and  continents,  and  put  ocean.-,  and 
rivers,  and  lakes,  ami  mountains  betAveen  Iiim  and  the  tlirone  in  the  shadoAV 
of  Avhich  he  was  horn,  and  he  would  still  but  drag  a lengthening  chain.” 
Still  tliC  despotism  might  pursue  him,  And  and  bind  him  as  a subject  skrve. 
If  America  beckoned  to  him  to  fly  to  her  for  freedom,  and  to  give  her  the 
cunningaml  Uie  strength  of  his  light  arm  to  help  ameliorate  her  huge  pro- 
portions and  to  work  out  her  grand  destiny,  the  tyrant  had  to  be  asked  for 
pa-s[>oris  and  permission  to  expatriate.  But  they  came — lo ! they  came  ! 
Our  law-'  encouraged  them  to  come.  Before  '7G,  V irginia  and  all  the  colo- 
nics encouraged  immigration.  It  Avas  a necessity  as  Avell  as  a policy  of  tlie 
whole  country.  .Early  in  the  revolution,  the  king’s  forces  hung  some  of  the 
best  blood  of  the  colonics  under  the  maxim,  “ Once  a citizen,  always  a citi- 
zen.” They  Averc  traitors  if  found  fighting  for  us,  becaime  they  Avere  once 
,'ubjects.  H’ashington  was  obliged  to  liold  hostages,  to  prevent  the  applica- 
tion ol'  this  barbarous  doctrine  of  tyranny.  At  last  our  struggle  ended,  and 
our  independence  Avas  recognized.  George  HI.  Avas  com})el!ed  to  renounce 
OUT  allegiance  to  him,  thougli  Ave  were  born  his  subjects.  But  still,  Avhen  we 
came  to  our  separate  existence,  we  were  called  on  to  recognize  tlm  same 
odiious  maxim,  still  adhered  to  by  the  despots  ot  Eurojie  : “ Once  a citizen, 
alway.-j  a citizen.”  Subjects  Avere  .^tiil  told  that  they  should  not  expaniate 
rhem-'clvcs,  and  America  w'as  Avarnecl  that  she  should  not  naturalize  them 
Aviib.out  the  consent  of  their  monarch  ma--ters.  Spunking  this  dogma,  and 
thf  tyrants  wlio  bo/asted  the  power  to  enforce  it,  the  4th  power  which  the 
Convention  of  17b7.  that  formed  our  blessed  Constitution,  enumeraied,  i,- : 
‘•The  Congre.-;s  sliall  have  power  ‘to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturaliza- 
tion.’ ” 


The  meaning  of  this  wa.-g  to  say  by  public  Ia\v  to  all  Europe  and  her  corri- 
billed  courts,  Your  dogma,  ‘ once  u citizen  always  a citizen,’  sliali  coa-e 
forever  'as  to  the  Cnited  States  of  North  America.  Wo  need  populatioa  to 
smooth  our  rough  places,  and  to  make  our  cj’ooked  placivs  straight;  :ut. 
rhove  and  beyomi  that  policy,  Ave  are,  with  the  fe.ip  of  God.  resolved  that 
this  ncAv  and  giant  land  shall  be  one  va.-t  asylum  for  the  ojipressed  of  every 
other  land,  now  and  forever!  ” I'hat  is  my  reading  of  our  laAv  of  libei ty. 
'Tlio.se  born  in  bondage  migbt  lal.-ei  their  eyes  up  in  hojieof  a better  country ' 
dhey  might,  and  should  if  they  would,  expatriate  themselves,  fly  iion'i 
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‘-!awrv  and  chains,  and  cornel — Ko,  every  one  of  them,  come  to  our  country 
and  be  free  with  us!  I'hcy  might  forswear  their  allegiance  to  despots,  and 
>iiouId  be  allowed  here  to  take  an  oath  to  liberty  and  lier  Hag,  and  her  free* 
dom,  and  tliey  sliould  not  be  pursued  and  punished  as  traitors.  Vflien  they 
(-.line  and  swore  that  our  country  should  be  their  country,  we  would  swear  to 
protect  them  as  if  in  the  country  born,  as  if  natives — ?.  c.,  as  naturalized 
citizens,  and  they  should  be  our  citizens  and  be  entitled  to  our  protection. 
diiid  this  was  in  conformity  to  the  oiily  true  idea  of  ‘‘  xVaturallzation,''’  which, 
according  to  its  legal  as  well  as  its  etymological  sense,  means,  “ when  one 
who  is  an  alien  is  made  a natuial  subject  b\'  act  of  law  and  consent  of  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  state.”  The  Consent  of  our  sovereign  power  is 
written  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  Congress,  at  an  early 
day  after  its  adeeption,  'passed  the  acts  of  naturalization.  The  leading  statute 
is  that  of  April  14th,  ISO'2.  It  provided  that  any  alien,  being  free  white 
j>erson,  may  be  admitted  to  become  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of 
thenn,  on  the  following  conditions,  and  not  otherw\ise  : 

1st.  Tliat  he. shall  have  declared  on  oath  or  aiTirniation  before  the  supreme, 
superior,  district  or  circuit  court  of  some  one  of  the  states,  or  of  tire  territo- 
rial districts  of  the  United  States,  or  a circuit  or  district  court  of  the  United 
Slates,  three  year.s  fwo  years  by  act  of  IMay  *2b“th,  1824,)  at  least  before  liis 
admission,  that  it  was  his  bona  fide  intention  to  become  a citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  renounce  forever  all  allegiance  and  hdelity  to  any 
foreign  prince, . poterifote,  state  or  sovereignty,  whereof  such  alien  mnay  at 
the  time  be  a citizen  or  subject. 

2d.  I’hat  he  shall,  at  the  time  of  Ills  application  to  be  admitted,  declare  on 
oath  or  atiirmation  before  some  one  of  trm  courts  aforesaid,  that  he  will  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  doth  absolutely  and 
entirely  renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance  and  iidclity  to  eveiw'  foreign 
})rince,  potentate,  state  or  sovereignty  whatever,  and  particulariy,  by  mime, 
the  prince,  potentate,  state  or  sovereignty  whereof  he  was  before  a citizen 
or  suljjcct:  w'hich  iiroceeclings  s'lall  be  recordeci  by  the  clerk  of  the  court. 

‘ 3rd.  That  the  court  a'lmitting  such  alien  shall  be  satisfied  tliat  he  has 
resided  within  the  United  States  fi'c  years  at  least,  and  within  the  state  or 
territory  where  such  court  is  at  the  time  held,  one  year,  at  least ; and  it 
■^hall  further  appear  to  their  satisfaction,,  that  during:  that  time  lie  has  behaved 
as  a man  of  ffood  moral  character;  attacliGcl  to  the  principles  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  tlie  United  States,  and  well  disposed  \o  the  p:ood  order  and- 
happiness  rf  the  same ; Pi'ovided.  That  the  oath  of  the  applicant  shall  in  no 
ca>f>  be  allowed  to  ]wove  his  re-ieence. 

4th.  1 hat  in  case  the  alien  a[)ui\'ing  to  be  admitted  to  citizenship  shall  have 
borne  any  hereditary  title  or  been  of  any  of  the  orders  of  nobiiity  in  the 
kingdom  or  .stede  from  whicli  lie  came,  he  shall,  in  adtiition  to  tim  above 
iegiii>itcs,  make  an  express  remmeiation  cl'  his  tide  or  order  of  noICkty  in 
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tii'u'.  Thiti  statute  had  not  operated  a"  legal  life  ti’ue  belore  ('real:  Ik  ilain 
a::ain  asserted  the  dojma  ‘‘  tJnae  a clLizen,  always  a citizen  1”  The  bc'e 
and  cowardly  attack  of  he  [.-'rtpiird  on  the  Chesnoeako,  at  tlio  mouti;  o-f 
this  vryy  !)ay,  in  Aght  ui"  the  ri’ginia  simie,  was  made  upon  the  flaim  of 
tight  to  seize  Uritish  l.'oni  ..subj(‘ets  from  im  board  our  man-of-w  .^.r.  'fiie 
.St  n’-spanglod  banner  was  struck  that  day  for  the  last  time  to  the  uete.S'  ible 
maaim  of  tyranny  : — -''Once  a citizen,  ruwavs  a ciLizen.”  It  must  ii..'t  be 
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forgotten  iJiat  it  was  upon  this  -cioctrlne  of  despots  tiiat  the  Right  of  Search 
was  founded.  Tliey  arrogated  to  themselves  the  })rerogat!ve  to  .searcli  our 
decks  on  the  liigli  seas,  aiid  to  seize  those  of  our  crews  who  were  bom  in 
Eritihh  dominions.  In  181*2,  we  declared  the  last  war.  For  what?  For 
“ Free  lh  aue,  and  Sailors’  Fights”  'I’liat  is,  for  the  riglit  of  our  riaturalized- 
citizeii-saiiors  to  sail  on  the  high  seas,  and  to  trade  abroad  free  from  searcli 
and  seizure.  They  had  been  required  to  •‘renounce  and  abjure,”  all  “al- 
legiance and  fidelity”  to  any  other  country,  state,  or  sovereignty,  and 
particularly  to  the  country,  state,  or  sovereignty  under  which  they  have 
been  natives  or  citizens,  and  v.  e had  reciprocally  undertaken  to  protect  them 
in  corwidieration  of  their  oatiis  of  allegiance  and  fidehty  to  the  United  States. 
How  {U’otect  them.  ? By  enabling  tliem  to  fulfil  their  obligations  to  us  of  al- 
legiance and  tidelity,  by  making  them  free  to  light  for  our  flag,  and  free  in 
cverv  sense,  just  .as  if  they  had  been  born  in  our  country.  Fight  for  us 
they  did  ; naturalized,  and  those  not  naturalized,  were  of  our  crews.-  They 
fought  in  every  sea  for  the  flag  which  threw  protection  over  them,  from 
the  lirsl  gun  of  the  Constitution  frigate  to  the  last  gun  of  the  boats  on 
Lake  Fontcharlrain,  in  every  battle  where  ’ 

“ Cannon's  mouths  were  each  other  greeting, 

And  yard  arm  was  with  yard  arm  meeting.” 

That  v.'ar  sealed  in  the  blood  of  dead  and  living  heroes  the  eternal,  Amer- 
ican principle  : — “The  rigiit  of  expatriation,  the  rigiit  and  duty  of  naturali- 
zation— the  right  to  fly  from  tyranny  to  the  flag  of  freedom,  and  the  recip- 
rocal duties  of  p,llegiance  and  protection.”  And  docs  a-  party — an  order  or 
wliat  not,  calling  itself  an  Jhntrican  party,  now  oppose  and  call  U})on  me 
to  oppo.se  th.ese  great  American  truths,  and  to  put  America  in  the  wrong 
for  declaring  and  figliting , the  last  war  of  independence  against  Great 
Britain?  Never!  I would  as  soon  go  back  to  wallowing  in  the  mire  of 
Kuropean  serfiom.  I won’t  do  it.  I can't  do  it.  N’o;  I will  lie  down  and 
rise  up  a Native  American,  for  and  not  agai.nst  these  imperishable  Amer- 
ic.in  truths.  Nor  will  any  true  American,  who  understands  what  Amer- 
icanism is  do  otherwise.  I put  a case 

A Ih-U"'-ian  horn  suliject  came  to  this  country.  He  complied  with  our 
naturalization  laws  in  all  respects  of  notice  of  intention,  residence,  oath  of  alle- 
giance, and.  proof  of  good  moral  character.  He  rcinained  conlinnou.dy  in  the 
United  States  th.c  full  period  of  flve  years.  'vVhen  he  had  fully  filled  the  mea.s- 
ure  ot  iiis  probarion  and  was  consummately  a naturalized  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  he  then,  and  not  urdil  then,  returned  to  rnn.-ia  to  visit  an  aged  father. 
He  was  immediatepy,  on  his  return,  seized  and  forced  into  the  Landwehr,  or 
niiiilia  syst<uTi  of  Prussia,  under  the  maxim  : “ Once  a citizen,  alwavs  a 
citizea!”  Tiiere  he  is  forced  to  do  service  to  live  king  of  Prussia  at  this 
very  hour.  He  r,]:;pUes  for  protection,  to  ilie  Uriited  States.  H'ould  tlic 
Kriovr-Nothing--' interpose  in  Ids  behalf  or  not  ? Look  at  the  j.)rincipies  in- 
volved. W e,  by  our  laws,  encouraged  him  to  come  to  our  couutrv.  and 
here  he  was  allowed  to  become  naturallzet],  anti  to  th-ai  end  required  to  lo- 
nounce  and  a'ojure  all  ailegiriiice  and  fidelity  to  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  to 
swear  allegiance  and  fidelity  tu  tin*  Uniter!  Slate.s.  Tlie  king  of  rru.-.sia 
now  claim-'  no  legal  forfeiture  from  him — he  punisiie^  liirn  for  no  crinr. — he 
churns  ot  lum  no  Age/  (Jph{ — ge  claims  alone  that  varv  allegiance  and  flvieiiiv 
which  we  requiro'l  tlie  inari  to  ahjare  and  rc/imr/t.'P.  Not  onlv  .-o.  but  he 
himPrs  the  man  from  uHlie  Uniter!  Smtes,  and  from  rlischarging 

the,  allegiance  and  fulelity  wo  recjuired  him  to  swear  to  the  United  States. 
*1  ho  king  of  Pru>sia  says  he  .'liould  do  him  service  for  seven  vears,  foi-  this 
\ya.<  uhat  he  was  born  to  perform  : his  obligations  were  due  to  jdin  flr.st,  and 
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hi^  laws  were  first  bin'ding  him'.  The  Fnited  States  say— (rue,  he  was  bom 
. nieier  your  laws,  but  he  had  a riyht  to  expatriate  himself  ; he  owed  olk'yi- 
ance  first  to  you,  but  he  had  a rigid  to  forswear  it  and  to  swear  allegiance  to 
U'  : your  laws  first  applied,  but  this  is  a case  of  poliiical  obligation,  not. of 
obligation  ; it  is  not  for  any  crime  or  debt  you  claim  to  bind  him,  but 
it  is  for  allegiance  ; and  the  claim  you  set  up  to  his  services  on  the  ground  of 
his  political  obligation,  his  allegiance  to  you,  which  we  allo\v  him  to  abjure 
and  renounce,  is  inconsistent ' with  his  political  obligation,  his  allegiance, 
which  we  required  him  to  swear  to  the  United  States  ; he  has  sworn  fdelity 
to  us,  and  wo  have,  by  our  laws,  pledged  protection  to  him.  • 

Such  is  the  issue.  Now,  with  whlcli  will  the  Know'-Nothings  take  sides? 
'With  the  king  of  Prussia  against  our  naturalized  citizen  and  against  Amer- 
!ca,  or  with  America  and  our  naturalized  “citizen  ? Mark,  now,  Know-A'oth- 
ingism  is  opposed  to  all  foreign  intluence — -against  American  institutions. 
The  king  of  Prussia  is  a pretry  [jotent  foreign  indnence — he  was  one  of  the 
holy  alliance  of  crowned  heads.  W’’ili  they  take  part  with  him,  and  not 
protect  thy  citizen?  Then  they  irill  aid  a foreign  infuence  against  our 
lasvs!  Will  they  take  sides  v.’ith  our  naturalized  citizen?  If  so,  then 
upon  wliat  grounds  ? Now.  they  must  have  a good  cause  of  interposi- 
tion to  justify  us  against  all  the  received  dogmas  of  European  despotism. 

Don’t  they  see,  can’t  they  perceive,  that  they  have  no  other  grounds  than 
those  I have  urged  ? He  is  our  citizen,  nnfionaUzed,  owing  us  allegiance 
and  we  owing  him  protection.  And  if  we  owe  him  protection  abroad,  be- 
cause of  his  sworn  allegiance  to  us  . as  a naturalized  citizen,  what  tlien  can 
deprive  him  of  his  priviUges  at  home  among  us  when  he  returns?  If  he  be 
a citizen  at  all,  he  must  be  allowed  the  privileges  of  citizensiiip,  or  be  will 
not  be  .the  equad  or  his  ftdiow-citizens.  And  must  not  Know'-Nothingism 
strike  at  the  very  equality  of  citizen_-liip.  or  allow  hini  to  enjoy  all  its  lawful 
privileges?  If  Catholics  and  naturalized  citizens  are  to  be  citizens  and  yet 
to  be  proscribed  from  oitice.  they  must  be  rated  as  an  Inferior  class — an  ex- 
cluded class  of  citizens.  , Vvdli  it  be  said  that  the  law  will  not  m.ake  this  dis- 
tinction? Then  are  we  to  understand  that  Know-r\othings  would  not  make 
thein  equal  by  law  I If  not  by  law,  how  can  they  pretend  to  make  them 
unequal,  by  their  secret  order,  without  law  and  again-t  hrw  ? For  theiii, 
by  secret  co.mbination.  to  make  them  unequal,  to  impose  a burthen  or 
re.vtriction  upon  their  privileges  which  the  lave  does  not,  is  to  set  them- 
selves up  above  the  law.  and  to  supercede  by  private  aud  secret  author- 
ity. intangible  and  irrespoimlhle,  the  rule  of  public,  political  right.  In- 
deed, Is  this  not  the  very  essence  of  the  Higher  L.aw”  doctrine?  It 
cannot  be  said  to  be  legitimate  public  sentiment  and  the  action  of  its 
authority.  Public  sentiment,  proper,  is  a concurrence  of  the  common 
mmd  in  some  conckt>ion,  conviction,  opir\ion,  taste  or  action  in  respect  to 
P'un-ons  or  thiiigs  subject  to  its  public  notice.  It  will,  and  it  mu>t  control  the 
tnmd.s  and  action.-  of  men,  by  public  and  can ventiorivii  opinion.  Count  Mole 
J^aid  that  in  France  it  was  stronger  dian  statutes'.  It  i,-  so  here.  < That  it  Is 
which  .-hould  decide  at  the  polks  of  a Republic.  But,  here  is  a secret  semi- 
re.eut,  which  may  be  so  organized  as  to  contradict  tlie  public  sentiment. 
C.uidid:ite  A.  may  be  a native  and  a Protestant,  and  may  concur  with  thm 
^omirumitv,  if  it  be  a K now-Nothing  commuuitv.  on  every  other  subject  ex. 
^'g>t  that  of  proscribing  Catholics  and  naturnl.ized  citizens : and  candidate 
H.  may  concur  with  the  ci'imimmity  on  the  -uhjert  of  this  jiroscririLion  aione, 
u [)•:»; i no  otb.er  .'Ubj'  ct : arid  yet  the  Krmw-Nothings  might  elect  B.  hv 
tf  dr  -■..'Cret  -entimeut  agaiu.-t  the  publie  sentiment.  Thus  it  attacks  not 
only  American  doctrine.-  of  expatriation,  allegiance  and  prolecticn,  hut  the 
'■qu;iut\  of  ciiizca.-hip,  and  tlie  authority  of  paiblic  aontiment.  In  tlie  ailair 
'•'t  Ivoazta,  how  did  our  blood  rsisii  to  hks  rescue?  Did  the  Know-Nothing 
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side  with  him  and  j\lr.  ■ iUarcy,  ot  wit!]  Hulsemah  and  Austria  ? If  v/ith 
Koszta,  why?  Let  theiii  ask  themselves  for  (he  rationale,  arid  see  if  it  can 
In  reason  abide  v.  ith  their  orders.  Tiiere  is  no  middle  ground  in  respect  to 
naturalization.  We  must  either  liave  iiatunilization  laws  and  let  foreigners 
become  citizens,  on  equal  terms  of  cnpacities  and  privileges,  or  we  mu-t  ex- 
clude them  altogether.  If  we  abolish  naturalization  laws,  we  return  to  the 
European  dogma:  Once  a citizen,  alvvavxs  a ciiizen.”  If  we  let  foreigners 

be  naturalized  and  don’t  extend  to  them  etpiality  of  privileges,  we  set  up 
clashes  and  distinctions  of  persons  wholly  opposed  to  KeiiUbiicanism.  We 
will,  as  Rome  did,  have  citizens  who  may  be  scourged.  The  three  alterna- 
tives  are  presented — Our  pre.-ent  policy,  liberal,  and  just,  and  tolerant,  and 
equal:  or  the  . European  {'olic}'  of  holding  the  noses  ok  native  born  slaves  to 
the  grind-stone  of  tyrattny  all  their  lives  ; or,  odious  distinctions  of  citizen- 
ship tendiiig  to  social  and  |)olitlcal  aristocracy.  1 am  for  the  present  iaws  of 
naturalization.  . ' 

As  to  religion,  tlie  Coit^titufion  of  the  luiited  States,  art.  6th,  sec.  3,  espe- 
cially [govides  that  no  religious  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a qualification 
to  any  oilice  or  public  trust  under  the  United  States.  The  stale  of  Virginia 
lias,  from  her  earlie.-t  liistoiy,  passed  the  most  liberal  laws,  not  only  towards 
naliiralization,  but  towards  foreigners.  But  1 have  .said  enough  to  show  the 
spirit  of  American  laws  and  the  true  sense  of  xlmerlcan  maxims. 

3rd.  Know-Xorhingi^m  is  against  the  spirit  of  the  Ilefonnatiori  and  of  Pro- 
testantism? . 

What  was  there  to  Reform  ? 

Let  th.e  ]no:-t  bigoted  Protestant  einimerate  what  he  defines  to  have  been 
tr.e  abominations  of  the  chui-ch  of  Rome.  What  would  he  .'ay  were  the 
W(5j"'t  ? I'he  secrets  of  Jc^uiti,>m,  of  the  ,juto  no  fe,  of  the  xlonasterie.s  and 
of  the  Nuiinerie'.  The  private  penalties  of  the  Inquisition’s  Scavenger’s 
danehtr'r.  Proscription,  Persecution.  Bigotry,  intolerance,  Shutting  up  of 
the  Book  of  the  Word.  And  do  Protestants  now  meaii  to  out-.Jesuit  the 
Jesuits  ? Do  tliey  mean  to  .strike  and  not  lie  seen?  To  be  feh  and  not  lo  be 
h'-ard  ? To  put  a s'iudder  upon  humanity  bv  the  hiasks  of  Mutes?  Will 
tlmy  vvear  the  hlonki-h  cowls  ? Will  they  inflict  penalties  at  the  polls 

wif.ia.iut  reasoijing  togetlier  with  their  fellows  at  the  liustlngs  ? Will 
ihev  pro'seribe  ? IVrsecute  ? Will  they  bloat  up  themselve.^  into  tliat 
bigotry  whinh  would  burn  non-conformists  ? Vfiil  thev  not  tolerate  free- 
iiom  oi  con.'cience,  but  dooju  dissenters,  in  secret  conclave,  to  a forfeiture 
O)  civii  {/rivileges  tor  a'  religions  diiierencc  ? Will  t’nev  not  tran.'late  the 
scripture  ol  their  laith U iii  they  vi'it  us  with  dark  lanterns  and  execute 
U"  by  'igns,  and  test  oaths,  and  in  secresy  ? 

Prote-Laibis m 1 forbid  it! 

It  aiiVthing  was  ever  open,  fair  and  free — if  anytliing  was  ever  blatant 
rv(;n — it  was  tiie  hh'h.rrmation.  To  quote  froin  a iniglitv-  jlritish  r<en  : -‘It 
g'.vo  .i  mighty  imprjh'e  and  increa.sed  activity  to  i bought  am!  encuirv,  agitated 
th  ‘ inert  nc.i'S  ot  accumulated  preju(iices  thi-oiighoui,  Lurope.  Tne  eifect  of 
the  . concussion  was  general,  but  the  shock  was  greatc.'t  in  tliis  countrv  ” 
(Enghind.i  it  tO'Vqled  down  tlie  lull  grown  iritoh  ra'nle  ahu-es  of  centuries 
at  a hi-nv;  luor.  ed  the  eoouml  from  under  the  tefg  of  bigoted  faith  am'  slav  i d) 
obedience:  am!  the  ro.ir  and  da.'hing  of  opinions,  h'nzsencd  tVom  tlmir  accus- 
tomed hold,  miglif  he  heard  like  the  noise  of  an  angrv  sea.  and  ivas  never  yet 
suh.'ided.  (ou-miny  fi  st  broke  t!ie  .'pell  of  nn.'i»egOLien  fear,  and  gave  tiio 
watch'vord:  but  ianglr, nd  joined  r'le  .'bout,  -and  ccliopd  it  haclv'.  witli  her 
i-hin<l  voice,  Irom  hor  thousand  cliihs  and  eiaggv  sho)res,  in  ,i  h.>r,ger  ami 
a loudm*  strain.  With  that  cry  the  genius  of  Croat  Britain  rose,  and  tiin."./ 
down  the  gauntlet  to  the  nations,  'i'hcre  was  a mighty  f rmentation  ; trie 
waters  were  out;  public  opinion  was  in  a state  of  projection;  Libe.riy  was 
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out  to  all  to  think  and  speak  the  truth  men’s  brains  were  busy;  their 
‘l.irlfs  stirriiuj:  ifieir  hearts  lull;  arid  tlieife-  hands  not  idle.  Their  cye<  were 
( i.rni.-d  to  e.\pect  the  greatest  things,  and  their  ears  burned  with  cuiiosiiv 
iK'ul  zeal  to  know  the  truth,  that  the  truth  might  make  tliem  free.  The  death 
Id  'sv  wliic.il  had  been  struc.k  at  scarlet  vice  and  bloated  hvj)Ocri>.y,  loosened 
longites,  and  made  the  talismans  and  love  tokens  of  ro]>ish  superstitions 
v.ilh  which  she  had  beguiled  iier  followers  and  comiuitfed  aboirdnalioiis' with 
the  people,  fall  harmless  frorb  th.eir  necks.” 

'bhe  translation  of  the  Ikble  was  the  chief  engine  in  the  great  work.  It 
threw  oneti,  by  a secret  s{>ring,  the  rich  treasures  of  reli;iiori  and  morality, 
v.hic!)  had  then  been  locked  up  as  in  a slnine.  It  revealed  the  \ i.-ions  of 
fliC  PiO])hets,  and  conveyed  the  lessons  of  inspired  teachers, to  tlie  meaneat 
of  the  people.  It  gave  them  a, common  interest  in  a common  cause.  Their 
iicaits  burnt  within  them  as  they  rmid.  It  gave  a mind  to  the  people,  by 
giving  tliem  common  subjects  of  thought  and  feeling.  It  cemented  their 
knion  of  character  and  sentiment  it  created  endless  diversity  and  co'ilision 
of  opinion.  They  found  objects  to  employ  their  faculties,  and  a motive,  in 
tlio  magnitucle  of  the  consequences  attached  to  them,  to  exert  the  utmo.-t 
< agernm-s  in  tlm-  pursuit  of  truth,  and  the  most  daring  intrepidity  in  main- 
taining it.  Iveligious  controvciyy  sharpens  the- nnderstanding  by  the  subtlety 
and  remoteness  of  the  topics  it  discusses,  and  braces  the  will  by  their  infi- 
nite importance.  We  perceive  in  the  history  of  this  period  a nervous,  ma:;- 
culine  intellect.-  No  levity,  no  feebieness,  no  indifference ; or,  if  there  were, 
it  is  a relaxation  from  the  intense  activity  which  givrs  a tone  to  its  general 
character.  But  there  is  a gravity  approaching  to  piety,  a seriousness  of  rm- 
ymessioii,  a conscientious  severity  of  ai-'gurnent,  an  habitual  fervor  of  cntlru- 
i-la-m  in  tlieir  Uietliod  cf  handling  almost  every  subject.  The  debates  of  the 
schoolmen  were  sharp  and  subtle  enough  ; but  they  wanted  interest  and 
grandeur,  and  vvere  beside-^  confined  to  a few.  They  did  not  aifect  the  gen- 
eral mass  of  the  cornmuniTy.  But  the  Bible  was  thrown  open  to  all  ranks 
and  conditions  “ to  own  and  read,”  with  its  wonderful  tahle  of  contents, 
fj-om  Genesds  to  the  Revelation-.  Every  village  in  England  would  present 
tlie  scene  so  well  described  in  Burn.s’  Cotter’s  Saturday  Night.”  How 
unlike  this  agitation,  this  .-hock,  this  angry  sea,  this  fermentation,  this  siiout 
and  its  echoes,  this  impulse  and  activity,  this  concussion,  this  general  effect, 
thi'<  blovv,  thi'^  earthquake,  tliis,  roar  and  dashing,  this  longer  and  louder 
strain,  this  public  opinion,  this  liberty  to  all  to  think  and  speak  the  truth, 
this  .-tirring  of  spirits,  this  opening  of  eyes,  this  zeal  to  know — not  rcothivg 
— hut  the  iruih,  that  the  truth  might  make  them  free.  Plow  unlike  to  this  is 
Kicow-Nothingism,  sitting  and  brooding  in  secret  to  proscribe  (faiholics  and 
inturalized  citizems ! Protestantism  ]>rotested  again.-t  secresy,  it  ]u-otestcd 
aqainst  shutting  out  the  light  of  truth,  it  protested  against  proscription,  bigotry 
and  intolerance.  It  loosened  all  tongues  and  fought  the  owls  and  bats  of 
liight  with  the  light  of  meridiem  d.iy.  The  argument  of  Know-Nothings  is 
t!i>‘  argument  of  silence.  T!ie  order  ignores  ail  knowledge.  And  its  pro- 
-Cfijuion  can't  arrest  itself  witiun  the  limit  of  excluding  Catholics  and  natu- 
r.dized  citizens,  ft  niust  pro-crihe  natives  am!  Protestants  both,  who  will 
iK't  consent  to  unite  in  proscribing  Catholics  aiid  naturalized  citizens.  Nor 
is  that  all ; it  mu.-t  not  only  apply  to  birtli  and  religion,  it  must  nece-sariiy 
' xtend  itself  to  the  business  of  life  as  well  as  to  political  pu’efermcnis.  The, 
m-farices  have  fdieadv  occurred.  Scl;oolrrdstresses  leave  been  dlsml-sed 
•".■’u  sebook  in  Philadelphia  and  carpenters  from  a building  in  Ciucinnati. 

■Ph.  It  is  not  only  oppo.'Cd  to  tin'  Rel'orrnati.)n  anrl  Protestantism,  but  it  is 
'^q'po.scd  to  tlte  faith,  hope  and  chanty  of  the  gospel.  Never  was  any  triiunpli 
complete  thati  that  of  tlie  open  conflict  of  Protestants  against  tlic 
k -S'  and  priestcraft.  They  did  not  oppose  proscription  because  it  was  a policy 
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of  Catholics  ; but  they  opposed  Catholics  because  they  employed  proscripUon. 
Proscription,  n()t  Ca! holies,'  was  tlie  odium  to  them.  Here,  now,  is  hTnow- 
iNCaljin^riui)  combatliiig  proscription  and  exclusi\  eMess  with  proscrijitioii  and 
exclu>iveness,  secrecy  with  secrecy,  Jesuitism  with  .Jesuitism.  Toleration, 
byAnierican  exampiu,  h.ad  begun  its  march  throughout  the  earth.  It  trusted 
in  tlie  ])o\ver  of  truth,  .bad  faith  in  Christian  love  and  chariU',  and  in  the 
certainty  that-  God  would  decide  the  contest.  Here,  novv',  is  an  order 
proposing  to  destroy  the  elfect  of  our  moral  example.  The  Pope  himself 
would  soon  be  obliged,  by  our  moral  suasion,  to  yield  to  Protestants  in  Cath- 
olic countries  their  pidvileges  of  worship  and  rites  of  burial.  But,  no.  the 
[)ropo>Itlori  now  is,  “ to  tight  tlie  devil  with  tire,”  and  to  proscribe  and  exclude 
^•pcause  they  proscribe  and  exclude.  i\nd  they  take  up  the  weapons  of 
I’opery  without  knowing  how  to  wield  them  half  so  cunningly  as  the  Catho- 
lic- do.  The  Popisli  priests  are  rejoiced  to  see  them  giving  countenance  to 
their  example,  and  expect  to  make  capital  and  will  make  capital  out  of  this 
step  backwards  from  tin;  progress  of  the  reformation.  Protestantism  has  lost 
■nothing  by  toleration,  but  may  lose  much  by  proscrij)tion.  ' . 

. nth.  It  is  against  the  peace  and  purity  of  the  Protesdant  cJiurches  and  in 
'aid  of  priestcraft  within  their  folds,  to  secretly  organize  orders  for  religious 
combined  with  political  ends.  The  world — I mean  the  sinner’s  world— will 
be  set  at  war  witli  the  sects  who  unite  in  this  crusade  against  tolerance  and 
freedom  of  conscience  and  of  speech.  Chri.'t’s  kingdom  is  not  of  this 
work!,  and  freemen  will  not  submit  to  have  the  Protestant  any  more  than 
the  Catholic  churches  attempt  to  influence  jiolitical  elections,  without  a strug- 
gle from  without.  And  the  churches  from  within  must  reach  a point  when 
they,miL>t  struggle  among  themselves  and  with  each  other.  Peace  is  the 
fruit.of  righteousness,  and  righteousness  and  peace  must  flee  away  together 
from  a tif-rce  worldly  war  lor  secular  power.  And  the;  churdies  mu;l  be 
corrupted,  too,  as  evil  jjassions,  hatred,  and  jealous}',  and  ambition,  and 
envy,  and  revenge,  and  strife  arise  and  temptations  steal  away  the  hearts  of 
votaries  from  the  humble  service  of  the  “meek  and  lowly  Je-sus.”  Protes- 
tant priestcraft  Is  cousin  germaln  to  Catholic;  and  where  is  this  to  end  but 
in  giving  to  our  Protestant  piae.-ts — the  worst  of  them,  I medn— such  as  will 
“'put  on  the  livery  of  lieaven  to  serve  the  devil  in” — a control  of  ])Oiitieal 
power,  and  thus  to  bring  about  the  worst  union  which  could  be  devised,  of 
diurch  and  state  ! The  state  v.  ill  pro.-titiite  and  corrupt  any  dun cli,  and 
any  church  will  enslave  any  state.  Corrujd  our  Protestant  prie>ts  as  the 
Catholics  have  been,  with  temporal  and  political  power,  and  they  will  be  of 
the  same  “old  leaven” — -the  same  old  beast — the  same  old  ox  gobig  about 
with  straw  in  his  mouth  ! And  where  will  the  war  of  sects  end  Wb.en 
the  Protestant  priests  have  gotten  the  power,  which  of  their  .^ects  is  to  pre'.  ailr 
Tlie  Catholics  proscribed,  which  denomination  next  to  fall.'  ' The  Epi-co- 
pa!  church,  my  mother  church,  is  denounrod  by  some  as  the  bastard  daugb.ter 
of  t!i<'  whore  of  Pome.  Is  ^he  next  to  be  put  upon  the  list  of  pro.'Cripti an  ? 
And  wlitm  she  is  excluded,  how  are  the . Predestimirians  and  Armeniatu  to 
agree  among  themselves  ? Which  is  to  put  up  the  Governor  for  Virginia  or 
the  Pre-ident  jor  the  United  States  ? IVtiich  is  to  have  the  otrices,  and  l.'OW 
is  ui\i.'ion  to  be  made  of  the  spoils?  Sir,  tlii.-.  secret  association,  founded  on 
proscri[>tion  and  intoierance,  must  end  iu  nothing  short  of  corruption  and 
■ persecution  of  all  sects,  and  in  a civil  war  against  the  domination  of  priest- 
craft, Protestant  or  Gatholic.  Indeed,  it  is  .so,  alremfv,  that  a real  rea.'On  lor 
thi';.  s.:e.cre>'jj  is  that  tlie  p’-icsts.  who  linve  a zeal  witliout  lunowledge  again-t 
the  Pope,  are  unwilling  to  be  seen  in  tlnur  union  with  this  dark-lantern 
movement!  Woe,  woe,  woe!  to  th(‘  liypocrite  who  leaves  the  work  of  i. 
Master,  the  Prince  of. Peace,  the  (Jreat  High  Priest  after  the  order  of  Mcl- 
chisedcck,  for  a worhlly  work  like  this  ! • • / 
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6ih.  It  is  aii;ainst  free  civil  .government,  by  instituting  a secret  oligar- 
c!iy, . i)evon(l  the  reach  of  popular  arul  public  scrutiny,  and  suppoi-ted  by 
biiiid  instruineut.-^  of  tyranny,  bound  by  ic>l  oaths.  If  the  oaths  and  pvo- 
cfcdings  of  induction  of  meinbei .s  publi^^Iicd  be  true,  they  bind  the  noviciates 
irom  the  start  to  a jnissive  obedience  but  to  one  law,  the’order  of  intolerance^ 
anil  proscription.  i\Ien  arc  led  to  them  by  a burning  curiosity  to  know  that 
tlu'V  are  to  Knoir-A'!jlhin,Li- ! The  novelty  of  admission  beguiles  them  into 
adtn.Tence.  They  assemble  to  take  oaths  and  promise  to  obey.  To  obey 
whom?  Do  th.e  masses,  will  the  masses,  is  it  intended  that  the  masses  of 
tl.u'ir  member-  shall  Irnow  whom?  IVhere  is  the  central  seal  of  the  Veiled 
Proj>/ici ! InXewYork?  New  England?  or  Old  England?  Yfho  knows 
th<i.t  Know-Nothi.ngisni  is  not  inilucmced  bV  a cabal  abroad — by  a foreign 
influence?  Whence  passes  the  sign? — Of  course  from  a common  centre 
somewhere.  Is  that  centre  in  \drginia,  for  the  oi'ders  here?  If  not,  is  it 
not  alarming  that  our  })coplc  in  this  state  are  to  be  swerved  by  a sign  from 
somewhere,  anywhere  else,  tu  go  for  this  or  that  side  of  a cau-c,  for  this  or 
that  candidate  for  election  : Tho.-e  orders  mu^t  have  degrees  : the  degrees 

are  higher  ami  lower,  of  course,  and  the  higher  must  prescribe  the  rule  to 
, govern.  Each  degree  must  have  its  higher  othcers.  and  all  ilie  orders  must 
be  subject  to  some  one.  Now,  how  many  })Crsons  con.-titute  the  select  few 
of  the  highest  functionaries,  nobody  knows.  Nobody  knows  who  they  are? 
where  they  are,  or  Ijow  many  of- them  tliero  are.  They  exist  somewhere  in 
the  dark.  Their  blows  caritt  be  guarded  against,  for  they  strike,  not  like 
freemen  bold,  bravely,  for  rights,  but  uiiseei],  and  to  make  conquest  of 
rights.  Their  adherents  are  sworn  to  secrecy  and  to  obey.  Tliey  magnify 
their  numbers  and  induence  by  the  very  mystery  of  their  organization,  and 
the  timid  and  time-serving  by  to  them  for  fear  of  proscription  or  for  hope  of 
reward.  They  quietly  warn  friends  not  to  stand  in  the  'way  of  their  axe, 
and  fi'iends  begin  to  apprehend  that  it  is  time  to  save  themselves  by  Know- 
ing Nothing.  They  threaten  their  enemies,  and  some  of  their  enemies  skulk 
from  fear  of  offending  them.  They  alarm  a nation,  and  a.  nation,  wnth  its 
political  and  church  parties,  gives  them  at  uncce  consideration  and  respect  as 
a power  to  be  dreaded  or  courted.  Thus,  in  a night,  as  it  were,  has  an  oli- 
garchy grown  up  in  secret  to  control  our  liberties,  to  dictate  to  parties,  to 
guide  elections,  and  to  pa.ss  laws.  Thev  are  establishing  presses,  too,  but  we 
cannot  define  from  their  positions  a single  principle  whicli  we  can  say  Know- 
Nothings  may  not  disown  and  disavow.  The  Prophet  of  Khorassan  never 
gave  out  words  more  cabalistic- — words  to  catclj  by  sounds,  and  sounding  the 
very  opposite  of  uhat  they  really,  mean.  When  they  have  men's  fears, 
curiosity,  hopes,  the  people’s  voices,  the  ballot  boxes,  the  press,  at  their 
Ce'mmand,  how  long  will  our  minds  be  free,  or  persons  safe,  or  property 
secure?  flow  long  will  stand  the  pillars  of  freedom  of  spt'cch  and  of  the 
pen,  when  liberty. of  conscience  is  gone  and  birth  is  made  to  “ make  the 
man  He  i-  a da.-tard,  i'ldeed,  wlio  fears  to  oppose  an  olis'archy  or  secret 
cabal  like  this,  and  loves  not  human  rights  well  enough  to  protect  them. 

Eh.  It  is  opposed  to  our  progress  as  a nation.  No  fiew  acqui.-ition  can 
ever  be  made  by  purcha-e  or  conquest,  if  foreigners  or  Catholics  are  in  the 
boundaries  of  the  acquired  countries;  for,  siii-ely  we  would  not  seek  to  take 
jurisdiction  over  them  ; to  make  them  slaves  : to  raise  up  a di^tinct  cia.^s  of 
persons  to  be  excluded  Irom  the  privileges  of  a Republic.  If  not  for  their 
own  sakes,  for  the  sake  of  the  Plepublic  we  would  save  ourselves  from  this 
exam[)lo. 

As  early  a>  i7<S7,  we  esta.ldl.- hed  a great  land  ordinance.  The  most  per- 
lect  .Mostem  of  eminent  domain,  of  proprietary  titles,  and  of  territorial  settle- 
ments, wifich  the  world  had  ever  beheld  to  bhws  the  homeU'ss  chlMien  of 
It  had  tiie  very  . housewarming  of  hospitality  in  it.  It  wielded  tha 
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loi^woo:!  axe,  and  cleared  a continent  of  forestb*.  It  niode  an 'exodus  i-n  the 
old  world,  and  dotted  the  new  witli  loa'-cabins,  aroun'd  the  lierotlis  of  wliich 
the  tears  of  the  aged  and  the  oppi-essed  were  wiped  away,  and  cherub  child- 
ren were  born  to  liberty,  and  sang  its  songs,  and  have  grown  up  in  its 
striniglii  arul  rr.igiu  and  rnajesty,  ft  brought  together  foreigners  of  every 
counti  y and  cliine — immigrants  from  Europe  of  every  language  and  religion, 
ami  its  most  wonderful  etleci  has  been  to  assimilate  ail  races.  Irir^h  and 
German,  Eiielisii  and  French,  Scotch  and  Spaniard,  have  met  on  the  westei  n 
prairies,  in  the  western  wocals,  and  have  peopled  villages  and  town^  and 
cities — queen  cities,  livalling  the  iiiarls  of  eastern  commerce  ; and  the  Teu- 
tonic and  Celtic  and  Anglo-S/ixon  races  have  in  a da}'  mingled  into  one 
iindistingLiishable  mass — and  that  one  is' American  — American  in  every 

serme  a'ud  in  every  feeling,  in,  every  instinct,  and  in 'everv  impulse  of  Ameii- 
can  pati iotisiri.  Tlte  raw  i .’enuan’s  ambition  is  first  to  acquire  land  enoi’.gh 
upon  wliich  to  'Cud  word  back  to  the  Baron  he  left  behind  him,  that  he  does 
^ not  envy  him  his  principality ! 

The  Irishman  no  longer  huTTa’s  for  •‘rnyLord”  or  “ rny  Lady,’'  but  ex- 
claimis  Iri  his  heart  of  hearts  that  “this  is  a free  country.”  The  children  of 
all  are  cro.''sed  in  blood,  in  the  hrsf  generation,  so  that  ethnology  can’t  tell  of 
■what  parentage  they  are — they  all  become  brotlier  ami  si.'-ter  Jonathan- — 
Joriatijans  to  sow  and  plant  grain — -Jonathans  to  raise  and  drive  stocl: — Jona- 
thans' to  orgaiii/e  townships  and  counties  and  states  of  I’rce  election — Jona- 
thans to  establish  schools  and  colleges  and  rear  orators,  sages  and  -tatesmen  for 
the  Senate — Jonatlrans  to  take  a true  I'leart  aim  with  the  ride  at  any  foe  who 
dares  invade  a common  countiy— Jonath.ans  to  carry  conquest  of  libeity  to 
ether  h nds,  until  the  whole  earth  shall  bo  filled  with  the  glory  of  American- 
ism ! Am  in  tliC-  colonies,  as  in  the  revolution,  as  in  the  last  v. ar,  so  have 
foreigners  and  immigrants  of  everv  religion  and  tongue,  contributed  to  build 
np  tlie  tcirq  'e  of  American  law  and  liberty,  until  its  spire  reaches  to  heaven, 
whil.-t  its  s.hadow  rests  on  earth! ! If  there  has  been  a turnpike  road  to  be 
beaten  out  of  the  rocky  metal,  or  a canal  to  be  dug,  foreigners  and  irr^. mi- 
grants nave  beem  armed  with  the  mattock  and  the  spade  : and,  if  a battle  on  -ea 
or  land  had  to  he  fought,  foreigners  and  immigrants  have  been  armed  'with 
tiie  mu-ket  and  the  blade.  So  have  foreigners  and  immigrant';  proved  that 
th.eir  inlluericp  b.as  not  impaired  the  genius,  or  the  g-race,  or  gladness,  or  glory 
of  ■ A merman  iu.'titutions.  eVt  no  time  have  they  warred  upon  our  religion 
in  the  we.-t,  and  they  have  been  at  peace  among  themselves.  The  Pope  has 
lo-t  more  than  he  has  gamed  of  proselvt.es  b\'  the  Cath.olics  coming  here. 
No  pro.scription  but  one  has  ever  disturbed  the  I'cligioLis  t(derance"of  the 
west,  and  that  o.ne  was  to  didve  out  the  i-eliglon  of  an  imqtoster  which  stru-.'k 
at  every  social  relation  surrounding  it.  If  Know-Notliiug.-;  inav  tolerate 
Alormorm,  I can’t  ^ec  avhy  they  lea^'e  ihem  to  their  religious  liberty  c.nd 
.select  the  very  motiier  c.hurch  of  Protestantism  itself  for  perseemtion  and 
pro^^criptmn.  But  the  v;e-t,  I repeat,  made  up  of  foreigners  and  immigrants 
of  every  religion  and  tongue,  the  we-t  i^;  a^  purely  patriotic,  as  truly  Ameri- 
can, as  gemnnejy  Jonathan,  as  any  people  who  ran  rialm.  our  nationah’tv. 
Now,  Is  ni)t  herr  proof  in  war  and  in  'peac'c  that  tiio  anprolien.-ion  of  foreign 
influence,  f'moughf  here  by  immigrants,  is  not  only  groundle-s  but  ccutra- 
clicted  by  tlic  tacts  of  our  settlemeut.s  and  de\  elopments  Did  a nation  e\  er 
so  grow  as  we  have  done  under  land  ordinances  and  our  laws  of  naturaliza- 
tion ? Tltey  have  not  m id<'‘  ari-tO(?racies,  hut  sovereigns  and  so^ereignti/'s 
of  the  people  of  Tlie  we-t.  'fhey  h.ave  sfrcrigtliencd  the  sUibes  of  our  d >- 
ininloQ  and  multiplied  the  sons  and  daugiiters  of  America  so  that  now  .-he 
can  mu.ster  an  army,  and  maintain  it,  toi),  outmunbering  the  strength  of  anv 
invaners.  and  making  “a  hc)'t  of  freedom  which  is  ihe  ho'?t  of  G(3d  1” 

ISow,  shall  all  this  policy  and  its  proml  and  happy  fruits  be  cast  aside 
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for  p.  rontrpcted  arid  selfish  schcone  of  intolerance  ond  exclusion?  Shall  the 
tinnnrnbered  sections  of  our  public  lands  he  fenced  in  P2:adn>t  immiaTants  ? 
Sind!  ho'pitaiitv  be  denied  to  fo'/eip’O  settlers?  Shall  no  asylum  be  lei't  open 
t')  die  poor  ami  the  oppressed  of  Europe  r ShaU  the  cleariug-  of  our  lands 
sto[>ped  ? Shad  })opuIatioii  be  aive>f.Gd  ? Shad  progress  be  made  to 
stand  ;tdlr  Are  we  surfeited  witii  pro-perity?  Slmli  no  more  territory  be 
acquired  ? Shad  Bermuda  be  left,  a r/e?y.v?o7?  of  the  Gulf  of  ?-Ie>;ico, 

and  Jamaica,  a ke}"  of  South  Am^riran  conquest  and  acqul.-ition,  in  the 
hands  of  England;'  Cuba,  a cle:)ot  of  doininrdion  over  the  mouth  of  tire 
JMis.'issippi,  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  just  stronc:  enough  to  keen  it  from  us  for 
some  strong  JTiaritime  power  to  seize,  wltcnever  tliey  will  conquer  or  force  a 
purmhase,  Central  America,  in  llie  gafe-way  of  commerce  between  cur 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  pO''essioas — -lest  forei'.nmrs  be  let  in  oriiojig  im,  and 
Catholics  come  to  participate  in  our  privileges?  Verily,  thif-  is  a strange 
way  to  help  American  in-titutioiis  and  to  promote  American  progress. 
No,  we  have  iu'^titutions  which  can  embrace  a world,  ad  inarikirid  with 
all  tliolr  opinions,  prejudices  and  pas^io[is,  liowever  diverse  and  ciasli- 
ing,  provitled  we  adhere  to  the  law  of  ChriEiari  charity  and  of  free 
toleration,  ilut  the  moment  we  dl-pense  wdili  these  laws,  the  piide,  and 
progress,  and  glory,  atid  good  of  American  institutions  avid  cease  forever,  and 
the  memory  of  them  will  but  goad  the,  afiecdons  of  tiicir  m.ourners.  Self- 
ishness, utter  selfi>hnes5.a]one,  can  enjoy  tne'C  Amerir'an  LlC'-sings,  without 
desiring  that  ad  mankind  sljad  participate  in  their  glorious  pj-ivileges.  A^otli- 
ing,  nothing  is  so  dangerous  to  theiTi,  nothing  can  dc.droy  them  so  soon  and 
so  certainly,  as  secret  societies.  foimVed  for  political  and  religious  ends  com- 
bined, founded  on  pro.- c riot  ion  ami  intolerance.withont  nece.'^sity,  against 
law.  against. the  spirit  of  the  Chri^Gian  Reformation,  agairmt  the  whole  scope 
of  Protestantism-,  agrdnst  the  faith,  hope,  and  charitv  of  the  P>ible,- against 
The  peace  and  {Hudty  of  the  churches  , again-t  free  government  by  leading 
to  oligarchy  and  a union  of  church  and  state:  against  human  progress, 
agnin-t  Rational  acquisitions,  against  ..American  , hospitality  and  comity, 
agalimt  American  maxims  of  expatriation,  and  ollegiarice  and  proti'ction, 
against  American  settlenicnts  and  land  ordinances,  agairmt  Americanirm  in 
every  sense  and  shanc  ! ‘ . 

Lastly.  What  aie  the  evils-  complained  of,  to  make  a pi'ctext  Er  t'lese 
mnovation'  against.  American  policy,  as  heretofore  practised  w ith  so  much 
success  and  such  exceeding. triumph? 

1st.  ihhe  first  cau.m,  most  piominent,  i.s  that  the  native  and  Protestant 
feeling  has  been  exa.-perated  t!ie  course  pur.-ued  by  both  political  parties, 
in  the  last  several  PresKicmtia!  catnpaigns  ; they  have  cajoled  and  ••  honaj- 
/vggAr/”  with  both  Ceriliolics  and  ibieigneis  by  birth,  naturalized  and  un- 
m-uralized,  ad  nameaai. 


.Foreigners  and  Catholics  were  not  so  much  to  blame  for  that  as  both  par- 
tm-.  And  take  these  election  tov.s  from  them,  a:id  does  any  o;te  .-unpose 
that  they  would  not  resort  to  sojnc  otlier  humbug  ? Is  not  another  hobby 
now  arising  to  put  down  bath  of  these  pets  of  party  ? Is  not  the  cotikey 
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kicking  its  heel-  at  the  lap-dogs  of  the  rich 
nveet  German  accent,”  for  the  tbudlings  ana  pot- 
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h.av  ) \ iclated  the  election  laws  and  laws  of  riafurauza- 
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vmi. 

Lon.,  in  ruriung 
to  vote. 

Mdy,  again,  is  the  fiiult  of  bnth  parties.  And  tills  is  confined  chi»dly,  ii 
riot  entirely,  to  the  cities.  It  don’t  reach  to  the  ballot  boxes  of  the  coiniiry  at 
J wg'-q  andvi.s  not  a drop  in  the  ocean  of  our  political  induence.  In  Vmw 
^ork,  Philadv'Iphia,  Baltimore,  Ciiiciimati,  ami  jS'ew  Orleans,  tlie  abu^e,  I 
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venture  to  say,  don’t  number^  in  fact,  500  votes.  It  is  nothing  everywhere 
else,  in  a country  of  luiiversal  suhVage  and  of  twenty  rni!!ions  of  free  pco. 
pie.  Aiki  would  perjury  arid  fraud  in  cleciions  be  arrested  by  , the  attempt 
to  exclude  C'atliolics  and  foreigners  by  birth  from  ollice  r— or,  by  extending 
liic  limitation  of  time  for  natura'izaiion  r — or.  by  reiiealing  the  naturaliza- 
tion laws  ? Either  of  these  remedies  for  the  error  would  ninltipi}^  the  per- 
. juries  and  the  frauds  and  the  foreign  votes.  Then  there  would  be  a {lie- 
text  for  obtaining  by  fraud  and  force  what  was  denied  under  law.  By  mak- 
ing naturalization  ratlier  to  follow  immediately  upon  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  that  to  de{iend  on  the  will  and  tlie  good  character  of  the  applicant, 
fraud  and  perjury  wouf!  rather  be  stiiiipcd  of  their  pu-etexts.  • The  foreign- 
ers would,  be  at  once  exalted  in  tb.cir  self-resjiect  and  -dignity  of  deportment, 
right  would  enable  liiem  to  exercise  the  elective  franchise  in  peace,  and  tlie 
country  would  escape  the.  tlemorcilizatinn  resulting  from  a violation  of  the 
laws,  and  from  the  means  employed  to  set  at  nought  their  force  and  cifect. 

3rd.  Foreigners  have  abu.-ed  the  jnotection  of  the  United  States  abroad. 

If  tliey  have,  it  was  a violation  ol'  lavvu  They  cannot  well  do  it,  without 
the  W'ant  of  care  and  vigilance  in  our  con.suiar  and  diplomatic  functionaries 
abroad.  Citizens  at  home  abuse  our  prolcctioa,  and  they  are  not  always 
puniilied  for  their  crimes. 

4th.  Catholics,  it  is  urged,  have  been  combined  and  obeyed  the.  signs  of 
tlieir  bishops  and  priests  in  ■ elections,  and  have  been  influenced  ii>  their 
.-votes  to  a great  extent  by  religious  and  exclusive  considerations. 

If  they  have,  that  is  one  of  the  best  reasons  why  Protestants  should  not 
follow  their  example.  It  is  evil,  and  the  less  thcx-'e  is  of  it  the  better  for  all. 
Let  bigotry  and  {H'oscrijition  belong  to  ari}^  sect  rather  than  to  Prote.stants. 
When  they  follow  alleged  C uhoHc  exarni)les,  which  they  arraign,  as  danger- 
ous and  mischievous,  ttien  tlicy  themselves  become  as  Caihclics,  according 
to  their  own  opinions,  dangereus  and  miscliievous. 

0th.  Catholics  and  Catholic  governments,  it  is  urged,  have  always  ex- 
cluded Protestants  from  religious  ami  social  {irivileges  in  their  countries. 

And  how  much  Iiave  we  gained  upon  them  by  following  the  opposite  poli- 
cy r ]>y  tolerance  we  ha'^  e grown  so  great  as  now  to  make  them  feci  the 
necessitv  to  respect  our  title  to  comity  and  right  to  a separate  enjoyment  of 
the  privileges  of  Protestant^.  Our  government  is  intcipo.'ing  in  that  behalf, 
and  I fear  it  will  not  he  assi-Lod  any  in  it.s  negotiations  by  the  attempt  here 
to  proscribe  Catholic.^  and  strangers  by  tdrth. 

btli.  It  is  complained  tiial  in  some  in.-lauces.  in  New  York  particularly, 
the  Catliolics  h.ave  been  arr"gant,  excUn-ive  and  anti-republican  in  tbeir  at- 
tempt.' to  control  the  pui.-iic  schools,  and  to  exclude  from  them  the  free  and 
o]>en  study  of  tlic  worvi  of  Cod. 

How  can  this  bigotry  be  -ubfitied  by  bigotry,  wliich  retires  itself  in  secrecy 
and  [n'O.'Cribes  ail  who  don’t  {>ro.-crii.)i‘  ( kitholics  There  is  no  honwepathy 
in  mo'-al  di>case.  Pro?crijZi''n  a'ld  Idg.gry  and  secrecy  must  not  be  prescrib- 
ed fOx"  the  nudadics  of  {no-cription,.  ing  )try,  and  hiding  of  the  word  ! 'Phe 
disease^  would  then  be  ('pid.  nnc.''  among  Prote.'tants,  Catholics,  and  alb 
The  open  and  lawfid  and  li^'cra!  rueae..'  toe  either'  {u-ovention  or  correction  of 
this  e\ii  are  .simrde  and  etiicaciou'  if  lighleously  applied. 

7th.  It  IS  urged  that  (.’alholic.>  recogiu/.e  the  .'U{>i'cmacv  of  tlie  Pope  aiid 
submi''slo;i  to  prie.'tcr  lit,  whicli  might,  under  circumstances,  be  destructive 
• of  our  free  goverritm  rit. 

Suppo^e  that  to  be  -o.  tlmre  are  wo*',--^  sect'  among  ms.  whom  Know-Xoth- 
ings  preterui  not  to  a-. '.ml.  '1  herr  aie  ItHi  Mormoii  {>o!vg.imi'ts  ; theieare. 

the  necroniancers  ol  S[iiritu.iL  uappifigs  ; and  there  is  a seet  wliich  aspires 
not  onlv'  to  de.stroy  free  governrinmt,  tint  the  great  globe  and  all  that  it  in- 
habit— tlie  miiienial  H illeiiles.  And,  tt  is  about  as  likely  that  Miilerites  will 
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jt.'i,  the  worh-1  on  fire  in  one  day,  as  that  Po{)ory  will  .ever  be  able  to  break  up 
or  bow  down  this  republic.  The  prophecies  imi.sl  all  fail,  and  Christ’s  dominion 
upon  eartii  must  cea.-^e,  and  printing-  presses  and  telegra[)hs  and  steam  must 
be  !o^t  to  the  arts,  and  revolutions  must  go  backwards,  and  the  sky  must  fail 
and  catcii  Kno'-v -Xothings,  before  the  times  of  .Pevclations  are  out,  and  the 
I’ope  catches  “Uncle  Sam.” 

. N'o,  no,  no — there  is  .not  a reason  in  all  these  complaints,  which  is  not 
jj.iti^fiod  by  our  laws  as  they  exij>t,  and  not  an  error,  which  may  not  be  cor- 
roded by  the  proper  application  of  the  lawful  authority  at  our  command, 
without  resorting  to  the.extrao-rdinory,  extrajudicial,  revolutionary,  and  anti- 
American  plan  of  a secret  society  of  intoleraTice  and  ]noscripUon. 

J belong  to  a secret  society,  but  for  no  political  pui'po<c.  I am  a native 
Virginian  i,iius  et  hi  cuie,  a Virginian  ; my  ancestors  on  both  sides  for  two 
luuuired  years  were  citizens  of  this  country  and  this  state — half  Fmgfmh,  half 
Scotch.  I am  a Protestant  by  birth,  by  ba})tism,  by  intellectual  belief  and 
by  education  and  by  adoption.  I am  an  American,  in  e^  eiy  fibre  and  in  every 
feeling  an  A tuerican  ; yet  in  every  character,  in  every  relation,  in  every 
i*cnse,  with  all  my  head,  and  all  my  heart,  and  all  tny  might,  I protest 
against  this  secret  organization  of  native  xVmericans,  and  of  Protestants  to 
pro.'Cribe  Roman  Catholic  and  naturalized  citizens  i 
X'ow,  will  they  proscribe  me?  _ . , 

That  question  weighs  not  a feather  with 

Your  obedient  servant, 

: HENRY  A.  WISE. 


THE  FIRST  ARPEARANCE  OF  KXOW-XOTHINGISM  IN 

VIRGINIA. 

It  is  unknown  to  the  unitiated  at  what  precise  time  Know-X'othingisrn 
made  its  entrance  into  Virginia  ; but,  from  the  .most  reliable  rnformation  we 
can  gather,  the  first  council  was  organized  in  the  town  of  Charlottesville, 
«orne  time  in  the  month  of  July,  lS.f>4,  and  very  soon  after  another  in  the  city 
of  Richmond.  These  councils,  in  pursuance  to  the  Know-N’othing  Ritual,  were 
organized  by  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Thirteen  of  the  city  of 
Xew  York.  From  this  time  until  about  the  latter  part  of  October,  vre  have  no 
newspaper  account  of  o])crations.  But  during'  this  interim  of  nearly  three 
months,  it  is  our  impression  that  the  Grand  Council  of  Thirteen  was  very 
industriously  organizing  counciU  in  the  various  towns  and  cities  of  the  state. 
After  t!m  state  had  become  well  checkered  Vvdth  councils,  the  Grand  Council 
ul  Thirteen  delegated  one  Rev.  f^tr,  Evans  to  cstabli.'.h  a state  council  in  the 
t-’iiy  of  Richmond.  'This  state  council  was  empowered  by  the  parent  bodyin 
New  York  to  grant  charters  for  the  establishn.ent  of  councils  in  every  nook 
ami  ciirner  of  the  state  ; and  the  consequence  was,  tliat  in  nearly  every 
J'eiduded  grove,  retired  school-house,  and  concealed  recess,  could  be  found  a 
uand  of  men,  veiled  in  secrecy  and  under  the  cover  of  darkness,  administer- 
ing Jesuitical  oaths  and  teui-liing  cabalistic  signs  to  the  thouaditleso,  imlis- 
enu-t  and  unsuspecting  noviciates.  J'he  citizens  of  this  common  wealth 
>'hould  keep  it  fresh  in  their  minds,  that  a portion  of  her  citizens  were  once 
engaged  in  the  work  of  palming  upon  them  a political,  heresy,,  through  the 
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, instrunieniaiity  of  a Northern  emis:-ary,  coinine;  iiiuler  the  5-pecious  gui-eand 
cloak  of  religion.  Nf'\v  York  was  the  hot  bed  of  cormptioji'  from  which  a 
noilherii  plague  was  to  sweep  the  home  and  resting-place  of  ^Vashingtori 
and  Jeh'ei^O'a.  The  'Klchmond  Enquirer  noticed,  in  tiie  following  spirited 
mann.er,  tlie  organization  of  tlie  state  coLmcil  by  the  Eev.  Evans,  of  New 
York  : 

K\ow-Nothixg  Council  in  Riciioiond. — ft  Is  not  generally  known,  we 
.suspect,  that  a state  conned  of  tiie  Know-Nothing  order  is  to  be  held  in 
this'c'U'  to-tlay.  in  sqhte  of  tlie  si'vcre  secrecy  of  their  movements,  this 
fact  has  transpired  : and  witli  it  comes  the  additional  intelligence  that  one 
iveverend  kfr.  Evans  is  ])re.sent  as  representatic  e of  the  “ Grand  National 
Council  of  Thirteeii.”  of  which  Earker  of  New  Yoi’k  is  President.  This 
cmi-wary  brings . along  a redundant  swqiply  of  the  venom  of  intolerance^ 
wherewith  to  inoculate  the  bretlireri  in  tins  region  and  to  corrupt  tlie  native 
generosity  of  the  Virginia  cliaracier.  He  imports,  also,  a cojiious  supply 
of  pass- words  and  other  cabaih-'tic  signs,  and  is  in  evmry  way  equipped  for 
the  work  of  drill-sergeant  and  hierophant.  Is  it  not  a shame  that  such  crea- 
tures rdioidd  come  here,  and.  under  cover  of  darkness,  depo'^it  the  poison  of 
intoleranee  and  pro.-crip! ion  on  the  soil  which  Jefferson  has  consecrated  to 
civil  lihertv  and  to  freedom  of  comm'ience  The  movements  of  the  order 
are  directed  and  controlled  by  a cabal  in  hsyw  York,  and  tiius,  should  Know- 
Nothingdsm  tilumph  in  this  state,  the  government  of  Virginia  will  be  the 
creature  of  the  Council  of  Tiiirteen.'’  Esteeming  themselves  competent 
to  tlie  management  of  their  own  affair^.  Virginians  liave  been  proverbially 
jealous  of  foreign  influence;  nor  will  they  now  submit  to  the  usurpation  of 
this  conclave  of  New  York  Know-Nothings.  The ‘sentiment  of  state-sove- 
reig'nty  and  the  pride  of  peiyonal  independence  are  equally  outraged  by  the 
altemr)t  thus  to  subjugate  us; 

-Our  neighbor  of  the  Dispatch,  with  commendable  forethought,  has  warned 
persons  attending  the  Fair  against  the  depredations  of  the  tldeves  who  ride 
pockets  in  the  coiifu'ion  of  the  crowd.  It  Is  our  biminC'S  lo  admoni^h  all 
goal  citizun-  of  the  presence  of  the  Know-Nothings,  who,  adopting  the  cun- 
mng  artifice  of  pick-pockets  and  burglars,  have  availed  tiiemseives  of  tlie 
contm-ion  and  excitement  of  this  occasion,  to  mature  their  plot  against  tlie 
security  of  socictv. 


THE  bTAUNTON  DEklOCRATIC  CONVENTIONT, 

» - 

Alter  the  claims  of  the  various  candidates  spoken  of  for  Governor  had 
been  thoroughly  discu'sed  through  the  public  journals,  delegates  were  sent 
from  variou-;  counties  of  the  state  to  meet  in  Convention  at  the  town  of 
Staunton,  November  fOth,  IS.bd,  for  rlio  fnirpom  of  makitig  a proper  selec- 
tion o(  candidate.^  for  the  oriice  of  Governor,  Lieut.  Governor  and  Attorney 
General.  Tliis  Convention  was  one  of  the  largest  and  most  talented  that 
ever  assernbCd  in  the  state  for  a po'itira!  nirpose. 

Its  procee'iings  were  verv  animat-'d.  l^ar'ies  soon  resolved  thcnmvlves 
into  two,  one  of  them  supporting  Mr.  ^Ylsn,  the  other  Mr.  Leakf.  P"' 
ses.sion  lasted  three  davs,  and  Mr.  Wi'^e  was  not  nominated  until  tlie  morn- 
ing of  the  third  and  last  day.  A.s  it.:,  proceedings  were  nrarked  by  gr-cat 
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exciiement- aiid'warmth  of  feeling,  and  onl}’’  an  elaborate  and  detailed  rcliear- 
;;;u  of  them,  too  volLiminous  for  oiir  space,  could  do  justice  to  all  who  partici- 
j.>atcd  in  the  debates  and  ballotings,  we  shall  confine  ourselves  to  a inere 
skeleton  recital  of  its  leading  tran.-actions. 

T!ie  Convention  was  organized  by  the  appointment  of  Oscar  M.  Crutch- 
field, Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  President,  and  Wm.  F.  Ritchie, 
editor  of  the  Enquirer,  and  Ro.  W.  Plughes,  editor  of  the  Examiner,  Secre- 
taries. ’ ' , 

The  great  debate  and  turning  point  of  ever}'thing  done  by  the  Convention 
was  upon  the  original  resolution  presented  by  bir.  Shackelford,  and  upon  an 
amendment  which  was  offered  by  bL^.  Garnett,  of  Essex,  to  the  same. 

bir.  Shackelford’s  resolution  was — 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  wdli  not  make  a nomination  for  Governor, 
Lieutenant  Governor,  or  Attorney  General,  unless  the  candidate  receive 
votes  of  this  Convention  sulrhcient  to  represent  a majority  of  the  whole  Dcn> 
ocratic  vote  of  the  state. 

To  this  resolution,  blr.  bluscoo  R.  H.  Garnett,  of  the  county  of  Essex, 
wdio  was  the,  leader  of  bfr.  Vfise’s  friends,  offered  the  followdng  amendment : 

'3 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  require  a majorify  of  ihe  votes  cast  to  nominate 
candidates  for  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Attorney  General.  . 

This  amendment  v;as  opposed  with  greaT  ability  by  jnany  of  the  leading 
meii  of  the  Convention.  Tlie  speeches  of  blessrs.  Fauntleroy,  Irving, 
Aylett,  James  Barbour,  X.  C.  Claiborne,  J,  \V.  blassie  and  IV.  JL  Harman 
were  of  great  ability  and  eloquence.  It  was  the  most  spirited  and  able 
off-hand  debate  diat  ever  transpired  in  a political  , convention.  The 
debate  W’as  continued  into  the  night  of  Thursday,  the  30th  November, 
1S54,  tiie  first  day  of  the  session.  The  vote  wms  then  taken,  and  was  scaled 
on  tlie  principle  of  allowing  each  county  represented  a number  equal,  to  its 
Democratic  vote  in  the  presidential  election  cf  1S5.2.  The  process  of  scaling 
the  vote  was  so  tedloim,  that  the  Convention  adjourned  over  until  tlie  next 
morning  in  order  to  allow  the  secretaries  time  to  compute  the  result. 

Friday^  Dec.  I. — On  the  meeting  of  the  Convention  this  morning,  the 
result  of  the  vote  on  Garnett’s  amendment  was  announced  as  follows; 

.For  the  amendment,  35,21"2 

Against  the  amendment,  , 26,194 

Majority,  9,01S 

So  decided  w'as  the  opposition  manifested  to  this  result,  and  to  the  amend- 
ment, that  a re-consideratiem  was  at  once  moved,  and  a long  and  most  ani- 
mated debate  was  kept  up  tbrcugb  the  greater  portion  of  the  day.  Finally, 
a second  vote  was  taken  oi  the  same  propo^dtion  as  at  first  with  the  follow- 
ing result : 

For  the  amendment,  32.903 

Against  it,  ’ ^ 29,0,59 
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This  vote,  of  course,  settled  the  question,  and  tlie  Convention  decided 
that  the  majority  of  the  Votes  cast  in  the  Convention  should  nominate  a can- 
didate for  the  party — without  reference  to  thirty  unrepresented  counties. 

The  contest  on  this  important  proposition  was  warm  and  excited  from  the 
fact  tliat  the  adoption  of  Garnett’s  amendment  was  equivalent  to  the  nomina- 
tion of  Mr.  Wise;  while  the  adoption  of  Shackelford’s  resolution,  if  not 
equivalent  to  the  nomination  of  INtr.  Leake,  by  requiring  a vote  larger  than  hir. 
W ise’s  friends  could  have  polled,  wmuld  have  resulted  in  tlie  nomination  of 
a compromise  candidate.  ’ ■ . 

This  amendment  Iravingbeen  adopted,  the  Convention  proceeded  at  once  to 
the  nomination  of  a candidate  for  the  oillce  of  governor. 

Mr.  Douglas,  of  New  Kent,  put  hlr.  IL  A.  Vfise  in  nomination,  and  hir. 
N.  C.  Claiborne,  of  Franklin,  presented  the  name  of  Slieiton  F.  Leake.  Pro- 
minent among  the  speakers  during  the  evenitig  were  Messrs.  Berry  of  Alex- 
andria, Fauntleroy  of  'Winchester,  Skinner  of  Augusta,  Brown  of  Kanawha. 
Browne  of  Statlbrd,  Meade  of  Petersburg,  Kenna  of  Kanawha,  and  English 
of  Logan. 

All  of  these  spceclies  were  creditable,  and  many  of  them  eloquent  and  tell- 
ing. It  cannot  be  said  that  they  were  sermons  inculcating  doctrines  of  aiTec- 
tlon  and  brotherly  love.  Although  the  speakers  vrere  personally  courteous, 
ye.t  their  political  reviews,  comments,  Ac.,  on  public  men  were  the  bitterest 
it  is  ever  one’s  fortune  to  listen  to.  An  excited  audience,  by  loud  applaus3tf 
and  boisterous  manifestations  of  approbation  and  displeasure,  rendered  the 
whole  scene  one  of  extraordinary  excitement.  The  large  badly  lighted  Iraii 
seemed  tlie  theatre  of  the  bitterest  and  most  envcno.nied  feelings  during  this 
long  and  acrimonious  debate.  Such  a scene  %vas  never  presented  in  a Dem- 
ocratic Convention  before,  and  we  hope  never  will  be  presented  again'.  Tha 
most  violent  and  pointed  assaults  upon  the  prominent  men  of  our  o\cn  party 
were  the  most  loudly  apjjlauded. 

Late  on  the  night  of  the  second  day  of  the  session  a vote  was  taken,  and 
the  Convention  adjourned  o/er  until  the  next  ixiorning. 


Saturdenj,  Dec.  2. — The  first  thing  done  was  the  annouacernent  of  the 
vote  for  the  nominees  for  Governor,  oji  follows  : 


PL  A.  Wi-^e. 

31,416 

S.  F.  Leake, 

2b, 762 

W^rn.  Smith, 

2.12b 

Alex.  R.  Itoliaday, 

1.236 

J.  A.  Seddon, 

' 2.491 

I'aulkuer, 

2b9 

63,2S9 

Neccssarv  to  a choice  31/) lb. 

bVise  faUing  sho  t of  a mnjoiiiy  22iU 

Some  further  debate  took  place.  I.x-Govenior 

Srnitli  wa*  out  in  nom 

nation  by  blr.  Hiuer,  of  Pendleton,  and  withdrawn.  Finaiiv  another  v,<lm 
was  taken,  and  the  result  was — 
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• Wise,  / V ' ' ■ 

34,031 

Leake, 

' • 28,009 

Seddon,  \ , 

' '973 

Hollada}q 

, 67 

Smith, 

290 

Necessary  to  a choice  31,687. 

63,373 

Majority  for  Wise  2,347. 

And  IMr.  Pfise,  was  declared  to  be  nominated. 

The  result  of  the  second  ballot  was  announced  on  Saturday  afternoon,  and 
in  consequence  of  changes  in  the  vote  of  Halifax  and  Greenbrier,  Zvlr.  AVise 
was  nominated,  getting  a majority  of  :2,347.  A proposition  to  make  it  unan- 
imous failed. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  a candidate  for  the 
office  of  Lieut.  Governor. 

Dr,  C.  R.  Harris  of  Augusta,  A.  G.  Pendleton  of  Giles,  Henry  A.  Ed-  . 
mundson  of  Roanoke,  Elisha  vE.  McComas  of  Kanavrha,  and  Dan’l  H. 
Hoge  of  iMontgoniery,  were  all  put  in  nomination  ; but  all  except  Dr.  Harris 
and  IMr,  Pendleton  were  afterwards  witiidrawn.  After  zealous  and  urgent 
appeals  for  the  candidates,  a vote  was  taken,  and  the  result  rvas- — 


Harris, 

29.126 

Pendleton, 

27,859 

^rcComas, 

1,121 

Edrnundsori, 

2,880 

Hoge, 

D015 

Accessary  to  a choice,  31,002. 

2no  election. 

The  names  of  Dr.  Harris  and  Mr.  Pendleton  were  withdrawn. 

IMr.  iMcCornas  was  again  put  in  nomination,  and  Coi.  W.  H.  Harman  was 
also  nominated.  A spirited  series  of  eulogies  of  the  nominees  ensued,  and 
the  vote  being  taken,  was  announced,  after  a recess,  as  follows: 

McComas,  - 32, 5*20 

Harman,  ‘23,447 

2dr.  1‘dcComas  was  declared  duly  nominated  ; and  on  motion  of  Col.  Har- 
rnan  the  nomination  was  made  unanimous. 

P.  Bocock,  the  then  Attorney  General,  was  re-nominated  by  accla- 
mation. 

Mr.  McComas  being  present  addressed  the  Convention. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  otficlal  career  of  Franklin  Pierce  has  been  marked  bj 
a perfect  observance  of  the  limitiihons  of  the  Constitution  and,  an  entirt 
ffiic-iity  to  the  princij)!es  upon  which  he  came  into  power;  and  therefore  he 
is  entitled  to  the  coniidence  of  the  friends  of  Constitutional  Liberty  in  esm-y 
teetioiiofthe  Confederacy. 

^0  the  result  of  tlie  proceedings  of  the  Convention  was  the  foilowlng 
ticket ; . 

For  Govornor— HLXRY  A.  WISE,  of  Accomac. 

'For  Limit.  Governor — ELISHa  \V.  .MtCOiMAS,  of  Kunawha. 

For  Attorney  General — \VJ LLIS  P.  COCOCK,  of  Richmond. 
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The  ConA^ention  adjourned  sine  die  a little  after  twelve  o’clock  at  night, 
the  Chairman  making  a brief  valedictory  address.  The  closing  scenes  wore 
quite  uproarious,  but  not  acrimonious  as  tliose  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
session  had  been. 


COMMENTS  OF  THE  TRESS  UPON  THE  STAUNTON  NOMINEES. 

d’hose  nominations  did  not  give  general  satisfactioji  to  the  Democratic 
part}- throughout  the  state.  The  principal  objection  was  to  Mr.  "Wi. '6  who 
had  voted  for  the  Whig  nominees  in  1840,  and  been  a very  warm  op- 
j)onent  of  General  Jackson  in  Congress.  Although  iMr.  4Visc  had  been  a 
strict  adherent  to  the  part}^  since  1841.  and  been  honored  as  a public  ser- 
vant by  John  Tyler  and  James  K.  Polk,  and  performed  ehicient  service  on 
various  occa.-sions  ; yet  it  was  the  di=po‘ition  of  manj  not  to  give  him  their 
support.  He  was  held  up  to  the  party  as  an  inconsistent,  self-rvilied,  dan- 
gerous, and  unstable  nmri.  The  Know-Nothings  anected  great  satisfaction  at 
the  result  of  the  Staunton  deliberations.  No  candidate  ever  went  before  the 
people  for  any  oilice  under  more  discouraging  circumstance'’ than  IMr.  Henry 
A. -Wise.  Never  was  a candidate  before  so  little  understood,  or  so  much 
mi.^re])resented  and  slandered;  but  Ave  shall  see  how  galhantly  and  success- 
fully lie  surmounted  these  dithciilties  : 

I’rora  the  (Tockingbam)  Yalley  Democrat. 

Ol'r  Novixees. — In  obedience  to  the  behest  of  the  Democratic  Conven- 
tiuii  hdd  in  Staunton  last  week,  Ave  proudly  tin’ow  our  banner  to  the  bretve, 
insciibed  on  its  ample  folds  the  namies  of  Wise,  IMcGoaias  and  Bocock, 
the  clio^cn  standard-bearers  of  the  Democratic  part}-  in  tlie  coming  gubenia- 
tcrlal  contest. 

We  frankly  ackaowledge  the  nominations  are  not  our  tir.si  choice.  We 
preferred  others,  and  endeavored  to  secure  their  noininolion  in  Convention. 
"We,  however,  were  disappointed  in  our  wi."4ies,  the  mcjorlLV  thinking  the 
above  ticket  Uie  most  acceptable  one  to  be  recommended  to  the  Democracy 
ol  \ iririnia.  "We,  therefore,  surrender  our  predilections  upon  the  altar  ot 
our  partv,  and  shall  use  our  utmost  exertions  to  secure  the  election  of  the 
ticket. 

It  cannot  be  denied  by  any  that  the  ticket  is  composed  of  men  of  tlie 
}i:ghes<.  order  of  intellect.  They  are  men  around  whom  any  party  inay  be 
prom!  to  ndiy.  Our  candidate  for  govm'nor,  Heary  A.  Vv'isc,  the  feartc'^s 
tribune  ot  the  people,  will  sweep  tlie  state  iiko  an  avalanche.  As  an  emi- 
nenl  Southcin  and  fearless  advocate  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  we -couM 
desire  ivj  better  leader.  His  cloriuent  voice  \rill  summon  the  Democracy  to 
trie  coate.st  like  the  red  cross  of  J.iurdock  the  sons  of  Clan-Alpine  to  h'' 
fight.  It  will  arouse  the  latent  energies  of  t'u;  old  and  excite  the  enlhu"^ia-m 
oi  the  young — a l.diazi'  of  euthnslasiie  tire  will  buni  from  every  crag  and  b'-m 
every  cllll’  and  be  retlcctu'd  froiri  the  broad  waters  of  the  t)hio  to  the  bil;o\'. 
t'-cean.  Its  echoes,  like  the  shrill  whi-tle  of  ilhoderick  Dim,  will  arouse  i 
Democracy  from  the  lowlands  and  tlie  highlands,  before  who.-e  resisllc.-.* 
march  the  coritcm[ill!)le  i-;m  of  the  day  and  miserable  truuitreries  of  an  hour 
will  be  scattered  like  autumnal  leaves  before  the  raging  whirlwind. 
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\Ve  deem  It  superfluous  to  speak  of  his  political  character.  In  the  halls 
of  Ici^i.-iatiori  he  has  won  a national  repulation,  and  stands  before  the  country 
us  a hriihaiit  orator  and  accomplished  statesman,  lake  rortia,  his  private 
dKiracter  is  above  reproach..  The  breath  of  suspicion  has  not  even  dared  to 
din;  its  luotre  and  brightness.  . \ , ’ ' . ^ 

Our  candidate  for  Lieutenant  Governor,  E.  W . McCotvias,  is  a young 
man  of  ability  and  of  the  strictest  integrity.  As  a member  of  the  late  Ke~ 
form  Convention  he  distinguished  liimself  as  an  able  and  eloquent  debater, 
and  1‘earless  advocate  of  the  peo[)ie’s  rights.  He  is  eminently  quaiitied  for 
t!)C  positipn,  and  cannot  fail  to  make  an  e.xcellent  presiding  oiiicer  of  the 
Senate.  He  has  borne  the  flag  of  his  country  on  the  burning  plains  of  Mev- 
iv:o,  and  won  the  distinction  of  a brave  and  generous  soldier.  He  vviif  ably 
fustain  the  leader  of  the  Democracy  in  beanng  alot't  the  democratic  banner, 
and  is  entitled  and  should  receive  the  cordial  su[/port  of  the  democratic  party 
of  Virginia.  ' . 

The  name  of  Willis  P.  Bocock,  our  candidate  for  Attorney  General,  is 
familiar  to  the  people  of  Virginia.  He  has  proven  himself  to  be  a sound  and 
able,  lawyer,  pre-eminently  quahfled  for  the  position  to  which  he  has  been 
(devTited.  We  triisL  the  democracy  will  honor  him  again  with  their  confi- 
dence. ' - - 

OuE  candidates,  are  now  in  tlie  held,  and  it  behooves  every  lover  of  demo- 
cratic principles  to  buckle  on  his  armor  and  ofo  forth,  to  battle  against  the. 
hosts  of  Federalism  and  Know-Nothirncism.  The  old  flag  ship  of  democracy 
must  be  kept  on  tlie  old  democratic  platform  of  Jeftbrson  and  Wadison.  If 
the  democracy  do  their  duty  we  doubt  not  the  result.  Wntli  such  chivalric 
spirits  as  Wi'e,  McComas  and  Bocock  a.s  leaders,  the  democratic  party 
jiroudly  go  forth  to  the  battle,  and  challange  our  opponents  to  mar-nhal  their 
forces  under  whatever  flag  tiiey  may  see  proper.  We  care  not  whether  it 
be  under  the  banner  of  Federalism  or  the  contemptible,  drooping  and 
cowardly  oriilamb  of  Know-Nothingism  ; we  shall  meet  them  with  the  same 
pleasure*,  conrident  that  our  gallant  champions  fearlessly  and  gallantly 
bear  tlie  States-Bights  banner  triumphantly  to  victory. 

Democrats  of  the  Tentli  Legion  ! sleep  not  at  your  posts!  If  you  wmuld 
fnlal  the  just  e.xpectations  of  your  party,  and  acquit  yourselves  with  credit, 
you  must  prejiare  for  the  contest.  Let  action,  ACTfOx!  be  your  motto— -plant' 
tlie  standard  of  democracy  upon  every  hill-top  and  in  every  vallev,  end  rally 
beneath  its  broad  fouls,  with  unity  of  leeiing  and  sentiment,  for  Wise, 
McComas  and  Bocock. 

Not  less  emphatic  was  the  eiulorsenaent  of  tlic  Bichmond  Examiner, 
v.'hich  had  most  earnestly,  of  all  tlie  Democratic  journals,  remonstrated 
against  the  nomination  of  Fir.  Wi.=e.  We  extract  its  declaration  of  adhesica 
to  the  Staunton  nominations: 

Frosi  tlw  rdchmond  Examiner  of  December  Stli,  1S54. 

V’’e  should  feel  sorry,  indeed,  it  there  could  be  any  doubt  as  to  the  course 
-e  ami  tliO.-e  who  acted  with  us  at  Staunton  shall  pursue  in  the  canvass  now 
e^'•nmenced.  Vv'e  shall  go  for  the  ticket.  We  have  atte.-tod  the  sinceritvof 
our  preferences  for  men,  o[)enly,  hono-tly  and  sufliciently.  Vfle  have  done 
fo  without  reference  to  the  maxim  which  modern  political  ethics  have  m-ade 

'Cardinal  rule  of  conduct  with  successful  candidates,  i//at  Ihcy  have  f'nen<h 
t>  i-i  .rard  and  rnem/f’S'  lo  pamah  : fi>r  we  went  to  Staunton  under  the  ronvic- 
b ui  tli-iL  '.ve  .sliouid  uot  be  able  t..,  overcome  the  vote  by  which  our  preferences 
'••■‘re  defeated.  The  question  between  men  has  been  decided  against  us  by 
*■*  g'flar  and  authoritative  adjudication.  Tlie  only  question  now  I.s  between 
Lae  ticket  of  the  Bc[)ublican  party  of  Virginia  and  that  of  the  opposition  Xo 
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it,  of  wliatover  hue,  form  arid  sCreed.  There  is  but  one  ho'norable  cliolce ; 
and,  whether  the  opposition  comes  from  the  bosom  of  the  Democratic  paity 
itseif,  or  the  dark  caverns  of  secret  conspiracy,  or  the  veteran,  scarred  ranks 
of  the  ancient,  open,  declared  Wing  adversary,  or  from  all  quarters  com- 
bined, v:c  .-hall  defeml  the  Staunton  nominations.  , 

We  have  no  fulsome  eulogy  for  the  distln£:iiislied  nominees.  We  are 
-more  skilled  in  the  language  of  censure  than  of  la.udaiion,  Panegyiic  is  not 
our  for(e,  nor  man*wor:;hip  our  besetting  sin.  ]5ut  we  will  say,  that  Mr. 
Wise  is  eminently  worthy  of  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  Virginia 
people.  His  brilliant  qualities  as  a man  will  reflect  lustre  upon  the  office  for 
which  lie  is ' recommended.  He  is  a man  to  whom  yve  have  ne  ver  felt  but 
one  objection  personally,  and  that  was,  that  though  as  sound  in  politics  novr 
as  the  strictest  Republican  of  the  Virginia  school,  his  career  had  been  incon-. 
sistent  and  his  record  contradictory  in  a manner  and  to  a degree  which  ren- 
dered it  diificult  for  the  party  speakers  and  writers  in  ibis  canvass  to  defend 
him,  according  to  the  old  mode  of  party  reasoning.  We  have  said  this  fre- 
quently, and  we  do  not  mean  to  unsay  it  in  the  canvass  at  hand.  But  of  nil 
edaims  to  public  office,  those  of  the  mere  party  men  are  the  flimsiest  and 
ino-.t  wretched.  Consistency,  in  the  mere  party  sense — that  of  having  voted 
the  party  ticket  blind,  on  all  occasions,  wriglit  or  vrrong,  through  thick  and 
thin — that  of  having  sworn  and  argued  that  a measure  was  right  whenever  it 
was  endorsed  by  party,  and  wrong  whenever  not — consistency  of  this  base, 
clieap,  description,  is  anything  but  “a  jewel.”  The  man  who  is  ever  faith- 
ful to  ills  own  convictions,  scorning  to  submit  his  judgment  to  the  behests 
either  of  party  or  of  any  other  infuence-  but  his  own  conscience,  is  a true 
man.  and  is  very  apt  to  be  fit  recipient  of  public  trust.  The  man  who  holds 
no  f^’pinioM  of  his  own,  and  who  boasts  to  have  never  difiered  from  his  party 
in  any  act  or  thought  of  his  life,  is  more  apt  to  be  a demagogue  than  a states- 
man. True  consistency  lies  in  fidelity  to  one’s  convictions  of  duty,  however 
changing;  and  he  is  the  safe  politician  who  boldly  avows  and  bravely  adheres 
to  those  convictions  under  ail  circumstances.  It  is  remarked  that  all  the  really 
great  women  the  world  has  produced  have  held  T)ccu[iar  notions  on  the  point 
of  virtue.  It  is  certain  that  the  greatest  statesmen  of  our  country  have  been 
distincrui'-hed  for  their  political  incon.-istency.  Even  Jefferson  himself  repu- 
diated in  tlie  writings  from  fMonticello  the  anti-slavery  principles  to  which 
tlie  [ "ime  of  his  life  had  been  devoted.  Jackson  went  into  the  executive 
cilice  advocating  some  of  the  worst  measures  of  ttie  Federalists,  proclaimed 
during  his  administration  the  rrmwt  alarming  and  arrogant  Federal  dogmas, 
and  yet  laid  down  the  reins  of  government  with  the  merited  reputation  of  a 
In  ro  and  champion  of  state  rights.  Calhoun,  the  honest  politician,  the  Cato 
of  hi's  day,  may  be  quoted  on  both  sides  of  almost  every  great  measure  of 
public  policy.  Honesty,  fidelity,  capacity — the  Jeffersonian  tests — these,  at 
hi:1,  are  the  true  qualifications  for  ofilce.  Consistency,  in  the  vulgar  acu'en- 
ta‘u)n,  I.K'longs  oftener  to  the  demagogue  and  ignoramus  than  to  the  honest 
poIiticH.n  and  ;he  capable  statesman.  Those  high  pcr>orial  qualities  which 
rm  ike  us  love,  admire,  and  trust  in  men,  belong  oftener  to  the  rasli,  impul- 
sive and  brave,  than  to  the  cautious,  ealculatinc’,  and  consist'uit.”  If  you 
jud,re  .Mr.  U in^  by  the  acts  of  Ids  life,  we  admit  that,  in  our  opinion,  le'^  hai 
few  claims  to  consistency.  But  if  you  judge  him  by  the  imimlscs  of  hi* 
natime,  aiid  the  tide'lty  and  chivalric  brayery  of  bis  adherence  to  them,  the 
verdict  In  Id-  favor  em])hati('  and  beyond  (jnestion. 

The  |)oldi('al  hiuizoa  is  filled  with  admonitions  of  trouble.  The  recent 
elections  at  the  north,  reveal  a state  of  fieelmg  very  portentious  to  the.  sontli. 
'We^arc  upon  the  eve  of  times  wiiich  will  try  men’s  souls.  Let  us  have*  a 
tried,  brave,  true  southern  man  in  the  execute e office  of  Virginia.  Ai  a 
time  like  this,  let  us  look  to  the  rnelai  of  our  men,  rather  than  to  Iluir 
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“records.”  The  Democracy  of  Virginia  have  declared  at  Staunton  that 
they  care  not  for  political  arttecedents  or  parti.san  ejiimosities,  twenty  years 
gone  by,' in  the  presence  of  the  danger  now  threatening  the  southi  They 
have  resolved  that  old  and  obsolete  diilerences,  sucli  as  used -to  divide  them 
from  their  political  opponerits  at  home,  are  not  to  be  retnembered  against  the 
true  southern  man  in  a contest  upon  that  issue  t^ove  all  other  issues — north- 
ern aggression  against  southern  rights."  32085 

/i'here  is  significance  in  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Wise.  ■ The'- Democracy  of 
of 'Virginia  have  resolved,  in  disregard  of  past  domestic  animosities  and  old 
ditferences  of  opinion,  to  manifest  thoir  stern,  uncompromising  temper  on  the 
Eectional  issue  by  the  man  they  mean  to  place  at  the  head  of  atiairs.  When 
we  make  Henry  A.  Wise  governor  of  Virginia,  the  north'wiii  know  what  we 
mean.  • 

hlr.  VlcComas  is  comparatively  a young  man;  but  has  already  distin- 
gui-hed  hirnseif  by  valuable  public  service.  He  has  fought  gallantly  and 
>von  enviable  laurels  upon  the  field  of  battle.  He  was  a member  of  the  Re- 
form Convention  of  1850-5 1 ; and  served  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  He  has  always  been  a,  zealous  advocate  of 
tlie  doctrines  of  State  and.  since  he  was  entitled  to  a vote,  has  been 

an  active,  etricient  and  consistent  Democrat. 

Mr.  Bocock  has  already  passed  the  ordeal  of  the  polls ; and  has  proved 
an  industrious,  faithful  and  eminently  ahOe  ofneer.  The  testimony  to  his 
etriciency,  capacity  and  indu-try  in  the  oliice  cf  Attorney  General,  is  unqual- 
ified and  conciu-ive,  and  is  alike  creditable  to  himself  and  to  the  party  which 
conferred  the  otlice  upon  bim.  . 

The  reasons  in  favor  of  rrdlying  to  this  ticket  are  conclusive;  and  we  in- 
voke all  the  Dernorracy  of  Virginia  to  a zealou«  and  active  support  of  it. 
We  repeat  our  sincere  and  candid  opinions:  The  party  v/ill  do  its  duty  :• — 
There  is  no  danger  of  defeat. 


. CONFIDENCE  OF'tHE  OPPOSITION.  g ’ 

- The  opposition,  'were  so  confident  that  the  Staunton  stale  ticket  had  produced 
schism  and  discord  in  the  Dem.ocratic  ranks,  that  the  Richmond  Whig  made 
bold  to  forewarn  the  Democracy  of  their  com.ing  fate,  in  the  following 
language : ■ 

“The  indications  cf  public  sentiment  throughout  the  country,  as  far  we 
can  gather  it,  from  the  tone  of  the  Wliig  and  Democratic  press,  and  from 
our  private  correspondence,  foresh-adow  a gloomy  pro-pect  for  the  nominees 
of  the  Staunton  Convention.  In  the  Whig  j'anks  tiiere  is  union  of  senti- 
rrient,  harmony  of  action,  and  resolution  of  j)urpose ; in  the.  Democratic 
ranks  there  is  discord,  appreliension,  and  a general  and  growing  mistrust. 
* * - We  can  assure  our  neighbor  that  the  great  M'hig  party  is  vital  in 

its  existence — firmly  united — and  fullv  pre[)ared  for  a succe.'sful  campaign. 
At  the  proper  time,  atul  in  due  torm.  and  with  united  forces,  it  will  unfuM  its 
banner,  and  we  fear  nothing  for  its  success/’ 

As  soon  as  it  was  known  in  other  parts  of  the  Union  that  the  Demonaev 
of  \ irginia  were  ready  forth,'--  conflict,  witli  the  hitherto  invincible  Knrnv- 
Notliings,  all  eyes  were  turri(m  upon  the  state.  It  was  well  known  that  the 
Democracy  had  to  contend  with  a formidable,  wily  and  insidious  enemy, 
fiu.shed  with  victory.  The  Democratic  party  felt  its  danger  and  the  respon- 
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sibility  of  its  position.  Their  brethren  of  the  Foiithcrn  states  felt  a deep 
anxiety, for  the  success  of  the  Democracy  of  a slate  tlial  had  alvvays  icpu- 
dialed  and  witlistood  Federalism  in  all  its  Frolean  characters.  The  Wash- 
ington Sentinel  contained  tlie  following  article  counseling  the  party  against 
, the  snares  of  the  enemy,  the  boasts  of  tiie  nev/  part}”,  and  calling  upon  Vir- 
ginia to  j)reserve  her  escutcheon  untarnished  : 

Tfin  Virginia  Elections. — The  state  of  Virginia  is  regai'dcd  at  this  time 
v.Itli  TTcat  interest  by  all  parties.  In  a few  months  elections  for  state  offi- 
cers and  members  of  Congress  will  be  held,  and  mere  than  ordinary  prepa- 
rations are  now  being  made  for  the  opening  canvass,  d'he  ancient  renown 
of  that  venerable  commonwealth,  her  imdeviating  consistency,  and  her  poli- 
tical influence,  attract  to  her  a large  share  of  public  attention. 

Thoroughly  and  consistently  Democratic,  as  she  has  ever  been,  the  Demo- 
crats are  naturally  sohcitoiis  that  she  should  maintain-that  character.  'When 
other  states  have  faltered  and  fallen,  she  has  been  true  and  unOinching,  and 
hence  it  wouid  be  a signal  trlumpdi  for  the  cppo.-diion  if  they  could  gain  iier. 
To  that  triumph  they  proudly  and  amldtiously  aspire.  Already  they  begin 
to  boast.  Months  in  advance  of  the  election,  here  in  \Vashin2t0n,  they  be- 
gin to  claim  the  victory.  They  Jiave  roils,  lists  and  records,  in  imagination 
they  iiave  elected  tljeir  governor  and  stricken  down  several  Democrolic 
members  of  Congress.  They  give  the  fgures  with  great  precision,  and 
boldlv  aver,  tlial  all  arrangements  to  secure  their  success  have  been  com- 
pletely consummated.  • 

U is  meet  that  the  free  citizens  of  Virginia  should  know  that  grand  coun- 
cils have  gravely  assembled  to  decide  lor  whom  they  shall  vote,  and  that 
in^lI■uctiGns  have  been  issued  which  they  are  imperiously  required  to  obey. 
Trie  time  was  when  they  owed  allegiance  to  their  state.  That  time  has 
])as^ed.  The  time  was,  when  they  announced  tiieir  opinions  and  their  pur- 
iio-iw  in  the  open  streets  and  in  the  public  iiighways.  That  time,  too,  ban 
pa.-'cd.  Tlio^e  mysterious  men  who  sprung  up  from  the  gutters  of  New 
York  and  commenced  their  remarkable  career  by  carrying  city  elections, 
have  swept  with  a success  almost  unparalleled  the  abolitionized  state  of 
MaSiiichu.'Ctts,  where  Democrats  were  odious,  and  even  Free  Soil  Whigs 
were  wandng  in  rankness — ^liese  rnyslerious  men  have  taken  the  good  old 
state  of  Virginia  under  their  especial  euardianship.  In  the  secret  lodves — • 
at  the  midnight  conclaves,  in  Boston  and  in  New  York,  in  Chicago  and  Syra- 
cuse, they  pray  and  they  weei)  over  the  proud  old  commonwerdih.  I hcy* 
have  vowed  to  win  her,  and  no  effort  will  be  spared  to  execute  tiiat  vow. 
We  are  told  that  here  in  Washioirton  plans  have  been  consummated  by 
which  tlie  fate  of  Democracy  in  Virginia  is  sealed!  Of  course  we  attach 
no  irnjtortance  to  the  information.  It  is  but  tlie  boast  that  is  designed  to  dis- 
co ur  a .;e  Democrats  and  encourage  the  opposition. 

The  opposition!  VvTrat  is  it?  It  is  not  that  old  and  res})cctable  and 
nvowed  Wliig  opposition  that  we  weic  wont  to  encounter,  with  Bank.  Tariff 
and  Di-trihui!i'u  inscribed  on  it-<  banners.  It  is  not  tliat  oppositio.n  that  Clay  led 
and  Web-ter  battled  for.  It  is  a fusion,  an  amalgatioa  of  For  the 

first  time  tu>!on  is  propo-ed  in  Virginia.  For  the  first  time  an  isrn  has 
dared  to  mar  it<  crest  in  that  ancient  Dominion. 

I'hose  who  join  tliis  opposition  y ill  not  do  as  our  opponents  of  the  olden 
time  w^re  accu.-tomed  to  do.  v :li  not  stand  up  and  declare  tiieir  sen- 

timents like  freemen.  IVhen  these  men  meet  in  tiur  open  streets  and  the 
public  highways,  they  will  yive  mysterious  <^ignals — that  none  but  the  initi- 
ated can  understand.  They  dure  not  talk  out  like  honest  men. 

Has  the  Old  Dominion  fallen  so  low  that  her  sons  are  afraid  to  proclaim 
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(heir  senfinients?  Are  fho?e  who  are  wont  to  ln^erchan^ye  their  opinions  on 
public  atPairs,  wlien  they  met  at  court  greens,  at  couiAit  stores,  or  at  cross 
roads,  struck  dumb  b3’  a secret  and  a despotic  association  that  had  its  origin, 
in  a distant  state,  wnth  diilerent  institutions:  We  devoutiy  pray  ttiai  no 

such  degeneracy  will  cui’se  tiiat.  good  old  slate,  whose  greatest  tault  lias  been 
(hat  she  uttered  her  sentiments  too  boldly.  - 

Yet,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  opposition  to  Dejnocracy.  in  Vir- 
ginia, lias  resolved  ilselT  into  this  mysterious  organization.  Most  of 
those  who  were  Yv'higs,  are  Whigs  no  longer.  "Without  pretending 
to  bo  convinced  of  the  imsoundnoss  -of  their  principles,  they  have 
renounced  those  principles,  and  gone  over  to  a party  that  professes  its 
wiiiingness  to  support  either  a Tiank  or  an  anti-Bank,  a TaTllF  or  anli-Taritr, 
a Distribution  or  an  anti-Distribution  man.  Indeed,  allhougli  nearly  the 
whole  of  those  who  belong  to  this  opposition  to  the  Democrar'y  of  Virginia 
are  V/higs,  they  declare,  privately  and  pu!)!icly,  that  they  would  rather  sup- 
jiort  Democratic  than  Whig  candidates.  Two  contradictions  are  involved  in 
this  declaration.  First,  that  being  Whigs,  they  should  prefer  Deinocrais  ; 
an<l;  secondly,  that,  prefering  Democrat‘s,  they  should  oppose  the  regular 
Democratic  nominees.  This  contradiction,  or  rather  these  contradictions, 
are  explained  in  this  way  : They  want  to  get  disappointed  and  di-afiected 
Democrats  to  run  against  the  regular  nominees,  in  order  to  relieve  them- 
selves of  the  odium  of  being  a Whig  organization,  and  in  order  to  entice 
Democrats  into  that  organization. 

But  we  are  happy  to  say  that  the  better  sort  of  Y/higs- — those  who  scorn 
impure  alliances,  those  who  love  open  honesty  and  manly  independence,  and 
who  will  not  agree  to  be  controlled  by  a secret  society  tluit  sprang  up  outside 
of  Wrglnia  and  in  an  anti-slavery  st.ate,  wil!  not  act  in  conjunction  with  this 
opposition.  Tiiey  will  do  as  m,any  of  the  strongest  Whigs  of  Illinois  did  in 
the  recent  eieclion  in  fiiat  state.  They  will  vole  for  the  Democratic  candi- 
dates. if  they  are  tbreed  to  rpuit  their  party,  they  will  rather  vote  witli  an 
open,  a manly,  and  an  honest  party,  tlian  with  a secret  and  a mysterious 
order  that  has  disbanded  and  scattered  them.  A.  state  rights  "Whig  is  more 
a Democrat  than  a Know-Xothing. 


THE  CRY  OF  DISAFFECTIOX. 

A report  avas  industnouslr  circulated  tliroughout  the  state  that  many  of 
the  most  prominent  men  of  the  party  v:ere  not  only  dissati.-fied  with  rhe 
Staunton  ticket,  but  would  not  give  it  tlieir  su['port.  Tliis  had  not  only  a 
great  tendency  to  dissatisfy  a large  portion  of  the  masses,  but  almost  threat- 
ened a rupture,  the  very  object  aimed  at  by  the  Know-Nothing  pariy. 
The  report  was  false.  It  was  true  that  there  were  some  dissatisfied  individ- 
uals who  had  had  the  confidence  of  the  Democratic  parly;  hut  the.-e  were,  for 
the  most  part,  or  had  been  regarded,  to  use  a popidar  term,  as  i'lslyv.”  F was 
these  persons,  claiming  )iornir.ence  and  position  in  the  party,  and  considering 
thedr  ciaims  for  oilice  ar  .1  honor  o'rerlookc  d,  that  exhiiiited  these  disloyal  pro- 
chvitios.  But  the  re])or:  W‘as  wholly  untrue  in  npgard  to  ihe  sound  m«  nmo.rs  rf 
the  party.  The  Charlottesville  Jeffersonian  disposed  in  the  following  very 
effectual  manner  of  the  report  in  regard  to  several  prominent  and  inilucritia^ 
men: 
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, . , , Froro  the  Charlottesville  Jeffersonian.  ' • 

One  of  the  many  means  resorted  to  by  the  Whigs,  in  order  to  produce 
disaffection  in  the  Democratic  party  towards  their  nominees,  is  the  state- 
ment which  has  been  going  the  rounds  uf  tliC  opposition  }»ress.  to  the  effect 
that  five  of  the  Democratic  members  of  Cong]'C>s  fi'om  \drginia,  (viz  :) 

' JMessrs.  Bayly,  Letcher,  McMullen,  Smith  and  Powell,  would  not  sustain 
tlie  nomination  of  Mr.  Wise.  Now,  for  the  satisfaction  of  our  Democratic 
friends,  we  are  authorized  to  state  upon  authentic  information,  that  this  ru- 
' iTior  is  a sheer  fabrication  of  llie  enemies  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  tliat 
all  the  above  named  gentlemen,  together  with  the  entire  Yirgirda  delegation 
in  Congress,  will  sup]Jort  Mr.  Vv'ise  and  the  rest  of  the  ticket.  We  were 
assured  by  iMr.  Poweli  himself,  in  a personal  interview' with  him,  that  the 
entire  .ticket  would  receive  his  support,  I’he  friends  of  ilr.  Leake  should 
not  permit  any  such  inilucnces  to  induce  tliern  to  withliold  their  support  from 
the  nominee  of  our  party.  We  have  been  assured  by  Mr.  Leake  himself, 
that  he,  too,  would  give  a zealous  support  to  the  nomination  of  IMr.  Wise, 
and  he  2/rges-  that  all  of  his  friends  slujrdd  do  likewise  ; since,  in  refusing  to 
support  IMr.  Wise,  thej;  may  lose  everything,  and  cannot  by  possibility  gain 
anything.  They  may  not  onij'  lo.''o  tlm  governor,  but  also  their  delegates  to 
the  Legislature,  and  their  representative.^  in  Congress.  Issues  of  momen- 
tous importance  de])emi  upon  the  triumph  of  the  Democracy  in  the  approach- 
ing election.  The  New  York  Herald  and  its  co-adjutors  boast  that  they 
have  for  the  present  prostrated  tlic  administration  party  in  the  North,  and 
ffhey  urge  upon  their  friends  in  Virginia  by  all  means  to  defeat  olr.  W ise,  or 
they  regard  his  election  as  a te>t  of  the  strength  of  the  administration, 
and  of  Democratic  States  Piglits  principles  m Virginia.  Tltey  regard 
IMr.  Wise  as  a champion  of  t'ne  admini.ffration  in  its  support  of  the 
constitutional  gitarantees  of  the  South.  d hey  knccvv,  moreover,  that  his 
election  would  cru>h  out  Nnow-Nothingi^m  in  this  seVtion  of  the  Union,  and 
. would  present  an  imnas-able  barrier  to  the  progress  of  that  fusion  which  in 
the  North  has  resulted  in  the  e!(M.'tion  of  a majority  of  anti-Nebraska  and 
, anti-Fugitive  Slave  Law  men  to  Congress.  Hence  their  anxiety  to  have 
him  defeated.  As  we  intimated  al>ove,  in  the  a|;proachlng  election,  not 
only  the  supremacy  of  the  Democratic  party  in  the  executive  department  of 
our  state  government,  hut  the  p')Iit!C;!i  complexion  of  the  neext  Legislature, 
and  of  the  Virginia  representation  in  both  Ilouses  of  Congress  are  involved. 
Upon  the  next  Legislature  \dli  devolve  the  duty  of  electing  two  United 
States  Senators,  in  the  place  of  IM-v-srs.  Mason  and  Hunter,  whose  terms 
wilt  soon  expire.  We,  tlierelore.  rcg.vd  the  succe.-s  of  our  countv  delega- 
tions, and. of  our  camhviates  ff.>r  Cofigress,  snd  tiie  conseouent  a.^cer.dancv  of 
the  Democracy  of  Virginia  in  both  braru  hes  of  the  National  Legi.-lature,  as 
of  paramount  importance.  For  it  i.s  evidtaU  already,  that  anotlier  great  bat- 
tle nuu-'t  be  fouglU  on  the  ffoor  of  rong;-^,..,  with  the  r.nti-Nebr;w]:a,  Know- 
Nothing  Ftl^ioni^ts  or’  tlic  Nortli,  who,  'to;  said,  have  now  a rnaioritv  in  the 
Hou>e  of  Reru’csentatives.  We  w<)ui(i  entreat  our  friends,  then,  for  the  sake 
of  the  success  of  our  county  delegati(m.;,  and  nf  our  faithful  and  sterling 
representative  in  Congre.-s,  Hon.  bauiu.-.  ]’r>well,  if  from  no  other  considera- 
tion, to  come  up  unitedly  to  the  .-upj"=or'  ot'  the  nominees  of  the  party,  and 
present  an  unbroken  phalanx,  as  in  {iay:^  pa=t,  to  the  common  enernie.s  of 
Democracy. 
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HR.  WISE  OPENS.  THE  CANYASS—IITS  ANTECEDENTS. 

The  Hon.  Henry  xV.  Wise,  after  publishing  a list  of  appointments,  opened 
the  canvass  at  Asliland  Hall,  Norfolk  city,  January  the  5th,  1855,  in  the 
manner  thus  described  ty^  the  9 newspaper  of  that  city; 

The  campaign  was  commenced  on  Vdednesday  evening  at  Ashland  Hall 
bv  our  gallant  ami  glorious  nominee  for  Governor,  in  an  address  to  a most 
crowded  audience.  The  room  was  filled  to  ovcrtlowing  by  the  most. eager 
listeners,  whom  the  eloquence  of  his  words  held  strictly  attentive  for  over 
two  hours.  The  address  was  his  own — such  as  ho  alone  can  deliver — forci- 
ble, well  arranged,  argumeritalive  ; abounding  in  the  most  bitter  sarcasm 
and  the  most  soothing  appeals.  It  was  one  of  his  noblest  elForts.  Of  its 
clTect,  we  can  say,  as  our  neighbor  of  tlie  A cicsq  that  “ vre' can  only  judge 
by  the  strict  order  maintained,  the  earnest  attention  with  which  it  W'as 
heard,  and  the  frequent  burst.s- of  applause  that  followed  his  telling,  sabre- 
like llasries  of  eloquence.’'  His  words  were  as  tire  that  ran,”  and  thrilled 
the  whole  audience. 

He  revie'ved  briedy  and  lucidly  his  opinions  on  those  principles  upheld 
by  the  Democratic  party  for  government,  both  federal  and  state — the 
great  fundamentals  of  all  republican  institutions,  and  the  safety  of  our  own 
glorious  Union.  He,  in  every  way,  surrounded  himself  by  arguments  and 
illustrations  that  were  unaimwerable  ; and  wdien  he  burst  forth  upon  the 
principles  that  underlie  the  Knovr-N’othing  question,  he  portrayed  tiie  real 
views  of  this  secret  organizat’.on  ; the  fallacy  of  its  positions;  its  proscrip- 
tion on  account  of  religion;  and  exposed  fully  the  dangers  that  were  to  fol- 
low from  the  success  of  a secret  political  party.  His  views  were  such  as 
to  rended  coacluslve  to  the  mind  of  any  man  as  to  W'hich  side  he  'ilioiiUi 
take  in  thi-  new  sect — that  of  openly  expressing  whatever  touches  on  po- 
litical questions.  It  would  be  useless  in  u-  to  attempt  to  give  even  a 
nop-is  of  his  speech.  His  manner  is  so  oiuginal,  his  style  so  peculiarly  his 
owm,  and  the  force  of  his  remarks  such,  that  in  attempting  to  give  tliem  i.n 
synopsis  bjy  our  owm  words,  Vvould  be  futile  and  weak.  We  may  recur 
again  to  this  subject.  One  must  hear  Mr.  lUise  for  himself.  With  us  it  is 
as  with  Job — our  language  must  be,  IVhom  I shall  see  [and  hear]  for 
my.'^elf,  and  not  for  another.” 

As  soon  as  IMr.  IVise  thus  sounded  the  note  of  battle,  the  Know-Nothing 
and  Whig  press  commenced  an  examination  of  his  political  antecedents. 
I'heir  ‘great  etfort  was  to  prove  that  he  had  been  an  active  Whig  in  the 
vigor  of  bis  life,  had  been  an  acknowdedged'  and  most  distinguished  leader 
of  that  organization,  and  that  he  now  procla-mcd  tlrat  he  had  ‘‘ no  recar.- 
tations  to  make.”  Never  was  trie  political  hi'tory  of  any  man  .-o  little  undei- 
stood  by  the  masses  as  that  of  Henry  A.  Wise,  during  the  late  canvass  in 
k irglnia.  "We  will  iiere  introduce  Mr.  IVise’s  own  explanation  as  appeared 
in  the  Richmond  Enanirer,  April  M,  1813.  This  explanation  is  satisfactowr 
to  every  unprejudiced  mind,  and  did  much  to  allay  the  prejudices  of  tliij 
"old  line  Democracy”  against  him: 
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MR.,  WISE  K‘7  1843/  . ^ ^ 

To  ike  EiUior  of  ihe  Enquirer  : 

' ' Northumberland,  April  4,  1S43. 

Dear  vSir  : — Ye.'tprday  was  a great  day  in  old  .Yorthiur.t-eriand.  Mr. 
was  hnny  and  the  high  character  he  brought  with  iiirn,  acquired  in  Congress, 
ami  from  the  hustings,  drew  out  an  unusually  large  concourse  of  persons, 
I had  often  heard  of  his  powers  before  trie  people  ; but  his  eiforts  on  this 
ocea'-ion  exceeded  my  mo>t  extravagant  calculations.  He  enchained  the 
'aUc-ntion  of  his  audience  for  about  four  liours,  in  a speech  characierisech for 
abilitv,.  eloquence,  and  the  most  withering  sarcasm,  lie  commenced  bv  giv- 
ing ns  a hir'tory  of  In’s  political  career,  begun  about  ten  vears  ago  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  and"*  showed,  conclusively,  that  so  far  o.s  tlje 
great  principles  which  at  pre^-ent  agitate  the  coiuitry,  the  ICank,  the  Tariif, 
internal  Improvement,  ])i-Rribution.  and  Abolition  are  concerned,  he  has  not 
changed  one  jot  or  tittle.  The  evidence  he  adduced  was  irresistible.  No 
candid  aiid  unprejudiced  miud  could  h.ave  listened  to  him  and  not  been  con- 
vlnced.  lie  stated,  (what  I have  no  doubt,  vras  the  fact.)  that  John  Tyler 
W'as  nominated  at  Ilarri.'burg,  , because  of  his  States  Rights  Republicaa 
'Whig  pri:: '.'iplcs,  and  tliat  there  was  in  that  Convention  a un.ioii  of  National 
Kepubiicans  and  States  Rights  dYhigs,  for  a common  object,  (with  the  un- 
dcr.-tanding  tfiat  the  states  right.s  • doctrine.®!  were  to  be  carried  out,  if  they 
f ucceeded.'')  and  ihn.f  ohject,  tiie  defeat  of  'Mr.  Van  Buren,  to  v/hose  re-elec- 
tion Mr.  Wise  was  tl.eii  oppo.-ed — tiiat  this  same  republican  portion  af  the 
Whig  p:irty  w^m  that  fragment  of  tlie  old  Jackson  party  that  had  gone  off  under 
tim  white  ibig  of  ’3d — that  as  soon  would  oil  and  water  unite,  as  the  principles 
of  tiie  (.Id  Hamiltonian  federal  party,  and  those  of  tlie  republican  states 
i-igitf-'  portion  of  the  Yfhig  party  of  1340 — and  that,  upon  their  ascendoncy 
to  [i.wver,  shovdd  they,  (the  federal  portion  of  the  Whig'  party  of  IS  10,)  at- 
tern[jt  to  carry  out  the  Icderai  doctrine.?,  the  states  rights  portion,  who  had 
no  synipai’iy  for  them  in  principle,  would  rebel — and  that  tlie  party  common 
of  THO,  rnuM  be  dissolved  into  its  original  elements.  This,  (Mr.  W'ise  de- 
mou'tn.ted.  as  with  a pencil  of  liglit,  was  the  relative  position  of  the  repub- 
licasi  a.nd  federal  wing  of  the  great  W'hig  army,  when  General  Harrison 
c line  into  power.  In  relation  to  his  Hanover  letter,  to  w hich  allu-ion,  in 
?ome  way  l>y  speech,  sign,  or  manner,  was  made,  he  explicitly  said,  before 
ii ' evt'r  pledged  hi.s  support  in  any  form  to  Mr.  Clay,  he  obtained  a distinct 
avowal  of  his  sentiments,  and  a jiledge  in  regard  to  five  cnrdwn!  poinfs. 
Said  lie,  “ Mr.  Clay,  we  differ  wndely  upon  fundamental  principles,  w hich 
must  ever  be  a gulf  between  us,  unless  relinquished  by  you.  How  do  you 
.sund  on  the  subject  of  a bank  Virginia  is  opposed  to  one.”  “ M’hy,  my 
doar  .-dr.”  I’eplied  Mr.  Clay,  “ this  is  a subject,  which,  whatever  may  be  my 
thi-'.irlical  views,  the  public  mind  is  not  now  ripe  for,  and  I am  perfeedy 
wdling  to  Gave  it  to  -the  arldtrament  of  public  oriinicn.”  •*  But,  Jlr.  Clay, 
on  t.he  s!ibject  of  the  Tariff,  you  are  looked  upon  as  tfie  lather  of  tl  i.s 
sy.stcm,  and  you  are  so  W'edded  to  it,  you  could  hardly  be  tempted  to  give  it 
up.  1 am  uncom{>romisingiy  opposed  to  it.”  “Why,”  said  Mr,  Clay,  “all 
I wanted  m ilic  rlr^t  instancig  w'as  t(.)  give  a stiirudu-!  to  the  manufacturing 
interests  of  tiie  country.  Tiiat  is  already  done.  I arn  periectiy  w illing  to 
abide  by  the  comproinise  act — liovvever  much  we  differ  upon  the  subjeci, 
theoretically,  practicrdly.  we  wiM  fm t(>getlier,”  “ But  then,  IMr.  Clay  on  tlic 
f'Ubject  of  internal  improvem.ent,  hov;  are  your”  “dTiiy,  mv  deur  sir,  all 
I V,  i.'hed  vra.s  t(.)  encourage  a spirit  of  iinj)rovement  among  th.e  stales,  and 
thi.s  has  been  carried  already  too  far  by  the  states  themsehes.”  ‘Raton 
the  subject  of  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  DIalrict,  iMr.  Clay,  you  adiint  the 
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powc^r  of  Congress  to  act  upon  the  suhjoch  upon  the  principle  of  ‘exchislvo 
le.n‘'iation,’ ” IMy  dear  sir,”  rejoined  Mr.  Clay,  “ wnile  these  ore  ;ny 
opinions  conscieniiou>;]y  formed,  I am  a son  of  Virginia,  and  a slaveholder 
of  Kentucky,  and  I V.-ould  sulfer  the  tortures  of  the  inquii-ition,  before  I 
would  sign  a hill  having  for  it-  object  the  abulilion  of  slavery  in  the  District, 
or  in  an}'  manner  give  countenance  to  the  subject.”  Now,  by  these  pro- 
fessions and  tests,  how  wide  were  I^.Ir.  Clay  and  Mr.  IVise,  p/Y/c//rr///y  apart  ? 
and  had  not  Mr.  Wise  every  reason  to  suppose  that  I\Ir.  Clay,  as  a gcntle- 
i7um,  would  literally  fulfil  these  pledges  ? Let  those  who  are  holding  up 
this  Hanover  letter  in  judgment  again-tt  :Mr.  dVise;  take  it  in  connection 
with  these  pledges  of  ?>ir.  Clay,  and  Mr.  Clay’s  own  Hanover  speech,  and 
they  are  welcome  to  all  the  advantage  they  can  derive.  * Mr.' Wise  admitted 
he  had  undergone  m.cre  changes  with  respect  to  ?dr.  Clay,  as  a man,  tlian 
he  had  ever  done  towards  any  one  in  Ins  life — that  lie  voent  to  Congress  the 
first  lime  with  strong  prejudices  and  no  very  kind  feelings  towards  him — 
that  it  veas  a. long  time  before  he  hac!  an  introduclion  to  him — and  that  when 
political  co-operation  brought  th.em  together,  lie  felt  the  fascination  and 
povrer  of  the  charmer.  Now,  IMr.- Wise  says,  for  reasons  which  he  as>igned, 
and  wliieh  are  perfccfly  sati-facrory  to  every  unprejudiced  and  honest  mind, 
he  has  no  opinion  of  riciiry  Clay,  either  as  a jjolilician  or  as  a ?nan.  Ha 
has  forfeited  his  respect  forever  as  to  both.  • ■. 

But  to  return  to  the  canvass  of  ISiO,  and  the  events  vrliich  have  suc- 
ceeded, In  lS-10,  pending  the  contest  of  that  memorabie  campaign,  wh.ilst 
I\ir,  Clay  was  looking  forward  to  succeed  General  Harrison,  and  to  be  -'‘the 
power  behind  t!;e  throne,  greater  than  the  throne  itself.” — in  his  admini.'tra- 
tion,  he  was  the  enthrmiastic  admirer  of  Mr.  Vvh'se,  never  meeting  him  after 
a separation,  however  ‘'hort,  but  with  the  utmost  eordialliy  and  kindness. 
After  the  election,  and  Virginia  had  gone  against  General  Harrison,  v.'hat  was 
his  manner  on  meeting  IMr,  Wise  in  Wa-<hington  Cordial  as  before.^  No, 
says  Mr.  IVise,  but  with  the  cold  salutation:  “How  do  you  do,  sir.^  I con- 
gratulate m\>elf  that  Virginia  has  gone  for  Mr.  Van  Buren  ; we  \vill  no 
longer  be  emharra-sed  by  her  peculiar  opinions.”  Well  may  this  expie^^-ion 
have  struck  Mr.  Wise  vrith  amazement.  The  cloven  foot  was  shown — the 
policy  of  the  Federal  IVhigs  was  developed  by  tlieir  leader.  “No  longer 
e.mharrassed  by  her  peculiar  opinions,”  by  which  he  intended  contempt  and 
derision  of  “ Virginia  abstractions,”  cr  of  a strict  construction  of  our  glori- 
ous Federal  Constitution.  From  that  hour,  IMr.  Wise’s  confidence  was  gone, 
and  who  could  blame  him  for  indulging  feelings  of  indignation  towards  a 
Tiian  vrho  bad  wormed  himself  artfully  into  his  confidence,  and  when  he  liad 
seen  the  Whig  ticket  triumph  despite  of  the  opposition  of  \drginia,  turned 
hisl  back’ upon  his  pledges,  and  disregarded  those  courte-les  and  civilities 
Vv'hich  characterize  the  intercourse  of  mutual  friends  ? IVith  such  a man, 
ambiiLon  is  the  vortex  wliich  swallows  up  every  kind  feeling  of  the  iuiman 
heai’t,  and  leaves  scarcely  a redeeming  quality  beliind.  An  extra  se-sioii 
of  Congress  was  called,  and,  Ihtough  Mr.  Clay  had  agreed  pra.cficif.lh/  to  go 
along  with  Mr.  Wise,  all  those  measures  which  had  been  renounced,  and 
given  up  by  Mr.  fflay  in  1S40,  were  sought  in  hot  ha>te,  through  his  instru- 
mentality. to  be  palmed  oT  upon  tiie  nation.  The  bank  quc-stiou,  Avhich  was 
to  be  left  to  the  enlightenment  of  pulilic  opinion,  Avas  snatched  from  the 
peo[)Ic — a rivalry  was  begot  between  3,fr.  Clav  and  3Ir.  Webster,  in  con-'c- 
<pumce  of  GenerahHarrison’s  prefeia  mce  for  the  latter;  and  ere  the  ohl  chief 
had  been  killed  by  the  annoyance  of  h.ungtpv  othcu.-eckers,  ( tlie  Simori  Pares 
of  lS40.''i  and  I'm  course  of  political  aspirants  tor  tii^  pic^idency,  3ir.  Clay 
fecretly  aimed  at  his  admini.-tration  the  artiller}'  of  war.  All  this  Mr.  4Vise 
h’roved,  and  proved  satisfactorily.  The  compromise  act  was  violated,  and  an 
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odious  bankrupt  law  passed,  contrary  to  every  .pledge  I\Ir.  Clay  had  inadc 
Mr.  Wise.  ■ . ‘ . W 

Mr.  Wise,  in  tlie  course  of  his  address,  triumphantly  vindicated  John 
Tyler  against  tije  charges  of  treachery,  Iscariotism,  Arnoldisra,  itninoraliiy, 
fraud,  (ii'honesty,  and  the  thousand  and  one  coarse  and  malicious  epiuiets 
which  liave  been  heaped  upon  }dit>i  by  Federal  Whiggery,  vithout  stint  and 
without  measure.  lie  proved,  beyond  the  pos^ibility  of  a doubt,  that  Mr.  Tyier 
had  always  been  opposed  to  the  constitutionality  of  a bank',  and  that  he  cotdd 
not  have  signed  a charter  wliliout  perjury — that  there  was  no  evidence  to  show 
that  even  General  Harrison  would  have  signed  a bank  charter;  and  he  quoted 
the  letter  of  the  General  in  ’"22,  wiiereia  he  states,  the  Bank  of  the  Fnited 
States  is  unconstitutional,  it  not  being  necessary  to  carry  out  an  expres..<]y 
granted  power,  and  that  had  he  the  power,  he  would  issue  ^ fieri  facias,  and 
re-voke  the  charter — and,  also,  the  dVhig  address  in  Richmond  in  Ib-iO, 
wherein  it  is  claimed  for  General  Harrison,  that  he  is  as  much  opposed  to 
ike  United  Stales  Bank  as  any  man  could  be,  and  far  sounder  upon  that  .'•ub- 
ject  than  Mr.  Van  Buren.  i\Ir.  Wise  said  he  advised  freely  with  IMr.  Tyler 
upon  the  subject  of  a bank— --that  he  ditrered  from  him  us  to  its  constitution- 
ality, but,  at  the  same  time,  urged  himi  to  take  that  course  which  his  con- 
science dictated,  without  regal’d  to  whom  it  might  orfend  or  whom  please — 
that  if  lie  could  do  so,  as  did  Mr.  IMadison,  according  to  the  princii-ie  of 
stare,  decisis^  to  do  so,  but  to  take  care  and  sign  only  a full-blooded  animal, 
no  mongrel — only  such  as  would  confer  most  bene  tit  upon  the  country — hut 
to  take  his  own  course  in  the  matter,  and  not  to  compromit  by  his  advice,  his 
character,  his  conscience  or  his  honor.  IMr.  Wise  said  he  had  frequently 
witm.-ssed  the  agony  of  that  man  upon  this  very  que.-tion,  and  iiad  seen  him 
a!mo-t  sweat  drops  of  blood,  and  wistmd  that  he  could  have  been  in  his  ['lace, 
as  lie  believed  he  tiad  the  nerve  to  look  down  with  scorn  and  contempt  upon 
bis  revilers  and  slanderers,  and  those  reptiles  whose  business  it  is  to  ascaii 
private  character  to  subserve  party  and  ambitious  ends.  IMr.  Muse  farther 
said,  they  had  tried  every  way  they  could  to  entrap  .Joim  Tyler,  and  tliat  the 
very  liiU  prepared  by  Afr.  Clay  liimself  contained  the  sam.e  ohjectionublo 
feature  as  that  of  ulr.  Ewing,  whicli  I\Ir.  Clay  had  contemptuously  denomi- 
nated ‘-a  rickety  concern'’ — that  any  bill  John  Tyler  could  have  framed,  o? 
.any  friend  of  ,Mr.  M'ebster,  would  have  met  his  unqualified  condemnation. — 
tlnu  he  wanted  the  credit  himself  of  preparing  lire  bill,  and  getting  through 
Cona-ress  all  the  Whig  measures,  that  he  might  retire  to  Ashland  upon  the 
dianity  of  these  measure.s,  become  the  idol  of  tlie  Whig  party,  and  tlie  can- 
didate tor  the  succe.'=ion.  Mr.  Mdse,  in  defining  hi-^  position  upon  the  bank 
question,  said,  though  he  dirfered  from  lN.[r.  Tyler,  and  knew  he  differed  i.n 
1S40,  he  had  merged  that  i'ilo  questions  which  he  considered  of  far  ureatcr 
innynitude.  Though  be  believed  a United  States  Bank  constitutional,  the 
tiUiC  had  passed  for  cliartering  one.  The  first  effect  of  a bank,  he  contended, 
w:-.-;  depletive,  and  he  cited  in  proof  the  liistory  of  tlie  country  from  IS  id  to 
Id'k).  fie  as:rimilated  the  condition  of  the  country  now  to  a patient  who 
V'.a';  already  prostrate  from  the  loss  of  blood,  and  asked  if,  in  this  state  ot 
tiling-,  a physician  w'ouhl  be  found  -o  ra.sh  and  iuoli.-h  as  to  think  of  taking 
more  blood,  and  thereby  sink  the  powers  of  tlie  system  beyond  the  point  of 
reaction.  He  said  the  lateof  the  United  States  Bank  and  the  Bank  of  Penn* 
Bvlvania,  which  was  but  a continuation  of  it;  the  cries  of  orphans  ami 
widow<  who  had  been  reduced  to  penury  and  want  b\‘  its  explosion  ; and  the 
fact  that  Nicholas  Biddic,  ■with  all  his  financial  knowledge,  once  stamling 
high  in  public  estimation,  had  failedi  to  male  it  a beneilt,  a.'ui  himself  become 
a bankrupt  in  cliaracter  and  person,  all  admonished  us  tliat  no  such  institu- 
tion could  ever  again  find  favor  with  the  people  of  the  United  State.s. 
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.Mr.  Wise  shov.’cd,  and  showed  from  the  record,  the  Whig  address  of  1S40, 
tfjat  if  all  de-ertera  are  to  be  shot,  Mr.  Tyler  ajid  himself  should  not  be 
selected  as  the  viciims,  but  those  who  put  forth  their  priiiciples  in  1840,  and 
have  since  abandoned  them  ; and  humorously  said,  tliat  if  such  were  the 
^-eniencc,  and  the  words  take  aim,  fire”  to  be  given,  you  would  sec  no  little 
dipping  and  dogirg  in  the  crowd,  among  the  old.  llamiitonian  Xational  llepub- 
hcan  Federalists,  who  had  long  cherkhed  and  often  lauded  the  doctrines  of 
hlamilton,  Ihckering  and  Adams  to  the  stars.  He  also  satisfied  all  who  heard 
him,  that  in  regard  to  the  Ciiley  duel,  the  mountain  of  odium,  whicli  he  had 
borne,  should  properly  have  rested  upon  the  shoulders  of  another.  He  said 
that  it  was  a fair  duel — but  that  if  censure  and  odium  attached  to  any  one,  it 
sliould  be  to  Henry  Clay,  for  he  was  the  counseller  and  adviser,  and  dictated 
the  terms  of  the  duel — that  he  (Mr.  4V.)  protested  against  tiic  riile  and  the 
hmguage  of  the  criallenge,  which  dosed  the  door  to  an  adjustment  of  the 
(iilhcuJty,  but  was  overruled  by  I\lr.  Clay — that  he  exju'essed  an  unwilling- 
ness to  be  the  bearer  of  a challenge  so  uncompromising  in  its  character,  but 
at  length  yielded  to  appeal  from  Xlr.  Graves,  \s  bo  reminded  him  that  he  had 
been  his  friend  on  a similar  occasion. 

The  development  of  these  facts  was  made  by  him,  because,  vrlien  his 
character  was  assailed,  and  assailed  unjustly,  as  klr.  Clay  knew,  Mr.  Wise 
appealed  to  him  to  do  him  justice,  and  put  this  matter  right  betore  the  nation, 
JMr. -Clay  avoided  all  opportunity  to  do  so,  and  no  alternative  was  left  nir. 
IVise  but  to  sutler  the  odium,  or  else  give  the  facts  to  the  public. 

’ ■ Mr.  Wise,  in  conclusion,  said  bis  private  vote  was  his  own,  and  be  should 
tell  no  one  how  or  for  whom  it  should  be  given  in  the  coming  presidential 
election.  But  he  would  not  hesitate  to  say  for  whom  it  should  not  be  given: 
tliat  he  could  never  vote  for  Henry  Clay,  as  con>tabIe,  or  anr'thing  ekm.  He 
said  he  believed,  to  the  fullest  extent,  in  the  right  of  the  people  to  insti-uct 
their  representatives  ; and  if  the  election  went  before  Congress,  and  his  dis- 
trict had  voted  for  Mr.  Clay,  he  should  deposit  his  vote  for  him.  IMr.  4kise, 
U}/on  the  whole,  made  a mo>t  favorable  impression.  As  a Virginian,  I feel 
proud  of  him,  and  do  applaud  Iiim  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which  he  has 
ttood  by  Mr.  Tyler,  ATrginiak  own  son,  in  one  of  the  most  trying  positions 
in  which  man  was  ever  placed,  whien  slander  with  her  thou..-and  tongues  was 
at  work,  and  everything  done  by  a reckless  party  to  destroy  the  fair  fame  of 
an  honest  and  upright  man. 


ThIE  ISSUES  OF  THE  CAUYASS. 

Know-Nothingism  was  introduced  in  Virginia  under  tlie  specious  guise  of 
a great  conservative  organization  : knowing  no  North,  no  South,  no  East,  no 
U'est;  repudiating  all  sectionalism,  and  utterly  discarding  old  party  lines 
and.  old  party  issues.  It  profess-ed  to  be  national,  republican,  and  constitu- 
honal  in  all  its  tenets  and  intentions.  In  the  month  of  December,  1854,  the 
Ilichmond  Whig  denied  in  the  mo.'t  emplnitic  terms,  that  the  Know-Nothing 
party  would  supercede  the  old  Whig  party,  counselled  against  the  abandon- 
i'u  lit  of  a single  "Whig  tenet  ; but  ad'Gsed,  nevertheless,  a fu-iun  with  Know- 
Mothlngism  in  a common  cilort  to  ‘■expel  llu‘  Goths  and  A'andals,’’  who  had 
loiig  ruled  and  plundered  tlie  ^tate.  Vvkdg  orators,  MTug  editors,  Vv  hig 
letter-wrlter.s  and  Whig  politicians  took  up  the  role  thus  assigned  them,  de- 
claring that  the  Kiiow-N’othing  organization  was  no  Whig  trick,  but  a great 


U 


.Jk  Y *'♦ 
■ V • 


1; 

} V ' 

i ■;; 


. «0^t  9t^^.,hi(' >w  ajb  uar\\  li^Wdi  bne^  ,l)^v/ed«  jhmW  .iU 

Ofl  Jon  fe!f/o4<  hjfir  , oJ  ^4  <i^h?w9ij  U«  ii  t/jrfr 

f\i  j(5i^|brtn#j  Jt.?(  Hid  Wan  Iv9j9f>|.», 

^ 9irAr  a irjl  Tvri^<\  b®ooftnffd«  mcd 

oU?d  o<i  »,^  f>^i  yj  ^n-»b  ahidrir  -.({]  bn^ 

lMToi>/  niduadMn‘rl:l  Ai<h  tftr-Urfi  ,b'^oi*)  ttdJ  ir^;g  :r|rtb  bnfi  «0!q^|i*S 


wniiJoob  b^i/i;i  rf‘XiV»  bed  ddw  ,JitilJ{j'i;^j‘/l  ob^jU 

bifijcl  [In  kyiUtija;^  >,7P!!h  »4H  tHi  al  s/nxibA  bnj8;,;^/iiiajl3^i*i 

M »A  lo  i»k^wjOfvn^f(t  arfJ  %J  inisgin  tti.jiirii  ;f«i, 

bjee  «H , jsh^^w  baiwi  ijvcfJ'^HsNqcnq' ,tmo( 

Ji  Ji  lud— lul  « )i  ltd 


l»  j|6:!wij  bii«  *3fl  Wl  ,'(^D  xifi'-'H  o)  ad  Uikj4» 

9ij}  b (;?ob  9iU  to  fcrtnoj'sdJ 

!>di l^muAt  an  ot  tmh  9iiJ  b^^ob  i!>itdw  $rfJ  lo  w 

«li(;  V/f  Wd 

ix;d  m.  m k 1<J  tp.M  \tiy  awl  aJ 

bkd  9/J  babnitjiai  o lw^^lsrovi^iJ)  bj*i<|4jW  6i  b^I/bnv 'ii[f:5n9ti‘i 

• ; ^ V \ ,.|.  oo1'/v7m\ 

iiif  md#  (d  slifijit  o»&ifJ  lo^in;)ji:tt{«»bvab 

aii/r  %is0.  ^tl4  :£i^*i>i^liiif  f.rjjs  <Ji!‘Jv  .^Isinaila 

Jyi|  yiid^’^bb  pj  inttf 

,il4  «M  w oa  bite  o*«  db  ^ifi^^fcvbabyi  XC 

, . ; ftir-  ,m0it>o  ,odJ  ;f3lJu*i  iM'd 


1 


^ »Ji  >d-  i)i^  i0l  la'Wbii  il^i 

' ; n,rx^  »d  ' ' ' 


•0  . 


— V ■ .-  ’2^v blyo'Wiftd 

bit.  »io1 

hui^m  jilsi 

.^4  -.7  *4  .i^ljf- bJtiv  ;,Hip^#t^<j(i|2b-  •.»f<  •,x«fS;-  bed  J^Ii) 

b’^.  I ,,;^,y.A/^',  J*'orrr  dfci?m' 7/  9(i$ 

•ited  M W mM 

4 1^  f ' ‘AI4:..X<^  {kH'M 

I'l  Tjul  bW  bllJ>  Jj 

vj  • ^ ^ _ .a&iJt  Jdgiitjy*  b’04' Je paod  ./jj 


..j  -®' 


fiT; 


.'^'■X'K. 


'<>1^  ,/i^i  iiT* 


dife  icii  A:p4fp  :4l  4 .e^attDl^i  b«<i  «ja  Jk  fli  IfitKMJ 


iTfsd ^ <l|i  Abmn>o^^c^«j 

' ig^r/r|v4jfU -^dj  iT^Xdb^tilq  bfw  boIm'^|»fol  o# 


,f0^dl  ]jp^  bit<?  . BsixJnw-tbtJbi 

£ Ji/d  .jjiiiVf  Qtt  tan  i»oiksfiifi;jio  gmdJpV4*wcflH  9iJi  JiHi 


44 


party  of  reform,  eni bracing  alike  Democrats  and  Whigs.  ' Rather  than  sub- 
mit to  the  victorious  Deniocrac}",  the  Whig  and  its  party  preferred  to  foster, 
encourage,  uphold  and  advance  a Norlhemisrn  untried  upon  Southern  soil. 
Thus  were  presented  tu  tlie  Democracy  tlie  old  Issues  of  Federalism,  coupled 
with  religious  intolerance  and  proscription  of  foreigners.  ' The  Enquirer 
publi.^hed  the  following  commentary  upon  the  issues  of  the  canvas^  January 
8th,  ISod:  _ ^ ■ 

The  "IFniCr  Flag  ix  the  Dust — A:.tai.gamat[ON  with  the  Kxow- 
Nothjxgs.™ When,  in  its  isnje  of  t.he  ’doth  December,  the  Kichrnond  dVhig 
scornfuUv  repelled  the  siiggeslion  that  tlic  Wliig  parfy  of  Virginia  should 
abandon  their  organization  and  .‘<ubrnit  to  the  sway  of  Know-Nothingism,  we 
did  not  suspect  the  sincerity  of  its  purpose,  nor  mi^triHt  the  strength  of  its 
resolution.  Nor  for  one  moment  did  we  entertain  the  lliouaht  that  the  Whig 
could  be  di'iven  from  its  manly  po-ition  by  the  threats- of  the  American  Or- 
gan, and  be  forced  to  accept,  with  expressions  of  satisfaction,  the  yery  over- 
ture which  it  had  just  rejected  with  an  air  of  insulted  diernity. 

From  ail  article  in  the  'Whig  of  Wednesday,  which  proposes  to  indicate 
the  present  policy  of  its  party,  we  select  (he  following  extract: 

“ \Fe  remark,  tlien,  that  our  first  impressions  were  in  favor  of  holdins;  a 
Whig  State  Convention.  Tut  subsequent  rcnection,  and  an  impartial  survey 
of  the  whole  held,  and  a calm  review  of  all  the  clrcurnstances  by  which  we 
are  surrounded,  have  conducted  us  to  an  opposite  conclusion.  The.  Whig 
party,  at  the  last  trial  of  strength,  was  in  a large  irdnority  in  the  state,  and 
while  we  believe  that  wc  might,  and  probably  would  succeed  alone,  consid- 
ering the  elements  that  night  perhaps  combine  in  our  fa\'or,  yet  it  is  better 
and  safer,  in  our  opinion,  not  to  rely  too  confidently  upon  our  own  unaided 
strength,  but  to  so  act  as  to  gather  to  our  side,  men  of  all  parties  and  per- 
suasions who  are  sick  of  mi-ruSc  and  wi<h  for  reform.  "We  counsel  not  the 
abandonment  of  a sinxic  Whig  tenet,  b'lf  only  urge  a course  which  will, 
first,  erfectually  expel  the  Godis  and  A’andaF,  and  ullimately,  probably  im- 
mediately, result  in  puUing  Wliig  measures  and  Whig  policy  in  the  ascend- 
ant. -We,  therefore,  re'-[)ectfully  a.nd  kindly  suggest  to  such  of  our  friends 
as  entertain  a wi>h  for  a convention,  to  abaridon  it  at  once — at  least  for  tlie 
present.  If  unforeseen  ciicum.-tances  should  hereafter  arise  to  render  one 
necessary;'  iMarch  or  Aciri!  will  he  early  enough  to  consider  the  matter.'’ 

I’he  contrast  between  the  -pirit  of  it.s  former  declaration,  and  the  temper 
of  this  paragraph,  i.s  surficier.tly  .-triking  to  convict  the  Whig  of  a very  tla- 
grant  incon.-i-tency.  Itut,  it  is  not  to  tliis  iioint  that  we  vFudi  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  public.  T.he  article  in  the  Whig  is  not  cited  for  any  ])urpos8 
of  controversy,  hut  to  exhibit  iliO  policy  of  its  rrariv  in  this  importaiit  crisi<  of 
public  aifair.--.  "We  ha.ve  here  the  tiislinrl  avowal  of  its  recognised  organ 
that  lire  Wliig  party  of  v'irqiaia  no  Inngtr  exists  as  an  indepemient  organiza- 
tion, Imt  is  disbamled  and  nuTg'-d  into  Know-Nothingism.  And  we  have 
moreover  t.he  declaration,  that  the  motive  C)f  this  extraordinarv  proceeding 
springs  from  up  higher  impul-e  than  an  a],ipetite  for  tiie  spoils  of  otlice. 

W'e  are  reluctant  to  Ixdieve  that  t};o  ’v\'iiig  party  of  Virginia  will  subnvs- 
slvely  adopt  the  ad’^dee  of  th.eir  organ.  The  opinion  we  entertain  of  tin  ir 
character  forbids  the  i'dbrcimi'  th.at  t.hey  will  con.sent  to  desert  the  tlag  urub’r 
whir;!:  they  have  fougr  t .-o  h,,-ng  an<i  so  ga!htritiy,  and  tran-fer  their  principles 
and  their  aheuiincci  to  liie  np-.-t  irt  ordm- .-'.f  Khow-N-atfiings.  W'e  may  he 
Fecei\ed.  but  we  will  not  p Im-t  tfie  jK.W'-iljihtv  of  an  absolute  and  iguom;!i- 
ioLis  submission  of  th;*  Wtiigs  of  Virginia  to  the  insolent  dictation  of  the 
Know-Nothings,  until  the  surrender  is  ratified  bv  the  juirty.  The  leaders  wo 
know  are  too  often  ready  to  adopt  any  expedient  that  may  gratify  their  lust  oi 
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power,  but  the  honest  masses  of  tlic  Wing  part}"  are  exempt  from  the  infla- 
tiK’c  of  anv  such  motive,  and,  if  we  be  not  mistaken,  tlicy  wilt  indignantiy 
rt'fuse  to  play  t'ae  menial  and  the  lackey  to  a secret  and  suspected  cabal  of 
biiTots  and  demagogues. 

TliO  ^Vb.iir.  anJicipatine  certain  success  from  the  coalition  with,  the  ICnow- 
Nothings,  exultiiigly  predicts  tiie  speedy  ascendancy  of  Vv'hig  measures  and 
Whig  ])oiicy.  If  any  Avcll-incaning  Democrat  lias  been  misled  by  l!te  dcceit- 
p,'!  promises  of  Know-Xothingism,  this  declaration  will  startle  him  from  his 
(iLdusiun,-  font  is  equivalent  to  an  avowal  that  the  ICnow-Nothing  orgaiiizatioa 
is  but  a contrivance  for  the  restoration  of  the  Whig  party  to  power. 

The  artiede  from  the  Whig  is  suggestive  of  much  instructive  reflection  to 
tlic  people  of  Virgitiia,  and  we  propose  to  resume  its  consideration  to-mor- 
row. 3.1eauwhile,  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  tiiat  the  Richmond  'Whig  recom- 
mends a fusion  of  '^Vhigs  and  Know-Xothings,  for  the  purpose  of  eftecting 
an  imm.ediatc  restoraLion  of  Whig  measures  and  Vv  ldg  policy  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Virginia. 

‘‘We  counsel  not  the  abandonment  of  a single  Whig  tenet,  but  onlv  urge 
a course  wliich  will  first  cifectualiy  expel  the  Goths  and  Vandals,  and  iilti- 
mat^'‘lv,  probablv  immediately,  result  in  jmtting  \Thig  measures  and  Vvliig 
policy  in  thc'ascendant.”^ — IJlichmond  Uhig,  Jan.  3. 

Jn  the  begiPxning,  the  Kno\v-Xothing  organization  was  represented  as  a 
protest  of  the  people  against  the  sdnsliness  and  corruption  of  politicians,  and 
its  ostensible  aim  was  the  refurm  of  abuse  and  the  rescue  of  the  government 
from  the  despotism  of  party.  Under  this  specious  pretence,  ICnow-ZNotliing- 
ism  was  introduced  into  ^drginia,  with  a pledge  from  its  advocates  of  eop,’.al 
antagonism  to  the  Whig  and  Democratic  parlies.  Its  deceitful  promise  cf 
neutrality  and  reform,  sedmeed  some  Democrats  fro.m  their  partv,  and  im- 
parted strength  and  impulse  to  the  organization. 

• We  never  mistook  the  character  and  tendency  of  Know-Xothiiiglsm. 
From  the  start,  we  denounced  it  as  an  imposture.  We  detected  tiie  falsity 
of  its  pretensions,  and  exposed  the  hidclen  p'urj>ose  of  its  authors.  Vfe 
Erfinned  that  it  was  at  bottom  a political  movement,  and  foretold  that  if  not 
EiTested  it  would  result  in  the  overthrow  of  the  Democratic  party. 

Our  suspicions  were  justided,  and  our  prediction  fulhiled,  in  tlie  progress 
of  events.  The  political  aim  and  party  <a[ilnity  of  Know-X"othingism  were 
soon  developed  in  its  successes.  Every  Know-X’othing  triumph  was 
achieved  in  alliance,  with  the  Whig  party,  and  vras  in  effect  a Democratic 
defeat. 

Sliti  the  organs  of  Know-Xothingism  protested  its  independence  of  partv, 
End  persisted  in  the  endeavor  to  seduce  Democrats  into  its  embrace. 

At  ia-t  an  alliance  between  the  Whig  party  in  Virginia  and  the  Know- 
Xothings,  has  been  concluJed,  and  althcuglf  its  conditions  have  not  been 
Communicated  to  the  world,  an  organ  of  one  of  the  iiigh  contracting  parlies 
j).Ls  very  distinctly  foreshadowed  its  eilbct.  The  prodigious  lioa-ting  of  the. 
lliitish  jounials,  after  the  accession  of  ^Austria  to  the  alliance  of  tlie  Western 
Rowers,  is  eclipsed  by  the  excessive  e.vultation  of  the  Kiciunond  Wiiig  over 
til'*  league  liotwceii  tlie  Know-Xotiiings  and  the  Whig  party  in  A’irgiaia.  It  will 
r'cru.iit,  exclaims  tlie  Vv  ing,  in  an  ecstacy  of  enthusia.m,  “in  the  expulsion  of 
tin*  Goths  and  Vandals  *’ — that  Is,  the  Democrats — from  power,  and  “ in  tlie 
tiitimate,  if  not  Immediate  ascendancy  of  ^Vhig  measures  and  Whig  policy.” 
V’v  e tlimk  the.  Whig  for  tills  candid  avowal,  arid  we  trust  that  it.-  siriipli^uiy 
End  w’irfte  wilt  not  be  corrupted  by  tlie  associatioiis  into  wlrich  it  wilt  be 
Lhrown  by  its  alliance  with  the  Know-Nothings. 

If  the  deceptive  {rretences  of  Ktiow-Xothingism  have  seduced  any  honest 
hUunocrat  into  tlie  order,  he  will  make  haste  ami  come  out  of  it,  after  learn- 
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ins:  timt  he  is  aidin?  in  the  nsrennancy  of  Whip:  Tncasuros  and  Whip:  polirw 
If  anv  j)emorrat  who  has  not  yet  foresworn  allegiance  to  his  party,  irnagiiies  that 
ihere  is  nothing;  in  the  character  or  probahle  issue  of  the  present  canvass,  to 
incite  tdm  to  tlio  zealous  support  of  Wise,  he  will  learn,  from  the  declara- 
tion of  Riclunond  Vfhig,  that  tl'-c  defeat  of  dVise,  will  result  in  the  expul- 
sion of  the  Goths  and  Vandals,  and  the  ascendancy  of  Whig  measure‘s  and 
Whig;  poHcv",  rmd  learning  this,  he  will  repress  every  feeling  of  .dis(ip};oint- 
rnent  and  disalfectlon,  and  exhibiting  the  disinterested  devotion  of  a })atriot, 
will  throw  himself  wdth  all  his  soul  and  all  his  might  into  a struggle  on 
wliich  de])ends  the  triumph  or  defeat  of  his  party  and  ids  principles.  The 
coalition  is  not  animated  hy  an  ifnpulsc  of  personal  iiostiiity  to  Henry  A, 
dVise,  nor  is  its  object  limited  to  bis  defeat.  It  mak-es  war  upon  him  as 
the  champion  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  it  contemplates  nothing  less  ihaa 
the  expulsion  of  the  Goths  and  d’’andals,  and  the  ascendancy  of  dVhig 
measures  and  ddTiig  policy.  The  pretence  of  neutrality  and  independence 
of  party,  by  which  Knmv-Notbingism  seeks  to  allure  recruits  to  its  standard, 
is  a deception  and  a .‘^nore,  and  the  aim  of  the  organization  is  the  ascendancy 
of  dVtiig  measures  and  Whig  policy. 

Again  we  thank  die  Whig  for  its  manly,  out-spokeii  candor.  Disdaining 
to  practice  a deception  on  the  people,  the  dVhig  frankly  avows  what  it  ex- 
pects to  accomplish  by  its  alliance  with  the  Know-Nothings.  Let  no  man 
reproac!)  it  with  indiscretion  ; it  saw  the  advantage  of  secrecy  and  dissimu- 
lation. but  cho-e  rather  than  compromise  its  character,  to  apprise  the  Demo- 
cracy of  the  aim  of  the  coalition,  and  to  admonish  them  of  the  necessity  of 
vigilance  and  effort  in  defence  of  their  principles. 


THE  KXOW-XOTHINCt  EITUAL  EXPOSED. 

'The  Know-Xothing  party  or  organization  was  the  first  political  party  in  th-a 
history  ot  thi.?  government  that  undertook  to  follovs'-  the  example  of  the  .Ja- 
cobin clubs  of  France.  This  Know-Nothing  party  was  one  of  the  deepest 
and  tno<t  sktlL’ully  panned,  and  most  dangerous  political  movements  that  was 
ever  concocted  in  any  counti-y.  There  were  many  true  patriots  that  were 
d^duded  into  the  organization,  some  of  whom  had,  and  many  of  whom  had 
not  the  courage  to  withdra’V  ; but  we  trust  we  shall  be  pardoned  foi  exprfw's- 
ing  the  decided  conviction  that  the  leaders  of  the  order  should  have  their 
names  classed  in  hGtory  with  those  of  Burr  and  Arnold.  This  /zcic  .nr/rfu 
Inrl  a regularly  prescribed  ritual,  to  which  every  man  who  became  a mem- 
ber had  to  contorm.  i’lds  ritual  wos  composed  of  oaths,  pass-words,  siirim, 
and  ceremonies  of  initiation,  bfany  who  went  through  these  ceremonies 
•v\erc  otiemled  witli  t’neir  puerility,  and  it  is  not  surpri.-ing  that  some  f^w, 
shocked  at  the  incendiarism  thus  Inculcated  should,  from  a patriotic  cen- 
■\  u:Lioii  ot  duty,  have  resolved  to  lay  them  before  their  countrymen.  Vft 
here  introduce  the  ritual  in  full,  as  {)ublished  in  the  various  Democratic  pa- 
pers of  the  stale  ; t!ie  authenticity  of  which  was  repor.tedlv  ackno wu  dgful 
hy  members  of  tl.e  order.  Mr,  'Wise  was  the  first  Democrat  in  tlm  <i.  fc 
thrit  came  in  possessn.m  of  the  ritual.  It  was  first  exposed  in  the  state  o( 
Illinois,  and  as  .soon  as  frovernor  Lyurook  procured  tlie  ritual  he  endor-^  d 
it  to  Mr.  Wise.  Through  Mr.  Wise  it  was  published  simultaneously  in  tl 
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Kichmond  Enquirer  and  Examiner,  then  copied  by  Democratic  papers 
t h roil yJi out  the  state.  After  the  conclusion  of  the  canvass,  hlr.  Vv'i.-e  en- 
closed it  to  the  sender,  Governor  Lybrook.  Tire  Dcmccracy  of  A'irginia  re- 
turn to  Governor  Lybrook  their  sincere  thanks  for  his  eflicicurt  and  lirnelr 
service  so. considerately  rendered  to  our  gallant  standard  hearer. 

The  Kxow-Nothixg  Eitual  or  “ Coxstitution  of  the  Graxd  Coun- 
cil OF  THE  UxiTED  StATES  OF  NORTII  A 7^IER[CA-"~A DOPTED  UXAXI- 

Mousr.T,  JuxE  J7,  lo54 — the  Axxiversarv  of  the  Battle  of  Bux- 

KER  Hill.”  ' ' 

ARTICLE  T.  ■ ' ' 

This  organization  shall  be  known  by  the  name  and  title  of  T/ie  Grand 
Council  of  ihe  Uniied  Stales  of  Gdorih  ^imerica^  and  its  jurisdiction  and 
power  shall  extend  to  all  the  states,  districts,  and  territories  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America. 

ARTICLE  IT. 

A.  person  to  become  a member  of  any  subordinate  council  must  be  twenty- 
one  years  of  age;  he  must  believe  in  the  existence  of  a Supreme  Being  as 
the  Creator  and  Presen’er  of  the  Universe  ; he  must  be  a native  born  citi- 
zen ; a Protestant,  born  of  Protestant  parents,  reared  under  rrotestant  in- 
fiuence,  and  not  united  in  marriage  vrlth  a Roman  Catholic;  Provided,  nev- 
ertheless, that  in  tins  last  respect,  the  state,  district,  or  tevritcrial  council 
shall  be  authorized  to  so  construct  their  respective  constitutions  as  shall  best 
promote  the  interest  of  the  American  cause  in  their  several  jurisdictions  ; 
And  provided,  moreover,  that  no  member  who  may  have  a Poiuan  Catholic 
wife  shall  be  eligible  to  any  oilice  in  this  order.’ 

article  III. 

Sec.  1.  Tlie  object  of  tliis  organization  shall  be  to  resist  the  insidious 
policy  of  the  Ch.urch  of  Rome,  and  oilier  foreign  influence  against  the  in- 
stitutions of  our  country  by  placing  in  all  ofrices  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  or 
by  appointment,  none  but  native  born  Protestant  citizens. 

Sec.  2.  Tiie  Grand  Council  shall  hold  its  annual  meeting  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  the  month  of  June,  at  such  place  as  sliall  be  designated  by  the 
Grand  Council  at  the  previous  annual  meeting,  and  it  may  adjourn  from 
time  to  time.  Special  meetings  shall  bo  called  by  the  President  on  the 
written  request  of  flve  delegations  representing  five  State  Councils;  Provi- 
ded, that  sixty  days’  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  State  Councils  previous  to 
said  meeting. 

Sec.  3.  The  Grand  Council  shall  be  composed  of  thirteen  delegates, 
from  each  ‘'tate,  to  be  chosen  bv  the  State  Councils  ; and  each  district,  or 
ten-itory  where  a District  or  Terri t.irial  Council  shall  exi^t,  ‘'hall  bo  entitled 
to  send  five  delegates,  to  be  chosen  from  said  Councils;  and  when  no  Dis- 
tiict  or  Territorial  Council  shall  exi.-t,  such  district  or  territory  shall  be  en- 
tided  to  >eru!  five  delegates,  if  five  or  more  Suijordinate  C'ouncils  sbaii  exi.-;t 
in  such  di.-trict  or  t^'u-ritory : Provided,  tliat  in  the  nomination  of  canditlates 
for  President  and  \'ice  Presi.ient  of  the  United  States,  each  state  shall  be 
etitillej  to  the  same  number  of  vote  as  thev  shall  have  member*  in  both 
houses  of  Congress.  In  all  .-es.-ions  of  the  Grand  Couned,  thirty-two  dele- 
gates, representing  thirteen  states,  terrllor'cs,  or  ciistricts,  shall  consiiiuce  a 
quorimi  for  the  transaction  of  IwAiness. 

Sec.  4.  The  Grand  Council  shall  be  vested  with  the  following  powers 
and  privileges  : ■ 

It  shall  be  the  head  of  the  organization  for  the  United  States  of  North 


noiJ  y*»onKrfr.xS[  bci  i-wiopoH  ,{wr»<vnd^iJl 

-IW^■(t7/  . ?^  odt  ‘nit  trit^ 

-^■•/>.mH.’:’ / J'fi  .'Cl  •^:VT  .7#0(TiffVj[  ^v,m‘?‘>0  ,*J9fiJfW  U 

j fti'i  fvVi  e*|iv^'d*  tnvi 

wo  «.♦  baittbfrji  '^l3>irw^uo>,ot  o'ii'/iaif 

■'■"a*''  , 

•r.:;o')  ,t!t  ic>  vii>iTtrtn>?.oO  “ no  ja^txSI  o^mTo'i^-woii)!  »hT 

CIvT1>.(^iiA--“x  nij^4{'' ^^^MITKmK  to  MTi.T3  -aKTjtq  JI3 

10  J5UT  to  Yrt4Jtim»i9nA  aiiT---)‘S^.^‘t  |ir  ax'yl  vV.istjaw 

nnz  . 

. .T  ,J0.T1^':.V  ' . _ " * " 

Vv',*'iO  ba«  »/fj  til  !iw<Sj^I  ad  lladB  npflpxin^io  ilHT 


iriij?  ihrj^  .^1,^  ’\p  ViiV|w\i  ^V\o  VnRvtoOjl 

3iij  “W  itjSc4ci)4:TA9i  htw  jkII  U«  ol  bno)xj>  {Jitd«  lawjo 

■ ' ■•  . 

^ v'^ . ,..i^:'|j^  ^ M ma^nna  ; **> 


;il  Ift  VV  ^ «^i 

Hho/i  lo  »s!»l*r| 


f4dfr/Hr»  0 »mp^  Oi  oowc(*A 


. $n ''Ip  iwm  M 'tSjf  1o' ino 

H ■oi.j.wm  i '-srdMo  hn4  io)pM3  i>d)’^' 

-ill  niod  ,^i3i5t^'3fiyi^  « ii5»x 

-Vtn  o;gtsinKm  nJ  ,s>^n9ciB 

tbiiU  Oie  ol  l)$snoteo»>*d 

otod  \^wi{0‘t/  on  )pjrli  ^i^vooioTn  ,,b.eifyoi<^''bd^ ' 

Ti^Jj^o  it*  tto^o  xpxi  oJ  9Mi;§ib  »d  IU4*  oliw 


Ml  mMtm 


•eolbtuni  oH)  t^u>oi  o)  od  «dt  lo  ho^  odT^-f  ‘0S3 

<^t|i  hiSiuuii  J)dl'7io«y^i(t|o€j 

10  ;aim  1o  1%  j»di  J«<  iU  ftl  gnjiftbj  ^|^l0»rd»  luo  1o 

,u0i}tHh  o'cy}  lod  fl^Oo  V^ 

. f . • f jk  w.  . . I 1^  f — ^ IT  ^ - k — ^ic.  ti  *'*  i.  gl.  ifc.. 


•mU  rto  Icutint  S liW  J/isdn  *ia3 


full  vd  b^Jow*td4l^b  o4  dc«ii  in  .injijt  lo  diii^iifi  ofll  dl^t^b«oMT 

wmbe  Ihavot^ 


:,a'.'» 

■-I 

o?  f'ihiroc 


V oy;(i  n.ipiiis^il^^dva  M koap^  oWh’fT 


m'" 


fio^h^dt  h tl&iix  ft;>mMit> 

OQf0Vl6,.'d.d  oJ':-,?l,ti})^  d^. 

Off,  /Ji0^  W'il  ci  o4ff‘‘l^'''. 


•^ft^:^‘  fbii?  10  .kkt  Jbd*  iboooD  a 

.ff*.^0hi^rnfii  >0  i;:f#f?E,ii]jffci;</i  Hidi  r v r»i 


od  di'.fffl.  ojit^/ 


iiT^i 


'^v«d  Kuiiii  v/*jiVifrB  lfltd4^n^<fl  afOis^^ 


• tudfnooii 

-boitifpO  (WiA'iii  ,t-  ^ V>  W«  til  )o 


£ Iff  ii^  ,Sc2  >iil«ib  rtgintlirl) 


oUfic^lK ii  «dJ  fJ'iinoBp 
n97To<|  odi  dliw  ^ llodft  Mb/too^  bnmD  *>)dt  .b  o . 

AhM  1o  «i>5irici  bojialf  ,od<  toivi  floli^sinrao  odaTabfi*»d  odj  od  Hcdt  * ' 

" *'  ir  , r^'.  ■ • 


i/.r. 


■A'’ 


48 


Amei'icrt;  and  shall  fix  and  establish  all  sis^ns,  grips,  pass- words,  and  such 
other  secret  work  as  juay  seem  to  it  necessary. 

it  shall  have  power  to  decide  upon  all  matters  appertaining  to  national 
politics. 

It  •'hall  have  tlie  power  to  exact  from  the  State  Councils  quarterly  or  an- 
nu.d  staierneni^  as  to  the  number]  of  inembers  under  tlieir  jurlsdictiuos,  and 
in  relation  to  all  other  matters  necessary  for  its  information. 

. it  sliali  have  Ih.c  power  to  form  state,  tenitoviai  or  district  councils,  and  to 
grant  (li.'pensations  for  the  formation  of  such  bodies  when  five  subordinate 
counrils  shall  have  been  put  in  operation  in  any  state,  territory  or  district, 
and  application  made. 

ll  sindl  have  tlte  power  to  determine  upon  a mode  of,  punishment  in  case 
of  unv  dereliction  of  duyv  on  the  jtart  of  its  members  or  othcers. 

It  sdiall  have  the  power  to  adopt  cabalistic  characters  for  tlte  purpose  of  wiit- 
in':^  or  telegraphing — said  characters  to  be  cornmimicatcd  to  the  pre.didents  of 
the  State  Councils,  and  by  tlieni  to  the  presidents  of  the  Subordinate  Couu> 
ells.  . 

ft  shall  have  the  power  to  adopt  any  and  every  measure  it  may  deem  neces-- 
sary  to  secure  the  successor  the  organization  : provided,  tliat  nothing  sliall 
be  done  hy  the  said  Grand  Council  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  ; and  pro- 
vided, fiuTiier,  that  in  a!l  {)olitic'al  matters,  its  members  may  be  instructed  by 
the  fiiate  Coim.cils,  and  if  so  instructed,  shall  carry  out  such  instructions  of 
the  State  Councils  which  they  represent  imtll  overruled  by  a majority  of  tlie 
Grand  Council. 

' . ATITICLE  IV. 

The  president  shall  always  preside  over  the  Grand  Council  when  present, 
and  in  his  al)sence  the  vice  president  shall  preside,  and  in  the  absence  of 
loth,  the  Grand  Council  shall  appoint  a pre.sident  pro  iemporc ; and  the  pre- 
siding olliccr  may  at  all  limes  call  a member  to  the  chair,  but  such  appoint- 
' incut  shall  not  extend  beyond  one  session  of  the  Grand  Council. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Sec.  1.  The  olllccrs’of  the  Grand  Council  shall  be  a p-esident,  vice  presi- 
denp.  corre.'ponding  secretary,  recording  secretary,  treasurer,  two  sentinel.^ 
and  such  other  otiicers  as  as  the  Grand  Council  may  see  fit  to  appoint  from 
tifm^  to  time,  and  the  secretaries  and  sentinels  may  receive  such  compensa- 
tions the  Grand  Council  shall  deferrnine. 

Si-:c.  *2.  T he  duties  of  the  several  cdiicers  created  by  this  Constitution  shall 
be  .such  as  the  work  of  this  organization  prescribes. 

ARTICLE  VT. 

Sr.c.  1.  All  oiTicers  provided  for  by  thia  Constitution,  except  the  sentinel-^, 
chall  be  elected  annually  by  ballot.  The  president  may  appoint  sentineds 
from  time  to  time,  or  otherwi.'G. 

.‘■'EC.  2.  A majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  shall  be  requl-ite  to  an  election  to 
anv  otfice. 

Sr.v'.  3.  All  oilicers  and  delegates  must  be  full  degree  members  of  thi:3 
organii'-atlon. 

Sec.  4.  All  vacancies  in  the  elective  omces  sliall  be  filed  by  a vote  of  the 
Grand  Couned,  and  only  for  tlie  unexpired  term  of  the  said  vacancy. 

ARTU'LE  vir. 

Sec.  1.  Tiie  Grand  Council  shall  entertain  and  decide  all  case.s  of  ajipeai, 
tiiid  it  shall  establi.-'h  a form  of  anjRial 

Sec.  2.  The  (uT.nd  Council  ^'.haii  le\  v a tax  upon  the  State,  Di-trict  o- 
lerritoriai  CounciU,  kt  tlie  support  uf  tiic  (.hand  Council,  to  l.'C  paid  in  .suer, 
liuniier  and  at  such  times  as  the  Grand  Council  .'^hali  determine. 

ARTICI..E  VI'T. 

The  Grand  Council  may  alter  or  amend  this  Constitution,  at  any  regular 
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annii;i]  meetin'^.  by  a two-thirds’  vote  of  the  members  present;  provided 
MH’n  umenclmeiit  i-liail  be  adopted  by  a two-thirds’  vole  of  the  Grand  Couti- 
eit  ai.  its  next  succeeding'  annual  meeting. 

On  page,  11  commences  tfie  ^‘General  Rules  and  Regulations,”  which 
occupy  pages,  11,  1*2  and  13,  and  are  as  follows: 

GENERAL  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

Rule  One. — -Each  state,  district  or  territory  in  which  there  may  exist 
five  or  more  Subordinate  Councils  working  under  dispensations  from  the 
Grand  Council  of  the  United  States  of  Norih  America,  or  under  regular  dis- 
pc;matk>ns  from  some  ttafe,  district  or  territory,  are  duly  empowered  to 
estab!i,-li  tliemselves  into  a State,  Di,'tricc  or  d'erritorial  Council,  and  wlien  so 
cstubhshmi,  to  form  for  themselves  constitutions  and  by-laws  for  tiieir  gov- 
ernment. in  pursuance  of  and  in  consonance  v.'ith  the  Con.siituiion  of  the 
Grand  Council  of  the  United  States;  provided,  however,  that  ail  di'^tiict  or 
lerritorial  constitutions  shall  be  sutiject  to  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Council 
of  tlie  United  States.  ^ 

Rule  Two.— All  State,  Distri(’t  or  Territorial  Councils,  -when  estahli.slied, 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  establish  all  Siibordinate  Councils 
wiiida  their  respective  limits  ; and  the  constitutions  and  by-laws  of  ail  such 
Subordinate  Councils  niu.-:t  be  approved  by  their  respective  State,  District  or 
Territorial  Councils.  * 

• Rule  TiiUEE. — All  State,  District  or  Territorial  Councils,  when  estab- 
lirdied  and  until  the  formation  of  constitutions,  sdiall  work  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  United  States.  ' 

Rule  Four. — In  all  ca^^es  where,  for  tlm  convenience  of  the  organization^ 
two  State  or  'I’erriiorial  Councils  Oiay  be  established,  the  tWo  councils  together 
shall  be  entitled’ to  but  thirteen  delegates  in  the  Grand  Council  of  the  United 
States — the  proportioned  number  of  delegates  to  depend  on  the  number  of 
members  in  the  organization  ; provided,  that  no  state  shall  be  aliowcri  to 
have  more  than  one  State  Council  without  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Council 
of  the  United  States. 

Rule  Five. — In  any  state,  district  or  territory,  v/here  tliere  may  be  more 
than  one  organization  working  on  the  same  basis  (to  wit : *•  Lodges”  and 
" Councils,”)  the  same  shall  be  required  to  combine;  the  otficers  of  each 
organization  shall  resign,  and  new  oThcei's  be  (dected  ; and  thereafter  these 
bodies  shad  be  known  as  State  Councils  and  Subordinate  Councils;  and  new 
charters  shall  be  granted  to  them  by  tfie  Grand.  Council. 

Rule  Six. — It  shad  he  considered  a pienai  oifence  for  any  brother  not  an 
ctuccr  of  a Subordinaie  Council,  to  make  use  of  the  .-ign  or  sunmnons  adopted 
for  piiblic  notdication,  except  by  directiorr  of  the  president ; or  for  the  ohicers 
of  a council  to  pest  the  sarae  at  any  other  time  than  I’rom  midnight  to  one 
ho'm  before  daybreak  ; and  t!ii'  rule  shad  be  incorporated  into  the  by-laws  of 
tlie  Slate,  ]')i--ti-ict  aiul  Territoi'iat  Councils. 

Rl'le  Seven'. — d'he  determiaation  of  tlie  necessity  and  mode  of  issuing 
tlio  posters  for  pubde  nodfieation  shall  be  entrusted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
State.  Di'tiict  or  Tenitorial  Councils. 

Rule  EigiTT. — The  re'ppctive.  State,  District  or  Territorial  Councils  ^haU 
be  reep.iired  to  make  '-tat^nnents  of  tfie  number  of  members  within  their 
rc'.pective  limits  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Council,  and 
.anmndy  thereafter  at  the  regular  annual  meeting. 

Kul’-'  2\lne. — Tlie.  Grand  Council  of  tlie  United  States  shrdi  pay  from 
treao.iry  the  necessary  ex[u:mscs  of  its  members  in  attendance  upon  Its  ses- 

ffiofis. 

Rule  Tenu — Each  State,  Di-trict  or  I'en doj-ial  Council  sball  be  taxed  tea 
dollars  per  annum  for  eacii  Subordinate  Council  under  its  jurisdiction,  said 
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tax  to  be  paid  in  seinl-annuo,l  instalments  of  .five  dollars  each,  payable  in  the 
months  of  June  and  December. 

Rule  Dlevex. — The  ibilowins;  shall  be  the  key  to  determine  and  ascer- 
tain the  purp'OL't  of  any  comrniinication  that  may  be  addressed  to  the  presi- 
dent of  a State,  Di^,ti  iv.t  or  Territorjal  Couiicd  by  the  president  of  the  Crand 
Council,  who  is  hcreb}'  instructed  to  comniimicaie  a kfiov. ledge  of  tiie  same 
to  said  otlicers : 

# 

* # # 

Rule  Twelve. -—The  clause  of  the  article  of  the  constitution  relative  to 
belief  in  the  Supreme  being  is  obliy:atory  upon  every  State  and  Subordinate 
Council,  as  ^veli  as  u])on  each  individual  member. 

Pages  1.5  and  16  treat  of  “ Spexial  Votes,”  viz:  ' 

SPECIAL  VOTES. 

j^jj^i^-p.—This  Grand  Council  hereby  grants  to  the  state  of  Virginia  ty.'o 
State  Councils — the  one  to  be  located  in  Eastern  and  the  other  in.  Western 
'VTiginia,  the  Riue  Ridge  mountains  being  the  geographical  line  between  the 
two  jurisdictions. 

Second. — 7’he  prcsideiit  shall  have  power,  till  the  next  session  of  the 
Grand  -Council,  to  grant  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  State,  District  or 
Territorial  Councils,  in  form  most  agreeabie  to  his  own  discretion,  upon  appli- 
cation beiiig  made.  ‘ ■ 

IhiiRD. — The  delegates  from  the  several  states,  districts  or  territories,  wlio 
were  elected  for,  or  in  attendance  upon,  tliis  Grand  Council,  shall  hold  their 
scats  for  one  year  ; and  tim  State,  District  or  Territorial  Councils  are  h.ereby 
authorized  to  till  up’  their  respective  delegations;  provided,  tiiut  when  there 
arc  two  or  more  organi/alions'  in  anyone  state,  distiict  or  teiTitorv',  the  dele- 
gation shall  be  chosen  after  the  union,  as  provided  for  by  the  Con.stitution  of 
tlii-  Grand  Council. 

FounTtf. — The  next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Council  shall  be  bclden  at 
Cincinnati  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  November,  18.54,  at  3 o’clock,  P.  d.L 

Fifth. — kles.-rs.  D , of  New  Jersey,  D and  S , 

of  hlassachusetts,  are  a]<poirited  a committee  to  examine,  revise,  correct, 
and  prepare  for  puMication,  tlm  com-iitLition,  general  rules  and  retrulations, 
and  c-pechil  votes  of  the  Grand  Council,  with  a list  of  the  ofiicers  and  mem- 
bers, with  their  autograph  a hlress  in  full,  and  the  states,  districts  or  terri- 
tories tliey  represeuT,  amd  sucii  other  necessary  m.atters  as  m.av'  be  deemed 
expedient  onfi  judicious  to  rniblish.  and  forward  tlie  same  to  the  printer: 
when  issued,  to  the  rnimber  of  live  lu.mdred.  a copy  to  be  sent  to  each  nsem- 
ber  of  this  Grand  C>juncii,  and  the  residue  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  [-•resident. 

RITUAL. 

FiirST  DEOREE  COUXCIL. OUTSIDE. 

.ILosLA. — Gentlemen  : Are  you  candidates  for  admission  to  this  organiza- 
tion ? [ Each  answ  ers.  “ I am.”  I 

JlhrJiffL — Before  proceedlntr  further  it  i;>  necessary  that  you  take  an  obli- 
gation of  secrecy. 

x\ro  von  willine:  to  ‘ake  such  an  obUefation  ? f‘*  I am.”l 

J\IarshnI. — You  will  now  [dace  your-f  Ives  in  a piasitioii  to  receive  it.  Fi’o- 
sifinn. — Place  the  rlgl  t Inmd  on  tin-  tlr-ly  Bi^dc  and  Cro-nl 

ObUu-aii'.'H. — do  solcmuiy  swear  - upon  this  xloly  Bible  and  CTo.-s, 

*lri.  cQ=;es  wliere  candidates  are  known  to  he  con.'^cientious  about  takincr  .an  oatli,  /t  ry 
may  bo  allowed  to  ituke  S'dinn ti  a.irunuatio'U — tiu.s  i;ro\ ijion  to  be  undej'stuod  ii5  apniymg 
whenever  necessary  in  either  obligation. 
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Almli?:]it3'  Cod  and  these  witnesses,  that  you  will  not  divultre  any 
n 'lion  now  nTOD'v^od  to  you,  whether  you  become  a member  of  this  org-aii- 
/■'ition  or  not,  and  tb.at  you  Vv'ill  never,  imder  any  circrmmtances,  mention 
ji  name  of  any  person  or  persons  you  see  presciit,  nor  tliat  you  know  such. 

, x'r.;aniza:ion  t*'  be  in  existeiice,  and  that  you  will  true  answers  make  to 
everv  rpnestion  a-ked  }’ou  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  belief;  so  help 
\ ; i , S ( ( o d . ‘ ‘ I d o,  . J 

yVrv/  Qif.estion. — Are  you  twenty-one  years  of  age?  [“  T am.”J 
Srro^id  Q>i€sUoa. — Do  }'ou  bplicve  in  the  existence  of  a Supreme  Being, 
fi;c  (,'reatar  and  Preserver  of  the  Univ0r>e.  and  that  an  oldigation  at  this 
lii'iie  taken  will  be  binding  upon  }'ou  throu'^rh  life?  [“1  do.”J 

Third  Question, — \Vere  you  born  within  the  limits  or  under  the  jurisdic- 
t;:>n  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriva?  [“I  wasA] 

Fourth  Q.iesfion, — In  religious  belief  are  you  a Boinan  Cliatholic  ? 

i'-h:'.] 

Fifth.  Qnesiio7i. — Have  you  or  have  you  not  been  reared  under  Protestant 
u'.fluence?  f Yes,”  or  “ Nod ’] 

Sixth  Question . — Are,  or  were,  either  of  your  parents  Boman  Catliolic  in. 
rcd'gioim  belief  r - f”  Nod'] 

Seventh  Question. — If  married,  is  your  wife  a Roman  Catholic?  [*‘No,” 
or  ‘Y’es,” — the  answer  to  be  valued  as  the  Constitution  of  the  State  Council 

iF'rhih  Question. — Are  you  willing  to  use  your  influence  and  vote  only 
for  native  born  American  citizens  for  all  the  ofrlces  of  honor  or  trust  in  the 
L'dt  of  tfie  people,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  foreigners  and  aliens,  and  of  Rorrian 
Catholics  in  particular,  anti  without  regard  to  party  predilections  ? [‘-1  amd'] 

IXSIPE, 

T,.fr.rsha/. — Worthy  Pre.sident:  I have  examined  these  candidates,  and 
dadirng  them  duly  qualified,  present  them  for  obligation.  [If  the  eiunnijvdiori 
i-i  the  nnir-roor-i  o'orc  eridenee  of  even  partial  objection  to  any  candidate  the 
TIarshaJ  shoatd  staje  it  to  the.  President,  before  introducing:  the  candidaies. \ 
President. — Sly  frieud.s:  Previous  to  ^'cur  uniting  with  and  becoming 
rur-rnbeus  of  tidis  organization,  it  will  be  necessary  feu’  you  to  take  U[)on  your- 
t'vt'.  es  a .‘olernn  obligation — one  which  \ve  have  all  taken  and  intcuid  sacredly 
to  beep  througlj  liie.  It  will  not  conilict  with  the  duties  you  owe  to  your- 
•■<d.vcs,  your  familie'-',  your  country,  or  your  Gocl.  Vvath  thi.s  assurance  are 
wiilirpg  to  proceeci  ? rCacli  answers,  '-I  am.”] 

OTiiyation. — You  and  eacli  of  you.  of  your  own  free  wall  and  accord,  in 
’d.'sc  pre.-ence  of  Almighiy  (dod  an-i  these  witnesses,  your  riglit  hand  resting 
a t!dm  I-ioly  Bible  and  Cross,  and  your  left  hand  raised  towards  Heaven, 
■n  if  if  be  preferred,  your  left  haiui  resting  on  vour  brea-t  and  j'our 'rig-ht 
ind  raised  towai'ls  Heaven,)  in  tokvn  of  your  sincerity,  do  solemrdiy 
r r ani-li  and  swear"'  that  you  will  not  make  known  to  OiVv  per.-on  or  persons 
-ay  of  the  sign-u  secrets,  mysteries,  or  objects  of  tlii.-'  organization,  unle.'S 
it  b*'"  to  tliose  vvdiom,  after  dm3  »'xaminGtion,  or  lawful  ijt formation,  you 
'■-d.l  find  1,0  bo  meiVibers  of  tldis  organizatiun  in  good  staiiding;  that  you  wnll 
not  rut,  carve,  print,  paint,  stamp,  stain,  or  in  any  way,  diiectly  or  indi- 
w' expose  aiiv  of  ihu  secrets  or  oiq(  cts  of  this  order,  nor  suffer  it  to  be 
'■  •ne  liv  others.  If  in  v'our  powor  to  prevent  it,  unh^^^s  it  be  for  otlicial  in- 
■t'urfK ,u  ; tliat  .SO  long  as  you  aie'  ronnected  with  tins  orgiiniznti'm.  it  not 
' d n'ly  cisni;.— ed  fVc) ;n  it,  you  will,  in  ail  tilings,  pohiic.d  or  social,  -o  i.ir 
' ’ iH  order  is  concerned,  comj/lv  uith  the  will  of  the  majority,  when  ex- 
i'S-ed  ill  a lawful  manner,  though  it  inay  conilict  with  your  personal 
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preference,  so  lon;^  as  it  Joes  not  conflict  ■'.vith  the  Grand,  State  or  SuLordi. 
irate  Constitutions,  the  Constitutioii  ot  the  Cnited  States  ot  Arnenca,  or  tiiat 
of  tlie  State  in  vlach  vou  reside;  and  that  you  will  not,  under  any  circum- 
stances vvijatever,  knowingly,  recommend  an  unworthy  person  for  initi-dion. 
nor  sUifer  it  to  be  done,  if  in  your  power  to  pro  vent' it.  You  fuithenriore  prou;- 
ise  and  fiechirc  that  you  will  not  vote,  nor  give  your  influence  for  any  man 
for  aT)V  cilice  in  tlic  gift  of  the  people,  unless  he  be  an  Amciican  born  citizen, 
in  faVor  of  Americans  born  ruling  America,  nor  if  he  be  a Roman  Catholic, 
and  that  you  wilt  not,  under  any  circumstances,  expose  the  name  of  any 
inem!>er  of  this  order,  nor  reveal  the  existence  of  such  an  organization.  To 
all  the  foregoing  you  bind  yourselves,  under  the  no  less  penalty  than  that  of 
bemg  expelled  from  this  order,  and  of  having  your  name  itosled  and  circula-' 
ted  throughout  all  the  dhierent  councils  of  the  United  States  as.  a perjurer 
and  as  a traitor  to  God  and  your  country,  as  a l)eing  unfit  to  be  employed  and 
trn."ied,  countenanced  or  supported  in  any  business  transaction,  as  a person 
unworthy  tlie  confidence  of  ail  good  men,  and  as  one  at  yvhom  the  fiU2:er 
of  scorn  should  ever  be  pointed.  So  help  you  God ! [Each  answers 
“ 1 do.”] 

Prrsif/rrJ. — Worthy  Marshal:  You  will  now  present  the.'.e  brother.s  to  the 
Secretary  t'lat  he  may  record  th«_ir  names  and  residences ; which  being  done, 
you  will  present  them  to  the  Instructor  for  final  instruction. 

PiLirshcL — Ys’orthy  Instructor:  By  direction  of  the  VTorthy  President.  I 

jU-e:-eni  to  you  these  brothers  for  final  in:itructions,  they  having  signed  the 
con.'litutioii. 

Instructor . — Brothers:  At  the  outer  door  you  wdll  make  any  ordinary 
alarm.  'When  the  wicket  is  opened,  you  will  a-k  what  is  the  pass  ? Tim 
r;ut>ide  sentinel  will  reiily,  give  it — when  you  wnll  give  the  term  pass,  and 
be  admitted  to  the  ante-room.  You  will  then  proceed  to  the  inner  door  and 
give  one  rap.  Wh.en  the  wicket  is  opened,  give  your  name,  the  number  of 
your  counril,  the  explanatio.a  of  the  terrn-p.ass,  and  the  degree  pass-word, 
if  the-e  be  found  correct,  on  bv 'ng  reported  to  the  vice-pi'e^ident  you  will 
be  admitted  to  the  council.  You  will  then  proceed  to  the  centre  of  the  room, 
and  addrf's>  the  pre.ddent  with  the  countersign,  wdiich  is  performed  thiw— - 
[Pav/T’a// — the  riglit  hand  pdaced  on  the  heart  and  cpiickiy  withdrawn,  the 
person  remaining  perfectly  erect.]  VvBien  this  salutation  is  recognised,  you 
Will  turn  to  the  uce-president  and  address  him  in  the  same  manner,  who  will 
also  r*mly.  You  will  then  quietly  take  your  seat.  Tlfis  sign  is  peculiar  to 
this  de-ui'e,  and  i>  never  to  be  used  out.-ide  of  the  council  icom.  'When 
retiring,  you  will  addre.-^s  the  oilicers  in  the  same  manner,  and  also  give  th-5 
derree  [>a=:s-woi-d  to  th.e  inside  sentinel. 

d'he  if  rm  pass-word  is ,[_the  word  to  he  csiablishrd  by  each  stai* 

co'incit for  ih  rey.wciivc  Subordinates.]  The  explanation  of  the  term  per-s.  to 

bf*  u cd  at  the  iumu-  door,  i" , [to  be  established  In/  each  state,  h'r.i 

Tiiv  /u,'.v,y-?x’C/rb  is  twenty-one.  Tlie  traveling  pass-v:ord  and  explana- 

iioa,  : v.  hicli  is  changed  annually  by  the  grand  president,  and  which  is  iwed 
tmly  wlmn  tlie  bi’other  is  traveling  beyond  tlie  jnrisdlciion  of  his  own  state, 
distri  't  or  territory,)  is  lorktown — the  place  of  hnal  victory. 

'fhe  .sign  of  recognition  is  by  placing  the  index  finger  of  the  right  hand  i.o 
the  space  between  ihe  buttons  ot  the  coat,  ve:^t  or  skirt,  and  elevating  th'' 
tliumb.  Tlie  answer  is  given  by  placing  the  thumb  of  the  right  hand  in  IIjU 
*arne  jilaci*. 

Tiie  grip  Is  given  in  tlie  form  of  a ladvhs  slight  shake  of  the  iiand.  by 
briniring  the  three  fingers  of  tlie  right  hand  iido  sudi  a position  as  to  bring 
the  tliumb  sliglitly  ujion  the  nail  of  the  n iddh;  finger,  dro[.i.>iiig  :iie  liami  iu.- 
mediately,  when  tlie  following  conversalioa  ensues — the  challenging  par'Y 
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first  sayins;  what  time?  I'he  answer,  time  for  work.  Then  the  response-— 
ore  you,  followed  by  the  rejoinder,  we  are. 

Ihihlic  notice  for  inas'^  rnectipi2;'^  is  given  by  means  of  a right  angle  triangu- 
lar piece  of  paper,  [a  diagram  is  here  given,]  white  in  color.  If  informa- 
tion is  wanted  of  the  object  of  the  gathering,  or  of  the  place,  Ike.,  tlic  inquirer 
wilt  ask  of  an  iindoiibled  brother  only,  liave  you  seen  SAhl  to-day?  The 

reply  will  be  go  to  ^ — , at o’clock,  A piece  of  paper  of  the 

same  ^hape,  red  in  color,  will  signify  suspected  danger,  if  the  color  is  red, 
with  an  etp.iilateral  triangular  pl^'ce  cut  out,  thus:  [a  diagram  is  here  given] 
it  will  denote  actual  trouble,  which  requires  that  you  come  prepared  to  meet 
it. 

Brothers,  you  are  now  initiated  into  and  made  acquainted  with  the  work 
and  organization  of  a council  of  this  degree  of  llie  order;  and  here,  upon 
tlic  threshold  of  our  institution,  with  the  remembrance  of  your  solemn  obli- 
gation fre.v!i  upon  us  ail,  we  extend  to  you  the  welcome  and  the  sympathies 
of  lionest  and  patriotic  hearts.  In  becoming  members  of  this  order,  we  do 
not  compel  you  to  act  with  us  against  your  better  judgment ; and  should  you 
at  an}'  time  whh  to  v/itlidraw.  from  con'mientious  scruples,  it  will  be  our 
dufy  to  grant  you  a disnu'ssion  in  good  faith. 

It  has  no  doubt  been  long  apparent  to  you,  brothers,  that  foreiiTn  influence 
and  Roman  Cathoiicisrn  have  been  making  steady  and  alarming  progress  in 
our  country.  You  cannot  have  failed  to  ob.-:erve  the  rrigniticant  transition  of 
the  foreign  born  and  Romanist  from  a character  quiet,  retiring  and  even 
abject,  to  one  bold,  threatening,  turbitlent,  and  even  despotic  in  its  appear- 
ance and  as'Umptions,  You  must  have  become  alarmed  at  the  systematic 
and  rapidly  augmenting  power  of  these  dangerous  and  unnatural  elements  of 
our  natiojial  condition.  So  it  is,  brothers,  with  othcr:^  beside^  yourselves,  in 
every  sta.te  of  the.  Union.  A sense  of  danger  has  .struck  the  gi'eat  heart  of 
the  nation.  In  every  city,  town  and  hamlei  the  danger  ha.s  been  seen  and 
the  alarm  sonnded.  And  hence  true  men  have  devised  tlus- order  as  a means 
cf  disseminating  patriotic  principles,  of  keeping  alive  the  lire  of  nation-al 
virtue,  of  fo-tering  the  national  intelligence,  and  of  advancing  America  and  tlie 
American  in.terest  on  the  one  side,  and  on  the  other  of  checking  the  stride 
of  the  foreigner  or  alien,  of  thwarting  the  machinations  and  subverting  the 
deadly  plans  of  the  Jesuit  and  Papist. 

SECOND  DEGREE  COUNCIL. 

^MarshaJ. — Vforthy  Bresident : These  brothers  having  been  duly  elected 
to  tlie  *2d  degree  of  this  orde';,  I present  them  before  vou  for  obligation, 

Vresiderii. — Brotheix  : Y'Ui  will  place  your  left  hand  upon  your  right 

breast,  and  extend  your  right  hand  towards  the  flag  of  our  country  prepara- 
torv  to  obligation.  \Eack  Coitncil  room  should  have  a neat  America  a flag 
festooned  over  the  Tdaiform.  of  the  Preside7if.~\ 

OhJi'ra! ion.— You,  and  each  of  yoii,  of  your  own  free  will  an:l  accord,  in 
the  presence  of  Almightv  God  and  these  w itnesses,  vour  left  hand  resting  on. 
your  right  breast,  and  your  right  hand  extended  to  tlic  flag  of  your  country, 
do  most  solemnly  and  .-incereiy  swear  timt  you  will  not,  under  any  circum- 
ptanccs,  disclose  in  any  manner,  nor  suffer  it  to  be  done  by  others  if  in  your 
f'Owcr  to  prevent  it,  llie  name,  .-'igns.  pass-words,  or  other  secrets  of  this  oo- 
gree  ; that  vou  will  in  all  things  coiiform  to  all  the  rules  and  n-guiations  of 
tins  order,  and  to  the  Constitution  and  l-’y-Bows  of  this  or  any  oilier  Council 
to  which  you  mav  he  attacle-d,  -a  imig  as  they  do  not  conllict  w itii  the  Con- 
stitution of  tlie  United  States,  nor  that  id'  die  .state  in  whicli  yon  re-ifle  : tluit 
you  will,  under  all  circumstauaw,  if  in  your  power  so  to  do,  ati(md  all  regular 
^•igns  aihl  su^nmon^cs  that  may  be  thrown  or  sent  out  bv  a b”(')r!'er  ol  t?ii-  or 
sny  oilier  degree  of  thia  order;  that  you  will  support  in  all  political  matters, 
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for  all  political  oflices  *2(1  degree  niernbers  of  this  order,  providing  it  be  necessa- 
ry for  the  American  interest:  that  if  it  rnny  be  done  Jcgahy,  yon  wiil,  Vv  r,cj’, 
elected  to  an  v uiiice  remove  all  foreigners,  aliens  or  i\cman  Catholics  from  office, 
and  that  you  v;i!)  in  no  case  appoint  such  to  cilice.  All  this  you  promi-e. 
and  declare  on  your  lionor  as  Americans  to  sustain  and  abitle  by  'without  rmv 
hesitation  or  nicntal  reservation  whatever.  So  help  you  God,  and  keep  you 
steadfa-i!  f'Eadi  will  answer,  “I  do.”] 

J^rcsident. — brother  Mar.MuiI : You  will  now  present  the  brothers  to  the 
Instructor  for  f nal  instructiori  in  this  degree  of  the  order. 

el/cn-vY/./.—, Brother  instructor:  By  direction  of  our  worthy  President,! 

present  tiiese  brothers  before  you  thutt  you  may  instruct  them  in  the  secrets 
and  mysteries  of  the  second  degree  of  tlie  order. 

[.'istrucior. — Brothers  : in  this  degree  we  have  an  enteritig-sign  and  coun- 
ter-sitrn.  Pit  the  outer  door  proceed  tliC  sasne  as  in  t.he  first  degree.  Pit  the 
inn^m  door  3 011  wilt  make  too  di.-linct  ra[)s  and  proceed  as  in  the  first  degree, 
giving  the  second  degree  pas^-vrord,  which  is  seventy-six,  instead  of  tlmfc  of 
the  first  degree.  Jf  found  to  be,  correct,  you  will  then  be  admitted,  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  centre  of  the  fioor,  giving  the  counter-.sign,  which  is  made  thus: 
PosTTiox. — Place  the  left  haml  ui)on  the  tigh;  breast,  the  riglit  hand  ex- 
tended towards  tiie  llag  of  our  conntiyy,  vrhich  should  be  suspended  over  the 
platform  of  the  President.  When  recognized,  you  will  quietly  take  3'cui 
seat. 

Brothers,  you  are  now  duly  initiated  into  tliis,  the  second  degree  of  the 
order.  Renewing  the  congrc.tulations  which  w-e  extended  to  3'cu  upon  your 
admission  the  first  degree,  we  admonish  v'ou  every  tie  that  may  move 
v(m  as  patriots  to  aid  ns  in  ofir  eiTorts  to  restore  the  political  institutions  of 
(Uir  coemnw  t:'>  their  original  nurit}'.  Begin  with  the  youth  of  our  land. 
Pefresli  their  minds  with  the  histo:-y  of  our  countiw,  the  glorious  battles  and 
the  brillicmt  acts  of  patriotism,  which  is  our  common  iiihei itance.  Point 
them  to  tim  wise  saem:;  and  the  profound  statesmen  who  founded  our  ?;ovem- 
ment.  Jmti!  in‘o  their  bosoms  an  ardent  love  for  the  Phiiou.  Aubove  nil 
elvj,  keep  alive  in  their  heart.s  t'te  memory,  the  maxims  and  the  deathless 
exampde  of  our  illustrious  !Va."liington. 

P)r()thers,  recalling  to  your  minds  (he  solemn  obligations  avliich  3-011  have 
severali}'  taken  in  this  and  tlie  fir-t  degree,  I now  ]monounce  a'ou  entitled  to 
all  the  pri\i!exes  of  rnemibership  in  tiiis  organization,  and  the  Pre.-ident — 
v.'ho  ALOXE  is  enritled  to  communicate  it,-~~wiii  inform  you  of  the  name  of 
tlie  order. 

President. — Broth.ers  : You  are  members  in  full  feUow.'-hip  of  The  Supreme 
Ctrder  of  the  Star  Spangled  Banner. 


KNO^V-XOTHIXGISYI  AX  ALIAS  OX  FELELALISW. 

No  char-ge  wm;  more  powerfulK*  uryeJ,  or  made  a deeper  impresn’on  upon 
the  popular  rsiind  in  Abrginia,  during  tlie  canvass  we  are  delineating,  ih  ui 
that  the  Know-Xodiimr  pari)'  was  but  a new  form  of  the  old  protean  part}' 
of  Federalists.  IVe  shall  not  undertake  to  rim  over  the  proofs  that  w(  re 
addtmed  in  sunport  of  this  c's-rge.  But  the  idrcntitv*  of  the  Lnovr-Nothing 
doctrines,  of  religious  intoiorunce  and  proscription  of  foreigners,  with  tlic 
leading  tenets  of  the  original  F''dcral  partvx  is  so  striking  and  piilnahle,  that 
we  insert  here  from  the  lliclimoiid  Lxarnirier  of  February  20,  Iboo,  repub- 

* 


r 


'ii 


■I 


^Ar''  * 


,r.  x-n^«  M H ,v.l»i«*  M'Ij  1h  siorinr>in  noi^isb  tS  t»wlil<^U«  to} 

A .',»  . MY  .YlWlisl  YO"l)  6d  v«nt  ti  ■«■  t/'dt  J nS-Hi^wA  siU  toI  y;! 

♦>n'»  '.Hlijft  W.)  (Ti^iti'51  nuittlbi  iiolilk  ayooiMi  9,)i.l>iXd«  “* 


a. I V.1-/  <:>ii  nvv  o«  liao.  li.-Uifin  ««5  <>ii  nr  11^  i<»x  kVf*  J>ne 

Vtt.  -Id/;.*  fitt  riww<*4;j  w/wri 


IK.V  Um  ^KV#  (^ik 


nwiartiitm  U-intMcno 
^ ('**.ob  I ''  Hi 

aVjfcfS  >>  (u  p.<?fJw>uu  j«ijA  •w^  ioio^nt«iil 

tjo ,.vi.  ^ru  rM  ‘ *>n 

^ .n-»feo  '>»!)  *lo  '.‘♦it  lo  t.aa9)fix*^i  bfla^ 

)%i<t  0*  ^ bujR  tqin  JtioiKib.Oi/l  li*vf  «c»‘'i;  loob  r)ftoi 

ill  twli  k;  »i  ♦i^rtd  jy 

iijcr;  oilAl  iU-vj*  v imW'l  .JadU««o:3'i  m 

adt  1o  oy^*}h  is#  ,s*iii»>Wai  woo  C 

wo\  felVv»  >W  •'■  -^5  ™ 


.ftr»‘/o;a  ?tj<v  biiw  b«« 

U,^  >^rf|  !#■ 

©<ki5-l' 'b(!iip  fofti/ijiirtll' 


.AnM  pi  ^iiH% 

■to»tpa«>n  '10  MX  W^i 


ut  ■ . ' * ^ *■' 


V.*.l? 


* 


''  »:  B'  • -jj^  ■ “ .. 

i‘ib  f wi'tuir'j  orfi  joiiMb  ^mitpn  01 


I9W  fVOr*-^.^,*<'*y::'. .*-  - - v ■.  „•'  a . c.  , . .. 

«s^#i  4Hjftf.:^oii‘')b  jnnMb  r^hitpU  in  3« 

0te^[>&oiirV  ® 

V '..»<»  Ajh.,.-sr{  *!i»  Jsy*.  nih '•t  9duh'>b»«l ■ JlsrfeB  W jjiKtUYsba < 1o  ^ 
9n»t  iWw  f»TOttj!9J/4  to  »vi:«ii»krK(  1»B*  aoiiiii^ni  i’i/^i|»i  lo’*,»9oiY  *P  ’ ' 

k*  ial.i»«ife.jt.o*  --nmn  *><:{)  ,^(^1l..^  J^riaJwi’finisw  9'*' 

tt.  i?kj|L TrArlLnlj?*' ;-  .A 


'^m. 


li^hed  from  its  issue  of  September  12,  1854,  that  journal's  remarks  on  this 

Tilt:  Patermty’  of  Kaow-Xothrn'gis?'! — A Political  Chroxicle.— 
7'!ie  Democrailc  party  of  this  country  vcas  first  built  up  by  Jefferson  and 
oiadi'-on,  for  rhe  pur-pose  of  CiU.;Tirig  the  Federal  or  N-atiee  Aiiiei-ican  party, 
of  vrhicl)  Jo]}.!  Adams  wa-s  the  oiiicial  head.  Amative  Americanism,  la  what- 
ever name  or  under  wiratever  disguise  it  appears,  is  no  recent  thing  in  iltis 
coiuitry.  It  is  a hoary  and  oft  punished  abomination  of  tiie  Federal  party. 
()i>r}o.-'iiion  to  the  foreigner,  cruel,  iritoierant,  and  lawless,  has,  at  inter- 
vals, characterized  that  party  ever  since  1737.  It  is  true  that  t!ie  Federal 
party  bad  no  formal  exi.-'ience  at  that  time;  but  the  men  wlto,  a few  years 
afterwards,  became  the  leaders  of  the  Federal  • party  manifested  their  hos- 
iilit}'  to  foreign  born  citizens  during  the  deliberations  of  the  Convention 
wluch  framed  the  Con.-titution  of  the  United  States.  I'he  meti  wl;o  shaped 
and  ]mnned  tlie  odious  alieii  law,  sought  to  engraft  ''  Xativeism”  upon 
the  orgmiic  law  of  the  country. 

Tire  ol-adison  Papers  establish  the  fact  that  the  leading  Federal  memdoers 
of  tiie  Converiiion  of  17b7,  soug'it  eveiy  opportunit}'  for  excluding  tlie  for- 
eigner- from  the  most  valued  riglits  of  citizensliip.  Upoti  the  subject  of 
naturalization,  a majority  of  the  subsequent  leaders  of  this  party  avere  in 
favor  cf -a  proliibitory  period  of  twenty-one  vears.  Governcur  Plorris,  af- 
terwards tlie  Corypheus  of  Federalism,  was  the  leader  of  the  party  hostile 
to  all  foreigners  seekimj;  a refuge  in  xVmerica  ; whilst  James  iMadisoii  was 
the  leader  of  the  noble  party  which  proclaimed  in  the  Convention — and  that 
in  the  broaciestUen.-e — the  docti  ines  of  equal  rights  and  untrarameled  religious 
and  civil  liberty,  to  native  and  foreign  born  ciLizeiis.  Tliat  great  Virginian, 
whose  principles  now  form  the  basis  of  those  of  the  Democratic  party,  was 
thus  early  eidisted,  by  ail  the  sympathies  of  ills  generous  heart,  iii  defence 
of  tiie  poverty- -tricken,  the  oppressed,  the  persecuted  and  unfortunate  of 
every  clime.  The  uneivampled  growth  and  prosperi'-y  of  tills  republic  illu-- 
trates  the  wdsdorn  and  sagacity  cf  t'nose  noble  sympathies.  He  recognized 
and  proclaimed  tirat  aVmerica  was  forever  to  be  the  home  of  the  viclims  ci 
Eurotican  despoti-m,  religious  and  i)oliticai,  and  the  Constitution  stands  as 
the  “ Ark  and  Covenant’'"  of  the  solemn  pledges  of  our  lorefathers.  The 
great  principles  of  republicanewa  taught  Jeiterson,  Fladison  and  T\'as]iington 
the  propriety  and  wise  policy  of  extending  to  respcct-able  foreign  emigrnnts 
that  protection  and  those  prii  ileges  which  would  bind  them  by  the  ties  of 
gratitude  and  atiection  to  the  land  of  their  adoption.  This  they  con-idered 
better  than  having  in  our  midst  a class  of  discontented,  restless  persons,  des- 
titute of  all  those  pciiticai  privileges  which  constitute  the  jn-ide  of  an 
American  citizen.  Evidences  of  this  spiirit  of  Catholic  humanity,  as  well 
as  of  stales:ma:ilike  sagacity,  are  everywhere  to  be  found  in  the  debates  of  the 
Uonventioa  cT  17S7.  d’hus,  in  i!ie  ddadimn  Papers,  page  1300  : 

‘m\]r.  Madison  w i-hed  to  maintain  the  character  of  jibcr.dity  which  had 
been  professed  in  ail  the  constitutions  and  publications  of  America.  He 
wi'lted  to  in\ite  foreigners  of  merit  and  republican  prlnci[)les  among  us. 
'fhat  part  of  ^Vrneric-a  which  bad  encouraged  them  most,  had  adsamo’d 
mo.'t  rapidly  in  populaPon,  agriculture  and  the  arts.” 

Contra.'t  this  iioble  end  benevolent  language  with  tliat  of  a leading  Fe.l- 
e-alist,  who,,  with  alt  he  stupidity  and  bigotry  of  his  party,  opposed  the 
pr'Jectlon  of  ail  forelg;.  born  citizens. 

ndr.  Morri-:  said.  MiiU.^Gn  ikipeio,  page  1277 : 

“ As  to  the  citizens  of  tlie  world  (emigrants)  he  did  not  wisli  to  see 
thorn  in  our  councils.  He  would  not  trust  them.  The  men  who  shake 
oil  their  attaciiments  to  tiicir  mother  country  can  never  love  another.” 
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This  is  bnpluase  with  Tvhicli  none  but  a Federalist,  disgusted  with  repub- 
licanism, could  haee  insuUed  a convention  of  jxitriots  and  b.eroes,  v.  lio  v.  ere 
fresh  from  battle  field.-',  where  Uie  great  stnig<;]e  was  to-  “ s/t(/ke  off’’  an  e.n- 
natura!  and  opi'ncssive  mother  country.  And  in  this  evtraet  we  have  the - 
pum  and  sub.'lance  of  lliat  senseless  and  brutal  lio--tiIi{y  which  ihiC  Federal 
party  practiced,  under  all  its  names  and  disguises,  from  1787  to  1S55.  d’ho 
mere  {'act  ot’  emigration,  not  the  vices  of  tiie  emigrant,  is  the  crime,  I'he 
oaths  of  naturalization  and  allegiance  violate  the  old  English  and  Federal 
doctrine  ot'  ‘-once  a subject,  always  a subject.''’  If  the  emigrant  has  been 
driven  awav  by  the  unjust,  crmd  laws,  or  iawlessness — as  the  case  may  be 
— of  the  moUiCr  coanlry  : if  he  has  been  imprisoned,  pillaged,  and  denied 
the  rigiit  of  worshiping  Ids  God  in  Ids  own  way,  by  the  same  mother  coun- 
tigv,  it  Is  stIU  a crime  for  him,  in  anotlicr’and  more  congenial  land,  to  niake 
that  oath  of  alFgiance  whicdi  a heart  overwhelming  with  gratitude  dictates. 
In  "a-eply  to  Mr.  Morrm’  dciuuiciatioa  of  foreign  citizens,  Mr.  Madi:on 
said  : . 

“ Ide  thought  any  rc-tflcfion.  however,  in  the  Constitution  imnc-res^ary 
and  impro[;er  ; unnecessary  because  the  National  Legislature  Is  to  have  tlie 
right  of  regulating  nature lizatioii  '*  — i!T:})roj.'er  because  it  will  give  a 
tliiclure  of  iltiberalih' to  the  Constllulion  ; because  it  will  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  the  National  Legisiature,  even  by  special  acts  of  naturalization; 
to  confer  u[)on  nicritorious  strangers  the  full  rank  of  citizenship:  and  be- 
cause it  will  discourag-e  the  iTio>t  desirable  class  of  peojile  fron^.  emigr.aiing 
to  the  United  States.  Should  the  proposed  Constitution  have  the  intended 
effect  of  giving  stability  and  reputation  to  our  government,  great  numbers  of 
re.'ptmtable  Europeans,  men  who  loved  ltherty,  and  wished  to  partake  of 
its  blessings,  would  be  reafiy'  to  traimfer  their  fortunes  hitiier.” — 

Papers,  pap^e 

The  leaders  of  the  Fc'deral  party  who  labored  to  convert  every  foreign 
emigrant  Into  a sort  of  llfdot,  andl  endeavored  to  perpetuaie  his  degradation 
by  registering  hi  the  organic  laws  of  the  Uidted  States  the  act  of  outlawrv, 
w^ere  not  disheartened  by  their  defeat  in  the  Convention  of  1787.  The 
journals  and  debates  of  tlie  first  and  second  Congress  after  the  adoption  and 
ratification  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  prove  that  when  the  naturalization 
laws  were  under  con--^ideration  and  discussion,  there  were  attempts  made  by 
tliose  who  at  a subsequent  p'^-ritvl  supported  John  Adams,  to  denv  all  emi- 
grants the  privilege'  of  becoming  citizens  for  twenty  years  after  their  arrival 
in  this  country.  Thu-,  again,  did  tlie  men  who  afterwards  aided  JetTerson 
and  Madison  in  cru>hing  the  alien  ami  .-edition  laws,  prevent  the  Federal 
p uty  from  intlicting  a grievous  wrong  upon  the  foreigner.s  who  had  .sought 
Ihi.s  country  to  enjoy  reiiyious  and  political  liberty.  From  the  baptismal 
font  of  tlie  Coimtitution  of  tiie  Unit(H.i  States  to  the  present  day,  tlie  Deme- 
cratic  party  iias  never  deserted  or  disregarded  the  rights  ot  the  respectable 
foreign  born  citizen. 

Hut  tl;e  intense  hatred  of  the  Federal  party  to  all  foreign  born  citizens 
trlumjihed  for  a brief  period  during  the  adnfmistration  of  Joim  Adams.  The 
oppo-'iiion  tv)  fon-ign  bora  citizens  ot  tlie  (kuited  .States,  manifested  by  a few 
leading  Fedcrali.-ts  during  IV  a--.bingt'  :ds  administration,  became  the  .settled 
policy  of  that  party  in  179(1.  Laws  were  pas-ed  du.fingthe  admini  dration  c f 
John  Arlarns  fr>r  the  oppre-'sion  and  rumi'hrnent  of  foreign  emigratits.  1\)  rea  ti 
andcrusli  the.--e  unhajirpv people,  the  Con-t;tii{!  m \v\\s  ^ iolated  by  the  pa.-s-age  of 
the  Alien  and  Sv^dition  liaws.  'fiie  only  o'  i-ct  of  the  law  a^ain-rt  alum--, 
and  tlic  principal  olijeci  rb'  th''  Seoitlvin  kLiW.  was  to  deny  -e.;'ident  a!i/ns 
and  foreign  born  citizens  the  rigists  of  naf  ve  born  A meriran-;.  These  laws 
were  aimed  especially  agaiiwt  German.  .French.  .Scotch.  Iri-h  and  Engii-li 
emigrants.  Tiiey  were  gcnuitie  nati\e  Atneiicaa  laws  for  the  persecution  of 


V . . V,  . i ■'  <«' 

’ I . .1  'irt  A ovfifl  bIiK»9  .itiHrernitt 


*>vfid  biiK»9 
,*Wy^  ohHI 

biw 

Vf  irtc  mfi* 

5j  vU  iiw«»  MWiJt  >«»»>wl««  otit  n-l^ 

-flv<o:>  loHtoin  o^«  »i!>  <’■'/'*  J”  «'•«.■ ’^.5’’  ’.! 

« ¥ I 'r  ^ .-.A.  ii. if*  ^*Arl  b»* 


- ■ ,,  ■ -!>  ■ -• 

rUh  IbV TXZ  yyjJw^'f  * lo  Jd8«^ 


4HQ4}WJ^* 


B Oj0f 


r«^>  f>d)fr 

lrtm«'t“<fe  v>H.-iM'^r  vJni'wWI  'jmwsto-ji^jB^  H?jr  ’/>  J ■ 


Uha«»Ji  wv»o>4irt -{Hmi  9.M1?. 


>;oiiib  ta  li^ho^  TdVi>fVvftJBtl 

^':  ffe  ■ '■  of  ■ £wjf ,^  ■■: 

> V >.  B liyi  btxmfnuitl  ^ . ) 


57 


born  citizens.  'The  Alien  law  enabled  the  President  to  arrest  a man 
net  onlv  withont  trial,  not  onj\'  without  corivlctioii,  not  only  without  certain 
iniormation,  but  upon  mere  suspicion,  and  when  anested,  to  send  hitr.  troni 
the  country  -or  cewt  him  into  pri^oa.  It  denied  Uje  right  of  trial  by  jury,  the 
privilege  r/i  habf'as  corpus — in  a word,  the  privileges  of  trial  wLidi  w-e  ex- 
tend to  tlie  vile.'t  negro.  The'other  law — tiiat  ogaitmt  sedition — was  intend- 
ed to  elosG  t’lc  moiUiis  of  the  pcojrle,  to  prevent  free  di-^cussioti,  rn  muzzle 
the  pre^s  to  check  the  constituent  from  commenting  upon  the  acts  of  fits 
representatives,  and  to  render  tlie  President  sacred  b}’  penal  enactnu; rds. 
Tire  humblest  mechanic,  or  editor,  who  should  express  in  |)!int  his  o[anion  of 
the  President  or  any  member  of  Congress,  charging  tijcm  with  faitrde'.'iiess 
in  tire  disciiarge  of  their  duties,  was  liable  nndcr  (lie  Sedfition  law,  to  im- 
prisonment and  a fine  of  two  thoimand  dollars.  Each  single  soul  within  the 
comirass  of  this'  Union,  native  or  ioreign  born,  great  or  small,  rich  or  |‘:oor, 
wiiO  uttered,  whisoered,  or  declared  anvUdng  coiitaining  a chai’''^-e  against  the 
Pre-^ident,  was  subject  to  the  penalties  of  this  abo'ninable  law*. 

"iVe  have  said  that  both  t!ie  Alien  and  the  Sedition  laws  were  intended  for 
llie  o])pression  of  foreign  born  citizens.  The  Alien  law  was  intended  to 
1,'car  upon  none  others  than  foreigners  ; the  Sedition  law,  as  Adams  well 
knew,  would  operate  expressly  against  tiiat  clas'^.  Druingtiie  admiiii.'tiation. 
of  John  Adani^g  the  brilliant  and  most  uncompromising  opponents  of  his 
unconstitutional  measures,  were  the  poiitical  refugees  from  oilier  countries. 
'These  men  ha.ving  suifered  froiu  the  oppression  of  monarciiical  laws  at  ierune, 
were  naturally  the  advocates  of  a republican  form  of  govenrment.  They 
believed  with  Thomas  Jeficrsori,  in  his  letter  to  nlazzei,  that  under  tiie 
blighting  influence  of  Federalism,— 

'■  Ti  the  pdace  of  that  noble  love  of  liberty  and  rejiiiblican  government  which 
carried  us  through  the  war,  an  Anglican  monardiicai  and  aristocratic  party  bad 
’sprung  up,  whose  avowed  object  is  to  draw  over  us  the  substance,  as  tliey 
liave  already  doom  the  powers,  of  tfie  British  government.’''  ‘ 

And  anotb.er  authority  informs  us  that: 

“ There  were  then  two  liundred  papers  published  in  tlie  United  States; 
one  handred  and  seventy-eight  were  in  favor  of  tlie  Federal  adniinlstraiioii  ; 
about  twetity-two  were  opposedi  to  the  measures  then  a;iopted.  and  a grr  ater 
portion  of  these  were  in  tite  hands  of  foreigners.'’ — JVilliams’  ^idmin'rrh'a- 
iio:i  of  JoJni  .'I dam.?,  p.  133. 

This  affords  a clue  to  the  secret  reasons  which  governed  the  Federal  party 
in  passing  the'Sedition  law.  It  was  to  crush  thc'e  twenty-two  independent 
presses — to  put  down  all  onpodtion  to  the  monarchical  and  unconstitutional 
proceedings  of  tlie  Executive  and  a corrupt  !eg;^iature.  The  fir.-t  prosecu- 
tions under  this  act  were  of  four  editors,  three  of  whom  weie  f creicners. 
I'he  treatment  of  Uallender.  Cooper,  Lyon  and  Holt,  turni-'h  thiC  best  com- 
rnentary  upon  the  .Sedition  law.  Peters.  L’eiieil,  CLddison,  atul  Cha-e.  were 
the  judic'iai  blood-hounds  let  loose  upon  tiiO'C  foreign  born  .Lemocratic  edi- 
tors. J\Ir.  Lyoij,  an  intelligent  Engli-bman.  in  a Democratic  paper,  c.ailed 
‘■'The  Time-ihece,”  spoke  of  ‘‘  tlie  ridiculous  pomp,  idle  parade,  and  seltUh 
avarice”  of  .lolin  Adams, — t Wood’s  Suppi  essml  HisLory  of  Adams’  Admin- 
’.'■tration,  page  Idl.)  — Ho  wan  arrested,  tried  and  convicted  hv  a packed 
jury,  and  .Judge  Iredell,  after  commenting  upon  the  heinous  crime  of  ridi- 
culing tlie  President,  pas  md  sentence  : 

“Thai  you  1^6  imprisot  ed  four  months  for  tlie  costs  of  this  trial,  ciid  fined 
one  thou.'ami  doiIar<.” — Iv'h  -rloii?  Slate  'D-iaL-  of  {he  S,,  337. 

“3  his  unfortiinatc  man  v a.-  Jicn  conducted  out  of  court  aud  t'’>v.>wu  inu>  a 
dungeon  -ix  feet  square,  wimre  he  was  left  to  starve  during  a rig^u’ous  win- 
P'i"-'’- — IToo'/’s  So'pprps.'^prJ  I/isfori/,  7vore  lot.i, 

Pfe  might  multiply,  if  it  was  necessary,  the  cases  of  cruel  pro.secutlon  and 
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persecution  piacliced  by  the  Federal  judn;es  and  Federal  oilicers  upon  our  for- 
eign born  citizens  during  the  administration  of  Adams.  They  weie  hui-d.ed 
by  ouicia!  blood-hounds,  reniorscless  as  Mohaavks,  convicted  by  packed  juries, 
and  senteiu’cd  by  judges  as  corrupt  as  Jeffries. 

These  were  the  blessings,  this  the  proiocsion  aiibrded  to  forciu'n  born  citizens 
by  tin,;  Federal  Vv'hig  adminisTration  of  Jolrn  Adams.  Aii  tlie  povrer,  all  the 
influence  of  that  administration,  avere  directed  against  the  foreigners  y ho 
souglit  reUige  in  this  country  after  the  levolution— for  they  vrere  Democrats. 
Thev  took  gi'ounds  for  Thomas  Jeilerson,  and  against  the  Federal  paire,  and 
they  were  hunted  down  for  tliis  crime,  as  if  they  had  been  beasts  of  prey, 
and  unworthy  of  the  protection  which  the  negro  now  enjoys. 

They  were  torn  from  their  homes  at  tire  discretion  cn'  the  President,  and 
the  social  rights  of  freemen,  open  accusation,  habeas  corpus,  and  trial  by  jury, 
denied.  They  were  incarcerated  if  they  dared  to  arraign  a public  okicer  lor 
political  Tuisdeeds. 

The  Native  American  party  of  the  days  of  John  Adams  was  more  respecta- 
ble, both  in  numbers  and  measures,  than  any  that  has  since  existed,  it  had  for 
its  leaders  nearly  all  the  educated  aristocratic  members  of  liiai  Federal  party 
wiiich,  during  George  Washington's  eight  years^  administration,  was  omnipotent 
in  the  United  States.  It  had  the  pre.rtige  of  education,  wealth,  talent.  pc>i- 
lion,  oliice.  and  members.  It  is  idle,  to  suprsose  that  an;;  subsequent  orgaci- 
zation  of  Native  Americans,  under  any  name  or  disgui-e,  will  ever  equal  in 
stroiigtii  or  influence  the  Native  American  organization  of  1796.  The 
I'.ud  for  its  executive  head  a patriot  of  the  revolution,  John  Prdams  ; the 
la.'t  has  for  its  head  the  drunken  senator  in  Congre.ss  of  OLie  of  the  srmaiie'^t 
Flates  in  the  I'riion.  So  odious  did  Native  Americanism  become  in  ISOO, 
that  Pm  Democratic  party,  formally  orgamirted Ujr.ly  two  years  beibre — led  on 
by  two  g;reat  Yirginitins — crushed  the  party  that  originated  tlie  Pvlien  and 
Smhtion  laws,  and  elevated  Jeferson  to  tlie  Presidency.  The  present  Demo- 
cratic poirty  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  vepcalicig  tlie  Alien  and  Sedition 
laws.  ''Justice  to  the  oppressed  foreigners,”  was  the  cry  of  tlie  Demociaiic 
ina--;es  wi'io  rallied  to  the  resolutions  of  179S~’9n.  Those  resolutions  the 
lK,Lt?-mal  Democratic  party  imanimousiy  endorsed  at  Baltimore  in  1S5’2. 

Ti:e  Old  Dominion,  God  bless  her,  evmm  true-  to  the  Constitiuion,  was  frst 
to  rni.-c  the  battle-cry  in  defence  of  persecuted  foreigners,  who  were  every 
wbr-re  fdlin_r  victims  to  the  Alien  and  Sedition  laws. 

liio  \ irginia  resolutions  of  ’9S  and  '99,  and  the  report  of  James  hJadi- 
eon  III  tfifur  vindication,  prove  this.  The  following  constitutes  the  fourth  of 
the  .-'eric  - : ' 

“ 1 uat  the  General  Pv.ssembly  doth  particularly  protexst  against  the  palpable 
and  alarmiiig  infracilous  of  the  Coimtitution  in  tiic  tvo  late  cases  of  tl'.e 
Alien  an.di  Sedition  acts,  passed  at  the  late  session  of  Congress:  the  frst  of 
y.Iuc!!  e\erci:-es  a povver  delegated  to  tme  Federcd  govei'n'mciu.  ami  vrliich. 
bv  muhng  leA-laiive  and  judicial  powers  to  theme  of  the  FxecuUve,  uitedy 
sui'.wcmls  tlic  gene! al  principle  of  a free  govcnir^nmt  as  well  as  the  p.iviicui;; 
org.!.m/atii)n  and  j-'o-itive  provisions  of  l.h.e  F’ederai  Con-tPutlon ; and  tie' 
othvT  ot  Wibicn  act.-  exercises  a power  not  delegated  bv  the  Con.-titiitiori ; 
power  which,  more  than  any  other,  otixht  to  excite  unusual  alarm,  because 
it  is  heeled  aganmt  tint  rieht  of  freely  e.vmuinlr'.g  public  riicas-m-es  a:id 
character,  which  h.rs  e mr  been  jtt.-tly  deemed  the  onlv  cifectual  guardian  et 
every  other  right.” 

The  bth  of  the  .serie  is  nej  le.ss  emphatic.  Speaks  of  the  Alien  and  Seu;- 
lion  lii/'A's  as 

‘‘ Acts  which  assume  to  create,  define,  and  . punish  crimes,  other  thaii 
those  enumerated  in  the  Constitution,  are  altogidlifr  void  and  of  no  ii>rc;g 
and  that  the  power  to  create,  define  and  punisli  such  other  cu  irnes,  is  reserved, 
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;uhI  of  right  ap|)ertains  solely  and  exclusively,  to  the  respective  states,  each 
within  its  own  tr^rritory.”  • 

liKU'Cil,  so  indignant  '.vas  the  Whig  Central  Comniittee  at  ^Va-^hington 
vd'di  the  Denioeradc  party,  iur  having  reailinned  their  former  anti-Mutive 
j\merican  re.-oinlions  of  l70S-’90,  that  it  bin-st  forth  during  the  canvass  of 
T'Otl  in  tire  following' tirade  against  the  fourtli  and  eigiith  rcsciu lions : 

"These  re.-olutions  con.‘titULed  liieir  political  Bible,  from  which  they  are 
comstant'y  preaching  doctrines  utteilv’  subversive  of  tlie  government,  and 
which  would,  it’  entertained  by  a majority  of  even  one  or  two  states,  involve 
ns  in  the  iiorrors  of  civil  ward’ 

The  Democralie  party,  under  the  lead  of  JerTerson,  acquired,  by  advoca- 
ting a repeal  of  the  Alien  and  Sedition  laws,  a popularity  in  the  country 
wfjich  It  lias  never  lost.  A wise  and  prevalent  change  of  ti;e  policy  of  the 
general  government  towards  foreign  horn  emigrants  cbaracterlznd  the  ad- 
ministration ot  Thomas  Jeiferson.  In  his  hrst  annual  message  he  reco.m- 
mended  to  Congress  the  ado’ption  of  naturalization  laws  calculated  to  attract 
inteiiigeni  emigrants  from  all  portions  of  Eiiro[>e.  The  Democratic  party, 
during  the  first  session  of  Congress  after-  Jeirerson’s  elccticn  to  the  presi- 
dency, lost  no  time  in  repealhig  those  inl'amous  and  unconstitnlicnal  Alien 
-and  Sedition  laws  by  which  the  hrst  Native  American  party  in  this  country 
oppressed  the  friendless  stiaiigers  of  every  clime. 

The  libeiu!,  humane  and  republican  policy  of  JerTerson  towards  our  foreign 
born  citizens  was  imitated  by  hladi-on,  aiid  tended  greatly  to  increase  the 
emigration  to  the  DniteJ  States.  Thousands  of  useful  men  hocked  to  this 
Country.  The  repeal  of  the  original  naturalization  laws,  which  required  a 
residence  of  fouitzren  years  pi-evious  to  the  naturalization,  took  place  during; 
Je.'Torson's  admiiii'tratioa. 

Tne  war  of  1S12  \vas  declared  and  conducted  by  the  Democratic  party 
mainly  for  the  purpose  of  prolectirig  our  foreign  born  citizens  from  the  lii  in  -ii 
pretence  that  Engiistirnen  could  not  get  rid  of  their  alleyiancc.  This 
do-ctrine  was,  as  we  have  seen,  the  popular  one  with  several  leadinij  federaii-ts 
w.ho  were  members  of  the  Convention  of  T7S7.  It  was  denied  'by  the 
Democratic  party  of  the  United  States,  and  as  Great  Britain  proceeded  to 
practice  it,  war  war  the  result.  This  was  as  usual,  the  VTiiigsof  that  day 
considered  da?nnable  and  accursed,  and  alt  Native  Atneiicans,'  Yankee 
cowai'ds  aiid  New  England  parsons  denounced  the  war,  Jlr.  TIadison  and  the 
iorcign  born  citizens,  in  tlio  style  with  which  tlie  war  witii  Mexico  was 
abused.  The  \Vhig  riarty  not  only  opposed  the  war  for  the  defence  of  our  En- 
glish born  cilizen>,  but  called  a cohvenlion  to  abuse  and  viitifv  the  authors  of 
the  war  and  to  burn  blue  lights  for  the  enemy.  Tlie  convention  is  pretty 
generally  Icnowii  as  the  llartiord  Convention,  and  was  compO'ed  of  a varied 
as.-ortment  of  Vv  iiigs,  FederalisU,  cowards,  traitors,  Yankee  demagogues, 
and  [tarsons,  every  man  of  whom  richly  deserved  iianglng.  In  this  convea- 
treg  tile  proceedings  of  which  constitute  tlie  most  mTarious  chapter  of  oiir 
poiitical  hi>tory,  there  was  again  mauife-^ted  the  most  settled  and  deep  rooted 
hostility  to  the  foreign  born  citizens.  . The  sentiment  whieli  Mazed  in  T7t:?7, 
vrliich  was  embodied  in  the  Alien  and  Sedition  laws  of  1796,  and  which  was 


crushed  in  T'  OO  and  ISOi.  burnt  tierceiy  in  1812. 

d'he  follviwiiig  extract,  from  the  proceedings  cd'  the  Hartford  Convention, 
Uill  be.  worth  ti(e  peniMil  of  everv  Democrat  who  contemplates  resorting  to 
tnpv  other  political  organization  than  tlie  [.rrty  of  ?iladij>r.p.  and  JetTersori  : 

“ — The  easy  admission  of  naturalize'l  foreigners,  to  places  cf 

tno.t,  lioncr  or  piroht,  o;)C!atitig  as  an  inducement  to  tne  malo,*utent  .subjects 
01  the  old  world  to  come  to  tliose  states  in  quest  of  executive  patronage  and 
to  refiay  it  by  an  abject  devotion  to  executive  measures. 

“ Another  aniendmeiU,  subordinate  in  importance,  but  stilt  in  a liigh  de* 
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gree  pApe(]ieni,  relates  to  the  exclusion  of  forei'^nei's  hereafter  arrivinir  in 
the  United  States  from  the  capacity  of  holding  ottices  of  trust,  honor  or 
profit. 

'' Tfiat  the  stock  of  j)opulation  ali'eady  In  these  states  is  am[)ly  suflirient  to 
render  this  nation  in  due  time  siitncientiy  gi'eat  and  powej-ful,  is  not  a con- 
Irovertihie  question.  Xor  will  it  be  seriously  pretended,  tlrat  tlie  national 
defK'ieucv  in  \s  isdorn,  arts,  science,  arms,  or  vii  tuc,  needs  to  be- repleni.died 
frofu  f(>rei'j;n  countries.  Still,  it  is  ac:reed,  that  a liberal  policy  should  oiTer 
trie  rirhts  of  hospitality,  and  the  choiee  of  setderncnt,  to  tho-e  veho  are  dis- 
posed to  visit  the  country.  But  whv  admit  to  a ])ai  ticipation  in  the  o-ovc-rn- 
inent  alicais  who  were  no  parties  to  the  compact — who  were  ignorant  of  the 
natiirc  of  our  institutions,  and  have  no  stake  in  the  welfare  of  the  country 
but  what  is  recent  and  transitory  r It  is  surely  a privile^ye  suliicient,  to 
admit  them,  after  due  ]jrobation.  to  become  citizens  for  all  but  political  pur- 
poses. To  extend  it  beyond  these  liurits,  is  to  encouiage  foreigi:crs  to  como 
to  tliese  states  as  candidates  for  preferment.  The  convention  forbear  to 
expi’css  their  opinion  upon  t!ic  inauspicious  eiiects  which  have  already 
ro'ulted  to  the  honor  and  piece  of  this  nation,  from  this  misplaced  and  iudk.- 
criminate  liberality.  '• 

“ Sixi/i. — Xo  person  who  shall  hereafter  be  naturalized  shall  be  eligible  as 
a member  of  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives  of  tlie  United  States, 
nor  capable  of  iiolding  any  civil  bilice  under  the  authoritv^  of  the  United 
States.’'  • * ^ ' 

Here  wm  have  Know-X'olhingism  'with  a vengeance.  Neither  the  ^Native 
American  party  of  1^44,  nor  its  nameless  otf-pring  of  l8o4.  can  boast  of 
much  progress  since  the  days  of  tlie  Hartford  Convention  of  18U1.  Every 
cdiou>  feature  of  the  modern  creed  seems  to  have  been  embodied  in  that  of 
the  traitor  and  coward'-,  who  met  at  Hartford  to  pilot  and  conspire  against 
their  own  country  in  time  of  war.  Really  ITative  Americanism,  althoueh 
possessing  a long  pefhgi'^'e.  will  hardly  venture  to  boast  of  its  disreputable 
au.cestors.  Us  blooil  iris  certainiy  coursed  through  very  dirty  and  uncleaii 
chaunel.s  ever  since  its  birth  in  the  Convention  of  17S7. 

Nat! vedsm  is  a foul  and  ugly  eruption  that  has  broken  out  upon  the  body 
of  the  Feder-al  dUhig  party  every  twenty  or  thirty  ymars  for  the  last  sixtv- 
odil  ye  i!-'-'.  Iknnocmcv  fo'und  a cure  for  the  disease  in  17S7,  in  1800,  in 
U-'l*2  and  in  lb  14, gaud  It  will  do  so  in  1855  and  1856.  Tiie  swilling  Sena- 
tor of  Delaware  i-  no  match  far  those  who  hyht  for  the  great  principles  of 
Jelfefson  and  dJadison.  The  i.iduence  and  opinions  of  two  such  dead  state.s- 
inen  are  ampl^.  in  tlm  old  I.)orninion,  agruiist  the  machinations  of  twenty 
U'lousand  midi'iiglit  poHlioians  in  disguise  and  without  a name.  Temporary 
defeat — -if  defeat  vrere  pos-d'.ile — in  tlie  defence  of  the  largest  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty  guaranteed  to  all  by  the  Constitution,  would  but  nerve  the  Dem- 
ocratic riartv  to  a more  vigorous  and  determined  .s-truggha.  Cod  never 
inloiKh'd  this  ibd”  j.md  to  be  ruled  by  people  w iio  register  their  decrees  for 
llie  de.'-truction  of  tlic  Constitutioi'i  in  secret  and  midniglit  conclaves.  . 

FoRcrnx  Borix  Dncrocn.tTio  5T.\rtv'i..s. — The  subject  of  martyrdom, 
Popl'h  and  pnlitical,  has  become  a theme  of  much  popular  evcitc-ment  and 
of  great  general  interest,  and  we  expect  soon  to  have  a scries  of  .ra  ful  reve- 
lations from  Sam  disclodag  the  exi.-'tencc  of  Snani-h  inqiusitions  in  evm-v 
hamlet  of  a tliou-arid  ir  habitants  in  llie  land.  Mrs.  I'artingt-on  i.-  al.-o  said 
to  entm-tnin  and.  to  li  i v:  exriresAcd  the  opinion  tliat  tiiC  ..le^ults  area!  the 
hr  lom  of  Ivnow-Nothimgi'iii.  and  Ih.R  a lliuiiih  .-crew  can  he  found  in  the 
hn  rrhc.s-pocket  of  every  ruemihcr  of  tlie  simond  degree  of  the  secret  order, 
''i’uere  is  an  interesting  dianter  of  ikuucsnc  inai  tyroiogy  to  wiildi  justice  has 
never  been  done,  and  wltcn  the  next  edition  of  Fox’s  Martyrs  a-ppiears,  ve 
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to  see  it  incorporated  in  its  far-famed  pages.  We  refer  to  the  foreign 
!,'om  cifizc!!#  of  this  country  v.dio  were,  fifty-seven  years  ago,  persecuted  by 
the  early  Know-Xothings,  or  Fcderaii^  ts,  for  exercising  liberty  of  the  press 
and  of  s|)eei:h.  . ' 

For  Democracy,  in  its  infancy  in  (his  country,  had  to  contend  against  a 
Know-Xothing,  proscriptive,  idative  American  spirit,  more  ferocious  and 
i’it-derant  than  that  which  now,  in  secrecy  and  at  nddnight,  is  seeldng  to 
train[)lo  the  Constitution  under  foot.  Ih'omi  the  very  commencement  of  our 
gfivenirnent,  the  more  intelligent  political  refugees  and  foreign  emigraiits 
instinctively  atiachod  themsel vc\->  to  the  old  Democratic  party.  Vfhen  ti-at 
party  was  weak,  and  in  a hopele^-s  minority,  our  ioreign  born  citizens  were 
loyal  and  true  as  thc-y  nov/  arc.  ^Vhen  the  Federalists,  with  aristocratic 
pomp  and  splendor,  niisnded  the  land,  they  failed  to  win  the  conlidence  of 
the  emigrants  who  had  fled  from  litonarchy  and  slavery  at  home  to  find  lib- 
erty and  Democracy  ia  this  country.  The  early  etnigrants  to  lliis  country 
vreie  men  of  education  and  intelligence.  The  political  disturbances  of 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighteentli  centurv  drove  them  across  the  Atla.ntic 
by  triousands.  Jefferson,  from  his  distiniruished  sympathies  for  tlie  cause  of 
liberty  all  over  the  v.'orld,  wa:^  the  object  of  their  es])ecinl  admiration.  Dong 
sutreTlng  and  tyranny  at  home  having  made  them  famiiiar  with  all  the  odious 
phases  of  aristocracy,  however  skdtiiily  disguised,  they  saw  through  the  thin 
and  semi-transparent  mask  of  republicanism  with  wliich  the  elder  Adams 
and  his  parly  .-ought  to  conceal  their  opinions  and  pn,nposes.  Hence,  the 
peevishness  and  notorious  irascibility  of  that  testy  old  gentiernari  were  kept 
constantly  at  boiling  point  by  the  foreign  born  Democracy. 

I’here  were,  in  F.'”S7,  only  twenty-two  Democratic  newspapers  in  the 
United  States,  and  of  that  number  tvren'V  were  edited  by  t'oreiitners.  Their 
assaults  drove  the  Federal  party  almost  to  madness,  jefierson  records  in 
his  “ wAie,?’'  how  Adams  ami  his  political  associates  writhed  under  the  as- 
saults of  these  men.  The  Federal  party,  however,  was  tJien  powerful  in. 
iHunbcrs  and  resources.  Adams  had  inherited  tiie  abundant  p.'opuiarity  of 
his  great  predecessor,  but  to  lose  it  by  his  folly,  tyranny  and  aristocratic 
proclivities.  He  was  loo  proud  to  coiTect  the  errors  of  his  administration, 
and  held  his  Democratic  opponents,  native  and  foreign,  in  too  great  contempt 
to  otti^mpt  to  conciliate  them.  He  endeavored  to  put  down  Democracy,  as 
Know-Xuthingism  p'poposes  to  crash  out  Catholicism,  by  persecution.  Fom 
getting  that  m a republic,  all  laws  rest  upon  public  opinion,  be  thought  to 
strangle  Democracy  by  unconstilutional  enactments  against  aliens  and  the 
liberty  of  the  press.  Tiie  attempt  was  made,  and  “ liie  blood  of  the  rnar- 
tvrs  became  the  -eed  of  the  church.'’  A Federal  Congress  readily  obeyed 
his  wishes  and  enacted  the  alien  and  sedition  laws.  Armed  with  those  stat- 
utes for  t'.vo  years  he  wreaked  his  vengeance  mainly  on  Democrats  of  for- 
eign birth.  At  tiie  end  of  that  time  the  Democratic  party  arose  lik^^  n 
young  giant,  ami  dashed  ti.e  whole  structure  of  Federalism  to  the  earth, 
hurled  the  old  party  from  [»o\ver,  and  inaugurat''d  tlie  great  Xa^ional  Demo- 
cratic party  of  this  country.  Fiom  that  day  to  this,  foi'eign  born  cidzens 
have  been  ever  faithful  to  tlie  Democratic  partv.  The  reasons  for  tld'^  la-t- 
ing friendship  are  honorable  rdske  to  both  ])artles.  The  only  Dv-^mocratic 
martyrs  of  this  country  wei-e  for-dgn  born  ciiizens,  and  wdie.n  the  Demo- 
cratic party  waxed  strong  tiiey  blotted  from  our  statute  books  all  the  uncn,i- 
ktitutioiial  laws  by  whicfi  our  foreign  born  citizerus  were  once  placed  at  tlie 
inercy  of  a Federal  llx^enti ve. 

{■'or  the  expre^-s  in:rpose  of  dej-  ivirig  this  class  of  citizens  of  their  rights 
end  liberties,  the  following  laws  were  enacted  by  Congress,  .!uly  dtli,  and 
Flth,  171'fS.  As  till'  Know-Xolhing.5  are  endeavoring  to  manufa'''ture  a pro- 
scriptive spirit  ia  the  United  States  precisely  tliniUr  to  that  of  the  yec.r 
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179S,  it  may  be  ■\^TU  for  the  people  of  Virginia  to  learn  a few  timely  aiKl 
instructive  les-ons  from  a perusal  of  the  laws  in  question. 

The  ScJiiion  Law  enacted — 

“'fhat  if  anv  person  shall  write,  print,  utter,  or  publish,  or  shallj cause  or 
procu'-e.  to  ho  wiLten.  printesl,  uttered,  or  piibiislied,  or  slraji  Icnowlnglv  and 
willirmdv  assist,  or  aid  in  v/riting,  printinrr,  uttering,  or  publi>hing  any  false, 
scandalous  and  malicious  writings  or  writing  against  the  government  of  the 
I'nit'-d  States,  or  either  house  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to  df-^'fime  tlje  said  government, 
or  eltiier  house  of  the  said  Congress,  or  the  said  President,  or  to  bring  (hern 
into  contempt  or  disrepute,  or  to  excite  against  them,  or  either  or  anv  of 
them,  the  hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the  United  States,  or  to  stir  up  sedition 
witliin  the  United  States,  ^ ^ # li  5 sliall  be  punisiied 

bv  a fine  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars,  and  by  im.prisonment  not  ex- 
ceeding two  years. — 1 Peters'  Staivfes  at  Large,  p.  59S.” 

Tire  “ Alien  Act,’'’  the  provisions  of  which  are  too  long  for  insertion  in 
exienso  in  this  article,  provided — 

Tlmt  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  shall  bo  and  is  hereby  author- 
ized, in  any  event  aforesaid,  by  his  proclamation  tliereof,  or  other  public 
act,  to  direct  the  ccmduct  to  be  observed  on  tiie  part  of  the  United  States  to- 
wards aliens  the  manner  and  degree  of  the  restraint 

~to  which  they  shall  he  subjected,  and  in  what  cases  and  upon  what  security 
their  rcsideijce  shall  be  permitted,  and  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  those 
who,  not  bein.?  [iermitted,  io  reside  in  the  United  States,  shall  refuse  or  neg- 
lect to  depart  therefrom. — -1  Peters’  Stafuie^  at  Large,  page  577.” 

it  is  wdt!]  diiHcultv  th.at  the  present  generation  can  be  taught  to  believe 
tliat  such  laws  as  we  have  Aven  above  once  disgraced  our  statute  books, 
abridging  the  liberty  of  speech,  and  leaving  aliens  upon  our  soil  completely 
at  the  mercy  of  the  President,  denying  them  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  and 
of  oonfronling  their  accusers. 

Aot  only,  however,  were  there  such  laws,  but,  as  w’e  shall  presently  see, 
nmro  than  one  foreign  born  Democrat  wms  martyred  for  his  hatred  of  feder- 
alism and  love  for  the  principles  of  Jetferson. 

i. — Thr  dose  of  .Mat hew  Jj-yon. — [American  State  Trials,  pp.  S33,  .343.] 
Mathew  { won  v/as  an  fri-hman  by  birth,  who  came  to  this  country  uneducated 
and  destitute.  Py  energy  and  honesty  he  arose  from  the  position  of  an 
apprcfilicc  to  that  of  a representative  in  Congress  from  the  state  of  Ver- 
inont.  ’Whilst  a member  of  Congress  he  distintruished  rimself  by  hi^  patri- 
otic devotion  to  the  cause  of  Democracy,  and  his  spirited  opposition  to 
L. d u ms’  ad m i a i s t r; 1 1 ion . 

in  exer!'ising  the  privileo;es  of  his  office  as  a representative  In  ConGrress,  he 
addres-ed  a series  of  articles  to  his  constituents,  com.menting  upot>  the  char- 
acter ni  the  admini.-tration  of  John  Adams.  In  emmeouence  of  this,  on  tlie 
5ili  'di  Ortolmr,  17lW,  Im  was  indicted  for  a seditious  libel,  and  the  indict- 
imuP  set  inrlh  the  I'oHowing  libellous  matter: 

‘A\s  to  the  executive,  when  i shall  see  tlie  effiorfs  of  tliat  power  bent  on 
the  [>n ■motion  oj’  the  comfort,  tlie  liappiriess,  !ind  accommodation  of  tlie  peo- 
jde,  that  executive  shall  have  mv  zealous  and  utiiform  srqioort;  but  when- 
ever I shall,  on  tlie  r-avt  of  the  executive,  ."ee  every  consideration  of  the 
])ublic  wcllare  swallowed  up  in  a continual  gra>t)  for  power,  in,  a.n  unbounfied 
thir.'t  for  ridiculous  ]jotnp.  joo!i>h  adiilniion  and  selrish  avarice  : wlien  I shall 
beh  'id  liicn  ot  real  merit  daily  turned  out  of  otlice  hw  no  odter  cause  bv;t 
iad.n.'ende-ney  of  seiitiment;  when  I sfiall  see  men  of  tirmm'>s,  merit,  year.-, 
iibihiy  and  ex'peri^mce,  discarded  in  tlieir  aprdicatlons  for  oilice,  for  fear  tlicy 
IP,  p independence,  and  nten  of  jnciumcss  preferred  lor  th.e  ease  with 
wiiieu  they  take  up  and  advocate  opinions,  the  consequence  of  which  they 
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know  notblncr;  when  1 shall  see  the  sacred  name  of  religion  employed  as  a 
j-t.ite  crunrie  to  make  mankind  hate  and  persecute  one  another,  1 shall  not  be 
t]n,dr  humb'e  advocate.” 

dvlthouLdi  this  language  was  as  just  as  it  was  proper;  and  legitimate,  yet  a 
packed  jury  of  Tunkee  Federalists  found  the  defendant  guilty,  and  a h'ede- 
ral  hack,  Judge  Fatterson,  pronounced  the  ibllocwng  sentence: 

“ ISlalhew  Ikyon,  as  a member  of  the  federal  legislature,  you  must  be  well 
acquainted  with  the  mischiefs  which  ilow  from  an  unlicensed  abuse  of  the 
goveriiment,  and  of  the  motives  which  led  to  the  passage  of  the  act  under 
w-hich  this  indictment  is  provmd.  ^ Your  po-itioii,  so  far  from 

making  tlie  case  cue  whicki  might  slip  evith  a nominal  fine  through  trie  hands 
of  the  court,  would  make  impunity  conspicuous,  sliould  sucli  a fine  be  im- 
posed. 'What,  however,  has  tended  to  mitigate  the  sentence,  wliich  would 
othciwise  have  been  imposed,  is,  what  I am  sorry  to  liear  of,  the  reduced 
condition  of  your  estate.  The  judgment  of  the  court  is,  that  vou  stand 
imprisoned  four  months,  pay  the  co>t  of  prosecution,  and  a fee  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  stand  committed  until  this  sentence  be  complied  with.” 

The  mildness  of  early  Know-kNoiliing  despotism  is  here  beautifullv  illus- 
trated. A foreign  born  IDemocrat  addresses  a letter  to  his  constituents,  com- 
menting upon  the  executive  department  of  tiie  government,  as  vras  his-duty 
as  their  representative;  he  is  tried  for  it  by  a packed  jury  and ■ a federal 
court,  found  guilty,  and  a-sured  by  the  judge  that  the  magnitude  of  his 
oiTence  is  gi-eatlv  increased  by  his  being  a member  of  Congress,  and  that  the 
only  regret  of  the  federal  Jelfries  is,  that  the  smallness  of  the  defendant^ 
fortune  forced  him  to  fine  hiin  only  one  thousand  dollars. 

Ail  of  Lyon’s  sentence  was  rigourously  enforced.  He  was  at  frst  denied 
the  use  of  T>en.  ink,  paper  and  books,  and  confined  in  a cell  sixteen  feet  v ide 
by  twelve  long,  (see  Wharton’s  State  Trials,  p.  341,)  the  common  receptacle 
for  horse-thieves,  money-forgers,  runaway  negroes,  and  other  rascals  and 
felons. 

A Federal  newspaper  thus  gloated  in  coarse  and  inhuman  joy  over  his 
imprisonmient,  preci.-ely  as  a Knovv-Xothing  organ  of  the  present  day  would 
do  if  a foreign  bom  Democrat  was  to  be  ejected  from  office  : 

“ Tke  Lvon  of  Vermont. — To-morrow  morning,  at  11  o’clock,  will  be  ex- 
posed to  view  the  Lyon  of  Vermont.  This  singular  animal  is  said  to  have 
been  caught  in  the  bogs  of  Hibernia,  and  when  quite  a whelp  transported 
to  America;  curiosity  inducing  a New  Y^orker  to  buy  him,  and  moving  to 
the  country,  afterwards  exchanged  him  for  a yoke  of  young  bulls  with  a 
A'ermonter.  hti.?  pelt  resembles  more  the  wolf,  or  the  tiger,  and  his 

gestures  bear  a remarkable  resemblance  to  trie  bear:  this,  however,  mav  be 
ascribed  to  his  having  been  in  the  habit  of  associating  with  that  species  of 
wild  beast  on  the  mountains.  He  was  brought  to  this  place  in  a waggon. — 
Porevpim  G'/.zette,  Jiuie  6/4,  1797.” 

But  this  poor  man,  whilst  languishing  in  a foul  and  unv.^liolsomo  pri-on 
during  the  cold  months  of  a New  Hugiand  winter,  tlie  victim  of  a twant 
whose  native  American  antipatliies  tlie  Know-Nothings  of  the  present  day 
appear  to  have  adopted,  was  not  fortrotten  hv  a faitirl’ui  constitueuev.  They 
es[)oused  his  cau-e,  and  whilst  in  the  clut'.'hes  of  his  Federal  oppre;ts(u-s, 
re-elected  him  to  Congress — the  records  of  the  day  showing  the  folio v/ing 
vote  : 


Lyon,  (Democrat;  and  in  prison.) 

3.48-2 

'Williams,  Federall't, 

T,dd4 

Lyon’s  majority. 

lJt:2.S 

Released  from  prison  amid  the  tumultous  rejoicings  of  his  friciid>,  he 
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repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  take  bis  seat  in  the  Congress  to  which  he  had 
been  elected  whilst  in  jail. 

Tire  iiisoient  Federal  majority  in  the  House  of  Representatives  met  him 
witii  tiie  following  resolution  : = • . 

‘•  Resolved,  That  Hatliew  Lyon,  a member  of  this  House,  having  been 
co’ivlcted  of  hein.-r  a notorious  and  seditious  person,  and  of  a depraved  mind 
ami  wicked  and  diabolical  dispo.-ition,  and  of  wickedly,  deceitfully  and  jua- 
hciou.dv  contriving  to  defame  the  government  of  the  Lnited  States,  and  of 
jiavin.',  with  design  and  intent  tu  defame  John  Adams,  President  oi  the 
Uiiited  States  be  therefore  expelled  from  tljis  Hou.-e.” 

The  Fetleralists  were  alMviiling  to  expel  this  persecuted  foreigner;  but 
Fir.  Lichoias,  of  Virginia,  eloqucutiy  defended  him,  and  they  could  not  get 
a two-thirds'’  vote.  Again  the  great  Federal  organ  of  that  day  aimed  its 
envt.’uo/Tied  darts  at  poor  Lyon’s  head,  Fel)ruary,  1799: 

'■  Lyon  looks  rernarkabkv  well  for  a gentleman  just  out  of  jail.  This  mards 
re-election,  whilst  confined  as  a criminal,  is  a new  ancL  striking  proof  of 
the  excellence  of  universal  sutTrage.  * -fr  Happy  the  nation  where 

there  is  but  one  step  from  the  dungeon  to  the  Legislature.  Well  might  the 
])athetic  nlr.  .Mm-ray,  (speaking  of  tiie  (fid  alien  law,)  express  his  fears  that 
tiie  influx  of  foreigners  would  ‘‘ contaminate • the  purity  and  simplicity  of 
A me r i c an  rn a n n e r s . ” 

This  is  a very  fair  specimen  of  Know-Nothing  sentiment  fifty-six  years 

agv'. 

The  persecuted  Lyon  lived,  however,  to  wmest  the  state  of  Vermont  tem- 
porarily from  I'ederal  misrule,  subsequently  removed  ta  the  state  of  Ken- 
tuokv,  represented  tiiat  state  in  tiie  House  of  Representati ves  from  ISOd  to 
1AU,  rctusod  the  ofice  of  commissary  for  the  7Ve,stcni  army,  which  was 
tendered  to  him  bv  Thomas  Jelferson,  and  died  at  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-eight.  He  survived  the  old  Know-Nothing  or  Federal  party  more 
tlian  a quarter  of  a century,  and  on  the  4ih  of  July,  FS-10,  Congress  refunded 
to  Ills  representatives,  with  interest,  the  iniquitous  tine  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, imposed  upon  him  in  1799. 

Next  in  the  list  of  foreign  born  citizens  who  braved  f ne  and  imprison- 
ment iii  defence  of  Democracy,  and  by  fierce  denunciatioas  of  Federalism, 
etand-— 

il. — 71A  of  ^]/duomj  JIosiccIl. — Anier.  State  Trials,  pp.  5S4,  687. 

Axthoxy  Roswell  was  born  in  England  iiv  176.3,  a gentleman  b}'  birth 
and  education,  who  espoused  to  c-ause  of  freedom,  and  fought  on  the 
fcicle  of  the  colonies  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  perilled  his  life  at 
Fl'uiniOiith. 

He  subsequently  became  dl.-tingulshed  as  a Democratic  editor,  and 
C'^pvci.illy  bv  his  boldness  and  talent  excited  the  hatjed  of  the  I’ederal 

In  H'OO,  at  It  indsor,  in  the  state  ot  \ ermont,  he  wa^u  under  the  ‘\8pdi(icn 
act,  indicted  for  puLui>hing,  as  the  Federalists  avered,  the  iollowing  hbeilous 
nia?RT: 

id  a.e  enemio-^  of  polilicnl  porsecvliori  in  the  Vdeslern  di-dric!  of  Vermont  : 
lour  represenfui ve  LMathow  Lv<'m''i  is  holden  hv  the  oppressive  hand  of 
usurped  power  i:i  a loatlisome  prison,  deprived  almost  of  the  riglit  of  leason, 
and  suffering  all  tlie  indignities  whif'li  can  he  heaped  upon  him  by  a hard- 
hearted savage,  who  has,  to  tlie  disgrace  of  Federalism,  been  elevated  to  a. 
i'ta’ion  wliere  he  can  satiate  his  barbjritv  on  ti.e  mi- cry  of  his  virti.m-i. 
ibu  in  spile  of  Fiirli,  (the  mnrsiial  ) and  to  ihelr  sorrow,  time  will  pass  away, 
ami  trie  inontii  of  Feljimary  will  arrive  and  bring  with  it  the  defemler  of  our 
rielit?  No.  Without  exertion  it  will  not.  Klovea  Luadrod  dollars  must  Is 
paid  for  his  ransom,  S)C. 
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AltbougJi  the  prisoner  proved  the  trntli  of  every  allegation  in  the  niattrr 
fharj^od  us  lihellous,  tiie  jury  returned  a verdict  of  guilty,  and  the  court  sen- 
tenced the  pidr'Oner  to  a line  ot  two  iuindred  dollars  and  impiisoiuiient  for 
two  months. 

'idle  indigniiies  with  which  this  noble  and  hold  Democrat  was  treated 
after  lie  was  arrested  was  the  subject  of  bitter  party  feeling  for  a long 
lime.  ' 

Ho  was  aiTCsfed  at  niglit,  and  notified  to  prepare  for  a journey  to  Tlutland 
early  in  the  morning.  A ccordingly,  at  a veiy  early  hour,  Air.  Ilo.>wel!, 
ahhougli  in  very  }.>oor  licalth  and  totally  unaccustomed  to  riding,  was  com- 
pelled to  mount  a horse  and  ride  sixty  iiii'es  through  trie  rain  on  a cold  day  irr 
(detober,  to  the  jail  at  Rutland.  Here  he  was  thrown  inlo  a f Ithy  prison  at 
midnight,  notwirimtanding  his  entreaties  to  be  ])enrnited  to  (by  his  clothes, 
whied)  were  saturated  with  tiie  rain.  Sev.^iaJ  of  tlic  most  re.-ponslble  men 
in  Rutland  ottered  any  security  tire  marslial  miglit  demand,  to  induce  him  to 
grant  these  requests,  but  in  vain.  The  inmoner  was  thrown ditto  the  prison, 
and  never  afterwards  recovered  entirely  nom  tlie  shock  thus  eiven  his  liealtl). 
llis  sentence  was  rigidly  carried  out,  and  at  the  expiration  of  h,is  term  of 
confmomcat,  an  immense  concourse  of  people  from  the  neighboring  ccimtrv 
assembled  to  welcome  him  back  to  liberty,  and  to  ^ig^l■alize  their  disapproba- 
tion of  his  imipriscnnient.  He  rnarclied  forth  from  Ids  quarlers  at  th.e  jail  to 
the  tune  of  Yankee  Doodle,  ]dayed  by  a band,  while  the  discharge  of  cannon 
signiticd  tlie  2eneral  saiiat’action  at  his  I’clease.  [See  Wiiarton’s  Criminal 
Trials,  page  6b7.] 

' Tins  victim  of  early  Native  Antcricanlsm  was,  says  a distinguished  author, 
“ highly  respected,  not  onlv  by  Ills  friends,  but  by  his  political  opponents. 
Me  was  di'^tingui'hcd  in  private  life  by  exemplary  conduct  in  tiie  cik'charge 
of  his  duties,  and  by  his  devotion  to  the  moral  and  religTrus  improvement  of 
society.''  [7Vharton,  page  GSS.] 

Air.  Hoswell  was  a gentleman,  a brave  revolutionary  soldier,  wedded  to 
tlie  cause  of  libeny;  but  as  he  was  a Democrat,  and  a foreign  born  citizen, 
he  was  treated  like  a commot]  felon  by  the  Know-Nothings  of  1798.  Rut 
the  li't  of  foreien  born  Democrats  wbo  .--tood  by  our  party  in  its  infancy,  and 
braved  persecution  and  tiie  torture  of  cruel  inipriso.nment  for  their  opinions, 
is  a long  oiiC. 

IH. — The  Case  of  Thoraas  Cooper. — [Arneiican  State  Trirls,  page  677. J 
The  learned  and  cele'biated  Thomas  Coo[.:-er  was  the  next  victim  saciiiiced  to 
gratify  John  Adam>’  Iratrcd  of  foieign  bora  Demociats,  wh(;,-e  blows  were 
niuied  j-iincipally  at  t-io  accomplished  Democratic  veriters  whose  pens  were 
driving  him  to  despcraiion. 

I'riomn.-  Cooper  was  an  Kngll'hman  by  birth,  and  a graduate  of  Oxfo'-d. 
He  was  tlic  intimate  frivuni  of  the  celebi-ated  Rricstly,  and  a barriste:-,  an  au- 
thor (d‘  oi-linc:ion.  and  a chemi-t  of  great  r<'-putaf!on,  i R"  wa-,  at  diib  rent 
■periods  In  his  iiiv,  a prrd’essor  in  Dl('kinson  College,  and  also  in  the  UmTer- 
sify  oi'  Pi  nnsvl vania.  He  wa-'  for  severai  years  a pror-iding  judge  of  one  ot 
the  districts  of  Pennsvl vania,  and  idled  a profcssorsldp  in  Columbia  Colii'ire, 
South  (farolina,  for  many  years  [ueviou^  to  ids  death.  ■ His  ti'anslaticm  of 
t!u;  ‘‘  Pamlects  of  Jiistinian"  is  regariied  as  a master  piece  of  admirable  and 
classical  scholarship  by  the  leg.d  piol’ession  to  this  day. 

Ib-  was  an  aiadtuit  Demociat,  and  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  de^■ott■d 
friends  of  Tliomas  Jeller.-on.  Ifcnce  bis  appearance  in  the  cataloLrue  of  li»r- 
Cv~sw  horn  Democratic  martyr-n  In  IS'U),  ijo  was  tried  for  wtiat  the  K'now- 
Kolliings  of  that  day  called  hyedHioiK  Libel h'  anil  the  dbenous  matfi'r 

charged  jti  the  indictment  was  as  follows.  a\s  in  tbiC  case>  already  cit(  d, 
our  readers  perceive  that  it  was  dangerous,  ia  the  day  of  llxc  earig' 
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Know-Noihin^s,  for  a foreigner  to  say  a word  against  the  Federal  party  and 
their  ari>loci':itic  nresid.ent.  But  to  the  libellous  matter: 

At  that  time  he.  (John  Adams)  had  just  entered  ollice  ; he  was  hardly  ii\ 
the  infunev  of  .political  mistake  : even  those  who  doubted  his  capacity  t]iou<2:ht 
well  tjf  hi-  irit-'iitions.  Nor  were  we  yet  saddled  with  the  expense  of  a .;er- 
iiiaa'ant  navy,  or  tiireatened  under  his  auspices  with  the  existence  of  a stand- 
ing: arIT^v.  Our  credit  was  not  yet  reduced  so  low  as  to  borrow’  money  at 
eiyht  [»;‘r  cent,  in  time  of  peace,  while  the  unnecessary  violence  of  ollicial 
exm'C-.'iofss  might  justly  have  provoked  a war.  Mr.  Adams  had  not  yet 
]vr.*>joc'ted  Ills  ciiibassies  to  Prussia  and  Russia,  nor  had  lie  yet  interfered  as 
jircVidi  Ut  of  the  United  States  to  influence  the  decisions  of  a court  of  justice — 
a -trntrh  of  authority  which  tiie  monarch  of  Great  Britain  would  have  shrunk 
— an  interference  without  precedent  against  la\y  and  against  mercy. 
'Phis  n'c:'lanciioIv  case  of  Jonathan  Eobblns,  a native  American,  forcibly  im- 
pre-s-'ed  bv  tlie  Briti-h,  and  delivered  u{),  with  the  advice  of  hlr.  Adams,  to 
the  mock  trial  of  a British  court-martial,  had  not  yet  astonished  the  republi- 
can citizens  of  this  free  country;  a case  too  little  known,  but  of  which  the 
people  oiivbt  to  !)e  fully  apprised  before  the  election,  and  they  shall  be. — • 
j Amer.  State  Trial-,  p.  boC'.”] 

A-  was  U'Ual  in  ISOO,  when  Federal  marshals,  packed  Federal  juries,  and 
Federad  nro.-ccutors  and  judges  agreed  in  tiieir  interpretation  of  f’erleral  laws. 
Mr.  Uo-per  was  hound  guilty,  and'  the  infamous  Judge  Ctiase,  of  Callender 
not-  .•■’n.-ty,  sephenced  the  defendant  “to  pay  a fine  of  four  hundred  dollars,  to 
le  i:npi  i'Oned  for  six  montlis,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  to  f nd  surety  for 
hlr  i-rif  in  a thousand,  and  two  securities  in  five  hundred  dollars  each.’'’ — 
f Who.rt'on’s  Criminal  Trials,  page  679.] 

but  tfu"  limgfh  of  this  article  admoni-hes  us:  to  hasten  on  with  our  list  of 
h reigi,  b-orn  democrats  wfio  were  true  to  our  carwe  when  courage  \vas  more 
liU.d  in  the  defence  of  our  sentiments  than  at  present. 

IV. — C-ne  of  WiUiam  Duane. — [American  State  Tiaals.  page  .344.]— VVm. 
I'Juunc  was  hwrn  in  lhi‘^  country,  but  as  his  parents  W'cre  Irish  emigrants,  he 
the  early  part  of  his  life  in  Ireland,  his  mother  having  returned  to  that 
remix y after  the  death  of  her  husband.  He  was  the  first  editor  of  the  cele- 
brate,i l.ondon  Tiiiu’s,  and  the  intimate  friend  of  Horne  Tooke.  He  return- 
ed ’!;:s  country  in  l?9.o,  and  became  the  editor  of  tlie  leading  Democratic 
e»rg;i  ! ct  tCat  day,  tin?  Auroi'a.  Mr.  Jofi’erson  always  declared  that  he  was 
in  n.  S'  '.-d  to  -‘Du. me  and  the  Aurora  newspaper  for  his  election  to  the  presi- 
fhmev,’'  4 he  ju^^tice  and  severity  of  his  attacks  upon  th?  Federal  pai'ty 
r»  ndf'ic.l  him  the  object  of  open  violence.  Durimr  Mr.  Adams’  admini?tra- 
li'm.'Crur-  troops  ot  horse  were  sent  from  Prdladelphia  to  Reeding,  to  cut 
di.-vn  tl;('  liberty  poles  of  the  Democratic  party  in  “Old  Berks,”  and  to  per- 
i t 'hru-  heroic  achievements  worthy  of  Adams  and  his  primitive  Know- 
incu';]*..  These  borly  guards  of  the  Federal  despot  lived  very  freely 
\:nl  Si  ' m all  the  license  of  an  enemy’s  force  in  a hostile  land. 


Ih‘ur  r 
olhc-n 
Auro.r, 
V*‘t 


soldier 

P'dilir: 


r was  puhhshc.d  in  the  Aurora,  couTplainlng  of  their  outrages.  O.i 
'‘Oirn  luidadfljihia,  a large  party  of  otficers  proceeded  to  the  Aurori 
and.  pl  odug  se.ntineis  over  the  printers,  dragged  out  the  editor  of  the 
..  Mr.  Duane,  arnl  beat  him  uulll  he  was  insensible, 
this  1 )p;;iO(T.Ldc  martyr  was  a scholar  and  gentleman,  a patriot  and  c. 
, v.iio-e  wrwks  on  edmeation,  hi-torv,  military  science,  politics,  and 
il  eco:v''^my,  are  w'eil  known  to  the  prt’’sent  generation.  His  irdliu'uco 
-trumeritahty  in  huihhuig  no  tine  Den'.ocraiic  parlv,  Jcirer.-on  and  Mad- 
■)-h  r'-girdeu  aw.  gieat  as  t.heir  own. 


To  I’nese  ca^es  we  miglit  add  those  of  Callender,  Reynolds,  Moore,. Cmn- 
Tr.'.e. b’rothingham,  and  otlmr-.;,  aU  f«^reig?i  horn  Democrats — men  of  educa- 
UvCi  and  talents,  who  were  the  victims  of  Federal  lawlessnes.s  and  cruelty, 
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when,  in  1T9S,  the  Native  American  party  war,  sufficiently  strorig  to  deprive 
oiir  !'or<'ic:ri  born  citizens  of  the  ri^ht  of  trial  by  jury,  and  of  the  liberty  of 
speech,  and  of  the  press,  'i’hc  cases  cited  at  length  in  this  article  illustrate, 
the  atrocious  tendency  of  Native  Americanism,  v.dien  clothed  with  power 
under  the  fornis  of  law,  to  oi)pre.ss  and  per.^ecn.ie  our  foreign  -born  citizen^’. 

The  lessons  of  experience  are  always  the  best  that  can  he  read  to  an  in- 
tehigent  ])eopIc, — nor  will  they  be  lost  upon  the  people  of  Virginia  at  this 
time,  when,  after  the  lapse  of  more  than  half  a century,  we  liave  a party 
in  oar  midst  plotting  in  secrecy  and  at  midnight  to  strip  our  foreign  born 
citizens  of  their  rights. 

No  true  Democrat,  bearing  in  mind  the  p>olitical  devotion  of  the  foreign 
born  citizens  of  this  country  to  our  principles  and  measures',  from  the  days 
of  their  earlv  persecution  by  the  Federalists  to  the  present,  can,  or  will  lend 
his  aid  to  a band  of  conspirators,  seeking,  in  open  disregard  of  the  Conslitii- 
lion,  to  strip  these  innocent  and  faithful  citizens  of  their  rights. 


ODATODS  OF  TIIL  CANVASS. 

TTe  can  safely  assert  that  political  excitement  never  ran  liiglier  in  any  state, 
tliari  in  Virginia  in  1855.  And  we  can  moreover  aver  wiih  truth,  that  there 
never  was  so  general  an  interest  manifested  in  the  discussion  of  political  Issues. 
This  was  attributable  principally  to  two  things  ; in  the  first  place  to  the  facts 
and  sound  arguments  set  forth  by  the  talented  press  of  our  State  ; and  secondly, 
to  the  stirring  appeals  and  impassioned  eloquence  of  our  public  speakers.  They 
addressed  the  masses  in  every  section  of  the  State,  appealing  to  the  time-hon- 
ored principles  of  the  Democratic  party,' dissecting  the  monstrous  ritual  of 
Ktiov7  Nothingisra,  and  inviting  its  devotees  to  meet  them  in  open  discussion. 

One  of  the  first  speeches  of  the  campaign  was  a most  powerful  one,  from  the 
Hon.  Stejdnen  A.  Douglass  of  Illinois,  delivered  in  Kichmond  in  the  month  of 
March;  but  owing  to  some  misunderstanding  with  the  stenographer  employed 
by  the  editor  of  the  Examiner  to  report  it,  it  was  never  written  out  for  publica- 
tion. The  speech  produced  a most  profound  impres.sion  in  Diohmond,  and  evi- 
dently exerted  a great  inruience  in  the  State,  as  ho  addressed  an  immense 
audience,  many  of  whom  were  residents  of  the  country. 

The  Examiner  contained  the  following  extended  notice  of  the  Senator's 
oration. 

ffuDGi:  Douglas  ix  Hicri:>fOND. — The  citizens  of  Eichmond  had  the  plea- 
sure of  bearing  a speech,  Tuesday  night,  27th  March,  from  the  author  of  the 
Xebraska-Kansas  act.  Nothing  but  a "erhathn  report  would  [Tc.^ent  the  address 
in  its  real  strength  and  merit  ; for  every  sentence  was  an  argument,  and  the 
fpoech  po-ssossed  the  characteristic  of  a sphere  in  compacting  the  greatest  quan- 
tity of  matter  within  the  smallest  extent  of  surface. 

His  illustration  of  that  great  principle — of  ivhich  himself  may  be  pronounced 
the  living  eml>0'iimnit — of  the  absolute  right  of  the  people  in  each  State,  and 
territory,  (about  to  become  a ."^rwc,)  to  docino  noon  its  own  institutions,  subject 
only  to  the  constitution,  a priucipo  wbieli  is  the  very  corner  stone  of  State 
Eiights  politics — was  clear,  beautiful  and  conclusive. 

^ Ills  narGition  of  the  ineiden’. 's  of  the  year's  struggle  in  Illinois,  to  defeat 
himself  for  championiiig  and  the  Democratic  party  for  endorsing  this  principle, 
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interesting  in  tlie  extreme.  lie  said  that  this  principle  vras  opposed  in  Illi- 
nois by  the  Fusion,  and  ho  explained  that  to  be  a combination  of  Abolirioi;is:s, 
Vv’liigs,  Know  Xoihiugs  and  anti-Liquor  men,  against  the  great  Nebraska  prin- 
ciple, and  airainst  the  democratic  party  sustaining  it.  Mo  declared  that  the 
Fusion  was  thus  cODstituted  in  every  St.ate  at  the  North,  except  Now  York, 
where  fortuitou.s  circumstance*  bad  operated  to  qualify  the  rule  in  some  degree. 
Ho  admitted  that  some  Democrats  had  loft  tiieir  own  organization  and  gone  into 
the  Know  Nothing  councils ; and  while  ho  admitted  that  many  Know  Nothings 
were  not  Abolitionists,  yet  he  declared  that  tho  Abolstiocists  and  Free-soilors 
had  the  majority  in  their  councils,  and  controlled  the  action  of  the  Order,  the 
luiimrity  being  sicorn  to  co-operate  with  the  majority. 

He  also  admitted  the  fact,  that  the  IVhigs  did  not  all  merge  with  the  xkboli- 
tionist.s  and  the  Know  Nothings  in  the  Fusion  ; bat  that  the  high-toned  and 
lujuorable  portion  of  that  once  glorious  party  co  operated  with  the  Democracy 
in  tiie  elections.  He  said  that  the  Democracy  of  Illinois  owed  their  triumph 
in  the  State  eicetioas  by  a majority  of  3.000  votes,  and  in  Col.  W.  A.  IvieL- 
ardson’s  district  in  the  success  of  that,  gallant  and  indotnilahle  State  Kiglits 
man — -to  Y’hig  votes,  lie  said  that  ten  per  cent,  of  the  Yvmig.s  of  tine  State 
had  segregated  themselves  from  the  ma,-s  of  their  party,  and,  by  rallying  to  the 
fide  of  the  Democracy,  iiad  saved  the  State  ticker  and  Colonel  Richardson.  Yfe 
take  pleasure  in  making  prominent  this  declaration  of  Judge  Douglas,  hm  God 
forbid  that  any  Sotitiicrn  editor  should  refuse  to  acknowledge  a fact  so  dear  to 
the  wlu'lc  South,  and  so  honorable  to  the  Ibiiver  Grays  of  the  North.  In  the 
sam.e  degree  that  we  iterate  and  reprobate  the  fact  that  the  Know  Nothings  cf 
the  Norrh,  as  a party,  and  the  great  body  of  the  Whigs  of  the  North,  as  eitiiOr 
Froesoikrs  or  Know  Nothings,  oppose  the  great  Douglas-Ncbiaa'ka-Srate-Rights 
priuc‘i[de  of  p('pular  sovereigrity — do  we  rejoice  in.  exult  over  and  reiferare  the 
iact  that  an  honorabm,  indexible  fragment  of  the  old  AViiig  party  of  ibc  North 
ftill  cling,  even  unto  political  marTvrdom,  to  tue  Coostitution  of  ibcir  country. 

Deehiring  that  the  Know  Nothings  everywhere  at  the  North  co-operated  with 
the  F.rsiON  in  ostracising  and  proscribing  Nebraska  men  and  warring  upon  the 
Nebraska  [uduciple,  the  JupriE  went  into  a calm  and  mo.st  overwhelming  argu- 
ment -fgaiust  that  orgnniz  iliun.  He  as.sailed  it  as  Imstile  to  that  ('y)eu,  free,  a'ii- 
which  was  essential  to  the  health  and  vitality  of  popular  government, 
ills  arguiiumt  upon  this  topic  was  as  clear  and  convincing  as  it  was  striking  and 
origiri  i!,  '1  he  Know  Nothing  Order  not  only  shrank  from  full  and  open  diseu.s- 

fiou  tuf  me  the  people,  but  it  struck  a dimdly  blow  at  the  principle  of  represen- 
•tafive  accountability  to  tl.o  pecq  Ic,  by  sub.stituting  the  secret  club  whi.eh  nomi- 
nated the  legislator  or  the  executive  ollicer,  for  the  people  at  large,  in  whom 
<uiv  is  lodged  the  sovereign  A’  of  the  State. 

Me  ass  jii-.‘d  rdieir  oaths  in  a |)owerfu!  but  cairn  and  rospeclful  argument.  An 
r.ath  lo  obey  the  dictati.m  of  rhe  club  wac'  an  oath  to  disregard  tiie  dictroc-s  of 
coi'-ci-nee  in  all  cas-.'s  whore  tlie  individual’s  opinion  (ioniiicted  with  the  decree 
of  tlse  rti-ff,  r.  It  ."iibsratuted,  in  a gi'venimeut  w here  tlie  in'lividual  and  the 
pc'.'ph*  are  sovrgeign,  a coiifiicting  sovereignty  and  a diilcrent  and  dangerous 
fiUtliuriqv,  tiu.t  of  a secret  and  irresponsible  cabih 

IN:  -;did  tie  r.:  were  a great  mmy  hotiest  men  who  saw'  tho  dtileiiuna  in  wdiieli 
their  <n  imw  >.  o*  liiugi.-m  placed  them  as  good  cidzen.s,  and  yet  vrere  deterr-edi  from 
leaving  the  Order  from  con.scieudous  scruple.s  in  regard  to  the  oath  tliCV  i.ad 
taken  in  thc'.r  initiation,  ife  did  not  think  an  oath  to  violate  one’s  conscience 
ought  to  be  obeyed,  and  he  cited  tlie  pa.''^ago  from  Sr.  Mahk,  reciting  the  oc- 
currence bet'ween  Herod  imi  the  daughter  of  llcrodius,  as  illustrating  the  fatal 
ccus.equences  of  a viclou.s  vovy. 

For  TTe.rnd  himself  had  sent  forth  an<l  laid  hold  upon  John,  and  hnund  him 
in  prison  tor  Heredias'  sake,  hia  brother  i'hiiip’s  vs  ife;  for  he  bad  married  her. 
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I’or  had  said  unto  Herod^  It  is  not  lawful  for  thee  to  have  thj  brother's 
wife. 

Tliercrore,  Ilcrodias  had  a quarrel  against  him,  and  would  have  killed  hinq 
but  site  etnild  not. 

F<f!'  Herod  feared  John,  knowing  that  he  was  a just  man  and  an  holy,  and 
observed  hitu;  and  when  he  heard  him,  he  did  many  tbine^s,  and  heard  him 
ghully. 

And  when  a convenient  day  was  come,  that  Herod,  on  his  birth-day^  made  a 
suj'fier  to  his  lords,  liigh  caj'tains,  and  chief  estates  of  Galilee; 

And  when  the  daughter  of  the  said  Heredias  came  in,  and  danced,  and  pleased 
Her-d  and  them  that  sat  with  him,  the  King  said  unto  the  damsel,  ask  of  me 
wiiatsoever  thou  wilt,  and  I will  give  it  tliee. 

And  he  m'ore  unto  her,  whatever  thou  sbalt  ask  of  me,  I will  give  it  thee, 
even  unto  half  of  rny  kingdom. 

And  she  went  forth,  and  said  unto  her  mother,  what  shall  I ask?  and  she 
said  the  bead  of  John  the  Jkiptist. 

aVnd  she  came  in  straightvva}’  with  haste  unto  the  King,  and  asked,  snjine’,  I 
wi'^h  that  thou  give  me,  by  and  by  in  a charger,  the  bead  of  John  the  Ikip- 
tist. 

And  the  King  was  exceedingly  sorry;  yet  for  his  oath's  sake,  and  for  tliedr 
sakes  which  sat  wdth  him,  he  w'ouid  not  reject  her." 

The  distinguished  speaker  advised  the  Hernocracy  against  an  unlawful  alliance 
with  the  llerodias  of  Feder;dism,  and  against  pledging  themselves  to  the  damsel 
Knov/  Xothingism,  her  daughter,  by  unlawful  oaths  and  rash  stipulations  of  the 
favors,  contrary  to  conscience,  to  old  friendship  and  to  duty. 

He  examined  the  trusts,  prescribed  by  tlio  Order  hm  ofrieo  and  suiTrage,  and 
W’as  especially  able  and  powerful  in  his  exposition  of  their  uiiconstitutionality 
ari'l  antl-repuhlicanism. 

The  first  of  these  tests,  was  hirth,  a test  familiar  in  England,  and  in  monar- 
chies ; but,  until  now,  unknown  in  these  free  States,  where  the  great  test  wms 
vif^rit.  Firth  was  a thing  over  which  men  had  no  control  and  did  not  enter  at 
all  into  the  republican  qiialificatiori  of  merit.  It  did  not  follow  that  everybody 
born  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  was  fit  for  suffrage  and  ofiice,  any  more  t'nan 
that  all  born  on  the  other  side  were  unfit.  Idverybody  knew  that  America 
could  produce  rogues  as  well  as  honest  citizens  ; indeed  he  was  not  sure  but 
tliat  she  could  beat  the  world  in  rogues  as  well  as  in  every  ether  article.  She 
ceriainiy  produced  a larger  proportion  of  honest  citiz^-ns  than  any  other  countqv  ; 
for  here  merit  had  been  made  the  test  of  qualification  for  ofiice,  and  furnislied 
an  inducement  to  rectitude.  The  test  of  hlrth  was  arbitrary  and  aristocratic  ; 
the  test  of  merit  was  pliilosophic,  just,  and  democratic.  It  was  a great  demo- 
cratic test,  and  true  Democrats  could  not  abandon  it  for  the  monarebial,  acci- 
dental and  nnjust  principle,  that  merit,  or  qualification,  or  superiority,  was  de- 
pendent on  birth.  ' His  allusion  fo  his  gallant  collearrue,  General  SHrEi.DS,  a 
soldier  vrho  had  not  shed  blood  enough  for  his  adopted  country  to  atone  for  the 
accident  of  his  birth  on  Irish  soil,  vras  touching  and  eloquent. 

The  test  of  rcli</ious  h>lief  was  arbitrarv,  unjust  and  oppressive.  It  t\as 
contrary  to  the  (Jonstiiution,  which  e.xpressly  forbade  that  “ any  reli’jioiis  t^'H 
should  rrer  be  re<[uired  as  a ejualiiicafion  to  any  office  of  public  trust  under  (his 
government."  Every  Knovr  Nothing  wlio  took  an  oath  binding  liim  to  try  can- 
didates by  this  test,  took  an  oath  aL^ain-^c  the  (Jonstitatioii  of  the  I'nion.  Ho 
did  not  charge  tlicni  with  intentional  culpability  in  this  act,  wbicli  be  knew 
they  must  have  done  in  thoughtlessness  and  witiiout  duo  examination,  but  he 
v-urned  them  against  persisting  in  an  oath  in  direct  antagonism  to  the  Gousti- 
tutiuu  of  their  country. 
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We  have  glanced  rapidly  over,  and  stated  loosely  some  of  the  leading  topics 
ot  Judge  Douglas’s  speech*  It  is  possible  that  we  ma}’  succeed  in  obtaiiiing 
from  the  distiuguished  Senator,  a full  report  of  it ; but  fearing  we  might  not 
he  able  to  do  so,  we  could  not  refrain  from  presenting  to  our  readers  the  fore- 
gointr  al'Stract  of  an  address  which  will  long  be  remembered  in  ilichraond,  and 
which  was  asdigniiiod,  national,  statesmanlike  and  able  as  was  ever  delivered  be- 
fore the  ]>eople  of  this  city. 

some  cynical  objections  are  rife  among  the  opposition  to  a citizen  from  a 
Kortlmrn  State  having  thus  taken  part  in  our  domestic  contest,  it  is  due  to  hir. 
Di'iUglas  to  say  that  it  woes  with  great  diiucult}'  be  could  be  induced  to  speak 
here,  on  his  rapid  transit  through  the  State,  as  we  personally  know.  If  there 
is  a man  in  the  Union  in  whom  such  a “ crime’'  would  be  no  crime,  it  is  in.  the 
author  of  the  llepeal  of  the  Missouri  Proviso.  . ; . - 


MU.  HUNTER’S  SPEECH  IN  RICHMOND. 

The  speecii  of  Senator  R.  M.  T.  Hunter  was  one  of  the  roost  argumentative 
and  unanswerable  that  was  delivered  in  the  whole  campiign.  This  speech  was 
published  and  extensively  circulated,  and  that  with  telling  eiTect  during  the 
criuvass.  It  is  a document  which  will  ever  repay  an  attentive  perusal. 

Fellow  Citizens  : I appear  before  you  thi.s  evening,  not  merely  to  show  roy 
appreciation  of  the  courtesy  of  your  invitation  to  address  jou,  but  also  because, 
in  the  present  critical  condition  of  public  ahairs,  I desire  to  commune  with  my 
frietids  and  constituents.  I also  wish  to  speak  to  the  people  of  this  good  city, 
who  iiave  proved,  by  their  past  history,  that  whenever  the  safety  of  the  govern- 
inent  or  the  honor  of  the  State  demands  a service  at  their  linnds,  the  call  will 
not  be  made  upon  them  in  vniin.  1 stand  here  this  evening  to  a]'peal  to  you,  in 
die  name  of  both  these  high  eonsideratious,  and  if  I fail  to  make  good  that 
appeal,  it  will  be  owing  to  my  fault,  and  not  because  the  occasion  docs  not 
justiiy  it. 

I'cace  has  its  trials  as  well  as  war;  and  the  same  spirit  which  gathered  your 
5 <ns  around  the  Ihig  of  the  country  in  the  W'ar  of  1SP2,  will  rally  them  to  the 
detence  of  the  political  banner  of  their  native  State,  if  they  see  it  about  to  bo 
prostrated  and  trainplcl  in  the  lust.  I have  said  that  the  present  is  a critical 
coriditio.n  of  public  nliairs  ; and,  truly,  the  signs  of  the  times  are  such  as  to 
warr.-vnt  me  in  thus  characterizing  it.  In  the  world  without  wc  have  war,  and 
shoulhi  it  continue  much  longer,  or  enlarge  the  ilold  of  irs  operations,  it  is  im- 
pussible  but  that  some  of  its  agitations  inu->t  reach  us  also.  Vdithin,  the  cle- 
iiicnts  of  domestic  strife  are  already  maturing  in  angry  discontent,  as  if  in  pre- 
sage (J  the  coming  storm.  The  cloud  which  for  so  long  has  hung  ia  the 
northcasten'i  quarter  oi  oar  horizon,  grows  larger  and  darker,  and  is  visibly 
neanng  us  in  the  distance.  AV’hen  was  it  ever  before,  that  a majority  of  the 
popular  branch  of  Congress  would  probably  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  slavery 
in  the  I.b.'Anct  of  Columbia;  of  abolishing  what  is  called  the  douu'Stic  slave 
trade  ; of  aboU>hing  slavery  vrhereevor  it  may  exist  in  the  Territories  ; and  to 
repeal  the  iugiti\e  slave  law,  t>)  say  nothing  of  the  restoration  of  tho  odious 
iMissouri.  restriction,  now'  , o happily  removed  '!  More  the.u  one  of  the  S'.)utliern 
StiUes  have  declared  that  d;c  exocuUmi  of  some  of  ttiese  meusur  s would  pre- 
Hent,  in  tiieir  up.niou,  the-  “ eu / rf/erU”  itsvif;  and  jet  to  such  extremidcs 
vvil.  the  present  House  of  Kepreseutruives  be  prubahlv  willing  to  drive  u>  at  the 
next  session.  Such  are  the  trials  for  which  we  have  already  had  uarning  to 
prepare.  Fur  the  present,  a X)emocratic  Drosideut  and  a Democratie  Senate 
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ptana,  as  tlie  lion  in  the  path,’’  between  them  and  the  execution  of  their 
measures.  But  these  anti-slavery  men  boast  that  tiiey  have  already  secured 
“ the  (Jhiirch,  the  School  and  the  State,”  the  great  natural  corporations  of  ail 
human  society,  a.s  they  have  been  not  inaptly  denominated  ; and  that  they  are 
thus  possessed  of  all  the  main  avenues  tlirougl.i  vLieli  publi(;  seuilmcnt  in  the 
North  may  be  coucentratod,  and  poured  upon  the  devoted  South.  And  what 
are  our  pre])ara'Lions  for  this  contest  ? It  is  evident  that  we  must  depend  upon 
ii’ruth,  the  Constitution,  the  sacred  compaot  of  Federation,  and  such  defences  as 
wo  may  make  in  their  behalf,  for  our  safety  and  peace.  Are  we  burnishing  our 
armor  for  the  hglu?  Are  wo  making  ready  for  the  contest?  Tberso  are  some 
of  the  topics  upon  which  I desire  to  eommime  with  you  this  evening. 

. Fellow  citizens,  it  seems  to  me  tiicre  is  yet  another  circumstance  which  must 
make  us  more  an.vious  with  regard  to  the  futirre.  It  is,  that  these  issues  have 
been  precipitated  upon  us  with  the  assistance  of  a new  and  strange  party,  whioli 
has  arisen  in  our  midst,  wddeh,  by  some  wild  freak  of  taste,  or  in  some  lit  of 
iGckless  levitj,  has  called  itself  “ the  Know  N’otldng  party,”  whose  opininns 
upon  many  important  subjects  arc  unknown,  and  whose  principles  in  regurtl  to 
some  other  subjects,  so  far  as  known,  would  seem  to  be  highly  mischievous  aud 
dangerous. 

1 have' sail  that  these  isms  had  been  precipitated  upon  us  with  the  assistance 
of  this  party  iu  the  North.  Can  there  be  a doubt  of  it?  They  coustituteJ  a 
P'-.rtiun  of  the  '•  fusionists”  who  sought  to  turn  out  young  Dodge  of  Iowa,  who 
had  been  so  true  to  the  Consiitutiou  and  just  to  the  South,  and  to  substitute  a 
free-soilcr  in  his  place.  In  Illinois,  too,  they  acted  in  like  manner  towards  the 
gallant  Shields.  In  Massachusetts,  the  Know  Nothings  constituted  a majority 
of  those  who  sent  'Wilson  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  where  his  decla- 
rations have  been  such  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  his  extreme  and  dangerous  opi- 
nioDs  upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Indeed,  I heard  Judge  D.^'Uglc-SS,  in  a 
debate  in  the  iSenaro,  declare  that,  in  the  non-slaveholding  States,  this  new 
party,  so  Dr  as  he  was  aerpuaintod  with  its  history,  had  invariably  cast  its  vote 
for  the  anti -slavery  and  anti-Nebrasbra  candidates,  and  he  challenged  an  instance 
to  be  produced,  in  which  they  had  voted  for  a candidate  in  favor  of  the  Nebraska 
bill.  The  case  could  not  be  produced,  except  that  Govcn\or  Seward  mentioned 
some  one  man  in  New  York,  who  had  been  elected  to  some  office  by  the  vote  of 
the  Know  Nothings.  To  which  Judge  Douglass  well  replied,  that  in  A’ew  York 
there  vrere  two  Know  Nothing  parties,  one  the  ‘‘  bogus,”  and  the  other  genuine, 
so  that  there  might  be  grave  mistakes  in  referring  to  tlieir  action  in  New  York 
for  an  explanation  of  their  principles.  Now,  all  this  proves  one  of  two  things, 
cither  that  this  party,  in  the  Noriii,  is  deeply  infected  with  the  abolition  feeling, 
or  cDe,  that  it  is  so  indifferent  upon  tlic  subject,  that  it  is  willing  to  elect  men 
who  would  drive  the  South  to  any  extremity,  and  expose  us  to  the  most  severe 
and  dangerous  trials.  How,  then,  can  we  affiliate  with  men  who  seem  to  con- 
sider the  peace  and  safety  of  tho  South,  as  the  cheap  material  upon  which  rash 
experiments  may  be  tried  with  impunity  ? Ought  it  not  to  make  us  anxious  to 
find  that  the  overtures  for  aililiatiou,  inade  oy  cuch  a party,  have  not  been  in- 
stantly rejected  by  Southern  men  with  scorn  ? 

it  .seems  to  me,  that  the  very  ai'pciitioa  of  such  a party  in  our  midst,  is  cal- 
culated to  inspire  feelings  of  distrust  and  apprehension.  AVhen  was  it  ever 
heard  of  before,  that  a party  could  be  organized  for  political  purposes  in  this 
b’tate,  whicli  deliberated  and  acted  in  secret,  and  veiled  tho  very  names  of  tlieig 
tnembvTs  in  impenetrable  my.sfery  ' U'iien  was  it  ever  bAbro  that  a party  could 
luivo  cud.sted  here,  avowing  iixelf  o.)  be  strong  enough  to  seize  upon  the  udmi'iistra- 
tion  of  pnhlic  afftir.'?  in  this  gimu  confederacy,  aud  yet  refusing  to  declare  in 
opinions  upon  all  the  leading  quc.stions  which  have  heretofore  characterised  our 
p''‘‘itieal  divisions?  'Wiien  it  o'Ught  to  speak,  it  is  silent,  ami  s'une  of  the  sen- 
timents it  does  speak,  in  my  opinion,  ought  neither  to  be  entertained  nor  ut- 
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tcred,  I>at  wbnt  can  be  the  purpose  of  n secret,  political  society  in  this  country, 
or  what  can  be  its  legitimate  obiect?  Umber  tfio  despotic  g'>vertimeiits  of  rlie 
old  world,  we  have  IjCurd  of  snob  organizatioo^,'but  their  object  was  to  strike 
at  the  ruliiiic  power  in  tlic  State;  they  concealed  not  only  thtdr  deliberations 
and  actions,  but  alsa  the  natnes  of  their  inembers,  because  if  either  had  l)ocn 
known,  their  rulers  would  not  only  have  fr  is.trated  their  purposes,  but  punislood 
the  indivi  lu.als  w ho  eDtertaincd  them.  Under  such  circumstances,  w'e  can  see 
sorne  roasou  fn-  their  secrecy,  but  what  excuse  can  be  offered  for  a secret  polit- 
ical or‘;i:a[iiz.ati  til  in  this  country  ? Here  the  ruHoig  power  is  that  of  the  people; 
it  is  populir  sovereignty  which  governs.  Is  that  the  power  wdiicb  this  new 
party  strikes  at?  is  it  popnlar  government  which  they  wi.^ih  to  subvert?  ''tV'hy 
cntKcal  themselves  and  tlicir  action  from  its  supervision,  uidess  they  fear  it; 
and,  why  fear  it,  unb-ss  tbev*  are  oppo.-ed  to  it  ? dVhat  they  profess  upon  this 
sub'ject  we  d)  not  know;  this  may  be  amonwst  the  secrets  of  the  prison  house. 

Hut  this  we  do  know  that  they  refuse  their  sympathies  to  the  people,  and  strike 
at  tlie  wholesome  ami  legitimate  inllaeuces  of  public  opinion,  by  acting  secre  tly 
and  withdrawing  from  its  jurisdiction.  Xow  I say,  tliat  the  parry  wdiicb  strikes 
at  the  jmst  influence  of  public  opinion,  and  refuses  to  submit  its  political  action 
to  that  wholesome  jurisdiction,  strikes  at  popular  ptovernment  it-clf,  for  it  is 
through  the  action  of  the  former  that  the  latter  becomes  practicable  or  even  pos- 
sible, Why  is  it  that  we  so  often  hear  it  .said  of  such,  and  such  a people,  that 
for  ti'.em  a popular  and  free  form  of  governmen t is  impos.sible?  Because  there 
cxi-'Is  not  aniongst  theifi  a satliciently  free  and  enlightened  state  of  public  opin- 
ion to  enable  the  people  to  direct  properly  the  affairs  of  their  government,  ilut 
Itnw  can  public  opinioa  be  cither  purified  or  enlightened,  unless  there  be  free 
triouglit,  free  speech,  and  a free  press;  and  how  can  the  people  think,  •?pc:)k, 
ami  print  freely,  if  the  proper  subjects  for  such  action  are  concealed  from  their 
view  ? To  make  a popular  government  possible,  that  government  must  be  di- 
rected by  popular  opinion,  iiitcHigeutly  formed  upon  the  subjects  of  its  action, 
and  not  b}'  cliance*sen timent  or  impromptu  emotions.  In  the  one  case,  law  is 
a rule  prescribed  by  the  supreme  authority  in  a .State,  and  government  becomes 
.systematic  arid  regular  ; in  the  other,  law  is  a mere  matter  of  impulse,  and 
goverumont  a succession  of  shifts  and  contrivances  to  avoid  anarchy.  But  how 
c;;n  tliG  people  form  an  opinion  wdth  regard  to  the  subject  of  their  political  ac- 
tion, unless  the  J(}libe-rations  before  them  be  open  and  public  ? 

d he  framers  ot  our  Constitution  felt  the  necessity  for  publicity,  in  regard  to 
political  action,  so  deeply,  as  to  prescribe,  that  ^U*ach  House  shall  keep  a jour- 
nal  ot  it.s  proceouings,  and,  from  time  to  time,  pubii.-h  the  same,  excepting  such 
parts  as  may  in  their  judoment  require  secrecy;  and  tiio  yeas  and  na.ys  of  the 
rnemoers  ot  cither  iluuse  on  any  cjuestion,  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one-fifth  of 
tiiosQ  present,  be  entered  upon  the  journal.’^  This  journal  wa.s  to  be  kep>t,  and 
published,  in  order  that  the  miadit  understand,  and  criticise,  and  regulate 

tne  procec'iings  ot  their  servants,  who  are  thus  made  to  act  under  a constant 
Hen -u  of  tlie  supervision  of  the  con.^tituent  body.  Even  so  small  a minority  as 
one  tltth,  w>me  autliorised  to  order  the  yeas  ami  nays,  tlmt  each  member  should 
be  held  to  lus  individual  respon.'ibint}^  and  that  tlio  weaker  partv,  when  it  felt 
Itself  aggrieved  by  the  stronger,  might  appeal  to  the  great  b.ir  of  public  opin- 
ion, wneri3  probably  uoier  tr.e  infiaences  of  truth,  reason,  and  just  feedimr, 
jmignierit  woai'i  be  pronounced  by  the  supreme  authority  in  the  S^ate,  a judg- 
ment wliicli  would  always  command  respect,  and,  in  most  instances,  carry  along 
with  it  conviction  also,  itliout  tlio  p»racti.-es  errrirsponding  avita  these  pr  >- 
Yisions  in  the  con.^tirution,  repr'^sentative  government  would  becc)me  impos.kibie, 
and  justice  a thing  no  longer  to  be  expected.  To  satisfy  ourselves  of  the 
truth  of  these  conclusions,  let  u.s  suppose,  for  an  instant,  that  tlio  American 
(.'Ongress,  deliberated  and  actud  in  .secrecy,  ll'.oy  long  would  its  representati\‘3 
character  endure,  and  for  how  long  afterwariU  could  it  probably  be  reckoned 
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the  free  governments  of  the  eartli  ? All  in'lividual  responslhillty 
woi’.lJ  he  gone.  No  man  couhl  tell  Innv  any  njombcr  vot('d,  Aec-rJiLijiy 
the  act  was  popular  or  unpopular  in  his  district,  he  wouM  be  entitled  to  the 
prO'UmptioD  of  having  voted  for,  or  against  it.  h’he  reasmis  upon  which  a mea- 
sure [tassed  could  never  be  given  ; the  j'.rnposif ions  naa'le  and  rejected,  wouid  ho 
uidniMwii,  and  thus  a powr:r  far  Junre  ii responsihle  than  any  ever  exercised  by 
cither  Caesar  or  C/.ar,  would  he  wiehled  by  this  many-headed  Hionstcr. 

jlut  the  old  fathers  of  our  .state  left  us  still  more  toneiusive  evidence  of  their 
estimate  of  the  importaiiee  of  publicity  in  pnlirieal  proceedings.  They  were  not 
content  with  exacting  it  from  the  ropre.-entative.  but  enforced  tl-.e- principle  on 
the  constituent  body  -also,  d’hey  required  each  elector  to  V(Ue,  not  by  tin*  dead 
letter  of  the  secret  ballot,  but  with  the  free  and  manly  utterance  of  th.e  “ living 
voice. And  thus  it  is,  by  wise  and  ancient  prescripdon,  that  tlie  Virginiau 
has  ever  given  his  vote  iti  tlie  light  of  day,  and  before  the  worM.  Idrescrving 
tlio  ‘Cxs  .iuhlirni  ,’’  and  prcs‘:mting  a brow  as  open  to  th.e  i;ispec!ion  of  liis  Ticinh- 
bor  as  his  heart  i.s  clear  to  the  search  of  Ilini  who  made  it,  he  stands  at  tlio  pcdls, 
proudly  conscious  that  he  is  there  the  muster,  not  as  the  man,  and  willing 
himself  to  meet  all  his  fair  responsihillties  to  public  opinion  ; for  that  act  uf 
power,  he  ju-'ly  expects  a return  of  the  same  generous  coutidence  frotn  his  fel- 
low citizens. 

laiit,  gentlemen,  I have  shown'  you  the  probable  effect  of  this  secrecy  upon 
the  rc'preseniative.  Should  we  mend  matters  much  by  transferring  it  to  tiie 
constituent  body,  or  rather,  to  the  portion  which  seeks  to  rule  it?  ihopuiar 
government,  to  be  good,  must  be  the  result  of  public  opiuion,  formed  vuth  all 
the  aids  of  a free  interchange  of  thought  oncl  sentiment,  but  this  inten  hango 
becomes  impossible,  when  a portion  of  the  people  seclude  themselves  from  their 
fellows,  ami  conceal  from  them  ^ludr  thoughts  and  purposes. 

}''opuiur  gowrnmenr,  to  be  just,  mimt  command  the  assent  of  a majenuty,  or, 
as  some  have  thought,  of  evtm  more  than  a majority;  but  here  is  a scheme  (.T 
a secret  political  orga;r‘zarion,  by  wbieb  a minority  may  rule  a maj'irity,  with- 
out the  least  responsibility  to  public  opinion.  In  t^.ie  first  place,  their  very  mys- 
tery gives  them  power,  ami  conveys  an  exaggera.ted  idea  of  strength  to  th.e  pub- 
lic mind  ; for  it  is  tiie  wav  of  the  world,  to  take  Omni  ifjnotvin  pro  rnp/nim  oN 
Nc-xt,  their  organization  and  discipline  mav  make  a minority  an  over  match  \'C 
the  undi.-cipiiued  majority  who  act  from  individual  impulse.  I.astly,  their  rules 
of  proceeding  seem  designed  to  secure  this  predominance  of  the  minority. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  ii  dividual  differences  of  opiuion  within  the  h'dgu, 
outside  of  it  they  act  as  one  man  ; , so  far  as  the  orvh',r  itself  is  concerned,  there 
are  before  t’he  public  eye  nedther  majorities  nor  minorities.  The  minoioty  inuc;t 
give  up  their  opinion  ; and  thus  the  order  acts  i>y  the  force  of  it.s  whole  nnui- 
bcr.“^.  aV  iiieasure  may  Imve  been  adopted  vrithin  the  order  by  a small  inajurity, 
but  hefure  the  public  it  carries  with  it  the  weight  of  the  whole  mass.  The  or- 
der itself,  as  compared  with  the  great  bo<ly  of  tlie  peoplr-,  mav  be  in  the  minor- 
ity, but  by  its  superior  oyganization  it  mav  divide  and  rule  them;  and  thus  a 
measure  may  be  passed,  although  a large  majority  of  the  people  are  really  op- 
posed to  it,  if  its  enemies  within  and  without  .he  order  are  estimate.!  together. 
It  is  no  matier  t'leri  where  you  e-talli-h  this  secrecy  with  regard  to  politi'.-al  ac- 
tion, the  elrdet  is  the  same;  you  de.-trnv  the  j'ust  inlluenees  of  imblie  opino'-n, 
nay,  you  make  the  existence  of  a public  opinion  impos.sible,  and  thins  popular 
government  itself,  becou  es  impracticable. 

Fell jw-citi/,.^’n^,  we  Iv  ve  hero.toforc  felicitated  onrsolves  upon  tlie  i lea,  (hat 
the  power  cf  j'ublic  opinion  in  this  country  was  becoming  so  innch  greater  an-l 
It  ore  enlighced  as  t>)  relieve  our  form  of  governmcrit  of  some  of  the  sui.j.  et.s  r-f 
its  hitherto  necessary  jurisdiction,  and  to  increase  its  capar'ity  for  cxtvui'llr.g 
over  greater  areas  of  territory  and  larger  masses  of  people.  Fut  it  seems  thac 
we  are  to  renounce  these  long  cherished  ideas,  and  a retrograde  march  is  fast 
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becoming  tlic  order  of  t.he  day.  Tn  tlie  name  of  Ilcaven  from  whence  do  the^o 
new  lights  spring,  which  are  so  to  uproot  the  lixod  opinious  of  centuries?  He 
who  seeks  to  destroy  the  iritiuence  of  public  opinion,  or  to  deprive  it  of  judi.s- 
dictiou,  strikes  at  the  moving  principle  of  human  progress  itself,  and  raises  a 
fratrieidal  hand  against  the  best  hopes  of  his  race.  It  is  this  iritiuence,  which 
}ias  given  the  greatest  impulse  to  the  marcli  of  huruan  improvement ; and  a.s 
the  mighty  sphere  of  its  jurisdiction  enlarges  with  the  growth  of  time,  the  gov- 
ernments and  institutions  of  man  are  called  up,  one  by  one,  to  answer  at  thai; 
great  bur  where  reason  is  free  to  plead,  and  tiuth^  when  once  revealed^  pronoun- 
ces its  irreveisible  decrees. 

Tlie  (Jhurcb,  the  Srato,  and  the  School  all  contribute  to  the  stream  of  thought, 
which  swells  the  mighty  tide  of  public  opinion,  and  each  profits  by  the  modify- 
ing inliuences  of  the  judgments  wdiich  are  pronounced  on  their  ideas  at  that  bar, 
by  way  of  return.  Here,  indeed,  is  the  great  and  conservative  tribunal,  before 
which  all  mast  in  turn  appear.  It  can  elevate  the  W’eak  to  the  level  of  the 
Etrong,  and  the  most  jiowerful  is  strengthened  by  its  aid.  Through  doors  of 
cak,  and  bolts  of  iron,  it  penetrates  into  the  closed  council  chamber  of  princvcs, 
where  its  voice,  ii  not  obeyed,  is  at  least  respected  and  feared.  It  whispers  the 
W'ord  of  warninii  into  the  secret  ear  of  the  ruler,  and  through  the  long  watches  of 
the  night  he  tosses  in  sleepiess  anxiety  to  ponder  upon  its  meaning.  None  are  so 
high  as  to  be  above  its  iniluence,  and  he  must  be  poor  indeed,  who  is  beneath  it. 
The.  weakest  and  humblest  of  iiiiiiian  beings,  if  he  be  strong  eriouodi  to  make  bis 
moan  audible,  may  summon  his  oppressor  to  appear  at  the  bar  from  whose  sen- 
tence he  can  neither  appeal,  nor  escape,  no  matter  what  may  be  hi.s  power  or  his 
place.  It  was  to  public  opinion  that  hlartin  Liuhcr  appealed,  when  he  took  is- 
sue with  the  See  of  iloinc,  whoso  power  at  tliat  day  was  nearly  co-extensive  with 
Chri-fendom,  and,  buiVu'C  that  bar,  the  poor  monk  became  the  peer  of  poniilts 
and  fkusars,  and  a judgment  was  pronounced  in  that  cause,  which  toppled  down, 
many  a place  of  sirmigth,  in  which  liuman  autlioritj  had  dreamed  it.self  to  be 
secure  for  centuries  yet  lo  come.  It  was  to  public  opinion  that  John  Locke 
appealed,  when,  st.ripped  of  his  living  and  feliow'ship  for  opinion’s  sake,  by  the 
cruel  edict  of  an  arbitrary  prince,  he  was  sent  forth,  a wanderer  upon  the  world, 
a hous<‘les3  and  homeless  man,  and,  as  was  vainly  supposed,  crushed  alike  in 
fortune  and  a-piration.  I’ut  bis  proud  spirit  refused  to  be  down,  and  be  spo-ke 
the  groat  work  in  iii.s  essay  in  favor  of  religious  toleration,  which  could  no  more 
be  limJied,  or  sdmiced,  until  the  test  acts,  and  persecuting  ordinances  of  his  na- 
tive land  had  talion  before  it,  and  the  great  doctrine  of  liberty  of  conscience  had 
been  establi.shed,  wherever  his  own  English  was  the  vernacular  tongue. 

A poor  geotch  philosopher,  who^e  views  when  first  publi.shed,  would  havo 
been  scouted  upon  "ch.uige,”  now  exercises,  through  the  force  of  public  opin- 
ion, a larger  irifiat;nce  over  the  laws  which  reirulate  the  trade  of  the  worhl,  than 
nil  tUe  merchant  princes  and  .statesmen  of  his  day,  Pynasties  which  have 
wit]i.stood  the  destroying  efforts  of  a Charles  the  Great,  a Turenne,  or  a hiarl- 
b"rouub,  ami  defied  the  :irt-  of  their  politic;'.],  or  strategic  skill  have  fallen  be- 
fore the  breath  of  public  opinion,  wiicn  put  into  motion  by  some  poor  scholar  or 
unheeded  philosopher,  svho  spoke  troiu  the  narrow  precinot.s  of  ids  neatloctcl 
cell,  or  dreary  garret.  The  ideas  of  Luther  and  liOckc,  ana  perhaps  of  Ibois- 
seau,  have,  through  the  force  of  publie  opiniao,  written  more  changes  upon  the 
face  of  human  institutions  ami  governments,  than  tlie  arts  or  the  arms  of  the 
statesmen  and  the  generals  or  whom  I Lave  spoken.  This  jurisdiction  ul 
the  only  earrlily  tribunal,  where  the  strong  end  the  weak  must,  meet  upon  eti'ui.1 
terms,  whore  reason  l>.  free  to  -peak,  arid  autii  ahme  is  powerful,  is  that  of  a.i 
others,  vrhich  rliis  new  party,  t ysoiuc  strange  perversity  of  opinion,  wunlJ  seek 
to  destroy.  What  a sin  against  Iranian  pimgross,  what  an  outrage  upon  tim 
best  liopcs  of  man  for  .soci-ai  and  political  improvement  ! Lut  why  should  this 
party  so  fear  public  opinien,  unless  they  believed  that  it  would  pronounce  again.-t 
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tUi  i ? If  t)icy  supposed  the  contrary,  would  they  not  seek  its  mighty  aid  hy 
|,r-'  ‘laimiug  their  purposes  to  the  world  ? There  can  be  but  two  motives  fur 
couce;i!ing  th.eir  action  upon  ])Oiifical  affairs,  which  concern  the  welfare  of  all, 
aaJ  these  are  either  the  fear  of  public  opinion,  or  a distrust  of  the  people. 
1'.^  this  a country  where  we  can  afford  to  eneoufage  a party  which  acts  upoa 
f,-)ch  ideas  y jiut,  fellow-citizens,  there  is  another  reason  special  to  ourselves 
for  rugarulng  secret  political  associations  as  mischievous  and  dangerous. 

Mr,  Cauiouu  used  to  say,  that  after  all,  the  political  issues  in  every  country 
grew  out  of  the  contests  of  two  parties,  which  belong  to  ail  organized  human 
bociaics — the  one,  be  called  the  tas  consuming  party, and  the  otber,  the 
“ tax  paying  party. The  tax  consumers  are  those  v, 'ho  receive  more  money 
from  tne  Trea.'>u.ry,  in  the  shape  uf  patronage,  than  they  contribute  to  it  in  the 
payment  of  public  due.s.  They  look,  therefore,  to  the  government  for  the 
nicariS  of  support,  and  vote,  not  as  citizens  seeking  moral  benefits,  but  as  indi- 
viduals in  pursuit  of  personal  interests  and  pecuniary  gain.  Tiie  tax  paying 
parry  are  those  who  look  to  goverTiineiic  for  political  good  only,  and  contribute 
more  in  money  to  the  Treasury  than  they  receive  in  return.  If  the  former 
obtains  the  chief  posver  in  the  t^tate,  then,  sooner  or  later,  there  must  be  an  end 
to  free  and  popular  government.  The  very  ends  of  their  organization  require 
thorn  iirst  to  increase  the  tuxes  as  much  as  possible,  in  order  to  swell  the  fund 
wdiich  is  to  be  converted  to  their  own  uses  ; and  next,  to  appropriate  this  mo- 
ney  unequally,  that  they  may  secure  themselves  the  liou’s  share.  In  such 
hands,  government  is  administered  for  the  personal  benefit  alone,  of  tliose  who 
manage  it,  and  not  for  those  for  whom  it  was  made,  if  its  original  furni  was 
popular — a species  of  tyranny  which  no  people  have  ever  long  tolerated,  vvbcii 
tiicre  were  so  many  to  be  served.  - In  the  downward  progress  of  free  institu- 
tions, when  their  doctrine  takes  this  direction,  the  first  symptom  is  the  appear- 
ance of  factions  which  look  not  to  iho  general  good  of  society,  but  to  the  par- 
ticular interests  of  themselves.  Headed  by  such  men  as  Sylla  and  Marius, 
cruel  oppression  and  bloody  proscription  become  the  order  of  the  day,  until  the 
peo|de,  weary  of  their  sufferings,  seek  proteetbm  from  them  all  under  a (Jicsar, 
preferring  the  “ dead  level  of  an  Oriental  despotism,''^  to  t.be  unequal  exactions 
and  diversified  tyranny  of  this  many-beaded  monster.  Now,  in  this  country, 
the  tciuptutions  and  iacilities  for  the  formation  of  such  a party,  arc  so  great  as 
to  make  its  appearance  a thing  to  be  feared  and  guarded  against.  The  fund 
tvluch  constitutes  the  object  of  plunder  is  already  great  and  daily  growing  to  be 
enormous.  Forty  or  fifty  millions  of  annual  expenditure,  soon  to  be  increased, 
probably,  as  our  country  grows  an  I enlarges,  to  sixty  or  seventy  millions,  cou- 
sriiutcs  a fund  which  holds  out  a grout  temptation  to  those  who  may  be  dis- 
posed to  struggle  for  it  as  prize  money.  The  facilities  too,  for  forming  suMi  a 
party  are  by  no  means  small.  It  may  be  a combinatioD  of  two  particular  inte- 
rests, to  live  upon  exactions  from  a third,  buck  wms  believed,  by  .sorrie,  to  bo 
the  effect  of  the  old  American  system,  which  united  the  manufacturing  and  in- 
terii  il  improvement  interests  against  tiie  agricultural.  Or  the  cainbinatiou  may 
con-i.st  of  two  sections  against  a third.  If  the  taxes  are  raised  and  expended 
tinequally,  the  majority,  vfho  control  the  govomiiiicnt,  may  be  interested  in 
£ Welling  the  public  r-esourccs,  whose  burden  falls  on  a part  ami  whose  bencfit.s 
sre  mainly  appropriated  to  themselves.  laist  and  worst,  the  day  may  arrive 
■when  a mere  combination  ;.f  cu'me-boirU'r.s,  by  means  of  their  numbers  and  su- 
p'-rcjr  organization,  may  le  strong  eno’igh  to  administer  the  government  lor 
imuT  own  purricu'ar  beruffO.  Any.  or  all  of  these  events,  which  are  possible, 
v.'<>!ild  dtotrny  our  popumr  *nffitutions.  What  ims  'neon  our  prntectior!  again-.u 
ffd'  danger  licrctofore  ? it  b is  consisted  in  the  pul)licity  of  political  pii>ceed- 
Parties  wore  forced  to  divide,  upon  principles — principles  which,  looked, 
pr  ywofessoi  to  look,  to  the  good  of  the  wbrle,  and  not  of  the  part.  Political 
i-ssuys  were  thus  forced  to  be  broadly  taken,  and  argued  upon  general  and  goue- 
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rolls  view’s.  The  one  or  the  other  party  was  wrong,  of  course,  but  still  th» 
country  eoulJ  not  !>e  mn  /h  injured  by  either  ; beetiu^e,  if  th.o  good  of  t le  \vh>,le 
was  really  the  objecr.  of  pursuit,  their  uieasures,  when  adopted  hy  the  govcrr!- 
rnentj.would  be  ahanidoncd,  if  proved  to  be  injurious.  The  people,  too.  are 
thus  save:'!,  as  far  as  it  is  p;»ssible  to  save  them,  from  the  selii'h  combinations  of 
vdiieh  b he.ve  been  spo  ikitjg.  8o  h)ng  as  political  action  is  public,  they  ohs.-rve 
the  fact,  if  men  of  opposite  political  opinion  are  S’.iddcnly  found  voting 
er,  and  suspecting  scltidi  vieW',  by  a sort  of  instinct  of  self-preservation,  ti'ipy 
are  sure  to  strike  at  the  corn'nination.  But,  destroy  all  this,  convert  the  public 
'liicciing  into  the  si'crct  association  for  p'olirical  purposes,  and  wha.t  is  to  ■^ave  i:s 
fro;n  tiie  domination  of  such  a party  as  that  which  I have  been  describiiojt '/ 
There  is  the  strouirost  tc!n[>tari<ni  fu'  sued)  action,  and  you'remove  the  most  eid- 
cient  restraint.  Tlie  ‘‘  fear  of  licll,”  says  the  poet, 

Is  the  hangman's  wh?p, 

To  hold  the  wfotch  in  order.’* 

The  same  conservative  iriflucnco  is  exercised  by  the  fear  of  the  retributive  jus- 
tice a.l ministered  bv  pmbiic  opinion.  dVitliin  the  secret  canclavo  of  this  us'.-tci- 
ation,  tlmre  can  be  no  sjich  fear  to  restrain.  The  action  of  an  iinlividual  a.n'i 
the  Very  fict  of  liis  membership,  arc  concealed.  Individually,  he  is  responsible 
to  the  world  It  notiiinu.  If.dbre  the  nublo,  there  is  no  ,'^uch  thing  as  individ- 
ual respoiosibiliry,  or  opinion,  within  the  whole  hosts  of  the  Order.  All  must  obey 
the  edict,  all  irni-it  vindicate  the  opinion,  wdien  once  it  is  determined  upon. 
Here  the  disappointed  ofnee  seeker  niay  hide  his  blushes  under  the  shade.s  of 
secrecy  and  of  nighr,  as  he  <irives  rlie  perfect  bargain,  by  w’hich  bis  principles 
are  to  be  bartered  away  for  re;nnvod  iiopes  of  the  prize,  which  he  failed  to  so-izo 
before.  Rere,  too,  combinat.i')ns  f>r  the  most  seiish  and  dangerous  purposes 
may  bo  formed,  without  tlie  fear  of  punishment  or  detecrion.  If  they  do  not 
exist  now,  will  any  man  say  that  tli-ey  may  not  be  soon  expected,  with  sich 
temptations  and  facilities  Jb-r  tlncir  formataun  ? Permit  me,  fellow  citizeir-j,  to 
expose  the  dangers  of  such  an  association,  by  an  illustration,  w’hich  I think 
ought  to  strike  every  one.  \Vc  have  seen  that  the  action  of  the  last  Congress 
upon  the  Neiiraska  bill,  sevcrc<i  the  Whig  party  ds’orth  and  Souih,  For  the  re- 
peal of  the  Mwsouri  rest-iction,  not  one  vom  was  given  by  a Northern  Wh'g. 
The  Soiithorn  dfhigs  very  properly,  wifused  to  act  as  a party  with  such  confed- 
erates. If  there  are  men  am  mgst  <h(>m.  or  elsewhere  in  the  South,  who  pre- 
fer ouice  to  the  peace  and  safe ty  of  their  States,  and  who,  feeling  that  the  anti- 
slavery  sentiment  is  predomin mt  in  t!ie  tree  States,  which  constitute  the  majo- 
rity in  the  governtnen'%  would  be  willing  to  unite  with  them  in  order  to  s^w-ure 
their  own  personal  int'U-osts,  still,  tln'v  would  not  dare  to  seek  such  an  alliance, 
whilst  political  action  is  open  and  rmhlic. 

S)ich  a man  vrould  be  t.fr.ud  to  do  : b-e  ivould  tlie  public  opinion  ^'•f 
the  South,  the  ceasures  of  near]}’  all,  mg  and  Dmnocrat,  and  the  scorn 
liis  fellovv-citizens,  who  wouM  regcr  1 I'j-u  a-;  a renegade  and  traitor.  But  adopt 
this  contrivance  of  a .'Ccret  pohric.u  •a^':)cia’ ion,  and  how  easy  may  it  bt  : >t 
such  p'^rsofis  to  Pfect  their  purpo<-w.  The  union  may  be  mrmed,  and  yet  none 
can  ku'jw  it,  except  t'm-e  wlm  are  vindicate  it.  If  this  assoeiafii  O 

fails  in  its  ubjcct.s,  rue  world  i-  n-uic  tha  vrnrse  for  it;  if  it  succeed-i.  they  wui 
the  golden  pwizes  el'  o;  ice  and  pow»u‘.  t r which  they  aie  wiiling  to  ri-k  mu'.a 
more  perhaps  t'uan  the  ’ h.ive  put  in  p"r:!.  ddnui,  upon  thi->  daiiimrous  puesriou 
of  slavery,  the  Sund)  •.v.'U,!  I i’'-u  /Mr*  of  its  gr ‘it  d-ofeneC',  and  lo.so  the  pow<  r 
bj  ortforcc  the  united  a -d.>n  cl  h*T  s/ms.  Wliat,  c.ftar  all,  has  been  our  chi  U 
security  in  the  fierce  a git. ittmi  of  tui-'  <juwti.>u  f it  nor  been  in  tlie  tiuit  br 

warning  w'hich  wuis  giv*-n  un  l»y  tlm  p'ibUidrj-  of  political  prrceediogs  i"  i" 
dangerous  aati-slavery  agitation,  sprang  up  at  the  North,  it  was  open  and  puh- 


,l  iyi  a.  I to  I 0114  tfir'li  j-<f.n»«4(  ; 'T'.iT»ro  v^  W*ii*ftif  '*<<  Jfiu  UiiOO 

.^f  /<•«}  mtil  't'v  e<«!#  wvr 

m»  ^.o4  .'-^Woti^-,*  ttHT  aiuwNlrt*  ‘ J 

tt,  M*u!h  ilKfifl.  '3  W4A1*|  .tn-4f  -iw  - *.*  « >.<,  , ,3 

,6iKUK|  toi  ti  'vi^a»i/7  t;ii»»i  «r>i  4;*;^  '*M*  ^ 

•iivr*<'»  y»H4<vv  l»nO"1  vi^l‘J^^l^'  r*i.»  fu>f^?i  "‘  V'  *>"•  f 

Y'nf/  V.)  U^  rn><  l*fl«  ,1:1^^ 

^>dl  JTi^ynoj)  ,5fiilt  (la  <f>  firfillii  OJ  jSifff  v%n 

ru  ci  n|  ;R'vtrf‘iiT4**^  i.  j *14’'^ 

V IrHiiihO^oi  dstKl  671, I 4-Vi(,5  ^ : V ii  cWn;OiiffOf>  •)tii  <rm^ 

-S*»  i^itu  fid)  6/6«Jn  uov  hail  ^>«.‘  .'•  ifii***  7 ‘t  iif'{t^V|«i*5i  od*  w ^istfT 

‘ .jor*Ti«M 4n&i» 

.V  r, 

.•  , ' • "''/’♦U;  kT'**"  " '/•••■a'4  . ti 

’ ' ^ " 

-»f'  vvinr(fh^>i  difl  m'fl  T**f  f >-<W“  •*»  “r  n*MH*,‘Rrr  *}^hr.'ri^*nf>n  f^mm  oilT  ; 

^0  -ri-'J  uii’^iV/  ,/i4'.H4;,;r>  4(<^J»v7^^rwr.^n»!>o  iwU 

!>a»  h ;|ji'i7il)tii  c«  I0  b<vitt)(<»  '^<iT  of  -vifj^  tijwV  no  irj->  ^n^riif  ,6''cj« 

<h'i»«?  ‘‘f*  e;  m-iU  vt'-'l  ifioV  U ^ .^tti.frw  K.T  ^Hi^w>l)’^6^ 

V6'lf»  ^A-.^nn  if/,  ,V*hd  6<ii  'to  feiwul  tji'»94  1^»  Uj 

,unqu  b6iimn6^‘vb,^t  Vi  ^/H  4*ImU  lie 

Vn  A3^^i^e  Ofli  till  (»»<«  b9Jnlv<|q«5!i»  ail)  srt^H 

«^l0'j')<ih<T  »1«1  4v*'dw  ,nii.^rtid  ’io  Ut»  i9otjO$ 

GW-:'e  Iwi.,;).  >:4  thW  r<‘thq  . 

V./.OJI/4  -'dyvri  ,«OJ 

JOH  « U v^vii/  |l  ’ .^^Lwub  10  iimbiw  o4  y^nm 

r>*’H  <5-itV  ■ ot'i>d  %m  ts m viw  Ulv  *%!«»,, "J 

►*-ioon’>  ^^6»o;n<)V«  6^nt^' ot  ^ 

•M  'IjrT^rf .im  «){«in4i6K  odJ  b-njo 

'-•dV/  (87vjilr<’V,  ^-ff  'rWtV  •»%?  tri.i«  ficH  U l^oq 

ii5d<  r -^dT 

-fyjq  ' pd  w *»»^*  . »W''#’'  »»■« 

‘TiiQ  &(Jj  ililiJ  t‘iW  U -f  Vk# I'fp*  Sdf  oS  e^tfl^  if 

oJi  a;u)^im  ft-l' 'Hs^.«lfejf*^j(i9 •» 

tu*oU  oj  n-iho  oi  iTb.‘rfl  if5t?r  i « ^«ui;47  -id  e ’ 

. »^lu7;j:Kc  nn  dhu\t  ivoif  W .bTi»b  ipo 

/fciiv'iat  j^f  ooii»«  IAo^>y<^ 

\o  MU>i  flt.m'  a dpb,^'“ 

6ii3  bij« 

,•u^1?*n^  brill  ifjiok  (Vdw  ,«iiR?i}is>-»roJi61  '-^ 

Vi  t J JiVtxif  '(WfiO  7K»d  feb»  ir  W7^iA  % !^9^C7h10ffC 

^ fed  Yi'-tfl  ns>ii3«  01  w*(ki^ 

b di,,W:®  >1  " U {^Mr^  '^o  d^Ai  »^^dJ  )qm29  M V60>f  1^  . 

aiiy  ,4^tv>05!)tr<^  Tf  vi4l»«ti0  «i?  m 

n ftftsf  jl-rt  * /»^n«lifw  6ta  rudj  r ) Un^  ^ Ui  U tush^  aathg^  odt 

Au^v.,H.;,«b  /»fj  ijr.<jo  ,ui.HT  4m  4 bT  6^«4  • »>4t  n« <li  «toAi  'S' 

T;»r^  .^di  J«f  Imuj  Jf  - 134  <jn  4uh.>,  «»|U  V> 

V i46  “i-bKi  tpri  ,iU  li^V- ticdV/  >«»'«v7v»l  Mrn  eiU  - 

rtl  b|.i^4  Ji'fT  ti  M(t  « to  wiiJiiiiW  oi  tlnoow^: 

' vi  ' I , ..,T  k'‘mb*q  I0  -^ilt  x^  "Utr  o%vr^  «sw  ♦bltw  ^ttlaun 

taWiiVi^e  X'UfdiMas  ^ 


77 


lie.  The  conservative  press  of  the  country  took  the  matter  in  lianil,  and  an 
on'n)rtu'iity  was  given  I'V'r  exclianging  sentiment  between  the  different  sections; 
tiic  coiistMjuences  of  such  measures  could  be  pointed  oat,  and  thus,  even  in  the 
rmst  excited  stales  of  the  public  mind,  an  opportunity  was  afforded  for  the  so- 
bm’  secoini  thought  of  the  people  to  come  to  the  rescue.  J3at  now,  large  mas- 
ses niay  be  secretly  comiuittei  to  the  most  dangerous  opinions,  and  tiie  men 
may  be  soiected  to  carry  them  out,  without  tinie  for  previous  warning,  or  expos- 
tulation, so  that  opp)sing  sections  may  be  suddenly  brought  into  the  presence 
of  each  other,  and  precipitated  upou  the  most  daugorous  issues,  when  retreat  is 
Jiuieult,  and  compromise  becomes  impossible. 

J'bit,  fellow-citizens,  the  dangers  of  these  secret  associations  do  not  end  here. 
If  this  one  succeeds,  others  must  follow,  in  self-defence,  those  wliO  do  not  be- 
long to  this  order,  will  use  the  same  means  by  which  it  has  ocejaired  power; 
and  the  open  political  action  for  which  this  country  has  iieen  di.stiiiguished,  will 
be  converted  ia  a warfare  of  secret  associatinas.  Instead  of  the  open,  manly, 
sh-itid-up  mode  of  fighting,  so  characteristic  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  and  Anglo- 
American  rues',  wo  shall  substitute  the  dark  intrigue  and  stiletto  warfare  of  the 
Italian.  That  such  a change  in  our  political  habits  would  iiave  the  erlcet  of 
transiornring  the  moral  character  of  our  peo[>Ie,  is  not  to  be  doubted.  Is  there 
a man  present,  who  would  desire  to  see  t^ueli  transformation  ? ikdlow  citizens, 
let  me  beg  you  to  beware  of  these  secret  political  associations.  Ilewarc  of  the 
rayst-'.-ri:}U3  blandish  meats  of  this  no'»'7  seducer.  It  is  said  to  be  but  the  first  step 
that  costs.  You  may  be  tampering  with  a danger  of  whose  whole  character  you 
are  little  avrare. 

Tar  up  on  the  Missouri,  near  to  Fort  Benton,  upon  a high  cliff,  -which  com- 
mands an  extensive  view  of  the  surrounding  country,  it  is  said,  that  a Biackfoot 
Imliati  Chief  directed  hims-df  to  be  buried  on  horseback,  with  his  mcc  turned 
down  the  .stream,  to  look  oup,  as  he  .said,  for  the  white  man,  the  destroyer  of 
his  race,  when  ho  should  come  up  the  river.  If  you  would  look  out  for  the 
destroyer  of  your  free  institutions,  and  popular  form  of  government,  fix  your 
eye  upon  the  door  of  the  secret  policie-rd  association; — from  that  door,  the  worst 
enemy  of  all,  v/ill  come. 

But  [ have  not  told  the  "whole  story  against  this  new  Orde.^.  As  I said  bc- 
for*',  they  have  avov/cd  opinions  upon  certain  subjects,  v/iiich,  in  my  judgment, 
are  higldy  dang-rous  and  mi.-chievous.  d'hey  [uropose  to  de.-troy  the  liberty  of 
uonscienee  itself,  by  pi'oscribiog  the  members  of  the  Homan  Catholic  religi'.ut 
from  all  offices,  wh.3ther  high  or  low.  Thus  not  only  persecuting  these  men 
f'r  t'pini'in  sake,  but  introJucing  a religious  test,  as  a rimdification  fm  ouiee. 
1 kiujw  it  is  said,  that  this  proscription  from  office  is  no  persecution,  because  it 
is  net  accvinnanied  by  corporal  suLi'erenco  ; but  is  there  not  moral  degra-Iation, 
asu]  does  cot  that  often  carry  with  it  a far  keener  pang  to  the  sensitive  .-pirir,  than 
the  mo-t  .severe  physical  puni.shment  ? lou  say  that  the  Koiiiaii  Catholic  i.s 
unworthy  to  enjoy  the  full  privileges  of  a citizen,  or  to  fill  thy  meanest  office,: 
til  ti  men  of  all  oilier  religions  and  sects,  hlalioQiedans,  Buddhists,  oven  IniidLds 
and  A'hoist.s,  may  be  capable  of  imlding  office,  but  he  i.s  inc.ipibie,  because  lie 
cammt  bo  trustod  as  being  loyal  and  patriotic;  you  fix  upon  his  brow  the  br.ind 
of  p^fiuiieal  iurcriorify,  ami,  aider  wounding  him  tiius  in  the  p.ointof  honor,  you 
fay  he  h.a.s  .'suffered  no  punirhinent  I.s  not  such  moral  isolation  to  a noble  and 
temsicivc  mind,  more  than  bo-iily  incarceraiiun  sometimes  f 

Stone  walls  do  not  a pri.soa  make, 

Not"  irou  bars  a cage.’» 

Von  may  confine  a man’s  body,  and  if  he  enjoys  the  respect  and  kindly  feel- 
JUr-  of  \i\<  riio\  wlio  look  to  him  as  a imu-gw*  in  a noble  cause,  lie  l'C;ir.s  up 
chtcrfuliy  under  it  all;  but  not  so,  if  you  exclude  him  from  the  pale  of  iiuuun 
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sympathy,  ami  expose  him  to  public  insult  and  moral  isolation  in  the  midst  of 
his  kind.  Jtis  vain  to  say,  that  this  is  no  punisliinent  fur  opinica  Scoko.  ][i 
a coanri'v  like  tins,  v.  i!cre  office  has  heretofore  been  open  to  all,  the  exclu'^iua 
■would  ho  more  keenly  felt,  than  in  ot'iers,  where  the  privileno  was  not  so  c.'c- 
tensive,  jkat  our  glurious  old  Bill  of  Bights  provided  that  religion,  or  the 
duty  we  owe  to  oar  Croutor,  and  the  manner  of  discharging  it,  can  be  dirfujtt  l 
only  by  reason  and  conscience,  not  by  force  or  violence;  and  therefore  ail  men 
are  entitled  to  a free  exercise  of  rr'ligion,  according  to  the  dictates  of  c<:in- 
scieaoe,  and  that  it  is  the  timtual  duty  of  all  to  practise  Christian  forbearance^, 
love,  and  charily,  towards  each  otiicr/'  The  act  for  the  establlshmeut  of  reli- 
gious freedom,  passed  by  \Tn:iiiia  in  17SG,  and  upon  which  Mr.  JeiTerson  pri- 
ded himself  so  much  as  to  reckon  it,  along  with  tlie  ITeclaration  of  Indupcn- 
deuce,  amongst  the  things  for  whicli  he  ought  to  he  remembered  by  posteiffiy, 
declared,  that  no  man  shall  be  compelled  to  frequent,  or  support,  aii}^  reli- 
gious worship,  phioe  or  ministry  whatever,  nor  shall  he  be  enforceJ,  restrained, 
molested,  or  burdened  in  his  body,  or  goods,  nor  shall  be  otherwdse  suffer  on  ac- 
count of  bis  religious  o]iiniou  or  belief;  but  that  all  men  shall  be  free  to 
profess,  and  by  argument  to  maintain  their  opinions  in  matters  of  religion.;  ami 
that  the  same  shall  in  no  wise  //fmffi/.s/r,  enlartre,  or  alfect  their  civil  capacities.''’ 
Such  were  the  ideas  of  the  oh.l  fathers  of  our  State,  and  may  the  day  never 
come  when  they  shall  bo  treated  as  obsolete  ! 

]3ut  the  Fe«leral  Coustitutiuu  has  abso  something  to  say  upon  this  subjech 
It  expressly  declares,  ‘‘  that  no  religious  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a quali- 
Ccatiou  to  any  office,  or  public  trust,  rmder  the  United  States.’'*  Nowq  this  was 
manifestly  a provision  in  favor  of  religious  freedom,  and  it  was  intended  to  se- 
cure the  reality,  and  not  the  idea,  the  thing,  and  not  the  name,  the  substance, 
and  not  the  shadown 

The  thing  designed  to  he  secured,  was  that  the  offices  should  be  thrown  open 
to  persons  of  ail  religious  persuasion.s,  and  that  no  man’s  opinion  on  tliar  sub- 
ject should  incapacitate  him  tor  that  privilege.  Now,  we  obey  this  injuncd^'ln 
of  the  Constitution  in  the  lurter,  when  we  forbear  to  peuss  a law  establishiug 
such  tests ; but  do  we  not  violate  its  spirit  if  wc  transfer  the  deed  from  the 
representative  to  the  constituent  body,  and  bind  this  last  by  vow.s  and  pledges, 
to  vote  for  no  man  for  office  wh-'>  i.s  himself  a Catholic,  or  who  would  appoint 
members  of  that  reiigion  to  o.ffice  ? We  may  preserve  the  shadow  of  the  consTi- 
tutiouai  provision,  but  tlo  'rte  not  sacrilice  the  substance,  bvsuch  an  evasion  ? er, 
will  it  be  maintained,  that  tlm  Constitution  binds  us  only  as  members  of  the 
government,  and  not  as  indivi  lu-d  f’ltizens?  Surely  this  is  a poor  view  of  such 
a question.  IV e obey  the  C'u: 'tit.ution  not  as  a matter  of  compulsion,  but  c: 
choice;  not  as  a thing  forced  upon  us,  but  because  we  love  it;  because  we 
concur  in  its  principies,  and  sympatld.^e  in  its  spirit.  It  i.s  the  compact  of  g--^ 
vornraent  to  which  we  have  agreed,  and  we  are  bound  not  only  in  our  puldic, 
but  also  our  private  capacities,  (u  ux.'ciitc  it  in  its  spirit  and  truth.  The  CoO'- 
stitutien  of  the  United  States,  in  r-  iurence  to  its  objects,  may  be  said  to  con- 
sist ot  three  portions ; tirst,  it  estahli-iic.s  t!ie  machinery  of  government;  nc.xr, 
it  distributes  the  movimg  power  amongst  the  parts  of  the  machinery  ; ami, 
thirdly,  it  provides  certain  securities  for  tlie  rights  of  States,  and  of  individuals. 
Now,  these  last  are  of  the  very  essence  of  the  compact,  and  constitute  the  C'^n- 
ditions  up'm  winch  it  wa.s  formed.  All  the  parties,  therefore,  who  enjoy  tlo 
bcnelits  of  the  compact,  are  bound  to  carry  out  the  .stipulations,  whose  execu- 
tion may  depend  upon  their  aueocy.  Ibiw  often  have  we  complained  of  tb  c 
A"oi'therii  States,  which  ev.idc  th*'  obiigaUon  in  regaril  to  fucigu-.-lavcs,  an 
without  violating  the  1 -rr.'r  oi  the  C’on.itimtion,  dufeat  the  spirit  of  It.s  provis- 
ions by  interposing  olistacles  in  Hie  w'ay  of  the  recovery  of  such  inu'tivcs  la  3 
have  said,  ju'^tly,  as  i^  s-umis  tn  tlmt  when  they  take  the  bcnJlt  of  all  t .c 
provi.sioi!S  of  the  Con^itituticu  which  interest  thom^  they  are  bound  to  carry  '.'ut 
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in  ;rno.i  faith  tho^G  \^’h!ch  concern  the  other  portioG  to  the  compact;  tlieir  oh- 
is  to  carry  out  the  object  of  that  provision  in  its  spirit,  not  incrciy  to 
abstain  from  violating  its  letter.  ]N'ov>',  may  not  tlie  same  bo  said  of  the  pro- 
visimis  of  the  Ch-nstiuitiou  in  regard  to  religious  freedom  ? Were  they  not  also 
of  the  essence  of  the  compact?  Could  the  Federal  Constitution  have  been  rat- 
ified in  Virginia,  if  it  had  been  supposed  to  sanction  the  idea  of  the  cstablish- 
iimnt  of  religious  tests,  as  a.  npialiucation  for  oiiice.  As  it  is,  it  was  receives! 
with  fierce  opposition  by  many  of  our  most  distinguished  statesmen  ; Init  what 
\yould  have  been  said  if  it  has]  contained  an  authority  fir  such  religious  tests  as 
are  now  proposed  as  qualifications  for  office?  James  Madison  w'as  its  great  ad- 
Tocate  and  defender,  as  it  now  stands;  but,  in  Cue  contingency  of  which  I 
gpcak,  what  would  he  have  said  of  it,  distinguished  as  he  vtas  for  large  and 
generous  somiroents  on  the  subject  of  human  liberty?  And  what  would  edd 
George  fifason  have  sai:l,  the  author  of  the  declaration  in  favor  of  religious 
freedom,  in  cur  Bill  of  Rights?  And,  above  all,  what  would  he  have  said, 
W'bo  once  exclaimed,  ‘-Give  me  liberty,  or  give  me  death/’  vyhen  it  was  sup- 
posed that  life  and  property  were  imperilled  by  such  a declaration  ! 

Fellov'y-citizens,  I care  not  in  wh  it  capacity  it  be,  whether  as  representatives 
or  eonsritiicnts,  that  we  violate  tb.o  spirit  and  defeat  tlie  objects  of  the  Consti- 
tution; in  either  case,  we  sap  and  mine  the  foundations  of  our  governinerit,  and 
disregard  our  plainest  obligations  as  citizens. 

But  I object  to  this  proseriptica  of  Cath.ollcs,  on  account  of  their  religious 
opinions,  for  other  reasons,  which  arc  yet  to  be  given.  It  is  undoing  the  work 
of  3Iartin  Luther;  it  is  unprotestantizing  Protestantism  itself,  and  returning 
to  the  practices  of  the  darkest  ages  of  religioim  bigotry  and  persecution. 

VVhiit  was  the  great  oliject  of  Luther’s  mission  ? — Vfias  it  not  to  establish  the 
riuht  of  private  judgment  in  matters  of  couseicnce  ? And  what  was  the  gr^-at 
work  of  Prote-tantisui  ? Vfas  it  not  to  make  good  that  right  and  that  duty  of 
individuals,  and  to  enter  a solemn  protest  against  any  human  authority,  wh.crher 
of  bishops,  churches,  or  governments,  to  overrule  or  destroy  it?  And  yet  tbero 
ore  men,  claiming  to  bv  good  Protestants,  who  propose  to  punish,  by  proscrip' ion 
from  office,  all  persons  whose  private  judgments  lead,  them  to  the  adopiinn  of 
the  Catholic  faith.  I have  shown  how  such  a proscription  may  be  a puni^^binent 
of  the  worst  sort;  but  I go  farther,  and  say  that  the  idea  upon  which  this  is 
justified,  if  carrioi  out  to  its  Ingica  consequences,  must  lead  us  to  far  greater 
lengths.  In  short,  there  is  no  middle  ground  between  absolute  and  perfect  tol- 
eration on  the  one  hand,  or  positive  persecution  on  the  other.  If  the  Catholica 
are  unfit  to  hol  l any  office,  however  smr/il,  on  account  of  their  faith,  thc*y  aro 
unfit  to  vote  ; for  it  requires  as  much  patriotic  feeling  and  soiirul  judgment  to 
dn  r.jm  one  as  the  other.  If,  then,  they  are  irieoTiSpetcnt  to  the  discharge  of  the 
first  'Intiesof  citizen^^ihip,  and  are  to  be  treated  as  aliens,  the}"  become  dangerous 
members  of  the  society  which  thus  distrusts  them  : and  the  plainest  dictates  of 
pnidence  would  seem  to  require  their  rem'.'val.  Immis  XI\k  therefore,  who  re- 
voked the  edict  of  Nantes,  and  drove  so  many  of  his  Lhignenot  subjects  to  bear 
their  industry  and  their  arts  to  Germany,  Holland,  IlDgland,  and  even  to  thi.s 
country,  did  but  carry  out  the  principles  upon  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  act, 
to  its  inevitable  and  logical  consequences.  As  I said  before,  there  can  be  no 
rnid'ile  ground,  no  debatable  land,  betw'een  positive  prohibition  and  perfect  tol- 
eratirm.  If  the  right  of  private  judornciit  in  matters  of  conscience,  cxist'^  ;:A 
Jill,  it  is  absolute  and  ind-'pendent  of  all  human  authority.  Such  is  the  rosuU 
of  the  great  principle  established  by  Luther,  and  such  the  miehty  worl:  of  Rro- 
t'=‘stant  reform.  It  is  novv  a lit-lc  nnu’e  than  three  oentur;e-q  .since  the  city  of 
y/orms  presented  cno  of  the  ino>t  rmnark  dde  seecvs  which  lias  ever  aiq.'carcd 
Jn  the  course  of  human  affairs.  The  Bmperor  Charles,  the  German  Cionar,  bad 
convened  there  a diet  of  princely  dignitaries,  j’he  Archduke,  illectnf;:,  Land- 
graviw,  Margraves,  civil  and  ecclesiastical  Brinces,  Counts  of  the  Flmpiro  and 
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belted  Knights  were  there,  imraberiDg,  in  «]],  more  than  two  hundred  persons 
of  regal,  or  fiOini-rei';:il  estate.  That  Diet  was  assembled  to  consider  the  c i>o  of 
a poor  inouk  of  V/iUemburg,  vrlio  had  made  an  i.-suc  with  the  See  of  liorj:?, 
' upon  nothing  less  t.han  the  ri_ht  of  private  judgment  in  matters  of  coiiseieno  u 
and  dared  to  take  ;iQ  appeal  to  public  opinion  for  its  judgmont,  upon  that  i^reat 
co!itroversv.  So  poor  was  that  monk,  tiiat  lie  dep'caded  upon  the  ebaritv  of  000 
Ihuneo  f>i*  the  money  wliieh  was  to  bear  iiis  expenses  to  Vv'oinis,  and  upon  th.-.r, 
of  afioiher,  for  the  very  clothing  which  ho  wore  ; lie  had  n-ither  ouicial  place, 
nor  dignity,  nor  was  there  one  man  whoso  services  he  could,  as  a matter  uf  riadir, 
command  ; but  he  had  spoken  the  word  at  which  whole  nations  must  pau-e  to 
listen.  It  was  in  vain  that  ids  friends,  and  even  the  more  generous  of  his  ene- 
mies. dissuaded  hir!i  from  appearing  before  that  inet.  Xlmy  said,  that  the  Grr- 
man  Cktesar,  at  that  day  in  point  of  temporal  povrer  the  foremost  man  in  all  the 
World,  was  his  bitter  um.l  implacalde  foe;  that  ids  Spanish  cavaliers,  at  that  d ly 
the  truest  representatives  of  Christian  c.dvalry,  were  riding  about  the  streets 
upon  their  mules,  am.l  svtearing  vengeance  against  the  inonk  and  his  friends  ; 
that  tlie  Church  of  Homo,  whose  ecclesiastical  censures  then  fuladnated  ovtr 
nearly  the  whole  of  Christendom,  wouhl  be  there  vdtli  its  hostile  array  of  leatn- 
ing  and  power,  and  that  potentates,  ecclesiastical  uud  civil,  w’ouid  also  be  there, 
thirsting  and  crying  aloud  for  hC 'blood.  IJut  he  said  he  would  go,  if  there 
Wt?re  as  nruiy  <lovils  to  meet  him  in  Worms,  as  there  were  tiles  upon  the  houses. 
And  he  did  go,  he  did  appear  before  that  Cmuir,  whose  frown  indeed  was  terri- 
ble, hefaro,  iiiut  Church  exulting  in  its  pride  of  strength,  ami  hefare  rho--3 
pririccs  who  had  fixed  an  evil  eye  upon  him  ; his  face  was  pale,  but  wirb  stady 
and  not  with  fear  ; his  body  s)  emaciated  with  vigils  and  iab'jr  that  its  every 
bone  could  bo  detected  by  the  least  observant  eye;  in  human  form,  Le  w is  u : 
a!>ove  the  avurago  stature,  but  as  a representative  man,  the  representative  of  :a- 
miglifi'mt  i<'-;m  wliich  it  had  ever  htlien  to  mortal  lot  to  make,  he  towered  m 
morai  maje.-ij  to  the  height  of  that  great  argument,  by  which  he  was  to  sustaia 
it.  The  lire  of  hi^  eye  puenehed  not  in  the  pro:?encc  of  imr^erial  majesty  imclf. 
the  toTios  of  his  voice  rung  clear  and  true  as  the  tempered  steel,  and  he  iaher  ai 
not  as  lie  responded  to  the  ensnaring  questions  of  the  adver.'ary ; his  heart 
quuihoi  not  h.-fore  that  ureat  array  uf  hostile  p'>wer.  lie  spoke,  and  princ;Sj 
catc.hirm  tlm  infection  of  his  noble  zeil,  crowded  about  him  in  the  Ciiuncil-cham- 
ber,  and  said  to  Iriin,  “ Speak,  speak  out  like  a man,'’  fear  not  them  who  c;.i: 
hill  the  bony,  I'ut  cannot  harm  the  sou!  ; wild,  warlike  soldiers  too,  were  w.'U 
by  the  gallarit  bearing  of  tie  iioii-hcarted  priest.  fJonk,'’'  said  a ceiebratid 
captain  of  the  times,  teke  I eed  to  your  steps,  you  are  treading  a path  thr  m re 
dangorous  than  any  that  the  rest  of  us  have  ever  puiwued  ; but  if  you  are  in  the 
right  loud,  God  will  no!-  abandou  you.”  He  did  speak  out,  with  a fearles^a-^^s 
which  not  the  liravest  ef  those  princes  could  tln-mseives  lave  exhibited,  amJ  h-t 
did  pursue  his  path  with  futh  far  greater  tiia.n  the  trust  of  tijc  rid  eaptuin,  tha: 
being  in  the  right  road,  God  would  not  ahamioii  him.  TlirraUs  could  ir^t  a['po 
nor  blaudishments  seduce  him,  until  at  last,  riiu  our  by  his  persevcranc-p  ;i.e 
Catliolic  idsiiOT^  of  Treves  said  unto  hifii,  Tiien,  tell  us,  yoiosidif.  what  w ' 
ought  to  del  to  settle  this  coritrover-yd’ — “ I must  reply  to  you.”  sai  1 Luth  r, 
‘mu  fine  words  of  Plamalial,  ‘ let  the  lidng  alone;  for  if  this  work  be  of  im  i;  ;■ 
will  come  to  noiigh!;,  l;ut  if  it  he  of  God.  you  cannot  overthrow  it.’”  i’r;.'. 

words  (hose  of  the  oil  .Icwish  Itoetor  of  leiws,  fit  to  be  .'-puken  by  Idu!,  r.i’i 
to  bo  rep'-afed  by  Lu  her.  \Vrll  miglit  St.  Ikiul  be  {'roud  to  have  b?cn  br^d  a > 
the  feet  of  such  a imn  ; well  did  this  jtn.lgment  deserve  to  be  rscordetl  on  if  ■ 
it'll jicri'habl  ' parro  of  Holy  Writ,  to  enduie  when  the  report-  in  i decree.^  ' f ■ ' 
other  iawver:'  shall  ! 'i,vf;  pr-s-d  away  and  been  f rgotten  I Tticy  wv.re  li  e to'  - 
great  words  ever  spoken  in  favor  of  religious  freedom,  .spoken  hy  tjamalial.  tv 
uF.ive  thy  anorplos  from  dewi.-li  persecution,  repeated  by  Jiiuher  t.)  i.h  fcr.d  luu.- 
Fclf  against  Catholic  persecution,  and  now  let  tlie  C;ithoIic3,  in  their  luni;  u.:>c 
them  to  ^ rotcct  themselves  ngainst  iTotcstaiit  persecution. 
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’But.  fellow  citizeus,  I Imve  spolica  of  this  issue  in. regard  to  tlie  right  of  pri- 
vate judgmoDt  in  Luatters  of  co.useience,  as  being  the  iu<)st  important  ^vhic]i  it 
lias  ever  faHeri  to  mortal  lot  to  make.  liiunan  history  and  experience  bear  me 
our  in  that  asserLion.  For  this  principle  has  proved  to  bo  the  foundation  stone 
of  the  Fibric,  not  merely  of  religious,  but  of  civil  libeny  also.  It  was  a declar- 
ation in  Livor  of  inJividual  freedom.  The  individual  mind  burst  loose  from  the 
bonds  of  human  authority,  and  aroused  itself  from  the  slumber  of  ages.  A 
new  moving  principle  wilbin  the  mind  itself,  was  thus  allowed  full  room  for 
ploy,  and  each  individual  intellect  becoming  instinct  with  motion,  and  quirAeii- 
iiig  into  a hiAu'r  life,  human  energy  seemed  to  receive  a new  irupiiise,  and  de- 
veloped itself  in  greater  activity,  arid  under  more  varied  forms,  than  had  ever 
characterized  it  bv^forc.  Our  race  sprung  forward  as  with  a bound,  in  its  march 
of  improvement,  and  may  be  said  to  have  a.cbieved  more  of  progress  in  the  last 
three  centuries,  under  the  inSuence  of  this  mighty  reformation,  than  it  had  ac- 
complished through  the  whole  period  of  its  authentic  history;  which  preceded 
the  Caristian  era.  xTud  yet,  it  is  this  great  work  of  Luther,  which  wo  are  now 
called  upon  to  undo.  Tv  e are  to  destroy  the  right  of  private  judgment  in  mat- 
ters of  coDScience,  and  persecute  C'atholics  for  their  religious  opinion’s  sake. 
As  I have  said,  more  than  once,  upon  this  subject,  there  is  no  half-way  house, 
no  middle  ground. 

It  maj’  be  said,  I know,  that  the  early  Protestants  did  not  extend  their  own 
principles  so  Lr  ; that  they  themselves  kindled  the  Sre  of  religious  persecution. 
Put  even  the . discoverer.^  of  gimat  principles  do  not  always  carry  t'ueiTi  out  to 
their  logical  consequences.  The  progress  of  Truth  may  bo  certain,  but  its  pace 
is  slew,  and  yet  great  principles  will  work  out  their  ultimate  results.  John 
Milton  bad  a glimpse  of  the  truth,  that  absolute  tojeration  must  be  the  irrcr-i.^- 
tibA  result  of  the  great  principle  of  ITotesrant  reform,  when  he  said:  (live 

me  the  liberty  to  know,,  to  utter,  and  argue  Aeely,  ai:cord,ing  to  conscience, 
above  all  liberties.’^  John  Locke  took  in  the  whole  truth,  and  procLimed  it  in 
his  celebrated  essay,  and  the  old  Athers  of  our  State,  were  the  Ji:^eiples  of  his 
political  school.  Py  their  bill  of  riglits,  and  their  celebrated  act  upon  that 
suf'jcct,  they  did  establish,  as  they  supposed,  s perfect  religious  freedoiu.  lias 
not  this  expirimant  worked  well  so  far,  both  for  Church  and  State?  ILwe  they 
not  happily  grown  side  by  side  in  harmony,  and  not  in  oppositionTo  each  other  ? 
Have  we  experienced  any  mischief  Lorn  this  absolute  toleration  of  religious 
opinion?  llarc  we  been  injured  by  the  fact,  that  Catholics  could  vote,  and 
hold  oliiees  amongst  us?  Have  not  these  Catholics  divided  ainong-t  the  great, 
parties  of  the  country,  and  voted  upon  political,  rath-er  than  rvdigious  tests  ? 
P > Vdbigs  complain  that,  too  m,any  of  tlicin  vote  with  the  Ideiuocrats?  This  is 
not  more  a Catholic  than  a Protestant  sin,  because  more  Prote,stauts  than  Cath- 
olics vote  with  that  party  ? Po  the  Ibnnoerat^  comniain  that  too  many  of  them 
vote  with  tho  hYliigs?  Again,  it  may  be  replied,  that  there  are  more  Protes- 
tants than  Catholics  who  vote  with  that  party.  Put  can  there  be  anv  poliricai 
daxgor  from  allowing  meu  of  all  roligiou;>  pe  rsuasions  to  vote?  By  doing  so, 
you  .ewtainly  widen  tlie  ba.'is  ttpon  which  your  government,  sta.mks,  tiud  increase 
fh.e  nu!;ib''r  of  those  who  bound  to  it  i)>  the  ties  of  sympathy  and  intfre.^t.. 
V>.  here  can  be  the  'lariger,  s«)  long;  as  p^oliriwil  proceedings  arc  open  and  public,, 
auil  representative  am.l  con.-tituent  c:m  <pt(;.-,tion  each  other  face  to  face?  If  a 
representati re  i.s  with  you  m.i  poliriiwl  te?fs,  does  it  tnaUer,  so  far  as  the  politi- 
c;an  is  concerned,  wliat  tiro  hi.s  opiniiWi.?  iip.m  other  subjects?  If  ho  is  with 
}W‘u  -on  the  .sub jects  of  trade,  cuna'ucv',  and  the  principlc.s  of  const ituri'mal  con- 
wdiutj  rimy  are  in  i-sim,  doc>  it  matter  th*t  he  difFers  from  you  on  tlie 
'du  triiic  of  tr.iu.'ub.sbintiarifui  ? Will  m:-t  a (fatho’ic  who  agree.s  w'l’.n  you  I'n. 
all  the  political  is-ucs,  and  dill'ers  frotu  you  in  religion,  make  you  a be  Iter  leg- 
i'loive  representative  than  a Prote.^tant  v,  Lo  agroe’.s  with  yoti  in  r'/iigi'.'ii,  but 
u,A*r.s  from  you  on  all  matters  of  political  principle  ? Is  it  uot  entirely  in  our 
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power  to  asecilain  bow  they  staorl,  wbeo  tried  by  flieir  political  tests,  so 
as  political  action  is  open  and  pnbiic?  If  there  bo  danger  fi'oni  such  a tolera- 
tion.  it  can  only  exist  vvben  polirical  deliberations  and  actions  are  veiled  in 
secrecy.  I know  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  except  the  Catholic  from 
the  operation  of  the  great  principle  of  religions  toleration,  by  nniintaining  that 
be  is  proscribed  tor  civil,  rather  ilian  religious  reasons,  lecanse  be  is  said  to 
aeknov, 'ledge  the  supremacy  of  the  Church  over  the  State,  in  temporal  maftern 
' Fellow  citizens,  such  a distinction  docs  not  in  truth  exist.  The  Catholic  of 
the  present  day,  no  more  admits  the  supremacy  of  the  Cluurch  in  tenuporal 
matters  than  the  Frotestant ; their  difrerenee  is  in  regard  to  -pirirnal  concerns. 
The  Frotestant  maintains  the  right  of  private  jm’ginent  in  matters  of  con- 
science ; the  Catholic  believes,  that  in  spiritual  affairs  the  decisions  of  the 
('Ihurch  ought  to  overrule  the  individual  judgment.  But  Protestants  and  Cath- 
olicn  all  Christian  churches  and  individual.',  believe  that  the  allegiance  which 
tlicv  owe  to  God  is  higher  than  any  abligati.;>n  to  man , and.  that  in  a conflict 
between  hunian  and  divine  laws,  you  inu-t  servo  God  rather  iLan  man. 

Put  how  can  such  an  opinion  interfere  with  the  c,.pacitj  of  a citizen  to  dis- 
charge his  political  dutie.-^,  unless  the  civil  government  uudertrdKcs  to  legislate 
upon  rcligiuUi  subjeets,  and  to  draw  spiritual  matters  under  a temporal  jurisdic- 
lion,  instead  of  ]:ecping  them  apart,  as  was  ordered  bv'  Christ,  when  he  said, 

Ilcnder  unto  Cmsar  the  things  that  are  Gmsar’s,  and  unto  God  the  things  than 
are  God’s,”  and  us  has  been  our  practice  hereiofore  in  the  administraLlcn  cf 
civil  andirs  f 

ibit  suppose  wc  once  commence  with  this  work  of  proscribing  Catholics  for 
their  religious  opioions — where  is  it  to  end?  With  the  Catholics?  Trust  not 
io  vain  a delu-ion.  The  jealousy  of  rcli.crious  bigotry  is  a thing  which  gr-'vra 
with  what  it  Teds  unoi].  Text  wo  sba.il  hear  that  the  Quaker  is  to  be  proseidb-d 
for  eivii  raCier  ihan  r!di.gi')U:'  reasons:  he  w.dl  not  defend  his  country  in  time 
of  war.  Then  there  is  much  to  criticise  in  the  government  of  this  Church,  and 
gaavr  objection:,  to  that  of  another.  One  is  arbitrary,  and  of  a temper  iinsuire  I 
to  free  in-uitutions ; another  is  aristocratic,  and  untimed  to  the  genius  of  a dem- 
ocratic pc'.ple.  Sorno,  too,  may  be  suspected  of  an  effort  to  erugross  the  polirical 
odl;c>  and  rower  of  the  ecuntiT,  and  appropriate  them  to  their  ruvn  members. 
If  they  |ui.’  o;fibe  others,  dmy  must  themselves  be  proscribed  : and  in  this  naw 
era  uf  secret  p-diti-al  a—vciation,  there  is  room  given  Gr  every  s’mpicion,  acd 
epp^mruniti  w arc  aT.u'ded  ibr  toe  most  dangerous  combinations.  bVho  dotis  not 
know  the  peculiar  su-ceptib:lit,es  oif  sectarian  jealousy  ? ^Vho  can  fliil  to  see 
the  dangor.s  of  tne  warfare  wh.ch  would  thus  spring  up  amongst  the  di'ffercct 
Christian  sects?  And  wben  men  become  wearv  of  the  agitation  of  such  con- 
tests, in  which  each  set  of  religious  opinions  is  in  turn  pioscrib^vj^  tvIU  thv;v  H'A 
say  at  last  to  the  government,  likll  us  what  to  believe  ; establiali  your  church  ; 
relieve  us  from  ihis  state  of  uneerrainty.  and  let  each  man  enjoy  cnco  more  in 
peace  the  shade  of  his  fwvn  vine  and  Ibt  tr  -e.” 

It.5'''oms  tome,  fir  beiier  to  purrae  t:ie  j.  ■•esent  pr.ietice  ; tolerate  all  religi  sns, 
jind  have  each  church  free  t)  pursue  its  m.:>sioa  in  its  own  w’  ly,  and  to  selacC 
the  most  apm-opriato  fedd  ibr  its  1 d'uvx.  y.jn  th-m  have  more  churches,  y ci 
have  more  Oiristiaiv,  also,  and  if  *hure  mu-t  be  a human  tribunal  to  set  u[-'n 
lludr  ddkru.ccs,  let  ii  -'e  that  of  [ ubhe  o'cni-n.  Itere  is  a,  juri-uiiction,  whwh 
can  lake  cluuge  of  marotr.'  fir  too  delicate  u>r  tim  p,wirivc  regi.hition  ..d  govern- 
Tiu  lit.  g- ci  m srals,  of  honor,  of  .s  joial  and  personal  propriety,  whi.’h 
involve  r^'fiict ions  fir  t^e*  n;c',  anu  ^he  ; > iff  co]orin.tr  f;r  too  debeam  to  tm 
dohm,  1 by  p-.  .'five  law.  may  be  srgi;'fu“<,v;|y  adjusted  In.-re.  Herr,  foo,  is  *" 
Icid  of  batri^.  where  none  c vii  be  injured,  uhore  llea'^oii  furnishes  the  on,/ 
weapons^  am.i  Tiutti  m;ut  i e ihe  guiu-r.  n > m itu-j-  vvh-.'  C'm' - '-ut  \ic«or  in  '■■■- 
e ntvst.  t >a  tiii.s  side  '.\c  know  d.mv  wid  be  pcace  and  saGty.  . n tire  m.h- r 
there  mu.-L  be  dang-cr  and  discord.  And  we  are  to  run  all  this  rid:,  for  wimt? 
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Because,  you  say,  there  is  a prohaLilitj  that  Iho  interests  of  the  church  may 
chisli  w!ti\  those  of  the  SUito,  ana.  that,  in  such  a case,  the  Aaeterican  (Atholic 
vote  not  aecoi-'.ling  to  his  duties  as  a citizen,  but  to- Ids  feelings  as  a 
eluirchiuaa.  Take  your  o>vu  supposition,  thi.s  is  but  a reraote  possibility,  a eu.se 
of  lucre  chance;  but  if  y.:»u  proscribe  the  Ihiiliolic  Au  bis  religion,  you  make 
that  danger  certain,  of  vvldcii  there  was  hut  a chance  before.  You  put  hiin 
liuder  ilio  ban  ; you  refuse  hirri  the  e(.;ual  privileges  of  a citizen,  and.-stauip 
upon  him  the  brand  of  inferiority.  liis  first  olpect  then  is  to  remove  t’nat 
stigma.  He  no  lonyer  ams  with  the  great  parties  of  the  country,  according  to 
his  opinions  upon  political  issues  which  concern  all,  but  his  first  object  is  to 
remove  the  oppression  under  which  he  labors,  and  ho  feels  justified  in  voiins'  in 
any  manner  to  secure  that  end.  The  very  thing  which  yoiudrcad  will  a^’suredly 
come  to  pass,  and,  through  p'our  own  agency,  be  will  vote  nor  as  an  .American 
citizen,  bat  as  a Caiholic  ; he  will  no  longer  come  forward,  as  now,  to  give  ycur 
government  a ready  and  cboeriu.l  support ; that  government  is  no  longer  bound 
to  him  by  the  ties  of  interest  and  sympathy,  if  it  proscribes  and  oppresses  him. 
Ii'e  wdil  become  indifferent,  and  perlmps  hostile  to  the  government,  which  has 
treated  him  r.s  an  alien  and  as  a member  of  an  inferior  cast  of  society.  Vv'hy 
estiaiige  one  who  is  so  valuable  as  a friend,  and  convert  him,  perhaps,  into  an 
enemy  f ^ ' 

lhat,  fellow-citizens,  I went  a little  too  far,  when  I said,  it  was  prcpo.sfA  to 
proscribe  Catholics  from  all  ofiices  in  this  country.  There  are  some  ofiiijcs, 
which  the  sons  and  daughters  of  that  Church  are  still  considered  competent  to 
discharge.  I mean  the  offices  of  Chri.'^tiao  cliariAb  of  ministraCon  to  the  .smk. 
The  sister  of  charity  may  enter  yonder  pest-house,  from  whose  dread  portals 
the  bravest  and  strongest  man  quails  and  shrinks;  she  may  breathe  there  the 
breath  of  the  pestlloacu  which  vralks  abroad,  in  that  nmnsion  cf  iniserv.  in  .ic- 
der  to  minister  to  disease  where  it  is  um-c  loathsouie,  and  to  relievo  ^ikAnug 
wliere  it  is  most  helpless.  Tiiore,  too,  Uie  tones  of  her  voice  rn.ay  be 
mingling  with  the  last  accents  of  human  despair,  to  soothe  tiiC  fainti^jg  soul, 
as  she  points  through  the  gloom  of  tlm  dark  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  to 
the  Cross  of  Christ,  which  stands  transneured  in  celestial  light,  to  bridge  the 
way  ffiom  j.lartk  to  Heaven  ; and  when  cholera  or  yelhaw  fever  inva'les  p'our 
ci'ies,  the  Catholic  Jhdest  may  refuse  to  take  refuge  in  iligkt,  hruding  the  thaee 
of  the  true  Soldier  of  the  Cross,  to  be  by  the  sick  man’s  bed,  et  en  though  death 
pervades  the  air,  because  he  may  there  tender  the  ministrations  of  his  holy  of- 
fice to  those  who  need  them  most.  But,  if  some  of  the  objects  cf  their  care 
should  ari^c  A'om  the  bed,  which,  but  f*r  them,  would  have  been  the  bod  cf 
death,  and  should  any  such  say  to  them,  if  he  be  a ProtLStaur,  ‘H  am  g' dug 
forth  to  proscribe  your  Church,  to  put  you  under  the  ban,  to  deeiare  you  un- 
worthy of  the  common  privilege  of  citizens,  and  to  degrade  you  as  a ca.ste,  oo- 
cause  1 am  afraid  that  you,  pot>r  priest,  nndi  you,,  gentle  sifter,  will  rob  n e cf 
Luy  riglits  and  deprive  me  of  my  liherfies ‘P’  whac  would  they  soy  to  such  aa 
address  as  this  ? They  might  not  utter  the  thought,  but  would  it  noi  be  ti,e 
f.'oling  of  the  least  reLelliou.s  nature,  if  it  were  stilt  human  to  say,  lot  him  gi>, 
like  the  Pharisee  of  old,  ouioving  his  greetings  in  the  market  place,  and  his 
chief  place  at  the  feasts,  and  thank  bis  <'kn;  that  ho  is  not  a sluner  as  thir,  pu?>- 
lican.’"  But,.v,-]ja!:  would  yo^i  say,  fAlow-eitizaTjS.  to  such  a sentiiuent,  if  it 
were  uttered  iu  your  [wesencef  'i'oii  would  say  that  it  was  a sentiment  uLlk  t ) 
be  cither  entertained  or  cxpresscf]. 

ikit  tbr  wliat  is  it  th.it  i am  piauding,  Imr-'^  in  durginia,  h'ffi'i'^'  an  iniclll'O  gt 
am.uf-nc:-  c,f  Imr  sons,  and  iu  dic  year  (.four  r<ord.  pd)d  f P r A-  dgmus  i'da..'- 
d ou,  i.fr  dfiberty  of  oonsc!>;uce.  1 can  scarcely  roalizo  thu  id-c.  1 am  a.a;osD 
• hanuf  to  confess  ifi  and  yjt  it  is  c'^cn  vn.-  H any  man  b-^d  fvv><-''>l,!  to  ?>m, 

^ i;;..rs  ag  «,  that  such  an  h*  re-y  couhi  lie  cnhiuncd  from  ilic  da..;:,  a:;.!  thas 
the  breath  of  life  could  be  so  breathed  into  it  as  to  give  it  wtaiity  enoogii  tj 
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become  a living  issue  upon  tlie  soil  of  tbe  Old  Oomiiuon,  I slioulJ  have  lauglied 
to  scoro  tlie  j)i\-piict  auu  his  pr^'phecy.  And  here  is  a thhig^  they  tell  mo,  to 
bo  feared;  and  certainly  a thing  formidable  enough  to  bo  met.  ves'ijUfj 

Tctrorsinn.’^ — •“Let  here  bo  iiu  no  steps  backwards/’  said  John  ilajupden  y a, 
iio’ole  maxim  certainly  ft's  applied  to  the  inarcdi  of  iiaman  liberty.  IlerOj 
thuu  th,  is  not  a step  backwards,  but  a ro^rognido  Luarch  of  centuries,  and  from 
llglii  into  that  darkness  again  out  of  wbie-h  we  had  o'oeo  emerged  with,  so  much 
p>ain  and  dillieulty.  If  a people  so  enlightened,  as  I had  fondly  believed  ours 
to  bo,  can  be  induced  to  make  such  a retrograde  iuareh  as  this,  1 sb.all  begin  to 
lose  my  faith  in  human  progress,  and  fear  that  the  poiitieul  refarmer  rolls  the 
Gtonc  of  Sisjph.us,  which  can  never  rerich  the  expected  goal.  But  why 
does  this  new  party  select  the  Catholic  Cburcli  as  the  particular  object  of  its 
))roscriptions  ? They  eertrdniy  sccrii  to  have  begged,  borrowed,  or  in  some  other 
way  obtained  some  leading  ideas  iroin  that  Church,  and  which,  in  my  opinien, 
constitute  its  most  objectionable  matures.  Old  John  hlilton  somcvvbcre  re~ 
proaches  bis  Brotostajit  brethren  for  certain  perriecutiDg  practices,  aim  sav?5  they 
have  Cdlcn  into  the  most  Po[.ir,h  of  Bapi^t  errors.’'’  I think  the  same  may 
be  said  of  this  KnovV-Nothing  p.n-ty.  P - they  object  to  the  secret  Inquisition 
of  that  Church,  vrhici)  inquires  into  spbniual  olfeJices  y— have  ihe^  iiot  a secret 
iD-'[ui.Jtion,  which  imiuires  into  political  olbmccsy  Poes  it  not  sit  upon  your 
character  and  mine,  tiy  us  when  we  cannot  be  heard,  eondciuu  us  when  we  had 
no:  been  arraigned,  and  execute  its  scnlciice  witliout  serving  irpon  the  victim  a 
nolim  of  its  cxi>icnce  ? 

Tee  ol.l  AThniic  tribunal  so  terrible  for  its  secret  inquisition  and  visitations, 
imed  to  take  e .re,  at  Lai't,  that  th.e  bowl  and  the  c-.o'd  sliould  be  lixid  by  some 
invisible  iiand  at  the  I'j'Phie  of  ‘lie  victim,  to  give  him  waroing  when  he  avfokc 
of  the  fate  that  aw'd'Gd  him.  Pot  here  is  an  inquisiri.ni  wlnsse  sentences  are 
executed  witamit  cvma  that  ]mct!tonitiv.D.  Po  the  Know  Xothings  object  tba: 
tPe  Catholics  deny  the  rigur  r>f  private  judgment  in  matters  of  conscience  ? 
Surmv,  they  do  the  sanse  tluug  with  regard  to  the  Catholic,  wdieii  they  proscribe 
and  r;er>-jcu'0  him  on  acesame  of  liis  religious  ojdnit.-ns.  j'hevi  refuse  to  allow 
him  to  werahip  O:od  acc-rniim  to  his  own  cmtsci<mce,  except  under  such  peuDS 
and  mn.Jti.s  as  they  ci.oose  to  \ lamcriin.  Po  they  olijcct  to  the  Catholics  as 
members  of  a political  community  because  they  believe  in  the  sugremaey  of  the 
church  in  >['iritird  imito nn  f W hy,  then,  do  they  declare  a far  more  dangerous 
d ■mrine,  ciri  rW'Wt  the  supremacy  of  their  council  in  matters  tuiuporal  and  po- 
litical f A immi  may'  b'dieve  in  'ho  spiritual  supremacy  of  a church,  and  yet 
dheharge  liis  p’-hti'-d  dut aecerdtng  to  Lis  in ilvidur.l  con.science  and  cenvic- 
ti'iM  ; but  be  Y, ho  aumi. s the  pdideat  snin-omacy  cf  a council,  cannot  porforru 
bis  duties  as  a.  citiiwn,  according  to  hi^^  own  jmigment  and  con:mience.  hVhen 
the  edict  is  once  prononuced  by  the  council,  it  can  neither  be  dispuicd  nor  dis- 
rjbejed  hy  the  membern  Af'er  th':.,  there  inu.A  be  neither  majorities  imr  lui- 
Boride.-i  in  the  Order;  but  all  mu>t  move,  act  and  speak  together,  as  if  with 
<,:ne  will.  TiiCt  greatest  cf  all  liLvUti. flihon  mailed  it — tne  liberty  to 
know,  to  argue,  and  to  utter  freely  accmJ;:;g  to  conscience,  is  notone  uf  i-imir 
privileges.  With  what  Ibcc,  then,  cm  a joia}g  b siding  such  dootrinrs  as  tbeso, 
pro?‘''rioo  men  Ar  eiuorraining  far  ic-w  dangetous  opinions  y 'What  the  primti- 
c-:s  cf  these  Ivu' ov-iNoth::- m.iy  bo  with  regard  to  confession  and  abs  lutirn, 
1 kno;v  not,  1 ut  it  is  very  clear,  that  it  ti.te  power  to  command  the  nn'ual  action 
of  individua's  exist,  tlie  ya'.vcr  to  ahsob;e  tlicai  from  the  cooset|iicncos  of  sin 
ounht  to  go  along  with  it. 

Bu:  .lils  par-y  is  not  co.-tont  wid;  proscrihiLg  Catholics,  and  treading  ihom  as 
rIkus  in  the  1-  '"Om  of  American  s-.'cn.:y.  There  are  ah'out  ‘d,_0fhb'- '>y  f'reigmu'S 
ano  ngst  us,  an<l  these,  too,  are  to  he  coimidered  as  incapable  of  bohhu.g  ollhce 
r.n  lcr  the  govornmvut.  Not  ouiv  are  they  to  be  forever  disquaii'ie'l  ‘‘br  oklcc, 
but  horeaficr  ti;e  term  of  probation  for  naturali.5atioLi  is  to  be  so  lengthened 
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a=!  in  mal:c  tha  law  ibGif  illusory-  i?  to  he  observed,  that  wliat  Is  proposed 
to  be  done,  v/il!  not  dinj’mbh  much  the  number  of  crniewaut.s  vvLo  Itercafl.er  will 
come  to  Giir  shores,  nor  w.is  it  probably  intended,  when  this  Order  orijiinated, 
tlmt  suedd.an  CiToct  ^l3oul■l  be  produi.*e'l,  for  reasons  whicli  I will  p-resentiv  give, 
h’he  propo-rd  party  will  deteriornte  the  qimHfy  of  the  emigration  ; it  Vyid  shat 
out  men  of  fortune  and  education,  because  they  prefer  our  institutions  and  de- 
sire to  ineorporate  themselves  iuo.)  the  great  body  of  Ai-ncricau  society,  to  share 
it.s  privileges  and  partake  of  it.s  desti.uy  ; it  v.dll  cut  off  those,  too,  who  c me 
hero  from  clioicc,  not  from  au}’  desire  or  expeetatioji  of  oiiiec,  Lut  who  would 
be  anwilling  to  live  where  they  could  never  be  capa.ble  of  holding  it.  lint  all 
tho.so  who  move  from  necessity,  fw  the  means  of  subsistence,  must  still  come, 
for  even  the  Know  Xothinzs  wii.i  give  them  leave  to  toil.  Then  these  cernsti- 
tuto  the  yreat  mass  of  foreign  GUiigrants  that  come  to  our  shores.  The  ques- 
tion, then.  i.s,  as  to  thdr  treatment  after  they  reach  here.  Shall  they  be  denied 
all  political  franchises  f Shall  they  be  treated  as  aliens  in  onr  midst,  and  thus 
made  iu'lilib-renr,  or,  perhaps,  hostile  to  ou-r  government  and  institutions:  ? Or, 
shall  they  be  treated  as  lieretofore,  by  ou,r  ihthor.s  and  ourselves,  who  have 
sought  to  bind  rheti  to  our  country  by  the  ties  of  sympathy  and  interest,  and 
for  that  purpo:'e  have  lieli  out  a reasonable  hope,  that  a place  should  be  made 
for  them  in  our  political  society,  as  soon  as  they  can  show  by  certain  evidences^ 
that  they  are  tit  tor  it  ? 

ilere  is  an  immciwe  ]-owcr  in  our  midst.  The  question  is,  how  shall  it  be 
treated?  Shall  wc  bind  it  to  us  by  the  hindi;r  ties  of  atTection,  and  the  still 
stronger  bonds  of  interest,  or  shall  we  alienate  and  estrange  it  ? That,  then,  is 
the  true  issue  c-t  principle  to  vrhich  I shall  speak.  There  are  minor  questions 
of  detail,  which  J have  not  rime  no’W  to  discu.ss.  In  all  the  great  operations  of 
society,  ceriaiu  evils  are  incid-^utal,  which  must  be  provided  fur  as  they  arise, 
not  by  de..troyiog,  but  by  regulating  the  .system.  So,  too,  the  process  of  a -si- 
milating  the  lomign  ek-meiiL  into  American  society,  has  its  incidental  evils, 
wbifh  may  be  met  as  the  special  case.s  rri.-e  ; for  some  the  police  powers  of  the 
States  are  ample,  and  others  may  be  guarded  against  by  the  Federal  (J-overnmenr, 
withmat  disturbing  the  c'eneral  features  of  tlie  proces.s  it^^olf.  'WTmt  1 maintAn 
is,  that  this  new  element  ought  to  be  assimilated  w'itli  the  g^eat  body  of  Ame- 
rican society,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done,  and  that  a place  ought  to  bo  luade'f  >r  tlm 
foreigner  in  our  political  society,  os  soon  as  a reasonable  evidence  is  given  of  his 
being  ht  f.)r  it. 

In  dis‘;u.s.sing  this  issue,  I may  be  permitted,  I trust,  to  enter  a little  into  the 
hi, story  of  the  question  itself.  At  ad  times  the  tide  of  human  emigration  semns 
to  have  been  directed  by  some  law  td  nature,  widcli  thus  provides  fw  that  fioion 
an  1 iiiter-communicati'iii  of  races,  which  has  been  proved  to  be  necessary  to  the 
g.meral  progress  of  the  whole.  There  is  not  a great  pc'^ple  upvu  rccvuil  wf.o 
did  ii.)t  spring  fr-om  a mixture  of  race.s.  Tiie  tjreek,  tlm  ib.unan,  the  ]‘ingl:'.-:h 
and  tl)e  Frcn.-ii,  all  sprang  frmm  a 'idxture  of  stocks.  The  Jewish  were  iiu  re 
exclusive,  but  it  is  also  to  bo  remembered  that  they  lost  power  and  empire. 
The  emigratir-.ns  from  whiv.-h  all  tliis  resulted  in  ancient  times,  were  fyicedi  or 
armed  cmigrwions.  The  stiv'-cg-T  a-rjd  vreakor  races,  wimn  living  side  by  side, 
owed  their  pro.xicdty  to  the  uic':.  th;d  the  former  bad  broiight  the  latter  to  tl!‘dr 
own  homes  us  shivvs,  or  el,''',  sc-izitur  the  country  of  the  subjugated  had 
in  it  as  bcia.g  more  do-irable  tlmn  their  own.  Thu.s  it  was,  in  ancient  tim  s, 
that  the  necessity  f>r  an  interchange  of  the  habits,  thoughts  and  cimr:uteie.uic 
i.leas  of  ii\e  ddferent  races  was  sr>d'iied.  Tloutes  through  which  t!;c  forc-'d  rmi- 
gradon  of  the  Afrijan  slave  was  wuiduct'  d bcKre  th-  Fgvptim  rvramids  wm-e 
bu  it,  are,  .srimo  of  them,  still  u.^e  i for  i!ie  same  purp'.'-e.  The  irrnp.ior/s  « f 
th-j  bb'jth.^,  the  dhmidals  am1  liu-''i,  were  so  many  arm-wl  irntnigratiuns,  ai;d  the 
Same  may  be  said  of  the  Oru.s.uh  vs.  All  tlie.'C  seem  to  Lave  lu.ea  designed  to 
serve  .some  great  purpose  in  the  economy  of  nature,  by  mitigling  different  r.i.ces'^ 
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ami  interclian^iag  amoag^fc  all,  tlie  ideas  aad  tliouglits  peculiar  to  eacb.  The 
discos orjVif  Anierica,  maiiu  so  iic.ny  change-;  in  the  course  of  Immau  af- 

fairs, seems  also  to  have  presented  a new  for  the  direefiou  of  the  streaiu  of 
emigration,  b’he  great  law  of  trade,  the  law  of  dciiutnd  and  supply,  now  inter- 
vene'.l  to  impel  and  regulate  it.  A icihlerness  v-?as  to  be  epened,  uied  the  fiild 
Was  large  enough  for  all  who  niigut  choose  to  corue.  Our  forefathers  held  out 
every  inducement  to  encourage  emigration  from  abroad.  Upon  this  subject  the 
policy  of  \drginia  was  peculiarly  iiborai,  aud  lauds  were  given  to  those  who 
\rould  settle  amongst  us.  At  the  time  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
it  was  made  a cause  of  complaint  again.st  tiic  Crown,  that  obstacles  had  been 
interj'oscd  in  the  way  of  foreign  emigration.  After  the  adoption  of  the  present 
Constitution,  and  during  the  administration  of  YCashington,  aUaw  was  passed 
allowitig  a foreigner,  to  be  rjatitvalized,  after  a rcsid'^nce  of  live  years.  Under 
the  Uoderal  dLaministration  of  Juhii  Adams,  the  perio'l  vtas  extend'ed  to  fourteen 
.years;  but  the  five  years  term  was  restored  again,  wdien  tlie  Kepublieon  party 
came  in  under  dir.  Jelferson.  Thus  it  lia.s  ?;tocd,  with  no  expression  of  dissat- 
isfaction. until  within  a few”  years  past,  with  the  sirigle  exception,  as  I believe, 
of  the  Hartford  Convention,  which  sought  to  revive  the  fourteen  years  term. 

Under  this  Icgislaticn,  the  course  of  emigration  has  been  rapid,  and,  as  was 
generally  supposed,  until  lately,  bcueficiai  to  the  country.  The  foreigner  set- 
tled beside  us,  to  participate  iu  our  hopes  and  care.s,  to  share  with  us  the  chan- 
ces of  life,  and  contribute  the  resources  of  his  mind  and  b;>dy  to  the  growth 
and  pro-;perity  of  American  society,  in  wbieb,  for  the  most  part,  he  felt  a com- 
mon interest  with  ourselves,  it  was  the  boast  of  the  Old  liiin,  that  grass  nev- 
er .grew  after  the  tread  of  his  horse’s  hoof;  it  vras  not  so  with  the  emigrant 
who  c.;>nie  here  ; he  made  two  blades  of  grass  grow  where  one  grew  before,  and 
liclp^rl  to  glad'len  the  waste  places  of  nature  with  ail  the  arts  of  cultivation  and 
civilization.  To  trace  the  agmicy  of  this  Ureign  element  in  the  various  devel- 
opments of  American  society,  I believe,  w'ould  be  startling  enough  to  those 
who  have  not  much  considered  the  subject.  Certain  it  is,  that  our  growth 
V70uld  have  been  much  less  rapid  without  it.  I think,  too,  that  an  examination 
of  the  id.story  of  this  emiaratioa  will  .show,  that  if  nature  be  left  free  to  pur- 
sue lior  enurse,  there  can  oe  no  danger  that  the  foreign  will  overpower  the  native 
eleiimut  in  their  inuuenccr;  upan  oar  state  of  society.  In  looking  over  a well 
rc-i-oimd  arjaly.";.'!  ot  the  'll;:. tiiti-c.s  of  eminratioo,  as  eiven  bv  our  recent  census, 
which  appear-;!  in  one  of  the  forciLUi  pcrludiLahg  I met  with  some  results  for 
whicLi,  1 confess,  I was  not  prs'pired.  Iris  g--neral  creoirraphical  distribution  was 
not,  in  some  impawtaut  respect-  , such  as  I ha{i  expect--d  to  find  it ; of  the 
fi,ilOO,bt!U  fo^eigIie^^^  in  this  counwy,  only  about  b05,UOO  are  in  the  slave  States, 
In  the  northwe^te^l  free  bmtes,  h.’ss  than  one  tidru  of  ti.:cs8  emigrants  is  to 
be  fourul,  ami  of  i,9Ub,0od  inhabitan's  of  these  States  not  born  within  them, 
l,-bbj,00-}  are  native  American  As  a eonaonut-nce  of  all  this,  it  fi.jilows  that; 
imi-t  oi  these  foreigners  are  in  the  Ailaiiric  mm-slavchoidinu  State,-!,  amonns!: 
vdi’i'h  Aew  York  aud  rlassachusotts  .diaie  most  hugely,  and  nearly  six-sevenths 
Oi  tholr  number  are  lo  be  fouml  north  (if  t;r,'  b7th  paralhl  of  iatiru'j'i. 

It  app'Vars,  then,  that  the  ina.ss  of  tho.-^o  foinizuers  settled  in  t.he  oM  States, 
where  the  homo  infiueuce  was  ::troTigo;^g  an  1 repiaciug  as  many  native  born  ci:i- 
zeus,  these  last  took  up  their  line  ff  irmTa’i  to  the  wilder-icss  to  add  to  the 
dou.odu  of  ^mllivation,  to  build  up  another  additmii  to  the  Am-wicau  Hvpire,  to 
found  new  States,  and  u. ouhi  au.l  f -rm  tiiolr  iusututions.  In-tea  1,  t lorn,  of 
Europeanising  Amcricam  . Kur.jp'aUiS  wi-rc  thn-;  Amcrieanizv  I.  The  American 
imlueiiCe  preti'. ‘lui/uires  e\  .-rywhiU’C  ; and  not wit'istjmdiug  the  luimhcr  uf  these 
fo  eigii-ers,  tUoy  arc  so  distributed  as  to  make  the  rToccss  of  their  a-similati-m 
with  American  society  imwe  rapid  ami  easy.  Thl.s  emuntry,  then,  has  been 
indeed  ilio  true  a.nhw/i,”  and  n ,-t  only  the  worksh-.;p  iu  which  many 

nations  have  toiled^  bat  a grand  national  manufactory,  iu  which  men  of  various 
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r:\oes  Invc  received  the  true  AnicricaT]  moiild.  It  is  estimated,  in  the  article  of 
vhicli  I speak,  that  400,000  able-bodied  laborers  of  both  sexes,  are  now  annu- 
aily  coadny  to  this  country  from  abroad,  and  if  this  s-atement  should  stardo 
those  who  Lave  seen  that  the  Custom  House  returns  give  only  407,000  as  the 
total  number  of  foreie:a  ernigrauts,  let  him  remember,  that  both  Chichering  and 
jde  liow  estianite  their  returns  as  being  50  per  cent,  under  the  true  count.  Of 
th.csc,  a very  large  proportion  has  been  ascertained  to  be  over  10,  and  under 
40  years  of  age.  5Viieiv  the  starfistics  upon  this  subject  are  collated  and  com- 
paretl,  it  will  bo  found,  I think,  that  the  estimate  of  400,000  i-,  at  least,  a pro- 
table  ap[''i’oximation  to  the  true  number.  Now,  whilst  rijost  of  these  laborers 
hcttlo  in  the  free  Atlantic  States,  to  drive  the  looms  of  New'  Jlnadand,  and  keen 
the  workshops  of  A’cty  hiork  and  l-^enn-sylvauia  busy,  a b'.rgau  number  of  iiaTivo 
born  citizens  march  annually  iuto  the  wilderness  to  add  a rmw  belt  to  the  do- 
irndn  of  cultivation  and  civilization.  dVho  can  estimate  iti  figures  the  ettccts  of 
this  double  process  upon  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  Confederacy,  and 
. particularly  of  ilie  free  States  ? If  you  estimate  tiic  annual  production  of  eaCu 
einigrant  laborer  at  only  150,  yon  have  (id, GOO, 000  for  this  item  alone,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  money  which  many  of  them  bring  to  pay  their  ]-assage  and  eo- 
tabiish  tlmmselves  in  the  country.  Now,  does  anv  man  suppose  tliat  the  free 
Srates,  and  niassaehusetts  especially,  where  this  Know  Nothing  Order  seems  to 
have  established  its  head  quarters',  ckn  intend  to  stop  the  infiux  of  sueli  a 
stream  of  vrcalth  as  this?  Shut  olf  this  hood  of  emigration  entirely  from  our 
shores,  and  such  a blight  w’cuhi  fall  upon  rdassachusetts  as  she  has  not  sccii 
heretofore  in  the  course  of  her  history.  She  not  only  docs  not  intend  to  pro- 
duce such  a result,  but  she  does  not  profess  even  to  desire  it.  On  the  contrary, 
it  has  been  her  policy  to  attract  the  tbreign  laborer  to  this  country  by  a double 
process.  Through  the  restrictive  systen).  she  sought  to  shut  out  the  product  of 
his  labor  tVom  the  American  inarkyt,  it  he  worked  abroad,  w hilst  she  proposed 
to  give  him  the  exclusive  possession  of  it,  if  be  would  transAr  his  labor  to  this 
country.  To  attract  cheap  labor  to  her  soil,  has  been  a gre;it  object  of  her  pol- 
icy; and  now  tint  she  has  substituted  the  nwive  for  the  foreign  lab(U-cr,  sho 
proposes  to  disfranchise  the  latter — to  deny  him  the  privileges  of  clrizcnship. 
And  thus,  whilst  she  is  so  anyJous  to  free  the  African  slave  in  the  fioiith,  she  is 
engaged  in  .a  scheme  to  proscribe  and  degrade  : yes,  sirs,  and  to  enslave — for 
there  are  degrees  of  slavery — all  that  nor  don  of  her  own  white  laborers  who 
are  Gueign  born.  To  make  such  an  experiment  upon  the  native-born  laborer, 
would  be  too  dau'irerous  to  attempt  ; but  to  substitute  him  with  the  foreigner, 
and  after  Idling  her  wr:.rkshops  with  the  latter,  to  disfranchise  and  proscribe 
him,  would  produce  the  same  elect  in  the  end.  The  laborer  would  be  pirwtra- 
ted  :it  the  f.tot  of  the  capitalist,  whose  reign  would  be  supreme.  The  intem-iS 
of  labor  are  one  North  and  idoutli,  f ueigu  and  native  born,  and  be  who  scoks  to 
set  one  pnrtioij  against  another,  is  destr'.)ying  the  house  by  dividing  it.  klr. 
Jeh'UWiUi  said  that  there  w'as  a natural  alliance  be.twecn  the  .Northern  labmwr 
au'l  the  S a.ith,  ' Both  are  concerned  for  th.e  interest.s  of  labor  ; .anfl  most  of  t.'ie 
sympathy  wuioh  rhe  Sou'h  has  found  in  tlie  A'ortli,  has  grown  outuf  that  naru- 
rai  bond.  It  is  this  power,  then,  that  has  been  friendly  to  us  that  we  are  iu- 
vTicei  to  strike.  The  power  which  drives  the  loom,  and  make.s  busy  the  wurk- 
slmps  at  the  Aorfli,  is  friemily  to  rfuat  which  raises  th.e  cotton  and  the  corn  fr>r 
tlu'ir  use  ; and  now  vre  am  gravely  aske-d  to  rob  it  of  its  fair  political  weigfug 
anu  to  transfer  it  to  the  cc];utuiisf,  who  so  ihr  has  been  against  us.! 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  tint  cverv  white  Inhalitant,  whetiior  foreign  or  alien, 
is  cormted  in  estimating  the  political  power  of  the  lftatc>.  In  the  actual  atid 
, f r 'fjal.rio  state  of  3lassachu.>etts  society,  such  a p'.Iicy  would  tlnw’.v  its  whole 
p^'wer  into  the  hands  of  her  capltali.sts,  to  be  witdJod  it  is  likely,  as  it  has  Iloi 
heretofor.j  used,  against  ourselves.  But,  it  may  be  said,  she  can  di-fraiichiso 
the  foreigner  at  home  without  our  assistance  ; and  so  she  nmy ; but  if  other 
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Stafc5?  refuse  to  follo'vY  her  example,  slie  cannot  persevere  in  it.  If  slie  treats 
the  foreigner  nnicli  worst  flian  her  neighbor,  ho  will  ge  to  States  that  aT<j  mare 
liberal;  ana  thus  she  will  lose  his  labor  which  is  essential  to  her.  At  any  rate, 
she  is  not  cnlitlov]  to  any  assistance  or  countenance  which  the  Federal  govern- 
ment might  give.  J>y  way  of  atoncnienc  for  the  sin  which  she  meditates  agaie.si; 
Inn*  <v,vu  ialaog  si'.e  would  be  mural  at  the  expense  of  others,  and  turn  loose  the 
African  shivo  in  the  South,  our  safety,  being  the  cheap  material  upon  wliich  ail 
f u-‘s  of  oxperiiricnts  may  be  tried.  Flow,  so  far  as  Virginia  is  eoneerned,  shall 
we  not  .say  that  we  adopt  neither  branch  of  her  policy.  The  African  slave  wo 
sh.'tli  not  rum  loose,  because  his  pre.scnt  comlition  is  better  both  f >r  bdm  .arid 
f u-  U-. ; and  tho  w!;ite  laborer  v/o  intend  to  be  free — free  to  enter  into  an  equal 
compe:ition  for  all  the  prizes  of  life — free  to  pursue  all  the' avenues,  to  honor  or 
imoiit,  and  free  to  hope  and  aspire  for  all  that  can  give  dignity  to  man  and  Lap- 
}>iness  to  life.  If  lie  fails  it  will  he  owing  to  himself,  and  not  becraise  the  up- 
jvn'tunities  of  success  arc  denied  him  by  the  polic}'  of  the  government  to  which 
he  is  attached.  If  he  be  a native,  then.,  like  St.  Paul,  he  was  bora  a Poinari 
citizen;  if  he  be  of  fmeign  birth,  then,  like  the  Centurlan,  he  shall  not  bo 
forced  to  pay  a great  price  for  the  privilege,  but  a place  shall  be  opened  for  idni 
in  our  political  society,  as  soon  as  he  gives  eviclenco  of  ids  fitnes'  for  it.  Such 
is  rlio  Lolii.y  which  we  have  heretofore  pursued,  and,  in.  ftie  main,  it  has  worked 
well.  The  serpeut  is  jut  to  be  warmed  into  life  iu  this  country,  which  would 
sting  tl'.e  bosom  that  protected  it. 

^■Vc  have  thus,  net  only  been  able  to  receive  this  large  foreign  element  and 
js-t-iiniiato  it  into  our  .system,  but  also  to  convert  it  into  th.e  means  cT  a new 
growth.  Instead  of  hting  an  alien  power  in  the,  bosom  of  our  sobiety,  we  have 
rttO'ched  it  to  us  by  the  strong  ties  of  sympathy  and  interest.  If  we  sbvuld 
o;b‘r  extraordinary  and  unnatural  inducements  to  this  emigration,  it  might  be- 
come mischievou.-,  by  pouring  in  so  rapidly  as  to  destroy  the  homogeneous  char- 
acter of  our  people.  But  if  we  leave  nature  free  to  pursue  her  own  cour.mp 
there  can  be  no  danger  cither  of  this  or  0"  an  unwholesome  competition  between 
the  fweign  and  .lative  born  iaiiorer.  So  long  as  a riehl  is  open  largo  enough  to 
employ  pruLifabiy  those  at  home,  arid  those  v;ho  vtill  come  from  abroad,  the  sup- 
ply Will  fyllovv  the  demand.  The  whole  mass  of  our  productions  will  thus  be 
u.icrcas.di,  and  it  is  the  interest  of  cvmpv  one  within  the  bosom  of  our  soe  ety, 
timt  this  should  bo  as  great  as  possible,  lov  it  is  the  common  store  from  which 
:dl  Tau."t  draw.  hen  this  labor  becomes  less  prolitable,  the  demand  will  fall 
oil,  ani  with  it  the  supply;  so  that  the  competition  of  tho  ibreigner  will  co;ise 
ju't  at  that  point  of  time  when  its  inconveniences  become  serious.  1 have 
g.iowii  ho,v  this,  which  is  one  of  the  greatest  operadon.s  of  socieiv,  iuis  bcfU 
herete'iwre^coiiilucted  by  the  laws  of  trade,  so  as  to  secure  -us  a.s  many  of  its  ben- 
ell'.-,  and  as  fevv  of  i,.s  inconveniences,  us  was,  perbops,  po:i-?iblo.  That  some 
cvil^  and  mconvenieuees  will  atteml  so  large  an  epar-ation,  f do  not  deny,  'ooit 
ihoy  are  evils,  which,  for  tlie  most  part,  may  be  curcdi  by  ieei'hitir n,  ad:ipo.;il  to 
tin’  .'pecml  cams,  without  making  the  vain  eftnrt  to  strike  dowm  tiiC  sy.-teni.  Tlte 
results  ot  the  old  feeling  we  have  seen;  wnar  would  be  tlic-.-^e  of  tue  new  I can- 
no-  pretend  to  measure  in  extent,  but  soiuetbing  may  be  sai'i  of  their  natuie. 

d no  pre>-cr:ptive  means  which  are  proposiMl,  if  tho  right  of  suBVage  be  left  U) 
the  fereizner,  will  certainly  prr)duce  tl-.e  evil  I'hlch  it  is  proposed  t > renmuy. 
hhe  f ueogticr  will  vote  not  .as  an  Amorie.ui  citizen,  up  -n  the  general  merits  ut 
political  is'Uos,  but  a.s  a foreigner,  to  remove  the  ban  und  u*  which  he  lies.  In.  t 
if  you  dmtr:iuchi:;e . him  entirely,  then  you  alieirice  this  immmi.se  power  in  th  ‘ 
bo'-Oiu  of  your  system  of  socivpy.  F'*r  it  is  an,  immen-e  now,  and  will 

emtinne  to  be  so,  n-twichstamliug  political  di'sabihries,  whilst  there  is  ^o  g;  .’a  - 
a i.lcmand  t-sr  the  means  ot  sul).-)i  ireneo.  Tills  is  quite  a nc'W  experiment  iii  tuc 
•combict  of  .society,  a^id  h.;»s  nv>t  b-a  n fried  except  iu  ihuse  ca.>es  where  one  i>'U- 
tieii  has  actually  subjugated  another.  The  naturalizatieu  laws  of  old  StaL.s, 
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Oiled  v.'idi  poople^  and  to  wldch  tlie  emigrndton  is  next  to  notiiin;:,  c-in 
;'0''rd  i;o  precedents  to  us.  [loro  the}’  still  conic  in  great  nuniiiers,,  and  i;  is  not 
cri-u  proposed  to  exclade  them.  The  ;?ole  ipiesciun  is  as  to  their  treatinent  after 
}hev  veaeh  our  shores.  ■ Shall  wo  make  them  frimids  or  enemies?  It  has  been 
our  Jtmiciir.  policy  to  cuUivate  their  friendship.  \\’’h3'  not  eonSnue  to  pursue  it  ? 

Having  tiuis  traced  the  principles  which  this  new  party  proposes  to  smne  of. 
tli'dr  most  obvious  consefjueaces,  let  me  call  your  attouttori  now  to  the  namber 
cf  imi>artant  rjue.^tions  which  they  refu'C  t ,)  sneak  of  at  all.  They  have  notii- 
i':g  to  .say  upon  the  subjects  of  the  Tariif,  the  Carrenc}',  the  Internal  Improve- 
ment syr'r!,m,  upon,  the  questions  as  to  the  absolute  or  iimited  power  of  t'm 
(buieral  Guvernmect  over  rhe  public  lands,  or  as  to  the  great  canons  of  consti- 
tutional eous^ruction.  Slndl  we  bo  told  tiiat  these  qucsdnim  arc  all  obsolete  ? 
la  tile  endless  varieties  of  human  commerce  arc  not  cases  constantly  presenting 
tlmauelves  with  new  relation^,  and  requiring  ditr''.“rcnt  appiioathms  of  the  laws 
of  trade  ? Does  not  the  course  of  our  Federal  legislation  consractlj  jircscnt  us 
widi"  cases  f.*r  the  application  of  all  the  principles  involved  in  the  old  issues? 
And  yet  the  very  issues  and  principles  which  are  involved  in  the  daily  busiuosi 
of  the  CrOvernnicTit  are  igniired,”  a?  I bt.diovc  tliey  crdl  It.  by  thi.s  now  party. 
Why,  they  ignorfd^  the  subject  of  .slavery  itself  Can  the  South  atfud  to  have 
such  a subject  a.s  tliis  ignored?  Thus,  it  wouh'l  seem,  that  this  new  party  li.avo 
not  only  said  things  that  they  ought  ne>t  to  iravc  said,  but  they  have  left  un.^aid 
thiujs  widch  they  ought  to  have  said. 

Dot  fellow-citizens,  is  it  not  vo.u’thy  of  a moment’s  thought,  to  see  wdiat  aro 
to  be  the  moral  eftbets  of  these  new  practices  upon  ths  character  of  our  people  ? 
Vv  ho  would  transform  the  old  Yirginian — such  as  we  used  to  know  hi:.a  — such, 
a?  i.  trust,  he  still  is-— into  what  he  must  become,  if  he  make  th;.:,  radical  change 
in  iim  ..  lines  and  fcclinns? — The  old  Virgiair.  was  frank,  manly  and  geaer'UiSj 
and  made  so  by  his  eaily  training  and  the  character  of  bis  p'.*iirical  institati..)us. 
lie  imJ  his  faults,  it  is  true,  but  they  were,  for  the  rno.st  part,  the  e.xeosses  of  u 
bravo  mid  manly  spirit.  Ib-cklew  he  might  be — alitdo  too  ready  to  conceive 
an  irmult,  or  too  prone  to  fellow  the  word  with  a blow;  but  be  had  no  secret 
malice  nor  mean  revenge  in  his  imtcra.  His  friemHhips  an  1 bis  enmities  were 
known,  and  he  scorned  to  strike  a fje  widiout  giving  him  notice  betbrehand, 
D he  had  epujions,  rhe  werl.l  might  know  them;  and  when  he  acted  as  a citi- 
zrm,  he  was  ready  to  meet  all  the  rc-nonsibilities  of  that  action,  either  a&  the 
b-U‘  of  public  opinion  or  eb^^owheiw  dVho  would  be  willing  to  n-ansforui  sacha 
rmui.  ;nr.o  the  secret  agiiat.'.r,  mutuing  his  face,  and  treading  tlie  dark  alley  to 
tae  ha-k  door  of  his  midnight  convcn'icle,  there  i:o  diiermine  upon  measures 
involving  the  welftrc  vf  [d,.;  fcllow-cilizens,  and  vet  'uvin''^  them  no  notice  of 
t'lmg-  nmt  were  to  aheet  timm  sr>deep]}';  or  sitting,  p-udi-ips,  in  secret  jndg- 
Lun”  upon  some  unsuspecting  mdgribnr.  rrying  him  and  condemning  him  un- 
sccQ.  or  uniicard,  in  rnauers  toucidng  his  p^ditical  character  and  standing,  and 
iu'-idv:ny,  it  may  bo,  the  litdo  ofive  wiiioh  give-  bread  to  ids  t-tmilv;  and 
W'.en  ihar  man  meets  him  in  the  morubm.  and  gfws  him  the  hand  of  um-usp'.':- 
tiug  fru'udsldp,  be  Is  unrible  to  relieve  liis  heart  by  saying  to  him,  You  wrong 
y'uir-Hf  and  me  by  sucli  unde^erve-l  fricndeiiip  and  confidence  ; you  are  gru-- 
P’mg  tiio  hand  which  will  .-strike  y ui  a bh,>w  where,  you  vdll  fied  it  ino-t  keenly  ?” 
D w-.uld  be  seme  rel’ef  to  a g.mjrnu-  mini  to  be  able  to  say  tbls  much;  biT, 
HO'.-ll  h '•un  i by  soni;i  terrible  vm,'.’  ()r  o.'it’i  of  .secrecy,  he  must  walk  on  in 
irnu  bear  the  galling  lo.id  of  unmerited  C-niUi.lcnce.  Tim  edict  having  gone  f'rrh, 
h ‘ m'lH  obey  it;  be  can  oxpri  s.-  ’m  opiid'Ui  in  opno-ltion  to  it;  he  must  w!im- 
1 or  i;.)  dis-mnt;  he  mn-t  In-'Ugb'.  iic  murmur  against  it.  lie  belongs  not  to 
h "i-m;,  but  to  his  Or. her. 

-V.'id  this  IS  the  Order  fi'r  which  the  old  p.irties,  are  exnorced  to  disband  llicir 
^'0- itiMii,  and  lay  dow.i  thad.r  arms.  I regret  to  say,  diat  there  are  S'cne 
~y!npt;,:>>,.3  of  a (letciniiination  ou  the  part  of  the  ATdgs  to  t;akc  service  undier 
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tills  new'  piriy.  It  lias  been  sakl  by  some  wit,  That  next  to  an  old  friend,  w-' 
love  an' old  enemy/^  I will  nof.  pronoimce  iinon  that  sentiment;  but  eertain 
is,  tluit  1 prekr  the  old  to  ihe  new  eneuiy.  The  old  Vv^lnys  were  a manly  parn,-; 
their  issues  vrero  open  ; they  might  be  vrrony^,  but  they  fought  upon  princinle-^, 
and  principles  wdiich  }U’ofossed  to  lo()k  to  the  w'olfare  of  the  whole,  and  li  rr  nf 
a part;  they  ii-jcd  no  secret  contrivances  to  circumvent  their  adversary,  but  uvt 
liim  ill  the.  open  th:-ld.  If  they  obtainc;!  power  you  knew  w'lnit  to  expeci.fri,iL: 
tifein.  Jbit  what  a cluinue  is  here,  my  eounirymen,  where  this  nev-z  party  ap- 
pears to  take  their  place  in  the  political  arena?  It  is  not,  however,  for  me  n;* 
give  judgment  in  tblN  case,  or  to  proilvr  a.lvico  to  the  Whig  party,  “ non  v:,'- 
iouni  tanins  compaitcre  jluL  i do  nrotest  amiinst  disbanding  the  JiiLimv. 

craiic  par*y  for  any  such  orceinization.  "We  are  told  that  the  principles  of  this 
party,  and  upon  wliich  tlie  p'Caiple  have  given  a favorable  verdict,  are  obsolete, 
If  so.  it  miu:t  bo  tbr  the  reason  that  timy  are  so  bnnly  fixed  in  the  afisetieu  of 
the  people,  as  not  to  be  shaken  uereafeer  ; but  if  they  are  thus  fixed,  it  was  •im 
Jjemocrutic  party  that  aciiievcd  the-v.mrk.  is  that  just  ground  for  disbauding 
them  ?.  Du  we  change  our  plijsiciiin  because  he  has  heretofore  cured  us,  or  our 
preacher  because  be  has  conviueed  us,  or  our  house-joiner  because  his  work  has 
pleased  us?  Ib.it  Low  can  it  be  said,  that  the  great  principles  of  our  pablic 
]iOlicy  in  regard  to  commeroe  and  currency,  or  the  great  doctrines  of  consiiii.-^ 
tional  construction,  can  evt-r  become  obsolete?  Vvhilst  our  government  lasts, 
the}'  must  constaudy  recur,  and  bo  applied  in  its  daily  legislation.  lintwvhy 
disband  the  Demoemtio  party?  For  the  greater  ]>art  of  a period  of  more  than 
fifty  years,  it  has  administered  the  affairs  of  the  federal  government  in  sua'li  a 
a manner  as  to  enforce  resptct  abrom.I,  to  .secure  to  us  at  home  such  peace  and 
banaoiiy  as  have  never  been  found  to  exist  eFcvrbere,  in  connection  wirdi  thvi 
enjoyraent  of  so  much  liberty,  and  to  develop  the  moral  and  material  rcsourC'  * 
of  the  country  to  an  extent  here’ofore  unparallcd  in  the  history  of  the  wm-M. 
It  has  shown  itself,  too,  to  havti  been  the  only  party  with  a spirit  broad  and 
comprehensive  enoueh  ro  steer  the  ship  of  State  safely  tlirough  the  storms  of 
sectional  contests.  When  s-adion  was  arrayed  against  soetion  upon  the  prot'"^- 
tivo  policy,  it  was  this  party  which  intervened  to  adjpst  matters  satisfactoriiy 
enough,  f>r  peace,  at  least,  by  the  application  of  the  great  principles  of  tree 
trade.  Under  the  still  m wo  tearful  agitadoas  I'f  the  slavery  question,  Uc 
South  has  mund  cbieiiy  within  the  nuilm  of  this  inrty,  the  If  )rtlicrn  friends  ■ 
could  dire  to  be  just  to  ln?r  ami  true  to  the  Ooimtitudou,  without  fear  of  tim 
personal  consequences  whiUi  suc'i  a course  was  sure  to  involve.  During  tne 
last  Congress,  so  far  as  the  frao  Fiates  arc  coni^erued,  that  party  entitled  iwdf 
to  the  hmring  respect  and  gr..Mitud-.'  <d'  the  dnuth,  for  removing  the  odious  ban 
of  the  Missouri  ro^trleti  m.  Thr!.mghout  the  representution  of  the  whole  oi  the 
non-slaveholding  States,  no  nmu  wo<  to  be  Uund,  outside  of  the  Denmerv  o 
party,  who  sustained  tiic  F-bru.dni  hdi.  And  now  that  they  are  in  diiiicubicp 
for  so  noble  a discliargo  of  tlicli  duties  to  the  Constitution,  is  this  a time  to  u-- 
sort  or  distrust  them  ? 

Feliew  citizen.s,  I have  sp  'k'.'n  of  the  issues  which  we  are  to  meet,  an  1 o: 
the  tri.-ils  which  await  u.s.  in  view  of  these,  I would  ask  every  man,  whf^  in-j 
a Southern  heart  "in  his  bisom,  if  he  would  not,  instead  of  the  present  star,'  ' - 
things,  rcstrme,  if  he  coidd.  dm  ICmu'^u :\tic  pur'y  as  it  was  in  the  last  Congre,--, 
to  its  fonaiT  power  in  that  I)>.;dy  ? If  ihi.,i  co’ild  be  dr 'no,  every  friend  of  p'.-sv..* 
and  the  Union  wriuld  biwa'ho  freer  and  cadcr:  there  would  bo  m;  fear  o:  a 
successful  attempr  in  a,ny  branch  of  the  Oovernment  to  ai.iolisli  slavery  in  dm 
District  of  C -‘Iumbia,  or  :a  ilic  'h .vritorkw,' or  tlie  slave  trade  between 
States,  or  to  repeal  lae  timvivo  >la,  • w,  or  to  rest'>re  the  Missouri  rostrim  • 

'If  then  such  a change  ua.uilu  nc  dic.sirj bio,  the  next  best  thing,  a.-suredd}',  W''u.a 
be  to  unite  the  Sourli,  os  a h-idy.  t,.i  tin' eon^orrative  men  of  the  Forth,  ' 
are  doing  battle  for  the  Coustitution,  and  dare  to-be  just  to  our  right.?.  L*.  t 
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‘y-  n-.i.'!  wny,  l:onp  together  a party  strong  enough  to  uefenfl  the  coPxStitution  xornl 
j'  ■'  |.jace  of  the  C'-^'intry,  until  t’oo  sohor  secon-i  thought  of  the  people  comes 
j;i  {,)  the  rescue,  if,  imktjd,  vse  arc  to  ho  rescued  at  ail.  hVtrat  other  road  is 
'h'Ue  s<>  probaldy  safe  as  this?  And  \rhcre  arc  those  conservative  men  to  be 
f.iun  b ill  any  st-eimdh,  in  the  free  States,  except  in  the  Poinocratic  party  ? 
Jhit  Nihy,  of' all  the  States  in  the  confederacy,  should  Virginia  be  exhoiUtd  to 
d-'-'Tt  the  Pemocraric  party,  and  at  such  an  hour  as  this  ? T^as  she  faith 
ia  dieir  principles?  Are  they  not,  for  the  most  part,  her  own . principles  ? 
L e'lng,  of  hlassachusetts,  in  a late  elonptent  letter,  has  ascribed  the  ori  dn  of 
t.h.n'  partp^  mairdy  to  Virginia.  It  has  been  said,  that  all  the  great,  religions 
of  the  world  have  issued  from  the  tents  of  Sliem  ; it  may  be  said,  I think, 
w:t!i  as  much  truth,  that  many  of  the  gw;at  princiviles  of  the  Denioeratie  party, 
emanated  from  the  log  cabin  of  the  Virginia  pi.cneer.  The  foiuidarions  of 
luuch  of  its  public  poiicy  are  to  be  found  in  our  colonial  history  ; and  in  the 
outset  of  that  {.’arty,  under  the  Federal  Constiturion,  it  was  led  by  Virginians. 
Tiic  very  banner  vrhich  is  now  waiving  over  its  hosts  in  the  held,  is,  to  a great 
lAtent,  the  work  of  A^irginia  hands.  Ifotv  much  of  its  web  and  its  wood  were 
ciuitributed  by  Jeuersou  and  Aladison — how  many  of  its  mottoes  were  inscribed 
by  Ihrginia  iutolleet — how  much  of  its  cinbellislimcrit  is  due  to  A'irginia  genius  ? 
Vfiiy,  th.en,  should  A^'irginia  desert  tlie  Deinocratie  party,  and  at  this  time  ? 
That  party  has  met  with  a succession  of  reverses  in  the  free  States;  the  tide  of 
the  battle  has  now  rolled  to  our  feet,  and  the  cye.s  of  the  whole  country  are 
fixed  upon  us.  Are  we  invited  to  leave  our  posts  now,  because  of  so  many  de- 
feats elsewhere  ? Is  it  the  cry  of  “'.snare  which  runs  along  the  line  ? 

Arc  we  to  desert  our  friends  in  extremity  to  seek  for  personal  safety  ? or,  worse 
still,  to  wheel  out  of  line  and  fire  upon  them,  that  we  may  make  ou.r  separate 
peace  with  the  foe  ? Perish  the  base  thought.  AVIy  is  it  that  our  Viend-  are 
in  ddlieuky  ? Because  they  did  justice  to  ns  in  the  Nebraska  bill,  and  refused 
to  v;rong  the  Soufb.  Is  this,  then,  a time  to  desert  and  abandon  tliem  to  the 
tx’nier  mercies  of  the  cruel  odds  which  am  against  them  ? In  such  an  events 
V'c'l  laiglit  tlie  old  Commonwealth  hang  her  head  in  shame,  and  bow  her  iiock 
to  th.o  yoke  of  the  oppressor;  for  how  could  she  hope  for  the  trust  of  friends 
or  rim  respeci:  of  fDcs,  after  such  conduct? 

Sirs,  it  seems  to  me,  that  no  true  sou  of  Afirginia,  no  matter  what  his  politics, 
ought  to  wush  her  to  change  novv,  to  leave  the  field  when  such  desertion  would 
au:;ch  so  cruel  an  attainf  to  her  shield.  “If  she  is  to  change,’'  we  ought  to 
lot  it  be  at  some  iothor  time  not  now,  when  tlie  eyvs  of  the  vrhelo 
ct-uihry  are  so  intently  fixed  upon  her,  and  when  tlie  hopes  of  her  Deciocrado 
otathum  everywhere  are  concentrated  upon  her,  to  redeem  the  mrtunes  of  the 
ttu.it.  khould  we  fail  them  U'^w,  tbev  iifight  well  sav,  as  Ikmoe  sail  to  his 
frumd  at’RannnckburD  : “Ah,  lland‘dph,  there  is  a rusc  fallen  from  your  chap- 
ter,” because  his  enemy  had  yiassed  when  he  kent  ward. 

Bur,  fellow  cidzons,  may  1 not,  say  in  your  riuiiie,  and  in  that  of  the  great 
n )ay  r.f  the  Adi-g;nia  Pemocracy.  the  enemy  shall  not  [w'-s  when  we  keep  ward  ; 
Via  will  roll  back  rim  tide  of  lartle  which  lias  reached  emr  f-tet,.  and  redeem,  as 
mare  them  once  before,  the  f irrunes  of  tliis  fight.  And  why  not  both  say  nod 
'-"It?  Thct^  are  di"  prin  dpics  01  k’irginia  winch  arc  at  i:-um  ; the  prinvi'dcS 
t"  which  ibr  more  ihau  fifty  yoai'sshe  has  adhered  through  good  and  evil  i'Cikwl, 
*“>d  wbicli  she  i;  IS  ever  regarded  as  constituriag  the  hulwarks  of  her  iafi,  ty  ; 
fk' y are  the  principles,  too,  whicli  are  aisJoNafeJ  with  the  vccnileetion  ef  .so  n.a- 
try  >’‘rug4les  in  which  she  bi  re  a ctoi-picuons  part,  as  to  bo  identided  widi  her 
^Uiieaud  her  glory,  li  ho  tradid  am  of  rlie  past  must  speak  for  tluun  ; the 

u'h  ng.s  of  our  faiii!  r-g  thj  im.\tUf.=5  of  the  lioiim.sfead,  w.ill  plead  for  tiit-ui. 

‘ kb  earth,  earth,  earth  I”  soiil  the  Hebrew  prophet,  when,  wearied  out  with 
th.o  perversity  of  ids  e-'antrymen,  lie  tunud  to  iris  native  soil,  and  adjured  that, 
fi»  i:ce  if  he  could  not  arouse  within  it  some  answering  spirit. 
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' If  such  au  appeal  v/as  ma'Ie  in  such  a cause  to  the  soil  of  the  Old  Douhnlon. 
it  seems  to  me  th;it  tlie  ‘‘peuius  loci”  v/oiild  ^p^ing  forih,  and  triimpet-t,rn!p!.u 
sound  .the  call,  wliich,  friuu  the  topmost  height  of  her  mountains  to  the  lu'.vvu 
dentil  jjf  her  vallios,  wou-ld  summon  tier  smos  to  the  rescue. 

imlhuY  citizens,  it  has  boon  said,  ivct  Americans  rule  America.”  I say.  1 t 
Americ«n  princirdes  rule  America,  an  1 the  more  that  can  be  rallied  t:i  (!:  :r 
support  tiiC  better,  lu  r.bo  same  sens-c,  I say  lot  Virginians  rule  Virginia  ; I t 
Virginia  principles  rule  Virginia.  Above  all,  lot  us  not  go  to  Oiassachus.vtvj 
just  at  this  time,  to  borrow  counsel  or  beg  for  guidance.  Lot  us  not  borr-a- 
from  iicr  any  of  those  ‘‘  isms”  Tv’liicli  have  made  her  so  fruitful  a cause  ( : 
trouble  to  tier  neighbors  and  unhappiness  to  herself.  lact  us  not  take  from  !:.  r 
this  last  of  her  i<ms,”  or  carrv  her  scaled  letters  and  secret  cipher.  For  au.. ’at 
we  1-inovr,  they  may  prove  to  h-.)  the  letters  of  Lellerdphon,  and  we  may  becouie 
tho  unconscious  bearers  of  t!ie  vrarrant  for  our  own  destruction. 

The  time  has  been  when  Virginia  and  diassachusetts  exchanged  preseuts 
sentiment  and  opinion,  but  tiicy  wore  sentiments  in  favour  of  human  freeuiua, 
and  not  declarations  ag'iinst  tliat  greatest  of  all  liberties,  the  liberty  of  c.un 
science.  T’h,r  myself,  I have  (dosed  tho  pages  of  dlassachu-ctts  history,  siaco  it, 
became  evident  that  this  now  party  had  complete  possession  of  her  Srate  g.  v- 
eminent.  I have  not  foliowed  to  ilie  conclusions  any  of  their  propositions  ; to 
translate  their  old  Ivuin  motto  Inho  English,  because  the  language  is  f.weign  ; 
or  to  introduce  the  songs  of  tim  ilutchiusou  fimily  into  legisiative  ss-siiUi.  or 
to  exclude  from  their  pu’oiic  schools  th':'  study  of  all  biuguayes  but  the  vernar-n- 
bir.  A or  have  I cnquiro'l  very  curi»u-;]y  into  the  precise  amount  of  Ku  )W 
Nothing  literature  which  existed,  to  liil  the  immense  void  which  would  be  Uiiido 
by  excimling  all  tlia.t  vms-not  Mog]i.d).  Muf,  I beg  pardon,  there  have  bj’'M 
some  events  in  her  rocGut  history  so  startling  as  to  enfjrce  the  most  unwil'n'.: 
attention.  I have  scon,  wirli  pain  and  mortirlcatioii,  that  a committee  of  her 
Legislature,  armed  with  the  majesty  and  power  of  the  State,  did,  but  the  otlew 
day,  make  a descent  upon  some  unprotect  jd  Catholic  ladies,  who  were  conducring 
a private  school,  and  used,  or  rath.er  a'ous.ed.,  their  autboriry  to  insult  these  demnei- 
le-is  f.nnales.  I have  w,)tehcd,  t.‘»o,  with  the  deep^-st  interest,  the  case  of  Loring, 
to  see  if  the  power  of  that  great  StaOj  is  to  be  used  to  crush  a man,  merely  t'a- 
cau-e  he  obeyed  the  obligati. ms  af  his  Oith,  of  the  constituri'm,  and  of  thel:.w 
which  ho  was  appoinV'd  to  a'i!!uni:-der.  If  tiiat  deed  be  consummated,  then  i 
sly  let  Lor  face  be  turned  t > tlie  ’wall  ; let  us  endeavor  to  forget  it  for  awhile, 
at  least  until  these  tcrril'Ie  di.iu:vioii,s  shall  have  passed  awry,  which  vex  the 
brain,  and  di.^turb  the  brr-w. 

I'cliow  citizens,  if  t'm  Img  chciis'ied  principles  of  Virginia  are  to  fall,  let 
be  at  another  time,  and  not  now.  Let.  us  peris'i  in  some  open  field,  in  fair  ari'l 
manly  fight ; but  let  Tint  di.,‘  by  the  bowstring  of  the  mute.  If  the  good  m 1 
bag  sliip  of  jdjmoerai-y  is  to  g.i  down,  let  it  be  with  colors  living,  and  to  t w 
sound  of  monial  tnusie,  cud  tiling  the  last  shot  in  tho  locker,  in  r*»ken  that  r' -i 
Old  Ou.ird  m;iy  die,  but  e-mnwt  >urr.,-mler.  lint  who  talks  of  failure?  Tli"-- 
principle.s  will  bve,  and  I tru.jt  cmiure  for  centuries  yet  to  come;  that  old  sh.p 
will  not  go  down,  but 

• ^ Us  il.m:  .-haU  brave  a thomand  years, 

, The  battle  and  the  breeze.” 

Virg'inia  is  no'w  nrou.-el  to  a true  sm<e  of  the  imnnrtance  of  tlio  cont  -'t 
She  understami'-  what  utun  •p’  -s  are  .n  u-mg  and  she  will  '^ori  be  in  tiio  h A 
vrit'i  all  her  barm-  r->  v.uuvuig,  and  ready  ro  charge  witli  ail  her  chivairv.  lo 
the  darkest  hour  ot  t!m  i*'".  e'bi.".()n.  Con.  W^ashington  sai  l,  that  wdn.m  ai!  eb’-i 
failed,  he  ’would  plant  !di.'  O.ag  in  ’.vest  Angi;.>ta,  and  lliore  defend  it  to  tlie  I • 
If  the  Democratic  p-Wty  ^ i nhl  be  dcfoatcl  in  all  oilier  places,  let  it  conic  to  ds 
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fiiV'-rite  strongliola  in  the  Oui  J^Joriilnlon,  and  plant  its  banner  there.  And  let 
u-  .b'fond  ami  protect  it,  nntil  the  people  c^^nie  np  to  its  rescue,  as  come  they 
Viiil,  it'  '‘VO  ju'eservo  ihe  Uhcrry  to  know,  to  argue,  and  to  utter  freely,  accord- 
in;:  to  oons'-ience,  and  thus  afford  them  the  opportunity  to  understaiid' their  iu- 
irrests  : Whilst  that  continues,  I will  neither  bale  in  heart,  nor  hope,  nor  con- 

sider all  is  lost  until  iimt  too  is  taken  from  us. 

Jfut,  fell o?.'-citizens,  1 tax  your  patience  much  too  far.  I have  been  carried 
on  by  earnest  svish  to  impress  you  as  deeply  with  a sense  of  the  irnporrance  of  the 
I'.reseQt  crisis,  as  1 feel  it  myself.  1 have  not  had  the  power  to  do  it,  as  I ought 
to  Laye  known  beWre-liand  ; yet  I struggled  on  under  the  hone  that  some 
chance  arrow  might  reach  its  mark.  1 felt,  too,  it  was  my  duty  to  warn  you  of 
the  danger,  wldch,  in  ruy  oiunion,  lies  before  you.  Iljavo  shown  you  the  i>jsues 
which  we  are  to  meet;  the  frials  that  are  not  to  be  avoided.  If  there  be  any 
pea'’eful  solution  of  those  diliicultios,  I have  pointed  you  to  the  ouly  direciiou 
in  wliicb- 1 think  it  can  be  found.  In  this  case,  I believe  it  to  be  not  only  the 
py.th  of  safety,  but  that  of  honor  also.  You  will  see,  therefore,  why  I have 
pressed  you  so  earnestly  to  take  it.  I do  not  say  that  there  is  no  other  peaceful 
sclutiun  of  cur  dimculties,  but  merely  that  i do  not  see  it  if  it  exists,  ih'ovi- 
dence  sometiaios  opens  up  unexpected  avenues  of  escape  from  peril.  >Iy  own 
knovvledgo,  too,  even  of  the  past,  is  very  limited  .my  foreknowledge  still  more 
fio.  There  are  chances  which  I do  not  pretend  to  estimate.  I shall  be  glad  to 
araii  myself  of  any  w'hich  may  turn  up;  for,  next  to  the  safety  and  honor  of 
lay  country,  I desire  its  peace.  Yes,  sirs,  its  peace;  for  sometimes  the  whole 
story  of  national  happiness  may  be  written  in  tliat  one  word.  I must  aver, 
therefore,  that  I regard  th.so  ititcrests  as  too  va.st  to  be  staked  upon  chance. 
Ihit  let  me  say  now,  an. I once  for  all,  that  whatever  may  betide  her,  I stvud  by 
lay  State.  If  troubles  should  cem-:',  I will  take  my  full  share,  without  pausing 
to  in  juire  what  party,  or  who  of  her  sons,  brought  them  unou  Imr.  Wo  are 
the  children  of  a comiuon  moLucr,  and  it  is  our  tirst  duty  to  slefeud  her. 

Hut  if  these  responsibilities  are  to  be  met,  and  I avimit  my  obligation  to  do 
xo,  let  me  at  least  have  the  satisfaction  of  feeling,  that  if  Virginia  goes  into  the 
contc.st  with  no  taint  up  ui  her  brow,  or  reproach  upon  her  fidelity  to  the  sacred 
obligigions  of  friendship,  may  it  never  be  said  of  her,  that  she  brought  her 
trouble  upon  herself  by  <ie:ou’ting  her  friends  when  in  peril  and  dlLiculty,  and. 
may  the  cry  of  craven  never  pursue  her  as  the  pilot  that  blenclmd  at  ^tho 
bclm,  when  the  storm  blew  the  loudest.”  If  ail  else  is  lost,  let  us  at  least  save 
her  honor.  To  do  thi?,  nothing  more  is  noces-ary  than  that  she  should  be  true 
to  herscdi;  for'thut  much  wo  surely  ought  to  be  able  to  answer. 


ME.  YvISE  AT  ALEXAMDEIA. 

r.Ir.  Wise  a.d(Ircs.sed  the  citizens  of  Alex;  ndria  in  one  of  the  ablest 
*poecbes  he  made  during  the  campaign.  T.nd  fortunately  a talented  corps 
ot  reporters  were  pre.-'Cnt,  who  took  down  t'lc  speech  as  it  was  spoken.  If 
ici.-takes  occurred  in  this  repyoi  t we  have  r.-ever  heard  of  them,  either  from 
Mr.  Wise  or  his  friends.  And  as  we  tak'o  for  granted  tliat  it  was  the  cidj 
true  and  correct  report  th.it  wa.=^  ever  given  of  liim  during  the  canvass,  we 
*ha  [ give  it  an  insertion  iii  this  compilation.  T’he  .'speech  was  delivered  on 
the  night  of  Saturday,  the  Sd  of  Tebruary,  at  Liberty  Hall,  before  an  im- 
nicn.oi  concourse  of  citizens  and  strangers,  a very  large  majority  of  the 


,»r« 


W" 

» 


i* 


ei> 


W.  ' 


.''V 

itf  biiA  .sisifJ  Taon-J  »3i  f>ua  tflriiaiWDf^  hlO  odi  oi  llu4fj^rtoiif4 
Vorf4  ym09  »»  ^ocfsv^n  ^il  ot  (j».‘  »ifvlO>tir  ^Ir  3t»WMq  l*rra 

-I;T^‘VOC  •»&!>*/  t>J  < I ,Vf^>r^  ( j !>i>  ^4  ^iiuf 

4tfHf5Jj’l'i*«.Jji<iW  M im.’J^«  Hfdi  to« 

loa  im  ,f-w{vir  tii  v>4?J  r^^>i;uii^<jf5  JinTi  li 

0'5*»i^3  fci  ft‘‘>  Ktdw  t{^f 

i»f/ifj  I ,*i,%  t')i  tif*t.rtu  • ;»rt>j‘jf;|  lar;^  3ttj  I ,ei[r'-xJ/b-llrtnj|  ,lu!{ 

r#  r/di‘^#iHii4‘idq!«t  61  dffw  yd  1*0 

4.J^0  I*-?J5  ,il  6f)  cJi  1 

a«K»^  Ufli  wjQii  vdl  Ifo  ^ lia.'^-yioW 

i«ib 
•idi 

..  . . r , , . , ^Adv 

x»«o  fdt  tii  vpi  tKntic/f  e*mf  r ^v>i:U«l/5db  U fl.>i5a!og 
odJ  ^o-ir  oo  it  ovsiPxl  f ,;;3a%  ^ ul  .im(/r>)  ^ $tdi  ft  M>^1  1 dptd«r  oi 
9ruiH  tdw  |f*#  .csJ^in  -iwd  lo  Jj^ai  Jud  Vo  d/M 

5»‘it^o <Mt; «t  wdJ ' :4tey».  I ‘ ,il  odri  4»  d<'{ 

li  1»  li,^  i x,*''”'’'*-’®*  uot’nl*  < 

u^rb  w i'Asi^-'i>qr;4;wi:iM’8n3oo,..fe*dih64j^^ 

fttouj  i|<l«  a«bifw«i5l(trt4  X«1  rtbv  io  uvi  9^  ^■ 

f,i  Uf^  W ff«dni  ,t<r>T  id*  I dj;d%  fc0904,at>  ,0i 

)oirtooa  feiUi  Tf.w? 

Uudn  mis  >^rJ4fm\i  iJi  fw 

fXr//4  if^udt  .&IS9  "Hih  <»'j  '■  Iifi^oh/rrt  *‘iu  tiC<« 

.Doricib  iftxjff  b3^Jttc4  ^l  #4.  ^t^ds 

X»i  ii.x^d  t'M  6di 

'j3C:  'pyi^ho  iRdp  ^ 

dV  /t^ijaKK/  ir'ii  avt{Aiul5>  tdia 

ef)'o3  ndltfjglbld  xmjn^^e  •$  tf.  4:/^ 

oiii  oiac’?.o6,^  II  id«5J ftifniJ’itafjf  .io>m  ,<t«,  ^ 

b^»rui?  aiU-01  -(tittiiiS  iX/wt  xi^d  'iH^td\  inh^  dicj'  di'Jw' 

lad  4ifem»Ki  edt  I6di  |,.vj^4  bi  ® vifroii  ii  y;>m  f^qiid^bociiV 
iir*  ihiMy  tvd  ^:shi^^h\d.WMx^  lO/^o  pkia  tS 

Oil’ll  3fl:  Mjtiwf'  0/dShifiOt 

^tAu  lA  >.xi.  4^1  tJf/ I V£.,^  OiffSt  ilOrfry  ,mb  d 

otoiJ  tod  Ld4^ade-'''^d‘*'''St>di'Mi^jti,,y  fsd 

,iaw44,to  douia  Sads^vu  (\Uttrjd  oi 

■'•  ■ ■ ■ ■ '"’^0^^  ' '-•■■ 


'%li' 

j:iaakjfe3A  ta  afaj7f  ':si« 

‘ • if  .^iio^'-i.Wii  . .,e;  -^.  ■ ■.  .,  . t •.  :\f, 

it^Wc  hH  “h  Hi  ^n1^XAih  0t\l  b^?5?^^C'  .xU 

AffJoD  fto^tofjtJ  fl  ba^i.  rru80  ♦rif  j^;«)ndf*  tod 

*j1  e^rw  4,  m«<4)  lioa*  Ofi%»  ,liA^c5iq 

moat  lodJio  ,rnoH*  lo  £n/s<wj  ow  iiifjflVpidt  at  boituooo  i^hi'HSis 

XM  ecw  Ji  kdi  ir^t  Jikiet  t>w  ^-js  hp/\  .abnonl  >id  to  ^'toV  4ld 

^«>y5yni;o  ■g^miub  fi!^'"  jo  Wiu^  haj  */toii 

uo  U^xhjkb  Knu  d^oaqe  o^iT  .avlfeluimof*  thit  tu  noiSrsHai  a/k  ii  yyig  I «d« 
«-  STolid  dbiH  rJifwJiJ  Jr,  .v-mdo’?  Jo  !>«'  $t(>  .velwofi/g  ^dJ> 

i^di  'to  xlhK®^  to^-uf  vyoT  « ‘ baji  walilh  to 'flr^w:do:>  »e«iwn 


94- 


merribers  of  Conj;ress,  and  many  citizens  of  V/ashingLon,  having  been  a> 
tractcd  by  the  fame  of  bis  oratory.  ' , ■ ' • 

[Reported  for  the  N.  Y.  Herald.] 

hin.  ^Vise’s  Speech  at  Alexahdrta. — -T  appear  before  you  to-night, 
citizens  of  Alexandria,  not  upon  my  own  account,  but  as  the  standard  beai'i-r 
of  the  Democratic  ])arty  of  this  State,  regularly  nominated  in  accordance 
with  t!io  time-honored  usrage  of  the  party.  1 corno  as  endorsed  and  twice, 
endorsed  by  the  Democratic  party,  named  as  i was  to  be  its  elector  in  184s, 
and  in  IS.x] ; elector  for  the  people,  and  now  nominated  for  the  goveracc- 
ship  of  the  stale  of  Virginia.  If  any  Democrat  in  tliis  assembly  recoHec:^! 
that,  in  times  pa.-t,  I did  not  always  regard  regularly  organized  nomination.^, 
and  chooses  to  vote  against  me  on  that  account,  let  him  so  do,  provided  he 
will  stand  where  I have  ever  stot)d — upon  principle,  acting  hona  fide, 
an  earnest  honest  man  ; let  him  then,  I say,  vote  against  me.  Vfhen  h-c 
docs  it  let  him  remember  that  he  then  does  the  very  act  for  w’hich  ho  i.s 
condemrdng  me — vote  against  the  regular  nominee.  If  there  be  any  Vfhij 
in  this  a.ssembly  who  will  vote  against  me  because  I am  not  what  he  calls 
consistent,  and  because  1 have  chosen  to  use  partv  as  a servant  and  not  a.s 
a ma.ster,  1 would  not  ask  him  for  his  vote.  But  I would  ask  him  not  to  be 
like  me,  whom  he  choo.ses  to  deem  incousistent.  (/\pplause.)  I ask  him, 
when  lie  comes  to  the  poll.',  to  be  true  and  clear  in  act  and  conscience  ; nor 
carrying  before  him  tlie  dark  lantern  of  a secret  association  and  gripping  a 
Dentocrat  with  one  hand  and  a Whig  with  the  other.  If  he  is  the  jewel  of 
com^i'tency,  which  he  vcoiild  have  me  be,  let  him  be  himself  guiltless. 
But,  gentlemen,  thouirh  I have  come  before  you  a man  nominated  by  a party, 
the  standard  bearer  of  a paity,  doing  battle  tor  its  principles,  still  I coiue 
not  here  to-iugiit  to  address  party.  I appear  betcre  the  peoi)le,  without 
distinction  of  party,  to  address  myself  to  a republican  people  charged  with 
the  sacred  and]  holy  trust  of  self-government.  I come  to  address  rn}- 
sc-lf  to  a people  \vho.<e  only  means  of  self-government  is  by  elec- 
tion. I conie  to  addres.s  mv-^elf  to  the  reason,  and  the  conscience,  and  the 
judgment,  and  the  will  of  t'le  people,  who.se  reason,  and  conscience,  and 
judirment,  and  will,  nnmt  be  e.xerci.-ed  in  the  election,  and  let  me  a^k  von — 
evci-y  considerate,  every  conscientiou.s  man.  every  man  with  a stake  in 
hand,  eitiiCT  of  capital  or  of  labor — let  me  ask  you  what  arc  the  considera- 
tions which  outrht  to  -.rover a a republican  people  charged  with  the  tru=t  a.-- 
signed  to  you  of  worthily  1 e-,towing  on  a man  the  highe>t  otfice  in  the  r;ift 
of  the  people  } Gentlemen,  you  have  great,  momentous,  deeply  intere.Hing 
topics  of  dorne.stic  policy  for  your  consideration.  There  is  your  pubhc 
credit,  tuDur  public  works,  your  commerce,  your  agriculture,  your  miuia.: 
and  ma?infaciuring,  and  the  great  subject  of  rmpular  instruction.  At 
monmnt  cau.<es  are  operating,  not  only  atfecting  your  national  credit.  yc)u: 
state  credit,  hut  toudiing  the  nerves,  the  tender  nerves  of  your  pri\'r-te 
purses.  All  Europe  is  in  arms,  and  ti  e labor  of  Europe  is  absteactod  fis  m 
the  world  of  com.merce.  The  rno-t  imwe.d'ul,  sovereigns  of  the  earth  are  in 
battle  array.  Each  crowned  head  of  Europe  is  calling  for  gold — ;nces=an:  y 
demanding  gold,  in  quantiln'-  winch  Vu.stralia  and  Cadfornia,  and  Siber  a 
cannot  .su-pply.  And  this  demand  lor  gohl  aiiects  your  national  credit,  ymr: 
state  crfuiii.,  and  ymir  private  credit.  I mean  not  to  create  any  alarm  ; 1 
mean  rv'R.  to  caU'C  i ny  e vcicement  or  distrust  in  your  mi;nls  in  rclat.ion  t ’> 
the  comhiiiin  of  yo'ir  credit : liut  1 nic.t.u  to  sav  i.'iat,  at  no  m':)me’'.t  of  rg' 
life  liave  I seen  ti'.e  time  wlum  there  was  more  necessity  than  tiiere  is  ..t 
present  for  prudence  in  governmenl.  and  prudence  in  private  auhiru  J'  d 
tiicre  is  a salvo,  tinmk  God  i We  live  cn  'a  cotdiaent  long  eos.-u.m  > * ‘ 
broad  enough  to  feed  the  world.  Wo  have  wheat,  we  have  corn,  we  ha\c 
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pork  ant!  beof.  ' One  little  port,  vrhich  has  grown  np  like  Jonah’s  gourd 
in  a single  night,  on  t!]e  lakes,  can  send  more  wheat  to  market  than  ae.v 
four  ports  of  Russia  ; and  that  city  which  is  called  the  Queen  City  of  the 
West,  is  haunted  by  the  ghosts  of  slaugh.tered  swine.  (Laughter.)  One 
single  power  of  Europe  now  at  war,  has  held,  up  in  London  trie  thermortie- 
ter  of  exchange  for  all  the  world;  still,  we  have  the  j)roducing  power  of 
provisions  and  munitions  of  war.  (Cheers.)  hVhiie  they  are  tighting,  tl'ank 
G’od,  we  can  be  feeding.  (Laughter.)  This,  this  is  the  salvo.  Vv'here  tife  al- 
mighty dollar  is  made  so  much  of,  human  food  has,  by  the  adventitious  aid 
of  caCises  now  existing',  advanced  in  value:  wheat  lias  tloubled  its  price. 

I mal:e  these  remarks  in  order  to  bring  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  the 
public  credit  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  whose  bonds  have  "already  touched 
eighty-five  cents  in  the  dollar,  hiow  long  that  war  may  last,  what  accidents 
ma}"  liappen  from  it,  v, 'bat  collisions  may  be  produced  by  it,  no  human 
foresight  can  now  see.  But  let  us  be  pre])3red,  and  then  come  what  m a v, ' 
I pledge  myself — if  elected  Governor  of  Virginia — that,  though  direst  !ie- 
cessity  may  come,  come  what  v ill,  at  all  hazards,  the  public  credit  of  ‘r!;o 
state  of  Virginia  shall  be  preserved.  (Enthusiastic  applause.)  Ihivate 
honor  is  precious ; but,  as  intinitely  higher  than  an  individual  is  the -state-, 
so  infinitely  higher  than  private  honor  is  the  honor  of  the  state.  Re{>roach 
Virginia  who  will,  reproach  her  whoever  is  so  inclined,  no  man  can  say  that 
her  honor  has  yet  been  stained.  (Vociferous  applau-e.)  If  I be  elected 
governor  of  Virginia,  then,  I tell  3’oa  bluntly  and  briefly,'  if  it  be  necessary 
to  tax  you  to  defend  her  honor,  I shall  commend  taxation,  though  it 
make  us  groan.  (Sensation.)  Next  to  public  credit,  next  to  the  lionor 
of  the  stale,  are  her  great  public  work>,  in  the  high  march  of  pros- 
perity. You  have  never  yet  had — it  is  unfortunate  you  never  have  had — 
a system  of  pubHc  works.  Your  woiks  have  been  begun  witl;out  regard  to 
their  relative  importance.  You  have  not  completed  one  before  you  have  begun 
another  and  another.  Your  public  works  are  without  termini.  Your  caiinN 
and  \’our  railroads  are  like  ditches  dug  in.  the  middle  of  a plantation,  wite.out 
outlet  at  either  end.  You  appropriate  for  them  to-day,  neglect  them  to- 
morrow, and  leave  the  appropriation  of  the  day  after  to-morrow  to  repair 
decay,  it  is  time  that  some  one  or  two,  or  as  many  as  you  can,  of  the 
public  works  of  the  state  of  Virginia  should  be  completed,  in  order  to  ease 
the  taxation  of  the  public.  It  is  time  they  should  be  completed,  in  order  to 
render  some  profit  to  the  state.  All  that  the  state  of  Virginia  has  boon 
wanting  has  been  to  reach  out  her  arm-'  to  ths  great  West — to  tap  the  Oliio 
river — to  join  the  Big  Bend  of  tiie  Ohio  river  with  your  rivers  in  the  En-t. 
You  have  reversed,  in  times  past,  the  order  of  true  policy.  You  have  '-aid, 
“ Let  us  have  capital — let  us  have  population,  and  then  w e vrill  liave  a citv.” 
But  you  never  will  have  capital — you  never  will  have  population,  until  yea 
have  the  internal  improvements  to  build  up  a city.  You  want  commuj-r.a. 
You  have  bays,  quays,  roadstead-',  which  would  float  the  navies  of  th.e 
worM ; but  \'oii  have  no  seat  of  commerce — no  centre  of  trade  has 
pointed  its  spires  to  the  heavens  on  the  soil  ofAurginia.  That  i-  hecau-^.' 
you  have  completed  none  of  your  public  works.  "Whatever  ditlerenc.,-  of 
opinion,  then,  may  have  been  as  to  t'le  commencement  of  your  wor’  - <T 
state  improvement,  now  that  tlmy  are  begun — now  'hat  millions  lia^  e :i 
spent  and  v/asted  upon  tliem — now  tb.at  you  are  obliged  to  be  taxed  in  or-Jer 
to  complete  them,  the  sooner  you  submit  to  the  taxation  to  complete"  } wi.r 
.prie.iar)’  works  the  better.  And  tlie  nio,-.f  cypediliou.s  and  cert  -inly  the  m,  ■ t 
proiitable  v.'av  of  comnletin.e;  vner  work.-  of  '^ccondarv  impoidance  is.  to 
complete  tlmse  of  primary  Importanc.-.  If,  then,  elected  governor  of  tin» 
st;i?f  of  Virginia,  I ,-ha!l  m-e  all  t!ie  influence  Vvliich  I c..in  wijd  cori-iigentlt’- 
vrith'  the  public  credit,  and  witli  the  condition  of  the  peopfla,  to  expedite  the 
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completion  of  all  tbc  works  of  primary  importance  in  the  state.  Next  to  yo'ir 
})iiblic  works  and  your  commerce,  your  agiicuUure  is'  the  most  imjjortaat. 
The  four  great  cardinal  sources  of  production — the  four  great  puueis  of 
production  of  national  wealth  are  commerce,  agriculture,  manufacturing  and 
miniux.  hare  d 1,000  square  miles  as  ricii  in  every  element  of  com- 

merce— in  eveiy  element  of  agi’icuiture,  of  maiiufacturing  and  mining,  as 
anv  other  6-1.000  square  miles  oh  the  face  of  the  globe;  and  yet  with  all 
four  povrers  in  her  hand,  Virginia  has,  tlius  far  in  her  history,  relied  upon 
one  source  alone.  . 

[At  tfiis  period  of  tlie  oration  the  noi,-e  and  confusion  bccamm  so^great 
from  the  press  of  people  in  llie  liall,  that  hir.  Wise  halted  in  his  speech, 
aiKi  invited  persons  immediately  in  fromt  of  the  speaker  to  take  places  on  the 
platform,  so  as  to  make  room  for  the  Ci’ovrd  beluncl — a movement  which  pro- 
cured your  reporters  seats  in  a more  eligible  location.  3Jr.  Vfise,  resuming 
said  : — ] 

I was  saying  wlien  Intemipled,  that  the  state  of  Virginia  has  every  cle- 
ment of  conmnerce,  of  agTicuilure,  of  mining  and  of  manufacturing.  On 
Chesapeake  hay,  from  tlie  mouth  of  tlur  Rappahannock  to  the  capes  of  the 
Chesapeake,  vou  have.  road.>teads  and  liarboirs  sudicient  to  tloat  the  navic:? 
of  the  world,  rrom  the  river  of  Swans,  on  whose  margin  we  are,  down  to 
the  line  of  North  Carolina,  you  have  the^  Potomme,  the  Rappahannock,  the 
Ponanlratank,  from  klob  jack  bay  to  James  river  and  the  Elizabeth  river — 
all  meeting  in  tlm  mo-t  beautiful  sheet  of  water  of  all  the  seas  of  the  earth. 
You  have  the  bowels  of  your  fVcstern  mountains  rich  in  iron,  in  copper,  in 
eoal,  in  salt,  in  gyp-sum.  and  the  very  earth  is  rich  in  oil  which  makes  the 
very  rivers  intlamc.  You  Irave  the  line  of  the  Alleghany,  that  beautiful 
blue  rhige  wiiich  stand’  placed  there  by  the  Almighty,  not  to  obstruct  the 
way  of  the  people  to  mari.et.  but  placed  titere  in  the  very  bounty  of  Provi- 
dence to  .milk  tiie  clouds,  to  mahe  the  sweet  springs  which  are  the  sources 
of  your  rivers.  [Great  a}inlause.')  And  at  the  head  of  every  stream  is  th.e 
Vaterfall  murmuring  the  very  mu.-ic  of  p’oar  power.-  (.Vpplau-e.)  Arid  yet 
commerce  has  long  ago  .-pread  her  sails  and  sailed  away  from  you;  you 
have  not  as  yet  dug  more  than  coal  enougli  to  warm  yourselves  at  your  own  . 
hearths  ; you  have  set  no  tilt  liammer  of  Vulcan  to  strike  blows  wortliy  of 
gads  in  tho  iron  fmndries.  You  liavo  not  yet  spun  Enore  than  coarse  cotton 
enough,  in  the  way  of  nianufacture,  to  clothe  your  own  slaves.  You  ha^e 
had  no  commerce,  no  miniuT,  no  manufactures.  You  have  relied  alone  on 
the  single  power  of  agriciillure  ; and  such  agricurture  1 (Great  laughter.) 
lour  lethge-patclies  out.'hi.ue  the  sun.  Your  inattention  to  vour  only  source 
of  wealth  has  scarce!  tlie  very  bosom  of  mother  earth.  ('Laughter.)  InrteaJ 
of  luiving  to  feed  cattle  nri  a ihouiand  hills,  you  have  had  to  diasc  the  stump 
■tailed  steer  timough  tlie  ledge-palclie.s  to  procure  a touyli  beef-steak. 
(Laughter.)  And  yet.  while  your  tru.-t  has  been  in  the  hand.s  of  the  old 
negnies  of  tlie  plantation  ; widV  the  rnaster  knows  as  little  as  his  siave 
about  the  science,  applied  science  of  aaricidture,  while  commerce  and 
manufactures,  and  mining,  have  been  hardly  known,  and  agriculture  ha.'S 
been  neg'ected — notwlt’mtanding  ah  tliat,  and  not  withstanding  the  encct  of 
thi.dia.' been  that  you  h'lvo  rni.rtefl  wilh  a.-'  much  popiilati'm  as  you  liave 
retained;  notwith.-tamling  rd!  thi-',  I say,  old  \drirlnia  still  lias  a million  and 
a lialt  oi  pO[)ulation  lelt  witiuu  her  liml's.  She  .'^till  has  her  iron,  her  coal, 
her  gyp-urn,  her  salt,  her  cop-per.  She  still  has  her  harbors  and  liver.g, 
and  her  water  powaw,  and  every  source  of  wealth  v.  liich  thinking  n,cn, 
active  men,  enterprising  i nui.  nerd  rpeply  to. 

What  boa^t  like  that  can  be  made  for  anv  other  state  on  the  earth 
What,  tiien,  is  our  duty  a.s  V'iryiniatis.  as  patriots,  as  men  worthy  of  our 
fathers — wortliy  to  be  the  husbands  of  cur  wives:  What  is  g.nr  duty  ? 
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Come  to  the  polls  and  vote  against  me  and  welcome.  I am, nothing.  Record 
your  votes  niuler  the  Iriduerice  of  any  blind  prejudice  tiiat  }ou  pleaw’. 
Record  your  votes  against  me.  You  strike  down  but  an  bumble  tnan  when, 
you  strike  me  down,  and  tliough  you  strike  down  a man  who  is  too  proud  to 
beg  you  to  vote  for  him,  yet  he  would  kneel  as  a little  diiid  and  implore  you 
to  come  to  the  polls,  to  do  somethiiig  to  put  forth  your  strength  to  raise  up 
this  hlcvssed  old  commonwealth.  (Great  cheering.)  Her  head  is  in  the  dust. 
With  all  this  plentitLide  of  |-)ower,  she  has  been  dwaifed  in  the  Union;'  but 
by  her  gods  I I say  that  she  lias  the  power,  now,  the  energv,  the  resources-- 
may  I say 'the  men?  to  be  put  upon  the  line  of  progress  to  the  eminence  of 
prosperity,  to  pass  New  York  yet  fa-ster  in  the  Union  tli0.u  ever  New  York 
has  passed  her.  (Cheers.)  You  have  been  called  the  Old  Dominion.” 
Let  us  as  Virginians,  1 implore  you,  this  night  resolve  that  a new  era  shall 
clavrn,  and  that  henceforth  she  shall  be  called  the  New  Dominion. 
(Cheerin.r.) 

Give  lier  commerce,  and  .«he  will  have  capital  and  population  ; she  will 
have  agriculture,  mining  and  m.anufacturing ; and  tiien  she  will  waul  hut  one 
thing  more — ^the  enlightenment  of  her  people.  (Cheers.)  She  wants  her 
popular  instruction.  Udo  not  mean  to  recommend  to  you,  or  to  any  peojdm 
wuthin  tine  limits  of  Virginia,  any  little  day  school,  night  scliool,  common 
school,  a b c,  single  rule  of  iliree,  or  Peter  Parley  yankee  system  of  instruc- 
tion. (Laughter.)  I want-Mr.  Jetlerson's  policy,  that  he  originally  recosn- 
mended  to  the  state,  to  be  consummated — an  enlarged  system  of  science, 
'of  literatuie,  of  learning,  to  be  given  to  all  classes  cf  our  ]:»eople,  to  leaven 
the  whole  lump,  (^applause.)  I care  not  how  blue  a Federali.'^t  that  man 
may  be  who  curses  his  red  waistcoat,  but  Thomas  Jetferson  has  three  things 
recorded  lipon  his  tomb — ihaf  lie  wa.s  tlie  wi'iter  of  the  Declaralion  of  the 
Independence  pi  our  country,  the  founderof  the  Univer-ity  of  Virginia,  and 
the  author  of  the  act  of  religious  freedom.  (Cheers.)  For  tliese  t.hree  good 
works  alone,  every  man— Democrat  or  Federalist — may  IniecI,  patiioticallv* 
kneel,  at  Ids  giaye.  Nlhcers. ) The  great  aj>ocde  or  , Democracy  never 
intended  that  the  Univeisity  of  Virginia  .-should  be  like  hlichael  Angelo’s 
dome  in  the  heavens,  without  scalmlding  or  support — never.  He  intended 
that  it  should  be  a dome  over  roof  and  cornice,  and  wal!.^-:  of  colleges  and 
academic  -,  and  of  conirnon  schools  ; tliat  it  should  ba  a dome  indeed,  but  the 
dome  of  a grand  structure  for  the  whole  people.  He  intended  that  the  Uni- 
versity should  superintend  the  college.s,  and  that  there  should  be  a college  for 
every  centre  ; that  the  coliegis  sliouid  superintend  the  academies,  and  that 
there  should  be  an  academy  for  every  centre ; that  the  academies  should 
Euperlutend  tlie  common  schooU,  and  that  there  should  be  a common  school 
far  every  centre.  He  knew  wliat  equality  was.  He  knew  what  Democracy 
was.  He  knew  that  the  republican  in.<tit utions  of  this  land  were  based  upon 
no  other,  no  -urer  foundation  tliari  inteliigeuce  and  virtue.  His  Democracy 
did  not  dr  ug  men.  down  fr-mi  their  elew  tio’i  into  the  mire  : but  lii^s  Demo- 
cracy levelled  upwards.  He  knew  that  if  this  man’s  son  had  all  tluv  means 
of  education,  of  common  school,  of  academy,  of  college  and  of  university,^ 
and. then  migiit  travel  abroad  for  his  learning,  he  could  net  be  the  equal 
the  son  cf  the  father  who  had  to  work  for  his  daily  food.  He  knew  that  i: 
it  was  inhuman  for  the  parent  to  starve  the  body  of  a child,  it  was  inudi 
more  inhuman  to  starve  the  mind  of  a clfiid.  (Cheers.)  He  knew  tiiat  it 
you  could  atlbrd  to  ra  'C  taxes  for  alms-hon.-^es  and  pauper-houses,  to  teed 
the  bodie.s  of  the  pool,  it  was  much  more  the  duty  of  the  state  mother  to 
1'  irnisti  rnetital  food  to  her  children.  His  Democracy  wa.'^  like  the  principle  of 
Ciiristian  charily — like  the  great  virtue  of  Cdhrislian  charity — it  elevated  men 
to  the  higliest  platform  of  eh- va+ion-— hi;rh  as  king’s  heaiU  ; made  them  sov- 
ereigns indeed,  to  stand  equal  foot,  equal  head,  uiicontradicted,  except  bytiie 
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laws  of  God— with  equal  opportunities  for  all.  It  reached  down,  to  raise 
jnen  up  to  the  common  level  of  the  Jiiplicst.  ITe  knew  that  property — ]>ro- 
perty  which  must  be  taxed  for  instruction — had  no  other  nuiniment,  no  oilter 
defence,  no  other  safe  reliance  for  its  p»rotection,  hut  intcljigerice  among  the 
people.  (A}>j)lause.)  Is  there  a rich  man,  then,  in  this  assembly  that  loves 
a dollar  better  than  the  intelligence  of  the  people  ? Is  there  any  cld  baclie- 
Icr  amouic  vou,  who  has  no  child  of  his  own,  who  is  too  mean  to  support 
some  poor  man’s  daughter  as  his  wife,  or  to  be  rich  in  having  some  rich 
iTTan’s  dau2;hiter  to  support  him  r (Laughter.)  Is  there  a man  in  the  state 
who  ha^  alieadv  educated  his  sons,  who  is  now  unwilling  to  be  taxed  in  order 
that  his  poor  neighbor’s  children  may  be  educated — educated  not  only  in  the 
common  school,  but  in  the  ocadeiny,  the  college,  the  university  ? - If  there 
be,  let  him  remember  that  before  he  dies  ids  title  to  his  property  may  have 
to  be  tried  by  a juiy  to  say  whether  that  property  be  his  own  or  not, 
and  if  God  shall  let  liim  live  till  he  dies  (laughter,)  and  he  caui,,heep  what 
property  he  has,  let  him  rcmeniber  tliat  there  is  such  a thing  as  what  law- 
yers call  dtvimbit  vd  non.  tliat  a jury  may  have  to  decide  whelljer  or  not  he 
had  sense  enough  to  make  Ills  will  wlien  lie  died.  An  ad  vclorern'tax  upon 
propertv  is  the  appropriate  tax  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  peo- 
ple. Property  owes  its  defence  td  tlie  virtue  aiuk  inteillgence  of  the  people, 
and  property  ou<zht,  therefore,  to  be  taxed  for  the  education  of  the  people. 
j^Cheers.)  IVc  want  one  school  for  this  state  that  will  revive  our  agriculture. 
We  want  a school  like  the  I'dechlin  Institute  of  Prussia — an  institute  of  ap- 
plied sentence — an  institute  not  to  teach  political  economy  and  send  young 
gentlemen  to  the  legislature  before  they  have  hardly  picked  in  their  tuition : 
but  an  institute  that  w'iil  teach  tliern  domestic  ecomomy,  the  proper  relation 
between  lioating  and  fixed  capital  at  home — how  much  money  a man  must 
have  to  buy — how  much,  land,  hi)w  much  stock,  and  how  many  impliments 
he  must  liave  ; an  institute  that  will  teach  the  physiolotry  of  animals  and 
plants;  an  institute  that  will  teach  r.r.,tural  philosophy  and  the  diseases  of  an- 
imals and  plants.  Then,  gentlemen,  the  father  who  has  s[)ent  Ids  life  in 
acquiring  real  ertate,  in  spreading  out  his  broad  acres,  in  adding  familv  to 
family  of  slaves,  may  die  with  a gon  instructed  how  to  manage  The  estate. 
You  will  then  have,  or  it  w ill  \ our  Oiiportiinity  to  have,  the  same  privilege 
that  the  German  baron  ha<,  of  sending  your  son  for  his  two,  or  three,  or 
four,  or  uve  \ ears’  apprenticeAup  to  an  institute  of  that  kind  that  will  teach 
him.  agricultural  cherTiistry  and  every  other  science  necessary  to  enable  him 
to  manage  an  e'tate  of  lamL  and  m‘groes.  The  present  conditicn  of  things 
has  existed  too  long  in  A'iiginia.  Tim  landlord  has  skinned  tlie  tenant,  and 
the  tenant  has  ekirtned  the  lam.i,  imti*  all  have  grown  poor  togetlier.  (Laiigh- 
te?-.)  I have  heard  a story — [ will  not  locate  it  here  or  there — oheut  the 
condition  of  the  prosperity  of  our  agriculture.  I was  told  by  a o-entieman  in 
"Washington,  not  long  ago,  that  he  was  travei'drig  in  a county  not  a hundred 
miles  from  tins  place,  and  o^erto.de  one  of  our  citizens  on  iiorsrback,  with 
perhaps  a bag  of  h.ay  for  a sadole,  wdtliout  stirriq-A,  -ind  the  leading  line  for 
a bridle;  and  he  said,  ‘‘ Stranger,  whose  house  is  that.'”  “It  is  mine,”  wa.s 
the  reply.  They  came  to  anoth'm.  “ IVliOse  house  is  that?”  “'iMine,  ton, 
stranger.”  To  a third  : “ And  whose  Ivnisc  is  that?”  “ That’s  mine,  too, 

stranger;  br.t  don’t  suppose  tlnii  1 am  .^o  darned  poor  as  to  own  all  the  land 
a’^out  here.”  (T.aughter.)  IVe  may  own  land,  we  may  own  slaves,  vre  may 
own  road'tead<  ami  mines,  wo  nmy  liave  all  tlic  elements  of  Wealth,  huit  un- 
less we  a[)p! V inteili;r<'nce.  unless  we  a'lorU;  a thorough  system  of  in-Miuc; >on, 
it  I.s  utterly  iru()0>siijle  tiuit  we  can  <!cvelop  as  we  ought  to  develoi),  and  as 
Virginia  Is  [)repared  now  to  do,  and  to  lake  tl\c  line  of  march  towards  the 
very  eminence  of  [)ro."peri(y.  She  is  in  the  anomalous  condition  of  an  old 
state  tliat  has. ail  the  capacitie.s  of  a new  one — of  a new  state  that  has 
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all  the  capacities  of  an  old;  one.  Unite  with  me,  then,'  I implore  yon  ; 
unite  with  each  other;  let  us  as  Virs'inians  resolve  that  tliere  shall  be  a 
Ion"  pull,  a stron"  pull,  and  a pull  altogether,  without  distinction  of  partv, 
without  prejudice  of  party — that  there  shall  be  a united  brotherhoorl  of 
Vir^^iniaris  to  rear  the  head  of  the  old  mother  common  wealth  out  of  the  dust, 
(Cheers.)  If  1 am  elected  governor  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  it  shall  be  mv 
devotion,  my  earnest  endeavor,  in  season  and  out  of  season  to  promote  her 
pubhc  credit,  her  internal  improvements,  her  commerce,  her  agriculture,  her 
mining  and  manufacturing,  and  hei-  popular  instruction. 

Well,  now,  gentlemen,  is  not  that  enough  ! Are  these  topics  not  sufheient 
for  an  election  for  chief  magistrate  for  the  state  of  Virginia?  Is  tliere  anv- 
thing  else  worth  considering?  'l^Vith  conscientious,  with 'considerate  men— 
with  men  determined  to  cast  aside  minor  thingy  mere  prejudices,  whetlmr 
personal  or  political — is  there  not  enough  in  these  six  cardinal  points  to  guide 
-your  votes  and  to  govern  this  election  ? What  more  do  you  want  ? Wliv, 
you  are  in  the  habit  of  di-ciissing  federal  politics;  and  permit  me  to  s;iv  to 
you,  very  honestly  and  very  openly,  that  next  to  brandy,  next  to  card-piav- 
ing,  next  to  horse-racing,  the  thing  that  has  done  Virginia  more  harm  th.am 
any  other  in  the  course  of  her  past  history,  has  been  her  insatiable  appetite 
for  federal  politics.  (Cheers  and  laughter.)  She  has  given  alt  her  great 
men  to  the  Union.  Her  Washington,,  her  JetFerson,  her  IMadisvon,  her  iMar- 
shall,  her  galaxy  of  great  men,  she  has  given  to  the  Union.  When  and. 
where  have  her  best  sons  been  at  v.mrk,  devoting  their  best  energies  to  her 
service  at  home  ? Richmond,  instead  of  atfendin.g  to  Richmond’s  bn-incss, 
has  been  too  much  in  the  habit  of  attending  to  the  affairs  of  'Washliigton 
city,  when  tliere  ere  plenty  there,  God  knovrs,  to  attend  to  them  themsfdves. 
(Laughter.)  If  yoi.<  want  my  o>>inions  upon  federal  politics,  though,.  I 
not  skulk  them.  The  most  prominent  subject  is  that  of  the  foix'ign  war.  It 
is  said  that  this  administration  is  a ‘‘do  nothing  admini-'tration.’'’  Toils 
honor  I can  claim  of  every  fair-minded  man  of  you — to  its  honor  I can  ctaiin 
that  it  is  at  least  preserving  our  neutrality  in  the  foreign  war,  (Loud  aiid 
proio.uged  cheers.)  I concur  with  them  in  that  policy,  and  here  let  me  say, 
that,  so  far  a.s  I am  concerned,  my  sentiments  are  utterly  opposed  to  any 
falibustering  in  any  part  of  the  world.  (Cheers.) 

Then  you  have  the  qne'^Hon  of  the  public  lands.  We  are  told,  now-a-dnv-^, 
that  all  the  old  issues  are  dead.  It  is  net  so.  If  there  has  been  on?;;  n'hng 
next  to  the  Constitution  of  tie  United  States  more  than  anoflmr  amorig  ^'ur 
institutions  which  has  been  grand,  and  great,  and  good,  it  has  been  the  ry.  '- 
Tation  of  the  great  land  ordinance  of  17S7.  It  came,  like  most  of  tl;e 
iutiens  of  iforth  Amierica.  bv  inspiration  from  Heaven.  There  is  no  j'.roto- 
type  of  the  land  system  of  the  United  States  in  ancient  or  modern  Smes. 
There  ia  nothing  like  it  in  the  feudal  system.  I'here  is  nothing  like  it  in  any 
of  the  examples  of  mo'lern  Uurone.  Its  very  beaihy  is  its  simpliritv.  f \ a 
eminent  domain  ; a virgin  soil,  richer  tnan  any  that  God’s  sun  ever  slmim 
upon,  or  heaven’s  dews  ever  watered;  tlie  simple  system  of  sc'ctioning  the 
public  lands  by  north  o.nd  south,  cant  and  west  lines,  mid-hng  them  the  home.; 
of  tlie  brave  and  of  the  tree,  clear  of  all  liti,'.:ation — .selling  them  at  tiie  iow^’r-t 
price,  at  a minirninu  that  is  wiihin  tim  reacii  of  the  poorest  man.  and  g^secr.- 
ati;rg  the  price  before  e:-;posed  to  sale  at  the  ’rnEiiminn  bv  an  infuite-mirl 
graduation — those  win'  liave  been  denouncing  the  graflnafion  of  the  nid  in' 
lands  ouglit  to  remernl  or  that  tiiere  fiev’'"  has  been  a time  v.  hen  tlie  iv.'vu  m 
the  public  lands  wo.s  n.d  gradnmdod  ; that  Ihe^'  havi.'  ever  been  c. 'sir i ilr.-t 
la  puGic  .'-de  before  have  been  exposed  for  .sole  for  the  miniiunm  [.rice 
of  a dollar  and  a CjUarter.  You  ita;l  an  eminent  dom.ain.  wbirli  was  a .sacred, 
tru.st.  for  tiie  conH.v^n  u.se  and  benefit  of  all  the  slate-"  of  tiie  1.  nion.  You 
had  that  eminent  domain  under  your  own  care,  to  which  trie  poorest  marp 
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the  forlornest  man  of  the  east,  might  go  for  a home  in  the  west.  You  had 
room  there  for  the  frontiernran,  I'or  the  actual  settier,  armed  with  the  simple 
. implement  of  the  logwood  axe  to  hew  out  unto  himself  a home  for  settle- 
ment, to  strike  the  llgfit  of  the  log  cabin,  and  to  invite  the  ojjpressed  of 
every  land  to  our  land  for  an  asylum,  with  a soil  lich  enoitgdi  to  grow  a vine 
luxuriant  enoucfti  to  shade  him  and  his  dwelling  ail  ovhr.  where  there  were 
none  to  Uiake  him  afraid.  (Ci)eers.)  if  you  ahk  me  for  my  opinion  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  lands,  I w ill  tell  you  that  first  and  foremost,  next,  at  least 
to  preserving  the  sacred  trust  as  a source  of  revenue  to  ease  taxation  by 
customs,  I would  protect,  by  all  the  protective  ])olicy  in  my  power,  the  actual 
settlers  upon  our  public  lands.  (Cries  of  go<xl,  good.'’’)  • ' 

1 have  been  in  the  west;  I have  seen  the  frontiersman ; 1 have  broken  his 
bread;  I iiave  drank  of  his  cup;  I know  his  enterprise;  I know  his  man- 
hood; I know  his  privations  ; 1 know  his  courage;  I know  his  endurance; 
and  1 know  that  he  is  the  best  of  tlie  right  arm  of  the  povrer  of  his 
country.  (Cheers.)  I know  that  wdth  his  logwood  axe  alone,  he  has  laid 
the  empires  of  no  less  than  seventeen  sovereignties  in  our  confede- 
racy. I would  protect  him,  while  at  the  same  time  I would  conserve 
the"  eminent  domain  of  this  country,  as  a source  of  revenue  to  be  held  as 
legislation  of  Congress,  i would  prevent  the  public  lands  from  being 
sacred  as  the  revenue  by  customs.  I 'would  protect  it  from  the  partial 
the  prey  and  tlie  riiunder  of  politicians.  I would  protect  them  from  land- 
jobbers  and  politicians.  I would  prevent  them  from  becoming  a source  of 
corruption  to  Congress,  thereby  destroying  our  state  rights  and  our  state 
sovereignty.  (Loud  cheers.)  1 w’ould  protect  them  from  the  electioneering  of 
parties;  and  anv  bill  that  has  these  ends  in  view  has  my  concurrence.  The 
iTxwident  of  the  United  Sl’ites  tells  us  that  23,000,000  of  acres  of  rlie  pub- 
lic lands  have  been  dispo.'-ed.  of  during  the  past  year,  and  that  only  7,000,000 
have  been  sold.  Tons,  without  law,  while  7,000,000  have  been  sold,  16,- 
000,009  have  been  given  away;  and  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  without 
changing  the  minimum,  has  been  reduced  and  graduated  with  a vengeance. 

• As  to  the  subject  of  interna!  iniprovements  that,  too,  is  alive  and  kicking. 
That  part  of  - the  Auierican  system  ” is  not  a dead  issue.  Congress  has  been 
passing  harbor  arid  river  bills.  It  is  a part  of  the  system  of  the  light-houses 
of  the  skies  of  182''^.  It  is  a pert  of  tlie  American  system,”  and  1 thank 
God  that  not  only  lias  there  been  a Hickory  and  a Tyler,  but  that  now  there 
is  found  a Fierce  to  thunder  his  veto  against  such  measures.  (Great  cheer- 
ing.) 

Vou  are  told  that  the  tarltf  is  a dead  Issue.  That,  too,  is  alive.  Such  are 
tiiC  energies  a.ul  resources  of  this  country,  tliat  we  have  paid  the  debt  of 
tlia  w'ar  of  the  Revolution,  we  have  paid  the  debt  of  the  second  war  ol'  In- 
dc[)cndencc,  and  we  iiave  paid  tlie  debt  of  the  war  with  Mexico;  and  now' 
is  a propo-ition  for  a reducrion  of  the  revenue.  A question  ari^e?, 
siiail  tiiat  reduction  be  made  u[>on  the  protected  or  iiic  improtectcd  chi.-s  of  ar- 
ticles? On  that  subject,  I staud  where  I iiave  ever  stood — a free  trade  man. 
(Loud  cheer-.) 

But,  gentienjcn,  I am  hurrying  over  all  these  topics  to  get  at  one  whi<:h  is 
the  subject  of  lire  da}' — the  fita!  subject  of  di-cussion.  T mea!i  the  inter- 
state relations  of  tins  Union  on  thi‘  subject  of  slavery.  I have  had  a very 

severe  training  in  coillsio  i with  the  acutest,  the  a.'tutc.st,  thi*  archest,  enemy 
of  Southern  -iavery  that  ever  exi-ted.  I mean  the  '‘Ob!  Men  Lloquent,” 
John  Quincy  Adams.  1 mu-t  l;ave  been  a dull  boy  indeal  if  1 had  not 
lea,  ned  my  ic.s.soas  tiiorouglily  on  that  .subject.  Ami  let  me  tell  you  that,' 
ag-iin  and  again,  I had  reason  to  know  and  to  feel  the  wl.-dom  and  the  saga- 
ciiv  of  that  departed  man.  Again  and  again,  in  the  lobby,  on  the  iloor,  he 
told  me,  told  me  vauntingly,  that  the  pulpit  would  preach,  and  the  school  would 
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teach,  and  the  press  would  amou^  the  pfjople  who  had  no  fie  and  no 

association  with  shivery,  until,  would  not  only  be  reached  the  slave  Inule 
between  the  states,  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  slavery  in  tlie 
District,  slavery,  m the  territories,  but  slavery  in  the  states.  xVyain  and 
oyain,  he  said  that  he  would  not  abolish  slavery  in  tiie  District  of  Columbia 
if  he  could  : for  he  would  retain  it  a's  a bone  of  contention,  a fulcrum  of  tliC 
lever  for  agitation,  ayitatioti,  agitation,  until  slavery  in  the  states  was  shaken 
from  its  ba^r‘.  And  his  prophesies  have  been  fulfilled — fubilled  far  faster, 
and  more  fearfi.dly,  certaiidy,  than " ever  fie  anticipated  before  he  tlied. 
V/heu  1 bdt  the  llou^-e  of  Representatives  at  tliat  capitol,  ten  years  ayo,  had 
I said  to  klr.  Adams,  “ .Sir,  to  me  it  seems  that  the  Congress  of  the  tuiifed 
Slates  can  carve  out  a piece  of  slavery  territory  and  mvake  it  free  soil,”  he 
would  have  said,  “ No,  sir:  Congress  will  not  dare  to  attempt  such  a thine: ; 
it  would  be  a casus  belli  if  they  did.”  And  yet.  have  you  not  seen  that 
Congress  has  carved  out,  in  round  numbers,  44,000  square  miles  frern  tim 
slave  state  of  Texas?  Have  you  not  seen  a brigadier  general  (Riley)  of  the 
United  States  army,  with  his  epaulettes  on  his  slioulders,  cocked  hat  ur-mi 
his  head,  and  sword  at  his  side,  in  full  panoply  of  uniform,  acting  as  a briga- 
dier genpral  of  tlie  standing  army  of  the  United  States,  go  irRo  the  terriiDry 
of  California,  and  there,  with  the  right  arm  and  tlie  left  arm  of  executive 
-power — the  army  and  na\yy — at  his  command  ; have  you  not  seen  him,  I 
say,  under  the  pretext  that  the  army  and  navy  cordd  not  protect  persons  and 
property,'  proclaim  from  the  camp  a territorial  Legislature,  a territo;-i,il 
judiciary,  from  frihunales  s-nperiores  down  to  the  alcade ! Have  you  not  seen 
him  constitute  himself  chief  executive — territorial  executive?  How  dared 
a brigadier  general  of  the  U^nited  State.s  standing  army  thus  to  assume  ilie 
power  of  usurping  territoriad  government  .t  Had  he  been  court  martiaied  lie 
would  have  produced  his  order  from  a Delavrare  sec’-etary  of  M'atc  i?vlr. 
Clayton)  and  he  woulrf  have  replied  that  the  salus popull — the  safety  of  the 
people — required  this  territorial  usurpation  by  a brigadier  general  of  the 
United  States  army.  Ufeli,  if  it  did  require  the  civil  power — as  well  as  the 
army  and  navy — why,  tlie  plea  of  necessity  was  met.  There  was  the' 
Legislature,  there  was  the  judiciary,  there  was  the  civil  executive,  as  well 
as  the  brigadier  general,  who  had  at  his  command  the  navy  and  the  army 
that  was  there.  How  dared  he  then,  to  go  further,  after  tlm  plea  of  necc'- 
sity  was  suiTiciently  met,  and  after  the  safety  of  the  people  was  secured  r 
How  dared  he  go  forth  and  proclaim  the  time,  place  and  manner  of  hold  i-g 
elections?  Elections  for  what?  Eiec.tions  for  a Convention.  Convendoi;, 
for  what:  To  form  a constitution.  A constitution,  for  what?  To  cm  ■ -i 

state — a sovereignty.  Yes,  by  proclamation  from  the  camp  of  tlie  brig:iui;m 
general  of  the  standing  army  of  the  Llnitcd  States,  elective  fraticlfme  was 
created.  He  gave  k to  Chilean,  to  Chinese,  to  Patagonian,  to  Pemviaii,  ami — 
last,  though  not  least — to  a Georgia  representative  in  Congress  (Thomas  iJiit- 
ier  King.)  And  after  creating  sufVage  to  create  a convention — the  highe-t 
act  of  the  people — convention  to  create  a constitution,  constitution  to  ermre 
a state,  a sovereign  state — the  highest  act  of  creation  that  can  be  performc-.l 
' by  human  power — an  act  next  only  to  those  of  Deit}' — no  higher  act  can  tiie 
people  themselves  exert — he  inducted  California  n free  soil  state  into  the 
Union.  Thus  free  soilism  has  been  proclaimed  from  the  camp  of  the  sta’ d- 
ing  army.  And  what  has  been  the  result?  '‘Acquiesce”  was  the  worn  : 
“ acquiesce.”  They  have  tnuled  on  the  pious  attach, inent  of  tlie  pcnp'e  oi 
the  United  States  to  that  palladium  of  liberty,  t!m  Union  of  tim  'lak-. 
They  liave  traded  upon  the  fooling  of  alarm'  for  the  Union  winch  was  ru-vm 
in  danger — never,  never.  They  made  “acquiesce”  the  pa^s-word  tor  the 
people.  -\nd  what  did  we  get  in  return  ? "IVe  got  a free  soil  law.  nori.dv  e 
Lcheers.)  ‘We  got  the  grant  of  the  constitution  itself — tlic  glorious  privilege 
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of  catchino:  ninawny  ni'r,s;ers, ' For  that,  for  that  we  have  submitted  to  44,000 
square  mile's  of  slave  state  territory  bein^  taken  and  converted  into  free  l-oU 
terriloi-y.  For  that  vre  have  acquiesced  in  the  proc.larnation  of  free  soil 
California  from  the  camp  of  the  standine;  army  of  the  Ihiited  States,  "without 
r.uthoriiv  of  Cot,gre.'S.  A}  e,  but  they  leli  mo  it  was  all  sanctioned  by  the 
people.  The  people!  d’he  word  people  has  two  significations.  It  is  either 
a mere  agyrea*ace  of  human  beings;  or  it  is  an  organized  aggregate  of  human 
beings.  Nothing  short  of  an  organized  aggregate  of  human  beings  in  Cali- 
fornia could  ever  have  sanctioned  this  usurpation;  there  was  no  organized 
aggregate  of  human  beings,  ei'her'to  |)ermit  the  usurpation  or  to  sahctiori  the 
inurpation.  But  we  got  the  fugitive  slave  act.  But  how  execute  it?  Can  we 
execute  it?  A master  from  tlie  state  of  ^Maryland,  directly'after  the  act  vras 
passed,  v/ent  to  Pennsylvania  to  recover  liis  propei’ty ; he  was  murdered ; 
and  judge  and  jury  couhi  not  be  found  to  execute  the  iav;,  to  render  a vercict 
or  pass  judgment  upon  the  crime  of  murder  itself,  in  that  case.  At  last  a 
Virginia  master,  from  this  town,  I believe,  went  to  Boston  to  have  the  law 
executed,  and  to  execute  it  the  marshal  had  to  call  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States — and  thank  God,  tiiere  was  a Democratic  New*  Hampsliire 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  wxis  ready  to  obey  the  call.  (Cheers.) 
The  army  and  navy  were  ordered  to  protect  the  marshal  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty.  He  aid  perform  his  duty,  at  an  expense  of  $13,000  to  the  city 
of  Boston,  and  of  more  than  $100,000  to  the  government  and  to  Individuals; 
and  the  captive  was  brought  back  by  reclamation  to  Virginia.  And  what 
Las  been  the  conseqii^jnce  ? Now'  we  come  to  the  dragon's  teeth,  IMr. 
A-daras’  prediction  has  been  fulfilled.  The  preachers  have  begun.  The 
tlii'ce  thou.'-and  })reachers  of  Christian  politics  opened  their  battery  from  tlse 
])ress.  1 have  here  a specimen  of  one  of  tlicir  sermons,  which  I beg  leave 
to  read  to  you.  I hold  in  my  hand  a discourse  called  “The  Kendition  of 
Antony  Burns,  its  causes  and  consequences  ; a discourse  on  Christian  politics, 
delivei-vcd  in  IVilliarns’  Hall,  Boston,  IVhitsunday,  June  4.  lS.o4.’'-— I beg 
3'ou,  gentlemen,  to  rcmem.ber  that  date — 4lh  of  June,  1S54 — because  some 
prophecie.s  are  made  in  that  serinon  which  are  vrontlcrfui  prophecies,  if  this 
ju'oacher  did  not  know  sometlfing — diaughter; — “by  James  Freepian  Claike, 
imm.-?ter  of  the  church  of  the  Di-sciples,"  published  by  request— -second 
edidon  ot  two  tboU'and — printed  at  Bc"-ton.  It  commences  with  introductory 
'services.  There  ir; — fr^-i  the  reading  the  psalms — ^laughter} — second,  a 
hymn;  third,  selections  from  the  prophets  ; fourth,  prayer ; fifth,  reading  of 
Feripture — selections  from  the  lamentations  of  Jeremiah — (great  laughter) — 
sixth,  a hymn . d 

“Men,  whose  boa.st  it  is  that  ye  . ' - 

Coiiiti  froui  fathers  brave  anh  free — 

If  there  breathes  on  earth  a slave, 

^ Are  ye  truly  free  and  brave  ? 

They  are  .slaves  who  dare  not  speak 
I'or  the  i'allen  and  the  weak. 

They  are  slaves  vvlio  will  not  ciioose,  ’ 

Hatred,  scoiung  and  abuse, 

Bather  tlsan  in  silence  shrink  , * 

i''rom  the  truth  they  needs  must  think — 

Tiiey  are  slaves  w!io  vlaro  r.ot  be 

hi  the  riglit  with  two  or  Inree.-’’  (Great  laughter.) 

These  are  cahilistic  terms,  gentlemen, — “ Tw'O  or  threeJ'  Then  comes 
seventhly,  the  sermon  : — 

Is  this  the  city,  w'hich  men  call  the  perfection  of  beauty*,  the  joy  of  the 
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whole  earth  ? Her  gates  are  sunk  into  the  ground.  He  hath  destroyed  and 
broke  her  bars.  Her  kings  and  princes  are  ainong  Gentiles.  The  lav. 
is  no  more.  Her  projdnets  also  find  no  vision  from  the  Lord.” 

That  is  the  text.  The  preacher  says  : 

I liave  invited  you  here  this  moraifig  to  meditate  on  the  facts  of  the 
week — the  phenomenon  which  has  occurred  in  t!ie  streets  of  Loston.  The 
slave  power  which  has  trlumpdred  in  Congress  over  the  rights  of  th.e  nordi, 
which  has  violated  sacred  comprdcts,  and  broken  contracts,  has  come  north 

to  Ijoston,  taken  possession  of  the  court-house,  so  as  to  govern  our  whole 
police  force,  our  whole  military  force,  and  suspend  and  interrupt  the  bu^iness 
of  our  citiz'.ens,  until  its  demands  can  be  satisfied.  The  slave 

power  drove  the  Indians  out  of  Georgia,  brings  on  a Florida  W'ar,  and,  at  last 
grown  bolder,  proposes  to  annex  Texas  as  a slave  state,  and  after  a struggle 
carries  the  main  feature  of  that  transaction.  It  was  done  avowedly  to  pre- 
vent tim  abolition  of  slavery  and  to  strengthen  tlie  slave  power.  Hof.  uiily 
was  this  purpose  declared  in  Congress  by  hir.  Henry  A,  Vv'i.se  and  others, 
but  also  by  kir.  Calhoun,  Secretary  of  State,  in  diplomatic  correspondence 
with  AH.  'Pakenharn,  the  British  kiinister.  ^ * A blind  adhercticc  to 

party  is  another  cause  of  our  prer^ent  position.  The  mere  names  of  Vfhig, 
Democrat,  or  Free  Soiier  are  novr  worth  nothing.” 

Do  you  not  bear  some  talk  like  that  now  ? 

'•We  must  have  men  to  vote  for — upright,  downright  and  outspoken.  In 
that  is  your  last  hope — your  only  security.”. 

Again — 

■‘•'The  sibyl,  each  time  we  reject  her  oiTer,  demands  a higher  price.  What 
she  would  have  done  in  1S.50  she  v/ill  not  do  now.  What  she  wiii  do  now 
she  will  not  do  five  years  hence.  The  country  is  at  last  awakim.:- 

The  great  west  is  awaking.  Ohio  is  wdieeiing  into  line,  and  will  be  perliaps 
the  leader  in  the  coming  struggle.” 

"What  coHiing  struggle  ? How  did  this  preacher  know  that  Ohio  was 
wheeling  into  line  as  early  as  the  4th  of  June,  lS54.y 

Again — 

'■  Xorthern  enthusiasm,  when  fully  aroused,  has  always  been  more  tlian  a 
matcli  for  southern  organization — northern  conscience.” 

Oli ! gods!  (^Great  laughter.)  No:  them  conscience  ! Take  a sliark  skin, 
and  let  it  dry  to  siiagreen — skin  the  rhinoceras — go  tlien  and  get  the  silver 
steel  and  grind  it,  and  when  3’oo  have  ground  it.  then  take  the  hone  rmdi 
whet  it  till  it  would  split  a hair,  and  with  it  prick  the  shagreen  or  the 
shark  skin,  and  then  go  and  try  it  on  northeni  consciences.  (Cheer.-  and 
laughter.''} 

“ Northern  conscience,  slow  but  stubborn,  more  than  a match  for  soutiioni 
impetuosity!  So  ma}'  it  be  still.  If  right  is  very  apt  to  be  overthrown  at 
i'irit,  it  is  sure  of  victory  in  the  end — 

Carelo.s3  soeins  the  great  avenger, 

Hi.story‘s  pages  but  record, 

One  death  strngvle  in  the  darkness, 

’T\vixt  oM  systems  and  the  “vsord;” 

Truth  I’omver  or  :he  scaiibid, 

^V'ro ng  forever  or  the  throne, 

Yet  that  scaiiold  sway.s  a future, 

And  behini.l  the  dim  unknown 
Standeth  God  witihu  the  sliadow, 

Keeping  watci.  above  his  own.” 

And  this  is  th.e  firist  time  that  tills  preacher  of  Christian  poliu’cs  lias  na.'ried 
God  In  the  whole  sermon  : — 

“ Mav  to-day,  he  continues,  be  a Pentecost  to  the  cau.<e  of  luimanit\*;  to- 
day may  the  servants  of  Christ  be  every  where  ;::peaking  with  one  tongue, 
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as-the  Spirit  gives  thorn  utterance.  ]\Iay  all  our  devotions  and  aspirations 
be — 

7'his  is  fusion. 

“That  all  true  lovers  of  liberty — vljcther  they  call  themselves  "Whig, 
Dciiiocrat,  Tree  Soiler  or  Abolitionist — be  united  in  one  calm  and  hop.e-t 
purpose,  that  once  again  all  may  bo  of  one  speech  and,  one  tongue.  We 
mu.-'t  be  united  ; we  must  sacrifice  everything  to  unite  in  one  great  northern 
party  all  the  friends  of  freedom  and  humanity.  Let  us  forget  the  past,  and 
gladly  receive  help  fronii  all.  Let  us  re[a‘oach  none,  because  those  v.’ho  ceme 
in  at  the  eleventh  hour — wlioevor  j'enent-and  do  deeds  meet  to  reperitarice, 
even  if  he  has  been,  a servant  of  kidnap})crs,  a LTnited  States  Commissioner 
or  IVlarshal,  t.he  editor  of  a sham  Democratic  paper,  or  worse  than  all,  a lower 
law  Doctor  of  Divinity.  .IVfioevcr  v/ili  repent  let  him  be  welcome.  Let  us 
be  calm.'" 

And  “'calm,''  there,  means  not  only  composed  but  silent  and  secret. 

“ Let  us  put  the  calmest,  coolest  man  in  front  to  lead  us ; let  the  most 
cautious  advise  and  tell  us  what  to  do;  let  those  of  us  who  for  years  have 
been  speaking,  now  listen  for  words  from  tho^^e  whose  turn  has  come  to  speak. 
The  arui-s!avorv  platform  weienmes  it-^  new  orators  from  State  street  and 
Long  wharf.  .Let  us  not  by  any  ra'.  hnc.vs  lose  the  opportunity  of  uniting  all 
rneu.  As  recrards  tiie  southern  threat  of  di.ssolving  the  Union,  that  has  now 
lost  its  terror.  If  we  ha  ) fii.'-regardcd  it  ton  3’ears  ago  we  should  not  have  been 
in  such  danger  of  dis.'^olutioii  of  the  Union  as  we  are  to-day.  The  majoi  ity 
of  the  north  to-day  have  no  objection  to  a dis.^-clution  of  the  Union.  In  this 
community,  where  one  man  was  oppo.sed  to  the  L'nion  a week  ago,  a hundred 
men  arc  opposed  to  it  to-dav.  The  danger  of  dissolution  of  tlie  Union  now 
is  from  the  north,  not  Lorn  the  south,  if  some  effective  mea'^ures  arc  not 
taken  to  prevent;  t!ie  rendiuon  of  another  fugitive  from  the  northern  states. 

e can  all  determine  to  support  no  man  hereafter  for  any  public  office  in 
the  federal  or  state  governments  wd:o  is  not  openly  pledged  to  live  things  ; 
fir.n,  the  abolition  of  the  ohno.xious  clause  of  the  Nebraska  bill;  second,  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury  for  fugitives;  third,  the  exclusion  of  slavery  from  the 
territory;  fourth,  tlie  admission  of  no  more  slave  states;  fifth,  the  abolition 
of  the  Union,  if  these  thing'^  cannot  be  obtained.’' 

_ Tliat  i.s  what  they  call  “ Chri.-tian  politics”  in  Boston.  (Laughter.) 

"Wi.at  i.s  the  re.sult  of  such  preaching,  such  teaching,  such  printing  ? 
What  has  been  the  result  of  the  pulpit,  the  school-houses  and  the  pres'<  at 
the  north  upon  this  su'oject  ? Ccntie.men,  but  a short  time  back,  New  Eng- 
land— 'J\Iassachus.etts  especially — had  but  one  ism  within  her  limits,  and 
that  was  Puritani.'-m.  tfie  religion  of  the  good  old  Covenanters  and  Congre- 
gationaii'-ts — Puritanism,  full  of  vitality,  full  of  spirituality — Puritani>m. 
tliat  made  even  the  barren  rock  Ijaf  Plymouth  to  fructify,  that  made 
the  New  Englanders  a strong  pc-ople,  tirat  made  them  a rich  people,  that 
mahe  them  a learned  pjeople.  But  since  ...they  iiave.  w axed  fat,  since  they 
'have  bfgun  to  build  churches  by  lottery,  begun  to' moralize  mankind  by 
legislation,  begun  to  plav  petty  providences  for  the  people,  begun  to  be 
Protestant  Popes  over  the  consclcmces  of  men,  begun  to  preach  “ Chrl-tlan 
politics,”  siicfi  as  you  have  heard,  Puritanism  has  disappeared,  and  we  have 
in  j>!ace  of  it'Unitarianism.  Uni'versuli.an.  Fourierism,  iMillerism,  Mormonism 
• — all  the  odds  and  ends  of  Lm,- — imtil  at  last  you  h.avc  a grand  fu.-ion  of 
all  tho-e  odds  and  ends  of  i.sm.s  in  the  oraninm,  gathcrifm  of  i-ms,  called 
Knn\v-Noi hingi'^rn.  (f'heou-s,  langlit(T,  and  hisses.)  What  is  it  ? Now  1 
wi'h  not  to  oifend  any  man  in.  tliis  a>scmbly,  because?  T wouid  fain  believe 
of  our  Virginians  who  are  uniting  tiuunsclves  with  this  association,  ihat 
their  [notives  and  their  acts  are  as  innocent  as  mine.  I woidc!  fain  helie\o 
tiiat  no  man  in  the  state  of  Virginia  means  more  than  simply  some  political 
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end  bv  uniting  himself  'with-this  association,  and  to  such  men— consrien- 
tious,  {(iinkin'Z  men,  v/ho  mean  no  more  than  to  pick  up  a stick  with  which 
to  brni-e  the  head  of  democracy — I will  only  say,  bt'ware  ! my  Iriemis  ; 
YOU  may  be  picking  up  a serpent  that  will  sting  you  as  deadly  as  it  will 
deiviocvdcy.  i^Cheers  and  stamping  of  feet.)  T assail  no- motives  licref 
You  may  be,  accorditig  to  that  passage  of  Scripture  wdiicli , we  sometimes 
read — that  11th  ver:-e  of  the  lotii  cha])ter  of  .^d  Samuel,  vrl/ir-h  tells  U'  ib.at 
two  hundred  men  went  out  tVom  Jcru;alem  with  Absalom,  w!)en  he  left  his 
father;  tliat  they  “went  out  in  their  simplicity,  and  that  they  kne’.vnc.t  ain'- 
thing.”  (^Laughter.)  i\nd  Di-  hop  Hall  most  emphatically  comment--  -epoii 
that,  by  saying  that  the  two  hundred  went  out  in  their  simplicity,  not  know- 
ing anything,.and  they  were  merely  loval  rebels;  but  Absalom  knew  what 
iie  was  about;  he  knew  something  ; he  kneve  that  wheri  the  trunipet  ificw 
behind,  it  should  be  understood  ty  the  peo|de  that  Abaalom  reigneth  in 
Hebron:  and  I tell  you  tliat  there  is  an  Absalom  at  work  witli  Know- 
Nothiugi'm.  (Great  cheering  an-1  so-ne  hi.'-ses.'i 

“ TVhat  is  it.'  Where  did  it  come  tVom  ? What  can  it  be?  Did  it  fall 
from  the  sky  ? Did  it  rise,  from  the  sea?  ‘ 

I tc'll  yon  that  tliere  is  no  wonder  a'rout  it.  I tell  you  tliat  I know  it  from 
A to  Z.  I know  where  it  came  from.  I know  vrhere  it  was  engendered. 
I know  what  it  has  done,  and  I can  exchange  evith  you,  my  fiiend,  every 
sign,  every  grip,  every  pass.  (Laughter.)  ' I know 'its  white  triangles  and 
its  red  triangles,  its  red  arrowtops  and  its  wiiite  arrowtops.  T know  your 
odd  niirnerals  and  yonr  even  numeral.-n  I know  your  odds  from  A to  hi  in- 
climive,  and  I know  your  evens  from  X to  Z inclusive.  (Laughter.)  Now, 
where  did  it  come  from  ? It  is  no  new  thing.  It  is  no  strange  tiling.  Al- 
though it  is  a wonder  here,  it  has  been  operating  for  years  and  years  in 
Old  England.  You  that  will  go  to  a book:nore  and  buy  Dickins’  novel, ot 
Hard  Times”  will  sec  a portraiture  of  the  thing,  and  how  it  has  operated 
in  a country  with  an  aristocracy  and  a queen,  with  lord  proprietors  of  facto- 
ries and  of  land",  which  they  rent  to  middle  men  who  grind  down  the  op  na- 
tives, There,  in  England,  the  secret  association  of  the  operatives  against 
grinding  caoital,  I grant  you,  has  done  much  good.  There,  tliere  is  some 
necessity  for  it;  th^TC,  -where  men’s  noses  are  held  to  the  grind"tone 
by  oppression,-;  there,  where  all  the  luxuries  aim  free,  and  all  the  nece-^sa- 
ries  of  life  are  taxed;  there,  where  the  operative  is  made  to  bear  all  the 
burdens  of  society  ; there,  where  there  is  a crowned  head  and  an  aristocracy 
— there,  dark-lantern,  secret  association,  test  oatlxs  have  brought  forth  S'-me 
reforms.  ^Veli.  seeing  it effect  in  that  country — Exeter  Hall — the  alioii- 
tiordsts  of  England  sent  it  over  to  the  preachers  of  “ Cdiristian  politics”  in 
Boston  and  Xew  York,  to  apply  its  tnachinery  to  the  north  and  the  non- 
slaveholding  states.  (Cheers  and  hisses.)  They  brought  it  over.  I'liey 
have  tried  if  and  they  had  it  organized  as  early  as  June  4ffi,  lS.a4.  I'hey 
knew  its  potency.  I'liey  knew  its  effect.  Therefore  it  was  that  IMr.  I’tee- 
man  Clarke  could  tell  you  that  he  knew  that  Ohio  was  wheeling  into  line. 
This  thing  was  all  planned — all  oi-ganized — and  it  did  sweep  Massachusetts, 
and  Xew  York,  and  Tennsyh  a.nia,  and  f%ew  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  and  Ohio, 
and  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and  Jlichigan,  and  Iowa.  It  has  swept  them  with 
the  besom  of  destniction.  (Cheers  and  laughter.) 

Go  now  to  JLis^achusetts,  and  you  hud  among  her  hundreds  of  legi-^lators^ 
but  one  friend  of  the  Constitution  left.  Sixt-^-’-two  of  these  preachers  ot 
“Chri-lian  politics”  liave  been  returned  to  sit  in  tlie  seats  once  filled  by  such 
nien  as  John  Hancock.  There,  in  the  m'ighborb.ood  of  Fancuil  Hall-  m iho 
land  of  steady  habits — in  the  land  of  Iho  Puritans — Tlieodore  Parker,  but  the 
other  day,  received  T2J  votes  to  be  a chaplain.  A man  anti-Chri-'t,  so  much 
devil  incarnate  that  h-c  can  hide  neither  tail  nor.  hoofs,  receives  in  a Mass'd- 
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chusetts  legislature  1*2:3  votes  to  be  a chaplain.  Massachusetts!  IMas-^a- 
chusctts!  tlie  elder  sister  of  Virginia,  who  in  the  night  of  the  revclnti<.  n 
gave  her  pass-v.'ord  lor  jvjss-v.'ord,  sign  for  sign,  cheer  for  cheer,  in  the  mid.':  ■ 
of  our  giootii  ! Massaciu'.setts  lias  tin  own  a-'iile  lier  Puritanisin,  her  Cln  i ,- 
tian  i-eligion,  her  constitution,  and  has  given  herself  no  to  Kno'vv-XcthinLd.'ns 
and  qntl-slaver}'.  (Tremendous  cheering.)  Let  us  see  tiie  working  of 
Know-.Voihingisin  in  Massachusetts.  1 hold  in  my  hand  the  oilicial  addre.-"! 
of  his  excellency  llenry  J.  Gardner  to  the  two  brandies  of  the  legislature  of 
Mas.- a-;  hu-^etts.  You  see  here  upon  one  page  of  it,  ‘'not  through  a gla^j 
darkU  but  plainly,  an  intimation  of  amalgamation  itself,  g It  is  a great  pr  •■- 
hlem,”  he  savs,  “in  ctatesmansbip  v.  isely  to  control  the  mingling  of  racea 
into  one  nationality.”  Can  you  give  that  the  grip  .h  ,(Eoars  of  iaughter.) 
Another  specimen  of  Know-Xothingi.srn  is  a recommendalion  in  this  message 
that  the  right  of  suilVage  .'■hnll  be  limited  to  those  who  can  read  and  write. 
Bo  t;ie  Kiiow-dNothings  of  Virginia  give  that  grip  too.-  The  only  niustilous 
painting  that  this  country  lias  given  to  the  fine  arts  has  been  the  picture  of 
the  Saviour  of  mankind  healing  tiie  sick.  This  message  recornmemL  ih.it 
the  sick  foreigner  sliall  be  tumbled  out  ot  the  liospital  bed  into  the  Calcutta 
hole  of  the  emigrant  sldp,  amd  sent  back  again  to  Liverpool!  This,  then,  is 
a samp.le  of  the  chaiitableaess  and  rciigionof  Kriow-Xothingism.'  Bm;,  gen- 
tlemen, here  is  the  governor’s  doctrine  in  relation  to  the  Xebraska  bill. 

■Mr.  AVi.-ie  then  read  a passage  from  the  message  in  relation  to  tiie  repeal  of 
the  compromi-'C,  which  the  governor  characterises  as  “a  violation  of  the 
plighted  f.iith  of  the  nation,”  and  declares  that  “the  ultimate  effect  will  be 
to  detenrdne  us  manfuliy  to  demand  the  restoration  of  this  broken  compact, 
and  to  jealou.=  ly  guard  each  and  every  right  that  belongs  to  ktassachimetLS.” 
I’hat  is  in  exact  eorre.-Tiondence  with  the  preadiiiig  of  Mr.  Freeman  Clarke. 
Jjiit  the  governor  goe.s  on  : 

Vfhiie  we  acknowledge  our  fealty  to  the  Constitution  and  laws,  the  eft- 
, repeated  cry  of  disuuioa  heralds  no  real  danger  to  our  ears.” 

Of  those  lights  ^cliich  Jdassaebu-etts  i.s  jea’ously  to  regard,  it  seems  the 
two  cardinal  ones  are  tiie  habeas  corpus  to  take  the  fugitive  slave  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  United  Slates  conirnis.'ioner ; and  trial  by  jury,  to  have  the 
tide  of  the  Virginia  iria.-ter  subjected  to  the  verdict  of  twelve  abolitionid.s  ! 
“'It  i'  submitted,”  .‘•ays  t!ie  governor,  “whether  additional  legi^latioii  is 
regdw'd  to  .secure  either  of  these  to  our  fellow-citizens.” 

Gentlemen,  that  is  not  aih  Thds  Know-Xothing  legislature  has  just  elected 
one  of  the  most  notorious,  o le  of  the  most  inveterate  of  their  abolition  lead- 
ers,  to  the  senate  of  the  Umted  States,  and  I beg  to  read  to  you  a passa-ee 
from  a noston  paper  whidi  came  to  my  hand  this  evening.  It  is  the  BosL<n 
Daily  Chronicle,  and  I ]:re>ume  no  one  will  say  that  it  misrepresents  the 
position  of  the  Know-Xotlungs  in  the  state  of  ^Massachusetts  : 

Mr.  Wise  then  rr'ad  a long  report  of  a lecture  on  the  “evll.s  of  and  the 
renmdy  for  slavery,”  derivennl  at  tlm  Tremont  Temple,  Bo'^ton,  by  dTr. 

Fon  Biirlingame,  one  of  the  Know-Xoiliings  elected  to  Congress,  in  which  iiC 
look  ground  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  A'chraska  bill,  the  rep'cal  of  the 
fugitive  A:i\o  law,  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  tiie  Di^'tri'd  of  Columbia,  and 
the  prOiiibition  of  slavery  in  the  territor.es  of  tiie  United  States. 

Speakin,,:  (>i  the  X'ebraska  bill,  this  Udurer  said  ; 

“One  of  its  fruits  rvas  the  election  of  a senator  at  the  st.ite  Iiou^e  ye^ter- 
terday,  (great  ap|)laus  ; and  calls  tor  \\  ilson,  who  was  on  the  p’ tiiorm,'»  one 
who  tvouid  tike  the  p ace  of  one  who  w.is  faUe  to  freedom  and  n.-t  true  to 
tlie  ?dave.  (tlii.w.  denouncing  Ldward  Lverett.)  He  ijimself,  on  going  t ) 
Washington,  siiouid  so  endeavor  to  conduct  himself  as  to  truly  repremuiL  hii 
native  place.” 

The  report  continues  : — ■ 
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.After  Burlingame  had  concluded,  l\Ir.  AA”dson  ^Yas  called  for  most 
heartily,  and  caiiie  forward.  He  stated  that  everyiliing  l\Ir.  Burlingame  had 
uttered  he  would  endorse.  He  intended,  in  acccj/ang  his-  ]ky-.1,  to  \ield 
nothing  of  idis  anti-slavery  sentiment  to  anybody  or  for  anything,  hie  would 
cornj)reheiKl  in  Ids  action  the  whole  countiy,  of  every  color;  but,  in  saying 
the  whole  country,  he  included  .Massachusetts  and  the  north.”  Governor 
Gardner  was  crdlcd  for,  and  amid  loud  cheers  rose,  i)ut  modestly  declined  to 
speak. 

There  is  a Know-Xothing  member  elect  from  iMassachusetts  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  L nited  States.  I'here  is  a United  States  tenator  elect  of  the 
Xno'.v-.Xcthings,  who  confesses  ihe  accusation  whicli  I make,  tliat  the  new 
party  of  Know-Nothings  was  formed  especially  for  tlie  sake  of  abolitionism. 
(Cheers  and  hisses.)  And  tlierc  is  a Know-Noihing  governor — one  of  the 
niiie  who  are  all  ready  to  t.ake  the  same  gi-nund.  (Stamping  of  feet  and 
some  hissing.'}  Tlien,  gentlemen,  I have  Imre  an  act  of  the  Know-Nothing 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  which  proposes  to  give  citizenship  to  the  fugitive 
slaves  of  the  south.  I have  here,  also,  an  article  which  is  too  long  fur  me  to 
read,  exhausted  as  I am,  from  the  AVorce.'ter  Evening  Journal,  an  organ -of 
governor  Gardner  a'ld  senator  Wik-on,  which  says  to  \'ou  boldly  that  the 
American  Organ  at  Washington  is  a pro-slavery  organ,  that  it  is  not  a true 
Know-Nothing  organ,  and  that  tliey  speak  for  the  north  when  they  claim 
that  they  have  already  one  hundred  and  sixty  votes  of  the  non-.-laveholding 
states  organized,  eleven  more  than  suilicient  to  elect  a pre>ident  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  withoi-.t  a single  electoral  vote  from  the  slave-holding  states. 

Now,  gentlemen,  having  swept  the  northern  and  the  northwestern  non- 
slaveholding states  of  the  Union,  the  next  onset  is  on  the  soil  of  Anrginia. 
This  ’Worcester  Journal  boasts  that  klarvland  and  Virginia  are  already  almost 
northern  states  ; and  pray,  how  do  they  propose  to  Cjjerate  on  tl'm  south  ? 
Having  swept  the  north — Jlassachusctts,  New  York,  Peunsylvania.  and  all 
tho-e  oilier  slates — the  question  was;  How  can  this  ism  be  wedged  in  the 
vsouth  ; and  the  devil  was  at  the  elbow  of  the.- e preachers  of  ''  Chiistiari  pol- 
itics,”' to  tell  them  precisely  how.  (Cat-calls,  derisive  cheers,  and  oilier 
rManifcAations  of  tlie  Know-Nothing  element  of  the  meeting.)  There  were 
three  elements  in  the  soiuh,  and  in  A’irglnia  particularly,  to  which  they 
ruighL  apply  themselves.  There  is  the  religious  element — the  Protestant 
bigotry  am:i  fanaticism — for  Protestants,  genlleraen,  have  their  religious  zeal 
without  knowledge,  as  well  as  the  Catholics.  (A  voice,  “True  enough,  sir.”) 
It  is  an  appe-M  to  the  103.000  Presbyterians,  to  the  300,000  Baptists,  to  tlie 
oO.OjOOO  Methodists  of  A’irginia.  Weil,  how  wej  e they  to  reach  tiiem  ? 
Why,  just  by  raising  a hell  of  a fuss  about  the  Pope,  ([.augliter.)  Tim 
Pope!  The  Pope,  “now  so  poor  that  none-  can  do  him  reverence,”'  so  ])ocr 
that  Louis  Napoleon,  who  requires  every  soldier  in  his  kingdom  to  be  at  Se- 
bastopol, has  to  leave  a guard  of  muskets  at  Rome!  Once  on  a time,  crowned 
heads  could  bow  down  and  ki  s his  big  toe;  b'lt  now,  v\  ho  cares  for  a Pope  in 
Italy?  Gentlemen,  the  Pope  is  here.  Priestcraft  at  home  what  you  havi2  to 
dread  more  than  ail  the  Popes  In  the  world.  I believe,  intellectually,  ami  in  my 
heart  as  well  as  in  my  head,  in  evangelical  Cbristi-anity.  I believe  tb.at  th-me 
is  im  oilier  cert-ain  foundation  for  this  repubhe  but  the  pure  and  und<-fdi-d 
religion  of  Jesu.s  Christ  of  Nazaretli.  And  tlie  man  of  God  who  believes  in 
the  Fatlier,  in  the  divinity  of  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost — the  preacher  in. 
tile  pulpit,  at  the  baptismaj.  font,  by  the  sick  bed,  at  the  grave,  pointing 

The  way  to  heaven  and  leading  there, 

T honor.  No  man  honors  him  more  than  T do.  Bat  the  priest  who  deserts 
the  spiritual  kingdom  for  the  carnal  kingdom,  lie  is  “ of  the  eartii,  earthly,”’ 
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whoever  he  be — Epif^copah’rm,  Baptist  or  Metliodist — 'vvho  leaves  the  pulpit 
to  join  a ilark-lantern,  secret  political  society,  in  order  that  he  may  beconm 
a Piotestaoi  Pope  by  seizifiir  on  political  power — he'  is  a liypocrite,  wl-icevt'r 
he  be.  (Sonie  apnlairn'e,  and  cries  of  '•yood.’’)  Jesus  Chri-t  of  Nazareth 
setlied  trie  tjucainn  himself.  1 liave  liis  authority  on  this  question.  V/h-a 
the  Jews  expecter!  him  to  put  on  a' prince’s  crown  and  seat  h/imself  on  the 
aclua!  throne  of  David,  he  asked  for  a penny  to  be  shown  him.  A vien-ny 
■was  brou'jrht  to  him,  a metal  coin,  assayed,  clipped,  stamped,  with  the  image 
of  the  slate,  representati ve  of  the  civil  power,  stamped  with  Ca^^ar's  imaye. 
“ VVliose  inraze  and  superscripfaon  is  this  ‘At  is  Catsar’s.”  “ Idten, 
rerrrier  unto  Cresar  the  thiny-^  Buit  be  Caesar’s,  and  unto  God  the  thinys  That 
be  (Ad’s.”  (Applause.)  “My  kinydom  is  not  of  this  world.  IND;  kiriidoiii 
is  a spiritual  kinydom.”  Gre-'ai-ks  kinydom  i-  political,  is  a carnal  kingdom. 
And.  J tell  vou  that  if  I stomd  alone  in  the  state  of  Viryinia,  and  if  priest- 
cratt — -if  tlie  (.wrests  of  mv  own  mother  cliurch  dared  to  lay  their  hands  on 
the  political  power  of  our  Tn;'ople,  or  to  u-c  their  churches  to  wield' politi''al 
influence.  I would  stand,  in  fer-blc  imitation  of,  it  may  be, .but  I woid.d  stand, 
even  if  I stood  alone,  a^';  Patrick  Henrv  stood  in  the  revolution,  between 
the  parsmi''  and  the  people.  (Applause  and  a cry  of  ‘A’rn  with  you.”) 
I ■'.vant  no  Pope,  either  Catholic  or  Protestant.  I will  pav  Peter’s  pence  to 
rio^  poiiti'F-— Episcopaiinn,  Presbyterian,  Baptist,  hlethodist,  or  any  other. 
(A[>plause  and  cries  Of  “yood.”  ) Thev  not  only  appeal  to  the  reliyioU"  --^^le- 
rnent,  but  they  raPe  a cry  about  the  Pope.  Th.ese  men,  many  of  whom 
are  neither  Episcopalians,  Presbyterians,  Baptists,  hfethodists,  Oonyreya- 
tir>nalisis.  Lutherans,  or  what  not — ■'A' ho  are  men  of  no  reliyion,  who  leave 
DO  church,  who  do  not  say  their  pravers,  who  do  not  read  their  Bible,  who 
live  God-defyiny  lives  ever}'  dav  of  their  existence,  are  ncuv  seen  with  faces 
as  lony  a.s  their  da.^k-ianierns,  with  th.e  whites  of  their  eyes  turned  up  in 
holy  fear  lest  the  Bible  should  be  shut  up  by  the  Pope  ! (Lauyhter,  ap- 
plause. anB  den.'ive  cheers.)  Men  "who  were  never  known  before,  on  t’le 
lace  of  God’s  earth,  to  show  any  interest  in  reliyion,  to  take  any  part  with 
Christ  or  his  kinydom,  who  were  the  devil’s  own.  belonying  to  the  devil’s 
rhurcli,  are  ai!  of  a sudden  very  deeply  interested  for  the  word  of  God  and 
against  the  Pone  ! It  \vould  be  well  for  them  that  they  joined  a churcii 
wliich  does  beheve  in  the  Father,  and  in  the  Son,  and  in  the  Holy  Gho-t. 
(Good.)  Let  us  see,  my  friends,  what  Know-Xothinyism  believes  in.  Do 
you  know  that,  yent’emen  ? ( Holding  up  a small  pamphlet,  amid  yfeat 

langhler  and  excitement.  That  is  your  formulary  of  the  Grand  Council  of 
the  I'nitud  States  of  Xorth  America,  from  the  press  of  Damerill  A Moore, 
No.  10  Devonshire  street,  B''ston,  1S.54. 

A voice — “H  it  January”’ 

INfr,  IVise — Yes,  it  is  Jan’;ary.  It  lias  been  u.sed.  Here  is  one  of  ycA-.r 
charters.  I'hohiiny  up  a printed  document. ) and  now.  if  you  can  see  if,  }ou 
v.’ih  [*(u•cei^•e  it  ha.s  been  UsC-d  by  one  of  ycur  lo.dyes.  (Cries  of  “ Read  it 
— nrive  rJony,  {Jld  Viryin  Yes  I will  read  from  your  own  book.  But 

I am  on  tlie  subject  of  your  reliyion  now — \ou  want  to  put  down  one  of  llm 
evanyelical  churches  of.  the  country,  whicli  does  believe  not  only  in  ti  e 
Father,  hut  in  the  divinity  of  Jesus  Chri't.  and  in  the  IIolv  Ghost — a Tr.m- 
tarian  chur:’n.  I want  to  ask  the  Episcopalians,  and  the  Ikc'hy ierians,  m l 
the  Jlethodi.'G,  whetl  er  they  .ire  yr>iny  to  put  down  that  Trinitarian  church 
by  a .='cci-et  a.su>ei;itioi  Your  sphere  con-'ists  of  the  Jo  letters  of  the  rd- 
Dhab''^f.  numho-  vour  letiOC''’  fr'un  A to  hf  inclusive,  wlyh  the  odd 

amnerals  do'vn  to  Jb.  'i’lius,  A 1.  0 3,  C 5,  D 7,  E 9,  F 11,  G Kk  H Id, 
1 17,  J 19,  Iv  ii,  L Jo,  hi  Jo.  Tbic  last  thirteen  letters  of  the  alphabet  ai'C 
Dumhered  widi  eveii  mimbers.  I’lut',  X J,  (J  4,  P 6,  Q b.  R lO.  S iJ.  f 
14,  U 16,  V IS,  WGJO,  X JJ,  Y J4,  Z J6.  alnd  now  let  us  see  how  ihe 
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l>i»oks  read.  The  first  page  of  the  cover  of  the  blue  book — and  it  Is  not 
OiiiV  blue — real  Boston  blue,  but  it  is  a Mazarine  blue,  (lighter) — contniiis 
(ho  tbllov'.'iiig  in  tabular  iorm.  Xovr  listen  tu  Know-ivothing  reading. 
(Miniicstations  of  intense  enjoyment  among  the  Knovr-Xothings,  and  of 
interest  among  the  uninitiated,  and  cries  of  ‘ygo  it,  old  boy.’'')  1 vill  go  it, 

if  you  will  be  patient  and  let  me  reason  with  3mu  : 12  Id  6 10  9 25  6,  that 
ren'ls  “ supreme,”  4 10  7 9 10  means  order,”  4 11,  “of,”  14  15  6,  “ tlm,” 
12  J4  1 10,  “ star,”  12  6 1 2 13  25  9 7,  “ spangled,”  3 1 2 2 9 10,  banner.” 
That  is  square  spelling  and  square  reading.  “Supreme  Order  of  the  Star 
S:>angled  Banner.”  (Cheers,  applause,  hisses,  and  tnanifestations  of  all 
kind'.)  The  fouith  page  of  the  cover,  contains  the  following  table — 12  6 IT 
10  17  14,  “spirit,”  4 11,  “of,”  ‘76,  “spirit  of  ’76.”  That  is  the  title 
page  and  the  formulary  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  United  States  of  North 
Anierica,  from  tlte  press  of  Damerell  Sr  Atoore.  No.  16  Devonshire  street, 
BoBoii.  Next  come  the  otlicers  of  the  Grand  Council.  Pre.hdent,  (that  is 
for 'the  past  year,  but  I believe  it  still  continues,)  James  W.  Barker,  of 
Nesv  York.  (Cheers.)  Vice  President,  W . Yf.  Vvhiiiamson.  of  Alexandria, 
Va.  (Boars  of  Laughter,  cries  of  “ here  he  i-,’-’  and  “ three  cheers  ibr 
Williamson.”)  Corresponding  Secretary,  Charles  I).  Descider,  of  New 
Brunswick,  New  Jerse\'.  Becord’.ng  Secretary,  James  AT  Stevens,  of  Bal- 
timore. Aid.  Treasurer,  Henry  Crane,  of  Cincinnati,  Oliio.  Tne  lo'ide 
Sentinel  is  John  P.  Hilton,  of  hVa.-hington,  D.  C.  (Laughter,  and  cheers 
from  Washingtonians  in.  the  crowd.)  Out.'.ide  Sentinel,  Henry  Aletz,  of 
Detroit,  ALchigan.  Chaplain,  Samuel  P.  Crawford,  of  Indianapolis,  Indi- 
ana. Now,  gentlemen,  I want  to  show  you  their  religion.  I read  from  the 
blue  book — 

“ The  organization  shall  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  Grand  Council  of 
the  United  States  of  Nortli  A.merica.  its  jurisdiction  and  power  shall  ex- 
tend to  all  the  states,  di^-^tricts,  and  territories'  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America.  A person,  to  become  a member  of  any  subordinate  Council, 
inU't  be  twenty-one  \*ears  of  age.  He  must  believe  in  the  e:\i.-teiice  of  a 
Supreme  Being,  as  the  Creatorand  Preserver  of  the  universe.” 

No  Christ  admowledged  ! No  Saviour  of  mankind!  No  Holy  Ghost  1 
No  heaven!}'  Dove  of  Grace  ! Go,  go,  you  Know-Nothings,  to  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  and  in  a certain  street  there  you  will  see  two  chiirche:-' — one  is 
inscribed.  “ 0 Alonos  Theos” — ••  to  the  one  God  ;”  on  the  other  is  the  in- 
scription, “As  for  us,  we  preadi  Christ  crucitied — to  the  Jews  a stumbling 
block,  and  to  the  Greeks  fooli-hness.”  The  one  inscribed  “O  Alonos 
Theos”  is  the  Unitarian  church  ; the  other,  inscribed,  “ We  prericli  Ciirist 
crucified,”  is  the  Catliolic  church!  (^Cries  of  “ good,  good,”  and  cheers.) 
Is  it — I ask  of  Pre.-hvterians,  Ep'i>copalians,  Alethodists,  and  Bapti  -ts — is  it, 
i ask, -for  any  orthodox  Trinitarian  Ghri.-tian  church  to  join  an  a-'sociation 
tin:  is  in.scribed,  like  ti,e  Unitariaa  church  at  Baltimore,  “ O Monos  Theos” 
— to  liie  one  God  r Is  it  Ur  them  to  join  or  to  counlenance  an  association 
tiiat  .-o  lays  its  rcHgio!i  as  to  catch  men  like  I'heodore  Parker  and  James 
Freem.tn  Clarke  ? I put  it  to  all  t.'ie  religious  societies — to  tliC  Presbyteri- 
I an-:,  t;»e  Epi •^copa^ians,  tr.e  ALdhodists,  and  the  Bepti.-t': — uhether  tlu'-y  Uican 

I to  renounce  the  divinity  of  ChriA  and  the  oimration  of  the  Holy  Spirit  when 

I fhopv  give  coiniienance  to  this  secret  society,  which  is  inscribed  to  tiie  one 

I • 

! But,  gentle'uen,  these  Kno'v-Nothings  appeal  not  only  to  the  religious 
j clement,  but  to  Pje  paliticai  eh.mm.ut — not  o.nly  to  the  political  tdiunent.  i)ut 

I to  the  ag'-irian  element.  Not  (cikMio  tin.*y  aopoei  to  Protest  int  higotrv — not 

I Oiily  do  they  a-k  Prote-itants  to  ou*'-H''rod  Herod,  to  out  Catholic  the  Gath*)- 

f li‘-.s.  to  out  Jesuit  the  Jesuits  by  a lopthng  their  Machiavcdliaft  cree<i,  lent  they 

ii  appeal  to  a forlorn  party  in  the  state  of  \ irginia — a minority  party,  Drokea 
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clown  at  home  anJ  disorganized,  because  their  associates  have  heconie 
aboiiilonizci!  at  the  Xonh — tljoy  appeal  I.-)  Uiem.  a?  ailbrJiiip-  liicm  a Iioum' 
refaye-  [Cheers  and  iaiiehter. ! Tliere  is  a]raper  published  in  tins  town  hv 
one  of  flic  most  respectable  g;entlcrm,‘ri  of  the  state,  who  some  time  0:1 
pu!>!i'>hed  an  article  wmich,  I must  coril'css,  I chd  not  expect  to  see  in  pnut 
from  his  j.cn.  The  Alexandria  Gazette,  one  ol  the  most  respectable  of  tia; 
Vrhiy  ]:apcrs  of  the  I'nited  States,  edited  by  one  of  tlie  most  conservadve 
and  le.'peciable  ^^entlenn^n  that  1 hnovv  of  atriong*  my  accjuaintance.  one  who 
has  been  advocating  th.e  doctrines  and  practice  of  conservatism  ever  since  i 
knew  him,  is  now  proposing  a fimion  between  the  Know-AAthings  and  lbs* 
^Vhig  [mrty,  simply  for  the.  reason  that  -‘the  Vv^higs  are  tired  of  standiiig  at 
llie  rack  wdihout  fodder.’'  [Voice  in  the  crowd  ‘■'Oh,'  go  along,”  •anil 
laugliter.]  One  who  used,  as  i well  remember,  to  clerionnce  corruption  and 
the  spoils  very  swcepingly,  is  now  acLually  maintaining  that  tlie  Whigs  will 
not  and  cannot  go  upon  principle  any  longer  and  adhere  to  conservatism, 
because  thev  are  tired  of  waiting  for  oftice.  [Laughter  and  cheers.]  hbot 
only  that,  but  my  friend,  the  editor,  has  lately  published  this  short 
article: — 

- “ We  are  pleased  to  see  that  with  regard  to  nlr.  Wi=e,  the  Ibemocratic 
candidate  for  governor,  the  opposition  is  gener'ally  conducted  with  entire 
respect  to  his  character  as  a citizen  and  a man,  and  witli  a full  aclaiowledg- 
meuit  on  all  hands  of  his  many  excellent  personal  c|iialities.  ■ The  oppo-id..mi 
do  not  think  ho  is  the  best  qualified  m.ari  for  the  olfice  of  governor,  but  they 
admit  his  talents.  In  seeking  his  defeat,  they  mainly  desire  to  defeat  the 
political  organization  w-hich  he  upholds.” 

jvcm.embcr  that,  ye  Democrats,  who  have  joined  with  Mr.  Snowden  in 
upholding  the  Know-Xnihing  cause — that  the  verv  object  of  the  Whigs  in 
joining  the  Know-Nothmg  society  is  to  break  up  the  organization  to  which 
you  belong.  [Cheers.]  You  Democrats  ’nave  these  gendemen  in  a minority 
out  of  doors,  but  the  moment  they  get  you  into  a Know-A’othing  lodge,  they 
huve  you  in  a mincuity  in  doors.  [Renewed  cheers.]  But  the  article 
goes  on : — ■ ■» 

“d’hey  contend  that,  as  a former  violent  opponent  of  the  party,  at  wvhose 
head  he  is  now  placed,  there  is  too  much  political  inconsistency  to  entitle 
him  to  the  position  hf'  seeks.” 

How  then,  can  hir.  Snowden — bo'w  can  the  conservative  Vv'higs  of 
Alexandria,  to  punr-h  my  inconsistency',  join  hands  with  Democrats  'and  go 
over  to  tliam  m Know- Ahsthing  lodges?  [C'heers,]  They  tell  us  thev  caai- 
not  give  the  grij')  in  public  to  the  Whisrs  of  the  N^orth,  because  the  IVorthern 
Vfhigs  have  become  abohfionized.  Here  are  two  gentlemen  who  cannc. 
shake  hands  With  one  another  in  our  presence-“One  is  a Vvdiig  of  the  A”':^r*u 
arnl  the  oilier  a Whig  of  Alexandria.  Tliey  cannot  any  Inng-w  keep  up  tlu-'r 
Vf lug  organization  : but  let  the  Whig  of  the  north,  abolitioni'ed  a^  be  i- 
become  a K n v,v-.\o‘ hing,  and  let  the  Wdiig  of  the  South,  pre-slaverv  ‘w  1. 
is,  become  a K now-Aofdiing,  and  then  beiiind  the  curtain,  >ho<e  geriticmen 
cirri  shake  bands  and  hunny-iiiggle  with  one  another.  [lUuch  Irugl  t '-r.  < 
Tills  is  what  is  called  conservatism,.  This  is  what  is  cullcii  corsi^tcncy. 
The  article  continues: 

' “d’hey  are  m,'Otvr>d  to  unite  in  a strong  and  determined  clmrt  to  break  up 
the  ])re-erit  pohhcai  organizatioEi,  which  directs  the  destinies  and  contre.-* 
the  action  of  the  .Hate  iri  all  its  department'-.  Mr.  "Wise  cannot  c.xpect  the 
suppi"''.’t  ol  thoU’  wlu'  d'‘'TC  to  see  tliis  ch'ange  elmeted.” 

•L'  Mr.  Wise  cannot  oxp.  ci  the  ^unpc.'t;  of  conservatl ve  Wddgs,  or  of  any 
Whig,  tiecause  the  de-ire  of  the  'Whig  uartv  in  joining  llic  Kno\v-,Yodu;u'< 
is  to  dojfeat  the  Deimy-'rary,  Inw  can  tlioy  c'xpec't  Democrats  to  join  tlicmr 
But  there  is  a last  and  worst  element  which  they  address,  for  which  they 
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can,  n?  conservatives,  oiTer  me  no  excuse,  and  T come  to  it  boldly.  It  is  the 
didicnit  and  the  hardest  suldect  to  deal  vcith  in  public  in  a slave-litjldirnT^ 
community.  Gentlemen,  the  la^.t  constitutional  convention  of  Viithmia 
betrayed  the  important  fact  to  the  north,  as  vrell  as  to  our.-elves,  that  out  of 
the  l'2o,000  voters  in  the  state  of  Vii-yinia,  but  ’2-3,000  or  30,000,  are  siave- 
liolding'  voters.  About  1 voter  in  5 is  a slavebolder.  I say  it  boidiy,  and 
no  man  avill  di>rmte  it  who  has  been  to  rsorfolk  a.mi  Portsmouth,  that  the  last 
and  worst  element  tiiat  is  appealed  to  is  the  ayrarian  dement — anpealiny  to 
the  white  lal>orers  of  the  state  against  the  black  laborers  of  the  state.  (Cheers.) 
Go  all  over  the  state  and  tcdl  me  wiiere  Kno\v-2iothingism  is  rankest  and 
most  violent.  [Voice  in  the  crowd,  “Down  on  the  wharves,’"  and  great 
laughter.]  I tell  you  that  you’ll  not  only  find  it  down  on  the  wharves  in 
Alexandria,  as  has  been  said,  and  well  said,  in  tlie  crowd,  but  you  will  find 
it  worse  than  anywhere  else  around  the  wharves  of  Portsmouth  and  in  P.orts- 
mouth  navy  yard.  Tlie  very  men  who,  for  ten  years,  have  been  petitioning 
the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  forbid  the  employment  of  slave. liibor  in 
Gosport  navy  yard — the  very  men  who  petitioned  the  last  conveiPion  to 
frame  a new  constitution  for  \ irginia,  to  make  it  a part  of  the  organic  la\T 
of  tl;e  state  that  slaveholders  should  not  allow  tlidr  slaves  to  be  taught  the 
mechanic  arts — these  are  the  men  who  are  the  very  hot-bed  of  ivnow- 
Notiiingisrn. 

Voice  in  'nr?,  Crowd — Send  them  to  h— 11.  '■ 

It  is  iniposc^ible  to  say  wliat  eifect  these  three  combined  elements  are  to 
have  upon  us.  I ask  the  Protestant  church,  to  recur  to  this  religious  ele- 
ment, how  they  expect  in  future^ — if  they  think  that  Catholici'm  is  not  a 
pure  and  undefiled  religion — to  succeed  in  preaching  against  the  Pope  and 
Catholics  r Where  a preacher  has-  risen  in  the  pulpit,  in  times  p,a-=t,  to 
arraign  the  Pope  and  the  abominations  of  the  churcfi  of  .Romo,  lie  has  been 
regarded  as  a vital  spiritual  preacher  of  Protestantism  ; he  has  been  regartf^d 
as  one  looking  to  the  spiritual  kingdomhbut  let  a preacher  now  rise  and 
preach  against  the  Pope  and  against  Caiholicism,  and  whether  he  is  sincere 
or  not,  his  congrciration  feels  tlmt  ha  is  preaching  for  Pkncw-Xothingitin.  Whv, 
tie?  other  day,  in  lAe  of  Vfight,  I saw  a man  from  Canada,  or  I heard  of 
him  there,  who  was  distributing  the  Bible  to  the  state  of  Virginia.  Well, 
lie  may  have  been  the  very  best  colporteur  in  the  world  ; he  may  liave  been 
a man  of  as  hone.==t  intentions  a.-  f’ather  Harmcll,  who  is  your  traveliing  dis- 
tributer of  the  Bible:  but  he  came  all  the  w'av'  from  Canada  down  to  the 
Isle  of  Wight  to  di^t^ibute  .Bible  A He  w*as  asked  why  he  distiibuted  Bibles 
among  us  ? Did  be  take  us  to  be  heathen?  Our  churclies  are  distributing 
the  word.  Our  bishops  are  distributing  the  word.  The  Bible  is  ibund  m 
every  steamboat  saloon,  and  in  every  diambcr  of  every  liote]  in  the  state.  Did 
he  take  us  to  be  heathen?  Oii,  no;  he  was  glad  to  hear  that  we  had  the 
Bible'here,  but  he  thought  that  perhaps  he  would  be  doing  ui  great  service 
to  bring  the  Bible,  a.-)  ti:o  Pope  and  Bisin  -o  Tlughes  wanted  to  ma!:e  it  a 
sealed  book.  He  was  called  upon  to  take  his  departure,  as  he  was  known  at 
once  to  be  a Fmow-Xotl’ing  agent.  He  pndended  merely  to  viCit  to  di.wri- 
bute  the  Bible,  hut  tlu^  fellow  wm.s  all  the  time  prl\ ate’y  carrying  hi-  dark 
ianioj-n  and  .h'cifcr  mat'','!;  in  Id.s  pocket  to  a.'p.lv  the  test  oatli.  pLaughter.) 
Vo  gave  him  warning  fo  go  lumce.  and  1 iicpe  he  has  gone.  So  it  >'  \Gtli 
the  prea:'iuj;n'- — your  Proie-tard  nreacn.eix.  It  is  utterly  impos.'iblc  tlrnt  they 
can  make  any  inroad-  agdir  t ti»e  p(g!c  ami  agrdnst  Cctiiolic,-  ^o  lon.‘:  a-;  'tu.'y 
are  suyu-'-j'ut  of  political  motive'— -'^o  long  a>  tluw'  are  ru-nected  ot'  atonrgg- 
ing-  to  become  Prote-tant  popes;  and  to  seize  prdiiirai  rt'twer.  Vdhat  \ ne  it, 
I a.-k  ther;; — what  corrujited  the  .Roman  church?  blAert' was  once  a t!mo 
when  the  BiHiop  (^f  Rome  was  tlm  head  c f a pure,  prlruitivc  ('hurch--~v,-hrQ 
he  was  armed  only  with  clcemo.synary,  witli  spiritual  and  with  ccclc.'iaslical 
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power.  Hut  the  very  mornent  he  laid  his  ’naiicl  iipon  the  imperial  purple  ai; .] 
crown  of  the  Chesars,  that  very  moment  the  wliore  of  Babylon’''  put  on  h<T 
eeariet  and  began  fo  play  iier  abominations  bctore  the  eyes  of  the  people. 
She  plaved  these  abominations  till  the  tiimes  of  Calvin,  and  Luther,  nr.d 
hleknethon  and  Roirer  Williams.  TImse  great  reforfuers  were  men  v iv) 
did  not  go  into  secret  places,  who  did  not  use  dark  lanterns,  who  not 
speak  in  whimpers,  but  w!io  tiiundcred  in  the  tones  of  Whittlcld  hineclf. 
d'lie  moineat  the  Pope  laid  hold  of  political  power — the  moment  he  became 
part  and  head  of  the  civil  -tate — that  very  moment  the  state  ccmipt;d 
the  cfiurch,  and  the  cLurclidestroyfai  the  liberties  of  the  state.  So  it 
will  be  here,  if,  under  th.e  pretext  of  defying  the  Pope,  of  proscribing 
Culholici.'m,  you  allow  your  priests — Protestant  or  other — to  lay  their 
haiuB  upon  political  power,  ami  put  on  the  i.m[)crial  puiple  and  tlie  cro'.rn 
of  the  Caisars — 'hat  very  rno?nent  the  state  will  corrupt  the  church,  and 
the  church  will  destroy  t';e  hlmudics  of  the  state.  As  to  tlie  proscrip- 
tion  of  foreigners',  let  me  ask  tlie  Xnovr-Xothings  themselves  to  return 
to  that  passage  of  the  Bible  t.e  whicli  I iiavc  already  referred  them.  If  they 
Vv'i]]  take  the  tifteonth  cha'pter  of  Second  Samuel,  and  read  not  only  the  whole 
verse,  hut  the  wdioie  histm-y  cf  Ab^mlom,  the  traitor,  they  will  hnd  that  while 
AJusalom — not  only  riiihve  born  of  the  land,  but  native  born  of  the  loins  of 
king  David — was  turning  traitor,  while  the  sweet  P-alrnist  of  Drael  was 
driven  towards  the  wilderness  with  his  followers,  he  turned  and  saw  Ittai, 
t’lC  Giitiie,  and  said  to  him  : “ \Crereibre  goest  thou  aUo  with  us?  Return 
to  thy  place,  and  abide  wiiii  thy  king,  for  thou  art  a stranger  and  also  an 
exile.  Whereas,  thou  earnest  but  yesterday,  should  I this  day  make  thee  go 
up  andi  diown  with  us  ? Seeing  I go  wldtlier  1 mav,  ndurn  thou  and  take 
back  tliv  brethren  : klerc;,'  nud  truib  be  with  thee.”'  And  Ittai.,  the  exile 
and  straiii'er,  v.dio  came  but  yr.stei'day,  answered  t:;e  king  and  said:  “As 
the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  my  lord  ti;e  1 vdng  livelh,  surely  in  avliat  place  my 
lord  the  king  sliall  be — 'x  hether  in  death  or  in  life — oven  there  also  will  tl.y 
servant  be.’’  And  remeniber  that  the  case  of  Absalom  and  of  Ittai  is  but 
the  prot'dype  of  ar^  Arnold  and  a Laiayctte.  (Applause.)  IVno  sent  you 
a'inmee.'  1 on  tell  tl:e  p'eople  that  Catholics  never  gave  aid  to  civil  libcuiv  ; 
that  tliey  never  yet  struck  a blovr  tor  the  R-eedoin  of  mankind.  A’ho  gave 
ymi  ahiance  againA  the  crown  of  England  ? Who,  but  that  Catholic  kiny, 
jamii,'  X\'l?  He  sent  you.  fron)  the  court  of  Vci'sailles,  the  bov  of  WaXi- 
ingLon's  camp,  a foreign  ^-  who  never  was  naturalized,  but  who  bled  at  the 
redpiil.A  of  A'orktown.  (^A})id;iuse.)  And  not  only  did  Lafayette  bleed  at 
the  ledoubt  oi  lorktown.  v.dnm  an  Ariiold,  a native  like  AvOr-nlom.  proved 
traitur.  but  when  the  German,  DeKalb,  fmj  at  the  held  of  (famden,  Oii  south- 
ern sod.  wir.h  iourteen  l.ayorset  W'ounds  tram-fixing  iiis  body,  and,  dvin  x 
pr.'iised  t.be  klarylamd  rmiilia — Gates,  the  varikee  nadve,  ran  sevent^-  i■•e 
liiih's  vdtiiout  hx)k!ng  behifiil.  (Anplau-e  and  hingliter.l  Ami  not  o:dv  that: 
In  'Gat  inten-e ' moment  wh'-n  tla:  declaration  of  our  Imlepandonc;-  v.  o 
brouabt  mto  Cariveiuer’s  Had  by  RutleA'-c,  and  Franhiin,  and  Jcfieivon.  m..l 
Dm  u'>wu  the  table — that  ivaiy  pc.;’;'  r,  v,  nich  not  only  t)ledged  life  and  lien  a', 
but  fkiUine.  to.' — realize  that  moment  ef  ititenr.e,  ol'  deep,  of  nrof)UT,d  InU  - 
I'e.'  t,  wiicn  the  imler.endetice  ot  tli-s  hired  Imng  ignon  tlie  acts  of  men — w!ie:u 
one  i)y  one,  men  ro>e  from  tiieir  seals  and  went  to  tiie  t'able  to  ji’edire  li'us 
and  iortunes  and  sacre'i  l.onor  : at  length  one  spare,  pale-faced  nudn  rorc, 
and  went  and  di;>ped  tlu^  pen  into  tlie  iidv,  and  signeit  “ Gliarles  C’arr  X ' 
and  when  rendnded  that  it  might  not  be  knowti  wdiat  f'liarles' Carroli  it  v,  a.  - 
that  it  rnizht  not  be  knoon  that  it  was  a r'hailes  Carroll  who  was  piedgi'’:  '• 
principdlily  ot  tortune,  he  added  the  wor>is  “of  Carrollton.”  (’Cheers.)  li>-' 
was  a Catholic  rc[)re-entative  from  a Catholic  colony.  (A  voice  in  the 
cru'vvd — “ ]3ut  he  was  a native  born  American.”) 
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And;  sir,  hf'fore  George  A'ashingtori  was  bom,  before  I,afa}^ette  wiebiod 
fhe  sword  or  Clrarles  Cairoil  l.be  ]>en  for  Lis  r:ouf)lry,  six  hundred  and  forty 
■‘Tars  airo,  on  M;e  GiUr  of  Jiom,  Idld,  there  was  another  scene  c nacted  ou 
use  face  of  the  gloLe.  when  the  general  charter  of  ah  charters  of  freedom 
\ras  gained,  whcii  one  man — a man  called  Stephen  Ijanglon—sw'ore, . the. 
barons  of  Engf-'nd,  tor  the  [wopie,  against  the  orders  of  the  Pope  and  against 
the  j)Ovver  of  the  king — swore  the  barons  on  the  [jlgh  altar  of  the  C'at'io’itc 
chnrch  at  St.  Edmund-bury,  that  they  wouhi  have  Siagna  Charta  or  die  tor 
it.  The  chrarter  which  secures  to  eveiy  one  of  you  to-day  trial  by  jury, 
freedom  of  the  press,  freedom  of  the  pen.  the  confronting  of  witnesses  with 
tfm  accuseil,  and  the  operdng  of  secret  dungeoriS — -liiat  charter  v/as  obtained 
by  Stephen  Langton  against  ihe  3dope  and  agaiiist  the  king  of  England,  and 
if  you  Know-Nothings  don’t  know  who  Stephen  Langton 'wa.s,  you  know 
.not'n’ng  sure  enough.  (Laugditer  aful  cheers.)  He  was  a Catholic  Arc’n- 
bishop  of  Canterbury.  (Rent.' wed  cheers.)  I come  here  not  to  prai.'C  rh'e 
Catholics,  but  I come  here  to  acknowledge  hwtoricai  truth-,  and  to  ask  of 
Protestants  what  has  heretofore  been  the  prido  and  boast  of  ProLesiants-— 
tolerance  of  opinion  in  religious  faith.  (App.'kiu.-'e.)  All  vre  ask  is  toleiance. 
All  we.  ask  is,  thiat  if  you  hate  the  Catholics  because  they  have  proscric.cd 
heretics,  yout  won’t . out-prosciibe  proscription.  If  you  hate  the  Catholics 
because  they  have  rumneries  and  monasteries,  and  Jesuitical  secret  oniers, 
don’t  out-Jesuit  the  Jesuit.-  by  going  into  dark-fa.ntern  secret  chaml>ers  to 
apply  ie>t  oaah.u  If  you  hate  the  Catholics  because  you  say  they  encourage 
the  wiachiavelliaQ  CApediency  of  telling  lies  sometitnes,  don’t  swraar  your- 
selves not  to  tell  the  truth.  (Cheer?.)  Here  are  the  oaths — the  oaths  tiiat 
bind  you,  under  no  circumstaiice.s  to  di.sclose  who  you  are  or  what  you  are, 
and  that  bind  you  not  only  to  political,  but  to  social  proscription.  Hero  is 
your  book — your  Bible-— which  requires  of  you  to  stick  up  your  iiodces  be- 
tween midiiight  and  daybreak-  (Laugliter.)  I don’t  object  to  secrecy.  I 
am  a Hternber  of  a secret  .order,  and  i am  proud  to  be  a brother  Mason  ; dioud 
cheers;)  and  I am  at  kberty  by  my  orduu’  to  sav,  that  as  to  its  ends,  it.-  pur- 
poses, its  designs,  kla?onry  has  no  secrets.  (Renewed  cheering.)  Its  end, 
its:  purpose,  its  aim,  is  to  make  a brotherhood  of  charity  amongst  men.  It.s 
end  is  the  end  of  the  Christian  law  of  religion.  I know  not  how  any  kla-on 
can  be  a Know-Nothing.  Masonry  biirds  its  members  to  respect  and  obey 
tlie  laws  of  the  land  in  which  we  live;  and  when  the  Con.stitutioii  of  the 
Cnited  .Slates  declares  that  no  religious  test  shall  be  made  a rpialitication  for 
office.  Masonry  dare  not  interpo.se  by  conspiring,  in  a secret  associatio.n,  to 
attempt  to  rr.ake  a religious  test  a , qmalidcation  for  office.  "vViien  b irginia 
lias  an  act  of  religious  freedom — an  aci  tl;at  is  no  longer  a mere  siatu.te  law, 
but  'w  now  a part  of  tiie  organic  law,  and  which  .says  that  no  man  shall  be 
burdened  for  religious  opinion's  sake — Masonry  dare  not  consp'>ire  to  hurdeii 
any  man  for  opinion's  s.ike.  Masonry  has  no  secret.s  but  the  simple  fy 
whi-'h  it  recognizes  it-?  brotherhood.  It  is  boun^'  to  re-pect  tlie  law  and  to 
tolerate  didhrences  of  opiidoa  in  reiigiou  and  [ htics.  I d?"*  not  comphun  of 
secrecy,  but  I complain  of  secrecy  tor  pohtioai  objects.  ^Vhat  is  your  ob- 
ject? It  is  to  a;-sai[  the  Con-fitution  of  the  United  States,  to  con^ritz' 
contradict  ^he  Con.-titution  ami  law'^  of  the  land  ; it  is  to  consj.dre  again.-;  kui 

Con.-tilution  ami  iaw-^,  and  swear  ineti  by  ie?t  oaih' the  mo-t  odiou-  in-n-u- 

ments  of  tyranny  that  intolerance  and  proscription  have  ever  dcvised.  it  is 
not  only  to  proscribe  Catholic.s  and  foreigner^--,  bur  it  1 1 to  pro:-cribe  Rri  tes-. 
tants  and  native.^  too,  who  will  not  indPe  with  you  in  proscribing  rath*.'i.cs 
and  foreigner.?.  It  is  fu;  d.  r than  that : Ii  destroys  a’i  indiv; 'n  eily  u;  k' ; 
man.  You  bring  in  your  noviciate,  you  swear  Idrn  to  uo^ — w:u.i.r  i’u  ga.-e 
up.hi'^  conscience,  his  judgmeiit.  his  \vi!h  to  the  judgment  and  the  conscience 
and  the  will  of  an  association  of  men  who  are  not  wdiiiug  that  oth.ers  should 
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onblave  thoni,  but  their  test  oath  enslave  themselves.  And  to  what  are  tlicy 
sworn?  They  are  sworn  to  passive  obedience — to  iion-iX‘siDtance-~lo  tal:e 
si2;n  and  "rip.  Here  is  your  orga!\izat;on.  (floidiri"  up  a docarnent.'i  1 
Will  not  take  time  t<»  read  it;  but  1 will  state  the  tact  that  your  Grand  Xa- 
tional  Council  r.t'  the  United  States  is  oryani/ed  by  the  oppoiniiuent  of  thir- 
teen men  from  ea(di  state,  a council  of  thirleea,  an  oliyarchy  of  thirtee:i  from 
each  state,  who  assemble  outside  of  the  state  to  form  the  Grand  Council  of 
the  Uriited  States,  with  Mr.  iwrker,  of  dVall  street,  Xcw  York,  as  p^•e^ide^t, 
Power  over  original  judgment,  power  over  appeal — all  power-— is  coiicentra” 
ied  in  that  Xational  Council.  And  has  it  come  to  this  ? Has  Virginia  been 
so  provincialized  in  t;;e  Union  that  her  sons  will  consent  not  to  be  guided  by 
Iheii  own  individual  wills,  by  their  own  individual  consciences,  by  tiw'ir 
own  individual  judgments,  but  consent  to  e.e  sworn  by  a test  oath,  to  take  a 
tsigri  which.  corne.s  from  out-ide  the  state,  and  which  may  be  pwssed  to  you 
from  Mr.  Barker,  of  New  York. 

When  that  is  submitted  to  by  the  people  of  Virginia,  no  longer  call  your- 
selves a free,  sovereign,  and  independent  state.  You  are  subdued — you  are 
conquered— vou  arc  provincialized— v'ou  have  lost  \ our  indi vidualitv.  And 
not  only  are  ihe-m  rippliances  luought  to  bear  upon  us.  but,  gentlemen  eiii- 
missaries  are  cveiyw  iicre  at  w'ork.  Tne  New  York  Herald  has  taken  up 
this  election,  and  has  proclaimed  to  the  world  that  it  is  arranged  in  New 
York  alreach'.  whence  ihe  sign  will  come,  I suppose,  that  hlr.  \Vi.se  is  to  be 
deteated  in  Virginia.  Bennett,  the  political  Fagan,  the  cross-eyed,  whining 
demon  of  politics,  who  has  made  himself  a milhonaire  by  black  mail— Ben-, 
nett,  whose  paper  1 never  would  allow  to  come  into  my  family' — Bennett, 
■w'lio  has  fed  the  vultures  rvith  the  very  lambs  of  society — the  man  who  has 
regarded,  no  purity,  no  sanctity,  iiothing  that  was  holy  or  sacred- — Beririctt 
has  dogged  me  in  ihi-  carm'ass,  witliout  an  open  competitor,  rvilh  his  reporter 
for  hi.s  paper — sending  here  that  instrument  to  catch  the -words  of  the  Vir- 
ginia slump — our  own  dormw-tic  stump — in  order  that  he  might  travesty 
ani  misrepre.-ent  and  b-  lie.  And,  too,  at  this  moment,  I have  to  endure 
that  the  ^Vhig  presses  of  the  state  have  tbrgotten  what  they  owe  to  the 
state — not  to  nv^ — -o  far  as  to  publish,  not  only  his  reports,  but  his  cards, 
vviiic.h  insult  the  stare  as  well  as  me.  That  is  tolerated,  t care  nothing 
about  that  minion  of  lU"  Herald.  I am  looking  at  higher  game,  I am  look- 
ing at  f he  Aiu-aloms,  at  the  Arnolds,  at  the  traiiors  of  ilic  north,  w'ho,  wielding 
the  power  of  tlie  Herald,  have  thought  to  put  me  down.  And  I suppose 
the  K now-Nothings  are  very  confident  that  they  wull  succeed.  Let  niC 
tell  tlicm  that  1 would  as  lief  die  a martyr  in  this  cause  as'' in  anv  ether 
cause.  Let  me  say  t/-  them  where  you  have  fastened  together  'W'higs  and 
Know-Nothings  and  Democrats,  wdien  you  get  tho-e  wlio  are  blindly  leaving 
th'^ir  party  to  place,  tiiom.-elvps  i:i  machinery — tho'^e  who  are  either  seeking 
olii.ee  or  are  disappointed  i:i  u.ot  gc'ttirig  otTice— and  when  you  have  thu.-  pu: 
me  down,  when  vou  havf.*  cr'-ishcd  the  .>la reholdi mg  powrrr  in  mv  eiechou, 
why  tlren  follows  a total  rcvolulion — a social  and  political  revolution,  not 
only  in  the  state  of  \hrgiui.a,  but  in  the  whole  south.  Gentlemen,  wiiat 
to  follow  from  this  ? Wrune  U it  to  end?  They  have  .‘^w.'gjt  the  Rorti.. 
They  liave  nine  g ’•vernors.  d’hey  claim  that  they  have  got  a maioiity 
elected  to  the  next  I I'.'Ltse  of  Representatives.  The v are  now  trying  ■'b- 
tain,  by  the  end  of  the  nesd  three  years,  a majordv  in  tb.c  Se;iate  of  ibe 
United  States ; but  if  1 am  elected  governor  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  ■'..■-b-  t 
will  be  the  r-tarc  of  thin"-  ' The  next  (fongre^s  will  a-:scmhle  on  thr  • ' 
Monday  in  Docctn.b.w  r.  -.c.  If  I he  ei#'cte*.I  goveru'U’  <..f  tb.o  stmo  oi  v i’* 
giiiia,  i.  shah  be  sworn  i.u  on  die  iir-t  of  .Jani.iary  next.  aVtul  now  j t.-:ii  yo^’^ 
what  will  be  the  cor}'em;enro,  Wlnm,  1 take  the  oath,  to  support  the  cmi-n- 
lution  cf  the  state  of  V’irgiiuu,  I will  remember  me  tliat  i will  be  inveewd 
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wilh  tl.K"'  miritia  power  of  the  stale  of  Virginia,  to  repel  invasion  and  to  sup- 
press ins':rrection.  No  man  loves  and  adores  the  Union  of  this  land  n-^ore 
than  I do.  1 have  heeii  taught  to  venerate  and  to  dierish  the  Union  of  these 
states,  it  is  tiie  holiest  of  all  rio!y  things.  I vronid  giadlr*  give  my  life,  rr_v 
blood,  as  a sacridee  to  save  it  if  required.  .Cut  i Icnovv  that  tlie  main  pillars 
of  the  Union,  the  main  props  and  supporters  of  tins  ]vii]adium,  are  the  pil- 
lars of  state  rigiits  and  smte  sovereignty.  (Apnhiuse.)  If  voii  place  rne 
with  your  sword  in  hand  by  that  great  pillar  of  Virginia  sovereignty.  1 pro- 
mise you  to  bear  and  Ibrbear  to  t-m  last  extremity.  I will  su.'fer  rnuely  suiter 
tong,  suiler  almost  anything  but  dishonor.  Jlut  it  in  my  estimation,  with 
the  union  of  the  states  as  it  is  with  tiie  union  of  mahdmony.  You  may  suiter 
almost  anything  except  di:>honor;  but  when  honor  is  touched  the  union  must 
be  dissolved.  (Loud  and  prolonged  eheeiiiig.)  1 will  not  say  that,  [ take 
back  the  words.  T will  not  allow  myself  to  contemplate  a dissolution  of  the. 
Union.  (Renewed  cheeUng.)  Nn,  we  will  still  try  to  save  iU  But  when 
tliC  worst  coines  to  the  womt,  if  compelled  to  craw  the  sword  cf  Virginia,  I 
wall  draw  it:  and  by  the  gods  of  the  state  and  her  holy  altars,  if  T am  com- 
pelled to  draw  it,  J will  desh  it  or  it  shall  pierce  my  body.  (Ib’ithusia.-lic 
cheering.)  And  I tell  you  more;  wm  have  got  aboiiaomsts  in  this  stat«. 
(voice  in  the  crowd — D — :i  the  Know-Nothings,”  and  great  laugl.ter. ; If 
I should  have  to  move,  some  of  the  first,  I fear,  against  whom  I should  have 
to  act.  would  be  some  within  our  own  limits-.  But  if  forced  to  fight.  I wdl 
not  coniine  myself  to  the  state  of  Virginia.  Aly  motto  will  be — 

, V . y/oe  to  the  coward  that  ever  he  was  born,  , 

That  did  not  draw  the  sword  before  he  blew  the  liorn.  (Loud  cheers.) 

Gentlemen,  I was  in  a very  poor  plight  to  speak  to  you  to-night.  Perhans 
I have  s[:okeri  already  too  long,  although  I have  not  said  half  what  .[  would 
say  to  you.  or  produced  half  the  evidence  wbdcli  I have  with  me.  All  I 
have  to  say  to  the  Democracy  is,  that  all  you  want  is  active,  earnest' organi- 
zation. (Cheers.)  Remember  that  if  these  Know-Nothings  bold  together, ' 
they  are  sworn,  compact  committees  of  vigilance.  Go  to  work,  tiien.  Or- 
ganize actively  everywhere.  Appoint  }'our  vigilance  committees,  but  take 
esp>ecial  care  that  no  Know-Nothings  are.  secret!}'  iind  unknown  to  you.  upon 
them,  i Cheers. I Be  prepared.  I have  gone  through  most  of  eastern  Virginia, 
and  in  spite  of  their  vaunting  I defy  them  to  defeat  me.  (Great  cheering  ) 
There  are- Indians  in  the  bus!],  hn.t  Dll  whack  on  the  bayonet,  and  lunge  at 
. every  shrub  in  the  srate.  tlil  I dnve  them  oo.t.  (Renewed  and  enthusiastic 
cheering.)  I teii  them  distinctly  there  shall  be  no  compromise,  no  parley.  I 
will  come  to  no  terms.  They  shall  either  crush  me  or  I w ill  crush  iliem  ::i 
this  state.  (Great  applaU'C.)  Of  the  conscientious  and  conPderate  and 
conservative  men  of  the  Vf  hig  party,  I would  ask  where  they  can  hnd  any- 
tiiiiig  in  bum.  shape,  t'l'mU-ncy  or  result,  thai  premises  so  much  (lestructive- 
ness  a-  Knew-Nothingism  1 riiallenge  them  to  compare  Kaow-NotliingUm 
v.  itlj  Democracy,  and,  to  tell  me  w'hat  it  is  in  D unocraev  that  they  cannot  touen 
in  comparison  with  Kuow-Nothingism.  I w u sav  that  I do  evnoct  th.u  rhe 
Democratic  nomiriati'-ms  in  this  fdiection  will. gain  the  support  of  some  of  tr.L- 
hrightost  Jewels  of  the  nig  party  in  tlie  st.ite.  (C'leers  and  laugiiter.I  f 
ih  fii  tlmm  and  extend  to  t icm  the  right,  hand  of  teiiow.'hip : . and  I be!ie-.'e 
« that  if  K'.now-NoLhingisin  ’an  claim  no  otimr  good  deed,  it  wib  at  le-u*:  etiert 
a reorganiz d;.'U  of  tiie  I emociatic  ^f  the  ■^tate  of  \brgiuii  uuoa 

h:g;  u‘  g.*;.fu;d.  more  al'ib..re'h  ;-uougvr  an  1 abler,  lo  ‘a.u-ve  It'-df  iuul 

the  country,  th:m  It  has  been  i^r  t'lO  bur  ’.  .venty-fi  ve  years.  Lett’u,:;.,  iiiea, 
boa-- 1 of  their  3d, 000  rnui  dO. 000  a.'ul  uO'.OtR)  maj-aities.  kVe  vGil  take -•'ur 
old  and  u.sual  majority — I will  be  salished  with  liiat.  ^^Ciiec.us  anu  laughter.) 
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And  to  obtoii!  it,  I wovdd  not  flatter  you,  the  pro[fle,  “ if  yon  were  Xeptunc, 
for  his  trir'^’nf,  or  Jove  ibr  Ills  power  to  tljuiulcr.”  I will  deceive  no  non; 
I will, liurtnv-fnir.de  no  voter.  (Laeirliter.)  I vriii  condescend  to  nothing  irrrhp- 
coming  a gentleman.  I will  conduct,  thi.s  canvass  throughout  in  such  a luan- 
ner  as  .will  command  your  respect  and.  prescj-ve  my  own  self-respect.  Cml 
grant  tlrat  I may  live  ihrough  tiie  can.piaicn.  If  I continue,  to  speak  a.s  1 
Slave  been  doing,  I doubt  very  much  whether  I can  survive  it.  B”.t,  'cunk 
or  suing  live  or  died'  I v.  ill  do  iny  dut\’  ; crtd  •'•if  lRo.me  falls,  I am  inno- 
cent.’' 

hf'-.  'Aisc,  then  retired,  amid.st  enthusiDstic  cheering,  and  the  meeting  at 
once  di.-persed. 


DISTIXGriSIIEP  DEMOCKATIG  OEATOES  Go  THE  CANVASS. 

’ Among  other  distinguished  gentlemen  who  tocA  the  stump  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  State,  during  the  campaign,  were  the  following.  Hon.  Shelton  F. 
Leake,  of  31adi?i?n  • JJc.^srs.  Jarae.s  Lyons,  and  Patrick  H.  Ajicct,  of  ilichmond, 
(this  gentleman  especially  ueserve.s  the  thanks  of  the  Democracy  for  his  arduous 
labours  and  repeated  disseetioim  of  .Know  Xothingism) ; ulaj.  James  Gariand, 
and  Charles  Irving,  of  Jwnchburg  ; iloger  A.  Pryor,  of  the  Ilichmond  Enqui- 
rer ; A.  1).  Banks,  of  the  Soiithside  Democrat;  I\.  K.  hleade,  of  Petersburg; 
Ooh  William  M.  Howerton,  of  Halifax ; Senator  James  M.  Mason,  of  Frede- 
rick; Dr.  Clement  H.  Harris,  of  Augusta;  William  M.  Treadway,  of  Pittsyl- 
vania ; Henry  L.  HopKin.^.  of  Powharao,  lar.e  Spe.aker  of  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates; Vy'iliiaiu  Cabell  Flournoy,  of  Prince  Edwardy;  and  others. 

Id  the  western  portion  of  the  State,  very  great  and  arduous  services  were 
rendered.  Coii.s|)icuo’us  among  the  Democratic  speakers,  was  Mr.  Elisha  If. 
ivk-r  lomas,  who  m.ade  an  active  and  most  succes.^fLil  tour  through  almost  the 
entire  west,  Ex-Governor  John  B.  Floyd,  of  Wa.ihington  county,  did  hercukaa 
service,  aud,  by  Ins  judicious  ai raogemeuts  for  r.be  canvass  in  his  district,  p.ro- 
tluced  a majority  there  unprecedented  in  the  political  annab  of  ‘•'  Little  Tennes, 
see.”  in  tise  nortirwest,  con.'5  riccous  among  the  speakers,  were  Hon.  Sherrard 
Cleuiens,  of  Wl-ecling,  and  Mr.  Benj,  W.  Jackson,  of  Fleasants  county.  In 
the  Yailcy,  Col.  Wrn.  H.  Harniun,  of  Augusta,  and  James  W.  Massie,  of 
Hoekbridg'-^,  were  very  a’ole  and  efficient. 

ahe  Fvamiiicr  had  the  hdiowieg  notice  of  the  canvass  in  that  Important  dis. 
triet  of  tiu.'  Smte — “ Little  T-.-nnessec.” 

GumiiniTs  Ltttue  Tunnesser. — We  hear  daily  more  and  more  encouragint: 
tidings  friun  the  Democracy  of  thi.s  Heart  of  Midlothian.  In  spi'c  of  the  fib 
laeious  ass'  veratlmis  of  ihe  Know  Nothings  to  the  contrary.  fJrtle  Tcnlic^s^■c 
will  give,  tb.-  r)<unocrar re  ricket  a tnrdorlty  of  (wo  tliousand  at  the  very  iov^c-U 
figure.  .MuMuLtj.N'  w 11  beat  both  hia  Know  Kothiug  competitors — Trk.G  enu 
MARriN — by  a large  n •ti'.rlry. 

I'he  sci'vid's  of  Mr.  'U.  ii.  Co<)k,  of  Carroll  county,  have?  been  cfheient  an  i 
*nvidi,abia  !,i  tiic  oauv'^-^-,  IL*  fuis  met  Trhu;  twice  on  the  stump  in  a a,;.:a  u 
L-dt  neiihcr  Lis  poor  victi!n  nor  fhe  people  who  witnessed  tiiC  oe-hu.gh'. 
will  ever  forget.  He  Im.s  Lad  Oarroil  and  Grayson  in  his  especial  keeping,  and 
the  result  in  those  two  eouulie.s  Will  atloot  the  elieeciYeae»s  of  IF  ialoiw  ua  the 
Democra do  cause. 
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Nor  has  Col.  Bex.  Ktjsh  Floyd,  of  ^yJthevilIe,■  nFiowed  the  imperative  calls 
of  .his  pr'^'fession  to  interfore  with  his  duty  as  a Democrat,  liis  speeches  at 
Wvtbcvilie  are  pronounced  the  most  powerful  ever  <lelivered  in  that  count)', 
and  has  told  with  crushing  efi’ect  li.poa  the  Know  Notlhug  cause.  The  electiun 
of  G'WUAYi,  in  Wythe,  is  set  down  as  a fixed  fact. 

Tiios.  L.  iToE-TON,  Es.'j.,  has  .surpri.-'Cd  lii.->  warmest  admirers  hy  the  ahility 
and  ehnjucnce  of  lii.s  speeches  in  denunciation  of  Know  Noihingi>. m.  lie  has 
gone  fivmi  precinct  Lo  precinst,  and  man  to  man,  crying  aloud  and  sparing  not. 
Ti\e  Order  boasted  that  they  had  secured  the  county  and  fettered  its  voters  be- 
fore the  canvass  commenced;  but  Kr.  Plieston  has  knocked  the  .-scales  froru 
the  eyes  of  die  people,  broken  up  tlie  pirns  of  the  enemy,  and  cumpletely  de- 
stroyed rue  work  of  tire  Order.  His  eiection,  in  Smyth,  we  arc  assured,  is  a 
cert  ail!  event. 

ibit  what  sbail  we  say  of  that  brave  man  — that  fearless  champion  of  Pomoc- 
racy  throuL'h  evil,  and  thrornjrh  good  report — wdio  can  neir.her  be  driven  by  treo.- 
cherj  ir.ir  seduced  by  fiattery  from  the  cau,^o  in  which  be  was  born  and  i-'cirKt, 
for  wddeh  he  has  lived  and  fought,  and  wdiich.  has  never  yet  failed  or  faltered  iii 
his  district  w'hen  As  was  in  the  field — the  Achilles  of  the  Southwest — JoHX 
B.  h LOYD f 

The  secret  Ordier  had  already  stolen  a march  upon  the  Democracy  in  Wash- 
ingtoa  county.  They  alremiy  boasted  to  have  captured  and  bound  and  fetiered, 
by  Oaths  and  pledges,  a imijority  of  the  of  the  county.  The  Doiruo- 

crats  were  taken  by  surprise,  and  h;ul  already  been  surrouud''d  before  they  knew 
that  the  prowding  enemy  was  near  them.  They  turned  to  Floyd,  and  appealed 
to  him,  with  mids  already  counted  against  them,  to  take  the  ricld  an>i  attack  the 
enemy  in  his  Ktuilications.  kfith  a noble  unselS-bness  be  coiiscG'ed  to  be  a 
candidate  f..r  an  oiiice  he  did  not  w'ant.  . lie  took  the  stump,  spoke  in  every 
nook  and  corner,  saw  every  man,  and  addressed  every  dozen  men  in  the  coiui'y. 
He  burst  up  lod:zes,  arid  scattered  dismay  and  consternation  aiming  the  fndow- 
ers  of  the  dark  lantern.  He  has  redeemed  the  county  by  a seri-^'s  of  spccchee 
surpassing  even  himself  in  aldliry  and  power,  and,  as  a Whig  adversary,  di-Dn- 
giiishedi  for  inteHitrence,  and  no  friend  of  Hr.  ,Peoyd,  says,  never  surpas-ra  be- 
fore in  any  political  contest  in  this  country.  He  has  crushed  the  puny  adver- 
saries that  have  been  pitted  against  him-— as  the  president  of  a Know  iSothing 
council  and  adversary  tells  it,  taking  them  by  couples,  and  knocking  tlmir  block 
heads  tc'gether,  and  jarring  out  every  grain  of  sense  they  ever  contaiiiL-H. 

Having  secure-fl  his  own  conntv.  he  has  gone  into  the  unvisited  counties  of 
Lee  an:]  dcott,  crushing  out  the  Order  by  his  p^mderous  blows,  and  speaking 
everywhere  Vydth  a power  never  before  known  there.  In  ifeott,  hist  lU'mday 
week,  he  spoke  with  peculiar  ability,  and  wirh  such  cirect  that  an  old  Meflr.dist 
niioister  exclaimed,  as  he  closed,  Ood  never  made  the  man  w'ho  ever  delivered 
such  a speech  as  that.'^ 

Aniong't  the  distinguished  Whigs  who  took  ground  against  Know  Nothingisin, 
and  acted  with  the  Democracy,  wore  the  following:  Thomas  d.  iMichie,  of 
Staunton:  Judge  Kobert-on,  of  Kicbmnnd;.  John  Y.  Gh'dsoo,  of  IDtershurg  ; 
and  3iaj.  John  X.  L.  I’reston,  of  the  \ irginia  hlilitary  Institute. 

We  here  insert  the  letter  of  Hr,  Hiehie,  ?s  distinguished  for  its  ability  and 
the  itiuuence  it  exerted  over  the  popular  mind. 

Hid.  HICniE'S  LETTER. 

Stau.ntox,  A]>rit  f'th,  1S55. 

Hy  Dear  Sir  : — On  my  return  ta-;hiy  from  Siicnand.iah,  vhcrc  1 La.d  hcc:i , 
tor  ilic  hLst  week,  attending  a session  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  that  county,  i r„- 
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celvcd  your  kina  and  flattering  invitation  to  address  the  people  of  iRichinoti.l 
City.- 

' j^ermit  me  to  tovuler  to  yourself  and  tlie  committee  from  whom  it  einanared. 
ir.v  arateful  thanks  tor  the  nonpar  you  have  done  me.  Ihit  L fear  that 
and  nna\  'tiJa;de  professional  on  no  foments,  vdil  place  it  our  of  iny  povrer  ?<' 
visit  Jucamond  i)etvvccn  tliis  time  and  the  4th  Thursday  in  May.  On  the  Iddi 
ii-.'t..  I must  bo  in  iloekhiadge.  and  thence  to  ilighland,  t’nis  place,  and  Al'bcr- 
inarle,  in  rapid  succession.  Mi;44n'?,  1 assure  you,  would  give  ir,e  mere  pTu- 
5ure  than  to  addrens  the  inteUigeuc  people  of  IlichnionJ,  on  the  interesUim 
r(';e.s*i(ms  of  ike  present  canvass-'-to  toil  them  how  blighting  to  the  free  spirii 
of  our  country  the  secret  mystery  of  Know  Kothingism  miust  prove — how  dc- 
inrvalizing  it  will  he  to  our  own  children,  the  hiTiCrto  hiuh-mitided,  open- 
hearted,  hold  youths  of  Yiozinia,  to  be  enucaited  in  the  sneaking  arts  of  secr-.r-y 
and  espionage — -to  be  taught  by  timir  fnbers  to  spy  out  ail  the  political  aerions 
of  their  feilov./  men.  and  yet,  to  keep  their  own  actions  and  obiects/^  in  lem- 
reiice  to  matters  which  necessarily  concern  all,  a profound  secret — to  piibli:-h 
platforms  of  /mr/'c/uM'/  principles,  suited  to  every  latitude  and  every  taste,  for 
the  purpose  of  gainimr  prosolyres,  widle  they  feel  the  degradirnr  consciousness 
that  tia.'V  arc  pr. diibirod,  by  horrible  Oaths,  from  ever  revealing  their  real  oljects 
arM  printd[des  oat.side  of  their  Order — ami  while  a di.yrusted  woidd  is  f u'cerl  to 
C'Uioludc,  either  that  their  platf.!rms  are  filed  with  hdse  j,rofes.?ions,  intended  to 
nddsad,  or  that  tho'^c  who  publish,  them  ain  perjured. 

ii  !S  any  party  a right  to  poliucal  secrets  ? lii  private  associations  men  may 
ooriceal  mauers  which  coneem  themselves  alone.  But  politics,  relating  neec'- 
serily  To  the  ail'urs  or  conduct  of  a'governmeiit,  in  which  every  citizen  has  an 
e^-ual  stake,  how  can  a party  be  tolerated  in  withholding,  from  any  portion  ot 
cur  wilzens,  ini’onnaLinu  on  a subject  which  viudiy  concerns  every  one  of  them  ? 
In  a small  partnership,  if  a poraon  of  the  partners  were  to  conceal  'Tom  the 
r.atdheir  designs  in  reference  to  the  social  funds^  tlieir  associates  so  e-sciudcd. 
\7(!uid  bo  justided  in  forming  a comdusiori  of  dishouesty,  and  a court  of  jusdee 
wo'.ili  interfere.  In  the  ordinary  iafercourse  or  life,  an  honest  man  of  ordinary 
h umasiky,  p unpssod  of  a secret  wiiich  concerns  his  neighbor's  interests,  i -ds 
\ jtiud  I‘>y  a high  moral  obligation  to  di,''-eIose  it  to  him,  whom  it  interests.  Yet 
here  i.s  a political  party  intermeddiing  in  tl\e  dark  with  fhe  affairs  of  govern- 
whi.dr  involve  your  and  my  life,  liberry  and  propvrry,  and  those  of  our 
cbibirc.a,  am.i  of  millions  of  others,  and  yet  they  coolly  refuse  to  let  us  know 
vluit  their  objects  :ire  until  we  shall  be  informed  by  such  result  as  they  nmy 
Iw-rcaiter  pro  iuen  By  their  owti  sbowittg  they  are  eneujies  of  popuhm  govern- 
r.vUi-— tor  in  such  a government  the  whole  community  participates. 

1>UL  they  show  their  enmity  in  various  other  forms.  They  practically  deiyv 
t.,.o  capacity  of  the  people  to  govern,  and  tlierefore  establish  aristocratic  C'>un- 
mbs,  widi  a gr:at  consolidating  and  eoriri-oHing  head,  located  nio.'t  iltlv,  S'aiiiv- 
wa^u'c  r\o-\T  ‘''flic  five  pointT’  in  ti:e  c:"y  of  Kew  York,  lhawer  wi'ii  them.  i;<- 
•m  l td  Ij'.ung  vested  in  tlic  rmonle  and  eruiina ting  from  thorn,  is  vested  in  cicT'-e 
nr;.u.;.fr:Uic  coancils.  The  theory  of  nur  govermuenfc  rcipiires  an  appeal  from 
arnWocravy  to  the  people.  Know  Nothingism  reverses  that  theory,  by  providu.g 
in  nl!  '‘a.-ns  arj  c.iu.^ea]  from  the  p^v.>ple  to  aiistocracy. 

Ii  the  p'/.of-h:  h‘-‘d  cap.acity  for  .''Clf-goverDineiit,  this  self-stvleJ  A.nn:!  io 
('Pu;erv,  Abisrigina.l ; j party  deny  t'm.-ir  honesty.  Therefore,  they  are  ii  'ver 
trujtoil  e.vcept  undm'  oadi.  And  again,  while  the  snirit  of  o’tr  insritutioo.^  r .'- 
opurvs  every  mtunm  to  mmrci,-:e  hm  own  best  judgment  in  vodug  for  all  'df  ; ' 
‘d  government — tun-  w.  uuetd'iil  uiveiitiori  nf  Yankeeumu  in:  juires  him  t*'  ^ 

uiiu.cjU  by  soh'uiu  ()arh,  not  to  exerc^^e  his  own  judgment  at  ail,  hut  to  gi^'d  '* 
vote  a.s  the  m ijoiaty  <d’  camm.s,  if.-ogf  .suliservient  to  tl.io  mand.-itG  rd‘  a.  .'U  - - 
ru-r  eaucu;',  may  order.  Tiiesc  are  st.artiing  novelties  to  an  Aiueric.in  ' U- 
4et^  Know  ATthingism^  bold  in  Llils  respect  alone,  in  ail  others  sknihiiig. 
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dc-Tijinrf  its  name,  denying  its  association,  refusing  to  make  known  Its  ou- 
lects,  hidm^r  in  dark  caverns  with  hets  and  owls,  denoances  all  as  atdi- 
Anirrican  who  will  not  adopt  its  dogmas  I I should  like  to  discuss  and 
dissect  til’;  tn-mstcr,  not  only  under  the  preceding  liead,  but  many  others,  and 
especially  its  kcuerulisni.  [ should  like  to  ^how  the  people  of  Kichmond,  and 
the  whole  South,  the  cuunlug  device  of  the  Koovr  Nothing  nominee  for  Gover- 
nor, instilled  into  him,  no  doubt,  by.  the  same  masters  under  v.'hom  he  learned 
his  'Ahinericanism,’'  by  which  he  asks  the  people  of  Virginia  to  deprive  them- 
sel\cs  cf  ali  ground  of  resistance  hereafter,  to  the  Aorthern  plan  of  in'-erven- 
tion  ill  our  domestic  affairs^ — by  intervening  iu  a crusade  against  Catholics  end 
foreigners,  not  because  she  is  suuering  any  inconyenience  from  them  iieisuif,  but 
in  order  lo  rid  her  si.sier  titates  of  the  nuisance. 

But  I console  myself,  under  my  inability  co  obey  your  call,  by  the  reflection 
that  if  i Trent,  it  would  only  contribute  the  feeble  light  of  a candle,  to  rliat 
glorious  suii  vihich  has  shone^and  which  continues  to  shine  among  you  and  en- 
lighten you  till  the  day  of  election.  Wise, and  Douglas,  and  a host  of  others, 
have  told  you  more  tlnan  I can  tell.  But  as  I have  been  a hVAig — only  say  for 
me  to  my  old  Whig  friends,  that  I have  looked  carefully  under  the  cloak  of 
Know  NotLGgiiin — have  lifted  vr’th  a daring  band  the  veil  that  covered 
the  face  of  the  Bropliet  Sam,  and  satisfied  myself  well  that  it  is  not  Whig- 
gery-  as  I had  always  understood  it,  and  as  I knew*  it  was  understood  and  pro- 
lessG‘i  by  thousands  of  honest  and  ’jatdotic  men,  hut  w.onsinim  liorre'nthrn<.  In- 
formi  iitgens  uni  lamev.  redeinpiiun.  xes,  as  blind  us  a bat,  and  as  d:irk  as 
Erebus.  Let  them  beware,  of  it,  as  they  love  their  lives  and  high  reputaTion. 
History  informs  us  of  many  secret  polincal  parties,  but  not  of  one  thar;  1 re- 
member, which  has  not  been  .damned  by  impartial  posterity.  This  pasty  has 
much  besides  its  secrecy  to  give  it  an  earlier  and  deeper  condemnation  than  that 
which  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  its  predecessors.  If.  the  Democratic  party  should 
follow  its  lead,  what  a Hell  upon  earth  their  underground  light  would  make, 
yet  it  would  plead  example,  and  the  responsibility  would  be  Sam’s. 

With  high  regard, 

' ' ■ . / TUGS.  J.  MICHIE. 

• ■ i . . ' ■■  '■  ■ «.' 

YILGIXIA  DEMOCBATIG  OBGANIZATIOX. 

The  Democratic  party,  not  deeming  it  wise  to  despise  their  secret  foe,  and 
wishing  i.o  hand  dotvn  to  their  children  tliC  political  e.scutche.on  of  their  State 
untarni.shed,  thought  it  provident  and  well  to  organise  omciently,  in  order  to  go 
into  a contest  with  unbroken  column  and  solid  phalanx.  Acetwdicgly  iheir 
executive  committee  for  the  State, met,  Feb.  12th,  and  appointed  the  followiDg 
congressional,  senatorial  and  county  electors. 

COXGRESSiOXAL  ZRECIORS.  ^ " 

First  Congressional  District — Ilo.  L.  htontague  of  rliddlesez. 

Sccoml  I)istriet — IMordccai  ('ooko  of  Xorfolk  City. 

Third  Diswict — V II.  Avl-  :t  of  Fi.;hmond  City. 

i'''.'urth  District — B.  K.  diemie  of  Detersburg, 

i’  iftli  !/istrict — A.  Huuhas  Dillard  of  Henry. 

Fowl;  Di,-trict — Wm.  J.  Uabertson  oi  Albemarle. 

Seventh  District — Benj.  il.  Berry  of  Alexandria. 
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I Eighth  District — Thos.  M.  Isbell  of  Jefferson.  ' 

\ •Nio'h  Dislriei'—Goo.  E.  Dcnenle  of  lYockingham , 

Tenth  District — Sberrard  Clemens  of  'Wheeling. 
K'levealh  District — llenj.  W.  duebson  of  Wood. 

■ Twelfth  District — A.  A.  Chopnivin  of  Marion. 

" Tbirteenth  District — Jno.  B.  riovd  of  \\htsbin2tOD, 


I ^ , . . . 

t 1st  Senatorial  District- 


2d 

do. 

Sd 

do. 

4ih  •' 

do. 

' 5tb 

do. 

Bth 

do. 

7tU 

do. 

8th  . 

■ . do. 

9 th 

do. 

lOrh 

do. 

11th  ,. 

do. 

12th 

do. 

}3ih 

do: 

Uth 

do. 

15th 

do. 

16tb 

do. 

17  th 

' • do. 

18tb 

do. 

19  th 

do. 

29th' 

do. 

2 1st 

do. 

22d 

do. 

23JG 

do. 

' 24th 

do. 

25rh 

do. 

2‘lth 

do. 

27th 

do. 

2Sth 

do. 

29  th 

do. 

bOih 

do. 

3Pt 

do. 

32nJ 

■do. 

3dd 

do. 

S-!  th 

do. 

35th 

do. 

S6th  - 

do. 

37th 

do. 

3Sth 

do. 

39  th 

do. 

MO  til 

do. 

List 

do. 

42d 

do. 

43d 

do. 

44  di 

do. 

45  th 

do. 

4Gth  ’ 

do. 

47th 

do. 

SENATORIAL  ELECTOI13. 

-L.  J,  Bell  of  Accornec. 
limiter  W’oodis  of  N'rrfolk  City, 

S.  Wbcfler  of  Norodk  Courity. 
Jam<^s'ih  Croeher  of  Isle  of  I'-’ight,  • 
E.  IB.  'Masse i» burg  of  Somhamptoii. 
Thos.  IV" a Tl 'ice  of  Petersburg. 

Lewis  E.  Harvie  of  Amelia. 

Ale.x.  Ji.nes  of  Chestertitrld. 

IB  in.  C.  Eiournoy  of  Prince  Edward. 
Win.  B.  Bv'kcraill  of  Mecklenburg. 

J.  llerl  1 Smith  of  Pittsylvania. 

IBm,  M.  Il'iwerton  of  Halifax. 

Arcldd  SOim  t of  Patrick. 

Austin  M.  Trible  of  Bedford. 

Tho.s.  K.  Kirkpatrick  of  Lynchburg. 
WT  K.  C.  Doiiglns  of  New  Kent. 

Jodin  B.  Young  of  lleririco. 

Geo.  IV,  Pandolph  of  Bicbmond  City, 
John  T.  Seawell  of  Gloucester. 

K.  (jlajbrook  of  NortbumberjaiuL 
IV'm.  B.  Ayletr  of  King  lYiliiam.  . 
Eustace  Conway  of  Spottsylvania, 
.Kppa  Iliinton  of  Prince  IBiliiani. 
Ihivid  I'unsten  of  Alexandria. 

Jno.  IB.  IJinor  of  Loudoun. 

J.  Y.  Menifjo  of  Bappahannock, 

A.  B.  Bi.-ikej  of  Madison. 

Burrell  Snead  of  Albemarle. 

IV.  D.  ..G^ake  of  Go'ochland. 

}>.  M.  I.^owitr  of  Nelson. 

IVYn.  Lucas  of  JfoTerson. 

G.  T.  B.-irhce  of  Hardy. 

Tho.s.  T.  Eauntleroy  of  Frederick. 

J.  S.  Calvert  of  Sheuendoah. 

John  T.  Harris  of  Bockingham, 

Il'iri.  II.  Harman  of  Augusta. 

Jas.  IV.  Massie  of  Bockbridge. 

Oliver  H.  Gray  o'’  Botetourt. 

BVm.  [I.  Cook  of  Carroll. 

G'.  IV,  <d.  Browne  of  Tazcvteli. 

Isaac  J.  Lt  frwieb  of  IB y the. 

Sam’l.  V.  i'ulkersnn  of  Lee. 

T.  ’Mnu  Eng;;-!;  of  I.-guo 
it.  E.  l^enijis  of  Greoni?rier. 

Jemmiah  Wellman  of  IVayre. 

A.  d.  Smith  of  Harrison. 

James  Necsou  of  Marion. 
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4S!b  Senatorial  District — Benj,  Bassell,  .Tr,,  of  Upsbur. 
40th  ■ do.  ’ ^ym.  (>.  Dro'nn  of  Prf'sO?]!, 
50rli , do.  'Canipbeli  Tan-j  Jr.,  of  Brooke. 

couorrr  elugtoi;?.  , . 


Arro77^crc — J.  47.  H.  Parker, 

Alhav.i'.irle — Dr.  W.  G.  pogers, 

'Alexandria — George  L.  Gordon. 

AJlc'ilany  and  Bath — Saimiei  Carpenter. 
A'meUa~~Wm.  Gregorv. 

Ko.tlon'oij — Thomas  Kewlett.  ^ - 

Ajnh.erst — Dr.  8.  G.  Gibson.  . 

pprjmatfj.'X — S.  D.  JlePearmoD. 

AiajusUi — J.unes  II.  Skinner.  ' ■ 

lyu'Lo'ur — A.  G.  Pegor. 

Bedford — Samuel  G.  Davis.  . . . 

Brnhelni! — 3L  S.  Gran  ■ham.  . 

JSjtttourt — B.  F.  hliller. 

Cro.i'j — Ro.  M.  7'iley. 

Braxf.rm  and  ABcholxs — Jonathan  Koiiier. 
BrooJ:-- — 4ym.  D-jCamps. 

Hancock — Tbos.  Bambrick. 

Bnutsicdck — Piobt.  J).  Turnbull. 

Buckintjhcnn — R.  4C.  Hubard.- 
Cahdl — Peter  C.  Buffington. 

Camrd-di — 4yGa,  T.  iancey.  ^ - 

Caroliric — Jno.  Vdashington. 

Carro’! — Ino.  Carroll. 

Charles  Cily, 

Jennes  City,  and  E.  YvTiddiil  and  H.  T.  Jones. 

AToo  /C  0^,  j 

Ckarlottc — Yv'^m.  H.  Dennis.  . ' 

Chcsterfiedd — Alex.  Cogbill. 

Ci.arB: — E.  YC  Olassie. 

Culpeper — Jno.  4r,  Bell, 

Curfdie>rla;uf  and')  Creed  D.  Coleman.  > 
Fovdattan,  j Henry  L.  Hopkins. 

in  V idd ic—J a m c s R dssfjau . 

TJoddridje  and  Tyler — Chapman  J.  Sterrart. 
JTizaCth'  Cify — ']  James  B.  Hope.  . 

IC/rmY/r — | '\dm.  G.  Young. 

Juffi—  [ J.  13.  C us  n ah  an. 

\\  llliardshuryh — 1 Talbot  Sweenev. 

Ersf\c — • ) J.  }{.  Mali  hews. 

Kina  and  Qae.rii — j J.  M.  Jetfries. 
ddtirfaj: — J no.  Potveil. 
dhxnqaic}' — Silas  B.  Hunter. 

Fayefte  and.  Ralj  iyh — Aaron  Stockton.  m ; 
Flayd — Harvey  ])r-ski  ts. 

Fhujonna  — Uo.  H.  It  ore. 

Frui  llin — IVm.  H.  i’.iwards. 

Frederick— T.  31.  Holladay. 

Oiks — James  Johnson.  . . ■ 

aimer — Sam'l  ij.  Hays.  ' 

IhVg — R.  8.  Bruvrn.  ■ 
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. , Glonrnter — "Wm.  B.  Tuliafcrro.  - ..••••  fr.- ; - 

Gnnrh/a n<! — YG  W.'Go.'b}'.  ; \ 

(int/f.ion — vS;i!nM  McCiimaiit.  . 

(//•c-r/'  I V^'yatt  S.  Gcazlej.  - 

Oran'i^-: — \ Juo.  V/clcl!.  ■ ■" 

(,'n  > and  ) ().  A.  Claiboriio.  ■ * 

G«,i<rn—  \ Hieliinona  i'\  Dillard. 

IhiHficr — YGoodson  Hucrbcs.  . , 

Jl  ^ianddrc — A.  AIcDocaldj  Jr. 

' DdvvM  TT.  Morris.  ' ‘ 

F.  W.  Allen. 

Jhirn'.yj/i — Kobt.  Jchnstoii.  . , , ’ b - ' " . 

Jfmrico — Dan’i  E.  Gardner.  ■ , - ' 

JI‘/}fi/ — Grco.  Hairston.  ' • • 

Jif;/hi‘U<ri-—Ad;.im  Scepliensoiij  Jr. 

Ida  nf  Vf'ujJit — C.  E.  iladea.  ' . . ' . ■ 

Jttf!:.<an — li.  Fitzliuej  Jr,  , • 

Jtjj'rri^an — r'-  K.  Dunavin,  , b ' v.  . 

K-tunirhx! — Jno.  A.  Vv’arrh, 

AAA;/  f/ro/v/e  o}id  StnfGrd — Cbas.  Mason,  Jno.  C.  Moncure. 
Knaj  Wiiliam — bVm.  Hill.  . t 

r and  Xaythiirnhc/do.nd — Addison  ilaU.  ^ , 

A < — S.  S.  ” ■ 


unp 

a:  ? — . r n n . E ra  o non. 

J. 

i:.  i>.  AAddy 
-Geo.  EuA. 


(Yame  and.  W.yominq — -St.  Clair  Ballard,  James  Sliannon. 
Lnnda~i::  B.  Vdaddy. 


In 

— VAn.  J.  XeblitL 

'' 

;’/ 1 

— llios.  J.  li nmphreys, 

y ■ ■ '• 

— b\Gn,  J.  T\'i'.lc-an 

... 

•r.'ha/l — Ibu-h  by”.  j^riL'O. 

• , - ■ 

M ! 

’•■o./,  — Jfi'hn  Green  AArs'maii. 
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arJ,  Geo.  L X'lcolson. 

JA 

rfd-:n fmr;/-—  p f ark  Alexander, 

Jr, 

j 

rccr--(lcn.  \V . iGari^. 

\f , 

' "'//■■  A/ — Hr.  31.  jbent. 

pr.. 

Harrison. 

M-. 

; 7-v — lariHS  C.  Taylor. 

M ■ 

/.J,. — GcUer  I'vch'n 

"■'■^'00.7./— H.  ][.  Kelly. 

A' 

— Dr.  L.  X.  L’eron, 

Pv'. 

Xo.  EIotv. 

A'- 

L'-unfi/ — Tan]>''s'  ]'*r.rtlo 

ck. 

inn.ai — divers  W.  Fisher. 

i'O 

V — A mircw  Kevsev. 

a. 

-“-■bJn  T.  IluEoli. 

iJ 

b " 'V  — i'.divard  T uc-m. 

■ ''  ' ■'  — A,  S.  X<  !’m.r;nt. 

..  - 

ib 

ovA-^.-,; — Frarieis  H,  Elves. 

I’u 

'Ayboed/  — Walter  Coles,  Jr. 
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and  Jldr/i,  — A,  (J.  { 
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.Fbolps, 
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A.  F.  M.ir’rm. 

lriVi‘:.n  Kdiinind^  yi'iiice  iGoyna 

and 
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— Sam’i  C.  Axuder-son, 
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prinre  WP^tain — Chns  E.  Sinclair. 

11.  M.  Craic;. 

rufnam — Duii’l  E.  IV'asLington.  i 

iid  -n  doiph—i^  a m ’ 1 0 rane . . ' ' . . 

Jlnppr,  hininocJ: — Kob’l  8.  V ;i33.  ■ ' , ■ 

Jli,chmo)ul  (Jifp — IVm.  E,  Watson.' 

Richmond  Cmnti/  and  ]Ve.<'iiwrelav.f] — •Henry  T. 'Garnett, 

Roanoke — Wrn.  31.  Ooolr.  / - 

, RonJjridnc — Jair.es  B.  Borman.  - . 

RimJ:dimfnixrn-—Yi.  A Shands.  . - • 

Ra^sdl — George  Coovan.  . 

R:ofl — il.  A.  jJorrisG'n.  - , 

R’iev.aadooh — 'Sam’l.  C.  Williams.  ' . . 

Rmijdt — STiram  A.  G reaver.  c-,'-- 

R.nidurrantcin — Francis  Kidley. 

Spols'jdrijnia — Gabriel  Johnson.  , 

Taplor — J.  T.  CiUTjv 
T'i::cv:d’ — 3Vm.  P.  Cecil. 

UpRur — llich'd  L.  Brown. 

Vdanren — Ilarisen  l)•'>^se3^ 

Vduhiiujton — Isaac  B.  Burua, 

W'apnc — dos.  J.  MansScld. 

Wetzd — Prc.sley  Martin. 

' lYoodi — John  Spencer. 

Vdjtlie — Ale.^.  Matthews. 

On  motion  cJ  3Ir.  HugheSj  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Besolved,  That  this  cornmifctvco  reconiinonds  that  meetings  of  the  partv-  be' 
called  in  each  of  the  election  districts  of  the  counties,  at  the  earliest  pi --icticnlile 
datg  for  the  purpose  of  app^'iinting  vigilance  com?:aittees  for  the  elecrioii  di.stricti, 
and  that  each  of  such  districts  appoint  two  meiiihers  of  a general  cs;'eutl\e 
coiiimiitee  for  the  county,  and  that  the  electors  for  the  counties  be  requested  lO 
aid  in  promoting  the  object  of  this  resolution.  ■ - 

• . JOIIX  FvUTIIEIlFOOIlB.  Chairman. 

■ MBi.  F.  IlllClllE,  Seedy.  ‘ ■ 


At  a subsequent  meeting  they  adopted  the  following  address  : 

To  the  Rtojde  of  Virginia  : , 

Felh.v.v  eiti7:-:?ns  ; The  BemocraHc  Stato  Bights  Bepublican  party  have  nreseu- 
•teu  to  you  th.eir  candida.tes  for  the  Executive  oiliccs,  which  are  to  bo  hilul  ty 
your  election,  oil  the  fourth  Thursday  in  May  next.  Tuose  c.indidaros  b.ite 
been  selected  by  our  U'Ual  orga-uizatiou,  as  faithful  repropeutatives  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  OUT  pmuy,  and  as  nicu  emiceiitiy  oualiTod  to  ferform  ail  the  dut:<-'  ot 
the  high  |d:iccs  for  winch  they  ure  proposed.  Bccognizing  the  vital  iuiport...nce 
of  the  result  of  th.e  approaehittg  elections  to  our  party  and  to  our  com. try,  ihe 
^GState  Beiiiocratie  Executive  (..'onimittee”  make  an  earne.u,  ap'peai  f'»r  pour  ..c- 
op.'ratiou  in  the  C'Uitest  which  now  oogaEcs  the  attemion  af  the  wh  do  1 unuj. 

Our  parA  had  its  oriuiu  in  the  tnudicsc  days  of  the  present  G-ug,  'i.u'acy. 
"\\  hen  the  Gonstitution  was  ilrst  p.it  In  operation,  two  ant.'.g.,'niotic  pni  ie.,'  -•'rug'- 
gh.d  fnr  an.-end.-incy.  One  snuglit  L.a  coniine  the  ITderai  Govcnuie.-nt  wi’.hiu 
tm-  .'■rrict  and  .ieluied  Iimit.s  of  tiao  Gonst icutiem, — u\oidmg  the  exermsc  of  all 
Uuul.ii'al  powers,  and  aiming  otily  at  those  objects  which  the  framers  of  the 
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ConstitTifion  liati  flesignatefl  in  unequivocal  terms  as  Icgitiraats  to  the  Centml 
Government.  Tiiis  par^y  exacted  an  iirdicsitafirig  homage  to  the  visdoiu  of  the 
august- authors  of  that  iMstrumont,  and  sought  to  administer  the  g;avernnient  in 
rigid  conh)riaitv  with  lao-  written  provisions  of  ,tiie  Coustitutiou.  1'he  other 
parly  sought»-by  a latitudinarian  c-uustruer-ion  of  the  Constitution,  to-obt.aiu  in 
the  acrucil  adsninistratioii  <>f  the  Federal  G-ovcrnnieut  all  the  power  which,  in 
the  judgment  r»f  those  in  autiu-rity,  it  might  be.  expedient  .to  exercise,  ihis 
charact('ristic  division  h;.m  cmHiuuod  to  separate  the  Democratic  party  from  the 
old  Fe:h:ral  party,  and,  since  its  ovorthrovv,  from  tlie  various  parties  that  have 
been  in- opposition  to  tiie  D^uioieraeix 

That  the  Democratic  party  is  orgcr.izid  upon  the  true  priuciples  of  the  Con- 
sritucion.'is  signally  dciiionstratcd  by  the  fict,- that  it  is  the  only  party  vvhich 
has- raaintained  a pennaneiit.exi'>tenee  coeval  with  our  present  CoDstituiiou-il 
system.  . The  history  of  oiir  party  is  sa  fartnnately  identified  with  the  history 
of  our  country,  that  the  prosperity  and  glory  of  the  one  Lave  -been  coiacideut 
with,  the  success  of  the  other.  The  Dct  that  its  leading  measures  are  now  in 
full  operation,  and  have  been  sanctioned  reneatedry  by  the  approval  of  the  coun- 
try, and  that  no  open  org-iniza.tiv.ui  now  opposes  them,  stamps  it  as  the  conxtitu-- 
tional  party  of  the  UuioD,  and  renders  it  unncce-^sary  to  set  out  her  in.  detail  its 
principles,  already  so  familiar  to  the  people  of  Virginia, 

In  the  career  of  its  histi.;-ry,  the  J.Fmoeratic  party  has  had  to  encounter  the  op- 
position organi.zed  iu  diu'ereut  ftnn.s,  and  bearing  dirfereat  designations.  So 
far,  it  has  overpowered  rdl  resi>-t:ince,  and  annihilated  the  national  organizardons 
that  have  opposed  it.  The  Vruig  ]'''arty,  which  for  some  years  past  has  comlined 
the  elements  of  aotagouisGi  to  Dernocracy,  has  apparcDtly.  suc-cumbed.  The 
opposition  seems  once  more  to  be  arraying  itself  in  nev;  forms  and  under  new  names; 
Taught  by  p;i.;t  experience,  th-jse  vdm  o’puae,  the  Dc uiocr:i..rie  party  dare  not 
risk  themselves  any  longer  upon  a fair  couiparison  of  princdple  and  policy  before 
an  enlightened  popular  jiidgimuit.  \’v  e.  have  to  meet,  in  the  impending  canvass, 
a party  which  avoids  an  open  cocoun-er,  and  withdraws  from  public  observation 
ity  discussions  of  polirical  topics  and  its  dcHbcraiions  upon  public  afiidrs.  This 
new  party  artfully  adapts  its  aor-cals  for  votaries  to  the  national  and  rdigious 
prvqudivws  of  the  c't^untry,  -while  it  prt^poses  to  retain,  by  the  most  rigid  and 
iniposing  party  discipline,  who  may  bo  enticed  into. its  ranks.  If  it  suc- 

ceeds in  the  cTort  to  obr.ain  c ugr'il  ov-_-r  the  Fedc*ral  Government,  it  must  use 
its,  power:>  ihr  purposes  not  now  di.'^chised — perhaps  not  contemplated  by  m-any 
of  its  adherents.  It  n-imt  lutvc-  it.s  meas-ur.e.s  upon  the  great  subjects  which  are 
so  frequently  agitated, in  ifougress— Tariff,  the  Finances,  the  Public  Lands, 
Internal  Improvements  and  the  Ooiistltutional  High ts  of  the  shiveholders.  It 
can  have  no  mea.suros  of  matv-rial  imporianee  n.dating  to  the  avowed  objects  of 
its  organization — the  immigraTit  and  ('.'itholic  population.  If  it  goes  into  power, 
it  goes  with  purno.ves  unavo-.ve>l  and  unknown  on  those  great  .subjects  couc*-:‘rn- 
ing. which  its  action  may  be  of  tln^  last  eon.-','C|uenee,  while  it  hatters  the  pu.blio 
prejudices  respecting  subjects  upon  which  it  can  really  accomplish  little  or 
nothing.  . . ' 

Th-e  Federal  Government,  wi*h  all  its  departments  combined,  can  apply  no 
etTcetive  remedy  for  the  alieg''“i  evi]'  incidcTit  te  the  rvosiden .*e  of- the  im.nii- 
grarit  pepulateui  within  our  liaut.-v.  I.'he  naturalization  laws  may  be  amendi.d 
or'rcpcalud.  But  irrespective  at  t.h  ■•,..?  laws,  the  most  yuluaUe  privileges  may 
still  be  graaled  tj>  l!ie  alien  by  the  .d.'arc  Govrmments,  The  rig’at  of  re.ddenoe, 
the  right  to  ar;qu;rv  and  hold  \ i:vU,  and  the  rigiiL  of  sudVage,  may  all  he  be- 
stowed upon  tt;v;  ei!‘.'U  t>v  th--'  o-,v-'  uu’h'u-u-x.s,  wi’.hout  regard  being  ii-;-],  to  the 
liaturaii/,.ad..»u  law.-,  'i u'.* -p  .'-*v.-r  So  rcfus-.yre.d'bme'*  to  the  imiiiigrarit  popubumi.i 
ap'propriately  belongs  io  tiu”  Ft.n.e  g'.'Vi ruuients.  The  power  rd’  the  Fe-lera!  Gc- 
veni;u‘'Qt  to  exj'cl  any  c;  the  aii.m  p'-qaabuion,  v/tio.se  re.-;id.-iit.ui.  5;->  t'vr- 

ihitced  by  the  State  Govenimciiq  wu.s  indigirautly  retwdled , by  the  ilcpubiiL-ui 
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p-^rty  iii  1708.  Tbe  colcbratcl  alion  la^y  provided  for  the  cxprJsion  of  a por- 
of  the  re‘^ident  alicus.  j3oth  Virginia  and  Kentucky  denoursced  tbs  law 
io  an  unccristirutloiial  u^arnation.  In  tlie  address  to  the  people  of  Vii'i^iniu 
necontpaiiving  the  resnlurions  <'.f  ITffS,  it  is  emphatically  deciared  that  ‘‘  there 
is  nothing  in  the  Constitution  distinguishing  b':^twe(:n  the  power  of' a State  to 
permit  the  residence  of  natives  and' -.liens.  It  i.g  therefore,  a right  original ly  pos- 
sessed and  never  surrendered  by  tbe  respective’  States,  and  which  is  rendered 
dear  and  valuable  to  Virginia,  because  it  is  assailed  throng'i  the  bosom  of  the 
C'Uistitu'don,  arid  because  her  peculiar  situation  renders  the  easy  admission  of 
nriizans  and  laborers  an  interest  of  vast  importance  to  her.’'  The  fourth  Ken- 
tucky }\e>olution,oi  17bS — drawn  by  7Ir.  defrorson — asserts  “ that  ulien  friends 
are  under  the  jurisdiction  and  protection  of  the  laws  of  the  State  wherein  they 
are  : that  no  power  over  theiu  has  been  delegated  to  the  United  State.s,  nor  nro- 
bibited  to  tbe  individual  States,  distinct  fropa  their  power  over  citizens."  ,Mr.. 
Madison’s  Iloport  of  1700  maintains  si’nilar  positions.  It  is  presuiued  that 
this  exposition  of  the  Constirutionah  powers  of  the  Srate  and  Federal  ciovern- 
g ments,  over  this  subject,  will  not*  bo  e|ue3tioned  in  Virgini.a  at  tins  day. 
Each  State  has  the  exclusive  right  to.  dotennine  for  itself,  to  what  extent  the 
residence  of  alien  iinmiimants  in  its  limits  shall  bo  permitted.  The  (iovern- 
ments  of  the  respective  States  alone  have  the  right  to  refuse  residence  to  >r;ch 
of  the  immigrant  poprdiation  as  may  bo  considered  objectionable  bv  tlmnj, 
IVhile  some  of  the  adv.^cates  of  a Ic.iitudinarian  construction  of  the  Federal  au- 
tbority  coiitond  that  the  power  of  the  dtates  over  the  admission  of  alieiis  is 
limited,  in  certain  respects,  by  the  power  of  the  General  Government  to  reeru- 
lato  commerce,  the  absolute  power  of  the  States  to  exclude  alie'u  p-inpers  and 
convicts  is  universally  conceded.  The  power  to  permit  or  refuse  residence  to 
ol'jectionable  aliens  bid.^ii  dnc-  thn«  appropriately  to  tho  Stares,  the  subii-ct  is 
beyond  tho  crn'rol  of  the  Federal  Government,  and-aLfords  no  iegiciiiiate  object 
for  the  organization  of  a nation-ui  party. 

The  right  to  acgui.ro  and  hold  real  estate,  and  tb.e  riyht  of  suffrage,  are  equal- 
ly subject  to  State  aiwhoripy.  _ Tho  povrers  of  the  States  over  those  subjects 
have  been  too  ofren  exercised  and  too  generally  admitted  to  need  any  discu"sion 
at  this  time.  Probably  all  the' States  permit  resident  aliens  to  aepLure  and  bold 
real  estate  prior  to  naturalization, — Virginia  certainly  does.  .Some  of  tboStat.:3 
confer  the  riu'ht  of  sutirage  upon  aliens  wboTave  declared  iheir  inteunou  to 
leeo"ne  citizens,  while  others  require  them  to  be  fully  naturalized  before  tb^.y 
are  allowed  to  vote.  The  whole  subject  of  suifrage  is  e.xclusively  regulated  bv 
the  Sra^G  ernsti'Utions.  It  .may  bo  ennSned  to  narf've-born  citizens,  ur  it  may 
be  extended  to  ail  resident  alien?, -at  t-ho  s>de  .dmerehon  of  the  Srata  sovi  r der.- 
iies.  The  ncn-ralization  laws  affect  the  subject  ord.j  so  fir  as  the  pitate  vormtF 
tutions  may  direct.  It  is  wholly  impractie  dde  f;r  the  Federal  G weroinen:  to 
conlpdl  the  ri.ght  of  sulfraL'C  through  anv  laws  winch  it  wuuld  enact. 

Tho^e  who  seek  to  curtail  tbe  privileges  etijoyed  by  the  inmdorant  popnladoii 
can  aceouiplhdi  no  essential  object  thromgb  the  ugem-y  of  the  Fo<i«. ral  G -ten.;- 
ment.  do  !•'  ng  as  the  alien  ciijoys,  under  tbe  State  m'vernmeu',  the  rioht  of 
residence,  tbe  right  *o  acquire  atrd  hold  property,  arni  cue  riaht  of  suffraj  ;.  hj 
can  experience  but  liw’e  ir.eorivonience  from  Giewautof  tlie  ffw  additiotiai  p-iv- 
ilcgcs  which  full  an  i fornml  citizonsbip  v\-(u.ild  conf.  r.  The  only  afirr''priate 
theatre  f r the  opc radon-:  of  a party,  or:;,.nizcd  to  effect  the  profc.-.--d  ubivers  o' 
Know-X(.  thingism,  is  to  .»e  f )und  in  the  b'tat's  where  the  iiumignnt  lag  uiatiori 
aboiimU,  an  1 where  the  allog.-d  oviG  of  I'ore’gnimi  may  exi-t.  'Tin  -a  ovil.j 
are  essriitially  Iccal,  and  -in  be  nroo.uly  r •nmC'cd  onlv  by  (he  l-e-al  autinwi -joi. 
Ti  ey  afford  the  appropri'Wo  sutq^-ct  fu'  mitnicanal  and  V'oliee  ro^uftt'  ins.  .Kve- 
sixths  of  iho  foreign  born  population  of  rlie  rnited  States  are  resit, ent  in  Uie 
m'iu-slavehcldiog  States,  and  even  there  nearly  one-half  of  it  is  act.-umnlatod 
ia  the  cities.  The  whole  of  this  population  ia  the  L'niled  States  numbers 
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12,-24, G-IS.  Of  that  mnnlicr.  only  42, 52 1 arc  in  the  Southern  States,  with  a 
native  white  popnlaiion  nf  2,o:2,2oh,  and  ItO.Gdh  in  the  S nnhwestern  Sratj-F:' 
n native  white  n-o^aihtiori  of  ■] ,07-hhhl.  A considerable  proportion  <4 
this  class  of  oiu'  popnlatiou  in  tiie  slaveh(4diny,  as  in  the  noii-slavcholdhs'.: 
States,  are  eougre^ated  in  the  cities.  Those  fiets  strongly  display  how  sineui 
larlv  I'-.cal  must  be  the  - allege;],  evils  of  toreigaistu.  A full  investigation,  uer- 
ha|,a^,  W!'.rh-t  that  tlic  real  evils  (if  su'jq  there  are)  arc  confiDcd  to  Srie 

cities,  wu’ch,  according  to  the  census  returns,  contain  nearly  one  half  of  all  the 
fljreixn-h'un  residents  in  t!ie  I'uiou.  The  entire  repeal  of  the  nataralizadsm 
l,tws”»vould  no:  materially  dimiuTlrthe  number  of  that  cla^s  of  immigriiULs, 
who  come  here  sooaing  e!np!o3-mcnt  for  their  labor,  and  accumulaie  in  the  cities. 
They  como  to  make  a living,  not  to  acquire  the  right  of  sutTrage— -allured  by 
no  expectation  of  easy  naturalization,  but  by  the  prospect  ofTngher  wages  and 
raore  emstant  employment  than  they  can  find  in  the  country  which  they  leuve. 
Of  the  faroicn-born  males  over  the  age  or  twenty-one,  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
the  returns  ivv  1S45  and  ISoO,  show  that  five-sixths  were- unn-^rivalized.  It  is 
fjiir  VO  presume,  that  a similar  proportion  in  the  other  cities  have  baled  to  avail 
tliemsoives  of  the  advantages  of  our  present 'Tiatnralieation  laws.  - 
' The  othe’:  ostensible  obiucc  of  the  Know  Aothing  organizntion  is  entirely 
beyond  the  r:ach  of  the  ncderal  Government.  ' It  camiot  touch  B-oman  Catho- 
licism by  any  Constitutional  action.'  The  folly  of  attempting  to  arrest  the  pro- 
gress of  a religious  creed  by  persecutions  and  civil  disabilities,,  has  been  so  often, 
dem-mstrated  that  it  is  surprising  to  see  it  revived  in  this  age  and  country.  A 
dis:iatui':>hed  advocate  of  religious  liberty  declared,  nearly  a half . centary  ago, 
that  even  in  Great  Britain,  nearly  all  it.s  opponents  bad  been  silenced — some 
Iiad  beta  tauglit  sense,  others  inspired  with  shame,  uniil  none  were  lerl  upon 
the  lieid,  except  th-jse  vvho  c.juld  neither  learn  nor  blush.  'The  principles  of 
religious  liberty  are  cherished  in  Virginia  with  peculiar  adecrion.  Our  act  for 
the  cscablisIiDisnt  of  religious  fi'ocdom,  asserts  in  imposing  and  authoritative 
ianyuage  that  ‘Alic  proscribing  aiwv  citizen  a.s  unworthy  the  public  conddence, 
bv  b ymg  upon  him  an  incapacity  of  being  called  to  obices  of  trust  arid  cmola- 
incng  unless  he  proAss,  or  renounce  this  or  that  religious  opinion,  is  depriving 
him  inb’G^m-siv  of  those  privileges  and  advantages  to  which  in  conurion  with 
his  lalow  citizens  he  has  a natural  right^  that  it  tends  only  to  corrupt  the 
prineirdvs  of  that  religion  it  is  meant  to  oncouraye,  by  bribing,  wiili  a moho- 
Pv'y  of  worldly  honors  and  CLnolumeiits,  those  who  will  exteruaily  priAss  and 
CvTuCrin  to  it,  that  though,  indeed,  those  are  criminal  vrho  do  not  withsrand 
such  temptation,  yet  neifhor  arc  those  iunocent  wdio  lay  the  bait  in  tbeir  way.'' 
in  t’le  struggle  which  tornduated  in 'the  complete  emancipation  of  rebgioii  in 
this  State,  the  dissenting  Brotestant  sects,  under  the  energetic  load  of  the  Bap- 
tists, bore  a conspicuous  part.  The  act  for  tho  establishment  of  Ileligis  us 
I'Tee'lom,  was  eminently  a rroie.staot  achievement,  and  Pr'oresrantism  iu  vlir- 
giaia  rudely  rlcspolls  itself  of  the  fairest  ornament  writh  which  i:  is  decorated 
by  hishapr,  when  it  violates  the  letter  or  tho  spirit  of  th.it  ceTbrated  law.  Tac- 
mea  who  now  seek  to  renew  the  dogmas  of  religious  intolerance,  pay  an  appro- 
pu'iate  h- mi'ge  to  the  virtue  and  iuceliigeuce  of  this  country,  when  they cneeal 
them  .■-'Ives  tram  p>ib;ic  ob.-'ervation.  'j’hn;,;,  v.ho  are  afraid  to  meet  the  lb.mi.au 
^Cathvfiic  arguments  in  the  tlcU  of  fair  dnoiimsion.  may  well  be dilanned  at  i's 
autieipa.tvdi  pr-.-gress  ; but  its  mure  iiiteiligont  opponents  will  regard  with  cvn.- 
posure  vvh.iC  they  C'.msider  ir-j  ern-r.s,  [eng  as  reason  is  left  free  to  com  last 
them.  For  t- very  Homan  Catholic  Priest  in  idu.-  Vnited  t^tates.  there  are  sorn3 
25  fwot  ..U'lTifc  prcatdrws ; f>r  every  C-uholic  alt;ir.  toore  are  oO  rromstanr  pul- 
pi’-i.  dcafc'dy  on  Uvventi-'th  p..iW  'T  the  pugulvi  m of  tlu'  PAm  imu‘;nSi-d 
to  the  Ibv.uan  Catnolic  redigi oil.  If  Protest. vutism  is  safe  with  thc_-c  h-avy 
0 Ids  in  its  thvor.  its  ascend. mey  w ill  ni)t  be  in.iintainod  by  pcr.secutions  .and  vi- 
yil  disabilities  imposed  upon  its  oppoacuis.  Know  2Nothiugi.3in  may’  do  mere 
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to  advD.nce  the  Catholic  cause  than  all  its  Priesthood,  aud  place  Catiiolicisrri  on 
the  riirlit  side  aiid  Protestantism  oa  the  vrroiiir  side  of  the  great  qoestioa  of 
Peligious  Liberty,  by  a course  so  il]:b-ral  and  v:o warrantable.  Tiiis  is  ui:teui[>- 
fed  to  be  jnsiilied  by  an  absurd  exaggeration  of  the  political  inriuenee  of  Catho- 
lieiom  in  this  coufitry.  oir.  Ciiandler.  of  ifenijoylvaaia,  addressiag  the  fionsc 
(if  dlepreuinratLv:^  a few  weeks  sieee,  Jeclar^'d  that  ho  iiricw  of  but  one  Catho- 
lic besides  bimself,  who  wae  a member  of  that  Koiise  of  Congress.  \Ve  m;'.-;, 
then,  at  least  prunoance  the  le^gislative  iCpartmcnt  to  be  free  from  (•atholio;. 
contrrfi.  There  seems  to  be  no  occasion  to  organize  a new  nririy  to  pr.-CfcG  tlia.t 
branch  of  the  Federal  Government,  und  the  Catholic  inlluence  e([uallj  feeble 
in  the  Executive  and  d udiCial  deparunents. , * 

What  then  can  Know  ddothingisui  accomplish-  upon  the  subjects  which  it 
undertakes  to  agiiate  ? It  may  expel  from  the  Executive  department  n foe/ 
naturalized  citizens  who  are  incumbents  of  onice, — but  as  nine-tenths  of  the 
Federal  ofllces  are  said  to  be  already  filled  by  native  citizens,  that  uiu  scarcely  ■ 
be  an  object  worth  the  atteuiioii  of  a national 'pany.  Those  who  origioated 
and  expect  to  control  this  orgauizarion,  must  have  other  and  undivulgeu  objects 
in  view.  Temporary  prejudice  and  excitement  on  the  subjects  of  Forcignism. 
and  Catholicism  may  serve  to  place  them  in  power.  How  will  they  use  povrer 
when  so  acquired?  We  may  well  recall  the  eloquent  warning  of  a_great  Eng- 
lish statesman,  and  beware  of- so  trying  a thing  as  new  power  in  new  pm'sons, 
of  whose  principles,  tem news  and  dispositions  w’e  have  little  or  no  experience, 
and  in  sitaations  where  those  who  appear  most  stirring  on  the  scene  mav  not  be 
the  real  movers.''’  What  is  thi.s  novz  party  expected  to  do  upon  those  great  sub- 
jects of  practical  interest  to  which  we  have  before  referred  ? The-  elecrrions  in 
which  they  have  already  triumphed  aflbrd  us  suilicient  data  to  infer  their  policy 
upon  the  most  important  of  these  subjects — SLAVERY. 

Know  Xotliingisin  has  had  its  origin  and  growth  in  those  quarters  (T  the 
Union-  where  Abolitionism  is  most  powerful,  zkt  the  very  in-rant  that  Know 
Kothingism  has  swept  over  the  non-slaveholding  States,  Aboluionism  has  ac- 
quired an  ascendency  to  which  it  never  before  aspired.  Every  election  in  which 
Noi;rhern  Know  KoEiingism  has  triumphed,  has  enured  to  the  benelit  of  Aboli- 
tionism. Every  individual  whom  the  Korrhern  Know  Nothings  have  elected  to 
either  branch  of  the  Federal  Legislature,  is  cominittcd  to  the  most  violent  views 
of  the  Abolitionists.  They  have  prostrated,  wherever  they  had  the  power  to  Jo 
so,  the  same  nmn  whom  the  Abolitionists  wished  to  prostrate.  They  have  sus- 
tained - eyerv'  man  whom' ibe  Abolitionists  wished  to  save.  Know  Kothingism, 
in  the  ascendant  throughout  tha  non-slaYeholding  States,  does  not  elevate  into 
power  a single  friend  to  the  Svnith.  ,Ko  solitary  oxce[uion  breaks  the  gloomy 
unlforndty  of  the  scene.  Everywhere  they  are  doing  the  work  vrhieh  Aboli- 
tionism has  been  unsuccessfully  attempting,  for  years.  And  yet  we  are  rer|uired 
to  believe  that  they  were  not  oi-ganized  to  perform  thi.s  part,  but  only  to  do  th  '-so 
other  things  which,  a.s  we  have  endeavoured  to  show,  no  such  party  c-\n  cilc  ;c. 

It  must  be  apparent  to  every  irR ollrgcnt  Gb.mrver  that  the  and-slavcry  senti- 
ment nevf  d-tmincers  over  the  public  mind  in  the  nou-siaveholding  tSmres.  In 
ail  the  recent  elections  in  that  quarter  of  the  Union,  the  ordinary  political  i-sues 
have  been  made  subordinate  to  the  slavery  subject.  Is  it  not  surprising  tlm: 
Southern  men  .shoul  t,  at  such  a luoinent,  be  expected  to  waive  this  issue,  and 
elevate  a new  party  into  power,  without  even  inquAing;.  their  purpusos  upon  niis 
subject?  Ju-t  nt  the  time  when  the  Kcrthern  Rtate.-i  arc-imiiing  in  an  a-mult 
upon  the  viudl  interests  of  the  South.,  ought  we  to  aljandou  tlr,3  vigil. iru  care  (.-i 
our  own  aUdrs.  in  a graiuitfun;  cEut  to  purge  Krrthern  sociew  <'f  a dl-"  -(.-o 
which  may  axHct  them,  bit  d ■ . mu  dwrui-b  us?  ,hVo  appeal  ro  S’/uRicru  m.n, 
without  distinotion  of  party,  tu  'ponder- the  eonseqaences  before  they  >.  o-.)pei;i.,o 
with  this  organization,  h'bo  -ecrecy  witli  wliich  its  proceedings  are  coitductcd, 
ahord  ampic  ground  for  cautivu  and  saspicion.  A party  which  conceals  all  its 
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operations  and  designs  frnea  ilie  public,  rcny  cnuceal  some  of  its  ultimruo  pur- 
poses 'fi'O'.u  that,  pul-tiou  of  i.fs  o’^yri  v/;u:-r'cs  to  '.vlioiira  premature  olisclosure 
.irdf^ht  he  haaavdous.  Ti;C  same  privcipic  ot  p'-litjcal  tahias,  whicU  j Us  tides  de- 
ception iipoii  fiu'so  OLit.duu  the  order,  might  excuse  partial  concealniaiir.  frutn 
"'tliose  wir’am.  h'dacn  joa  cuter  this  order,  you  assent  to  the  'ysruprierj*  of  cou- 
cealmeut  as  an  ngcucy  in  [aii't’-vR  contos-s.  (am  you  compUda  v--beii  io  is 

practiced  upoa  yuumelvcs  by  y<>ur  own  con+odcrates  ? Know  ,Xoihiiigis:n  d<ips 
mot  pretend  to  disclose  to  ir>  youiliern  adherents  its  designs  upon  aiiy  of  the 
questions  roneerDcd  which  Federal  Legislation  can  really  affect  Foutbern  inter- 
ests. WFl  you  ]'ersist  in  ainning  this  party  with  all  the  powers  of  ahe  Idderal 
G'overnmeiit, w’lnout  cr.  pdrinr;  and  appvoviog  its  \ urposes  upon  those  questions, 
simply  bccriuse  you  may  Ini'pm  to  agree  with  its  views  upon  two  subjects  of  no 
piractieal  importance  to  you,  and  concern in.,r  neither  of  v/lach  can  any  material 
actilon  be  liad  by  the  ib;derd  tTOvernment  g The  fact,  that  it  discloses  to  you 
its  views  upon  those  subjects,  while  it  carefully  conceals  them  upon  more  vicai 
topics,  Ouphr,  of  itself,  to  awaken  your  apprehensious.  ^Vhile  it  atteoipts  w 
delude  you  with  the  hedoix-  tlnit  (/pposition  to  Foreipnistn  and  Catholicisni  is 
an  issue  which  overrides  ail  otimrs,  it  is  actively  and  rapidly  filling  the  hails  of 
Comrress  with  men  pledged  to  measures  of  fearful  import  to  your  interests. 

^ If  the  designs  or  .Know  Xo’hiugi-ni  wore  even  froo  from  censure,  it  should 
still  be  repclh'  i from  your  midst.  ' In  giving  ■ countenance  to  a secret  peUtical 
ornaruzation,  you  arc  . introducing  an  in.wniment  which  maybe  applied  to  the 
. most  dangerous  purposes.  jKf'U  j yr-u  bring  the  vrooden  hor.-'e  within  our  nafe^, 
be  sure  that-  no  armed  enemy  is  concealed  in  the  fatal  structure,  if  any  party 
in  our  midst  evt-r  assaiU  the  institution  of  slavery,  its  hrst  approaches  will  be 
hloaked  in  a secrecy  siinihir  to  that  which  cow  conceals  Kr-ovf  X'nhiiiLd'‘m.  The 
World’s  Convention  of  Abolitioni.-t.s;  at  London,  rcconuGended  the  forma’;ion  of 
anti-slavei'v  societies  in  the  FoTiiheni  F-ates.  Fttpuiar  sernimeni  opposes  a for- 
midable and  unsuperable  barrier  to  the  public  execution  of  tbi.s  plan.  Lut 
W'hen  the  operations  of  parti(^s  have  become  secret,  how  .soon  may  we-giot  expect 
«iich  tm  orguniiiariori  as  the  Vv  orM  .s  Convontioii  leas  advised  f We  re.specffulij 
and  earnestly  beg  you  to  consider  whether  any  good  which  this  orfranization 
may  bo  expect?'!  to  Oheet  can  coinpensate  fur  tire  least  of  tlie  evils  that  may 
follow  in  its  train.  . 

XVbat  have  w^e  to  expect  from  the  action  of  this  party  upon  thbse  other  sah- 
joct.s  which  the  I’cm'.'cr.'U ie  p“-vty  h.as  'ocen  accust'nue'l  fo  regard  a.s  so  importanc 
•in  the; admini.-itration  of  the  Fedeml  Luvcrnmciit  f After  the  arduous  ccuu'.st3 
which  we  hare  rnaintaiued  f m so  many  year- — just  as  the  Dcmoeratic  pdlicv  is 
fully  establi.shedj'air.l  tlie  C'.u,tnngv  i.-  g'adu'.uiing  under  it.s  intluenco — shall  we 
blindly  elevate  into  power  a ]>arty  which  may  rovoiuti.'»nize  the  whole,  system  ' 
However  carefully  they  rtiay  cunu  cil  t'loir  p ilitical  views,  it  cannot  be  doide'i 
that  this  parA  is  principally  C''nup':w-a,l  (,g  the  same  maioriais  which,  combined 
under  a dibbrent  name,  have  been  hcmoop.ro  in  opytsicion  to  ti;c  H...‘mucr.gic 
party.  'I'he  same  indiscr; minat  ^ host dity  t a nut nralizt  d citizen, s tiiat  now  dis- 
tingui-hes  IInow-.VothingC''tn.  ctnnnctu- ized  the  .Federal  party  in  the  times  of 
fdohn.  Adams  an  ;l  of  the  .1  iartt-'ni  foui  ;<  ntr-n.  The  idomocraev,  under  the  lead 
of  Jefferson  an!  of  dradisun,  h;tve  -•iicre^.-fully  eneonntered  ir,  li  ere  t of  .we.  and 
are  not  afraid  to  meet  ii  again,  liiu  -■.umdiilation  of  the  Lemocratic  party  In 
the  Union  ns  a L.-ading  <,**•;  act  oi  ‘be  Km-vr  Xorh.ing  organiz-.ition.  IdnsfC'd 
•with  its  Xortbern  triumph-,  it  (.mmes  here  upon  Yirginiu  soil  to  c.ncounter  a 
party  that  wears  the  in^igf.u  ut  ir.s  victories  tbr'''Ugh  lialf  a ce.ntrrv,  ate}  that 
ha.s  never  ktiown  dcfin.it.  ho^mv-w  di-a-tri-  he.-  nverwhi.dmcd  the  Ihuiu/cracv  < f 
the  Tbiimp  they  iiuvc  aiu  iv-  ' :■  •-!  to  *,;v  F.irty  in  Virginia  to  retrieve  <‘he 
fortunes  of  the  day.  <.)acc  niuri.’  we  are  calied  to  perform  that  duty,  if  we 
arrest  the  progress  of  thiSucir  cncuyv,  aiid  liu  the  trailing  banner  of  our  nargv, 
we  rally  the  jjeiiiocracy  ot  thi  courcderacy  for  a succesdUil  struggle  ia  the  Fre- 
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FicIeTitial  contest  of  1856.  If  we  are  defeated  in  Yirginia,  we  disappoint  t]?.i 
hopes  of  the  best  friends  of  the  CoiiStitalion.  AVY  are  looked  to  with  hope  or 
with  fear  bj  the  whole  confederacy.  Let  the  Lcmocracy  of  Yirginia  be  equal 
to  the  cmercreiiC}'.  “ * 

JOHN  EaTBJaRFOOKIb  Chairman, 


YAIUOUS  AnaUYEXTS  A2nI>  DOGMAS  OF  KNOY"  NOTHTNGISM 

EXAMINED.  . 

Yfe  append  here  sundry  radicles  from  the  lEiehtnoiid  E-Aaminer  touching  sun.- 
dry  features  of  Know  N’otbingism. 

The  K.\ow  Nothings’  oaths  grossta'  a'iolate  the  Co>nstitutiox. — The 
following  schedule  contrasts  the  natinnaC f aj  of  which  the  Constitutions  of  hdr* 
giriia  and  of  the  Union  is  refulgent  in  every  lino  and  letter,  with  the  explosive, 
combu^tihlo,  revnlutionary,  fanatical  and  bigoted  stuff,  with  which  the  Knovf 
Nothing  ritual  is  saturated  in  every  section  and  article. 


Kiuao  ICothlng  Ciriuidtution . 

Art.  lil,  ‘“The  oh-ject  of  this  or- 
ganization shall  be  to  resist  the  insid- 
nous  policy  of  the  Church  of  Rome, 
and  other  foreign  inniieuces  against  the 
institutions  of  the  country,  by_placinq 
in  ail  <‘Jjicrs  in  the  gift  of  the  people j 
or  hg  appointment^  none  hut  native 
lorn  Protestant  citizens.’' 

Know  Nothirtg  oath. 

‘^You  furthermore  proruise  and  de- 
clare that  you  will  not  vote  nor  give 
your  iiuiuencc  for  any  man  for  any  of- 
hee  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  unless 
he  bo  an  American  born  cit.izen,  in 
favor  of  Americans  ruling  America, 
NOR  IF  HE  BE  A ROMAN  CaTIIOLIC,” 

Again : You  solemnlj  and  sin- 

cerely swear,  that  if  it  maybe  legally, 
you  will,  when  elected  to  any  olliee, 
remove  all  foreigners  and  Roman  Ca- 
tholics FROM  OFFICE  ; and  th:it  YOU 
WILL  IN  NO  CASE  AITOINT  SUCH  TO 
OFFICE.” 


Coiistifnlion  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  YI.  No  religious  test  shall  ever 
be  required  as  a quail licat.ion  for  any 
orhee  of  public  trust  under  this  govern- 
ment. 


Arnendmenf.s  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

Art.  I.  Congress  shall  make  no  law 
respecting  an  establishment  of  relig'cn, 
or  the  free  exercise  thereof  or  abridg- 
ing the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press ; 
or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to 
assemble,  and  to  petition  the  govern- 
ment for  u redress  of  grievanec.s. 

Constitution  of  Yirginia. 

See.  XY.  “ Xo  man  sliall  bo  coin- 
polled  to  frequent  or  support  any  re- 
ligious worship,  place  or  ministry 
whatever;  mu  shall  any  man  be  cu- 
for  jed  or  restrained,  molested  or  bur- 
thened  in  liis  body  or  goods,  or  ofh  'i- 
U'ise  super,  on  account  of  his  rdigi'i'H 
opinion  or  belief;  hut  all  men  shail  h(' 
free  to  profess,  and  by  argunnuit  to 
maintain,  their  opinions  in  matters  ot 
religion,  and  the  same  shall  in  n:> 

WISE  AFFFCT,  DIMINISH  OH  ENLARGE 
TliEIil  CIVIL  CAFACITIEs.” 
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There  cou'!(i  not  bo  a more  palpablo  conflict  than  that  Vv-ljich  is  here  exhibited 
between  the  Covenant  of  nationality  and  Union,  handed  down  to  us  by  cai  fa- 
thers, and  its  clandestine  assailant.  The  wonder  is,  that  among  an  intelligent 
and  patriotic  people,  so  dark  and  ominous  a conspiracy  could  have  acquired  the 
strength  it  has  attained  in  the  land  ; but  what  liuDiniiAS  said  in  the  bit  terness 
of  his  cynicism  must  be  acknowledged,  to  be  true  in  the  extent  to  which  it  ap- 
plies to  the  proselytes  of  this  new  monstrosity^: — 

The  world  is  naturally  averse, 

, ' To  all  the  good  it  sees  and  hears  ; 

But  swallows  nonsense  and  lies, 

With  greediness  and  gluttony. 

The  Constitution  of  our  country  guarantees  to  every  man  in  the  land  the 
right  to  profess  and  propagate  his  creed,  provided  only  that  he  is  a law-abiding 
citizen.  This  is  as  it  should  bo.  That  great  charter  of  our  liberty  never  con- 
templated any  religious  test  to  constitute  a man  a suitabie  person  to  hold  an  of- 
fice under  its  purview.  It  i«  vain  to  say  that  you  orily  exercise  your  rizlits  as 
' freemen  to  cast  your  votes  for  whom  you  pdease.  In  pledg-ing  yourselves  to  ex- 
clude all  persons  from  political  oITiee.s  who  hold  the  llomisli  faith,  you  do  virtu- 
ally require  a religious  test.  You  rerjuire  at  least  that  your  candidate  shall  be 
a Protestant.  The  question  is  not,  if  two  persons  are  equally  qualified  to  fill 
an  ofiice,  tbo  one  a Komanist,  the  other  a Protestant,  which  of  the  two  you 
shall  choose  : but  your  principles  force  you  to  choose  a man  w-holly  unfit  to  fill 
the  place  in  opposition  to  a man  <iualiued  in  every  respect  to  fill  it,  save  that  be 
is  a Uoinani.st.  You  would  proscribe  a Taney,  or  a Gaston,  for  his  faith,  and 
in  bis  place  elect  a man  in  no  re-pect  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
ofiice.  Now  if  this  is  not  proscribing  a man  for  bis  religious  opinions,  the  wri- 
ter is  at  a loss  to  know  what  it  is.  Leave  this  w'holo  matter  where  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  country  leavc.s  it.  Judge  each  men  by  himself,  and  decide  upon 
his  own  individual  merits,  but  do  not  proscribe  him  for  his  faith.  You  cannot, 
coerce  a man  to  your  opinion.  He  may  adopt  your  shibboleth  for  the  sake  of 
gain,  but  you  have  only  made  a hypoerke  instead  of  a proselyte. 

The  purity  of  rLdigiou  no  less  than  the  w-eliare  of  the  country  would  be  pro- 
moted, by  leaving  the  question  of  Komanisra  where  our  Constitution  leaves  it. 
'Without  the  shadow  of  a doubt,  pure  reiigirui  would  be  advanced  in  the  same 
way.  ■ An  efi'ort  to  exclude  all  Ilomanists  from  participating  in  the  administra- 
tion of  oim  government,  'would  only  make  them  combine  to  accomplish  more 
efieetually  their  object,  whereas  if  left  to  the  silent  operation  of  other  iufiucnccs 
they  v/ou,ld  cast  their  votes  as  citizens,  and  not  as  persecuted  religionists.  There 
'vvill  always  be  found  men  who  will  bid  for  their  suffrages.  In  a representative' 
form  of  government  the  power  of  numbers  must  be  felt,  and  if  Kennnisis 
cannot  elect  a man  vrho  professe.s  tlicir  faith,  they  will  cast  their  sufiVaire.s  fir 
one  vrho  noost  nearly  reih'cts  their  peculiar  views,  or  will  do  their  bidding.  I’l 
this  way  a secret  llomanist  will  be  elected,  instead  of  an  open.  Which  ‘;f  the 
two  is  preferable  ! Is  it  not  better  to  have  an  open  than  a secret  foe  f The 
truth  is,  this  whole  agitation.  in^rea.d  of  weak«,-ning,  will  strengtlien  this  sect. 
It  will  tdevato  an  unimportant  political  element,  by  the  po’wer  of  combination, 
into  one  impart.ant,  if  not  confri^iiing. 

The  test  of  ril!(jLous  heU(f  is  arhiti'ury,  unjust  and  oppressive.  It  is  coiur.  - 
ry  tn  the  Constitution,  v.  iiich  expre.-sly  forbids  that  “ any  rJi-jiov^  si  ai! 
Kucr  be  rc*iuiredi  as  a i|ualiueatii.)ii  to  any  erfice  of  public  trust  under  this 
vernment.'’  jfvery  Ixuovv  Nothing  who  takes  an  oath  bidding  bini  r.o  try  c:  n- 
didates  by  this  /45s/',  takes  an  oath  against  tlie  Constitution  of  the  Union.  •' 
do  not  charge  them  with  intentional  culpability  in  this  act,  which  we  know  tb  y 
must  commit  in  thougbtle.ssiiess  and  without  due  cxumiuatioiq  but  we  warn  tiiem 


■ TJ 

I'"' 


A 


■«  I, 


T~  -,'-T#.  , 

- ■ ^ 
oer  .K.f 


fcolii/fjlxd  oi«sf  h\  SvitJv  4atU  iiuHl  diortj"j5  ad  Soa  hiuoa  andT 

id  hu  a UTTub  boi  anii  ,»KnoU  lu«'i  }*)  In aimnO  wH> 

liifl  i#4j^ >4f  «4r  Jifm  ,n^d$ 

fttU  b'Jtip]>o^  a/ini  blflh>i>  ti  tMntato  htut  iifib  oa  ^^iqovj'^^JwnfiKi  boa 

nt^aw}d  tuh  ni  hm  M ibojtl  ath  iif  UahUa  saff  jj  di^traiia 

.qo  yi  iioiiiw  ol  io>aiX9  oi  #>J  ci  9^  if-um  inajoia^a  Wii  lo 

— : \n  frao  nitli  ^o  oJj  ol  eaiJq 


■n 


i f 1 


,'?Hi»tri>  W^ttwr  w<T 

• f>ia  ^ 

,i*Ji  Sfl*  iw® 

» j t»tta  rtliV/ 

'^'/h  ^ ' ' ^ ^ ^ 

ot!l  btTJii  adt  at  pwn  v C<i4t}fp^  JW9  1o  aoj)iiJii»m)0  diT  ^ 

amW«-i9Al  fi  d &4i  rha  ]Mbi7K»T»:fF;fc^r>  boa  Bt^hv;  ol  Irij^h 

.(JM  lari^a  '{Iifdii  "t.;  5|ir'|ii»4o  ^ limtk  II  aa  a#  aidT 

-"ionfl  blt>4  (ya^w  n'ivq  p aetft  k <^J  le^  b3^)«fq'ai#i 

tiJi  »ni-^u  ■mox  M7VX9  vipf^  m>X  »4  owt  <st  H ,yf‘yfrsuq  «^(  vjboff  aub 

•%'i  6t  ffi^v.bD2rji/**7  tit^t>  ■wtAWii*  4ii.t  fc»! 


- I 


ol  TTtAfitif  tvi  fk'jflwr  ioo;^  i«<  o ol 


►on?7  <3^  oox.  Jla  >>l»ob 


m <jj  l^H'iliijrp  xHr<M}V«i  m UOjiRiWp  oiiti; : f 

iKv^  nvi  wlr  % dHdir  »i\»  ^lakamoil  « oico"*  ««  . 

Hit(?i  52i50  a Bi>lqbvohq  wot 

od  Jitil;  sr/oa  JiUisStJ  ol  iiaor  a w^' wota^qo  « Ui 

Wi  biqqw  llti%.  ^ C 

f>d-i  'I-.  odi  a „ 

-ir»sr  »f}J  feoofgi^  a piidh^oifmq  «f  aidt  }r^  ; 

.;.»srtio*„>  Ui  atu^T.y,,  .«i  jVjifidw.'  woojJ  oTelol, 

Bo.-iir  oblvG'b  bca  ,'!,(vf'Sff4  (rr  ,u  ihtio  og^T.  at  maai^yttom>o.OfJl 

wot  4if  f«,yv«4^^!'»li£?T(q  m ob  ii»wbtY?btii  nvq  eiil  _ i 

*‘lv»  y^ae«ad.}  ivt  oJ'l  .Mioiq^wot  ol 

woiyfewq  « l/«'kiem  oDiitxcqy^  4i  ob|ifi|  ylaoVvtfl  w<iy  iiUwi 

‘Hiiq  ti<f'i>loQ7?  flUji  etoi  cMi  Oi/igilai  1o  ylitoq.siwl'j^iwwiH 

Ji  ftAtf.iiOi  'Tpo  ro^iJatfielMo  Oil)  ^aiyA*iUt4  ,bil3q«t:' 


»t'i*..4i.*A.atfi  ic4^o  *lf  ^io|w  ^^i4a*j*p4^  tlk«>o»% 

^.-v  at  ,^osfib  >ji^sWjv-i  k^blffow  tjfi 


a'4:*^srt^^%qp  « tf  l t«prfT  »1  bM  H>»'  ^d-Jt  a^m  baavladj^nvln  law^ 

pmrnPiH4i  h 

i4  t’aotHwr  >b4ita  ,*f^7?pai  I^nw^p^lfltq  o4w^  p^m.  u^ima^er^P 

4jif4>k4.-ti'>#  (Ar  Ui'^  ^ ..itJ^iJW.  V'jM  l^fif  woo,, 

ilcy7&^!rtioqii 


Ion  li  ^iaantqiof  »Of»  oloi 

- »iin6'i  hi  ll  " kniott  ,7j^ 

il*k  ^A^iVvir  74tt*Uaiii  r^aiir^  ,th^biiiitfaoD  arfi  yt 

ooi}.«^|?ku^>  A Rii  l*5ikpPT  ud^^yih 

-dV.tfTi  ul  «ir4'saiU'y.*<lW  ifi'.Wal  ui^  T^nitih>y^  WoM/l 

^opaii^J  e/0  )o  MOf)q0A"f4l.  »4i  lilfiO  aay»djii  ,\m\  iu6i  yd  a-ilabib 


V *0  y/uoi  <ii>«  dull  oi  limaiaapim  dliw  madi  o^wdo  3r^,pb 

4ov*&l  tnati  9*0  lod  .ne0/w3ttu!zs»  owl>  laiwtJiw  boa  ij^sriiaelJajtodi  oi  lioaiaoo  iwm  * 

' XI  _.  ^ ..  "WL. 


ms. 


131 


apiinst  persistiDg  in  an  oath  in  direct  antagonism  to  the  Constitution  of  their 
country. 

There  are  a great  many  honest  men  who  see  the  dilemma  in  which  their 
Know  Nothingism  places  them  as  good  elti/.eiis,  and  yet  arc  deterred  from  kurv- 
irig  the  Order  from  conseienclous  scruples  in  regard  to  this  oath  taken  in  tlieir 
initiation.  An  oath  to  violate  one’s  conscience  ought  not  to  be  obeyed.  The 
passage  from  St.  Mark,  reciting  the  occurrence  between  ilerod  and  the  daughter 
of  llcrodias,  iilustratcs  the  fatal  consequences  of  a vicious  vow. 

‘^For  Herod  himself  had  sent  forth  and  laid  hold  upon  John,  and  honiid  him 
in  prison  for  Herodias’  sake,  his  brother  Piiilip’s  wife;  for  he  Lad  married  her. 

For  John  had  said  unto  lierod  : It  is  not  lawful  for  thee  to  have  thy  bro- 
ther’s wife. 

Therefore,  Ilerodias  had  a quarrel  against  him,  and  would  horve  killed  him,  but 
she  could  not. 

For  Ilerod  feared  John,  knowing  that  he  was  a just  man  and  an  hoi)-,  and 
observed  him ; and  when  he  heard  him,  he  did  many  things,  and  heard  him 
gladly. 

And  when  a convenient  day  was  come,  to  at  Ilerod  on  his  birth-day,  made  a 
supper  to'  his  lords,  high  captain.^,  and  chief  estates  of  Galilee  : 

And  when  the  daughter  of  the  said  Ilerodias  came  in,  and  danced,  and 
pleased  Ilerod  and  them  that  sat  with  him,  the  King  said  unto  the  damsel,  a,sk 
of  me  whatsoever  thou  wilt,  and  I will  give  it  thee. 

And  he  swore  unto  her,  whatever  thou  shait  ask  of  me,  I will  give  it  thee, 
even  unto  half  of  my  kingdom. 

And  she  went  forth,  and  said  unto  her  mother,  vzhat  shall  I ask  ? and  she 
said  the  head  of  John  the  Baptist. 

And  sbo  caino  in  straightway  with  haste  unto  the  King,  and  asked,  saying, 
I wish  that  thou  give  me,  by  and  by,  in  a charger,  the  head  of  John  the 
tist.  f. 

And  the  King  was  eveeedingl_v  sorry  ; yet  for  Jiis  oath's  sake,  and  for  their 
sa,kes  which  sat  with  him,  he  would  not  reject  her.” 


Thf.  Facts  of  the  Census. — YCe  do  not  know  anything  in  the  course  of 
the  history  of  the  country  more  humiliating  than  the  rofiection  that  in  our  land,- 
cousecrated  to  equal  rights,  and  boasting  its  popular  iiitelligeiice,  an  unriianly 
crusade  has  been  gotten  np  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  dislrauv?hising  a frag- 
ment of  our  people,  consLitutiug  only  twelve  and  a half  per  cent,  of  the  whr.le 
population,  and  of  persecuring  a sect  of  Ciiristiaiis  numbering  less  than-  one  in 
one  hundred  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  out  of  that  highest  and  most  sacred 
of  all  the  liberties  for  which  our  fathcivs  fought  and  shed  their  blood — the  LEO- 
ERTY  OF  CONSCIENCE. 

dV'e  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  honest,  honorable  and  magnanimous^ 
people  of  Virginia  to  the  facts  of  this  humiliating  subject,  as  shown  by  the 
Census. 

1.  The  foreiencTS  in  Virginia  number  but  tv/o  and  a half  in  a hundred  r f 
h:r  white  populution;  ari'l  the  feueigiiors  in  the  United  States  but  twelve  and 
a half  in  a hundred  of  the  free  population  of  the  Union. 

‘2.  Except  Ireland — which  the  noble  cfil  '\Vliig-,  Henry  Ce.\Y,  onr-c  regret 1 
that  some  groat  convulsion  of  nauire  ba*l  not  tran.'^platod  from  the  side  or  ki-g- 
land  to  the  side  of  generous  Kentucky — and  except  Eugl.iml,  no  single  Scite 
of  Europe  has  given  nativity  to  as  many  of  the  residents  of  Virginia  a.s  the 
' Abolition  State  of  Massachusetts. 
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3.  The  aggre;rate  number  of  foreigners  in  the  Southern  slave  States  to  the 
agsre^nre  free  population,  is  less  than  two  in  a hundred'  sliowing  that  tJie 
Kaoi.^  Xotiiiiig  tiiovemeiu  is  of  Northern  origin,  and  an  ism  that  the  South 
stands  in  no  need  of — sa}dug  nothing  of  the  pusillanimitj  of  a popular  crusade 
against  a handful  of  strangers,  \vhen  the  odds  are  as  one  hundred  against  two! 

4.  The  number  of  Catholic  Churches  in  Virginia  is  but  17  in  an  aggregate 
of  2,3SG,  and  these  17  small  ami  tiiiiily  attended,  being  capable  of  accommo- 
dating but  7,b30  persons,  while  the  Protestant  Churches  accommodate  850,150  1 

5.  This  is  a glaring  fact,  that  tliorc  are  87,383  free  natives  in  Virginia- unable 
to  read  and  write;  of  whom  30,244  (or  twice  the  whole  number  of  male  for- 
eigners now  in  Virginia — 15,OUO)  are  native  white  males.  If  the  republican 
principle  of  equal  ri<jlLts  should  be  violated  in  order  to  proscribe  15,000  foreign 
males,  many  of  them  educated  and  distinguished  fur  learning,  tah.jiits,  and  pat- 
riotism, it  would  follow  that  tiic  principle  sbonid  bo  violated  also  in  respect  to 
twice  that  number  of  native  males  unable  to  read  and  write. 


NATIVITIES. 


1 . 1 7r//  in  ia  ( ie/>  ites . ) 

Population. 

Ratio. 

Born  in  the  State, 

813,811 

90.95 

Born  out  of  the  State,  but  in  the  United  States, 

57,582 

6.44 

Born  in  foreign  countries, 

22,953 

2.56 

Nativities  unknown, 

454 

.05 

894,800 

100. 

2.  Other  States  and  Territories  (whites.)  - — 

Born  in  the  States  and  Territories, 

17,279,829 

88.37 

Bora  in  foreign  countries. 

2,240,581 

11.46 

Nativities  unknown, 

82,958 

.17 

19,553,0t3S 

100. 

1.  Virginia. 

Male. 

Female. 

Bora  in  the  State, 

404,331 

409,480 

Born  out  of  the  State,  but  ia  the  United  States, 

31,084 

26,498 

Born  in  foreign  countries, 

15,606 

7,347 

Natives  unknown, 

279 

175 

2.  Other  States  and  7’erritories. 

Born  in  States  and  Territories, 

8,705,347 

8,514,482 

Born  in  foreign  countries. 

1,239,464 

1,001,117 

Nativities  unknown, 

21,591 

11,067 

The  annexed  table  sbow.t  the  proportion  of  native  to  foreign-born  in  different 
fiections  of  the  United  States,  (white  and  free  colored.)  The  first  column  rep- 
resents the  native,  including  unknown  ; the  second,  foreign-born ; and  third, 
proportion  of  foreign  to  native,  per  cent.  : 


Eastern, 

2,421,867 

306,249 

12.65 

Middle, 

5,447,733 

1,080,674 

19.84 

Southern, 

2,342,255 

43,530 

1.86 

S<Hith  Vrestorn, 

1.973,531 

105,335 

5.34 

N.  West  and  Ter. 

5,557,529 

708,860 

12.75 

17,712,915 

2,244,6-18 

12.65 
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NUMBER  OF  CHURCHES  IN  VIRGINIA. 

Baptist,  650;  Christian,  16;  Episcopal,  173  ; Free,  108':  Friends,  15;  Gorrn. 
Kef.,  9;  Jewish,  1;  Lutheran,  50;  iJennouite,  6 ; 5Ie(hodist,  1085;  Mora- 
vian, 8;  Fresbyterian,  24 1 ; Junnan  C<riholic,  17  ; Swedenborgeii,  1;  Tunker, 
8 ; Univorsalist,  1 ; minor  sects,  5.  Total,  2,886. 

The  total  value  of  Churcli  Propcrcy  in  Viririnia  is  82,860,876;  of  which  the 
]\Ieth Dcli.sts  possess  8825,000;  Baptist.s,  8688.818;  Episcopal,  8520,450  ; 
Presbyterian,  8571,165;  and  Koman  Catholics,  8126,100.  ‘ 

The  total  number  of  Ghurehes  in  the  states  and  Territories  is  38,183,  of 
which  13,333  are  Methodist;  9,360  Baptist;  4,863  Presbyterian;  1,461  Epis- 
copalian: and  1,227  Koman  Catholic. 

The  total  ‘^Church  Accommodations”  in  Yirgiaia  is  858,080;  of  which 
323,708  i.s  Methodist;  257,589  Baptist;  Presbyterian,  104,125;  Episcopal, 
80,684 ; and  Koman  Catholic,  7,930. 

. The  number  of  pur>ils  in  the  State,  attending  .‘school,  v/as  in  1850,  109,775, 
of  whom  211  were  foreign  born — ninety-two  hundredths  of  one  per  cent,  of  the 
gross  foreign  population. 

The  number  of  persons — white  and  free  colored — over  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  who  wmre  unable  to  read  and  write,  was  as  follows:  Native,  87, 3^:3  ; For- 
eign, 1,138;  native  white  males,  30.244;  natice  white  females,  46,761.  Total, 
88,520. 

The  per  cent,  of  native  white  and  free  colored  illiterate  to  total  native  and 
free  colored  papulation  in  ^drginia  is  9.44;  the  per  cent,  of  foreign  do.  to  for- 
eign do.  do.  is  only  half  that,  or  4.95  I 


Foreigners  Kule  America.” — We  find  the  following  table  going  the 
rounds  of  the  Wdiig  and  Know  Nothing  papers  of  Virginia  : 

Number  of  foreigners  and  Americans  nov?  holding  office  under  the  L’nlted 
States  Government  at  Washington  : 


Vfjshinjtov.,  D.  C. 

Amer. 

For. 

State  Department, 

12 

26 

Treasury  Department, 

139 

273 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

OSicers  and  agents  in  service  of  House  of  Kep- 

338 

500 

resentati\es, 

10 

40 

Post  Office  ilepartment, 

11 

80 

510 

914 

Ministers  and  Consuls, 

151 

106 

Coast  Survey, 

15 

30 

United  States  Mint, 

25 

12 

Ifigbt  hou.‘^e  Board  Inspectors  and  Keepers, 

31 

U.  States  Kevenue  and  hlarioc  Service, 

35 

30 

767 

14-1 

The  li'ts  of  Custom  : [ouso  officers  in  the  different 

States  show— 

-Americans, 

215  ; Fcrtjignprs,  1837. 

It  is  printed  conspicuously  at  the  head  of  their  leading  editorial  coluiaiis,  ac  1 
roust  be  regarderl,  therefore,  as  the  platform  of  jirlnciplt’s  of  the  Fimionists  in 
the  present  canvass.  It  discloses  the  leading  passion  that  actuaics  t:ie 
ehowing  that  their  eyes  arc  intently  set  upon  office,  and  that  tle.ur  in.nds  are 
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very  earnestly  exercised  with  the  statistics  of  office.  We  doubt  not  the  mass 
of  rhcTii  believe  the  truth  of  the  statejneiitj  and  that  some  wap  of  the  Ordor. 
seeiug  the  vast  numbers  in  their  ranks  veho  avt  npOu  the  prioeiples  of  the  loaves 
find  tisbes,  has  played  a trump  card  in  concfjcting  this  statement,  and  in  inul- 
tiplying  the  real  number  of  foreigners  hokling  OLiice  in  the  land  by  ten,  fifty, 
or  u luuidi’od,  in  order  to  whet  the  appetite  of  the  outs,  and  prove  to  their  anx- 
ious olacQ  seeking  minds,  that  there  will  be  vacancies  for  all  and  some  to  spare. 

Just  for  the  sake  of  truth,  wc  shali  pick  this  xduxctiAtJSEN  bladder  of  tiie 
JFusIonists  with  a bodkin  from  ilie  Washington  Union,  in  the  shape  of  the  fol- 
lowing ojjicial  document, 

POST  OFPICE  PEPART-MENT. 

Wc  begin  with  the  appointment  in  the  Post  Offiice  Department  : 


Clerks, 

84 

Assistant  Postm.asters  General, 

o 

O 

Messenger, 

Assistant  Messengers, 

] 

2 

M atchrnen, 

3 

Laborers, 

7 

Whole  number, 

100 

Of  these,  88  are  of  American  birth,  and  12  of  foreign  birth, 

^’he  following  are  the  particulars  to  be  observed  : 

1,  John  Marron,  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  appointed  May  ITtli, 
JSdO  ; was  born  in  Ireland,  came  here  when  eight  months  old. 

2.  John  x\gg,  clerk,  appointed  June  Sth,  1851  ; born  in  England,  resided 
here  for  more  than  forty  years. 

o.  N.  Iloltcn,  clerk,  appointed  June  o,  1S34;  born  in  Switzerland,  resided. 
here  27  years. 

4.  J.  L'lVv’rcnson,  clerk,  appointed  April  7,  1834;  born  in  England,  canae 
here  3 months  old,  now  lifry  years  in  this  country. 

5.  G.  A.  Schwarzman,  clerk,  appointed  June,  1848  ; born  in  Germany,  came 
to  this  country  IG  years  of  ago,  served  10  years  in  the  American  army. 

G.  E.  Donelly,  clerk,  appointed  July  1,  1853  : born  in  Ireland,  came  to  this 
country  when  8 years  of  age,  n )w  32  years  in  the  country. 

7.  J.  II.  Condon,  clerk,  appouited  July  1, 1853;  born  in  Ireland,  came  here 
about  21  years,  of  age,  now  40  years  old. 

8.  J.  E.  bicMahou,  clerk,  aptiointed  May  2,  1853;  born  in  Ireland,  came 
here  an  infant,  now  22  years  of  age, 

0.  James  McCorrick,  clerk,  appointed  July  2,  1853  ; born  in  Ireland,  came 
here  younj,  imw'  45  years  old. 

10.  G.  5Icj.ejanel,  mes.mngor,  appointed  August  10,  1853  ; burn  in  Irelan  J, 
resident  in  the  country  35  years. 

11.  T.  OIolchoTi,  wutcliinau,  appointed  May  22,  1853;  born  in  Ireland,  resi- 
dent in  this  country  many  years. 

12.  James  Urr,  clerk,  appointed  August,  1854;  born  in  Irclind,  resided  here 
14  years,  served  two  and  a half  years  in  the  Mexican  war,  aiid  was  bad-)' 
woundud. 

I>  SI'ART.MEXT  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

The  Interior  Department  shows  the  following  result : 
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Patent  Office,  - - - 55  4 

Indian  Biii’eau,  - - - 17  2 

Pension  Office,  - - . 52  5 

Commissioners  of  Public  Buildings,  and  vralcbmen,  keepers 

of  bridges,  ike.,  under  his  ccntrol,  - 21  C 

Penitentiary,  - - - 13  2 

Total,  ■ 28G  35  ’ 

THE  DETARTMENT  OF  STATE. 

The  following  is  from  the  Department  of  State.  It  will  be>observed  that  the 
proportion  of  foreigners  hokling  office  under  this  department  is  somewhat  greater 
than  usual;  and  the  reason  obvious  : a number  of  the  consulates  do  not  pay  a 
living  compensation.  American  citizens  cannot  and  will  not  accept  of  such  ap- 
pointments, and  they  are  given  to  foreigners  .simply  because  no  body  else  will 
take  them  : ^ 

Department  of  State,  August  28,  1S54. 

The  following  is  a statement  respecting  all  persons  now  employed  either  iu  or 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Department  of  State  : 

I. — Emploi/etl  AhroaJ. 

1.  Ministers,  commissioners,  secretaries  of  legation,  and  agents  connected  with 
them — whole  number,  42. 

Of  these,  4 were  boro  abroad,  3 of  whom  have  been  naturalized,  and  1,  the 
United  States  despatch  agent  in  London,  has  not. 

2.  Consuls  and  commercial  agents— -whole  number,  220.. 

Of  these,  49  w'ere  born  abroad,  of  whom  21  have  been  naturalized,  and  1 has 
not;  and  ,1  was  born  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States ; the  rest,  or  2G,  may 
have  been  naturalized,  but  of  this  the  department  has  no  evidence. 

II. — -EmpJoypd  in  the  United  Slates,  or  their  Territories,  as  Governors,  or 
Secretaries  of  Territories  and  dispatch  agents — ivlLole  mimher,  IG. 

Of  w'hom  13  were  born  la  the  United  States.  The  rest,  2 of  whom  are  dis- 
patch agents,  were  probably  so  born ; but  of  this  the  department  has  no  direct 
evidence. 

III. — Employed  in  this  dcpnrtinent — ivltole  mimher,  40. 

Of  these,  6 w’ore  born  abroad;  one  of  whom  came  to  the  United  States  in  his 
third  year,  and  is  of  American  parents,  who  at  the  time  of  his  birth,  \vere  tem- 
porarily residing  abroad;  4 of  the  others  so  born  have  been  naturalized,  and  1 
soon  will  be  : 

Ulerhs. — William  Hunter,  Pihode  Island  ; A.  French,  Xcw*  York  ; Frs. 
Markoc,  St.  Croix,  of  American  parents;  A.  II.  Derrick,  Pennsylvania;  James 
S.  Mackie,  Ohio;  J.  P.  Polk,  Delaware  j K.  S.  Chilton,  New  Jersey;  H.  .1).  J- 
Pratt,  Massachusetts;  <J.  J.  Abbot,  Yew  Hampshiie;  It.  S.  Chew,  Virginia; 
Wm.  C.  Ivcddal,  Virginia;  Charles  Y.  Gordon,  ^'ii'frinia ; Fdmund  Flagg, 
iMainc  ; George  Chipmao,  George  Hill,  Connecticut;  George  Bartle,  AJrginia  ; 
L.  F.  Tesistro,  Ireland  ; Edward  Stubbs,  Ireland  ; II.  I).  Johnson,  Mas.sachu- 
ectfs;  Pi  S.  Gillett,  Yew  York;  C.  G.  Baylor,  Kentucky. 

Messenger. — C a 1 v i u A m e s , M 1 1 s s a c h u s e 1 1 s . 

Eacicn-. — Wm.  P,  Fahcrty,  Maryland. 

Watchmen. — Wm.  H.  Prentis.s,  District  of  Columbia;  James  Donaldsoa, 
District  of  Columbia;  11.  Harrison,  England;  A.  Best,  Germany. 
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Laborers. — James  S.  Martin,  IMarj-land  ; "UJlliam  Lucus,  District  of  Colum- 
bia; Pb  W.  Ilansell,  Pennsylvania;  W.  A,  Scott,  Pennsyivania  ; Thomas 
Thomas,  Virginia;  James  ^\'illial^sou,  Virginia;  Charles  II.  Drown,  Maryland; 
John  31cQuire,  Ireland. 

Jiecaj'iilulation. 

21  clerks — 18  native  born;  1 bom  of  American  parents,  transiently  abroad ; 
2 foreign  born.  1 messenger — native  born.  1 packer — native  born. 

2 watchmen — native  bom  ; 2 watebmen— f'Teiga  born. 

7 laborers — native  born;  1 laborer — foreign  bom. 

3-5  in  all — 3U  of  whom  are  native  cinzens;  5 of  whom  are  foreign. 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

In  the  ofhee  of  the  secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  bureaus,  including  the  of- 
fices of  the  assistant  treasurer.s  and  mints,  there  are  430  Americans,  26  foreign- 
er.s,  and  3 not  known. 

Ilevcnue  cutter  service—Amcricans,  65. 

Light-house  keepers — Americans,  238  ; foreigners  32  ; not  known,  132. 
Customs — Americans,  1,845;  foreigners,  227%  not  known,  20. 

TotuI  number  of  persons  employed  under  the  State  Treasury,  Post  Office  and 
Interior  Departments,  is  as  follows  : 


fxntericacs, 

8,346 

Foreigners, 

430 

Not  known, 

330 

Vrhole  number  of  employed. 

4,106 

In  the  House  of  Piepresentarives  on  the  first  of  October,  1853,  there  were 
fifty-four  persons  eraploycd — all  of  wdiorn,  except  one,  were  Americans. 

The  statement  of  the  Fusionisfs  is,  therefnre,  shown  to  be  the  reverse  of  truth 
m every  particular  item  covered  by  this  document  from  the  Union  ; and  the  in- 
ference is,  of  cour.se,  irresistible,  ihat  it  is  so  in  all  its  items; — Fahurn  in  nno 
falsiun  in  omnibus.  It  asserts  the  foreigners  employed  in  the  several  depart- 
ments to  be  two  to  one  over  natives;  while  the  fact  is  there  are  seven  to  one 
natives  over  foreigners.  It  claims  that  there  are  nine  to  one  foreigners  over  na- 
tives in  the  Custom  Houses ; while  the  fact  is,  that  there  are  nine  to  one  natives 
over  foreigners. 

For  the  sake  of  contrast,  we  give  below  the  Munchausen  statement  on  the 
left  hand  and  the  offiriai  statement  on  the  right.  It  is  amusing. 

Look  here,  upon  this  picture,  and  on  this : 
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The  Absurdity  of  Fearing  the  Catitoetcs. — It  Is  the  characteristic  of  all 
onc-idcaisms,  that  they  are  sure  to  make  fanatics  of  their  advocates;  whatever 
dvgree  of  intciligenco  and  elevation  of  mind  and  feeling  they  ahvays  before 
have  possessed.  We  are  sore  that  if  there  was  a broad  and  substantial  founda- 
tion of  ijicrit  and  patidotism  in  the  Ivnow  Nothing  movcinent,  its  intfliigenti 
niembers  would  scorn  to  appeal  to  religious  bigotry  and  prejudice  for  that  ]jop- 
ular  sytnparhy  w hioh  tiie  cause  would  command  without  siudi  uu'worthy  recour.-e. 
Out  of  about  ont  million  and  a.  Imlf  of  human  beings  in  A'irginia,  there  is  but 
the  little  haudfal  of  7,080 — one  half  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  vholc — who  pro- 
fess and  worshij)  according  to  the  Catholic  faith.  ^Vhat  must  be  said  of  a paj  fy 
wdiich  dares  not  trust  its  cause  to  reason  and  argument  in  such  a tftate  as  S’irgi- 
nia  ; but,  to  carry  its  poiut,  is  obliged  to  appeal  to  the  religious  feedings,  preju- 
dices arid  jealousy  oi  fourteen  humired  iliou.iand  Protestants  against  eiphi  (Ikju^ 
$.(.md  Catholics,  under  the  cowardly,  mean,  malignant  and  false  proimee  tliat 
such  a majority  is  in  danger  of  subjugation  from  such  a handful  of  ]U’o^cribed 
people.  If  there  be  real  and  imndnent  danger  of  the  sort,  where  have  been 
the  sentinels  that  are  just  raising  this  sudden  alarm,  for  the  last  ten,  nr  twenty, 
cr  fifty  years  gone' by  ? It  has  only  been  witdrin  a twelve  month  that  the  nevv 
pa>  ty  have  monopnlizod  to  itself  ail  the  Protestantism  ami  genuine  A Uicricanism 
of  the  country,  and  raised,  sudden  as  a fire-beil  at  night,  the  alarm  against  the 
wolf— tlie  Pope — the  poor  Italian  Prince  Pio  Nino.  Either  the  leaders  have 
been  long  very  neglectful  of  dut  V and  luk  ewarm  in  patriotism,  or  they  talk 
gammon,  to  gull  the  ignorant  million  and  alarm  the  amiable  but  weak  ao<]  easily 
territiod  spinsters  of  the  country,  when  they  cry  out  against  the  temporal  power 
of  the  Pope. 

W' m.  Pitt,  while  Prime  Minister  of  England,  contemplating  an  act  of  justice 
to  the  Catholics,  solemnly  propO'‘ed  a set  of  interrogatories  to  sevensl  of  the 
most  celebrated  Catholic  Theological  Universities  in'  Europe.  The  following 
questd'uis  were  proposed  ; Fir^f.  Has  the  Pope,  or  have  the  Cardinals,  or  any 
body  of  men,  or  has  any  individual  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  anp  ciril  nufrarrili/, 
power,  jurisdiction  cr  pre-ciniucnce  vrhatever  within  the  realm  of  England. 
Fecond.  Can  the  Pope,  or  Cardinals,  or  any  body  of  men,  or  an}"  individual  of 
the  Church  of  Pome,  absolve  or  dispense  his  iHaje^^ty's  subjects  from  their  outii 
of  allegiance,  upon  any  pretence  whatever  ? Third.  Is  there  any  principle  in 
the  tenets  of  the  Catholic  faith,  by  which  Catholics  are  justified  in  not  keeping 
faith  tvith  Heretics,  or  other  persons  ditiering  from  them  in  religious  opinions, 
in  anp  franmetions^  either  of  a public  or  private  nature  ? To  the.se  Cjiustions 
the  Universifios  of  Paris,  Louvam,  Alcala,  Sriiarnauca  and  Yaladolid,  after  ex- 
pressing their  astoriishment  tlost  it  could  be  thouglit  neees.^ary  at  the  close  of 
the  l.btli  century,  and  in  a country  so  enliglHened  as  England,  to  propose  such 
enquiries,  severally  and  unanimonsly  answered  : 1st.  That  the  Pope,  or  Cardi- 
nal.-, or  any  body  of  men,  or  any  individual  of  the  t.'luireh  of  Ilonm,  has  uut 
and  have  not  any  civil  authority,  power,  juri.sdiction  or  pre-eininerice  svhatever, 
withm  the  realm  of  l-lngland.  Idly.  That  the  Pope,  or  (Jardinals,  or  a?iy  body 
of  men,  or  any  individual  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  cannot  absolve  or  dispense 
bis  3Iajcsty’s  subjects  from  their  oath  oUallegmnco  upon  any  pretext  wirirso- 
ever.  And,  3dly.  That  there  is  no  pt inclr  l : in  the  tenet.s  of  thevjatholic  Eaith, 
by  which  Catholics  are  justilied  in  not  keeping  faith  with  Heretics,  or  other 
persons  ditrering  foom  them  in  religious  opinions,  in  transactions  eil.ior  of  i 
public  or  a private  natu  'C.  The  Pupe  himself  vva.s  written  to  upon  the  same 
que.stion,  and  most  soler  .nly  announced  ihat  hi.s  8ec  asserted  no  such  claim. 
■Rurely  ihi.s  i.<  better  testiTiiOLiy  than  the  self-eoutradlctory  declaration  of  a Dub- 
b • (’afholic  editor. 

We  do  not  rely,  however,  in  a matter  of  this  sort,  upon  documentnry  evi- 
dence, or  newspaper  a.sscvcration.  IVe  take  the  ground  that  tim  pcap’o  are 
themselves  suilicient  to  assert  and  inaiutaia  their  indopemlence  of  Ikq.es  of  ail 
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sorts ; and  that  they  are  in  no  danger  of  being  deposed  from  the  sovereignty 
V'ith  wljieb  their  Maker  and  their  Fath.ers  eudou^ed  them  in  these  St;ru;s. 
Three  thousand  and  fifty  Protestant  elcrgy  will  in  vain  hurl  their  anatheniuK 
against  thoun  from  Yankee  pulpits,  and  one  Publiu  editor  may  impotently  pi-M- 
claim  the  Pope’s  authority  over  their  temporal  concerns,  but  while  they  have 
the  right  to  manage  their  owis  affairs,  spile  of  Popes  and  of  secret  clubs,  they 
will  always  be  ready  and  able  to  maintain  and  support  that  sovereignty.  It  is 
only  an  insult  to  the  intelligence,  the  manliness  and  the  C’hristian  sentiment  of 
the  Aurginia  people  to  maintain  the  possibility  of  a priestcraft  domination  over 
them  from  any  quarter  or  of  any  sort. 

But  what  are  the  historical  evidences  of  the  truth  of  this  charge,  that  Catho- 
lics are  less  attached  to  civil  governments  entitled  to  their  allegiance,  than  otlicr 
denoniinationg  ? Surely  the  Catholic  subjects  of  the  British  crown  have  had 
cause  of  offence  against  that  government  its  persecutions  of  Catholic  Ireland. 
Surely  the  only  Catholic  province  of  that  government,  on  this  continent,  might 
have  boon  excused,  while  these  persecutlonsmf  their  Catholic  brethren,  in  Ire- 
land, were  going  on,  for  seeking  annexation  to  the  United  States.  Surely  the 
Prenoh  (hitholics  of  Canada  have  had  incentives  of  animosity  snSiclent  to  shake 
their  allegiance  to  the  British  Govermnenl  in  its  numberless  and  bitter  wars 
against  Cutlioiic  Prance.  Yet  what  is  the  present  political  status  of  Catholic, 
French,  colornal  Canada  ? Hear  how  Lord  Xugent  refutes  this  idea  of  a half 
allegiance  on  the  part  of  Catholics  ; 

Your  other  colonies  revolted  ; they  called  on  a Catholic  power  to  support 
them,  and  they  achieved  their  independence.  Catholic  Canada,  with  what  Lord 
Jdverpool  would  call  her  half-alliance,  alone  stood  by  you.  She  fought  by  your 
side  against  the  interference  of  Catholic  France.  Tf)  reward  and  encourage  her 
loyalty,  you  endowed  in  Canada  bi.shops  to  say  mass,  and  to  ordain  others  to 
say  mass,  whom,  at  that  very  time,  your  laws  would  have  hanged  for  saying 
mass  in  Eogh-uid  ; and  C-inada  is  still  yours  in  spite  of  Catholic  France,  in 
spite  of  her  spiritual  obedience  to  the  Pope,  in  spite  of  Lord  Liverpool’s  argu- 
ments, and  in  spite  of  the  iuilepcnderice  of  all  the  States  that  surround  her. 
This  is  the  only  trial  you  have  made.  Where  you  allow  to  the  Boman  Catho- 
lics llicir  religion  undisturbed,  it  has  proved  itself  to  bo  compatible  with  the 
most  f utliful  allegiance.  It  is  only  where  you  have  placed  allegiance  and  reli- 
gion before  tlie.m  as  a dilemma,  that  they  have  preferred  {as  w'ho  will  say  that 
they  ought  not  ?)  their  religion  to  their  allegiance.  How,  then,  stands  the  im- 
putation i:'  Disproved  l»j  histoi  yg  disproved  in  all  States,  where  both  religions 
co-exist,  ari'l  in  both  hemispheres,  and  asserted  in  an  exposition  by  Lord  Li- 
verpool, Solemnly  atid  repeatedly  a’ojured  by  all  Catholics,  of  the  discipline  of 
their  church.’^ — Lord  NufjenCs  Letter  to  Lev.  Sir  Gconje  Lee,  Bart. 

Men  might  idly  disr>ufo  till  doomsday  over  the  nice  question  in  political  ca- 
.‘S'llstry  of  the  extent  of  tbe  Rqvil  claim  of  temDoral  power  outside  of  Home. 
But  here  are  facts  which  illustrate  how  devoted  Catholics  may  be  and  are  in 
the  habit  of  showing  themselves  in  the  pnictic  d matter  of  ailegi  inee,  Yo'  it 
is  due  to  candor  to  admit  that  there  are  nistorical  instances  in  which.  Catlelirs 
have  I’etu-'rod  to  obey  the  calls  <^f  the  British  government.  The  Irish  Caflud  c 
Parliament  refused  to  furnisii  taxes  to  support  the  war  against  the  America-O 
colonic.-;  in  their  struegh  for  freedom.  Then,  too,  there  is  this  notable  passage 
io  Boti’a,  pp.  230-7  ; 

General  C irleton,  uuding  tbe  Canadians  so  decided  in  their  opposition,  inU 
rtjourso  to  the  authority  of  religion.  jJe  therefore  solicited  Brand,  the  Bi-hon 
of  Quebec,  to  pablish  a maadament,  to  be  read  from  the  pnliiit,  by  the  cmaites, 
ia  time  of  divine  service.  He  desired  the  prelate  should  exhort  the  people  to 
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trike  nrms,  and  sccoticI  tbe  soldiers  of  tlie  king,  in  tbe.ir  enterprises  against  the 
colonics.  But  the  bishop  by  a memoralAe  example  of  piety  and  relay lous  mod- 
cratloia  refused  to  lend  his  ministry  in.  this  icork ; saying  that  such  conduct 
^vould  be  too  unworthy  the  character  .of  the  pastor,  and  too  contrary  to  the  ca- 
nons of  the  Ronuvi  church.  Hovrever,  as  in  all  professions,  there  are  individ- 
uals Nvha  prefer  their  interest  to  their  duty,  and  tlie  useful  to  the  honest,  a few 
cccleaia;>tics  employed  themselves  with  great  zeal  in  this  affair;  but  all  their 
efforts  were  in  vain  : the  Canadians  (Catholics)  persisted  in  their  principles  of 
neutrality.  The  nohility,  so  well  treated  in  the  act  of  Quebec,  felt  obligated 
in  gr.'ititude  to  promote  in  tlds  oecurreuce  the  views  of  the  government,  and 
very  streouous:iy  exerted  themselves  with  that  intention;  but  without  any  better 
Buecess.'^ 

It  is  a well  known  fact  that  when  Lord  lIovrE,  the  first  British  ctMnmandci 
of  the  forces  designated  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  xVinerican  war  for  the  inva- 
sion of  this  country,  was  ordo'cd  by  the  war  department  to  prepare  for  embar- 
kation, he  wrote  that  ho  could  not  trust  the  Irish  Catholic  soldiers  of  liis  arm}, 
as  all  their  sympathies  were  with  America;  and  the  British  government  was 
forced  to  buy  Protestant  Hessians  at  the  rate  of  sixpence  a iiead  from  the 
Prince  of  Hesse  Cassel.  And  the  emissaries  dispatched  to  Germany  wrote 
more  than  once  to  Lord  North  complaining  bitterly  of  the  German  Catholics 
interfering  witli  the  enlistment  of  soldiers  for  America. 

There  are  facts,  however,  still  later,  and,  if  possible,  still  stronger  than 
these. 

Catholic  Louisiana  fought  full  as  bravely  and  effectually  ns  Know'  Not'ning 
Massachusetts  against  Catholic  ^Mexico  in  the  war  of  184G-H7.  Louisiana  fur- 
nished seven  regiments  and  7,041  troops  to  fight  against  her  brethren  of  the 
Catholic  faith  in  that  vrar  of  races  and  religions  ; ultho’  Know  Nothing  Massa- 
chusetts, in  the  excess  of  her  zeal  again.st  the  Pope  and  liis  people,  furni.'-hed 
hut  one  regiment  of  930  men  to  smite  the  Mexican  priests;  and  furnished  that 
immber  only  by  dint  of  most  ,‘dronuous  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  patriotic 
Democrats  in  her  borders.  If  you  usk  which  three  States  furnished  the  largest 
number  of  troops  in  that  foreign  war  against  a Catholic  nation  and  a Catholic 
race,  the  archives  of  the  country  will  tell  you  that  they  were  the  Catholic  States 
of  Louisiana,  Missouri  ami  Texas.  These  furnished  respectively  7,041,  0,4  41 
and  6,955  men,  or  an  aggregate  equal  to  the  total  number  supplied  by  all  the 
other  States  in  the  Uuiou  ’ Besides,  it  is  not'*rious  that  the  regular  array  of 
the  United  States  was  nride  up  during  that  war  so  exclusively  of  Irish,  (Cath'V- 
lics)  that  it  wuis  difficult  to  find  natives  enough  for  the  noa-coinrnissioued  offi- 
cers. 

Surely  the  generous  people  of  Yirginia  wdll  consider  the  evidence  of  the 
muster  rolls  of  the  country  a better  tablet  of  Catholic  patriotism,  und-u'  all 
temptations  of  religious  prejudice  and  bigotry,  than  the  newspaper  colurars  of 
oath-bound  editors.  Let  those  who,  for  p'uUticnl  purposes,  are  seeking  to  excite 
the  hatred  of  the  magnanimous  Virginia  voters  against  that  patriotic  pecple, 
read  these  facts  of  history,  and  blush  for  their  lack  of  gencro.>ity. 


The  following  articles  from  the  Enquirer  discussed  other  branches  of  the 
subject  in  a most  able  and  concluaivo  manner. 

KNOW-NOTLIiNCISM  AND  CATHOLICISM. 

Yfithout  any  very  penetrating  re.search  or  profound  philosophy,  a person  may 
discover  that  Know-Nothingism  rests  upon  the  vicious  principles  and  practice^ 
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tne  very  abominations  veith  wbich  the  Catholic  Church  is  reproached  by  its  cn- 
emies. 

It  is  true  both  in  a log:ical  and  historical  sense,  that  Protestantism  was  a re- 
volt a;^ainst  the  moral  despotism  of  the  Catholic  hierarchy.  The  church  of 
Horne,  at  lir.st  simple  in  its  ritual,  pure  in  its  faith,  and  ..spiritual  in  its  aspira- 
tions, in  time  deC'jrated  itself  hvith  barbaric  pomp  of  ceremonial,  ami  irot  cor- 
rupted by  the  world.ly  passion  of  political  ambition.  The  iguoranee,  the  debase- 
merit  an-i  the  disorders  of  the  .Middle  Age,  favored  the  pretensions  of  rho 
Church  ; as  men  sought  refiiam  under  its  wing  from  the  rage  of  anarchy  atici  the 
oppression  of  violence.  Vdo  speak  as  a Protestant  when  v:e  affirm,  that  th.e  do- 
minion of  the  Church  of  Pt'uue  in  the  dark  ages,  if  not.  in  itself  legitimate  and 
compatible  with  the  spirit  of  cliristianity,  vras  a political  contrivance  of  im- 
mense advantage  to  mankind  and  to  the  cause  of  civilization.  We  imake  this 
asseitlou  on  the  authoritv  of  the  accurate  and  di.-pas-'ionate  Ranke,  and  we  are 
aiippovted  in  the  position  by  the  facts  of  hi.story.  The  spiritual  swa\’  of  Papa- 
cy mirigHted  the  ferocity  of  feudal  tyrannjg  and  put  a bridle  on  tbe  savage  pas- 
sions of  uncultivated  man.  There  wa.s  no  justice  but  within  the  precincts  of 
the  s:i actuary,  no  religion  out  of  the  confessional,  no  learning  beyond  the  shades 
of  the  cloister.  The  hopes  of  humanity  were  preserved  from  a deluge  more  de- 
desfructivc  than  that  which  swept  away  the  traces  of  ^entedilavian  existence,  and 
the  church  was  the  ark  in  which  the  seeds  of  civilization  were  saved  from  tbe 
raging  elements  of  univcrsrd  violence  aud  darkness. 

For  this  great  service  llumaiiity  must  thank  the  Medieeval  Church.  Rut  the 
Church  issue<l  from  tbe  conflict  with  pride  inflated,  ambition  stimulated,  and 
with  an  irnmetise  a cession  of  political  power.  3Io7i  recognized  their  obliLCition 
to  the  Church,  and  from  a feeling  of  gratitude,  as  well  as  superstitious  dread  of 
its  power,  cm.:rributc'l  still  farther  to  itg  agtirandizement.  . The  unclean  spirit 
took  pnsge.ygion  of  the  Church,  debased  its  holy  nature,  and  perverted  its  high 
purpo.se.  It  became  corrupt,  in  proportion  as  it  became  rich,  and  persecuting  as 
it  got  to  be  powerful.  It  arrogated  absolute  sovereignty  over  tbe  mind  and  con- 
scieuv-e  of  men,  and  establi.shed  the  dread  machdnery  of  the  inquisition  to  en- 
force coriformi'y  to  its  creed  and  obedience  to  its  will.  Rut  rfne  conscience  and 
the  reason  of  nien  revolted,  against  the  despotism  of  the  Church,  and  Martia 
Luther  raised  a cry  f >r  the  liberty  of  PRIVATE  .11; dg:^IF.NT.  He  asserted  the 
i'ldepemionce  of  the  reason  aud  conscience  of  the  individual  man,  against  the 
dictation  of  coiuicijs  and  tlie  authority  of  the  Pope.  And  he  conquered.  The 
living  principles  of  Prote.staQti.un,  are,  perfect  freedom  of  conscience,  and  the 
sovereignty  of  the  individual  reason^.  Rut  the  Catholic  Church  too  was  cleansed 
of  many  of  its  irnpunties  by  tlic  spirit  of  the  Reformation,  and  its  pride  and 
its  power  have  melted  bef -re  the  progressive  civilization  of  the  age. 

la  every  a^^pect,  Know  A’othingi.sm  is  a preposterous  movement.  Affecting  an 
apprclicn.^ion  of  hiorarclii'cal  domination,  it  a.'^?'‘aiis  a church  which  propitiates 
pity  by  its  very  weakne.s.s  and  lielph-ssnes.>.  Peclaimiiig  against  an  alliance  of 
Church  and  State,  it  drag.s  religion  into  the  arena  of  politics,  and  promotes  tbe 
mteresrs  of  party  by  inflamraatfiry  appeals  to  the  pious  prejudices  of  Protestants. 
Denouncing  the  ^‘insidious  policy”  and  spiritual  despotism  of  the  Papacy,  it 
practices  expmJicnts  of  craft  and  imposture  from  which  a Jesuit  would  revolt, 
and  enlorccs  a submissive  obedience  to  its  will  with  the  cruel  intolerance  of  an 
Inqui>'itor. 

Protestantism  is,  in  its  origin  and  e.sscnti:il  idea,  a revolt  ngaln.st  any  external 
domination  over  tuc  reason  and  con.-cienoc  of  the  individual  man.  Yet,  Km)W 
Xuthi  ngism  pretend.s  to  servo  the  inter,  sts  of  Prote.^tanti.-cn,  by  an  organization 
which  usurps  absolute  sway  over  tbe  mind,  and  exacts  th.o  most  rigid  couformity 
to  the  supreme  will  of  the  Order  ! Ah)  stronger  contrast  can  exist,  thari  between 
the  liberal  spirit  of  irenuine  cliri-tianity,  which  elevates  and  ennobles  the  indi- 
vidual with  a scn.se  of  iofinite  responsibility  and  a consciousDoss  of  absolute  cou- 
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trol  over  liis  destiny,  and  tlio  stern  despoiisin  of  an  organization,  which  shins 
its  votaries  of  their  inanbood,  denies  tu  tliein  the  prerogative  of  free  thougiit 
and  free  specchj  and  binds  them  to  a pa.-^sivc  obedience  to  the  mandates  of  a su- 
perior power. 

We  do  not  iniscorieeive  the  nature  of  Know  Xottiingisrn.  Its  essential  idea  is 
the  subjection  of  th.e  individual  to  the  will  of  the  Order,  ilcfore  ioitiaiiou  he 
bimls  liimself  by  oath,  in  oJl  fhiii'/s,  political  and  socdd,  io  comphj  v:ith  tlic  in'li 
of  t}ic  Order.  After  initiation,  he  is  the  abject  slave  of  the  Order,  and  caiuxpt 
escape  from  his  bondage  without  the  consent  of  the  Order.  This  is  the  lettef 
of  its  constitution  : the  Grand  Coiincdl  shall  hare  poirer  to  decide  vpon  all 
'matters  uppertalnhaj  to  NATIONAL  Politics.  Thus  the  individual  member 
barters  away  his  independent  judgment,  an  1 in  o/Y  matters  appertaining  to  na- 
tional politics  binds  himself  to  submit  to  the  dictation  of  tlie  Grand  Council. 
If  the  Grand  Council  say  the  Nebraska  bill  is  an  iniquity,  he  can  no  more  dis- 
sent  from  their  decision,  ilian  a good  Catholic  can  now  dispute  the  immaculate 
conception  of  the  Virgin.  The  Catholic  takes  his  religiou-s  faith  from  Popes 
and  Councils  ; the  Know  Nothing  receives  his  political  creed  from  a Council  tec; 
— not  a council  of  men  distinguished  for  piety  and  learning,  but  an  iirosponsi- 
ble  conclave  of  demagogues,  without  personal  ciiaractcr  or  ]''U,])lic  reputation. 

Thus  is  Know  G*of brugisin  obnoxious  to  the  very  charge  of  which  it  accuses 
Catholicism.  Its  indictment  against  the  Papacy  recites  its  own  crimes  agriinst 
huLnanity.  The  Church  of  ^bmie  was  never  moro  iutoleran',  the  Council  of  the 
Inquisition  never  more,  p^osc^ipti^  e,  ihaii  this  perhdious  fiienu  of  Protestantism, 
this  treacherous  champion  cf  religious  liberty. 


The  Know  Nothings  of  Virginia  have  }>laccd  themselves  in  the  most  ridicu- 
lous and  discreditable  position — they  have  shown  thcmselve.s  to  be  tlie  mo.'t  ar- 
rant cowards,  frightened  at  tne  merest  shadow.  There  are  only  7,000  Catholic.s 
in  Virginia,  and  ahmit  800,000  Protestants — and  yet  the  Know  Nothing.s  arc 
alarmed  lest  the  7,000  should  swmllow  up  tlie  800,000.  Truly,  as  3Iajor  .Janu  s 
Garland  remarked,  it  would  reverse  the  narrative  of  the  Bible,  for  it  would  be 
nothing  less  than  Jonah  sncallowintj  the  whale  1 It  is  difacult  to  treat  this  sub- 
ject in  any  other  light  than  that  of  levity  and  ridicule.  But  since  the  alarming 
Catholic  influence,  and  the  nvenchehninj  temporal  power  of  the  Pope  of  Home, 
have  been  made  promiDOiit  issues  in  the  present  contest,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to 
refute  the  absurd  :<nd  groundless  idea  by  a few  fa^:ts  t'rom  the  records  of  pa-t 
and  present  History.  We  shall  first  quote  at  lenizih  a doelaratiou  of  the  Kng- 
li.-ih  Catholics  in  17o0.  utterly  refuting  the  Know  Nothin::  theory  on  the  subject 
of  the  temporal  power  and  inliuence  of  the  Pope.  IVhon  wo  see  Oatlnalics, 
under  the  monarchical  institatious  Mngbmd,  pri'claiming  that  they  a.-'O  ( a- 
tirely  free  from  temporal  allegiance  to  the  Pope,  is  it  not  ab.^urd  to  wit^if;^s  the 
hypocritical  alarm  expressed  em  this  point  by  Know  Nodiings  in  our  own  oountry, 
where  religion  is  free  and  whore  Truth  is  left  to  combat  Brror  f Tiie  following 
we  extract  from  Hees’  Encyclopedia,  under  the  head  of  “i’apiats 

The  Declaration  and  Protestation  Gi'jnvd  hn  the  EngUsh  Catholics  in  1789. 

We,  wlio.se  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  Catholics  of  England,  do  freciy, 

voluntarily,  and  of  our  own  accord,  make  the  follow  leg  solemn  Dcdaratimi  ui.nl 

Protestation. 

Whereas  sentiments  nnfavouralde  to  us.,  as  citizens  and  subject.s,  have  bocu 
entertained  by  Engli.-^h  Protestants,  on  account  of  principles  which  are  asserted 
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to  be  maintained  by  ns  and  other  C<atbolicF,  and  wnicli  principles  are'dangeroiiM 
to  socif'tv,  and  totally  repugnant  to  political  and  civil  liberty -it  is  a duty  tbut- 
ic6y  tlic  Eiia’Hsli  Catholics,  owe  to  our  country  as  Vv'cll  as  to  ourselves,  to  protest, 
in  a foruial  and  suleiim  manner,  against  doctrines  that  v:e  condemn,  and  that, 
constitute  no  part  whatever  of  our  principles,  religion,  or  belief. 

\Vc  are  the  more,  anxious  to  free  ourselves  from  such  imputations,  because 
divers  Crotestants,  who  ]mofess  themselves  to  be  real  friends  to  liberty  of  con- 
science. have,  nevertheless,  avowed  themselves  hostile  to  ?ns,  on  account  of  cer- 
tain opinions  which  u'p.  are  supposed  to  hold.  And  we  do  not  blame  those  Pro- 
testants f‘T  their  hostility,  if  it  proceeds  (as  we  hope  it  does)  not  from  an  intoi- 
erant  spirit  in  matters  of  religion,  but  from  their  being  mi.sinformed  as  to  mat- 
ters of  fact. 

If  it  were  true,  that  me,  the  English  Catiiolics,  bad  adopted  the  maxims  that 
are  erroneously  imputed  to  us,  v/e  acknowledge  that  v'c  should  merit  the  re- 
proach of  beiu2  dangerous  enemies  to  the  State  ; but,  n-.e  detest  those  unebris- 
tian-iike  and  execrable  maxims  : and  ve  severally  claim,  in  common  with  men 
of  all  other  religions,  as  a matter  of  natural  justice,  that  v:e,  the  English  Cath- 
olics, ought  not  to  sutler  Cm  or  on  account  of  any  wicked  or  erroneous  doctrines 
that  may  l,c  held  by  any  other  Catholics,  which  doctrines  v:e  publicly  disclaim,*^ 
any  more  than  Pritisa  1/rotestari'  S ought  to  be  rendered  respcuisible  for  any  dan- 
gerous doGtrines  that  may  be  held  by  any  other  Protestants,  which  doctrines 
they,  the  Ib.itlsh  Protestant.-,  disavow. 

rirsfy  ’vCe  have  been  accused  of  bolding,  as  a principle  of  our  religion,  that 
princes,  excomnumicated  by  the  Pope  and  council,  or  by  authority  of  the  See  of 
ilome,  may  ho  deposed  or  murdered  by  their  subjects,  or  other  persons. 

Put,  so  far  is  the  mavo  mentioned  unchristian-like  and  abominable  posiiion, 
from  being  a principle  that  we  lioll,  tb;.it  reject,  abhor,  and  detest  it,  and 
yery  part  thereof,  as  execrable  and  impious  : and  v:e  do  soiemniy  declare,  that 
rieither  Pope,  cither  witii  or  without  a general  council,  nor  any  prelate,  nor 
any  assembly  of  prelates  or  priei^ts,  nor  any  ecclesiastical  power  vrhatever,  can, 
absolve  the  subjects  of  this  realm,  or  any  of  them,  from  their  allegiance  to  his 
majesty  Iving  George  the  Third,  who  is,  by  authority  of  parliament,  the  lawful 
king  of  this  realuj,  and  all  of  the  dominions  thereunto  beloniring. 

Second,  We  have  al-o  been  accused  of  In'daing,  as  a principle  of  our  religion, 
tli.at  implicit  obedience  is  due  from  us  to  the  orders  and  decrees  of  Pop'^s  and 
ceneral  councils  ; and  tlmt  therefu-e  if  the  Pope,  or  any  general  council,  should, 
for  the  good  of  the  church,  command  us  to  take  up  arms  against  government,  or 
by  any  means  to  subvert  the  laws  and  liberties  of  this  country,  or  to  extermi- 
nate persons  of  a different  per-uasion  from  us,  icc  (it  is  asserted  by  our  accu- 
sers) hold  ourseives  bound  to  obey  such  orders  or  dccree.s,  on  paiu  of  eternal 
fire  : 

Whereas,  v'e  positively  deny  that  v:e  owe  any  any  such  obedience  to  the  Pope 
and  general  council,  or  to  either  ot  tliom  ; and  ice  believe  tlnit  no  act.  that  is 
in  itself  immoral  or  di-^hone.^t  can  ever  bo  justifed  by  or  under  color  that  it  i-i 
'done  ei.thcr  for  the  good  of  the  church,  or  in  obedience  to  any  ecclesiastical 
power  whatever.  We  acknowledge  no  infaliibil Ty  in  the  Pope';  and  am  neith.^r 
apprehend  nor  believe  r'nat  our  'li^obcdicnce  to  any  such  orders  or  decrees 
[should  any  such  be  giv-ui  or  made]  ceuhl  subject  us  to  any  punishment  w’har- 
evor.  And  liold  and  insist,  tuac  the  (kwholic  church  has  n-j  povrer  that  cat;, 
directly  or  in  lircctly,  p eiudice  tln^  rigiits  of  Protestantig  inasmucli  as  it  is 
strictly  con  lined  to  the  la  fusing  to  tlu  in  a participation  in  her  sacramenrs  and 
other  religions  Twivlicgos  uf  her  cemrnuni'in,  which  t\o  church  (as  conceive  • 
can  be  expected  to  give  f > t'lose  out  cf  her  pale,  and  which  d person  oat  o: 
her  pale,  wiii,  wo  suppose,  ever  require. 

And  u:e  do  solemnly  declare,  that  ?io  church,  nor  any  prelate,  nor  any  p.riest, 
nor  any  assembly  of  prolate.s  or  priestS;  nor  any  ecclesiastical  power  wiiatever; 
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Iiatli,  h'lvo,  or  Oiig’nt  to  have,  any  jurisdiction  or  authority  v,-h;iLSoever  within 
fills  reainj,  than  can,  directly  or  indirectly,  affect  or  interfere  Vvdtii  the  indepi-'ii- 
dence,  sovereignty,  laws,  constitution,  or  government  thereof;  or  the  rights, - 
liberties,  persons,  or  properties  of  tlie  people  of  the  said  realm,  or  any  of  them, 
save  only  and  except  by  tlio  authority  of  parliament;  and  that  any  such  as- 
sumption of  power  would  be  an  usurpation. 

ThirJ,  We  have  likewise  been  accused  of  holding,  as  a principle  of  our  re- 
ligion, that  rh(3  jdope,  by  virtue  of  his  spiritual  power,  can  dispense  with  the 
obligations  of  any  compact  or  oath  taken  or  entered  into  by  a Catholic  ; that 
therefore  no  oath  of  allegiance,  or  other  oatii,  can  bind  m ; and  censor] uently, 
that  inc  can  give  no  security  for  our  allegiance  to  any  government. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  this  conclusion  would  be  jasC  if  the  original 
proposition  upon  which  it  is  founded  were  true  ; but  we  positively  deny  that  vee 
do  bold  any  such  principle.  And  v:e  do  solemnly  declare,  that  neither  the  pope,. 
Bor  any  prelate,  nor  any  priest,  nor  any  assembly  of  prelates  or  priests,  iior 
any  ecclesiastical  power  whatever,  can  absolve  us,  or  any  of  us,  from,  or  dis- 
pense with,  the  obligations  of  any  compact  or  oath  whatsoever. 

Fourth,  We  have  also  been  accused  of  bolding,  as  a prineiple  of  our  religion, 
that  not  only  the  pope,  but  even  a Catholic  ]friest.  has  the  power  to  pardon  the 
sins  of  Catholics  at  his  will  and  pleasure,  and,  therefore,  that  no  Catholic  can 
possibly  give  any  security  for  his  allegiance  to  any  government,  inasmuch  as  the 
r>ope,  or  a priest,  can  pardon  perjuiy,  rebellion,  and  high  treason. 

We  acknowledge,  also,  'the  justness  of  this  conclusion,  if  the  proposition 
upon  which  it  is  founded  were  not  totally  false.  But,  ive  do  solemnly  declare, 
that,  on  the  contrary,  v:e  believe  that  no  sin  whatever  can  be  forgiven  at  tbo 
will  of  any  pope,  or  of  any  priest,  or  of  any  person  W’hornsoever  ; but  that  a 
sincere  scutow  for  past  sin,  a firm  resolution  to  avoid  future  guilt,  and  ever}’ 
possible  atonement  to  Cod  and  the  injured  neighbor,  are  the  previous  and  indis- 
pensable requisites  to  estahlish  a wmll-foundcd  expectation  of  forgiveness. 

And  v:c  huve  also  been  accused  of  holding,  as  a principle  of  our  reli- 
gion, that  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  v-uth  her<)tics  ; so  that  no  government  which 
is  not  Catholic  can  have  any  security  from  v.a  for  our  allegiance  and  peaceable 
behaviour. 

This  doctrine,  that  ^ faith  is  not  to  be  kept  with  heretics,’  t/;e  reject,  repro- 
bate and  abhor,  as  being  contrary  to  religion,  morality,  and  common  honesty  ; 
and  we  do  hold  and  solemnl}^  declare,  that  no  breach  of  faith  with  any  person 
whomsoever  can  ever  be  justlSed  by  reason  of  or  under,  pretence  that  such  per- 
son is  an  heretic  or  an  inlidd. 

And  we  further  solemnly  declare,  that  do  make  this  Declaration  and  Pro- 
testation, and  every  part  thereof,  in  the  plain  and  ordinary  sense  of  the  words 
of  the  same,  without  any  evasion,  equivocation,  or  mental  reservation  whatso-’ 
ever. 

And  v;e  appeal  to  tim  justice  and  candor  of  our  fellow-citizens,  whether  av, 
the  lAiglisb  Catholics,  who  thus  solemnly  disclaim,  and  from  O’u-  hearts  ablur, 
the  above  mentioned  abominable  an<l  unc!iristian-like  principles,  ought  to  i.'O 
put  on  a level  with  any  otiier  men  who  may  hold  and  profess  those  piincl]>le5. 

The  above  Declaration  and  Protestation  w;is  signed  bj’  one  thou.-arul  sev'. a 
hundred  and  forty  persons,  including  several  peers,  and  two  biiridred  and  forty- 
one  clorgymen  of  the  Catholic  reiigion. 

We  come  now  to  a later  day,  and  we  produce  proof  the  most  undoubted,  thr.  t 
the  (.,’atholic  (;hurch  most  cnqdiatically  repudi.'ires  the  deaffrine  th.at  the  I, ‘ope  »:r 
the  Chnreii  could  absolve  men  from  any  just  and  binding  oldiaeition.  The  ev;- 
dence  we  find  in  a letter  of  Michael  Ih'ffcny,  addressed  to  Henry  A.  \Vise  iI^ 
tlie  New  York  Honest  d'ruth.”  Jn  the  J’rl^h  Bishofss  were  summoned 

before  a committee  of  the  British  House  of  Commons.  Ainongst  themselves 
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tliey  selected  the  most  crnimMit  and  learned  of  tlicir  bodj  to  represent  tLen:. 
Ijoing  apprised  uf  the  subjects  ot  the  enquiry,  they  had  ample  time  to  examiae 
and  \veiL;h  and  duly  consider  them.  Their  answers  are  hritly  cited: 

Doctor  Doyle  is  ashed — 

Can  the  Tope  absolve  tlic  hin^^’s  suLjccU  from  their  allegiance  A.  No.” 
Q.  “ is  it  in  Lis  powmr  to  deprive  the  king  of  his  kingdom  A.  ‘‘  It  is  not, 
inrlccd.” 

Q.  Can  he  by  any  means  excuse  a Catholic  from  Lis  allegiance  ?” 

A.  Host  undoubtedly  not  ?” 

Q.  “■  Is  the  claim  that  some  Popes  have  set  up  to  temporal  authority  opposed 
to  Scripture  and  tradition  ?” 

A.  ••  In  XlY  opinion  it  is  opposed  to  P>0T£!.” 

The  Hi^rht  Hev.  Dr.  Curtis,  A:chbish')p  of  Armagl  in  the  same  examination, 
and  in  answer  to  the  same  qu(;stion,  sa}s  : 

I do  not  think  it  ia  very  conformable  to  it.  I do  not  say  exactly  it  is  op- 
posed to  it;  but  certainly  he  has  received  no  such  power  from  Christ?” 

I'»oetor  Murray,  Archbishop  of  Dublin — 

“ The  Pope’s  authority  is  wholly  eontined  to  his  spiritual  antbority,  according 
to  the  words  of  our  Savour,  ‘ hly  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.’  llis  spiritual 
power  does  not  allow  him  to  dethrone  kings  or  absolve  their  subjects  from  the 
allegiance  due  to  tlicm  ; and  any  attempt  of  that  kind  I would  consider  con- 
trary to  t^cuipture  and  iradition.” 

Dr.  Kelly,  Archbishop  of  Tuam — 

“It  never  was  admitted  as  a doctrine  of  the  Catholic  church  that  the  Pope 
had  temporal  authority  outside  his  own  domiuions.” 

Mr.  Itoheny  also  refers  to  the  evidence  of  the  two  most  eminent  men  who 
had  theretofore  written  on  tlic  subject  in  liugiand — Doctor  Milner  and  leather 
O’jjeary — ami  who  had  exposed  the  false  pretence  that  the  Pope  could  dispense 
with  the  obligations  of  an  oath.  lie  next  comes  to  our  own  rimes  and  refers  to 
the  important  case  of  the  College  of  Mayncoth  iu  Iroiand,  It  is  (we  quote  his 
lauiruage)  “ a Catholic  insliruiiun,  endowed  by  the  ultra  Protestant  Government 
of  Koiiland,  and  has  been  norv  for  over  half  a century  tlie  teeming  cause  of  re- 
li'-'ious  acerhify-  Ko  wonder  that  it  should,  wdien  we  consider  time  by  Loudon 
law  a priest  wuis  a fMen,”  to  be  educated  for  the  priesthoed  “felony,”  and  to 
officiate  a.-  a priest  “high  treason.”  How'  there  came  to  be  a Catholic  college 
is  explained  in  this  way  : 

“ Nbjtwithstanding  the  law,  priests  vmre  ordained  and  mass  was  olTered^  at 
fir.=‘t  in  caves  and  mountain  gorge.s,  and  uftenvards  in  out-of-thc  way  places  in 
broad  day-light.  The  priests  wx-re  educated  abroad.  France,  Spain,  Italy, 
opened  asylums  of  educatiori  tor  the  exiled  Irish  Catholics,  and  some  came  homo 
‘as  priest.^,  at  the  ri^k  of  being  Iwl  to  the  gallows.  Strange  things  fore.-^hadov.'cd 
thems'.;lvc3  iu  the  literature  and  feeling  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  Eng- 
land, beginning  to  be  afraid  to  hang  the  priest,  and  apprehending  that  his 
ITem  li,  education  was  Jacobitiical  'W  rather  .Licohito,  besought  her  of  providing 
a home  education  for  him,  wldi  a view  to  Jnia.'iounlir.e  him.  Hence  the  colh  go 
of  Mavnootu — an  “ invetition  of  the  enemy.”  However,  it  by  no  mcatis  an- 
swered the  end.  The  endowm<;nt,  iq>  to  l'-H-5,  was  only  £ oO.OOO  <a  year,  it 
was  then  increased  to  £ oU.bUi),  hut  v/ithout,  as  it  would  seem,  becoming 
more  L'yal.  Since  then,  Inigotry,  bititig  at  the  wires  of  its  cage,  which  grows 
narrower  and  narrower  daily,  lum  been  nibbling  at  it,  and  no'withsriijidiriy  all 
that  has  been  said  and  worn  to  the  contrary,  repeating  the  prctcDce  that,  the 
i'ope  ciaimed  the  deposim:  and  absulvi.i!:  power. 

“In  H52  a committee  wuis  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  onhedoxj  of  tlni 
College,  who  have  just  l3.=  ued  tluur  report.  They  c.xamined  the  professors,  and 
a.sked  them  the  same  questions  the  DisLops  answered  iu  lb'25. 


Uf 


“.,’4/  • 


a»R^J  oi  bii«  ^ifim  9JI 

oJ  oiti?5  M<h4i«  ln»*f  t»cii  ,7‘jiwj>4i>»  -itft  Ilf  <nAi  1<»  b^taii^qt  jnkfU 

* hi>Jb  {tetf  attt  thdT  9 y^wb  biti.  huu 

. — ki  ul'/Ml  ic^J  jiXl 
**t  iKJffejfgolla  fhfh  flK/l’i  ^‘9’Jiy,lL«r  cdinfiO  ^ 

,A  Bid  lo  i‘iiJ  'ivi'f{«()  iit  Woq  t»id  ni  n al  “ \) 

Vi-  ° . ^ a « M 


1.:: 


•'^1 


“.oV.  ••  .A 

.jiiia  M 4l.^^ 


‘ 't  fi04Wif>nu  isiil  dwi’-)  ^ &p«  *w  '(iiMd  o<f  tinO''*  <i> 

1 .'  * M ^Ib»J4no»cii  ” .A  ,^  "■ 

h-wi^ao  yihod<i?tt  o)  <|u  to<*  ^rml  wiii  louib  ft!  **  ,p 

- J'’  ajoi^fliJL  has  u'ui4ql*w3  ol  ' 

^'.irroa  ot  <Ly4*>TO  *»)[  tM  jcl**  .A  . 

.ffOil£fT«aASC'>  , ■() 

ei  li  I ^ ^ «i  iua  n»fe  1^ 

"tJaiTdO  moiVT?>W3^T  r#ui  |4tf7xU\U>i»^  4wvl  i4(.,0 

^ iXm^vsK  ’5ul;m(t 

lf»;|4i0W  ,YJmd4e*  <w(T  »» 

lr«jn‘tict^  *ai  Mhow  i»o  la^itiow  odt  o4 

aioTi  «t<wj4<b4^yfftd)-  »>4^aj-id  ^|i«-4ofl  :-t»<»i*' 

^aotr  i-)!4?*fnriO  fcjiiftw  I biJJi  yyaaijiliUft 

,^  :.  J ''‘SVy’*  bait  (1^ 

iMPViK#W  ■ »:  ' ii  ■ ■*'''  'iliW  '‘Ir ^ 

oii  4it4i  dsiirdd  wlodk-O  s -¥^)  b^lMWbft  i^Yt^a  4l  **  ^ 

1^  " a eM  laa'  l4n^4| «jo4  bed 

^ .1.40:!  . a<*  » .JL  ik<.  .Af.  a . iLiJril  ^ 4 JtfuriF  ^k.tLi‘f  M iJtk  mS%m  s» 


VI 


if- 


to.jwflif  j rtwo  i*M>  •<‘' .‘*‘'5 

*[,r9»>Vp  -.b)  Itrsf  •iMi.il'jVJ  (I'KifpsteiBft^  »»*  to  0^.»<w>wmi  »^i 
»i)a*mv/toa  JnmwHU'i.  ;(i«t4tiiw  ,0W4|Wi»4ni  <MWir.U  ^'“'(iia.w*! 

•*T  to  .Mxrai  aataw.)  wti 

».,i«-.u  •(.!  Mitt  ittfchfi'/»w&  »l  tmlj' Mo«»roil  .xlivliMwItWg!) 

•i|  Smj*  •’|t«ot>t  ••f.y<^>r<>«'i'<Mi:iii!i«^>!0^  “f  **•  ■"*»'>< h.kbw.Ib^hjii  a we.I ,, 
-mbs'!'.!.  5;to.itoO‘ll'W  *1  limisAliJitoiifrif - 

to  .tioi^Tld  w«M  i#  <si»i»  tuwii^  ,i»«l  #4»  soittut!!.iI»l«to‘.i  ''- 

ni  s^'mI®  ttw  wflto-J«0  O!  »'#,  "j'?**’'®  -k 

.Tiid-i  .(litwa  ,».<i:«i’X 

om«s,f  0,w«>  sStAHiaB  ,«rj#4\i!l^Xti6(h1rVi»i<  tKtl  tol 


■'''ra 


!...•», vSuitSiW'l  »»a-f.tt.i»Jiito1il?,a  <?»  8,«to4  *•' 

-^m^y  hm  miii,mtiil\  adl  ai 


biCN'  i*i«;ifna'y 

rnmm  ife  lo 


...  4.  ■.  . ...  /.  ^.-  -r^ 

a ' 


9 

-no 


Jl  .IWlt  * 7i«<.  «.»«#)  |t  »4?  .fato  B(tJ  I'sno^i^ 

jtuJiwto»»».«^W'iii/w^r-v>i  'tiiitti'W  a*w  - 


x«* 


wqtu  ibtdn  "*«<>  to  i«T'4 

Mt«  au»toi<Hif»iwtoiV  UUtt  a’*4  torf  illtoV  «w.miai,C«e  totJOTtoa 

•ajrto  irJtoiltM  WlJ  *>111  r-tojtoi  o»  »«hwi«0*  u se'll  fli'l" 

ba»  ,HO»»i«wi  *it>  I»«!'MI1*»  t»4T  4<i«<i « I'a4i  biMiMr t*«i  «»i.d  <idwi;»g»t(oO 
' a)  ikjoiUiU  (lilt  e^itowp  9iiB<i«  Bill  aiadJ  Iwito 

■..  V- »?'■*:- VI  Hr:v*fi-.  . ^ 

, ' , /^  ,•;■  'VViij  '^  ' .a-t 


t ,V 


145 


I qiiote  first  from  l^octor  G’Hiitilou  : 

With  regard  to  the  firsrj  doctriDC  of  Galilean  Liberties,  is  it  not  a qaest’en 
in  dispute  among  Homan  Catholics?  It  is  - tho’  we  may  regard  the  opinicn 
yrhiedi  attributes  either  direct  or  indirect,  temporal  power  to  the  Pope  or  to  the 
church  as  beiug  ahriost  obsolete.  Tlie  only  writers  who  have  attempted  to  re- 
vive it  in  modern  times  are  I)r.  Browmson,  a recent  convert  to  Catholicity,  and 
an  editor  of  an  American  review,  and  the  famous  Lamermais,  who  has  been 
eondemiiod  by  the  Holy  ISee,  for  the  extravagance  ami  eccemrieity  of  certain 
doctrines  vrh’ch  lie  held.  I might  here  observe  that  in  a document  addressed 
from  Home  l>y  Cardinal  xVntoiieli,  to  the  Irish  Catholic  Prehaes,  so  early  a5 
17bl,  it  is  expressly  afiinned  that  the  Holy  See  regards  that  man  as  a calum- 
niator, who  imputes  to  it  the  tenet,  ‘ that  an  oath  to  kings  seperated  from  tl;e 
Catholic  communion  can  be  violated,  or  that  it  is  lawful  for  the  Bishop  of  Home 
to  invade  their  rights  and  dominions.'  lApe  Gregory  XAH.,  also,  not  only  in 
his  encyclical  letter  of  1S8‘2,  bat  in  his  reply  to  the  declaration  of  the  Ih-ussiar^ 
governmeat  in  1S88,  lays  down  principles  which  appear  to  me  to  be  irrccoDcila- 
blo  with  the  opinion  which  invests  the  lApe  or  the  church  with  direct  or  indi- 
rect temporal  authority.  He  adopts  the  doctrine  of  Tertullian,  and  some  otlo^rs 
of  the  early  fathers,  that  no  cause  wdiatcver  can  justify  the  deposition  or  de- 
thronement of  a king,  and  that  the  people  should  patiently  endure  every  sort  of 
tyranny  and  oppumssion  rather  than  have  recourse  to  so  violent  and  dangerous  a 
remedy.  The  doctrine  i^  as  incompatible  with  the  deposing  power  of  the  I'ot.e 
as  it  is  repugnant  to  the  ideas  of  political  WTiters  of  these  countries. 

“ I close  with  this  quotation,  hoping  that  I have  satisfied  yon  that  in  es- 
pousing our  cause  you  have  not  committed  yoiir.self  to  the  rani  of  men  like 
this  Brownsou,  tvho  trade  upon  credulity  and  superstition.''’ 

This  evidence  should  be  sufilciont  to  satisfy  all  reasonable  men,  but  we  mean 
to  clinch  the  nail  and  to  show  what  Catholics  think  and  say,  here  at  our  own 
firesid  ‘s,  upon  the  .soil  of  Adrginia,  in  this  metropolis  of  the  OM  Hominion. 
AVith  this  object  in  view,  we  ask  attention  to  the  followincr  correspondence  be- 
tw’cen  James  Lyons,  Esq.,  and  the  Catholic  Bishop  of  Hichmond.  His  frank 
replies  to  the  enquiries  addressed  to  him,  should  satisfy  ail  but  besotted  and 
bigoted  Know  Nothings,  tbao  the  charge  of  the  danger  to  our  institulions,  fron; 
the  tcniporal  power  of  the  Pope,  are  the  wildest  fancies,  the  most  iihsubstan'ir.I 
dreams.  Xo  additional  wmrd  of  comment  can  be  necessary  to  dispel  the  terrible 
alarm  wbitdi  has  been  conjured  up,  by  the  patriotic  and  pious  inanager.s  of  the 
Secret  Order,  and  their  zealous  co-laborers,  the  Know  Xothing  press  and 
orators  ; 


^‘Hichmond,  April  1$,  1S55. 

To  2^r,hop  McGill, 

Hev.  vSir  : — Having  heard  and  read  much  declamation  against  the  Catholirs, 
because  of  the  alleged  temporal  power  of  the  Pope,  I take  the  liberty  to  iuquh-e 
of  you  whether  the  Catholics  in  Virginia  do  acknowledge  any  temporal  nlic- 
glance  to  the  Pope ; and  wheUier,  if  this  country  could  Oe  and  was  assaile-l  im" 
invadc'l  by  the  army  of  the  Pope,  (if  he  liad  one,)  or  by  anv^  other  Catholic 
power,  the  Catholic  citizetL-;  of  this  cuuntry,  no  matter  whore  born,  would  not 
be  as  much  bound  to  defend  the  h'Jag  of  America,  her  rights  and  liberty,  m 
any  luitivo-born.  citizen  wi-uMbe:  acd  wlu'ther  the  performance  of  that  du’v 
would  coLifiict  with  any  oath,  or  vnw,  or  orLer  obliiratiou  of  i he’ Catholics  ? 

My  purpose  is,  with  )OUi'  leave,  to  make  this  note  and  your  reply  to  A 
public. 

AA'itli  high  respect,  your  friend,  kc-, 

JAME8  LVOXS.” 
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Kiciimond,  Ya.,  April  19,  1S55. 

l)ear  Sir: — The  which  yow  have  achlresFcd  to  me,  contains  three  ques- 

tions, to  wbieh  you  a.-k  an  answer,  with  a view  to  publication. 

First  Question. — “ Wiuither  llio  Catholics  in  ''iTr^inia  do  acknowledge  any 
any  temporal  allegiaTice  to  the  l*i>po  V’ 

To  this  I answer,  that  unless  there  bo  in  Virginia  some  Italians  who  ovvo  al- 
legiance to  the  Pope  as  a temporal  Prince,  because  they  were  born  in  liis  iStatos, 
and  are  not  Daturalizc«I  citizens  of  this  country,  there  *are  no  Catholics  in  I'ir- 
ginia  who  owe  or  aeknowlclgo  any  temporal  allegiance  to  the  Pope. 

Second  Question.- — “ IVhcthcr,  if  this  country  could  be  and  was  assailed  and 
inyaded  by  tlm  army  of  the  Pope,  (if  he  l)ad  one,)  or  by  any  other  Catholic 
power,  the  Catliolic  citizens  of  this  country,  no  matter  where  born,  would  not 
be  as  much  hound  to  defend  the  Flag  of  America,  her  rights  and  liberty,  as  any 
e-born  citizens  would  be  C' 

Answer;  To  me,  the  hypotbosis  of  an  invasion  of  our  country  by  the  Pope, 
seems  an  absurdity;  but  should  lie  come  with  armies  to  establish  temporal  do- 
minion here,  or  should  any  other  Catliolic  power  make  such  an  attemjpt,  it  is 
my  conviction  that  all  Cath.olie  citizens,  no  matter  where  born,  who  enjoy  the 
benolits  and  franchises  of  the  Constitution,  would  be  eonseicnciously  bouiid, 
like  native-born  citizens,  to  defend  the  Hag,  rights  and  liberties  of  the  Ifepubiic, 
and  repel  such  invasion. 

Third  Question. — Vf hether  tlic  performance  of  that  duty  would  ccnfiict 
with  any  oath,  or  vow,  or  other  obligation  of  the  Catholic 

Answmr  : Catholics,  reared  in  the  Church  as  such,  have  not  the  custom  of 
taking  any  oaths  or  vows,  except  the  baptismal  vows,  “ to  renounce  the  Devil, 
his  works  and  pomps.'”  Persons  converted  to  the  faith,  or  those  receiving  de- 
grees in  Tlieology,  may  be  required  to  take  the  oath  comaiiiod  in  the  creed  of 
Pius  IV.  of  obedience  to  the  Pope,  which,  as  far  as  I knowq  has  alvrays  been 
imderstood  and  interpreted  to  signify  a spiritual  obedience  to  him  as  head  of  the 
Church,  and  not  obedience  to  him  as  a temporal  prince.  liishops,  on  their  con- 
secration, also  take  an  oath  which,  in  our  country,  is  different  from  the  old  form 
used  in  Europe.  Put  none  of  these  vows,  oaths,  and  no  other  obligation  of 
which  I am  aware,  confiicis  with,  the  duty  of  a citizen  of  the  United  States  to 
defend  the  flag  and  liberties  of  his  countiy. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  state  that,  as  we  have  no  article  of  faith  teaching 
that  the  I'opc,  of  divine  right,  enjoys  temporal  power  as  head  of  the  Church, 
whatever  some  theologians  or  writers  may  have  said  on  this  point,  must,  like 
inj  ausv?ers  to  your  inquiries,  be  eon-idcred  as  opinions  for  w'bich  the  writers 
themselyes  only  can  be  held  responsible. 

Yours,  very  truly,  Ac. 

J.  McGiLL,  Bishop  of  BichmonJ. 

To  James  Lyons,  Esq.” 


THE  Wl^'CnESTEIl  COXYENTIOX. 

About  five  months  after  the  Democratic  state  ticket,  was  put  forth,  on  the 
14t!)  March,  the  Know-Aotidng  [»:.rty,  trying  to  imitate  as  much  as  possible 
the  Hartford  Coruumtion,  ot  I '''deral  blue-light  notoriety,  assembled  in  sccr  't 
at  the  town  oi  W inclie.<t»'r,  tor  the  ])urpose  of  nominating  a state  tiekeb 
Never  before  in  the  history’  ot  V irginia  did  any  party,  for  the  purpose  namc(', 
assemble  in  privacy  and  secrecy  to  make  a state  nomination.  We  .suj)])ose 
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that  the  famous  Gun  Powder  plot  could  not  have  been  concocted  under  more 
binding  oaths  and  cautious  secrecy.  Guy  Fawkes  himseif  would  liave  owned 
its  organization  as  his  handiwork.  VFe  have  never  seen  the  names  of  brut 
ihree  delegates  that  were  present,  and  these  w'cre  appended  to  the  schedule 
of  iPasis  Principles  which  was  soon  promulgated  in  the  name  of  the  conven- 
tion and  to  the  correspondence  informing  the  candidates  of  their  nomination. 
■\Vho  were  there,  and  what  was  srdd  and  done,  in  all  human  probability  will 
never  be  known  to  the  generation  now  in  existence.  Tlrere  could  be  nothimr 
discovered  by  examining  the  registers  of  the  hotels,  for  tlic  delegates  used 
fictitious  names  in  recording  themselves.  "What  shall  we  think  of  a state 
convention  which  meets  and  registers  under  aliases.?  Are  we  to  believe  that 
this  party  loves  darkness  rather  than  light  because  their  deeds  are  evil? 

The  Examiner  contained  the  following  amusing  notice  of  the  bodv  and  its 
actions  : 

The  WiNCHESTEii  Conventio>^. — After  long  and  painful  labors,  com- 
menced in  the  long  cothn-like  garret  of  Stebbins’  china-shop,  in  this  citv. 
some  weeks  since,  and  adjourned  over,  for  reasons  unknown,  to  Winclicster, 
a salubrious  village  of  tliis  state,  the  Know-Nothings  liave  made  their  anx- 
iously expected  nununa'ioris. 

Vfinchester  paper  describes  this  gathering  of  midnight  accouchcrs  a-  a 
-slim,  dreary  and  melancholy  squad  of  battered  Whigs,  the  aggregate  re‘’ord 
of  whose  disappointments  and  defeats  would  fill  a volume  considcra!)!  y ex- 
ceeding the  dimensions  of  the  doorn’s-day  book,  Thei-e  were  about  as  manv 
Know-Nothings  in  attendance,  that  pa};cr  says,  as  there  were  delegates  to 
the  celebrated  Hartford  Convention  ; and,  of  that  number,  it  is  sr.idi  that 
there  was  a solitary  Democrat,  whose  local  habitation  and  name  we  have  rmt 
heard.  The  rest  were,  of  course,  hungry  and  famished  Whigs — ex-congress- 
men, ex-state  senators,  ex-members  of  House  of  Delegates,  ex-^hend's, 
ex-con.^tables,  cx-magistrates,  ex-coroners  and  ex-militia  oilicers  of  every 
rank.  It  was  a grand  carnival  of  political  cripples,  the  maimed,  mutilate .1 
remains  of  defeats  and  disappointments  without  nurnber.  Dante,  in  his 
excursion  through  the  infernal  regions,  might  have  stumbled  upon  such  a 
conclave  of  the  political  damned,  drinking  hot  brimstone  punches,  and  toast- 
ing, at  their  lei.^ure,  on  gridirons' and  pitchforks;  but  never  before  in  tins 
stats  was  there  such  a lifeless  convention.  The  congre.-^sional,  senatorial  and 
riMHter  precincts  gave  up  tlieir  dead,  and  we  question  whether  there  w.U'^  as 
much  vitality  in  tlie  v.  hole  convention  as  there  is  in  one  healthy  Democrat. 

\y Q have  said  that  thi<  melancholy  assemblage  of  Chelsea  invalids  was 
W^hig.  Its  presence  perfuiued  tiie  little  town  of  Wincho'^ter  with  tiie  odor 
of  church-yard  Whiggery.  Tlie  maimed  survivors  of  man}*  a sad  and  luc’:- 
les.s  fight,  With  the  gallant  Vii'ginia  Democracy,  were  seeking  T)r(vmiuent 
places  in  the  council  chamber  of  the  Know-Nothings,  as  the  atllicted  of  sn  ip- 
lura!  times  struggled  to  be  in  the  front  rank  around  the  hcaiing  water  - ef 
lletiiesda.  No  man,  we  venture  to  say,  from  wliat  we  have  jjeard  of  the 
H inchester  Convention,  could  have  been  present,  ami  beheld  tlrat  colirc' m n 
of  Whig  partisans  ami  leaders,  without  denouncing  ivnow-Nothingi-m  as  ifie 
very  hitest  and  most  vicious  invention  of  tlie  old  Fedmal  enemy,  that  turns- 
’Jp  with  a new  name,  but  the  same  old  I'uinciples  and  vices,  every  few  y--  i.-s. 

d'here  was  nothing  Democratic/aboi.it  it.  The  shameful  spectacb*  iv.'i'  i-ro- 
sented  to  an  intelligent  peojile,  of  deb'.gates  appointed  by  secret  ludges,  tiound 
by  frightful  oaths,  plcvtged  upon  the  floly  Word  of  God  to  the  work  of  pro- 
scription and  persecutioi),  meetijig  with  closed  doors,  and  seeking  io  take 
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from  the  people  :ill  free  agency  In  the  selection  of  their  representatives.  It 
jn-esented  tlie  contrast  of  Calaline's  gatheiingof  disaflectcci  and  disappointed 
colleagues  to  that  of  the  people  of  Home  flocking  in  the  open  air  to  listen  to 
the  fearless  eloquence  of  Cicero.  There  aie  times  beyond  question — times 
Vvhen  nation-',  like  individuals,  become  the  victims  of  temporary  insanity— 
when  Reason,  tired  of  sitting  on  her  throne,  vacates  it  for  a while,  when 
Folly  “takes  the  chair,”  and  misrule  becomes  the  order  of  tlie  day.  Good 
ami  true  men  arc,  at  sucli  moments,  di-rcmirded  ; and  the  temporary  sove- 
reign appoints  befitting  coiuticrs.  Such  dynasties  compress  much  evil  in  the 
few  months  of  their  existence,  and  then  are  overtiirown  and  become,  a by- 
word and  reproach. 

Secret  conclaves  to  select  candidates  for  the  people,  in' a country  where 
the  purity  of  the  elective  franchise  depends  upon  its  freedom  from  mystery 
and  concealment,  illustrate  the  inauguration  of  such  an  unfortunate  era  as  we 
liave  just  referred  to.  It  is  a new  please  of  that  spirit  of  political  folly  and 
error  which  made  the  unreliecting  and  unprincipled  fail  down  and  worship- 
log-cabins,  coon-skins,  hard  cider,  and  other  baibarous  symbols,  in  1840.  It 
is  a revival  of  that  incarnation  of  insincerity,  fraud  and  duplicity — “the  no 
party  movement”~~by  which  the  IVhig  party  skulked  into  power  in  1848, 
and  then  laughed  at  the  silly  Democratic  gulls  who  were  seduced  from  their 
party  but  to  rue  their  treason  in  sackclotli  and  ashes. 

The  Winchester  Convention,  in  spirit,  intent  and  arrangement,  w'as  a new 
device — a fresh  snare  of  Fedei-alism  set  for  that  class  of  Democrats  who 
have  again  and  again  been  caught  and  plucl'ed  by  a political  adversary,  who, 
like  the  modern  Greek,  sub.^iitutes  cunning  for  boldness  and  courage.  The 
solitary  Demociat  who  is  said  to  have  formed  the  popular  element  in  this 
Convention  of,  it  is  said,  slxty-eiglit  delegates,  properly  represents  the  exact 
proportion  of  Demo':raey  in  the  Know-Nothing  raarty  in  Virginia.  It  is 
made  up  in  the  ratio  of  sixty-eight  parts  of  rank,  bitter  and  most  uncorn- 
promi.->ing  Federalism  to  one  of  bogus,  pinchbeck  Dem.ocracy.  The  Federal 
pill  is  coated,  not  with  tine  white  sugar,  but  with,  a compound  of  treacle  and, 
coifee  brown,  This  new  organization  the  late  ludicrous  Convention  at  Win- 
che.-stcr  has  convinced  every  body,  possesses  no  actual  strength  in  Virginia. 
The  prou'.I,  intlcxlble.  c on intent  Henry  Chav  Whigs  will  never  give  up  the 
banner  of  “ the  oM  Clay  Guard,”  torn  and  ragged  as  it  i--',  to  march  under 
the  black  flag  ot  a secret  society.  The  unarribiucus,  intelligent  gentlemen  of 
the  Whig  partjp.  men  depending  upon  their  plantations,  not  upon  otiice  for  sup- 
port. would  sooner  die  than  exchange  pass-words,  oatlis  and  grips  with  slippery 
professional  politicians  m tiie  gari  et-  of  china  sliop,w  They  liold  too  sacred  the 
memory  of  their  great  leaders  to  deny  the  name  given  them  by  the  noble 
Kentuckian,  and  become  Know-Nothings.  In  spire  of  the  example  of  the 
solitary  Democrat  in  the  Winche."ter  ConvcRtien,  nine  hundred,  and  nineit- 
ninc  of  our  party  would  con-^ider  it  a [rofanation  to  abandon  the  faith  of 
tlieir  lathers,  and  become  edsi'iples  oi  Judmri,  tlie  convict,  Rennet,  the  oiit- 
law,  and  I; liman,  the  Hindoo,  and  rega’rd  such  a solicitation  as  aitording 
ample  justitication  for  knocking  the  verdant  author  of  the  propo-dtion  down. 
Know-Nothingi<m  may  fcsti'w  in  the  town-  and  villages,  among  Ddiig  .-liop- 
keepers,  but  there  is  a power  in  the  country,  among  the  Democratic  faimn's 
that  will  crush  it  out,  ‘ 

Sam’s  KxserenssFun  axn  Srccr.ssruL  Coi'Rtshtfs. — It  is  a perfectly 
notorious  fact,  that  long  before  tlm  4Vinr!:ester  Convention,  the  chief  con- 
spirators cf  the  new  order  of  .lonits,  in  this  state,  like  t!m  “ Father  -u’ 
F U,”  went  aI\ont  covertly  throwing  tom’d.ition.s  in  the  wav  of  nearly  every 
Available  and  disdngnished  Democrat,  Acting  upon  tlie  'Walpole  tlmovy, 
that  “every  p'ublic  man  had  ITm  price,”  they  essaved  to  secure  for  their  pur- 
pose a strong,  healthy  Democrat — thus  confessing  that  there  wa.s  ito  member 
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vC  t}jO  order  who  possessed  the  confideDce  of  the  people—not  one  who  was 
sulheienllv  strong  to  bear  th.e  odium  and  opprobrium  of  avowed  Know- 
jS’oUiingUni. 

At  the  very  time  when  they  were  every wlicre  boasting  of  their  strength., 
tlic}'  were  seeking  for  wharthey  did  not  have  in  their  organization- — viz.:  o 
jirominent  J)emoc-.rats.  \Ve  could  name  a dozen  13emoc.rats  who  indignantly 
.'-purned  their  proposals,  and  kicked  their  bribes  out  of  doors.  Tiiey  crawled 
about  like  poor,  rejected  suitors,  humbly  entreating  prominent  jdemocrats  to 
accept  their  nominations.  But  of  the  members  of  our  part}-,  with  a single 
grain  of  vitalify,  not  one  would  touch  their  ofier.  It  was  only  wlien  they 
went  down  among  the  dead  men  that  a few  hungry  ghosts  snapped  at  their 
jiroposals. 

Letcher,  Holiaday, -Brockenbrough,  Leake,  and  other  leading  Democrats, 
are  known  to  have  declined  the  ‘-honor  of  the  alliance.”  Never  was  an 
ugl}''  and  uncouth  suitor  so  unfortunate  as  was  Sam.  lie  ran  the  gauntlet  of 
“kick<,”  and  became  the  by-word  and  the  iaughing-stock  of  all  well-to-do 
Democrats.  Llis  eirorts  to  “get  a live  Democrat”  were  as  fruitless  us  were 
the  attenrpts  of  men  of  little  capital  -and  Jess  credit  to  raise  their  banl;  kites 
during  the  moneiary  pressure  of  December.  Sam’s  addresses  were  all  re- 
jected, and  his  notes  of  entreaty  protested  by  all  of  aur  first  and  second 
class  Democrats.  In  the  early  days  of  his  courtship,  Sam,  like  other  unsuc- 
cessful gentlemen  of  our  aajuaintance,  looked  too  higli.  He  fancied  for  his 
first  loves  Democrats  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  with  good  prospects,  and  a very 
broad  margin  between  themselves  and  a state  of  collapsed  and  toothless  old 
fogyism.  He  professed  to  turn  up  his  priggish  little  Federal  nose,  (musli- 
room  and  parvenu  as  he  Is,)  at  tlte  elderly  and  neglected  maiden  and  widow- 
ladies  of  our  pai'ty,  who,  for  the  last  quarter  of  a century,  have  vainly  pined 
for  a suitor,  however  uncouth  and  valueless  the  much  courted  article.  Soured 
by  a thousand  disappointments,  left  behind,  outstripped  by  } oungcr  and  more 
vigorous  rivals,  these  forgotten  old  Democratic  spinsters  and  mouldering 
widows,  would  liavc  taken  the  devil  for  a partner,  rather  than  ®not  have  at 
least  one  grab  at  the  lleshpots.  When  a hard  and  melancholy  experience 
lead  taught  Sam  that  no  Democrat  who  had  anything  to  lose  by  accepting  his 
“ honorable  proposals”  would  listen  to  them,  he,  for  the  fir-t  tifne,  discover- 
ed that  there  wa-^  a small  but  excessively  recherche,  assortment  of  verde 
aniiLfues,  coyly  ogling  him  from  the  back  benches,  and  recalling  his  youthful 
recollections  of  the  song  about — , 

Four-o.nd-t\venty  old  maids 
All  in  a row, 

, Dressed  in  yellow,  pink  and  red, — 

Poor  old  maids. 

Vv'iUi  whatever  Indignation  blusliing  >oung  ml-a-es  like  Holiaday,  Letchier, 
Brockenbrough,  fee.,  fee.,  had  repelled  his  advances,  it  was  obvious  that  these 
ladies  were  of  much  easier  dispositions,  and  they  had  what  Sam  wanted  [but 
in  an  eminently  diluted  state] — to  wit:  “ Democratic  blood.” 

Like  the  veaerabie  females  of  a ccrtai'i  Italian  city,  wlio,  wlien  it  was 
sacked  by  the  Frunch,  after  boldly  waiting  at  the  street  corners  all  d^^y,  in 
tiiC  midst  of  the  invaders,  withoul  experiencing  any  violence  at  their  haruis, 
v.-eiit  home  gi  'ambling  tliat  “ they  had  heard  the  French  wei’C  wicked  Icilo'.v--, 
but  tliat  they  Itad  not  found  them  so,”  these  antiquated  Democrats  had  not 
.'•cen  much  of  Sam’s  reputed  galhuitry.  Still  they  hoped  on,  and  Vvhen  Sam 
liad  tailed  to  get  the  young  ladies,  in  a fit  of  desperation  lie  put  the  whole 
l.uttalion  of  “ venerable  and  umaxognized  meiif  ’ in  a ikitter  by  scidting  a 
Consort  from  their  midst.  “ Really,”  said  iMiss  IMadison  hlonroe  Flexible,  to 
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]icr  aged  friend,  Miss  .TefTerson  Giles  Castaway,  “this  fellow  Sam  is  a verv 
nice  younrc  man,”  and  she  ilirted  with  the  afoi'esaid  Sain  after  a very  spa- 
vined  and  octagenarian  fashion.  And  let  us  not  be  understood  as  blaming 
any  of  these  venerable  spinsters  and  matrons  foiptheir  choice.  Let  no  Dem- 
ocrat, in  the  flush  and  vigor  of  early  youth,  sit  too  harshly  in  judgment  up- 
on tfiose  who,  after  ])ining,  neglected  and  disregarded,  for  half  a centu- 
ry^ waiting  for  an  eligible  Democratic  offer,  in  despair  accepts  even  Sam.’ 
Ihly  the  sorrows  of  our  venerable  friends,  recollect  their  long,  dismp.l  years 
of  dreary  wailing,  youth  sobering  into  ndddle  age,  micblle  age  turning  into 
the  scar  and  \’ellow  leaf  of  old  age — and  Sam  the  first  oiler.  Ye  young,  ad- 
mired and  vigorous  Holladays,  Letciiers,  Leakes,  &c.,  rejoicing  in  a pleni- 
tude of  eager  beaux,  think  kindly  and  sorrowingly  of  the  forloim  and  bereaved 
widow  Ceale,  whose  cheerlc\-.s  and  neglected  fireside  in  the  far  west  Sam  has 
gladdened  by  his  refreshing  ]wescnce.  Recollect  the  long  and  involuntary 
solitariness  of  that  estimable  per.'on,  and  drop  a tear  rather  than  a cur>:c 
ujron  the  sin  of  disappointed  old  age. 

For  when  time  and  disappointments  have  sapped  tire  best  of  us — when  we 
have  waited  long  and  waited  vainly  for  the  expected  bridegreoni,  and  he 
overstays  his  time,  we  may  at  a weak  moment  pounce  upon  the  first  substi- 
tute that  turneth  providentially  up.  For  there  cannot  he  much  love  between 
Sam  and  his  new  brides.  He  took,  we  incline  to  the  opinion,  the  venerable 
Deale  and  the  j]exil)le  Patton,  because  the  fresh,  tlie  %'oung,  the  vigorous  of 
our  party  refused  him,  and  thejg  licaven  forgive  their  old  souls,  took  Sam 
because  it  was  obvious  that  no  Democratic  suitor  would  ever  claim  their 
hands.  It  will  be  a barren  union,  and  we  predict  a speedy  divorce  a vinculo 
r/intrimonii.  They  may  not  live  lung  enougli  to  repent  of  their  marrioge  with 
a fellow  of  low  degree,  but  Sam  vill  find  that  his  Democratic  consorts  will 
bring  him  nothing  but  the  recollections  of  their  early  loves  and  disappoint- 
ments, and  that  he  will  stami  forth  in  the  list  of  Bealehs  lovers,  and  alas  for 
his  prospect  for  domestic  happiness  ! Mr.  Patton  treasures  tender  souvenirs 
of  more  political  loves  than  did  the  scandalous  Don  Giovanni  of  affairs  of 
the  heart. 

Mor,  if  the  character  of  Sam’s  Democratic  conquests  are  understood  by 
the  public,  will  they  allow  him  mmch  peace  upon  their  slender  jointures  of 
respeotivel}'  fifteen  Imndrcd  and  seven  huiidred  dollars  per  annum,  whilst 
the  \\  hig  wife  of  his  bosom,  the  lucky  and  fascinating  Flournoy,  will  get 
five  tlious.and  dolla.^s  a year,  t nd  a house  besides.  ’^Vhetlier  successful  or 
unsuccessful,  he  is  de.-'lmed  to  have  no  peace  i.n  his  polygamous  hou.-?ehcld. 
If  Brigham  Sam  comes  home  ladened  with  the  cpirna  spolia  of  Democracy, 
the  disinterested  Deale  will  dare  up  when  she  looks  up  from  behind  iier 
oflicial  wash-tub  and  con  tracts  her  homely  attire  nnd  seven  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  with  the  co.-tly  outfit  and  plentiful  pocket  money  of  dJrs.  =-Sam” 
Flournoy.  Nor  will  the  generous  and  impulsive  Patton  regard  the  tride  of 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  auiium  a sutCiient  recompense  for  his 
having  gi\  en  his  talents  and  respectability  to  a plebean  like  Sarn.  Indc''d, 
mjuch  to  the  discredit  of  Sam.  it  rumored  that  the  haughty  IDtton,  whd.'t 
requiring  the  most  ardent  iTianilestailons  of  alfection  from  Sam,  g^ives  Idru 
nothing  but  the  Platonic  power  ot  a name,  and  treats’  his  warm-hearted  ac' 
vancos  with  marked  coolness. 

It  is  idle  for  any  ratio  lal  man  to  suppose  that  antiquated  but  ari-tocratic 
political  dowagers,  like  huiv^  h'ga!  consorts,  when  thev  bestow  the  o-;ds  am! 
etirp  of  worn  mu  prditiral  adb'''f!o:m  urinp  such  a rnu'-hiroom.  ever  bring  vith 
th  ‘in  a large  dowry  of  love,  d'he  idea  of  such  a tiling  is  laughable.  Tho.-c 
who,  In  the  enthusla‘-’tic  and  di'intere<tcd  desertion  of  earlv  blushing 
gave  tiieir  hearts  to  tfm  gallant  Jackson,  then  trau'-ferreci  llVur  more  ogpe- 
rienced  and  matured  affections  upon  the  irresistible  Clay,  and  then  diatrihuied 
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(ho  srnrtl!  rcsiduam  of  middle  aged  esteem  among  such  men  as  Polk, 
am!  Pierce,  have  iiothing  that  is  worth  bestowing  upon  Sam.  We  regret  to 
disturb  Ids  polygrinious  bliss  by  croaking  predictions  of  unhappiness — but  the 
truth  must  be  told. 


THE  WIXCHESTER  TICKET. 

The  result  of  this  notable  gathering  was  the  no.miiiation  of  the  following 
gubernatorial  ticket,  viz  : 

For  Governor— THOMAS  S.  FLOURNOY,  of  Halifax. 

For  Lt.  Governor— JAMES  AI.  H.  BFALE,  of  IMason. 

For  Attorney  General — JOHN  M.  PATTON,  of  Richmond. 

The  country  had  been  led  to  expect  that  none  but  new  men,  uncontami- 
nated  by  party  and  undistinguished  as  partizans,  would  have  been  presented 
by  an  organization  which  eschewed  all  })artisan  prejudices  and  disavowed 
all  partisan  affiliations  and  objects,  IVe  shall  discover,  in  the.  comments  of 
the  Democratic  press  upon  these  nominations,  whether  these  aiitici])ations 
were  realized.  Tiie  Examiner  received  the  announcemijiit  of  the  nomina- 
tions in  the  following  strain  of  ridicule  and  narrative  : 

The  IVinchester  Ticket. — The  elements  of  the  Know-Nothing  ticket 
present  a laughable  illustration  of  Sands  utter  disregard  of  his  solemn 
pledges.  The  chief  object  \vc  have  heard  for  months  past  of  this  new  ewgan- 
ization  was  the  killing  off  of  old  and  decayed  politicians,  and  the  promotion 
of  fresh,  talented  and  accornpHshed  men,  able  and  ambitious,  yet  bearing 
about  them  the  marks  of  no  disappointments  and  defeats.  We  expected 
that  the  Know-Nothings  would  not  be  mere  political  resurrectionists,  and  that 
they  would  at  least  refrain  from  giving  the  people  of  \Trginia  the’dry  bones 
of  the  forgotten  dead. 

'W^e  had  been  led  to  believe  tliat  tlieir  nominees  would  possess  ail  the  fresh- 
ness, youth  and  virgin  purity  of  the  early  spring  flowers  that  so  sweetly  and 
m.odestiy  peep  out  of  the  bosom  of  inotlier . earth  about  the  Ides  of  blarch. 
Indeed,  like  a gallant  young  fellow,  we  all  expected  vSamfs  Udnehesier  nom- 
inees to  be  a charming  bouquet  of  early  spring  flowers— -not  a horfas  sirens 
of  badly  preserved  specimens.  Is  there  any  of  the  violefls  freshness  a'oout 
Flournoy,  or  of  the  lily’s  virginity  about  Beale,  or  of  the  daisy’s  simj/iiciiy 
about  .Mr.  Patton  ? We  have  a ticket  made  up  of  the  survivors  of  past  hon- 
ors and  offices--from  the  liead  to  tiie  tail  of  the  ticket  we  have  “ ex-honor  i- 
bles,”  all  of  whom  had  to  be  exhumed  for  their  new  mis.'lons.  They  were 
dug  up,  for  there  was  no  germinating  or  sprouting  elements  in  them.  As  i m 
as  -Messrs.  Patton  and  Beale  were  concerned— we  speak  knowingly  w:hen  ue 
say  that,  as  far  as  their  political  prospects  in  the  Democratic  party  were  con- 
cerned— they  were  as  dead  as  any  ancient  Theban  that  Giiddon  ever  un- 
rolRd.  A close  examiiiation  of  the  ticket  will  convince  our  readers  of  the 
truth  of  what  we  say. 

'IbiE  NEcnor.oGY  and  Resurkectiox  oe  Thomas  .^tamioee  Floernov. 
It  immt  have  struck  every  one  very  ftu-cil'.ly  when  the  Windm-'-tnr  ticker  v as 
announced,  tiiat  it  was  coristructed  precisely  like  that  famous  animal,  the 
Kangaroo,  with  all  of  its  sirotigtli  in  its  hind  legs  and  tail,  for,  by  some  sin- 
gular freak,  Mr.  Patton,  a irmn  of  distinction  and  decided  talents,  but  of 
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llexiblc  back-bone,  was  put  at  the  tail,  ami  Mr.  Flournoy  at  the  head  of  the 
ticket,  'riie  Kanga^’oo  illustration  will,  hpwever,  help  us  to  an  explanaticc;. 
for,  as  in  the  ca^e  of  that  animal,  whilst  tlic  hind  ic2;s  and  tail  peiToi  in  all  the 
hard  work',  the  weak  and  idle  fore  pavrs,  being  nearest  the  mouth,  secure  ail 
the  food. 

This  interesting  fact  explains  the  construction  of  the  ticket. 

The  niaiority  of  Vfhig  Know-Notliings  who  eiiected  the  Winclicstcr  nonu- 
nations  were  too  keen  for  the  spoil-'  to  give  the  executive  chief  otrice  to  the 
political  friends  of  the  minority  of  Democratic  Know-Noth-iug.s. 

I'he  spoils  department  of  the  h}  brid  t^ium^  irate  is,  as  a matter  of  course, 
in  the  hands  of  a bitter,  micom[)romising  dFliig.  Fionrnoy  takes  the  oyster, 
and  tlie  two  shells  are  divided  with  the  most  refreshing  generosity  between 
Fatton  and  Beale,  or  rather  Beale  and  Patton,  for  they  appear  to  have  put 
poor  Mr.  Patton  to  the  foot  of  the  table— -even  .Beale  lakin':e  precedence.  To 
give  the  remnants  of  the  Federal  party  in  this  state  a chance  at  trie  tlesh- 
pots  of  the  state  oiiices,  tlie  Federal  Know-Nothings  put  one  of  their  own 
men  at  tlie  head  of  the  distributing  department.  They  Irad  an  eye,  every 
one  of  them,  doubtless,  to  the  fish,  flour,  guano,  tobacco,  and  iu.mber  interer^ts 
of  the  Old  Dominion.  Hence  they  have  put  Lepidus  in  the  chair,  and  An- 
tlionv  and  Augustus  at  very  humble  .«ide  tables. 

If  the  ticket  triumplrs.  Lepidus  gets  live  thousand  dollars,  a handsomely 
furnished  house,  and  control  over  the  much  coveted  flour,  guano,  lumber, 
tar,  and  tobacco,  whiL-t  Anthony  gets  what  will  be  equivalent  to  an  overseer's 
wages  every  other  year,  and  Augustus  receives  the  salaiy  of  a tide  waiter  in 
the  custom-house.  Standing  in  front  of  his  palace  with  a plate  of  broken 
victuals,  Lepidus  will  whistle,  and  a luige  dock  of  starving  Mhig  cormoi  ants 
M'iil  flutter  around  him,  each  of  whom  will  receive  more  than  either  of  the 
otiier  mern'oers  of  the  liiumvirate. 

vVe  sliall  make  no  excuse  for  briefly  attempting  to  explain  to  our  readers 
who  Mr.  Flournoy  is ! lie  is,  in  the  first  place,  a gentleman  by  birth  and 
Cviucation,  and  like  klr.  Patton,  (and  for  aught  we  know  to  the  contrary,  IMr. 
Beale,)  a man  upon  wiiosc  private  character  there  is  not  a spot  or  blemish. 
In  cliivalrv  and  integrity  he  is  every  way  the  equal  of  klr.  Wise,  or  of  any 
other  Demociat  or  vViiig  in  Virginia.  But  he  is  the  very  embodiment  of 
TV higgery,  a man,  ''.ve  believe,  in  whose  veins  there  flows  as  much  Federal 
blood  as  in  those  of  any  man  in  the  commonwealth.  He  h-ates  and  lo'dthe- 
Democracy  as  he  does  a mean  action,  or  even  the  Pope  or  an  Irisiiman.  His 
Federalism  has  been  of  the  messt  consistent  character,  and  his  comparative 
obscurity  alone  prevents  every  Democrat  from  associating  his  name  witli 
bank,  tarilF,  di.stribution,  and  the  rest  of  thje  Federal  abominations  now  dead 
and  buried. 

In  that  section  of  Virginia  in  which  Mr.  Flournoy  once  figured  as  a poli- 
tician, his  memory  is  cherished  through  the  broad  expanse  of  several  muster 
precincts,  by  the  shattered  remains  of  hi'^.  party.  For  kir.  Flournov's  polit- 
ical life  was  of  insect  duration,  and  it  was  as  brief  as  the  constitution 
allowed.  A valorous  Democratic  lion  and  c^iivalrous  unicorn  of  tl,e  same 
political  family  were  .<=;eveii  years  ago  fighting  for  a seat  in  Congress  from  the 
strung  Democratic  Halifax  distiict;  Mr.  Flournoy  sii|)ped  in  and  transferred. 
f )r  ihe  brief  period  of  two  years,  his  obscurity  from  the  county  courts  ot 
Halifax  and  Charlotte,  'o  the  halls  of  Congress.  Our  memory  retains  no 
vivid  or  distinct  recollec  ion  ot  what  lic  did  during  his  two  years  of  T)ublic 
life. 

Like  most  lucky  men  wlio  have  crept  into  otlice  througii  a spilt  or  deft  iu 
till  Diunocratic  party,  Mr.  Flournoy  tried  to  repeat  the  experiment  a second 
time,  but  “ the  party''  closed  upon  him  with  the  grip  and  snap  of  a ur-d  rate 
sled  trap,  and  after  a few  convuhtive  jerks  and  waggles,  i-'iournoy  died.  Po- 
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iit!cal!y  liH  was  declared,  bj  competent  judges,  ‘'a  beautiful  corpse,”  wlilch, 
no  doubt,  lu!  was. 

Itis  lutenderl  victim,  l)ut  actual  conqueror,  (bat  old  and  honored  "DcniOcrat,. 
Averett,  thit’king  that  the  rash  young  man  was  dead  as  Julius  Ccesar,  extri- 
cated him  iVom  tlie  traj)  which  had  closed  with  such  fatal  force  upon  him, 
biiric']  iiini  with  pious  and  affectionate  care,  heaped  up  the  dirt,  and  patted 
the  mon.ud  as  smoothly  as  possible,  and  wiping  a tear  from  his  eccentidc- 
looking  sj)ectades,  wmnt  his  way  to  Vkashington.  Tt  may  be  well  to  make  a 
note  of  the  fact,  that  the  ever  true  and  faithful  Powell  acted  tlse  sexton  to 
(doggin  lliat  same  year,  but  Ijad  to  keep  his  purlurbed  ghost  still  witii  a cedar 
slake.  Although  as  decently  interred  as  man  could  have,  been,  and  killed, 
to  boot,  by  a regular  old  school  physician,  Flournoy  wmuld  not  lie  still  and 
hd  the  worm.s  hav(?  their  due,  and  the  time  which  Averett  spcuit,  much  to 
the  benefit  of  his  constituent.s  a.s  a true  southern  representative,  in  AVa.^hing- 
ten,  l]]e  restless  Flournoy  sjaent  in  scratching  out  of  his  narrow  red-land  ten- 
ement. And  when  the  estinrable  doctor  once  more  started  upon  a grand 
tour  througl)  his  district,  the  ghost  of  Flournoy,  thin  and  shadowy,  traveled 
bv  liis  side.”  “ Averett,  does  murder  sleep?”  shrieked  the  gliost  of  Flour- 
noy; ami  (he  dead  man  followed  the  living  one,  going  through  all  the  motions 
of  a candidate  for.  Congress,  in  a most  shocking  and  heart-rending  manner. 

Put  the  people  were  so  much  shocked  at  the  apparition  of  their  belove-d 
and  lamented  Flournoy,  flitting  adoout  from  court-house  to  court-house,  and 
shrieking  its  sepulchral  notes  from  stump  and  hustings,  that  they  determined, ' 
from  feelings  of  liumanity,  to  dispel  the  delusion  under  which  the  apparition 
labored,  by  electing  Averett  a second  time.  They  did  so,  and  the  troubled 
ghost,  exorcised  of  the  ugly  demon  of  ambition,  sunk  with  a sigh  into  its 
grave,  and  Averett  again  heaped  up  the  clav,  and  left  t!ic  now  quiet  dead  for 
a second  visit  to  Washington.  There  was  somettiing  so  amiable,  rcMned  and 
re.speciablc  in  the  appearance  of  Flournoy's  ghost,  that  Averett  treated  it 
with  a mildness  which,  in  tliO  parallel  case  of  Goggin,  Powell  could  not  con- 
sisU  ntly  with  his  ovvu  welfare  employ. 

Thus  terminated  the  bj-ief  and  ti-oubled  career  of  the  politician  Flournoy. 
He  came  iquon  the  stage  when  his  favoriie  federal  measures  were  tottering  to 
their  fall,  and  lie  went  down  with  them,  involved  in  the  common  ruin  of  Ids 
party.  Sevej-al  times  since  his  death  there  have  been  ugly  splits  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic ])arty  in  Flournoy’s  old  district,  but  there  was  no  Idournoy  to  sll}) 
into  Congi-ess.  Nothing  short  of  the*  trumpet  of  the  Know-N’othing ‘‘ Ga- 
briel” could  have  aroused  him  from  hi."^  longsicep.  For  years  auibition  came 
not  near  the  grave  of  Flournoy.  All  of  him  that  was  ]3olitical,  his  friemks 
said,  was  dead,  very  dead,  and  in  the  coUiities  of  the  Halifax  di.urict  the  legal 
J'homas  Stanhope  Flournoy  practiced  hi-  ]U'ofession,  we  ha\'e  heard,  in  a 
quiet,  hut  most  oi'derly  and  respectable  rnaniier.  All  ]>oiitical  dress  having 
been  cast  out  of  him,  his  expluratioms  in  the  technical  Jungles  of  the  Code, 
ami  hi;Fstru'2gIos  in  the  quagmires  of  hlayo’s  Guide,  are  said  to  have  been 
ino't  credituhde. 

Hocicst  and  indusirious  in  the  plain  and  unornamen^ed  details  of  his  pro- 
fession, lie  is  said  to  have  secured  the  confulence  of  ^Vhigs  and  Democrats. 

1 he  fates,  a.s  we  have  seen,  liad  decreed,  iiowever,  tliat  at  the  dead  hour  oi 
inldn:2ht,  th.e  Know-Nothings  should  di^  Uj>  the.  political  remains  of  Flournoy, 
and  thus  end  his  career  of  u.-efuloess  as  an  attorney,  without  imparting  over 
two  months  and  a half  of  galvanic  poliheal  vitality  to  the  bones  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

1 rorn  the  thousand  rumors  Avhich  fiave  found  tlieir  way  to  the  juibhc,  from 
the  secret  councils  of  the  Know-Nothing  Convention,  we  enferfain  no  do\iht 
ot  It-v  having  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  re<=uiTectioni'ts,  surgeons 
ami  |)ractical  anatomists,  to  overhaul,  compare  and  cxamimj  the  remains  of 
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every  Whig  politician  in  Anrginia  of  the  least  note  or  notoriety-  Tt  is  sus- 
pected that,  knowing  the  character  of  the  suhject  with  which  they  had  t<> 
deal,  the  delegates  were  well  provided  with  ali  the’  implements  for  hodv- 
snatchinsj,  and  with  dark  lanterns,  chloride  of  linm,  galvanic  batteries  aini 
volatile  salts.  liach  delegation,  it  is  supno'-ed.  brought  its  local  dead,  and  a 
.sweet  set  thev  mnst  iiave  been.  Pliew  ! Winchester  will  smell  of  tie-rn  a-- 
long  as  Hartford  will  be  fragratit  with  the  odor  of  the  old  blue  light  Finh  ral- 
ists.  And  what  a .set  of  muirimics  inu.'t  have  been  then  and  there  unrolled  ' 
"What  a charnel-house:  what  a riclt  rare  and  varied  assortiricnt  of  ‘-'Whig  (cx- 
honorablcs'hiti  every  stage  of  decay.  The  catacombs  of  Paris,  the  pyrandds 
of  Egyptian  Cheops,  must  hereal'ter  hide  their  diminished  heads.  The  ana- 
tomical mu.scums  have  been  all  eclipsed.  To  catalogue  and  systematicailv 
arrange  this  strange  collection  of  I'clics  of  mortality,  would  be  a task  beymul 
our  capacities.  A second  Tanierlane  could  scarcely  make  a decent  pj'raiuid 
of  tliose  battered  skulls. 

The  purpose  and  de.slgn  of  the  collectioa  vras  to  ascertain  vrhethcr  there 
could  be  found,  within  the  limits  of  tlia  commonwealth,  the  remains  of  a 
single  Whig  suflicientPc  well  preserved  to  respond,  by  a few  muscular  jerks, 
to  t.he  stroi'.gest  charge  af  a Know-Nothing  battery.  Long  and  vain  is  said 
to  have  been  their  labors.  Down  among  the  dead  men  they  worked  longand 
sadly.  Thei'e  was  hardly  a semblance  of  life  in  the  whole  collection.  Th.ev 
were  as  dead  as  if  tiic  ball  of  a edinie  rifle  had  passed  tlirough  the  skull  of 
each  of  them.  Tlrey  were  of  the  earth,  earthy. 

The  Valley  delegation,  it  is  said,  brought,  wrapped  up  In  one  of  poor  Fill- 
more’s castaway  suits,  the  gigantic  bones  of  the  once  lively  and  ever  astute 
Stnart,  but  the  electric  shock  called  into  play  no  tough  muscle  still  clinging 
to  its  appropriate  bone.  The  canva.-s  for  the  Deform  Convention  had  left 
nothing  in  those  remains  for  a batterv  to  get  a muscular  jerk  out  of. 

The  Red  l.,and  district,  it  Is  surmised,  respectfidly  submitted  a petition  in 
forma  pauperis  for  an  examination  of  Goggin’s  cofrirgbut  a few'  broken  bones 
and  a little  dust  alone  remained  of  that  gallant  Vfhig. 

The  faitliful  delegation  from  ever  loyal  Screamerville  pressed  proudly  for- 
ward  with  the  sarcopltagu.s  of  tfic  terrible  Bolts,  exclaiming,  Hereks  a man 
buried,  but  not  dead — be’!!,  kick  and  jump  for  you  witliout  touching  him  up 
with  your  infernal  machune — he’s  alive,  we  tell  you,  don’t  you  hear  how  ho 
kicks  and  bellows  to  get  out.”  But  tlie  whole  college  of  surgeons,  holding 
up  their  hands  and  screwing  down  the  corners  of  their  hypocritical  mouths, 
said  : “ Oh,  }'ou  are  nnstaken  ; Botts  lias  been  dead  these  many  years — 
that’s  an  evil  s])irit  you  hear  kicking  up  that  muss  in  his  cotfin,  and,  to  kerp 
it  from  getting  out,  di'ive  in  a few  more  nails!”  And,  as  the  indignant  and 
sorrowung  Screamervillians  tottered  off  with  the  vivacious  Botts,  the  che.-i 
doctor,  placing  his  linger  to  the  side  of  hi.s  proboscis,  said  soito  voce.  will,  a 
wink,  ‘‘  Botts  aint  dead,  but  he’s  dangerous,”  and  the  s.ixty-eight  V/big-'  a:;<- 
lijC  solitary  Democrat  sa.id,  •'  Amen  !”  And,  if  tdreet  rumors  are  to  be  cre- 
dited, the  neglected  Botts,  althtn’.gb  his  sarconhagu.-'  was  not  opened,  or  t'  ■' 
galvanic  battery  of  the  resurrvctionivt.s  applied... F kc‘^[)Ing  up  an  awful  i'U.;- 
on  Ills  own  hook,  and  frightei.ing  tlie  secret  order  more  than  he  did  when  iu.' 
smashed  their  crockery  over  the  chin<i  sliop  of  Stebbins  of  Shockoe  Hd!. 

.And  thus  the  convention  pmc.erd('d  in  its  riielanchoiy  work,  passiiig  ''n 
from  Pendleton  to  Strother,  from  Strother  to  Kives.  and  with  no  su'.'cv-'- 
■The  rnv-tery  of  Flournoy’s  iinmin-ition  ha.s  not  leaked  (>ut,  but  it  is  ,snp;'  "'-  ■ 
that  some  de."f)er.'Ue  imiividnal  threatened  that  If  thrv  did  [int  make  a 
tion,  he  Wouhi -uncoi  k that  pjo'.vert'ul  narcotic,  '‘the  extract  of  Shelley,  *m  i 
the  whole  college,  with  a shriek  of  horror,  declared  that  the  remains  ot  th^' 
next  of  the  ^Vhig  defuncts  should  be  honored  with  their  choice,  and  Finer- 
noy’s  cotiln  was  the  next  in  order. 
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The  Apotheosis  or  Beale.— -The  nomination  of  J.  M.  II.  Beale,  ofMa- 
5011,  ivas  the  niO.*t  natural  thini^  in  the  %vori(i.  They  could  not  do  wit'iout  a 
mail  rVom'tlic  |>ortion  of  the  State' in 'which  lie  lives,  and  Beale  caught  their' 
eve,  having  laiien  from  grace  in  t!ie  Democratic  party  and  kicked  a little 
hlihustering  carnpaign  in  his  Congressionnl  disti'ict,  which  had  at  the  last 
accounts  resulted  in  the  partial  defection  of  i\Ir.  J.  M.  H.  Beale.  A geiitle- 
nian  perfectlv  familiar  with  that  section  of  Virginia  from  ivhich  Mr.  Beale 
hails,  tells  imp  that  after  a long  and  arduous  canvass,  Mr.  Beah'  may  emerge 
tliC  triumphant  leader  of  from  five  to  twenty  followers.  Althougli  a very 
avell  disposed  person,  and  we  hear,  of  good  moral  f'haractcr,  he  is  not  a man 
whose  most  intimate  fiiencls  have  ever  suspected  of  the  smallest  sciniilJa  of 
talent.  And  when,  in  additiem  to  this,  we  tell  our  readers  what  everybody 
in  his  Congressional  district  knows,  that  he  is  a worn  out,  broken  down  j)oli- 
tician,  turned  out  to  graze  by  his  party,  they  can  form  some  idea  of  his 
strength  in  the  West,  it  is  tlie  strength  of  a cob- web  to  hold  an  eagle,  or  of 
a child  to  cheek  a locomotive. 

'fhe  only  recommendation  of  IMr.  Beale  was,  we  imagine,  that  be  was  out 
on  hi^5  own  hook — solitary  and  alone — for  Congress.  Or  it  may  have  been 
a delicate  compliment  to  the  lone  Dcunocrat  of  the  Winchester  Convention, 
that  led  that  bodv  to  nominate  Beale.  That  poor  delegate  having  seen  luilf 
a hundred  Whig  cotiin-  opened.,  his  associates  may  have,  in  compliment  to 
his  fortitude,  exhumed  Beale.  But  if  they  tliought  to  weaken  the  Demo- 
cratic party  iti  the  West  by  nominating  Mr.  J.  M.  H.  Beale,  that  particular 
mistake  may  be  put  clown  as  the  richest  in  the  whole  Winchester  comedy  of 
errors.  We  can  almost,  in  imagination,  hear  the  peals  of  inextingui.-liable 
merriment  with  wliich  the  unfiinchina-  Democracy  of  the  Trans-Ailepliany 
counti'.y  will  greet  Sam’s  expedient  of  seducing  them  by  the  blandishments 
of  the  complimentary  Beale. 

We  heard,  some  years  ago,  of  a young  gentleman’s  essaying  to  turn  over 
the  Natural  Bridge  with  a crowbar,  but  that  young  man’s  verdancy  was  iiot 
equal  to  that  of  the  V'/inchester  Convention  in  using  P'-Ir.  Beale  for  turning 
over  to  Know-Xoth.ingisrn  the  ever  faithful  West.  W-e  can  see  the  hardy 
Democracy  of  thut  section  .of  the  stale  puking  down  the  lower  eyelid,  and 
revolving  the  four  digitals,  with  the  thumb  resting  on  the  proboscis  for  an 
axis,  and  a-king  the  unlucky  Beale  “ if  he  sees  anything  green.”  What- 
ever may  be  his  idea  of  colors,  the  unseduced  Democi'acy  of  Western  Vir- 
ginia will  make  him  feci  very  blue  before  they  are  done  with  him.  But 
enough  of  Mr.  Beale.  Vfe  should,  perhaps,  for  the  sake  of  our  readers, 
have,  before  saving  a word  about  him,  rccpilected  that  ‘‘ W mhiunis  lew  r.nn 
curat."  Perhaps,  however,  the  space  devoted  to  him  will  be  pardoned  by 
tliose  who,  unlike  the  people  of  his  own  section  of  country,  do  not  know 
what  a harmless  old  gentleman  he  is. 

Hox.  .JoHx  IM.  Pattox.  the  Xxow-Xothixg  Caxdtdate  for  Attoexev 
General. — The  ptfence  of  Beale,  in  accepting  the  nomination  of  a secret 
^Vhig  organization,  is  a very  small  matter.  It  is  one  of  .those  trivial,  harm- 
less misdemeanors  over  which  the  mayor  exercises  jurisdiction,  a case 
for  tl'.e  local  reporters  of  the  daily  papers,  deserving  a record  in  “ Howison  s 
Calendar  of  Crimes,”  and  nothing  more. 

But  acceptance  of  a notnina.tion  from  such  a parW  by  a Democratic 
genHemaii  of  Mr.  Patton’s  ubiii.ty,  position,  education,  and  antecedents,  js 
un  offence  railing,  for  brnr-li  comment  ami  the  st!’on<rest  language  or  n [;roba- 
tion.  From  what  we  .have  heard  of  Mr.  Beale,  we  suppose  tiiat  he  che  s fiot 
understand  tiie  bearing  of  his  detection  if  his  example  should  be  tnlioaod. 
P>nt  a man  of  Mr.  Patton’s  .sagacity  must  iiave  long  since  du'coverod  that 
Ivnow-Nothingiim,  Xortb,  South,  East  and  West,  is  a dangerous  compiram.q 
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having  for  its  object  the  over  throw  of  the  National  DeniOcratic  i^ai  tv.  Thos 
far  that  secret  organization  to  v/hich  ho  has  lent  the  irJauence  of  an  honouai 
name,  has.  boen  the  rieadiicst  and  most  cruel  foe.  to  slavery  and  the  Union. 
At  midnight,  and  stealthil}'  as  a rerpent,  it  has  sought  to  undermine  Uiai 
great  temple,  dedicated  to  religious  liberty,  \vbich  JetTerson  and  Madi-on 
reared  witli  such  anxious  and  patriotic  care,  lie  has  seen  it,  l:ke  souic 
frightful  reptile,  creeping  South,  evervTvherc  crushing  in  its  folds  the  Na- 
tional I)ernocrac3u  He  has  seen  that  it  has  everywhere  availed  itself,  in  the. 
free  States,  of  the  temjiorary  unpopularity  of  tbic  Democratic  party— an  un- 
])opu!arity  growing  wholly  out  of  that  party’s  devotion  to  tlie  South.  One 
by  one  he  has  seen  the  finn  friends  of  tl.e  South  defeated  by  the  most  leck- 
less  and  unprincipled  of  fanatical  Abolition  agitators.  Ke'bas  seen  tlie  se- 
cret and  stealthy  foe  drag  down  the  ilag  of  our  party  in  New  Hampshire, 
upon  wlio.se  granite  hills  it  lead  floated  for  more  than  half  a centuiy.  He 
lias  seen  that  no  politierd  services,  however  eminent,  have  saved  the  friends 
of  the  South  from  the  deadly  hate  of  Know-Nothineism. 

He  has  lieard  its  jiroucl  and  insolent  boasts,  that  in  Virginia,  yes,  that  the 
enemy’  of  relI:flous  liberty  will  wrest  the  land  of  JelTerson  from  his  followers 
and  his  di.'^cisd.es.  Tiie  intidcls  are  to  climb  over  the  walls  of  the  sacred 
city,  and  de.-ecrate  tlic  inemorv  and  destroy'  the  principles  for  which  the 
illustrious  dead  of  our  own  state  strugHed  through  evil  and  good  report.  He 
knows  tliat  if  the  Democratic  garrison  stands  firm,  we  can  ‘Daugh  a siege  to 
scorn” — but  that  if  that  noble  party'  gives  way  in  Virginia,  all  is  lo^-t— --yes, 
all  is  lost;  and  that  the  National  Democi-atic  party  fails  beneath,  the  feet  of 
a secret  political  inquisition.  At  such  a moment,  wlien  the  election  in  ^vdr- 
ginia  i.s  to  decide  (lie  fate  of  Democracy'  and  the  Union,  nlr.  Patton  has  lent 
the  Influence  of  Ids  name  to  the  secret  ice. 

Is  it  strange  tliat  this  nionstrous  and  unprovoked  defection  sliould  exciie 
the  surpri.se,  the  grief,  the  pity,  the  indignation  of  those  brave  and  loyal 
Democrats  who,  at  this  crisis  in  the  lii'dory  o‘f  our  party',  expected,  a.-  "n 
times  gone  by',  to  have  heard  Mr,  Patton  lighting  for  the  principles,  tlie 
altnrs,  tfie  Iiousehoid  gods  of  Democracy. 

AVhen  in  tim  midst  of  a Itaftle,  with  a powerful  and  dangerous  foe,  Ave 
have  expected  prodigies  of  valor  from  a favorite  General,  and  the  startling 
news  ot  Ills  desertion  is  repoi-ted,  is  it  strange  that  we  sliould  pity  a man  so 
dead  to  the  good  opinions  of  the  world  as  to  desert  at  such  a time. 

\V”e  envy  not  the  notoriety  of  that  unfortunate  liurnan  being  who  shall,  by 
binding  himself  to  this  Know-Nothing  movement,  del’eat  tfie  Democratic 
party  in  \drginia,  iMen  h.ive.  bv  the  magnitude  of  their  oflences,  been  oc- 
ca^ion<l!Iy  h.anged  in  chains  by  history',  for  the  cdiflcaiion  and  amazement  oi 
posterity — but  the  Democrat  wiio  lets  the  enemy  into  this  old  citadel,  will 
hang  liigher  than  any  historical  character  of  our  acquaintance,  cither  oi 
ancient  or  modern  times. 

It  i-  u-c!ess  for  the  anoh)gi-ts  of  3Ir.  Pattoii  to  say  that  he  is  “not  alCnow- 
Notliing,  and  that  the  otilea'  r>f  Attorney  General  is  not  a political-  ou’ce. 
He  is  on  the  same  ticket  wltli  Flournoy  and  Peale;  his  and  their  fortune‘s 
are  idlssoluhly  connected,  and  if  tiie  oppo^ifion  ticket  to  tlie  regular  Demo- 
cratic ticket  Iriumph-s  5Ir.  Patton  {iiurnplis.  .-And  if  he  is  nut  a K'k  w- 
Nothing,  we  cannot  commend  that  caution  which  induces  him  to  accetit  the 
aid  of  the  party  without  incurring  tlic  odium  of  mCiuher^^hlp.  We  Intend  to 
indulge  in  no  abuse  of  Mr,  Patt-m,  ibr  rmqueclahilily  an<!  talent  entitle  Mm  U- 
some  o.^teem,  even  in  ‘lie  unha[>|pv  position  which  he  now  occui  ir  >. 

]f  oA  crtlie  ruins  of  the  proud  old  Democratic  paii  ty  of  AMrgi.ula,  im  > ■ 
Avilling  to  Avalk  into  the  office  of  Attorney  General,  and  become  the  recii  mnl 
of  the  magnificent  salary  of  fifteen  iuiadrcd  doiiars  a year,  let  iiim.  lot  Inm 
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tfio  future  of  a man,.  In  Ills  position,  connot  be  enviable,  whether  suc- 
ressfal  or  not.  On  tlie  contrary,  the  rankness  of  Ills  offence  will  be  the 
f inie.  For  the  secret  organization,  nnclcr  whose  black  v.ing  he  rests,  rnu>t 
run  it-^  career,  from  the  ciadie  to  the  grove,  in  a few  sljort  years.'  Antago- 
nisiic  jiarties  and  rxssociations,  to  the  National  .Democratic  party  of  this  coun- 
try, have  s])routcJ  up  and  rotted  down  again  and  again.  These  short  cuts 
to  })referment,  end  invariably  in  (■uagmires,  as  the  examples  of  ^Vilrm>t, 
Foote,  St-c.  fee.,  sufficiently  demonstrate.  It  is,  perhaps,  fortunate  that  the 
tastes  of  men  ditfer;  but.  for  one,  we  would  not,  for  the  Pi-esidency  and  tifty 
thousand  dAlars  per  annum  for  life,  he  pointed  at  whilst  living,  and  reinem- 
hered  when  dead,  as  the  Democrat  wlio  broke  down  the  Democratic  party  in 
Virgiiiia,  and  held  office  ciui'ing  the  reign  of  the  Know-Nothings.  Of  such 
living,  as  well  as  posthumous  honors  and  fame,  we  are  (^thank  God)  not 
covetous. 


■ THE  COUXCIL  OF  TEN. 

The  following  able  discussion  of  the  dangers  of  tlie  Know-Nothing  plan  of 
organization  was  republished  With  great  effect  In  Virginia,  from  a New 
Hampshire  journal: 

[Frora  tlie  New  Hampshire  Patriot.] 

About  five  hundred  year«  ago  a fearful  and  mysterious  tribunal,  bearing  tliis 
name,  was  estribli-^hed  in  the  republic  of  Venice.  It  gradually  acquired  des- 
potic control  over  the  government  and  the  people.  Its  clehbeiations  and  its 
actions  were  alike  enveloped  in  the  profoimdest  secrecy.  Its  meetings  were 
held  in  secret  ; it  received  denunciations  against  tlie  most  virtuous  ami  patri- 
otic citizens  in  secret,  and  in  secret  it  eondneted  its  victims,  in  silence  and  in 
gloom,  to  a sudden  and  mv^tenious  death.  It  inquired,  sentenced,  and  pun- 
i-'lied  according  to  what  is  called  ^-'reasons  of  state.”  The  public  eye  neve.r 
jienetrated  its  mysteries  : tlie  accused  was  rare!}’  heard  ; he  was  never  con- 
fronted, with  witnesses  ; the  condemnation  was  secret  as  the  inquiiu',  and  the 
punisliment  undivulged  like  both.  Tins  tribunal  gradually  acquired  control 
Oi  every  branch  of  the  government,  and  exercised  despotic  power  over  every 
question.  It  annulled  at  pleasure  all  decrees,  degraded  members  from  tiieir 
otlices,  and  even  deposed  and  put  to  death  the  chief  magistrate.  It  was  an 
object  alike  of  terror  and  detestatiori  to  those  w!;om  it  oppressed  undur  true 
[H‘etext  of  protecting  trieir  rig!it,s.  And  yet  its  diabolical  cunning  prolonged 
us  existence  until  the  genius  of  Napoleon  pro.-trated  it  in  the  dust,  with  so 
many -other  relies  of  cruelty  and  intolerance. 

People  of  New  Hampshire  ! there  evl.-ts  at  this  moment  among  yon  a 
Council  nf  Ten,  as:  feari'ul  and  as  jiregnant  with  danger  to  your  lib-erties  as 
was  that  of  Venice  to  her  oppressed  citizens.  You  have  been  accustomed, 
m tiiC  liounty  of  yaur  liearts.  to  look  upon  this  repulffic  as  beg'on  1 ^!ang(‘r. 
In  company  with  your  feliow-cicizims  of  oilier  states,  you  have  sncces'fiiHy 
re-i-:to(|  fjreigti  iuterventinn,  and  repelled  with  trlunqffi  the  comjuering 
U’Zions  f'f  the  inoA  arrogant  naiion  nn  the  earth.  You  have  advanced  your 
tiuinquhant  banner'-;  to  that  [u-oud  city  winch  C<irtez  gloried  in  adding  to  tlie 
^■pam.di  empire.  You  liare  scattered  the  seeds  of  civilization  tfnxuigi'.cut 
ryduis  hei'ore  untrodden  by  atiy  Imman  foot-teps  i)ut  tliose  of  tlie  In  .ban, 
Viu  have  seen  your  population  advancing,  vour  wealth  increasing,  aiid  your 
'■ou.ntry  teeming  witli  tlie  fruits  of  plN'sical  and  intellectual  la.bor.  And  yon 
iondly  tiiink  that  you  are  safe;  that  each  of  you  and  your  diildrcn  arc,  for 


ir 


(iff  ,trAilrOti  4if  *-'i  ',cj&(«i  jbIo  od)  inff’ 

MT  bii  Jlj  Af  tM  V;  «D  4on  io  l*iV»,r> 

f-w  ,xl.v>t  Ml  3Nr/ld  <,,<4d.vr  0,lj 

- - .1^  . . 

-ftlicv>  •irf) 

trfiT}  Jnof^r 


^,tA  „%A  ,6kKi"i 
Hsno  loi  .tiid  noM  lo  H.oj?:f  | 


- • , . ,,  . r .Mnr.i 

lf‘V~,W  * »el»  moil  ,ir.M*->  »ii  nn 

17iji  iiuf!  toihjrq  ^it4(i 

^ fji  ^ ‘^f  tjMioX  hfif  qw  Ujycvirp  ^Yii 

1o  WqTTt^M  ni  7ldjpht,v«Ti  i)ii>  ‘ ** '’  ’ 

<Mi»  Urit  M 

4t3iy?ih,iov^ 

rfntftiM)  hftii  JittW  ^4  ,i)1il  icvl  mumH,v*n  *tutktb  bn^tifo/ii 

m yuq  4|‘^  lci’X)m*»U  bdj\<r‘,f>i;ob  oart'-v 

(b»j»  jO  edi  ^nnoii^ j>b(l  b«/i  ,tiifimiV 

iriwfjpjl  et^tfimif^oq  u:  Ihw  »«'  .^iliyjj 


yjjtr>V7i 


0 


* 


fifsiT  MC'-^'innKuoa  stht 


>0  npfq 

wsV!  * kotg  illiw  msfinsimisK? 


9d)  T|0:nc4.Har;^l>  sfdc  odT 


b«uuo|  9iitbqd;£H 


-ah  aildoqM  «j{lj'  ni  V ;,b;«: 


*$i  haj) 


w^7  'W  )?il 


nihm  ciDA-ilk 


. . -.■  ■ , ■ ■ j!,- 

1 bt?fc 

fJorJcbftUa!?l>  b9vi9pori^.^^j^^  Uad 

"U\p  a hi  vM  pi  bm  (H  ^uysrih 


c»4  ImUf 


afti  fn1« 
b^'iUvO  ^ 

vv-^vi)  lav^ 

^ I ni<-. ii  '^dr/t5},i,« 
rn^sTfiii 

.1^ 


|^dfifT73ohao4:^,;^5  «i*^iii^:;  dtm  ^no^  . 

M 4dT  .tlh^d  y^l-  J4t<rflfl4oyq  ;i| 

m Jifjij  tb  iiiui/sii4 V ole 

i I«  io  »noij20J'p'  ■ 


11 


‘ P*w 


}'W 

b?n&06t>;^:iq  ‘;*nie4«flr  ' 
f>v'  rlli'// 

• '*f- 

*r^tmny  ' 'M  ai  ' 


. ;,v  . f ^di)rr^kdiiiy!b<^ 

pf  w )p<|j  frj;  y/ 


m>^t  iin^l  od  .afcad  tMcV,  h uAi  fil 

'k.’  WCny:dlJi'^: 

/«ii4i>ii  r. ri,-.. -.-'i  •'*  •,.  I - » J’ 


..  .S'"’' 

bit'  '* 


,tM  d ildido^wo^  brtfi  1e  ;;;pY  ||j|i|  ^Inidl  Vbiioli' 


Jt 


158 


Ions;  years,  to  have  a sliare.in  a government  the  very  breath  of  whose  nos- 
trils is  freedom  of  opinion — one  of  whose  cardinal  doctririe.s  is  an  open  mid 
fearless  avowal  of  principles;  and  you  are  proud  that  you  live  under  a con- 
stitution wiiich  pennits  you  to  reward  iatcliiycnce  and  Ujirightness  by  select- 
ing for  your  public  trusts  those  among  you  who  are  marked  by  sucli  qualities. 

JKit  be  not  deceived  1 Tlie  sceptre  is  even  now  ])assing  froni  your  gia"[\ 
and  will  be*  irrevocably  lost  unless  you  trample  in  the  du-t  the  traitors  who 
are  clutching  at  it  with  ail  t!ic  despair  of  disappointed  ambition.  An  uiiIjoIv 
cabal  (d*  fifth  rate  pettifogging  lawyers,  mouldy  political  hacks,  and  IvIamuiOP.- 
.seeking  {^arsons,  is  seeknng  to  wind  tire  coils  of  the  serpent  around  you,  and 
to  .stran‘>-le  you  in  its  embrace.  The  grand  council  of  Kno\v-N othings  have 
sworn  by  the  only  God  they  worship — that  is,  tlietnse! ves — undying  liatred 
to  [lolitical  freedom  and  popular  supremacy.  These  decayed  aristocrats,  these 
siiameless  biirots,  these  ravening-,  political  banditti,  these  utterly  desperate 
traitors  to  the  country  that  gave  them  birth,  are  organizing  a scheme  who-e 
details  would  strike  tenor  into  your  hearts  if  fully  disclosed.  They  have 
combined  to  destroy  every  institution  that  stands  in  their  way,  and  to  pros- 
trate every  man  wlio  will  not  do  their  bidding.  Every  town  has  its  branch 
of  the  con.'spiraev.  Secret  signs  and  pass-words  and  mummeries  are  used  to 
impress  ti'te  imagination,  and  unlawful  o^Ths  are  administered  binding  t!;e 
unhappy  members  to  suluect  themselves  like  slaves  and  vassals  to  the  dicta- 
tion of  this  terrible  oligarchy.  JM eair.vhile  t.he  Council  of  Ten,  the  control- 
ing  power  of  this  infamous  conspiracy,  squats  in  its  noi'ome  retreat  like  a 
toad  sweltering  in  its  o\cn  venom,  or  a bloated  spider  spinning  its  web  o\er 
the  state.  It  sends  forth  its  decrees  to  its  boi^d  slaves.  Prostraie,”  it  says. 
" this  man,  for  lie  ha'^  too  much  education  I Ee.-troy  that  one;  he  is  too 
intelligent!  Ruin  your  best  triend,  for  he  has  too  much  in<lep3ndenre  1 ’ 
And  with  tlic  spectacle  before  It  ot  triumphant  tyranny  and  bigotry  in  Ma.s- 
sachusetts,  it  contldently  ex’>ects  a like  victory  over  the  freemen  of 
Hampshire!  13ut  you  had  better  write  your  names  in  character.s  of  blood 
upon  your  thresholds,  and  escape  with  your  wife  and  childien  to  some  lar 
countrV  by  the  light  of  your  burning  Imuses,  than  croucli  to  this  insolent 
oligarc'hv!  Why  wouUl  you  live  here  when  life  has  lo.-.t  all  that  is  worth 
living  for when  you  maybe  stabbed  by  an  ass.assin  in  the  b.ack,  or  ^iain 
bv  an  unseeii  arrow  froui  him  you  supposed  }’our  dearest  friend.^  Are  you 
content  to  crawl  <;>ut  at  twliiglit  like  birds  of  evil  omei],  to  creep  into  bund 
alleys,  to  liover  arcum!  the  'nack  “slums”  of  your  cities  and  villages,  to  start 
at  every  passing  tread  hast  dome  honest  man  should  see  you,  to  move  with 
inuliied  face  and  stealth}  >tep,  and  double  upon  your  tracks  as  if  you  were,  a 
thief  wi;di  the  otbeers  of  iuwiicc  in  ]>ursuit  of  you,  and  with  this  sickeniun 
consciousnes.s  of  shame  to  group  your  v>?.y  to  the  den  where  such  animal- 
herd,  and  with  trembling  hmui  give  the  mystic  signal  which  admits  you  into 
this  community  of  sin?  And  wb.en  you  are  admitted,  and  the  door  of  h e 
pandemonium'is  closed,  are  you  contmU  to  leave  all  liope  behind  you,  end 
renew  lictore  God  the  oath  yon  liave  talo.m  to  do  the  bidding  of  your  disrej-’:- 
t'able  tvrants  ? It  is  incredible  that  any  one  wortliy  of  the  name  and  rial*-- 
of  a freeman  can  do  thi.'.  Vou  will  not  cast  this  di-grace  upon  tlic  mothi  i- 
who  bore  you,  and  whu-e  rnfins  are  Hi:ed  with  tiie  blood  of  '76.  You  'aG 
not  thus  l.'-.i-tardize  your  descent  from  the  men  of  the  revolution  I No,  h-ive 
that  to  the  abohtioni'ts,  wl-\  with  pidlanthropy  ijpon  ib.eir  tongue-,  hwe 
treason  and  murder  in  theii-  licarts  ! Idr-ave  it  to  tiie  traitors  who  [jrayed  ‘.'nd 
the  IMe.xican.'^  would  welccune  your  feKow-citi/.ens  “ with  Idiody  [;and-  i ' 
ho.spitablc  graves.” 

G it  sUjtposcd  that  this  language  is  too  strong,  and  that  these  are  unwar- 
rantable ebarges?  Depend  upon  it,  the  half  i.s  not  yet  told.  No  faction  ;n 
the  history  of  our  country  iia.s  ever  struggled  through  its  vicious  life  I'iat  ha- 
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Im'.'ii  onc-lialf  so  dangerous  as  t!iis  secret  organizafion.  Its  onl\\ avov.'od 
I'-aid  of  union  is  a slnime  and  disp;rac<^.  It  is  a standing'  libel  upon  all  that 
luis  made  Amciica  tiiO  redugc  of  the  oi)presscd.  By  it  every  man  is  imo- 
.sciiljfd  who  is  either  a Catiiolic  liimself  or  whose  wile  is  a Catholic.  This 
includes  tfie  ['atriotic  Gaston  of  North  Carolina,  the  venerable  Chailes  Car- 
! >ii  of  Cm-rollton,  and  other  signers  of  tiie  imnsortal.  Declaration  of  indefiCn- 
dmice,  as  well  as  tlie  present  admirabh^  and  learned  cliief  justice  of  the  ITii- 
tr-d  States,  arid  many  others  as  pure  and  patriotic  mcii  as  can  be  fouiui  in  the 
cmmtry.  And  every  nian  is  to  be  proscribed,  no  matter  how  honest  and 
intelligo.nt,  who  came  to  this  country  at  the  age  of  twenty,  until  he  is  foitj- 
one  years  old!  DTiat  slrall  we  say,  then,  of  the  devoted  Lafayette,  the  gat- 
iiiit  Sterling,  the  chivalrous  Alontgomery — of  Pulaski,  the  brave  and  genc- 
lous — of  the  statesman  Gallatin  -of  the  thousands  of  noble  souls  ^^■ho  shed 
their  blood  for  us,  and  counselled,  witli  our  fathers  in- the  stormy  days  of  the 
republic?  But  no!  ‘'America  for  the  Americans^  and  the  '■  Americans  for 
the  Know-Nothings  !'’  This  is  the  secret  spur — this  is  the  “ exceeding  great 
reward,”  that  they  shall  lay  tiie  rod  on  the  backs  of  the  people,  and  the  jieo- 
pde  sliaii  kiss  it,  and  smile  and  beg  tliem,  if  it  is  not  too  rnucii  trouble,  to  lay 
it  on  a little  harder!  This  they  anticipate,  and  this  they  are  determined  to 
acconipli.-^ii.  thoug'i  all  the  rights  of  lu^nanity,  the  constitution,  the  law,', 
every  public  riglit,  every  private  right,  should  stand  in  tljeir  way.  The  pal- 
triest pettifogeter— the  shabbiest  political  hack — is  of  more  value  than  every 
man  among  us  who  ever  breathed  the  air  of  Europe,  in  the  eyes  of  this  ruth- 
less and  intolerant  Council  of  Ten. 

Hereafter,  when  this  wretched  faction  fills  a dishonorable  grave,  and  ils 
carcass  reeks  with  political  corruption,  how  can  any  man  stand  u])  before  the 
Vvorki  without  hiding  his  face,  wlien  it  is  cast  up  to  him  that  he  has  laboi'ed 
to  introduce  tliat  worse  than  EgvpLian  slavery,  when  a free  citizen  dare  not 
vote  as  he  desires,  but  obeys  the  iii'^olent  orders  of  tius  tyrantiical  Counc  il  of 
Ton  ? What  win  beciome  of  Ainei'ican  honor,. at  home  aiicl  abroad,  when  a 
mob  of  despotic  advenim-ers  shall  make  the  laws?  1 lie  follies  and  ab>urdi- 
ties  of  Jacobinism,  in  France  wci'c  so  extreme  that  it  was  said  of  it  that  “ it 
would  have  been  a farce  .if  it  had  not  been  for  murder.”  And  so  with  this 
faction  ; its  silly  j)ass-words,  its  ridiculous  ceremonies,  its  contemptible  bal- 
derdash, would  iuake  It  only  a laughing  stock,  if  ail  this  nonsense  did  not 
conceal  a deepdald  conspiracy  against  freedom.  Compared  with  their  intol- 
erant proscription,  Austrian  tyranny  is  cridurahle,  and  police  spies  become 
re.-'pectable,.  But,  thank  God,  there  is. life  and  vitality  in  American  freedom 
yet.  Altered,  indeed,  radically  changed,  must  we  be  from  the  principles  of 
cair  glorious  n.ncestors,  if  our  politirai  liberties  are  to  be  deliyered,  bouml  and 
unre.'isting,  into  tlve  custody  of  sucli  a set  of  political  jailoivs.  There  are 
despotisms  maintained  by  such  genius  ar»d  adorned  by  such  brilliancy  that 
Dm  imagination  i;:  led  astray  and  tlie  mind  bow.s  to  a superior  Inleilect.  But 
what  honor  can  thm-e  be.  wh'ut  rmieeming  considerations  can  there  he,  in 
subjection  to  a poiihcai  mob  wiiicli  .'hamelessl v tlisavows  -all  political  pianci- 
pb;-s,  who.'C  only  rallying  cry  is  jtro.scriptlon,  whose  candidates  for  ollice  are 
selected  not  bocause  they  aie  n-cn  of  education,  or  talent,  or  sagacity,  or  in- 
tegrity, but  b(wau-o  they  are  de.'titute  of  all  these?  Among  the  rabble  ot 
tlie  Bo-ton  delegation  to  the  Al'a.=sarhusetts  legi-hiture  we  look  In  vain  for  one 
man  of  character,  one  man  of  intoriigence,  one  man  of  experience,  o.no  ircati 
}»ossessif)g  anything  like  the  pru[>f.T  fitness  for  a representab ve  of  a great 
<nty,  I,)id  tlm  city  of  Boston, -did  the  commonwealth  of  IMassacliusetts.  twc'r, 
ot  their  own  free  will,  elect  h a legi'^lature  as  that  about  to  a'sembie 
there,  or  can  we  conceive  of  their  doing  so,  except  at  the  irre>potisibie  dic- 
tation of  thi.s  modern  Council  of  Ton  ? 

i'eople  of  New  Hampshire!  I’o  each  and  ail  of  you  we  say,  '‘touch  not 
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this  accursed  thing!”  It  will  one  day,  should  }*ou  do  so,  cause  you  to  cover 
your  heads  with  shame.  Like  a lMi!)hie  of  deleterious  gas,  It  will  expiodt  , 
leavimx  hehirul  it  riothing  but  a pestilential  odor.  The  tinger  of  Providence 
has  pointed  oiit  tliis  country  as  the  jdace  wlierc  Catholicism  may  be  r-urged 
of  its  abu'-es,  aiul  ab.-oibed  witlioiit  harm  into  t!ie  system.  ^Millions  of  j our 
and  liumble  men  in  Europe  arc  looking  hitherward  as  the  place  where  thev 
and  their  children  may  enjoy  th.ose  j>irvi!eges  of  iVeedorn  denied  them  a: 
home.  But  if  you  are  content  to  kiis  tlie  rod,  tlrat  smites  you,  to  place  your 
republican  freedom  at  the  feet  of  a tyrannical  oligarchy,  if  you  can  forget 
that  tliere  is  scarcely  a hill  or  a valley  in  New  England  but  tells  of  some 
struggle  of  vour  fatliers  against  religious  and  political  intolerance,  then  is 
this  such  a country,  then  are  you  such,  a people,  as  will  entirely  suit  the  pur- 
poses of  this  obscure,  shamelens,  and  persecuting  Council  of  Ten. 

To  the  same  purport  wms  the  following  article  which  oj)peared  in  the  Pich- 
rnond  Examiner : 

Secret  Societies  axd  Pepuelican  Jxstituttoxs — The  Thirty  Ty- 
RAXTS  on  Athens — The  Coi  ncil  of  Ten  of  Vemce— The  Supreme 
Know-Nothing  Councie  of  Thirteen  of  the  United  States.-— The  in- 
troduction of  Secret  Societies  into  the  bosom  of  free  communities,  for  the 
attainment  of  political  ends,  is  tlio  first  symptom  of  the  decay  of  free  insti- 
tutions, and  the  chief  instrument  in  their  corruption  and  overthrow.  We 
arc  not  left  to  conjecture:  we  are  not  condemned  to  perlbrm  the  whole  ex- 
periment of  Know-Nothingism  in  order  to  ascertain  its  elrects.  We  are  not 
sentenced  to  submit  to  the  nianipulations  "of  that  hidden  band  of  political 
jugglers  in  order  to  Ie;irn  tiie  ivwuks  of  their  skill.  The  testimony  of  his- 
tory, the  experience  of  otlier  nations,  furnish  all  necessary  instructions  on 
this  p-oint.  It  miglit  alinost  be  asserted  that  in  almost  every  republic  wliich 
the  world  has  yet  seen,  the  first  sign  and  chief  agency  of  the  decay  of  free- 
dom was  the  })revalencc  of  seri'et  associations  for  the  attainment  of  noliticiil 
purposes — chiedy  for  the  acquisition  of  political  otlices.  In  Athen.s.  in 
Konie,  perhaps  in  Cartilage,  in  Milan,  f'Jorencc,  and  Venice,  Secret  Socie- 
ties first  introduced  disordm*,.  dissension,  disorganization,  and  civil  war  into 
the  republic,  ami  then  inaugurated 'despotism,  eithsr  by  their  own  acts,  or 
by  the  i:onsequenccs  of  tiieir  acts. 

It  must  necessarily  be  so.  ,As  long  as  Republican  institutions  floLHash.  am 
long  as  they  are  acceptable  to  llie  people,  the  regular  and  constitutional 
modes  of  procedure,  in  the  election  to  otiices  as  well  as  in  all  other  respects, 
are  followed  yvlth  reverence  and  acquiescence.  It  is  only  when  those  con- 
stitutional methods  cease  to  be  iTwpectcd  by  a portion  of  the  people  tliai 
they  are  rejected,  and  tlie  inyentljn  of  secret  rnadiiiiery  for  election  is  an- 
pilied.  This  is  at  once  an  innovation  at  variance  with  free  govenupenf 
destructive  of  it,  and  ado|;tcd  in  a spirit  of  conscious  or  unconscious  ho-tuity 
to  it.  It  is  the  substitution  ol  new  and  unconstitutional  modes  of  oleciiun, 
(or  nomination,  which  Is  in  spirit,  if  not  always  in  cilect,  the  same  thIngM 
and  of  legi-latioii  for  the  republican  }iracflces  previously  in  foi'ce.  It  is  an 
atteriqnt  to  arrest  the  iegitimate  development  of  free  Institution?  by  secre? 
and  umlcrluiiid  prac'ices — and  tlie  mmnent  that  tidelity  to  a secret  league  or 
bond  is  regarded  as  |)aramourit  to  tlu‘  fidelit}'  due  to  the  Constitution  an  t 
State,  patrioti'-m  at  an  end  and  tiiO  bonds  of  political  orgum/ation  i>  snarm'"* 
like  rotten  tlax.  The  Con -titulani.  ce  i>es  to  he  to  eacii  Oian  tiio  .-iirev:-.;  - 
authority,  and  the  object  of  siqurmne  attaciiment.  His  allegiance  has  hven 
trail -ferred  to  a secret  league— the  secrecy  of  whose  delir-orutions,  r'learure-, 
and  action,  places  them  equally  hovond  re-[)onsIbi!ity  ami  the  reach  of  pu’  - 
lie  sentiment.  If  the  secret  association  is  able  to  control  the  elections,  the 
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M-'crcsy  of  their  aclloa  disfranchises  to  all  intents  and  purposes  all  wlio  are 
not  athhated  with  them,  fiinl  prescribes  all  political  action  and  legislation 
without  (dhcr  restraint  than  tlie  inetrectua!  oppo;.dtioii  which  may  be  oifered 
in  secret  conclave,  'i’o  maintain  secrecyv,  and  secure  efliciency  of  procedure, 
the.  numbers  who  have  the  direct  control  in  deiennining  nominations,  and  in 
regulating  the  policy  to  be  pursued,  must  be  limited.  1'he  tendency  of  either  ' 
success  or  defeat  w'ill  be  to  restrict  more  and  more  the  members  of  the  di- 
recting conricih 

'j'luis  the  ultimate  effect  is  to  substitute  a hidden  oligarchy,  like  the 
Council  of  Ten  at  Venice,  for  the  regular  executive  authoi'ities  and  the 
republican  organization.  Jf  the  secret  association  is  not  able  to  control  the 
elections,  it  introduces  factious  oppositions,  jealousies,  imexi/lained  and 
therefore  irremediable  dissensions,  into  the  bosom  o-f  the  community.  And, 
after  the  first  step  of  secret  operation  lias  been  taken,  the  otlier  steps  of 
illegal  practices,  fraudulent  mi.5representations,  and  criminal  resistance,  fol- 
low naturally  and  unsuspiciously,  and  are  taken  before  the  members  of  the 
secret  society  are  aware  themselves  of  the  tendency  of  their  course.  . Thus 
secret  political  societies,  commencing  in  the  distrust  and  repudiation  of  con- 
stitutional authority  and  consiitutional  procedure,  first  disorganize  the  soci- 
ety in  which  they  occur,  undermine  its  free  institutions,  cashier  its  o[ien, 
candid  publicity  of  action,  and  finally  eventuate  in  an  oligarchy,  which 
sometimes  continues  dominant,  but  more  frequently  transfers  its  power  into 
the  hands  of  a despot. 

This  was  the  course  of  affairs  at  Athen.^^,  and  in  many  other  States  of 
Greece,  from  the  time  of  Pericles  to  the  ascendancy  of  the  Thirty  Tyrants, 
directly  put  in  power  and  sustained  by  the  Hetierite  or  secret  political  asso- 
ciations of  A thens.  This  was  the  progress  of  events  at  Rome  from  Cincin- 
riatus  to  Julius  C'jesar.  And  similar  v.'as  the  history  of  ""v'enice  before  the  In- 
quisition, of  Milan  before  the  Visconti,  and  of  Florence  before  the  ascendancy 
of  the  second  house  of  the  Medici.  In  every  instance  secret  societies — ori- 
ginating among  professed  conservatives,  or  mainly  sustained  by  them — pro- 
voking the  establishment  of  other  secret  societies — opposing  the  regular 
constitutional  action  of  the  ancient  republican  institutions — sapping  these 
institutions — allying  themselves  with  foreign  enemies  for  the  attainment  of 
party. ends  and  the  conque-T  of  the  offices— -abhorring  the  freedom  and  the 
Constitution  of  tneir  country-~sheitering  or  instigating  crime — corrupting 
juries  and  coercing.false  verdicts — were  the  instruments  in  introducing  at 
la.st  the  despotism  of  a few,  after  having  ruined  both  tiie  morals  of  the  citi- 
zens and  the  prosperity  of  the  state  by  inte-tine  broils  and  commotions. 

This  is  the  clear  and  distinct  testimony  of  the  past.  It  is  only  necessary 
to  read  the  detailed  histories  of  Greece,  Rome,  and  the  Italian  Republics,  in 
order  to  see  tlie  course  and  tendency  of  Know-Nothin^ism— -if  not  cruslied 
idee  a young  crocodile  in  the  egg.  The  option  pre.seni.ed  to  the  American 
people — and  now  more  particulai  iy  to  the  people  of  A Irginia — is  simply  a 
choice  between  discord  and  anarchy  under  Know-Nothing  impulses  result- 
ing in  the  abrogation  of  the  Constitution  and  tiio  estahli'^liment  of  an  oligar- 
chy (more  terrible  in  the  exercise  of  its  unlimited  powers,  because  the  Se- 
cret Council  may  be  unknown)  and  th.e  maintenance  of  the  Republican 
government,  the  free  constitution,  and  the  liberal  principles  conquered  by 
the  blood  of  patriots  and  martyrs. 

This  is  liie  only,  choice.  If  Know-Nothingisrn  is  su.stalned,  farewell  to 
the  liberties  of  America.  I'lic  ttvo  tliing.s  are  ab  solutely  and  essentially  lii- 
conqiatible.  They  can  no  more  co-exi-t  t/ian  fire  and  water.  The  Know- 
Nothings  among  many  other  things  which  they  do  not  know,  do  not  know 
this.  The  heat,  fanaticism,  and  mingled  crevlulity  of  partisans  rriaV  prevent 
many  from  recognizing  it,  who  would  otherwise  apprehend  it  at  once.  But 
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history,  experience,  philosophy,  reason,  assert  that  there  is  no  other  alterna- 
tive. If  Know-Xotihngisrn  is  perpetuated,  jvepuhlicanisrn  is  at  an  end.  if 
Kepublicaiii-sin  is  to  bo  preserved,  Know-X’oUiingism  must  be  promptly  and 
ejTectually  cruslicd.  The  evidence?:  ‘which  it  has  furnished  in  its  brief  ca- 
reer, are  snfijcient  to  illustrate  and  confirm  these  allegations,  thougli  tiiey. 
Vnight  not  have  been  sullicient  to  siigge,-, t thorn  williout  the  testimony  of  lii-- 
torv.  What  constitutional  provision — what  llepublican  }u-inciple — what  polit- 
ical or  social  interest — what  obligalicn  between  man  and  man  has  been  re- 
spected, when  it  interfered  with  the  purposes  of  the  secret  rulers  of  tifis 
secret  organization  ? 

d'hese  remarks  are  made  not  in  trie  spirit  of  party — not  as  a me?-e  Demo- 
cratic utterance,  but  as  tlie  })lain,  indubitable  warnings  derived  from  the 
lessons  of  other  free  states,  whidi  have  declined  from  the  intl'acnce  of  such 
a society  as  the  Kaow-Xothings  in  their  midst. 


In  a second  notice,  the  Examiner  dwelt  more  upon  the  details  of  the  antece- 
dents of  the  VrincliGster  ticket.  'We  append  also  two  notices  of  the  ticket  from 
the  Encpiirer  and  Lvncliburg  llepublican  : 

fiOME  OF  THE  AXTECEDEXTS  OF  THE  KAXGAROO  TICKET. 

The  people  •were  promised  a ticket  of  fresh  names  by  the  Know  Xoihinus. 
They  were  to  be ’allowed  to  vote  for  men  who  had  never  been  contaminated  in 
the  slightest  degree  by  party  polities,  or  implicated  by  the  remotest  participa- 
tion in  the  struggles  of  the  old  orgaaiz;;itions  for  place,  plunder  and  patronage. 
Dut  these  brave  promises  have  been  forfeited  in  a manner  as  unblushing  as 
amusing.  Instead  of  a ticket  as  fresh  and  pure  as  butter  just  from  the  churU; 
we  have  the  most  rancid  platter  of  long  packed  a\way  and  accidentally  raked  up 
.stuff  that  was  ever  offered  in  the  political  market. 

iMr.  Fj.ouknoy  is  discovered  to  bo  one  of  the  oldest  and  lamest  Whig  stagers 
in  the  State.  In  ld-!7  he  sought  to  represent  Halifax  count}"  in  the  House  of 
Delegates,-  and  failed  of  election  by  the  small  poll  of  f'Od  in  more  than  SOO 
votes  cast.  The  next  year  he  ran  the  same  race  again,  and  the  result  was  still 
worse,  the  vote  being:  For  laDMUxrs,  (Dem.,)  55d  ; for  T.vylor,  (Dem.,) 

53d;  for  Sioiois,  (Whig,)  310;  for  Flournoy,  (Whig,)  295:  the  spavined 
Flournoy  being  the  very  hindmost  nag.  Sot  brick  by  a hint  of  this  emphatic 
description  from  the  people  ami  his  immediate  neighbors,  he  remained  (luiet  for 
several  years,  until  a split  iu  the  Democratic  ranks  of  the  Halifax  Congressional 
district  tempted  him  once  more  into  the  held,  when  he  vras  accidentally  electcl 
by  a betrgarlj'  majority  of  two  or  tlueo  votes — ^which  made  the  first  and  last  cf 
his  successes  iu  his  own  bailiwick.  This  irresistible  and  invincible  tried  it  a 
second  time  f n Congress  in  1040,  and  Dr.  Avlrett  beat  him  9 votes.  Ho 
tried  it  again  in  1S51,  and  the  Doctor  smashed  him  to  the  tunc  of  300  majority. 
From  this  statement  it  will  be  ['ereeived  that  FlournoyA  mission,  on  this 
naughty  earth,  is  to  be  beaten  to  a j*:dly  by  the  great  Democratic  party,  and  he 
has  not  yet  fulflied  his  mission,  i'et  his  ]>iv-scnt,  is  drolly  advcrti.scd  as  his 
^Hlrst  appearance  on  the  stage.''  His  want  of  strength  at  home  has  kept  Inm 
in  a state  of  pk'.-kled  and  raucl'l  oh.ui-urily  lone:  tliat  the  pullio  has  forgofi!  n 
his  existence  altogether ; and  tim  buriiiiig  zr;i]  which  rlie  braggarts  and  trumpe- 
ters w'ho  do  the  boasting  for  the  new  party,  represent  tliat  his  nomination  has 
elicited  throughout  the  world  and  among  the  rest  of  mankind,  Vidien  tested  by 
these  domestic  facts,  turns  oui  to  te  a fox-fre  commodity. 
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>fr.  Patton  is  an  ol'l  sfagor  still  more,  unlucky  in  bis  destifiition  of  the 
■rju.ilit\  of  freshness,  than  the  Napoleon  of  minorites  in  itilifax.  Of  ’.vliich  of 
the  “*^o]d  ami  broken  cior.m  parties,”  which  are  the  so  great  abhorrence  of  Know 
Xothiiicrs,  has  he  not  been  part  and  parcel  in  his  torruoiis  partisan  career?  He 
has  tried  all  parties,  and  carried  oft^  as  be  successively  left  them,  some  of  the 
mud  and  contamination  of  all.  The  colored  chart  of  his  political  history  is  as 
varii'gated  as  dosFPtbs  coat  of  many  colors  ; or  as  the  clmmeleon  phases  of 
Know  Nothingism  in  the  several  States  of  the  Hnion — by  virtue  of  vrliicli  fa- 
cile adaptation  to  the  prevailing  local  prejudice  and  pas.diun,  it  sweeps  the  tho- 
rough Abolition  State  of  3iassachusetts  with  as  overwhelming  a majority  as  it 
boasts  its  ability  to  carry  the  staunch  slave  State  of  Virginia.  The  idea  of  3Ir. 
J’atton’s  beio£r  unsoiled  by  the  dust,  cand  unsophisticated  in  the  wiles  of  party 
strife,  is  droll  enough.  Vfhy,  it  was  onpy  since  llm  abolition  of  the  executive 
Council,  and  the  old  Constitution,  that  lie  ceased  to  hold  ofhee  ; and,  as  hue  as 
1850,  in  the  groat  movement  for  reform,  whicli  even  dashed  its  refreshing  waves 
over  starched  and  conservative  llichinond,  he  ran  and  was  beaten  on  tlio  focy 
ticket — under  the  flag  that  he  still  flaunts  and  swears  by — of  unequal  uights 
and  PAUITAL  suFf RAGiy^ainoDg  the  grown  up  white  men  of  Virginia. 

}>ut  i>EALE  is  the  very  Koh-i-noor  in  this  cabinet  of  fossil  remains.  Vfhere 
will  you  fmd — what  is  a broken-down,  worn-out  politician,  if  Beale  is  not  a 
genuine  specimen  ? Vrhilc  in  the  Valley,  he  rode  the  Democratic  part}'  as  the 
Old  Man  of  tlna  Sea  rede  Sinu-afi.  lie  stuck  to  it  like  sponge  to  the  ocean 
rock,  and  sucked  it  like  tliC  daughter  of  the  horse  leech.  They  choked  him  c,fl' 
Anally  in  the  Valley,  and  lie  sought  new  victims  farcher  west,  lie  forced  him- 
self on  tlse  party,  in  the  Kanawha  district,  w'ithout  a call  or  a Convention,  at 
the  in.<tant  Hoekrt  A..  TflOMPSON  started  for  the  West,  and  gained  his  electic.n 
at  last  hyaproLui.se  to  give  way  to  men  acceptable  to  the  Democracy  few  the  f'l- 
turc.  He  w'eiit  before  the  Democratic  SoctioQal  Convention,  in , Iboil,  for  th e 
lh>:u'd  of  Dublic  Vdorks  in  Col.  AR^^STRONG^s  district,  but  was  thrust  out  of  it 
with  as  little  cerememy  as  b'ALLSTAFr  wars  turned  hissing-hot  into  the  Thaine^^. 
Cince  that  occurrence,  he  has  been  as  discont'^nted  and  restless  as  a bear  witli  a 
sore  head;  and,  dc.spairing  of  further  favor  among  the  Democracy,  has  been 
bountiful  of  blandishiiients,  smirks  and  smiles  for  the  Know  Nothings.  Thej 
have  caught  at  the  bait,  and  put  Beale,  the  worn-out,  cast-ofl',  and  brolicu- 
down,  number  two  on.  their  ticket  of  /re.'-A  men.  They  are  welcome  to  Beal.e. 

Such  is  the  ticket  that  vras  to  be  free  from  all  party  taint,  from  fleshpot  odor, 
and  from  loaf-and-lish  contamiiu  tion  ? If  such  a ticket  should  sweep  Vii-ginia, 
under  Know  .Nothitig  auspices,  then,  it  may  indeed  be  time  to  return  to  olr. 
Hatton’s  old  doctrine  of  unequal  rights  und  li.mited  suffrage,  and  to 
make  a inanhs  poverty  and  want  of  .education,  as  well  as  his  alienage,  a disqual- 
ification for  suffrage  and  for  oiiice. 

Tho.se  wh.o  are  curious  in  regard  to  the  Tnetamorphoses  of  fossil  politicians  are 
likely  to  have  thdr  curiosity  abundantly  gratified  with  the  rcliias  of  5[r.  Pat- 
ton’s early  o]>inions  of  politics  and  politicia.ns,  that  will  b-e  rccoivcrod  froiu  aii- 
tiijuity  fluring  this  canvass,  ilerc  is  a sp;-eimcn  of  h.is  satire  in  1848  a jaim-f 
the  prospective  Know  Nothing  pai'ty,  its  ‘‘ I elphic  oracles,”  and  Svi.iHino 
Paves.”  Here  is  his  funeral  ftraricn  over  the  great  AV’ hig  p.arty  rjuictly  in- 
urned  in  the  tomb  of  all  the  Capulcts,”  and  his  rcquic.ni  over  their  defiu:  :t 
and  buried  principles.”  .Here  are  the  vrerds  in  whicli  ho  expressed  Id.'  wii  y 
nbhorrence  of  the  irick  tlio  \VhIg  party,  in  1S48,  in  practicing  the  dcCf'pti  a 
of  the  oat  in  the  fable,  and  ‘•hi.Iiug  irs-Vlf  in  the  meal  tub”  of  no  panyi-uu. 
Here.  ;s  his  prophetic  Jcnun  -iation , in  a<lvanco,  of  Know'  Nothingism.  in  b'.a-.:- 
i.  g irscif  to  be  a great  and  prodigious  “ eousorvativc”  party,  but  “•  udoa'y  . - 
It'iral  principles,”  and  therein  so  unlike  the  “ AWf' conservative  party  uka  p>rir.- 
f p^cs”  of  which  himself  was  so  briglit  and  shining  a light.  .Here  i'--  h.i-  buing 
iivircasm  upon  the  ''blind  mans  Inji'”  party,  then  rejoicing  in  the  character  cf 
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TO par!^hm  and  now  relapsed  into  tbe  darker  mjstery  of  Know  Xothingivsni. 
Here  is  Mr.  Tatton's  pungent  jeer  of  the  Vdiug  party  for  aecepting  in  Gen- 
eral Tayloa  a candiclajc  wbo  look  especial  pains  lo  declare  tLat  be  could  not 
be  the  exponent  of  theirdoctrincs/’ — a fact  in  politics  that  never  had  its  coun- 
terpart until  Mr.  Patton,  disclaiming  Ivnov.’  Xothingi.sm  and  all  affiliation  witii 
it,  coolly  censonta  to  be  their  passive  nominee,  and  to  be  elected  if  they  have 
votes  enough  to  make  him  Attorney  Generrd.  And  more  than  all,  here  is  Mr. 
3’atton’s  elociiicnt,  but,  as  it  turns  out,  empty  exhortation  to  the  ])er.nocracy 
■uof  io  obaiulon  Oieir  principh'!^.  seeing  that  one  defeat,  ichile  ^tandaaj  Lij  their 
princi'p'ts  and  laer.er  e.ur rendering  their  principlss,  is  ivorth  more  than  a thousand 
victories  achieved  bp  the  ahandoumeni  of  them  all.” 

Mr.  Patton  said,  in  1848,  in  addressing  a Peniocratic  raecting  in  Picbmond  . 

‘AVe  come  to  proclaim  our  unchanged  and  vnehanj^^aUe  adherenre  to  those 
great  principles  of  Kepublicau  government,  of  practical  expediency,  and  of 
constitutional  construction,  of  which  he  (President  Polk)  has  been  for  tbe  last 
three  years  tbe  exponent — principles  which  we  deern  essential  io  the  perpetuity 
of  Republican  government^  and,  io  the  union  of  ihe  States.  (Cheers.)  Yde 
have  no  disputes  to  settle— no  conflicting  claims  of  rival  candidates  for  the 
Presidency  to  decide — no  Delphic  orocles  to  expound. — (laughter)  and  no  Sybil- 
line leaves  to  interpret.  ( j..augl) ter.)  I presume  we  shall  have  no  thunder 
(laughter)  to  shake  our  nerves,  (laughter)  and  no  flashes  of  lightning  to  be- 
wilder cur  senses.  (I.iaiighter.)  There  are  no  dark  and  portentous  clouds  low- 
ering over  us  which  require  a tbunder-storm  to  dispel.  (Cheers.)  The  only 
clouds  w’e  have  are  light  and  tloatiug  vapors,  far  above  our  heads,  which  may 
make  it  doubtful  with  those  that  are  not  weatherwise  whether  tbe  day  is  to  be 
clear  or  cdoudy,  but  which  the  first  rays  of  a Democratic  Sun  will  dissipate, 
and  show  that  the  skies  are  bright  and  brightening.  (Cheers.)’’ 

The  Whig  Convention  bad  '•  quietly  laid  the  great  embodiment  of  AV'hig 
principles  on  the  shelf,”  and  had  “ solemnly  announced  as  their  favorite  eandi- 
Ta^e  a gentleman  who,  with  the  frank  and  hone.'^t  plainness  of  a gallant  soldier, 
takes  especial  pains  to  declare  that  he  will  not  be  their  candidate  [laughter] — 
that  h-3  %vill  not  be  the  exponent  of  their  doctrines,  [laughter]  and  that  Lis  life 
has  been  hitherto  so  much  spent  in  the  field  that  be  has  not  had  time  to  ‘ con- 
sider or  investigate  great  phtical  questions/  nor  has  he  attempted  to  do  so. 
Xotwithstandin^'Clads,  they  proclaiui  Gen.  'I'aylor  as  their  first  choice.  To  this 
complexion  tbe  princi[)ies  of  the  great  TVhig  party  have  come  at  last  I [Laugh- 
ter.] Thus  ends  tbe  great  chaptea  of  VVbig  principles,  [laughter]  quietly  ‘ in- 
urnecl  in  the  tomb  of  ail  the  Cajnaiets’  by  its  own  frieuds,  and  their  embodiment 
quietly  kid  or.  the  shelf!  [Laughter.]  I think  vee  nmy  say  of  these  defunct 
and  buried  principles— - 

‘ Great  Ccc.sar  dead  and  tur.aed/roTn  clay, 
jMay  stop  a hole  to  keep  the  wind  away.’ 

Put,  gentlemen,  it  becomes  us  more  stead dj’  to  maintain  our  own  princf  les. 
Since  aKsop’s  Fables,  having  been  quotedi  by  Ge»).  Taylor,  are  likely  to  become 
a political  text-book,  i tliink  we  may  draw  a leuson  of  iu.striu:tiou  from  that  re- 
nowned writer  on  civil  government.  [Laughter.]  Vie'  are  told  in  a notorious 
f fable  of  Aisop,  of  an  animal  more  dangerous  ichile  hid  in  a meal  tub  than  when 
running  about  w it h a bell  ..  round  its  nC'k.  [Laughter.]  Timeo  Danaos  tt 
dona  ferentes.  I am  afraid  mir  pclidcal  oppoueuts,  dead,  though  their  present 
principlc.s  be,  may  rise  up  again  under  their  proseup,  or  in  some  other  jorm. 
They  may  'possibly  assume  tue  r.atue  of  the  great  couservaiive  ju.irty,  as  suggast- 
ed  by  their  4h'e.sident.  [Laughter.]  i was,  myself,  once  a member  of  a little 
conservative  party,  [laughter]  and  1 have  no  objection  to  a liUie  con.^'i’-vative 
party  with  priiiciple.s,  but  object  decidedly  to  a great  big  one  without  politienl 
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jyyiiiciplc^^.  [Lnuglilcr.]  inasnmcli  as  they  may  be  indisposed  to  take 

either  of  tlicse  names,  they  may  adopt  the  suggestion  of  anotlicr  distinguished 
champion  of  the  late  ‘ indomitable  Whigs,’  and  take  the  cognomen  of  the 
''  Uin<l  rnatisLulf.”  Tbcrefoie,  gentlemen,  it  is  not  the  less  necessary  that  wo 
should  maintain,  proclaim  and  stand  by  oar  princif  los — that  \ve  should  adopt 
the  means  necessary  to  concentrate  public  opinir>n  upon  a inan  available  to  sv's- 
taiii  our  principles,  and  to  take  care-  not  to  abandon  our  principles  in  ord-'f  to 
get  an  available  man.  We  shouTd  not  have  a man  ^vho  has  formed  no  opinions, 
but  one  who  has  formed  opinions,  is  ready  to  avoic  them,  anil  has  prcclaimcd 
them  in  his  past  actions,  in  the  public  councils.  [Cheers.]  To  such  a m.an  let 
ns  give  our  support,  fcarle.ss  of  defeat,  but.  prepared  for  either  fortune.’  If  we 
are  destined  to  triumph,  it  will  tlien  be  our  proud  boast,  that  it  is  a Iriuinpli  of 
pr'inciple — and,  if  destined  to  defeat,  we  shall  still  have  tlie  ])roud  boast,  and 
the  consolation,  too,  that  one  defeat,  tviiiLE  stani>i:n'G  irr  ovii  rnAO,  and  ne- 
ver SURRENDERING  OUR  PRINCIPLE.S,  IS  WOkTII  MORE  THAN  A TliOU.SAND 
VICTORIES  ACJIIEYLfl  BY  THE  .ABANDONMENT  OF  THEM  ALL.— [Long  continued 
cheering.]” 

THE  IIYLIUD  TICKET. 

The  Know  NotlnDg  noinination.s  have  provoked  from,  the  Democratic  press 
ji5st  such  a display  of  detiant  opposition  as  we  anticipated.  The  device  of  asi 
amalgamation  ticket,  while  it  has  otfended  the  puide  and  repelled  tlie  .syrup itlue.s 
of  intelligent  and  independent  Whig.s,  ha.s  not  conciliated  the  least  favor  with 
the  Democratic  party.  The  assoei.ation  of  Dcale  and  Patton  with  a malignant 
AVhig  was  not  only  a crime  in  morals  but  an  egregious  blun<ler  in  policy.  It  is 
not  only  a viola  cion  of  principle  and  a mockerv  of  every  idea  of  political  houtDty, 
but  it  is  a refinement  of  artifice,  wdiich,  instead  of  damaging  the  party  agam.st 
vcLom  it  is  directed,  will  vcoiind  and  embarrass  the  c-.ause  it  i.s  designed  to.pr<n 
mote.  Ydia't  must  be  the  feeling  of  every  honc.-^t  Whig  to  whom  this  hybrid 
ticket  is  prc.sented  ? bVill  he  not  reject  it  with  an  indignant  protest  ngaiimt 
so  shameless  a barter  of  principles  for  sjwihd  He  is  not  so  smitten  with  a lust 
for  plunder  as  to  sacrifice  the  convictions  of  his  judgment  and  the  pure  afl-cctions 
of  hi.s  heart,  to  any  expedient  which  hungry  poIit.ic-i;m.s  may  think  csscntuii  to 
the  acrpiisition  of  power.  Tlicre  rmc  Vf  h/iRS  in  Virginia,  who  Lg,  .0:  caught  some- 
thing of  the  chivalroiLs  character  of  Clay.  There  are  W’higs'  in '\  irginia  who 
Will  never  betray  a cause  in  a cri.sis  of  peril,  nor  confederate  with  an 'obnoxious 
pjarty  on  a promise  of  a division  of  the  spoils.  The.se  gentlemen  see  much  d’..-- 
grace  but  discover  no  advant.age  in  the  coalition  with  Know  Notbingism.  ‘‘  Dui 
stay,”  whispers  a Vfhig  pollrician  ; ‘Ht  is  true  we  claim  no  principle  ami  avuw 
no  party  purpose,  but  we  play  a game  of  profound  policy.  Observe  a stauncii 
Vdliig  at  t'ne  head  of  the  ticket,  and  a couple  of  fishy  Democrat.^  at  tlie  tail. 
I'lournoy  will  cngros.s  all  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  State,  vrhile  Beale  and 
Da* ton,  like  the  prodigal  son  who  deserted  hi.s  father’s  bouse,  are  feeding  on 
husks  and  herding  with  the  harlots  of  our  partv,  without  the  dignity  of  rm^jiee- 
tabie  a5.sixdatioQ  or  the  luxury  of  a liberal  reward.  As  we  den}''  them  any  po- 
litical power,  so  have  we  etfectaally  robbed  them  of  the  infliieuce  of  persoriai 
character,  by  bribing  tbem  to  perform  tiiis  venal  service.  Tiiey  arc  the  Inup- 
Icss  instruments  of  our  pleasure,  and  if  they  choose,  have  not  the  ability  to  op- 
pose any  resistance  to  ilie  execution  of  our  grand  .schetae  or  expelli-NG  the 
Goths  and  \hANiu-\LS,  and  restoiuno  the  ascendancy  o.f  W\uu  mea.-pi  !a. 
AND  Whig  Imilicy.”  To  thi.s  d-cvelopment  the  honest  Vv  big  will  rcul;  ; “ TiiUt 
he  semrns  to  perpetrate  a fraud  ujmn  the  people;  that  if  Lis  prlncipl'A  h i\ e lun 
enough  of  wisdom  to  command  the  jiublie  confidence,  he  will  not  .-eek  to  impc-se 
them  upon  the  fstatc  by  tlic  secret  agency  ot  a corrupt  conspiracy  ; that,  he  wiii 
not  disgrace  himself  and  his  cause,  by  the  false  pretences  of  a perfidious  policy  ; 
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iiiat  lie  is  rcsoivcJ,  at  least,  to  save  bis  honor  if  bis  party  must  sustain  Jefeaf.’’ 
This  is  the  fccliup^  ami  tb.is  the  resolution  of  tlie  independent  and  incorrn|nib!e 
.’^"i"bl.rs  of  Vir-iiua,  d'hey  Vviii  not  depn-ade  themselves  by  the  support  of  tlie 
Know  Nothing  nornincos. 

On  the  ()*!iOr  Inind,  the  Democracy  fed  the  indignity  of  the  proffered  b)dh', 
arid  instead  of  being  ]u-opiriatcd  by  the  Democratic  tail  of  the  Know  Nothiijg 
tielcet,  tiicy  are  excited  to  gi'eater  energy  and  enthusiasm  in  support  of  their 
own  candidates  and  cause.  In  every  quarter  of  the  dtate  curses  loud  and  deep 
are  muttered  against  Dealo  and  Patton,  and  vows  of  vengeance  on  their  desr)iea- 
})Ie  treachery.  The  Democratic  papers  of  the  State  mamfest  a zeal  and  ability 
in  tlidr  a.-eaiults  on  the  mongrel  ticket,  which  betoken  the  pervading  discontent 
of  tl.e  j>opular  mind.  We  have  distinguished  many'  of  their  starring  articles  for 
publication  in  this  paper,  but  are  compelled  to  suspend  our  purpose  in  conse- 
quence of  tlie  pressure  on  our  columns.  \Vc  can  assure  our  friends  that  the 
Oppo.dtion  will  reap  no  advantage  front  the  expedient  of  a hybrid  ticket. — 
Wich.iiUjinl  Kvnnlrcr.  » 

THE  MEPKIAII)  TICKET. 

?ii;co  t'n.e  p.ddieatiou  of  tlie  Know  Nothing  ticket,  we  liave  been  vexing  cur 
furiosity  to  lind  some  prototype  to  it  in  the  y>hysical,  animal,  or  mineral  king- 
dom. Wc  have  found  one  after  much  agony  of  brain.  It  is  the'  inermaid, 
Thi->  animal  h is  a doubtful  existence.  • So  has  the  Know  Nothing  ticket — its 
j 'it-..!  nify  beirpg  a matter  of  speculation.  The  mermaid  is  a sea  animal,  repre- 
i to  havo  the  head  and  body  of  a,  woman  with  the  tail  of  a f.sli.  This 
Km^-.v  N<:oddng  ticket  has  tlio  head  of  a Whig,  while  its  tail  is  certainh'  com- 
p- •'".i  '>f  Democrats.  Nor  does  the  analogy  cease  here.  The  mcnnaii.l  is 
a - edoud  with  that  public  imposter  and  general  circulator  of  impositions, 
I'.wn.’as  T.  Earnum.  Tills  mermaid  ticket  is  presented  to  the  world  under  the 
an.-' ieci  of  a set  of  politicians  whose  experiments  upon  popular  curiosity  ami 
rr  - iulify  have  been  aS  numerous  as  those  of  Earnuni.  It  is  like  the  mermaid 
ui  anotrmr  light.  One  of  the  amusements  of  this  half  woman  and  half  fi-'li  is 
t persons  to  its  embrace  by  singings  of  the  sweetest  melody,  and  when 
i*'  r.ited  a Imirers  come  wirhin  reach  of  its  scaly  tail,  to  coil  it  round  them,  and 
d,---e  w;*h  tbv-a  lo  the  depths  of  the  sea,  and  there  feed  upon  the  bodies  of  th.e 
d'ka.h'd  So  it  .js  with  this  p'ditieal  mermaid  ticket.  It  too  sings 

0^:-  . i Atm’iican  melody,  but  woo  to  the  deluded  wretch  who  listens  to  their 
t:  .e.elierous  niO-ic.  Once  within  their  slimy  embrace,  it  will  sink  with  them 
in!-s  I'lC  .'hniv  of  Ooeaa's  bed,  and  their  gorge  at  leisure  upon  their  unfortunate 
V.  uim.-,  \'vh-  might  run  out  this  and  other  analogies,  but  the  present  is  suSi- 
u w,i  ior  to-day. — Ljndibwnj  Republican. 


, I.uquiier,  in  a subserpaent  article,  discussed  Wr.  Flournoy’s  antecedents, 
f.iilow.s  : 

KiwTOlKCA  L KKSFAIlCnES  OF  THE  EON.  THOMAS  S.  FLOUENOD. 

■ S.i.mce  ns  at  u nu'th  btviken..  Know  Nothingistn  speaks  through  its  a%owc<l 
organ.  It.:  recogmzed  eamiiiiato  “ endorse.'^,  fully,  the  basis  of  principles  of  t’o' 
A'iicrsean  party,’'  ami  ad  ug.s  tlw.-m  as  iii-f  own.  Nav,  more,  he  expounds  at:  1 
t nitu'e-' nhuni,  and  ni  v'l.iko.-  in  tlimr  hAnilf  th.e  ‘teachings  of  all  lii.-fory.”  Vi  o 
0 -.ogn  tor  the  pu'esenr  inert  ly  to  explore  the  depuh.s  of  hi-!  hi.-torical  researches. 
Hvr.. after  we  may  work  .still  further  the  rich  mine  revealed  in  his  letter  of  ac- 
c.qnai.co. 


n*-' 


• .A- 

■>Tr 


» ■' 


"r  ■ ' 

•■  « rti«1«u.  ,i.l  ii  v.^d  W.I  0.  ‘ffi 

;9(l^*^Ht  l.»a  5-M  titidT 

lil)  ?o«04<t.ia  *dud«.vlM.#>,»k' 

V , , l*fUi  toA-TrottA 


',KHf>rtiii|f^n  TTottil 

,,tod.  I v'a.rfw;'.i-’dr_  »,Il  ad*  a<>  ' 

Ufil).,v:  woa/rwl;  M>  b»M^«  Iw* 

limti)  1«  JiO'MSia- fli  mseisuitlnn  tor  «♦ 

mvA  *.•!»  bV.il  t.wo9  *»wa  «)>  V.  r.;-.w|,  b1  •«.*«  fc««  *4ioUi.««  .«o 
^•d.l»i.b  liajil  im  9.i!/>6%(f0»  1 ' ewoy  baa  ,c<rtj^l  I'dc  iTOasga  »« 

bM  I«K  « W»t8  Orff  «i..wx'«i9a  ad  C,,  ,t'''>rf’’";ff  , 

t.,5  »l9iiiii  axftifbi  iW»  Vi  tiifm  ■■•' .baiiw  O' ' ^ • 

-M809  m »u«n««  rf<  Wlv.t.«r'v  tirfl  m ^w.Wmi: 

^,  w«  abflsM  1«(  •«.«»  nto  9’?r  .*■»”*  *'!  I’ 

.n'^’vnv^n'A. 


^ -tv 


^4 


U{* 


“ I. »**■■( 

.’I’a'/iorf  aiAM-jisiK  stirr 

itia  -aUat  fl»U  a'ISftV  .»aolJ  wAwH  «!M».lfoto!i<li,<|  »rf>  «m8  ^ 

•aaii  Uiw)oj  .-ni-law»b  «<  Jf  cJ  l.ub  “< 

-lio-tnaoi  a*  *rJ%  f"T'^  “''iT*!i;^a'’.!!‘T 

wi-^-wIaU  ssWi«5'w*»3  #(!t  B»i»  «(K  • d»8^«f 
.9vm  ilomifa  <a»  a Ji'I-iwitow  . wit  • 8«iW  W»H 

■i¥i‘‘m  '**  S'"*  •"J'?}* ,* 


,1 


-<rj€w^ 


-W 


lM.y  ti^trrf  tf 

m4  f 

l’»4| 
frJj 


^ t»iO  <« 

liar 'lijk 


TJTf'V' 


, ■».  • 


-itOiarjCiJi  -8 

bowrtya  »4j'iaW<*'»i^  ,,,.Ad'd^W'«ftn%^B»J«rf  .l)?.A-*5 ft  « 

l'«*  tf.OO‘«!»<‘  «(l  .aioaT'-A£  4 v4»“ ‘ ” Bi.>hu<«/ 

bif 


,m 


V,  ioml  *irfni'  Wiftowt'euuB  tie''  a/M  »<«»»«  4i9t»,x*«*  »* 


.!• 


167 


Afti?r  n'lvocating  an  exercise  of  Federal  power  for  tlie  purpose  of  cbeeL'ing 
foreign  imudgration,  and  thus  conceding  that  the  Federal  (Tovermnent  Ujay  u-o 
its  power  to  increase  or  diuiiuislt  at  pleasure  the  population  of  a h’tatCj  ho  con- 
tinues in  this  fashion  : 

‘^Intimately  connected  with  tliis  question  of  foreign  immigration,  is  tlie 
growth  of  the  Roman  Catiiolie  Church  in  our  country.  Despotic,  proscriptive 
and  intolerant,  its  ascendancy,  as  all  history  teaches,  has  ever  been  destructive 
of  freedom  of  opinion  ; while  I would  unecmpremisiugly  op|-'Ose  any  interfer- 
ence with  the  rights  of  its  members  os  citizens  by  any  legislative  enactment, 
yet  by  a full  and  independent  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage  and  the  appoint- 
ing power  they  should  be  excluded  from  the  oihees  of  the  Government  in  all  its 
departnicnts/'’ 

rVnalyzo  this  paragraph  and  wm  get  the  following  result.  All  history  teaches 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  ha.s  ever  been  destructive  of  freedom  of  opi- 
nion, and  tlierefore,  “ that  its  members  sliould  bv3  excluded  from  the  oliiees  of 
the  Government  in  all  its  departments.'”  In  other  vy'ords,  a due  regard  fur  pub- 
lic safety  requires  the  total  exclusion  of  Roman  Catholics  from  all  participation 
in  the  Government  of  the  country. 

Defore  proceeding  to  notice  this  most  extraordinary  dogma,  we  protest  against 
a misconstruction  of  our  design,  bVe  are  not,  and  never  can  be,  the  apologists 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion.  Vfe  are  essentially  Protestant,  reared  under 
Ihotestant  infmeuces  and  bound  by  the  strongest  tics  of  affection  and  reason  to 
Iffotestantlsm.  But  we  detest  the  rank  injustice  to  Roman  Catholics,  daily  and 
hourly  perpetrated  by  the  Know  Nothing  party,  and  now  officially  promulgated 
by  its  representative. 

History  (ffies  not  teach  that  free  institutions  are  incompatible  with  the  pre- 
domiiiance  of  Roman  Catholicism,  as  the  lion.  Thomas  Stanhope  Flourrnwy 
maintains. 

Indeed,  the  contrary  is  so  notorious  as  to  excite  suspicion  that  history  was 
not  one  “ of  the  quiet  pursuits  of  private  life”  from  which  he  “ was  unwilling 
to  have  his  attmition  withdrawn.”  We  fear  that  bis  attention  was  directed 
more  to  the- neve  Code  and  Mayo’s  Guide,  than  to  the  teachings  of  Hume  and 
Hallam.  VCe  shall,  therefore,  take  leave  to  give  him  an  elementary  lesson  in 
history. 

Nothing  is  more  distinctly  taught  by  history  than  the  inability  of  the  Ro- 
mjsh  Church  to  cope  with  free  principles,  supposing  them,  for  argument  sake,  to 
be  hostile.  And  that  Roman  Catholics  • themselves  have  waged  the  war  in  be- 
half of  freedom  against  the  head  of  their  Church. 

To  prove  this,  wc  .shall  scdicct  the  history  of  a period  beginning  three  hundred 
years  before  the  advent  of  Frotc.stantism,  when  the  Romish  Church  was  in  the 
plenitude yf  its  power,  spiritual  and  temporal;  and  wc  shall  take  the  country 
whose  history  is  best  known  to  us, 

'W  e maintain,  in  oppo.sition  to  tlie  historical  theory  of  the  ex-honorable  can- 
didate, tiiat  nearly  all,  if  not  quite  all,  of  the  c.5sentiai  principles  of  cur  Iv'pub- 
lican  institutions  originated  among  Catholics,  and  vrere  developed  by  tliem. 
We  take  it,  that  freedom  of  picrsou,  and  security  of  property,  stand  foremost  in 
the  catalogue  of  these  princlpl,.'.s  if  they  do  not  constitute  their  suru  total.  Ac- 
cording to  Ilallam,  a Rrore.-tant  and  the  most  impartial  of  historians,  ihe.'C  two 
principles  vrere  recognized  and  secured  by  hlagna  Charta,  thr-ce  centuries  before 
the  rehuunation.  lie  say.^,  that  ‘-the  essential  clauses  of  3Iagna  Ch.irta,  are 
those  which  protect  the  ptir.-'^nal  liberty  and  property  of  all  freemen  by  giving 
security  from  arbitrary  im  prl.'uniuc.nt  ami  aibitrary  .spoliation.”  1 la.  I hunks 

Middle  Ages,  page  34:1. )'  He  then  quote, s from  the  Charter  of  iionry  III. 
substantially  the  same  with  Magun  Charter,  this  passage:  “No  freeman  shall 

be  taken  or  imprisoned^  or  be  disseized  of  hi.s  freehold,  or  liberties,  or  free  cus- 
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tomSj  or  bo  oiitlawod,  or  exiloi.l,  or  any  otherwise  destroyed;  nor  will  wo  pn-s 
upon  him,  nor  send  upon  him,  but  bj'  the  lawful  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  by 
the  law  of  the  land.”  It  is  obvious,  (says  llallam,)  that  these  words,  inter- 
preted by  any  honest  court  of  law,  convey  an  ample  security  for  the  two  main 
rights  of  civil  society.  From  the  era,  therefore,  of  King  John’s  Charter,  it 
must  have  been  a clear  principle  of  our  cimstitiition,  that  no  man  can  be  de- 
tained in  prison  vrithout  a trial.  '\Chcther  Courts  of  Justice  framed  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  in  conformity  to  the  spirit  of  this  clause  or  found  it  already  in 
their  register,  it  becaiuc  from  that,  era  the  right  of  the  subject  to  demand  it.'’’ 
‘•That  writ  is  the  t)rincipal  bulwaik  of  Kngiish  liberty.^’  Thus  it  seems,  ac- 
cording to  this  Protestant  historian,  tluit  ihc  principal  bulwark  of  English  lib- 
erty was  erected  by  the  Lands  of  Homan  Catholics.  Othex  clauses  of  tim 
Charter  protected  the  subject  from  ab.solute  spoliation  and  excessive  fines,  and 
“fourscore  years  afrerward.s  (says  Ifallam)  the  great  priacij->le  of parliameniarg 
taxation  was  e:cj/iir,'/f  and  aljsaiuJ.ftjj  recognized 

' The  principle  which  caused  the  Aneeiican  Revolution,  and  is  justly  regarded 
as  the  corner  stone  of  our  present  insJtutions,  was  explicitly  declared  and,  ab- 
solutely recognized  by  Roma.n  Catholics  two  centuries  before  Protestantism  was 
born. 

Nor  was  this  passion  for  liberty,  a pas.slng  flame,  but  a deep,  unwavering, 
permanent  attachment.  Recurring  again  to  llallam,  page  3-13,  we  find  it  stated 
that  “ the  Great  Ciiarter  was  always  eonsidered  as  a fundamental  law.  But  yet, 
it  was  supposed  to  aenuire  additional  security  by  frequent  conflrmation.”  And 
what  part  did  the  Catholic  Clergy  act,  with  regard  to  it.  The  historian  says 
“from  the  great  difficulty  of  compelliiig  tlie  King  (Henry  111.)  to' observe  the 
boundaries  of  law,  the  English  Clergy,  (Catholic  of  course,)  to  vJ,jom  we  arc 
'iniuJi  indebted  far  their  zeal  .in  hehoif  of  libtrtn  during  this  reign,  devised 
means  of  binding  his  conscience,  and  terrifying  his  imagination  by  religioiis 
sanctions.  The  .'solemn  exconmiiinic.ition,  accompanied  with  the  most  awful 
threats  pronounced  ag.ainst  the  violators  of  Magna  Charta,  is  well  known  from 
our  common  histories.” 

Not  so.  Mr.  Flournoy  never  heard  of  it  or  dreamt  of  it,  else  he  would 
not  have  maintained  from  the  “teachings  of  history/’  that  no  Roman  Catliolic 
should  be  permitted  to  hol  l otlice. 

Acairsory  glance  over  the  succeeding  pages  of  the  same  historian,  show's  the 
progre.ssive  developement  of  free  principles.  Tlie  admls.'Iou  of  the  Commons 
to  Parliament,  the  incorporaiiou  of  Tnwn.s  with  exemptions  from  arbitrary  con- 
trol; the  division  of  I^arliamcnt  into  two  houses — the  illegalitv  of  raising 
money  without  consent  of  Parliament-— l'io  neees.sity  that  the  two  houses  should 
concur  for  any  alterations  in  the  law,  and  the  righ.t  of  the  Commons  to  enquire 
into  public  abuses,  and  to  impeach  public  counsellors;  all  of  these  principles 
were  established  upon  a Ann  footing  by  the  close  of  Edward  HP’s  reign,  or 
about  150  years  before  the  reformation. 

llallam  closes  the  history  of  the  Pl  ititagenets  with  thi.s  remarkable  dcelara- 
tion,  written  as  if  to  rebuke  prophetically,  the  false  and  fanatical  charges 
against  the  Catholics  now  in  vogue  ; 

“It  were  a strange  misreprescutatirtn  of  history  to  assert  that  the  constitution 
hadatcaioed  anything  like  a perfect  .‘^mte  in  the  15th  century;  but  I know  not 
whether  there  are  any  essential  pnvileu^-  of  our  countrvi.ien,  any  fundamental 
securities  against  arbitrary  power,  .>;o  fir  as  they  depend  upon  positr/e  institu- 
tions, which  may  not  be  frai'‘ed  f"  rhe  time  when  the  house  of  Plantagciici: 
iiiied  the  Eiigliffii  llirone.'  (pag*'- 4oO.) 

When  it  is  remenJ-er..  1 th;.,t  tiie  last  of  the  Plantagenets  fell  on  th.e  fl-dci  of 
battle,  on  the  2’2d  day  ot  Augu-r,  1 b''5,  more  than  fortv  year.s  before  the  re- 
iurmation  in  England,  it  vvill  Le  seen  that  Jlallam’s  statement  is  ecmivalent  to  a 
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iI<‘cIiiration  that  all  the  essential  privileges  of  Englislimen,  and  all  their  fuivla- 
leental  securities  against  arbitrary  power  were  established  by  Homan  Catholics 
■ and  secured  by  con.'iiiutiouai  guarantees. 

d'lic  answer  which  will  probably  be  made,  strengthens  our  argument.  It 
will  be  .‘^aid  that  these  instinitions  were  fouaclod  in  spite  of  the  Tope  and  tliat 
innoceiit  formerly  annulled  Manna  Oiiarta.  Granted,  hut  this  only  proves  the 
utter  inability  of  the  Pope  to  suppress  free,  principles  among  his  iinrlispiited 
suhject.s;  and  when,  in  tlio  iitmo.?t  plcnitnrlc  of  Ids  power,  spiritual  and  tempo- 
ral, ho  was  powerless  against  Catholics,  would  he  be  stronger  against  a mixed 
population  like  oui  own  ? Hut  why  rec-tir  to  history  for  a demonstration  of  the 
iuipotency  of  the  Komish  Church  against  free  principles?  liave  we  not  seen  it 
dethroned  in  the  very  scat  of  its  power,  raid  is  it  not  now  uphold  by  French 
bayonets?  Could  it  snppre.^s  free  institutions  in  the  Kingdom  of  Sardinia,  or 
Switzerland,  or  prevent  the  present  revolution  in  Spain  ? How  absurd  to  sup- 
pose that  the  pivple  of  the  United  States  are  in  danger  from  a power  too  feeble 
in  its  strongholds  to  effect  the  purposes  ascribed  to  it.  How  absurd  to  fear  in- 
juries from  a dccaved  institution  which  it  could  not  infiict  in  the  height  of  its 
powmr.  How  wicked  to  pretend  such  fear  for  the  purpose  of  producing  section- 
al hate  and  riding  into  power  on  a predoniinant. faction  ? 

History  teaches  that  Eoguind  when  wholly  Catholic,  gave  birth  to  and  reared 
free  government  in  srute  of  the  Pope.  Therefore,  Virginia,  containing  49 
jTotestants  to  1 Catholic,  is  in  d.inger  from  the  Papal  power  1 This  is  the 
premise  and  this  the  argument  of  Knaw-Notbingisrn.. 


MR.  FLOURNOY'S  ACCEPTANCE. 

?dr,  Flournoy  sigriihed  his  acceptance  of  the  M^’inchester  nomination  in  the 
following  letter.  This  docuiTxent  derives  greater  significance  from  the  fact,  tliat 
it  was  the  only  expression  of  opinion  in  any  form  which  M.r.  F.  vouchsafed  in 
the  paper  during  the  whole  canvass  : 

[COIlRESrONDENCE.] 

VfiNCtiESTER,  March  14th,  1855. 

To  the  Hon.  TJlos.  S.  Hlounwf/ : 

Sir: — The  undersigned,  a committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  t:ihe 
pleasure  in  informing  you  of  your  unanimous  nomiimion,  by  the  Convention 
of  the  American  P;irfy  of  Virginia,  which  met  on  yesterday  at  this  place,  as 
‘The  American  eandidare  for  the  oiliee  of  Governor  of  this  Ftate;"  and  rocjuest 
your  acceptance  of  the  nomination. 

Very  respectfully.  Ac. 

ANDREW  E.  KENNEDY,  ) 

GEORGE  D.  GRAY,  !-  Committee. 

JOSIAH  DARES,  j 


IfALiFAX  C.  IF,  March  2‘2d,  1855. 
d/c.ssrs.  AnJrPu:  E.  Kenih'.l^,  Gconje  D.  Cray  and  JoEiok-  Dahhs  : 

Gentfe>ifn' — T have  just  received  your  letter  of  tlie  14fh,  infonnnig  me  oi 
mv  notiiination  by  the  Convention  at  \Vinchcstcr,  for  the  offico  of  Governor  of 
this  State,  and  requesting  my  acceptance. 
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It  was  wcli  known  to  all  wko  commurilcatoJ  wltli  me  upon  the  siiLject, 
for  reasons  entire]}’  personal  to  myself,  I had  no  desire  to  occiipy  sn.cli  a positiun, 
As  far  as  it  is  above  any  merit  which  i possess,  and  as  worthy  as  it  is  of  th-„ 
nmbitinii  of  any  man,  1 was  nnwilling  to  liave  my  attention  withdrawn  from  th, 
ejuiet  pnr-nirs  of  private  life,  tmd  /■arncstly  hoped  that  the  Convention  wouid 
have  selfcted  vSome  one  mure  suitable  in  every  respect  than  myself  to  represent 
the  American  party.  Ilut  my  entire  confidence  in  and  earnest  dc.=^ire  fur  tie; 
success  of  tli0  princiides  of  that  party,  upon  which,  in  my  humble  judgment, 
depend  the  protection  of  the  r-ghts  of  the  States,  and  the  preservation  of  th.- 
Union,  induce  me  to  accept  tlie  nomination. 

In  doing  so,  it  is  proper  that  I shall  express  my  opinions  upon  the  subject.? 
which  most  interest  the  people  of  the  State. 

I a.m  in  favor  of  a general  system  of  popular  education. 

I am  in  favor  of  completing  tlie  leading  lines  of  internal  improvement,  now 
under  prosecution,  with  as  nincli  dispatch  as  the  financial  coiKlifion  of  the  State 
will  justify,  keeping  always  in  view’  tlie  preservation  of  her  faith  and  credit. 

I endorse  fully  the  Ua.sis  of  Ihinciplcs  of  the  American  party,  believing  them 
to  he  the  most  conservative  presented  to  lim  consideration  of  the  country  since 
the  establishment  of  our  i’ldcpundonce. 

The  raped  increase  of  Foreign  immigration  is  well  calculated  to  excite  alarm, 
and  the  power  of  the  Governim  ut,  both  State  and  Federal,  should  be  cxerte.l 
to  check  it.  It  seems  almost  imposellde  to  doubt  that  the  influx  of  between 
four  and  live  hundred  ihouband  Foreigners  into  our  country  annually,  will  ulti- 
mately be  .subversive  of  our  KepuMican  institutions.  WashingtOD,  JefFerson, 
jModi.'^on  arrd  Jackson  gave  early  warning  to  the  country  of  the  danger  to  be 
apprehcnrt.3d  from  foreign  influence.  The  naturalization  la’ws  should  eirlier  be 
repealed  or  so  modified,  and  such  restrictions  imposed  as  to  avert  the  evil. 

The  boutli  is  especially  a.nd  dec]fiy  interested  in  this  Cjuestion.  This  im- 
men.se  annual  addition  to  our  population  settle  in  the  non-slavebolding  States 
and  the  extensive  territories  of  the  "U'est  and  North-west,  out  of  which  Free 
States  will,  ill  consec|ucm'-e,  bo  more  speedily  formed,  increasing  with  fearful 
rapidity  the  balance  of  power  against  us. 

Intim.arely  connected  with  this  question  of  foreign  immigration,  is  the  gruvith 
of  the  Homan  Catholic  Church  in  our  country.  T>espotic,  proscriptive  and  in- 
tolerant, its  ascendancy,  as  all  lihstory  teaches,  has  ever  been  destructive  of  free- 
dom cf  opinion,  and  while  I would  uncompromisingly  oppose  any  iiiterferenco 
with,  the  rights  of  its  Uicinbcrs  as  citizens,  by  any  legi.'Iative  enactment,  yet  by 
a full  and  independent  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage  and  the  appointing 
power,  they  should  bo  excluded  from  the  olliees  of  the  Goverimient  in  all  its 
departments. 

It  may  be  .=aid  that  there  are  comparatively  but  few  Forcuuners  and  Koman 
Catholics  in  Virginia.  She  is  not  acting  for  herself  alone.  She  is  a lea^liug 
memherof  this  great  sisterhood  of  States,  and  her  action  will  be  felt  fur  weal 
or  woe,  by  thorn  all.  lier  destiny  is  Idondmal  wdth  theirs,  and  she  cannot 
with  indifrererice  to  the  fact,  that  tim  great  vulUv  of  the  Mibsis.sinpi,  watered  i-y 
twenty  thousand  miles  of  mivigahic  rivers,  and  the  immense  and  fertile  Tendto- 
rie.s,  stretching  beyond  to  the  F.u-itic,  capable  of  sustaining  a population  of  oiic 
hundred  miili'm.s,  are  rapidly  lilling  up  with  this  class  of  people. 

1 Will  a'lvort  particularly  to  one  otlier  principle  of  the  American  party- -the 
‘Aion-intervention  of  the  Federal  and  State  gnveniiiicnfc  with  tlic  muiiicipal 
affairs  of  each  other. " 'The  -tnet  observance  of  this  principle  wdll  make  imc 
■union  of  the  States  perpetual. 

I shall  not  have  it  in  my  power  to  meet  the  people  of  the  State  and  distU"i 
these  questions  with  them  face  to  face,  it  is  now  but  about  sixty  days  to  tlm 
election,  and  if  I were  to  duvott'  every  day  to  the  cunva.ss,  I .'•houhl  not  he  .ihht 
to  visit  much  more  than  a third  of  the  counties.  Au  additional,  and  w'ith  me 
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an  important  reason,  is,  that  I shall  be  fully  occupied  in  preparation  for,  and  at- 
icndancc  upon  the  Courts  in  which  I practice,  until  the  election  shall  liave 

p'.iSM't.l. 

If  with  these  opinions,  and  this  position,  the  people  of  Tirginia  shall  elect 
1I5C  to  tlie  distinguished  otiicc  of  Govenior  of  the  Cominonwcalth,  I will  dis- 
charge- its  duties  with  iidalir.y,  and  what  ability  I possess.  I will  emieavor  to  ad- 
vance tlie  prosperity,  guard  the  honor,  and  protect  the  interests  an.u  institutions 
of  A^irginia,  by  all  tlie  power  vested  in 'me,  and  1 shall  do  all  that  1 can  consis- 
tently  with  her  interest  and  honor  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

THOS.  S.  FLOURNOY. 


e 

The  editor  of  the  Examiner  criticised,  in  the  following  searching  and  scathing 
manner,  Mr.  Idournoy’s  letter  oil  its  publication  : 

THE  STATES31ANSIIIP  OF  MR.  FLOURNOY, 

Yfe  have  expressed  our  respect  for  the  personal  character  of  IMv.  Flournoy. 
That  he  is  a man  of  integrity,  intenigonce,  talents,  a genial  temperament  and 
an  hoimrable  reputation,  we  desire  at  all  times  to  be  undcrstcod  as  cheerfully 
conceding;  and  we  trust  that  nothing  we  are  about  to  say,  or  shall  utter  during 
the  present  canvass,  (which  promises  to  be  the  most  acrimonious  ever  known  in 
Virginia)  shall  be  construed  as,  in  the  least  degree,  retracting  or  qualifying  this 
concession. 

Entertaining  these  sentiments  of  per.''orial  esteem  for  3Ir.  Flournoy,  we  can- 
not but  express  our  surpriseat  the  pruduction,  printed  in  another  column,  pur- 
porting to  bo  from  his  pen,  and  addressed  to  three  persons  understood  to  be  cor- 
responding secretaries  of  the  Know  Nothing  Convention  of  ACinchester. 

It  is  a palpably  just  and  a very  lenient  criticism  of  Mr.  Flournoy’s  letter 
acc.,'pting  the  nomiiuitiou  of  the  Yfincliester  Convention,  to  say  that  il  is  weak 
in  tenor  and  shallow  in  statesmanship.  Indeed,  it  would  be  beneath  especial 
notice  but  for  the  position  of  its  author.  That  single  circumstance  alone,  en- 
titles it  to  the  searching  examination  which  we  shall  give  it.  It  gives  us  pain 
to  use  this  bluntness  in  regard  to  a letter  emanating  from  one  who  aspires  to  bo 
the  Governor  of  Virginia.  We  had  hoped,  for  the  . credit  of  the  State,  that  at 
a time  when  tiie  eyes  of  the  whole  [luiou  are  riveted  anxiously  upon  A'irginia, 
vrhen  the  entire  American  people  are  eagerly  scanning  the  men  aspiring  to  .till 
the  distinguished  othce  in  this  Common  wealth  which  has  been  illustrated  by 
Henry,  Jefferson  and  Giles,  and  in  a canvass  that  is  national,  not  only  in  the 
inten.-e  and  far-pervading  interest  it  has  excited,  but  in  the  great  principlt-s  of 
representative  government  it  involves,  v-'e  should  have  ba-.l  some  otlier  response, 
from  a lemlcr  of  one  of  the  contending  org.aniz-uions,  than  a letter  abiUJivding 
iu  the  shallowc.st  partisan  pMlitics,  and  announcing  sentiments  which,  if  gravely 
propounded  twelve  months  ago  in  Adrginia,  before  fanaticism  had  taken  partial 
po.-isessloa  of  the  public  mind,  would  iia\  e branded  him  as  an  idiot,  a maniac,  or 
a monster, 

lie  AxIo2)is  the  of  the  Know  Ahothinfs. 

Flournoy  declines  to  disc’\-s  the  momcntoins  questions  at  issue  in  this  can- 
vass, “face  to  face''’  with  the  people,  on  the  miserabic,  h-aekneyed  plea,  that  a 
loud  of  ni^i pru'.i  practice  press<.\s  up<m  bis  vslioulders.  'W'hat  is  thi.s  }.-raet!ce — 
v.'hat  are  the  few  fees  ho  may  earn  by  pursuing  it,  to  tlie  stern  obligation  lie  is 
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under  as  a republican  citizen,  an  lionest  man,  and  a professing  Christian,  Ir, 
justify  to  the  people  of  Virginia  tlio  felonious  bloucs  and  stealthy  assuu;i>  i,y 
which  his  secret  clubs  and  iriidoight  accomplices  are  attacking  the  vital  princi- 
ples of  religious  freedom  and  rcpresont-itive  government'''  Heralded  as  a 
byterian,  as  a member  of  a denomination  illnstiious  for  its  services  in  ilm  can-  • 
of  religious  toleration,  he  owes  it  to  his  own  church — nay,  be  owes  it  to  ;d,l 
Protestantdorn  to  explain  vrhy  he  repudiates  a principle  which  they  claim  as  tin  i- 
owr3  peculiar  gift  to  freedom,  and  wdiy  he  accepts,  to  the  shame  of  liIs  re!igi..'n, 
from  eb-urch  burning  Angel  Gnleiel^,  Xed  Buntlines  and  ]1il.l  Pooles,  or 
the  Abarth,  the  barbarous  doctrines  of  proscription  and  intolerance  which  I.e 
shamelessly  avows  in  his  letter.  He  owes  this  justification  to  the  people  of  Vir- 
ginia ; forvrhen  has  a camlidiate  for  her  most  distinguished  honor  ever  insultH 
them  before  by  invoking  the  low  passions  of  intolerance  and  bigotry  to  aid  his 
partisan  pretensions  \Pheii  did  VrAsTtlNGTON,  or  Jeffeeson,  or  KANDOLrii,  or 
any  honorable  name  that  graces  the  annals  of  our  State,  ever  descend  to  denoun:--:- 
in  a campaign  circular,  ev(?n  fhc  C'r^.hoUcs,  for  the  sake  of  securing  public  of- 
fice, and  winning  the  sufTrages  of  the  generous  Virgijiia  people?  Vde  knoov 
that  midnight  clubs  are  in  the  habit  of  lashing  themselves  into  fury,  and  that 
partisan  demagogues  of  the  cross-roads  and  the  campaign  journals  delight  r 
bellow  and^  rant  theinselyes  Into  notoriety,  over  this  newly  vamped  Gatholie 
question  ; but  that  a man  of  elevated  character  and  liberal  scholarship,  esteemed 
Mt  to  Mil  an  exalte'!  oMice  of  Virginia,  sho’ild  stoop  to  lay  his  tongue  and  drag- 
gle his  reputation  in  such  Mllhy  mire,  is  a shame  that  we  trusted  would  be 
spared  to  our  S^te. 

i/e  Ajsails  the  Freedom  of  Rdhjion. 

He  maintains  that  Koman  Catholics  ‘Hhould  be  excluded  from  the  onice  of 
the  government  in  all  its  departments/’  and  promises  fidelity  and  vigilance  in 
this  brave  work.  That  any  sect  of  Christians  should  be  proscribed  for  their  re- 
ligious fuith,  is  a sentiment  which  wo  thought  had  been  scouted  out  of  om 
country  as  long^  ago  as  the  estabUshnjcnt  of  our  free  institutions,  which  even 
England  is  beconvc  ashamed  of  and  restive  under,  and  of  which  the  only  re- 
maining stronghold,  homo  and  sanctuary  at  the  present  day  is  God-forsaken 
Spain  and  h‘U’  sister  despotisms  of  Idarope.  The  present  is  the  first  occasion, 
in  Virginia,  for  a century,  in  which  a person  holding  an  honorable  position  in 
society,  above  the  level  of  the  Jack  Gales  and  Z.  Judsons  of  the  mob,  f as 
stooped  to  appropriate  it  as  a political  hobby,  and  to  claim  it  as  a partisan  shib- 
boleth. 


lie  Dedares  for  the  Ferpf'hial  A'jitat'ion  of  a Bhjoted  Sentiment. 

Mr.  Flournoy’s  mode  of  effecting  this  shameful  proscription  is  as  unstat's- 
Tnanllke  as  it  is  unmanly.  He  would  accomplish  his  object  by  incessant  dema 
gogue  agitation  ; but  would,  ‘‘  uncompromisingly  oppose”  efieetuatiDg_  it  by 
the  direct  and  honorable  means  of  legal  enactment.”  What  is  worthy  ct 
being  done  at  all,  is  worthy  of  being  done  well ; and  it  is  suScient  to  damn  any 
ecbcuic  of  public  policy,  that  it  is  too  vicious,  unjust,  and  unrighteous  to  be 
carried  into  a lawn  And  liow  pitiable  and  unmanly  is  the  state-smansbip  whlvdi 
propoun'Is  a measure  of  reform,  but  skulks  from  the  only  bold,  honorable  and 
efficient  means  of  carrying  it  into  efibet  I That  be  shrinks  from  carrying  hi- 
scheme  ol  politics  out  into  pracGcai  legislaticm,  proves  that  it  is  agitated  u r 
anytiiing  else  hat  the  p'dolio  u -'m],  that  ii  i.s  agitated  exclusively  for  ihe  end.-  '-‘i 
demagogues.  In  the  bcnignancy  of  his  statesrnandiip  he  would  -sow  the  ele- 
ments of  diseor  i and  strif*  broadcast  over  the  coinmunitv,  and  make  it  the 
leading  effort  of  his  dipl'jmacy  to  keep  the  flames  thus  enkindled  ever  burning 
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nsi'l  cx">loding.  He  would  not  execate  tlie  victims  of  his  proscription  by  n 
.■n;do  lilow  of  the  cxc  or  the  guiriotino.  but  roast  them  leisurely  upon  the  slow’ 
t!ro'.7of  the  rach,  that  he  might  continue  to  gloat  o\er  their  tortures  ! Consum- 
iioue  is  that  staies)7iansJiij)  winch  studies  to  supply  a perpetual  incentive  to 
si'.iib,  hatred  and  mub-violcnce  between  class  ami  class,  sect  and  sect,  race  and 
iuce,  in  the  bosom  of  the  same  commun'ty  ! Vie  Innow  of  no  better  definition 
of  demagogueism  tluin  it  is  ojdation  ybr  the  mere  purpose  of  fermeulhuj  ill- 
IJood  and  strife  hetieeen  class  and  sects,  as  the  merms  of  devatiuj  the  of/itaturs 
0)  of  ee.  It  is  a sort  of  politics  tliat  might  be  tolerated  in  irresponsible  clubs 
convened  in  secret,  and  in  vapid  partizans  of  low  degree  ; Lnt  ttiui  a man  of 
education,  aspiring  to  the  control  of  public  affairs,  should  have  proposed  it  in  a 
public  letter  over  his  own  name,  is  an  event  that  shocks  the  morai'sontiment 
and  patriotic  composure  of  all  cooservative  citizens.  Vde  are  sorry  that  a man 
has  been  thought  worthy  of  grave  public  responsibilities  in  Tirginia  whose 
moral  obliquity  is  such  that  he  plumes  himseit  upon  advocating  the'very  plan 
of  politics  which  he  vaunts  it  as  a virtue  that  he  uncompromisingly  opposes 
making  the  subject  of  legal  onaetment,' ’ — because,  of  course,  it  is  too  intolerant, 
despotic,  proscriptive  and  bigoted  to  deserve  place  upon  the  statute  book  I 

JJe  Propounds  an  AhoUilon  Pcliemc  of  Polities.  - 

Mr.  Flourxoy's  positions  on  the  subject  of  imrnlgratiori  are  ridicu.lously 
weak,  absurd,  and  untenable.  }]orrowing  the  idea  of  Gfovernor  Pmilh,  he 
says  : 

^‘The  South  is  especially  and  deeply  interested  in  this  question  ; this  immense 
and  annual  addition  to  our  population  settle  in  the  non’shivcholding  States  and 
tlie  extensive  territories  of  the  vb  est  and  North-West,  out  of  which  rreo 
States  will,  in  consequence,  be  more  speedily  formed,  increasing  with  fearful 
rapidity  the  balance  of  power  against 

In  a previ'.ms  paragraph  he  ‘‘endorses  fully’'  the  “ Basi.s  of  Principles  of  the 
American  party,”  one  of  which  runs  thus  ; 

“ No  obstacle  should  be  interposed  to  the  imenigratio’u  of  all  foreigners  of 
honest  and  industrious  habits  f 

w hich  language  is  couplvd  with  a clause  excepting  paupers  and  criminals” 
from  the  privilege. 

Kxcepling  paupers  and  criminals,  ^diich  men  of  all  classes  and  parties  in  the 
roi-m  would  join  him  in  excluding  from  our  shores,  Mr.  Flournoy  w'oulJ  let 
tbreigner.s  into  the  couiitry  fod  li'/iLum.  Mfhat  th-en  is  his  position  ? Concoding 
that  immigratiou  goes  almost  altogether  to  the  North,  and  that  little  of  it  comes 
to  the  South,  his  ma.sterly  statesman.>hip  propo.ses  to  agitate  in  Virginia  a sub- 
ject pccuiic.rly  northern  and  domesrio,  and  strictly  within  the  scope  of  x^tate  uud 
]'oli(*f.>  reg'ilation — a doctrine  of  abolition  liiventiou  and  utterly  abhorrent  to  all 
S'luthern  ideas  of  Stare  sovereignt} . lie  vrould  prosecute  this  mad  policy  un- 
der the  pretext,  and  in  the  dog-iu-die-.motiger  .spirit,  d'  checking  a more  “rapid 
increase  of  political  power  in  tlic  North”  than  in  ’he  South.  Jt  is  humiliatingly 
in  conflict  with  the  dticalrnus  temper  of  the  xSovith  to  resist  a movement,  right, 
and  worthy  of  “ full  endorsement"  in  itself,  from  the  mean  motive  of  jealousy; 
but  such  is  Mr.  FnoUiiNOY’.S  statesmanship  and  Virginian  raanlincss  ! 

Puti.s  Mr.  Flournoy  igm  rant  of  the  fact  that  so  long  as  honest  and  indus- 
tV.reignors  arc  let  into  t ue  N orth  od.  lihiium,  wliicii  he  approves,  i.be  mere 
d'Uiial  ’0  tluMa  <of  the  right  of  suiTragc  and  ofilciai  po.sition  cannot  prc’.nmt  that 
^ngmcntatiori  of  Northern  rcpresentalloa  in  Congress,  of  which  he  complains  f 
Is  this  (foverrior  of  ’\"irginia,  c.xpectant,  ignorant  of  tlm  notorious  con.-titufional 
lact  that  it  p>opnlatio7i  and  not  snpfraje  which  detcMuiaes  the  ratio  of  rep- 
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resciUation  in  Congress  ? Ilns  lio  not  yet  learned  in  tlie  lioni-boo'k  of  con>!i- 
tiitiiinal  tl'.at  live  re?  even,  count  as  many  as  three  winters  in  dcteriniriiri'i 
Southern  representation  in  Congress;  and  that  immigrants  once  landed  at  the 
North,  without  naturalization,  count  as  mucli  in  augmenting  Northern  reTuv- 
scntatioii  in  Comrressas  if  eacli  could  vote  for  every  oHiccin  the  country  ? Wh:. 
all  know  that  the  Know  Nothing  party  belie  by  their  action  every  principle 
avovrgd  in  their  Ihesis,  and  that  plausible  sctiodnle,  chielly  of  truisms  tbnt  nn. 
body  vdh  dispute,  is  put  out  as  a decoy  for  thesliallaw  and  unthinking  ; but  W'-' 
really  did  not  think  that  Air.  Fj.ouuN'OY  would  commit  himself  in  black  and 
white  to  a pretext  so  transparent  and  disreputable,  as  that  a denial  of  ofiiee  ami 
suffrage  to.  immigraots  could  swell  the  rapid  increase  of  the  Northern  balance 
of  power.  The  Basis  principle  which  he  “ fully  endorses  ” admits  all  honest 
and  industrious  immigrants,  and  itself  permits  to  bo  accomplished  the  very  evil 
of  which  he  complains,  whether  the  immigrant  ever  afterwards  secures  a vote 
and  otilce  or  not. 

JTe  Borroirs  a Bad  Aiyiunent  from  Governor  Smith. 

But  imitators  and  r|nacks  are  prone  to  get  swamped  in  quagmires.  Air. 
Floukx’oy  borrowed  Governor  Smith’s  idea  tvithout  having  the  sagacity  to 
perceive  the  necessity  nf  borrowing  also  the  limitation  which  that  gentleman 
coupled  witii  the  stolen  artieie.  Governor  Smith  did  not,  Hire  his  imitator, 

endoiYe  fully  ” the  Ba.sis  Principles  of  the  new  party,  but  only  approved  some 
of  them.  lie  goes  a l)ow-shot  beyond  the  decoy  doctrine,  and,  so  far  froui  pro- 
testing that  “ no  obstacle  should  be  interposed  to  foreign  immigration,''’ 
“deprecates  imiiiigration  as  a groat  calamity,”  declaring  it  to  be  “ our  highest 
duty  to  ar/'toU  the  luif-ortatioth  of  foreiijnersB  Poor  Adr.  Flour.xoy  appro- 
priates Governor  S.MiTii’s  argument  of  unduly  augmented  Northern  representa- 
ticn  in  Congress,  but  stumbles  and  fractures  his  skin  over  the  “ no  obstacle’’ 
clause  in  bis  own  Baais  Principles.  ^ 

He  and  Gov.  Smith  both  Turrdde  into  an  Abolition  Heresy. 

It  is  an  easy  but  unpleasant  task,  to  show  that  Gov.  Smith,  in  taking  tliis 
position  on  the  immigreuit  question,  bids  farewell  to  State  Bights  polities.  It 
is  moiiSirous  for  a Southern  man  to  propound  a doctrine  requiring  the  Adrginia 
people  to  interfere  with  a strictly  domestic  question  of  the  North,  upon  the 
whining  plea — of  envy  and  jealouyy,  that  the  North  is  outstripping  us  in  the 
inarch  to  empire.  It  is  riHing  upon  the  South  to  violate  a principle  of  politics 
which  she  has  considered  of  vital  importance  to  her  safety,  and  t/i'H,  from  the 
meanest  and  most  pusilaniinous  of  all  motives.  AVith  what  indignation  would 
we  ourselves  resist  the  like  doctrine,  if  brought  to  bear  by  the  North  agn’iwt 
our  own  nhw^ical  development f AVhat  if  Virginia,  as  is  not  unlikely,  slmuld 
herself  ta.ke  steps  to  import  minors,  artillcers,  manufacturers  and  laborers  .Cvia 
overstocked  Kurop':',  for  the  .development  of  lier  own  latent  wealth; — and  if  the 
Abolitionist.s  of  the  North,  borrowing  the  policy  of  George  IH.,  should  demand 
cf  Coisgress  to  exclude  this  feu-'dgti  immigration,  on  the  Siiiith-Fi'.'arnoy-Know 
Nothing  Ground,  that  it  would  unduly  augment  Southern  representaiion  in 
Congress  f A't'Uild  Alrginia  taim.-ly  subndt  to  the  insolent  demand  and  Tr.-.m- 
tous  insult?  H )w  has  she  not  relented  the  conduct  of  rhe  Ab''litionist'^,  bot- 
tomed en  tl'iC  siiidh'.r  plea  of  ela.'fk.ng  the  extension  r-t  slave  powi-r,  in  imp'C-- 
ing  the  A1  isso'.iri  (.’ompromL'e  uv-er  us,  in  urging  the  Vvdimot  Proviso  aim'Mi  t-< 
the  disruption  ot  the  I luun,  in  resisting  the  p'urehase  of  J-  lorida am.l  Louisiana, 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  the  conquest  of  Aie.xico,  and  in  now  attempting  to 
thwart  in  advance  the  honorable  purchase  and  acquisition  of  Cuba  ? 
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He  Borvou'S  a Mean  Sentiment  from  the  AuolitLonists. 

I’lio  ptren^t.l)  of  tlio  Sourtliern  eanso  has  heretofore  consisted  much  ia  the 
u'lcaunets  cf"^tlie  motive  -with  \vhicTi  our  progress  has  been  resisted  by  the  Aboli- 
fioni.'is.  l.ot  us  not  permit  DELlLAtt  to  shear  us  of  our  strength,  iart  as  not 
I;  irrow  the  meanness^  the  polities  and  the  policy  of  Abolitionism,  by  shameless- 
iv  av'svrinu  our  iealousy  of  Northern  progress  and'^prosperity,  and  bjr  intorfeiing 
\v;th  iheir  djine.'dc  concerns,  proAsseuly  hut  to  cripple  them,  and  not  to  bene- 
ilt  ourselves,  d'oroign  immigration  is  a subject  strictly  of  State  economy,  and 
no  Xortlionj  State  vrill  or  South.ern' State  should  consent  to  sarrmider  tiie  su- 
preme enntrol  of  it.  AThen  Massacliusctts,  tlirougli  Congress,  shall  dictate  to 
\'iruinia  to  what  classes  of  people  her  ports  .-hall  be  opened,  what  races  of  men 
sliail  vote  andshallliold  office,  what  sluide  of  opinions  shall  disejualify  for  enjoy- 
intr  the  rights,  privileges,  and  franchises  of  citizenship,  Virginia  will  have  sur- 
r<‘m'lered  to  the  last  demand  of  abolitionism,  and  been  despoiled  of  the  last  attri- 
bute of  State  sovereignty. 

lie  Invites  the  Xorth  to  Stop  Pro>prrinj,  in  Order  to  Appease  the  Jeahuyy 

of  Yinjinia, 

INit,  instead  of  such  a rotten  doctrine,  does  our  model  State  llights  Gover- 
nor, expectant,  mean  to  maintain  that  agitating  this  questi'->n  here  in  Virginia 
is  caleulutt-d  to  bring  about  the  exclusion  of  immigrants  from  the  Xorth  by 
voluntary  legislation  on  the  part  of  Xorthern  Stages  ? If  so,  in  what  a con- 
temptible attitude  does  the  propo-ition  stand  f He  raises  a huge  clamor  in 
Virginia  about  the  rapid  increase  of  political  power  in  the  North  from  immigra- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  itiuaeiug  those  people  tJnanselvcs  to  destroy  the  main 
agent  of  their  own  growth  and  progre-:s  ! lie  agitates  here  to  induce  them  to 
cease  to  grovr  and  prosper,  in  order  to  gratify  Mr,  Fliuunoy’s  puerile  states- 
imm.ship,  and  to  sooth  ’Virginia^  dog-in-the-inanger  spirit.  Of  ail  the  absurd 
and  stupM  propositions  we  ever  heard,  it  is  this  of  Mr.  Fluornoy,  borrowed 
from  Governor  S.Mmi,  that  by  agitating  and  raising  a hello — hello  here  in 
.Virpinin  about  the  great  augineritation  of  northern  power  from  iiamigratioD, 
we  shall  induce  them  to  lay  a suicidal  axe  at  the  roots  of  their  own  amazing 
prosperity  I 

And  yet  he  turns  up  at  last -a  State  Riylds  Man  ! 

After  announcing  these  rank  and  fanatical  doctrines  of  Federal  interference 
ami  interstate  interference,  it  is  a mockery  of  Siate-llights  p'diities,  and  an  in- 
sult to  popular  inteiligsuae — only  equaled  by  tl\o  late  similar  profession  of 
AVtLsoN  of  Mas-sachusetts — for  Mr.  Flournoy  to  declare  : 

v.’ill  advert  particularly  to  one  other  principle  of  the  American  party  — 
the  ‘ non-intervention  of  the  i’’ederal  and  State  government  witii  the  municipnl 
affixirs  of  cacli  other.’  The  strict  observance  of  this  principle  will  make  the 
union  of  the  States  perpetual.” 

The  force  of  impertinence  could  no  further  go  I 

He  Desires  Yirjiaia  to  S:our  the  Great  on  a Tuur  of  Proscrip- ion. 

Mr.  Flournoy  takes  sti'.l  further  pains  ti)  prochuni  this  rotten  x-VhoIition 
doctrine  of  interference  in  toe  d uaeotic  alfairs  of  other  States.  The  ibHovsdne* 
umbi.lous,  sopaomoric  seiiteneos  have  a prominent  place  in  Lis  rouiarkMle  let- 
ter : 

‘‘It  may  he  said  that  there  arc  comparativ(dy  but  few  foreigners  and  Homan 
Catholics  in  Virginia.  She  is  not  aciimj  for  herstlj  alone.  She  is  a leading 
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iiiGTnbcr  of  this  great  sistovbood  of  States,  niitl  lier  action  will  be  felt  for  we:.l 
or  woe,  by  tliein  all.  Her  (lestiDy  is  identiliod  wiili  theirs,  aod  she  canuot  lool: 
wiih  iudilibrcncc  to  the  fact,  that  the  great  valley  of  the.  ^Mississippi,  watered  hy 
tweirty  thousand  miles  of  navigable  river.'^,  and  ihcimrecnse  and  fertile  Territo- 
ries, stretching  beyond  to  tlte  Pacific,  cajatble  of  suataiuing  a population  of  one 
hundred  millions^  are  rapidly  filling  up  with  this  class  of  people/^ 

So,  then,  our  chivalrous  Commonwealth,  uiider  tlie  guidance  of  his  resplen- 
dent staiesmauship,  is  to  assume  the  lionorable  (dricc  of  common  scold  ami  in- 
termcddlcr,  and  to  go  forth  into  tlie  West  and  North-west,  berating  Catholics 
and  siioo-sbooing  foreigners — like  depredaiiug  poultry — out  of  their  gardens  and 
potato  patches  1 A fit  Governor  for  such  a Commonwealth,  would  be  amiable 
Mr.  Flournoy — the  statesman. 

Virginia  is  to  go  out  into  the  West  and  Nortb-w'ost,  a jealous,  scolding  Juno, 
attended  by  ber  Know  Nothing  Argus  of  an  hundred  eves,  threading  their 
twenty  thousand  uiile.s  of  navigable  rivers,  c.xpeliing  ‘‘  foreigners’^  from  a land 
they  may  have  held  since  Pe  Soto  and  La  Salle,  and  excluding  Catholics  from 
the  offices  of  government  in  all  its  departments.^'  We  pity  the  spirit  of  narrow 
icalousY  and  inrelcrance  which,  dictates  such  a policy  as  mucli  as  the  ignorance 
it  betrays,  olr  ITouruoy  will  bo  surprised  to  learn  that  there  is  scarcely  a 
square  inch  of  the  countries  here  mentioned  in  vvhicii  the  Catholic  citizen  is 
not  protected  and  guaranteed  in  all  the  rigdits,  immunities  and  privileges,  poli- 
tical and  icligiiius,  of  the  most  favored  citizens  of  the  United  vStates,  by  express 
compacts,  sacred,  inviolable,  irrepealablo  and  perpetual. 

lie  LS  tavfjJu  a Lesson  of  Lome  Import rtnee  to  a Statesman  from  the  Archives  of 

the  Covntrp. 

We  sbedl  first  apprise  our  Uovernor  expectant  of  the  existence  of  a clause  in 
tbo  celebrated  ordinance  of  1787,  for  the  government  of  the  territory  of  tlm. 
Unite<l  States  north-west  of  the  Ohio  river"  in  the  nature  of  a perpetual  cotn- 
]»aet,  iVansed  by  some  of  the  best  men  and  purest  p.atriots  with  whom  C'od  ever 
blessed  the  earth.  Tlie  first— ybsa'  article  of  that  venerable  statute  ruris  thus  : 

‘Khrt.  I.  No  person,  demeaning  biin.'elf  in  a peaceable  and  orderly  manner, 
pball  f.VKU  be  molested  ou  account  of  his  mode  of  worship  or  religious  senti- 
ments, in  the  said  territory." 

We  trust  that  no  demagogue  will  interpo.se  here,  the  shallow;  quibble,  th.at 
to  insult  a citizen,  with  tliO  declaration  that  hi.s  religioii.s  sectiments  render  him 
an  unsafe  depositary  of  offiemi  reponsibilirj,  is  not  molcsihaj  him  on  account  of 
bis  religion. 

Again,  that  vast  territory,  acquired  by  tlie  Louisiana  purchase,  stretching 
from  the  Pacific  to  the  MiiDtssippi,  embracing  Oregon,  Texas  Mi.'Sonri  and  all 
the  intcrmediaie  domain,  which  was  eedcl  oy  Prance,  and  wa.s  first  settled,  as 
Teas  the  northwest  country  just  meutionei],  \>y  Catholics,  is  subject  to  the  fol- 
lowing soieiun  .stipulation,  being  the  third  article  in  the  Louisiana  Treaty  of  the 
oOth  April  IfUu  : 

‘Uhrt.  J.  The  inhabitants  of  ceded  territory  shall  be  incor[»'''rated  in  the 
Union  t‘f  the  LnitedSta.es,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  pos-fible,  according  to  the. 
principles  of  the  Peiera  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  AlJj  the  rights, 
advantages  and  iininuniti' s of  citizens  of  the  United  States  ; and,  in  the  mean- 
time, they  shall  be  mitlron'mcil  and  proicctnl  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 
iib 'rty,  property,  and  the  relijion  loJiu  h theu  professS 

Instead  of  maintaining  and  protecting  them,  according  to  the  spirit  of 
solemn  compact,  in  this  religion,  Mr.  Ploit.noy  proposes,  on  accomit  of  ag 
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to  proscribe  tbcm  from  office  and  degrade  them  from  the  rank  of  sovereign 
citizens.  , 

IVocccdin"  farther  ill  this  interesting  liistorical  enquiry,  v/e  find  another  por- 
tion of  the  ikiioii,  watered  in  part  by  the  i>Iississipj»i,  consecrated  perpetually 
to  religious  tc.Ieralion.  The  Treaty  of  Feb.  '2.2,  iSlO,  with  .hp-ain,  under 
wliieh  we  ae([uire  Florida  and  a large  adjacent  territory,  contains  these  two 
articles  : 

Art,  5.  The  inhsbitant.s  of  tlsc  ceded  territories  shall  be  secured  in  the  free 
c.vcrci'^c  of  their  religion,  without  A A Y rcstririiun  ; and  all  those  'who  may  de- 
sire to  reinovo  to  the  Spanish  dominions  shall  bo  permitted  to  sell  or  export  cheir 
efiects  at  any  lime  whatever,  without  being  subject,  in  either  case,  to  duties.'’ 

“ Art.  G.  The  inhabitants  of  the  territories  wdiich  Ills  Catholic  M ijesty  cedes 
to  the  United  Suites,  by  this  Treaty,  shall  be  ineorporated  in  the  Union  of  the 
Ihiited  States,  as  suon  a.s  may  be  consistent  with  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and  admitted  to  the  enjoyraerit  of  lJlc  priviliges.^  rightg  aiiu 

immunities  ol  the  CITIZENS  of  the  United  States.” 

And  coming  .still  further  down,  even  to  our  own  time,  we  had  that  our  vast 
acquisition  from  Mexico,  an  enspire,  itself,  in  the  magnitude  of  it.s  area,  its 
population  and  wm-alth,  to  be  indelibly  stamped  with  an  holy  canon  of  religioim 
toleration.  In  the  Treaty  of  May  GO,  ISIS,  with  the  Mexican  Republic,  under 
which,  auriferous  California  became  a part  of  our  Union,  occur.s  the  following 
golden  provision  : , 

“Art.  9.  Mexicans  who,  in  the  territories  aforesaid,  shall  not  preserve  tlie 
character  of  citizens  of  the  Mexican  R.epublic  [but  shall  elect  under  the  pre- 
ceding clause  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States,]  * * shall  be  incorporated 
into  tile  Union  of  th.e  United  'States,  and  be  admitted  at  the  [woper  time  (to  be 
judged  of  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States)  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
right.s  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  ; according  to  the  principles  of  the  Con- 
stitution ; and,  in  the  meantime,  .«hall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  tlie  free 
cnjtiyment  of  their  liberty  and  property,  and  SECURED  IN  THE  FREE  KXERCI-'E 
Of  their  religion  luilhout  restriclion.’^ 

A^s  reference  is  repeatedly  made  in  these  documents  to  ihe  rights,  privileges 
and  immv.nities,  cf  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  as  guaranteed  by  the  Gon- 
stitmion  thereof,  it  is  a tittlng  conclusion  to  such  solemn  stipulations  to  support 
them  by  the  provisions  on  this  subject  of  that  palladium  of  liberty  and  conqiact 
of  fraternal  Union  between  the  States.  ' The  sixth  article  of  that  instrument 
declares-- ■ 

“ A..rt.  YL  2so  rdigioas  test  shall  ever  bo  required  ns  a qualiiication.  to  o:ig 
office  of  public  trust  under  this  government.” 

And  the  very  first  article  among  the  amendments  W’hich  wmre  added  to  the  in- 
strument. out  of  the  abundant  caution  and  jealousy  of  our  fathers,  which  had 
special  reference  to  such  intolerant  movements  as  that  of  the  latter  day  Kinow 
Nothings,  places  religious  freedom  lirst  in  its  enumeration  of  the  in  viola  Lie 
franchises  of  a free  people  : 

“ Art.  I.  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  estahlishmcoit  of  reliirion» 
or  the  FREE  EKF.tteiSE  THEREOF'  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the 
press ; or  the  righ.t  of  the  people  peaceably  to  asscrnble.  and  to  petition  the  gov- 
ernment for  a redress  of  grievances.” 

Thus  it  ,seem?  tluat  every  foot  of  territiiry  in  this  broad  and  glorious  conw*de- 
r^tcy  is  consecrated  by  the  most  .solemn  and  holy  compacts  to  th.e  i ORERIY  cF 
co.N SCIENCE,  Thus  it  IS  a pparcu t that  l\Ir.  FeouhnovY  mushroom  part  of 
religions  intolerance,  though  boasting  its  NATiONALITV,  has  not  a spot  of  tho 
toiisocrated  soil  of  the  American  Union  on  which  to  plant  its  fiag-statf. 
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Mr.  Flournoy  will  novf  perceive,  tliatit  would  have  been  the  more  prudent 
part  for  liim  to  have  pursued  the  policy  of  Mr.  3h\TTC>N,  and,  if  acceptiiiy  the  dih^ 
reputable  nomination  at  all,  to  have  held  hi.3  silence  in  regard  to  the  prineipii's 
of  proscription  and  tyranny  that  are  coupled  with  it,  upon  which  the  fathers  of 
his  country  so  solemnly  prouoirnccd  their  anathema  maranatha.  Even  if  3ir. 
Flournoy  shoul'l  }jave  deceived  himsedf  into  a declaration  that  he  did  not  de- 
sire this  noiaiiKition  for  the  office  for  which  he  is  named,  can  any  one  else  be- 
lieve that  so  inteliigent  a person  as  himself  could  be  sincere  ia  such  a pr^ffis- 
sifuj,  while  consenting,  for  the  sahe  of  securing  the  positi^m,  to  endorse  the  in- 
famous and  damnabie  doctrines  to  whicdi  he  has  now  set  his  name,  and  which 
will  stigmatize  that  honorable  name  long  after  his  body  shall  have  reiurned  to 
the  dust  from  which  it  cam.e  ? 

He  Goes  to  Sea  on  a Frail  Baft  of  Rotten  Lojs. 

Mr.  Flournoy  borrows  his  principles  of  Soate  policy  from  Mr.  Wise,  making 
up  no  issue  on  State  questions,  and  standing  exclusively,  in  this  canvass,  on  the 
Know  Nothing  principles  of 

Rd iglous  Intolerance^ 

Unequal  Rights^ 

. Secret  Folitics. 


a\m.  PATTON'S  SPEECH  AT  RICHMOND,  ACCEPTING  THE 

NOMINATION. 

This  oration,  is  remarkable  as  the  only  one  delivered  by  any  of  the  Win- 
chester candidates  during  the  progres.s  of  the  canva.s.s,  if  we  except  one  or 
two  other  .‘^p^eeciies  of  Mr.  Patton,  GoIi\  ered  on  the  very  eve  of  the  elec- 
tion. It  thcreio~e  merits  a conspicuous  place  in  this  compilation,  and  we 
lay  before  our  readers  :n  extenso,  followijig  it  up  by’ a very  searching  re- 
view of  it  from  the  Kichniond  Examiner. 

> ellow-citizens — tellow-citizens  of  the  American  party  and  of  all  parties: 
I regret  that,  upon  this  first  occa.=^ion  of  the  assembling  of  the  American 
party,  arul  oi  the  great  body  who  are  sympathizing  with  the  Ameidcan  ])arty, 
that  it  is  my  lot  to  be  the  only  one  of  the  nonsinees  of  the  ’Winchester  Con- 
vention present  to  receive  your  greetings  ou  this  occasion.  I should  have 
been  much  better  pleased,  and  especially  gratified,  if  tlie  distinguished 
lead.er,  who  has  been  chosen  as  your  political  standard-bearer  in  the  present 
canva-'s,  had  been  pre,>en*  to  -address  you  : a gentleman  so  much  more  abffi 
to  f’Uilrees  you  than  I am,  so  as  to  do  j rsiice  to  vour  views,  and  so  much 
better  <pjaliiied  to  gratify  trie  expectations  of  this  lar^-e  and  crowupd  assera- 
bly.  by  an  address  worthy  ot  the  meeting,  and  worthy  of  the  great  subject. 

I carne  here,  gyntlernen,  rather  tor  ttie  purpose  of  vindicating  myself  tor 
assuming  the  prisition  which  i have  assumed,  and  of  vindicating  you  for  hav- 
ing  placed  rue  in  tb.at  po'-ition.  hly  nomination  by  the  Winchester  Conven- 
tion^ as  a canrudjate  for  the  sullrages  of  the  pecqde  of  V irginia,  was  as  une.A- 
pected  as  it  vois  unsont  ht  ny  me,  witlidrawn  as  i.  had  hecm»  for  several  years 
-"•for  two  or  three  yca.  s at  l-'-ast — from  any  active  pirlicij  ation  in  P-' ' 
1 heal  cor.iroversms  of  the  C'enitry.  Absorbed  in  tiie  laborious,  overwiicim- 
tng  and  aimnst  crushing  duties  of  an  arduous  profession,  I had  paid  very 
^Uention  to  the  progres.s  of  political  event?.  1 knew  scarce.iy  aiiyf-Mug  oi 
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the  i'sues  ’which  were  about  to  arise,  and  wbicli  were  likely  to  guide  tlie 
])eoj)!e  in  liie  coming  election.  In  that  position  I sought  no  ofFice,  ami  ex- 
pected none  fioni  any  pfuty,  or  a nomi.’uuion  t'roin  any  party.  1 held  out  no 
inducement.s  to  those  wdio,  in  behalf  of  tins  new  American  party,  called  upon 
me  for  the  purpo-^e  of  ascertai.nitig  whether  I wouhl  accept  this  ofrlce  of  at- 
torney-generai.  I sincerely  and  most  franldy  discouraged  the  idea,  and  told 
tliern  very  fjunkly  that  I had  not  even  read  the  Basis  Principles  which  they 
had  j.*ut  forth  as  containing  the  objects  ‘lor  w’hich  this  organization  was 
formed,  and  which  they  'were  endeavoring  to  accornpli.sh.  i was  told  tliat 
this  great  organization  desired,  or  at  least  a portion  of  the  members  of  the 
Convention  at  ^Vinchester,  and  probably  the  whole  body,  would  de:dre  to 
confer  thi'^  nomination  on  tne,  if  I wms  willing  to  accept  the  plhce,  wdthont 
any  regard  to  my  political  opinion  or  my  political  coarse  ; that  it  was  an  of- 
fice wlioily  disconnected  with  political  controversy,  in  reference  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  peculiar  duties  which  devolved  upon  it:  that  it  was  an  othce 
which  had  no  patronage  connected  with  it,  and  that,  estimating  very  highly 
(much  more  fiighly  than  I had  vanity  to  aspire  to)  my  qualifications  and  fd- 
ness  for  the  oftice,  tliey  desired  to  confer  it  upon  me,  in  reference  lo  their 
estimate  of  my  qualifications  and  fidiess  for  it,  without  reference  at  all  to  any 
political  object.  1 told  them  that  if,  under  these,  circumstances,  as  it  was  an 
office  in  the  line  of  my  profession' — an  office  which,  alrhough  I had  no  par- 
ticular desire  to  obtain,  it  would  yet  not  be  unacceptable  to  me— if  the  Con- 
vention chose  to  confer  upon  me  the  nominailon,  i would  accept  it,  a.-suring 
them  at  the  same  time  that  it  would  be  incompatible  with  my  business  to  en- 
gage in  the  political  canvass  in  tlie  way  of  discussion,  and  that,  in  my  esti- 
mate, it  was  not  desirable  or  proper  that  a candidate  for  an  office  of  that  sort 
should  be  mixed  up  in  the  angry  political  sdrite  of  parties.  I most  sincerely 
desired  to  occupy  that  position  absolutely  and  entirely.  It  has  not  seemed 
good  to  the  leaders  and  mouth-pieces  of  the  party  on  the  other  side  that  1 
shall  be  permitted  to  occupy  that  position.  I have  been  assailed  wstii  a 
fierceness  of  denunciation,  and  with  a virulence  of  invective,  and  coarseness 
and  iiiiberality  of  abuse,  that  has  never  been  sui  jiassed,  if  indeed  it  h;m  ever 
been,  equaled.  My  motives  traduced — eagerness  for  office  imputed  to  me 
—ambitious  a-.gnirations—sufieriijg  humiliation  in  consenting  to  take  an  inte- 
rior office  with  a tide-waiter’s  salary,  to  serve  under  another  leader  witri  the 
high  and  important  and  s’dendid  otfice  of  governor  of  A’irginia,  with  a va-.t 
mimificent  pecuniary  compensation. 

You  have  seen  what  eagerness  J displayed  to  get  the  nomination  of  attor- 
ney-genera!. And  now'  let  me  bring- to  tliC  notice  of  this  vast  assembly,  and 
to  those  w'ho  have  been  disposed  to  impute  to  me  ambitious  motives  aiui 
eagerness  foi-  high  office,  one  or  two  papers,  wbich  is  all  tlie  answer  I mean 
to  give  to  those  cliarges. 

I received,  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  iMarch,  from  Winchester,  the  fol- 
lowing telegraphic  di^patch  from  a fidend  of  rrn’ne,  who  was  a member  of  the 
body  : 

‘'Will  you  accept  the  nomination  for  governor?  Reply  immediately  to 
this.” 

I immediately  sent  the  following  by  telegraph: 

“ I would  not  accept  the  odlce  of  governor  if  every  man  in  Virginia  wu're 
to  vote  for  me.*’ 

By  an  inemrdous  pc-rversity  of  accusation,  it  might  still  be  said  that  I was 
like  Ci'csar,  rejecting  the  crown  becau-e  I kiicw  I could  not  get  it. 

On  the  same  evening,  not  very  long  after  I had  received  the  tcicgruph’.c 
dispatch  which  I have  just  read,  I received  this  note  from  a gcntlemaa  in 
Hichmond  : 
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“I  have  just  received  a .illspatch  by  telegraph  that  you  were  nominated 
for  governor,  and  requested  to  communicate  it  directly.’’ 

As  soon  as  1 leceivod  this  note,  instantly,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
any  inconvenience  to  the  Winchester  Convention,  such  as  would  result  from 
their  Uiaking  u nomination  which  would  not  be  aixcpted,  probably  causing 
them  to  assemble  again  there  or  somev.here  else  to  make  another  nomina- 
tion, 1 sent  the  following  reply  : 

“ I regret  the  information  your  note  contains.  Several  times  during  tlm 
last  fifteen  years  I have  declined  being  a candidate  for  governor  when  my 
friends  thought  1 could  be  elected.  J will  not  accept  the  ofiice  of  governor 
under  any  circumstances,  ami  though  eveiy  man  in  the  state  were  to  vote 
for  me.  Kxeusc  the  apparent  peremptoriness  of  this  note.”  ' 

These  are  my  aspirations  for  the  oiiice  of  governor,  and  you  can  now  vrell 
form  a notion  how  great  was  my  morl>ficaiion  at  being  passed  over  for  this 
high  oiiice  and  ohered  the  humble  oiiice  of  attorney-general.  It  is  proper  to 
state  that  the  information  tliat  I was  nominated  for  governor  was  a mistake, 
which  of  course  I did  not  know  until  the  following  day.  There  was,  as  1 
understand,  no  such  nomination,  ami  the  distinguished  gentleman  who  has 
been  nomin  ited,  ami  is  so  worthy  to  receive  the  sulTrages  of  the  American 
party,  was  the  decided  choice"* id’ the  C'onvention  at  all  times.  I do  not  know 
that  there  was  a single  man  who  was  fivorable  to  my  nomination,  except  the 
particular  gentleman wlio  sent  irie  the  di'^i^atch. 

Besides  all  that,  it  is  now  said  tliat  I am  animated  by  aspirations  for  the 
Senate.  1 say  here  and  now,  as  i liave  said  lepcateuly  in  the  course  of  the 
last  ffteen  3'ears,  when  my  friends  desired  to  put  me  in  nomination  for  that 
oiiice,  as  I said  about  the  oEiro  of  governo!',  I would  not  have  the  office  of 
senator  if  every  man  in  the  B^mi'^lature  of  Virginia  voted  for  me. 

I was  then  nominated  ibr  tins  office  under  the  circumstances  to  which  I 
have  referred,  b}"  a large,  respectable,  intelligent  and  patriotic  body  of  men, 
as  much  so  to  the  extent  that  i have  information  in  regard  to  them,  as  an}^ 
body  of  men  in  any  quarter,  any  state,  or  anywhere  el.se  in  the  world~a 
body'  of  men  representing,  as  1 understand  now,  (^for  I Know-Nothing  about 
the  supposed  elective  strength  oi  the  Amerlca.n  party,)  fifty  or  sixty  thou- 
sand of  the  free  citizens  of  this  commonwealth,  i have  repeatedly'  said,  in 
talking  of  tliis  organization.  Without  knowing  nnvthing  at  all  of  its  objects  or 
purposes,  but  iiaving  heard  merely  t;ie  rajud  way  in  which  it  advances  in 
the  hearts  and  atlection.'  of  tlic  people  eb'-e where,  that  its  objects  must  be 
patriotic.  Weie  they  otherwise,  I could  not  believe  that  it  could  have  en- 
listed so  cfiectually  the  aid  ami  supp  -rt  of  the  people  of  Virginia.  It  has 
surpassed  tiie  most  extravag.int  ide.i  that  I cnuld  i’ortn  of  its  |)rogress  in  this 
state,  my  opinion  having  been  that  the  sparseness  of  the  population  and  the 
clifhculty  of  communicati'in  h>etween  our  [icople,  would  form  almost  an  insur- 
Tuountable  bari'icr  to  it.-  exten.^iOiu  I imrl  not  the  least  idea  of  hope  (if  I mar 
use  tliat  word)  that  \rhen  iuv  rouaumibon  wav:  made  upon  tills  ticket,  there 
was  a reasonable  prohabiii’;,-  liiat  tlm  bviket  would  prevail.  Now,  I luader- 
stand  that  the  body  of  men  v !io  liouiimated  me  represented  .50,000  persons 
at  least  in  the  commonwealt!;  01  A irgima,  who  have  become  united  to  the 
order,  and  umorig  them  some  fifteen,  or  twenty  thousand  INmocrat.-u  1 
received  the  nomination,  tiicn  ot  tin-  body  of  gentlemen  representing  this 
vast  portion  ot  t'ue  people  ot  \ ir'^iiiia.  comj)osed  ot  all  parties,  and  I could 
not  feel  rov.-elf  altogether  at  li'^-n  tv  tu  r-ifusc  to  permit  .such  a liod}'  of  gen- 
tlemen of  all  parties,  irre.'pe.’five  ot  •ne  poIiti-".il  ha.-i.s  lliey'  might  hav  c in 
thi.-  movement,  to  pre  cut  ngv  m;!m;  to  the  people  ot’  \'ii‘ginia  as  a candidate 
for  an  otlice  whoilv'  di.-cunncctcii  witli  political  ]iarties  or  strife,  and  utterly 
void  of  all  political  p'atronage.  And  yet  tlurt  act,  th.e  act  of  permitting  idv 
jiUme  to  bo  presented  to  the  j*c(.plc  ot  A’^irgiuia,  has  been  denounced  as  an 
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act  of  treachery  to  party  arul  a violatioii  of  party  obligations.  1 never 
ciitered  into  any  )>arty  obligations  whicli  wouM  prevent  me  from  a]Io',vif)g  a 
majority  of  tin'.  ]icopie  of  Virginia  to  elect  me  to  any  olTice  which  I was  wil- 
ling to  take,  no  mailer  who  may  have  made  the  nomination,  or  when  or  where 
they  tnay  be  denormced.  1 have  read  the  Constitution  of  Vii-girda  several 
times,  and  [ find  there  that  tiie  otiice  of  attomev-generai.  is  to  be  filled  by 
the  votes  of  the  people  of  Virginia,  and  not  by  the  i^emocraiic  Convention. 
He  lifile  knows  my  antecedents  wlio  does  not  know  tliat  I leave  never  pnr- 
milted  myself  to  be  governed  or  controlled  by  the  dictates  of  a party,  in  re- 
gard to  [larty  nominations'  or  parly  measures,  anywhere  or  on  any  occasion. 

it  is  .said  I have  received  rewards  of  party,  and  have  rendered  very  little 
service  for  them.  What  party  reward  did  I ever  receive?'  I am  charged 
with  ingratitude  to  the  Jdemocratic  party.  I was  never  elected  to  but  one 
otiice,  and  thar.  oliice,  like  this  of  attorney-generai,  not  political — I mean  the 
otiice  of  councillor  of  statc~~an.d  i was  elected  to  that  office  by  a fraction  of 
the  Democratic  party,  with  the  united  vote  of  the  Whig  party,  beating  the 
caucus  nominee  of  the  party,  [-^dr.  P.  did  not  refer  to  his  service  in  Con- 
gress. To  prevent  misapprehension,  it  is  proper  to  say  that  he  v/as  never 
elected  to  Congress  by  a party  vole.  He  was  elccLcd  by  the  people  four 
terms — three  terms  without  opposition— -once  against  the  opposition  of  a 
most  popular,  distinguished  and  thorough-going  party  man  of  the  Dernocratic 
party  ; and  was,  at  all  times,  supported  in  the  independent  course  he  pursued 
in  Congress,  (independent  of  party,  he  means,)  by  the  great  body  of  both 
parties.]  And  I was  elected  and  re-elected  to  that  office  five  time,'', ’evei} 
time,  except  one,  by  almost  tlie  unanimous  vote  of  both  parties,  without  a 
nomination  even  against  me.  On  one  occasion  tliere  was  a nomination  of  a 
Democratic  gentleman  against  me  : a very  ardent,  consistent  and  thoroup,ii 
supporrer  of  Dernocratic  principles,  who  got  “ twenty-nine  votes,”  and  ball 
the  balance.  At  these  elections  the  Whig  party  were  in  the  majority  twice. 
I do  not  mean  at  all  to  say  anything  whatsoever  to  detract  from  the  liberality, 
from  the  friendly  feeling,  from  the  liberal  support  that  1 received,  from  the 
liberal  members  of  the  Democratic  party,  as  well  as  the  Whig  party,  during 
those  elections.  Tut  I never  w'as  elected  by  a party  vote — never  in  in}'Iife- 
I never  was  the  favorite  of  the  ultra  men  of  any  party  assembly,  because  I 
did  not  recognize  the  despotism  of  party  obligations,  and  because  I always 
spurned  tfieir  denunciations,  whenever  they  were  directed  against  me,  for  a 
preference  of  what  my  judgment  approved  as  demanded  by  the  true  interest 
of  tlie  country. 

I have  changed  my  party  position,  therefore.  During  the  eight  years  of 
my  service  in  Congress — during  a portion  of  the  time  when  Gen.  Andrew 
Jackson  wms  In  the  zenith  of  his  power,  and  when  to  oppose  him  \va.>  like 
bearding  the  lion  in  his  den— it  can  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  jounials  of 
that  tiine,  tliat  I voted  irulifferently,  as  I thought,  with  the  one  party  as  the 
oilier:  and  it  was  because  ot  this  that' the  great,  and  illustrious,  and  patriotic 
man,  ILunry  Cl<ay.  who  was  always  my  warm  friend,  (and  deej)Ly  did  1 re- 
gret very  frequently  that  1 could  not  consistently,  with  the  opinions  ami  prin- 
ciples whicli  I enicrtalned,  support  iilrn  for  the  presidency.)  in  the  moi't 
friendly  spirit  arid  the  facetiousne.ss  of  Ids  genial  nature,  said  to  me  one  day, 
“ How  arc  you  io-day,  Tdr.  Patton?”  and  that  joke,  which  I told  so  mimh  to 
tlie.  amusement  of  my  friends  in  ]uuvate  ten  years  ayo.  was  told  with  very 
aimming  ellbct  by  John  Hampden  Pleasants  in  th.e  'VV'hig,  on  tliC  day  alte.^  I 
made  the^gro?^  Rorner^et  from  die  \Vhig  party  into  the  Democratic  ranks,  wlicu 
1 made  a speech  at  the  Hxcliangc  in  !SM.  And  this  joke,-  v.  lucli  was  so 
good-humoredly  published  ten  years  ago,  our  Democratic  friends  semii  to 
have  taken  iiold  of  for  the  firffi  time.  They  seem  to  have  brought  it  up  with 
a gusto,  as  if  they  ac’,  cr  lead  heard  of  it.  They  must  be  very  much  in  want 
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of  something  to  amuse  tliem,  when  they  had  to  revive  rny  old,  stale  and 
thread-bare  jokes  for  the  purj>ose  of  creating  a little  rnerrirneiit. 

Gc'itlemcn,  this  habit  of  resistance  to  party  dictation  exposed  me  during 
all  rny  political  life  to  the  severe  criticism  of  the  ]ire'S  ; and  they  have  also 
brought  along  with  tliern  sotnething  which,  })crhaps,  I ougiit  to  take  as  a full 
equivaJcjit — the  good  natiired,  extravagant  and  equally  unmerited  praise  of 
the  party  press. 

I have  thus  received  alternately  the  applause  of  Mr.  Thomas  Ritchie  and 
that  again  of  John  Iian);)den  Pleasants;  and  have  received  alternately  their 
denunciation,  too— denunciations  from  witom  were  calculated  to  carry  some 
terror  with  them.  I have  heard  the  thunder  of  Democratic  denunciations 
rolling  over  my  head,  threatening  to  exterminate  me,  when  Jupiter  Tonans, 
the  Olympian  Jove  of  Democracy,  Thomas  Ritchie,  wielded  the  thunder- 
bolt. ] have  had  the  lightning  of  "Whig  denunciation  to  hash  in  my  eyes 
when  it  was  struck  forth  by  the  electric  genius  of  John  Hampden  Pleasants. 
I was  assailed  violently  by  both,  but  it  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  see  that  af- 
ter the  storm  of  prejudice  and  passioi)  and  political  strife  had  passed  away,  it 
was  my  good  fortune  to  enjoy,  in  a very  higli  degree,  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence and  friendship  of  both  these  gentlemen,  which 'was  cordially  recipro- 
cated b}’  myself.  And  now,  when  1 have,  survived  “ heaven’s  artillery,’’  do 
you  think  1 am  going  to  be  killed,  or  frightened,  or  hurt,  by  firing  crackers  or 
sky-rocket.-',  •and  least  of  all  by  pop-guns  loaded  with  sliced  potatoes,  and 
very  soft  and  sniali  potatoes  at  that. 

li  has  been  said  that  curses  loud  and  deep  from  the  Democratic  party  are 
poured  forth  airainst  me—I  suppo.'-e  inelo-dramatic  cur.=es  put  forth  for  stage 
effect.  But  if  there  be  any  gentleman  of  the  Democratic  party,  whose  re- 
spect is  worth  anything,  that  has  lo^^t  his  own  self-respect  so  fur  as  to  deal  in 
curses  against  me,  let  me  .«ay  to  him  that  be  had  better  remember  the  East- 
ern apothegm,  that  “ curses,  like  chiickens,  go  home  to  loo.-t.”  As  for  my- 
•*:e]r,  1 regard  the  curses  of  an  angry  partizan  just  as  much  ns  I do  the  raving 
of  a maniac,  or  tiie  howling  of  a hungiy  hyena,  “They  pass  by  me  as  the 
idle  wind,  which  I respect  not.”  And  there  is  a consolation  acconripanying 
all  this  denunciation.  If  I am  to  be  considered,  (and  I don’t  care  a pinch  of 
snuff  whether  1 am  to  be  so  considered  or  not,)  as  driven  out  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  (it  certainly  required  no  very  strenuous  exertion  to  accomplish 
that  end,)  I have  the  comfort  of  knowing  that  I enjoy  in  this  calamity  the  com- 
pany of  ’20,000  (as  I am  told)  of  that,  old  and  re-pectable  party,  as  steadfast, 
true  and  conscientious  os  any  other  equal  number  who  still  adhere  to  it. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  1 ought,  perliaos,  after  saying  this  much  about  politi- 
cal intolerance,  say  what  is  perfectly  just  perhap.s  to  all  parties,  and  certainlv 
to  the  Democratic  party,  Uiat  whatever  oilier  sins  they  might  have  been 
guilty  of,  they  do  not  bear  malice.  ].et  any  politician,  no  matter  how"  repro- 
bate he  may  have  been  in  hi';  opinion — no  matter  what  his  political  ofienoes 
may  have  been — come  to  the  High  Priest  of  the  Democratic,  party,  and  say, 
“Purge  me  with  hyssop  and  I sliali  he  clean,  wash  me  and  f will,  be  whiter 
than  snow,”  he  will  be  sure  to  rendve  the  rncrcif'ul  response,  “Though  thy 
sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  white  as  .-mow;  though  they  be  red  like  crim- 
son, tlu.w'  shall  be  as  wool.”  Por  verily,  (-at  this  lime  particularly,)  there  is 
more  joy  in  the  kingdom  of  Democracy,  or  rather,  perliaps,  1 '=hould  sav  in 
the  popedom  ol  Domocrucy,  for  t!i*''yseem  to  launch  their  fiuminatious  in  the 
same  spirit  and  tone  it  tm-v'  conceived  tljcm.-clve.^,  like  hi-  iuoHriess,  tlm 
Po})e  and  vicegerent  o.J  (loU,  w lio-e  dec.ees  and  huli.s  ot  excommunication 
proclaimed  eternal  damnation — for  verily  “there  is  more  joy  ovei  one  siiuicr 
that  repenteth,  than  o\er  ninety  and  nine  just  men  that  need  no  rof-ent- 
ancc.”  And  if  tliere  sbml  be  here  arid  there  occasionally  an  acquisition  of 
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honyp  50cedinir  Kaow-Nothifig;,  or  obdurate  Whig  that  corncs  io  be  purged 
hyssop,  they  are  throvva  ia  absolute  ecstaey  aud  paroxysnis  of  joy. 

U'cll,  gentlemen,  there  is.  perhaps  something  too  much  of  this.  I have 
given  this  matter  connected  witli  rny-elf  rnore  com-ideratiori  than  it  deserved. 
} desired,  gentlemen,  to  be  saved  the  necessity  of  having  to  say  anything  in 
respect  to  this  nomination  for  attorney-genera!,  or  in  respect  to  any  matter 
connected  wilii  this  canvass.  I certainly  have  no  design  to  say  at  anv  time, 
tiere  or  anywhere  else,  anytiiing  in  disparagement  of  the  ciaims  of  the  dis- 
tinguished genlieman  who  has  been  nominated  b}^  the  Staunton  Convcintioa 
for  tiie  oihcG  of  attorney-general,  or  anyihing,  in  ttie  sliglitest  degree,  to  de- 
rogate from  the  ildelity  with  which  he  will  dischar2"e  his  duties,Jf  a majority 
of  the  people  ot  Virginia  prefer  his  filling  thatoihee;  and  still  more,  em- 
phatically, I have  nothing  to  say  and  mean  to  say  nothing  intended  or  calcu- 
lated to  induce  any  man  to  vote  for  me,  or  to  prevent  any  man  from  voting 
against  me,  for  that  oliice,  if  he  prefers  rny  competitor  to  fill  it. 

1 said  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  when  I was  nominated  for  lids  office  f had 
seen  none  of  the  discussions  which  had  grown  up  in  Virgiriia,  or  anywhere 
else,  in  regaid  to  this  Am.erican  party.  I have  been  so  much  absorbed  with 
rny  own  business,  that  I do  not  think  1 have  read  a governor’s  message 
for  several  years,  nor  a presidents  message  ; and  the  time  when  1 read  a 
speecli  in  Congress,  is  a period  which  runs  back  to  a time  Ifiat  my  n'lernory 
“runnetli  not  to  the  contrary.”  i have,  however,  read  somewhat  carefully, 
at  various  times  since  my  nomination,  the  principles  and  basis  of  the  Know- 
Nothing  or  American  party,  and  I have  no  hesitation  ia  saying  that  with,  one 
or  two  exceptions  in  regard  to  the  .mode  of  action  of  the  party,  ami  the  exte.nt 
to  which  they  are  proposing  to  go,  as  a rule  for  themselves  in  their  organiza- 
tion, the  principles  and  basis  of  that  party meet  rny  entire  approbation.  I 
sec  nothing  inconsistent  with  those  unchanged  and  uncirangeable  principics 
of  state  rights  Virginia  republicanism  w'hicb  I have  ahways  cherished  and 
still  cling  to. 

1 have  looked  a little  into  the  grounds  upon  which  this  organization  and  its 
principles  have  been  assailed  in  the  canvass,  and  have  been  amazed  at  tlie 
strange  misconception  and  the  singular  perverseness  of  argument  by  which 
it  is  soue'ht  to  be  maintained,  that  the  principles  cf  this  organization  are  vio- 
lative of  the  Constitution  and  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  that  tliey  lead  to  the 
destruction  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

The  last  time  I was  in  this  building.— -certainly  in  connection  v/ith  any  po- 
litical orgaifi'/aiion — the  cry  was  tlicn  Young  America,”  and  I was  hard'y 
permitted  to  be  considered  as  a fir  associaie  for  the  genius  of  true  Democra^'y, 
because  I did  not  join  in  a cry  which  I had  not  the  most  distant  imderstand- 
ing  of  tiie  meaning  of,  except  tliat  I had  some  vague  idea  that  it  was  gotten 
up  for  the  purpose  of  making  Stephen  A.  Douglas  pre.-ident  of  the  Unileil 
States;  and  as  that  was  a purpose  wliich  1 had  never  conceived,  and  most 
probably  never  would,  I was  regarded  as  an  o/r/yh^-?/.” 

Since  then  th.ere  seems  to  h.ave  been  some  ahangc  in  the  relation  of  par- 
ties and  in  the  issues.  Vv'e  hear  no  mere  of  these  unchanged  and  unchange- 
able principles  of  Virginia  state  rights  republicanism  as  c;ucCdons  of  party 
controversy,  or  as  the  w Ichwcu'd  of  liie  Democratic  party.  And  now,  mucc 
old  Arneriea  and  young  America  have  come  togctliCr,  and  that  yoimg  Arne r- 
ic<a  with  a little  more  fM'v  lerice  and  di.-cretion  than  she  manifesto'll  beu-rr,  did 
come  to  take  counsel  of  old  America;  am.!  vhen  t!jcyh:  ve  both  jO. ned 
ha.xls  together  to  form  a great  Aiiierican  party,  t'lose  u ho  tium  rnade  tiiis 
cry  about  young  America  say  no  jnore  about  it,  but  sccm.ed  disposed  to  em- 
brace in  liieir  comprehensi ve  }<atriotism  <j!d  Europe,  all  EuiOpe,  rVsia.  part 
of  Africa,  all  creation,  and  the  rest  of  mankind. 
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I saic.1,  gentlemen,  that  in  re^arJ  to  sornf'  of  the  details  of  this  basis  of 
jirindples  of  Know-Notliingisni,  i was  not  prepared  to  ado|jl  ihern  in  ali  their 
breadUi  and  iengtti.  I do  not  bind  rnv^eif  by  any  pledge,  cither  writien, 
spoken,  or 'sworn — that  I never  will,  under  any  circuitistaiices,  vote  for  for- 
eigners for  any  office.  That  is  a inattoi  that  I will  leave  altogether  at  inv 
discretion.  Were  1 to  act  otherwise,  I siiould  be  abandoning-  the  ground 
wliich  I have  maintained  all  my  life,  and  upon  which  I can  iiovr  stand  up  and 
defy  those  Democratic  denuncirdions  that  are  hurled  against  me.  I have 
never  been  in  a party  caucus  in  my  life,  in  Congress  or  out  of  it. 

While  ihcae  arc  //i.y  views  of  part}-  obligations  and  the  means  of  carrying 
out  objects  of  party  organization,  1 have  no  right  to  be  a censor  upon  those 
vrho,  as  party  men,  pursue  a diilerent  course  and  entertain  other  opinions. 
The  American  part}-  chooses  to  hold  their  meetings  in  secret,  as  the  Whig 
and  Democratic  party  liave  been  and  are  in  the  habit  of  holding  secret  cau- 
cuses, by  nigiit  or  day.  d’his  party  enter,  it  is  said,  into  mutual  obligations 
as  to  their  jiarty  action.  No  niaiter  what  is  their  form,  tliey  can’t  be  held 
more  binding  than  the  Democrats  claim  to  l;oid  the  implied  obligations  of 
their  party.  A violation  of  them,  by  disobeying  the  behest  of  the  party, 
rujitiing  it,  is  followed  by  the  most  vehement  denunciation — w liile  this  paily, 
us  I un'Ierstaod,  allows  every  man  to  go  out  of  the  party  when  he  pleases, 
•and  his  obligations  are  at  once  at  an  end,  vdthout  denunciation.  "Wltli  the 
Democratic  paity  it  does  not  seem  to  be  so,  for  although  there  is  no  oath 
taken,  no  pledge  reyistermi,  no  man  that  acts  with  them  can  dare  to  defy 
their  behests  and  di.-^sent  from  their  decrees.  Jd  he  does — “ Oil  with  his 
head.  So  much  for  Buckingha.m.” 

The  freedom  of  thouyht  ami  opinion  which  they  allow  at  tlils  day  Is  hap- 
pily illustrated  in  an  anecdole' which  is  told  of  one  of  Napoleon’s  marshals, 
■whrn  Napoleon  was  a candiilate  for  the  First  Consulship  for  life.  It  vras  to 
be  determined  by  universal  sunVage.  rTarshal  Augekaw  addressed  his  divi- 
sion in  the  following  words  ; ‘'Soldiers,  there  is  an  election  to-day  to  deter- 
mine w'hether  Napoleon  snail  be  Consul  for  life.  It  is  to  be  a matter  of  the 
free  choice  of  the  people.  You  will  march  to  the  pedis  and  vote  just  as  you 
think  proper;  but  if  you  vote  against  Napoleort,  I will  shoot  you  as  soon  as 
you  come  back'.”  While  I do  not,  and  cannot  according  to  my  notions  about 
party  engageinents,  come  uiider  its  obligations,  I agree  that,  as  a general 
rule,  yours  is  a propier  principle  of  action,  and  shall  probably  act  upon  it 
practically  nyvseif.  Tiiere  may  be  occasion  under  some  very  peculiar  cir- 
cunmtances  which  should  induce  a deportiu'c  from  that  course,  in  respect  to 
the  exclusion  of  a foreigner  from  all  political  oilices.  But  I maintain  against 
the  world  in  arms,  tliat  tree  citizens  of  this  counti  v,  native  or  foreign,  have 
the  right  to  enter  into  such  an  agreement  wirdiout  violating  the  rights  of  any 
other  citizens,  and  witlmut  infringing  upon  any  principle  of  the  constitution 
or  the  bill  of  rights,  or  any  other  guarantee. 

It  !s  to  my  mind  cne  of  ti;e  i^trangest  and  mo.-.t  extra6rdinary  perversions 
ot  principle  that  ever  has  been  seriously  insisted  upon,  that  the  rights  of 
foreigners  are  atfected  becau-e  a portion  of  the  people  of  ^hrginia,  who  re- 
gard it  as  a question  ot  high  and  important  public  policy,  sav,  and  unite 
ihen'iselves  together  tor  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  principle,  that  for- 
eigners should  not  be  allowed  to  have  the  political  odices  of  the  country. 

For  what  are  tlie  rights  of  foreigners?  Tfic  riyhts  of  foreigners  under 
cur  laws  arc  to  come  here  and  acimire  a residence  and  carry  on  their  busi- 
ness under  the  wgls  and  ]>rotm;tion  of  our  laws, — to  sit  down  under  tlmir 
own  vine  and  fig  ti’ce,  and  af.  r sp^'Miding  the  term  of  probation  fixed  by 
law  to  entitle  them  to  ttic  rlgi.t  oi  suffrage,  to  exercise  that  right,  and,  so  far 
as  the  Constitution  permit-^,  to  !)e  capable  of  clectic’U  to  ^n^'  ofhre  if  thf 
people  choose  to  confer  it  vpun  them — and  because  a poition  of  the  people, 
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ia  iiic  exercise  of  their  fundamental,  indisputable  aiul  essential  lights,  say 
v.e  won’t  vote  for  von  for  political  othces,  they  are  lopresented  as  acting  in 
direct  conflict  vviih  the  Constitution  and  the  princiides  of  civii  liberi}-. 
Foredgnors  hove  exactly  the  same  right,  when  they  become  citizens,  to  say 
wc  won’t  vote  for  you,  and  I suppose  nobody  would  pretend  to  say  th?-t  was 
a vi'dation  and  invasion  of  your  rights. 

'\V!)V,  gentlemen,  do  you  know — and  I suppose  you  don’t,  for  yon  Know 
Xoihing — do  you  know  tliat  tid.s.  piinciple,  so  destructive  of  the  rights  of 
foreigners,  which  you  have  advocated  and  which  you  state  is  one  of  the 
rules  nf  action  of  your  organization  is  not  ^rour  thunder  at  all.  You  are  the 
copyists  merely.  Y^ou  have  borrowed  the  ihunder,  and  of  whom  do  yon  suppose  ? 
We  h ive,  a Constitiuion  here  which,  as  1 told  }'ou  sometime  ago,  i had  re;ui  once 
or  twice,  and  we  find  in  that  Constitution  that  no  persori  shall  be  eligible  to  the 
oflico  of  governor  unless  be  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty  years,  is  a 7>'aftve 
citizcoi  of  ihe  Vnllcd  States,  and  Ins  been  a citizen  of  A'hrginia  so  many 
years.  The  lieutenant  governor  shall  be  elected  at  the  same  time,  and  for  the 
same  term,  and  his  qualifications  and  manner  of  election  shall  be  the  same  ; 
so  that  Iiere  is  the  Know  Nothing  principle-— so  fatal  and  destructive  to  the 
right  of  foreigners,  so  consistent  with  equrd  rights  of  all  citizens — incorpo- 
rated into  the  fundamental  law  of  the  land  ; so  that,  if  you.  wanted  to  vote 
for  foreigners,  every  one  of  you,  the  Constitution  forbids  your  doing  so 
for  the  orlice  of  governor  or  lieutenant  governor  of  the  commonwealth. 

vVell,  now,  you  have  only  carried  it  a little  furtiier  than  the  Constitution. 
The  Constitution  does  not  prohibit  you  fi'om  doing  as  you  propose  in  regard 
to  voting.  It  is  a matter  left  to  the  exercise  of  your  will.  It  is  perfectly 
competent  for  the  citizen,  in  the  exercise  of  his  fundameiital  and  essential 
right  to  select  for  himself  any  particular  individual  to  vole  for.  The  princi- 
])lcs  whic’ri  govern  his  action  in  this  regard  cannot  of  course  be  aiTected  by 
any  cons;itutlonaI  enactment,  nor  can  they,  by  any  means,  be  saitl  to  con- 
flict with  any  provision  in  oiir  Constitution.  Eut  lest  you  might,  peradven- 
tUre,  put  a foreigner  into  the  orlice  of  governor-,  or  lieutenant  governor, 
our  hygislators  have  put  an  insuperable  barrier  in  the  Constitution— you  can- 
not do  it. 

And  1100/,  gentleman,  who  do  you  suppose  indicted  this  violation  of  the 
right.s  ot  foreigners,  and  incorporated  it  into  tire  Constitution  t In  tlie  con- 
vention wfiich  formed  the  Constitution,  it  was  moved  by  iMr.  Hunter,  to 
amend  the  report  by'  striking  therefrom  the  word  '‘native,”  so  as  not  to. 
permit  foreigners  to  be  elected  to  the  office  of  governor.- 

Ylr.  Letcher  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  st’-iking  out  in  the  2d 
and  bd  iine^  the  wor?.!.--,  “ sh-all  be  a native  citizen  of  tire  United  States.” 

The  .|uestion  u|.>on  the  adoption  of  tlie  amendment  being  put  to  the  Con- 
verition,  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  m.otion  of  Ylr.  Hunter,  was  decided 
in  tlie  negaiive  : ayes  4fh  noe.s  .52. 

d Iiose  wiio  voted  in  -the  neg;itive  were  Ylessrs.  John  Y'.  Ylason,  (Tresi- 
(lenit.)  Hanks,  Beale,  Bocock,  Bolts,  I^owl.s,  Brexton,  Bnrgess,  Bicliard  C. 
Boyd,  Chambers,  Charnbli-s,  Chiltem,  Cocke,  Deimalen  Houglas,  Edmunds, 
Edwards-,  Eaidkm::',  Einneyy  Floyd,  Fultz,  Fuqua,  YL  U,  H.  Garnett,  Mus- 
coc  Garnet,  Goode,  Hall,  11  ill,  Kenny,  Leake,  Icicus,  YlcCandiish,  \Vm. 
Martin,  Yloore,  Newman,  Brice,  Beeves,  Saunders,  Scoggin,  Frances,  W. 
Scott,  Shell,.  Berrv  H.  Smifi,  James  S.mith,  Archib-ald  Siunrt,  Tavior,  'fu- 
ni>h,  Tunibuli,  j.  Watts,  Whittle,  ^^^hilley,  ^Wingfield,  Wise,  Woollbik, 
'Wy-sr. 

We  find  among  those  whose  naihes  are  recordfui  in  the  negative  the  elite 
of  the  Heinocracy.  The  exclusion  of  foreigners,  this  dangerous  vi.-daiion  of 
the  rights  of  foreigner.^  kept  in  the  Constitution  by  the  reform  Conveiuion 


m w,  " ' " V.  ■■  . ! 

Y5«  ,«»l48n  Uhmv.^  l(\c  oWelWi^-^ljj.ii  ^firtnamcUul  rhiU  lo , 5'‘/m'oz'>  jith  «; 

"fllr**/®  t'i)  .«^oanfar,  U^)fit!oct  ,a>  uor  o!r 

.XHm  ^ anil  ht^c^  mffmrnO  m (liv/f%mcM0'  i>niu^2.. 

«/>w  )<?d)  Wgft^/q  Liu  *v/  >j.  ,dt^i  rimj  v^y  ol<^/  . 

«*^vi  ?,  -i  j.  * .1  noi^rrrfli  ban  atMf  h c ^ 


f/07  0t>  Ovnfw>.>  I.IU*  Mif  Uiw.nwd‘07^iktoV 
Q^no  htm\m{  l..rjjf  t«Vi  ,fb<dvAMdd  -^VrdVv/ 

Od)  ol  0frb^i4:  crt  t.4i  Mrnihni)  1^'' 

fi  ^ V'o-jfrioi 

Vflctff  o^  i?iaiStir/:.  V n«‘>  Irnii  % mu\n 

nrl^  10I  ^‘«*v.'3»»ti;.w^^  iviEr iA  Ofir  .vifiiy 

; om,^  •hU  mX  UMz^mmy  ^^.^^NmKt  hm^rnkoiUir^ 
ryiii  A^i  jrtA  adi^m^ttsHoB 

^ -cq tu*>o/--''<i(loxiitti  |t«  40  hiipi-  f^'m  ^ ,r»iMi^blt»Y  lo  Jds't ' 

!>lov  cl  ^ wfil  idi  oim 

od  . ,00^ 'to  ,%ia«^iVioT:  it^V’ 

rthifoib  ^ Adi  i«a ' 

lT^9i  aj  m iiifidoiq  Jon  a^iob  nblltdliK^oO  adt^ 

yjjaAliaq  w jl  *H|v/ i^nllov  ol 
.|/;d(«’>»»#A  Ofifi;"'ktw#aTfcbf*:rTT  <iwl  In. 


.loim/o;^  SaMnc^taait  to  -oJaf  iAb^b7ti,:'  ^'ibq 

' ” ' * '^-  ' ' ■■  'K  lU  ' 4 S'** 

ftdnd  noiV/rfo/y  *'  ' ° 

^/Ij  #>f  4®'^b*fdp^'iido0^4ft^^  ' 

<d  \td’  h4«vo4  |i'  ' 

& 


^•t\Qvyi<^l  id 


orv J Jib  Ho^mjilqolbir  OffI'  yo»cw ''dwdgroM'W , fjdT  ' 

*4^;^  f ' ■ ^ iy  rfi»^'^  '■  ' 

Aboob  <wff  lo  W*^dfl  ^dl  mm  ^fi}/%'^t3^\  &pi  tjfe<Wt»p4dT  . ^ V,; 

<yl  4'iim , ' d.yid*^4^^flr44>ifMt 


/'  .♦•■V  -v 


^ I... ^.i  ,I#I^^ 


7r^jj^«''<WU  ..'14. 

/ bd'i«r‘:a^d?r 


'-^u’-.ir’//®J  .H  vii»fl  ,0»d»;;»io52 

..^^i',',' "7  ( ' '[  '*-■'  (;  .£1  i . M ' ’ ' ' f ?!'.  ' t ' 

OVlJeS^fl  ftrfl  ''fl<  .v/ 


~ -.S*' 


dTi? 


186 


of  Yirginin,  ’wliich  boasted  its  pre-eminent  defence  of  equal  lights  ! Cau  it. 
be  possible?  l'(  li  it  not  in  Gath.  Prociaim  it  not  in  the  streets  of  Askalon. 
You  Know-Notliings  do  know  noilun'^.  It  is  not  your  invention  at  all.  ]di<- 
ten  to  it,  you  foreigners  who  have  been  deluded  and  bamboozled  b\-  tlfs 
clamor,  that  the  American  party  were  your  }>ecu]iar  enemies,  becai1.se  tiiey 
were  depriving  you  of  your  equal  rights.  Those  very  people  who  have 
aroused  voiir  prejudices  and  excited  your  passions,  not  content  with  sa}-ing 
iliat  timv  would  not  vote  for  you  for  t!\e  oB’ice  of  governor  as  private  citizcfi, 
have  actually  put  it  into  the  Constitution  that  you  shall  not  be  voted  for  by 
anybody.  Let  the  Hon.  S.  A.  .Douglas  hear  it,  and  learn  that  if  his  gallan.t 
and  brave  and  patriotic  fellow-citizen,  General  Shields,  vyere  here  iri  Vir- 
ginia, altliOUgli  he  were  ready  to  shed,  as  I have  no  doubt  he  is  ready  to 
shed,  a hogshead  of  blood,  if  he  had  it,  in  defence  of  tlie  country — if  he 
were  here  a citizen  of  Virginia,  he  would  be  incapable  by  law—by  the  Con- 
stitution-—-of  receiving  the  office  of  govemoi',  or  the  comparatively  inilg- 
niUcant  oifice  of  lieutenant  governor,  although  every  A.mericaii  in  the  State 
were  anxious  to  make  an  exception  in  hts  favor  to  this  generaliule,  in. 
consideration  of  his  great  gallantry  and  patriotism.  This  has  been  done, 
not  by  the  accursfd  Knoin-JdothinfiS,  but  by  a majority  of  the  Convention 
of  Virginia,  who  have  engrafted  it  into  the  Constitution  to  stand  for  all 
time. 

But^  gentlenmn,  lior  was  the  reform  convv^ntion  entitled  to  this  discovery 
of  wi.'dom  and  prudence  of  putting  some  safe  guarantees  against  permiiting 
the  high  political  offices  of  the  country  to  be  tilled  by  foreigriers.  Yoii  have 
a similar  provision  In  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  Consti- 
tution of  Vii'ginia  of  1S31,  and  you  have  a piece  of  legislative  history  in 
the  law  of  Virginia  even  still  more  striking  and  reniarkahie.  In  the  year 
I7S6  the  I.egislature  of  Virginia  passed  this  law,  and  I desire  you  to 
consider  the  views  which  seemed  to  have  governed  the  legislators  of  that 
day.  1 will  read  the  statute  to  which  I refer: 

‘''Idle  Speaker  read  from  ‘Henning’s  Statues  at  Large,’  as  follows  : 

“ Ht.  Whereas  it  i.s  the  policy  of  all  infant  Slates  to  encourage  p>opula- 
lion  among  other  means  by  an  easy  mode  for  the  admission  of  foreigners  to 
the  riglits  of  citizen-diip  ; yet  wisdom  and  safety  suggest  the  propriety  of 
guardin-i;  aiTainst  the  introduction  of  secret  enemies,  and  of  keeping  the  of- 
fices of  Government  in  the  liands  of  citizens  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
-‘Spirit  of  the  Constitution  and  the  tr.enius  of  the  people,  as  well  as  pernanently 
attached  to  the  common  interest. 

“2.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  b}’ the  General  A.ssembly,  that  all  free  per- 
sons born  within  tlie  territory  of  this  commonwealth,  all  persons  not  beim.: 
natives,  who  have  obtained  a right  to  citizenship  under  the  act  entitled,  D.n 
act  deciaring  yvlio  sh.all  be  deemed  citizens  of  the  commonwealth,  and  abo 
all  children  wheresoever  born,  whose  fathers  or  mothers  are  or  were  citi- 
zens at  tiiC  time  of  the  birth  of  such  children,  shall  he  deemed  citizens  ol 
this  commonwealth,  until  they  reliriqui.sh  tliat  character  in  manner  hereinalter 
mentioned  ; and  that  ail  per.'^on'-^  other  than  alien  eficmies  who  shall  migrate 
into  thi>  state,  and  sh.all  bepore  sofrie  court  of  record  give  sati^factor\'  proot 
by  oath,  (or  being  (Quakers  or  Mononist-q  by  affirmation,)  that  they  intend 
to  reside  tlmreln,  and  al<o  to  take  th.e  legal  oath  of  athrination  for  giving 
assurence  of  fidelity  to  the  commonwealth,  (which  oath'  or  aihrmations  the 
clerk  of  the  court  -hall  eiiter  on  recv'rd.  ami  give  a certificate  thtueof  to  tim 
person  c-aking  the  same.  wmI  -nail,  on  rr  before  the  first  day  of  October  an- 
nually, transmit  to  the  idAecu’ive  a list  of  the  persons  who  snail  have  taken 
tile  said  oatlr  or  atlirmatiom^,  reciting  their  natIon"and  occupation  (if  any)  to 
be  by  tliem  entered  in  a bf  -ik  to  be  kept  for  tliat  purjiose,  for  which  he  sliali 
receive  the  fee  of  one  dollar;)  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  privileges 
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nnd  ;u1  viin{ao;e3  of  ciiizcn^,  except  tliot  they  shall  not  be  capable  of  election 
or  ajipo'mtment  t^>  any  ofhee,  legi.';iailve,  cxecctive,  or  judiciary,  until  an  ac> 
tual  re?;iclcncc  iii  tlie  state  of  five  years  from  the  time  of  taking  such  oaths 
or  atiinnaiions  aforesaid  ; nor  until  tliey  shall  liavo  evinced  a permanent 
attach ment'  to  the  state  by  liaving  intermarried  with  a citizen  of  thi'^  com- 
Tr.onwealth,  or  a citizen  of  any  other  of  the  United  States,  or  purchased 
lamis  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  {Kninds  tliercim” 

Mr.  Patton  proceeded  : — -That  war,  the  idea  of  the  patriots  and  sages  of 
tlie  revolution,  at  that  early  period,  wlten  the  policy  of  this  infant  state  was 
especially  to  encourage  immigi-atioa.  d'hat  law  continued  in  force  in  ^dr- 
ginia  certainly  until  IS.5‘2,  when  Congress  passed  its  naturalization  laws. 
And  it  seems  to  have  been  supposed  by  very  eloquent  lawyers  and  able 
men,  that  this  law  was  still  in  force,  notwithstanding  the  passage  of  the 
naturjlization  laves  by  Congress  ; it  wuis  re-enacted  in  ’92,  which  was  Le- 
i'ore  tlie.  naturalization  law,  and  continued  in  the  Code  of  1819,  prcjian'd  by 
Watkins  Leigh,  one  of  the  ablest  jurists  of  the  count’’}’.  It  remained  in 
the  statute  book  until  18d0,  when  the  revisors  of  that  time,  finding  it  there, 
anti  bc-lieving  it  was  supperseded  by  the  naturalization  law  of  Congress  lell: 
it  out  of  the  Cede,  But  there  it  stands  as  a monument  of  the  opinions  of 
the  then  illustrious  sages  of  the  revolution.  This  law  was  made  about  the 
very  time — whether  it  was  one  of  the  laws  reported  by  the  committee,  I 
don’t  know- — that  Je.Tcrson,  Pendleton  and  Wytlm  were  ap[)ointed  to  revise 
the  laws  of  Virginia.  Here  is  the  Know-Xothing  principle  with  a ven- 
geance ! 

Gentlemen,  this  cry  about  the  rights  of  foreigners  is  all  gammon.  No- 
body pro[)oses ; no  man  that  I have  ever  seen  ; no  paper  that  I ever  read, 
advocating  or  sustaining  this  Knov:-d\othing  or  American  party  movement, 
has  said  or  written  anytlung  indicating  a purpose  to  violate  any  rights  of 
foreigners.  A foreigner  has  no  right  in  this  country  except  what  the  laws 
give.  It  is  wholly  a malter  of  domestic  policy,  and  for  tiie  consideration 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  under  what  circumstances  they  will  ad- 
mit foreigners  into  the  countrv,  or  whether  they  will  admit  them  at  all'— 
v/hellier,  when  timy  come  here,  they  will  allo^v  tliern  to  bcconie  citizens — 
upon  what  terms  of  probation,  and  under  what  forms  and  conditions.  My 
opinion  is,  that  viewing  the  vast  increase  in  immigraf.ion — tlie  change  in  our 
condition  ; the  vast  numbers  and  rapid  increase  of  our  own  population — that 
the  time  has  arrived  materially  to  change  our  naturalization  laws — to  in- 
crease very  considerably  the  bmgth  of  probation,  before  admission  to  the 
jig’nts  of  cldzen-liin,  and  provide  other  and  more  efficient  seciu'ili''~-s,  tlu'.t 
tnose  who  are  to  receive  these  rights  are  fit  dejrositarlcs  of  them  by  their 
moral  character — knowledge  of  the  principles  of  our  institutions,  and  im- 
bued with  devotion  to  our  constitution. 

Thc-se  are  matters,  however,  of  detail  to  be  disposed  of  by  Congress.  It 
would  be  premature  for  me  to  undertake  to  consider  or  define  any  specific 
views  as  to  the  proper  provisions.  They  must  be  left  to  the  visdr>in  of 
Congress  exerc’wed  with  a full  view  of  the  exigencies  of  the  country  at  Um 
time. 

1 believe  tliat  there  are  some  over-zealous  advocates  of  the  American 
]*arty,  who  go  to  extreme  lengths,  such  as  preventing  tl,c  immigration  ol 
lorelgmers  out  and  out,  a id  repealing  iiie  naturalization  law’s.  Now  I am  in 
h'.vur  of  uelihtT.  1 do  r ot  u'uh'iwtarid  thi  Virgini  i American  uarl to  he  in 
i.o.'or  of  I ^a^■,  ict  tiie  t’.relgners  come,  and  if  I coal. I rememl.um 

be.e,  I woiiii.!  tpeak  over  again  Ihrd  ,'}>eech  which  seem.cii  to  Ii.ive  la-rm  ad- 
mired so  much  by  my  Democratic  iiiends.  1 wouM  say,  let  ti.em  come, 
■and  loi’bid  them  not — the  indu'lrious  and  pains-taking  Ceri.'um  fri.ru  id^ 
lader  hind,  the  gay  Frenchman  from  the  fertile  jilains  and  vine-clad  hills  of 
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his  beautiful  Franvae,  the  whole-souled  and  g^allant  Iri.'<hmaU“-]et  iheui 
come.  But  lei  tlicm  come  v.  ith  a means  living  : let  t’jcm  come  to  betliu 
tlieir  foi  Lune  bv  their  indimtry,  adfiing  to  (iie  inuustriai  products  of  the  conn' 
try  itself,  by  becoming  permanentiy  located  amongst  u.^,  by  raising  fanhli*  ■ 
amongst  us  ; and  wlicfi  they  l.iare  stayed  here  a suhicient  length  of  tiiue — 
ail  the  time  prescribed  by  our  laws,  and  have  given  pro]Ku-  as.-^urances.  sucii 
as  the  details  of  the  law  of  Congre.'^s  may  prescribe,  that  they  really  un- 
derstand the  principles  of  our  government,  and  propeily  e.sti;r;ate  tiie  value 
of  our  system,  let  ti)cm  bo  icceived  as  citizens  aniongst  us.  But  take  care. 

1 would  appeal  to  every  indu.=;trious,  inteliigent  and  .sober-minded  foreigner 
himself,  if  this  is  not  a principle  which  i.s  necessary  for  his  and  the  lights 
of  hi.s  children — take  care  that  our  shores  be  not  flooded  by  the  paupers  and 
criminals  cast  off  by  the  o^y!,  declining  governments  of  Europe — sent  here 
to  be  supjiorted  by  us,  and  to  fill  our  poor-houses,  and  our  penitentiaries.  And 
if  there  be  any  foreigner  whi)  U not  satished  about  that,  1 pray  and  bcseecii 
him  to  read  Valeritine  Hecklerbs  letter.  In  my  {)Oor  estimate,  it  is  worth 
ail  the  speeches  that  have  becti  made  or  wilt  be  made  from  now  until  Chii^i- 
inas  upon  that  subject. 

Talk  about  vioiatimr  rigl:ts,  See.,  gentlemen,  I liave  no  Iiosfiiity  to  for- 
eigners. Why  .khouidi?  ddy  father  was  a Scotclirnan,  and  rny  grand- 
father was  a Scotchman,  ami  the  first.  I believe,  the  only  general  ohicer  who 
died  in  battle  in  defence  of  the  countiT  in  the  revoluiionaiy  sti uggle.  These 
propo.-itions,  as  I unrlerslaad  them,  are  ju.st  as  essential  for  the  true  inter- 
ests, and  for  the  protection  of  the  true  right.s  of  foreigners  who  come  here 
and  become  established  amongst  us,  as  they  are  for  natives,  and  nothing  but 
a misconception  and  misunder^ta^ding  of  the  true  purposes  and  objects  of 
this  association,  could  have  nos.dbiv'  created  .^uch  a storm  among  a consider- 
able portion  of  foreigners,  or  any  (uher  persons. 

As  to  the  religious  c[uestion,  gentleman,  lain  afraid  that  I cannot  consider 
myself  entirely  fit  to  con.-ider  siu  h a subject  as  that;  I am  afraid,  God  help 
me,  I huve  not  much  religion  of  any  sort,  though  I see. that  so.mebody  lias 
made  the  wonderful  discovery  that  the  Winche.ster  ticket  is  made  up  of  a 
Methodist,  a Baptist,  a rresl-ylei  ian  and  Episcopalian.  I believe  I am  my- 
self nearer  the  Epdscopaiian  than  any  other;  I don’t  live  more  than  a square 
and  a half  from  llie  cliurcli.  Xow,  I understand  that  nobody  belonc-ing  to 
this  much  and  terribly  a'.'UM  i!  party— -for  I think  it  is  and  has  been  tlie  wor-t 
abused  that  ever  has  ri-scm  in  tlse  country,  not  excepting  the  Abolitioni.sts,  vrho 
deserve  it  most  richly — I dc  'not  r-nderstarid  tliat  anv  man  belonging  to  this 
ora’anization  flcsires  tointerf  -re  with  anv  civil  or  reIi<'ious  riehls  of  Catholics, 
any  niO!-e  than  with  the  civil  ana  religious  rights  of  Protestants.  Nobony 
disputes  the  right,  or  designs  to  Interfv.-e  with  the  liberty,  of  the  members  ot 
that  C'nurch  in  worshijung  God  according  tohTieir  own  consciences.  Nobody 
designs  to  interfere  v,  ith  tlieir  right  to  believe  that  whrd  is  proclaimed  by  the 
Pope  as  I'cligious  faiiij,  is  an  Ini  dlible  trutli.  No  person  de-iro^  to  inteiAre 
with  their  belief  that  iliey  mu-t  tedvc  their  conviction  of  religiou.s  duty  from 
the  Pope  and  not  from  the  le'nle.  Xobody  denies  their  rigiit  to  believe  m 
transubstantiation  or  consul>-t.in*i;ition.  or  in  tlie  Immaculate  Conciquion  oi 
the  ^drgin  iMaiy,  vvuiirh  ims  been  recently  declared  by  his  holinc.s.s  the 
Pope,  or  any  other  article  of  uiinh. 

So  fares  any'per.-^oa  undcrtalu's  to  sny  that  he  will  not  vote  fm  a Catholic, 
be  exercises  !iis  undcnlalde  right.  It  is  equally  compelent  for  [>er,-ons  cut- 
side  the  order  to  tabu  that  VM  -i'icm,  nordol  believe  tnat  tliey  would  bv 
guiliv,  if  thi'-c  cboo>e  lo  lalvo  such  a portion,  of  any  violation  ot' tin;  rigid"  oi 
Catholics,  either  civil  or  jf  hgious.  How  far  the  charges  of  temporal  alle- 
giance on  the  }»art  ol  Catholics  to  tlie  Pope  are  justified,  f am  not  a ware.  It 
i.s  strange  that  while  some  Catholics  den\-  the  temporal  aidhoilty  of  ih.c  Pope 
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over  (hem,  others  of  their  own  church,  some  of  them  high  in  position,  do 
mr.iiit.iin  lliat  tticy  nre  thus  boimd. 

Vvh  il,  1 know  not  who  is  right  and  w]]o  is  wrong  about  that:  but  this  I do 
krnow,  that  if  it  is  established  tliat  we  liave  a body  of  men  liere  who  are  un- 
der (tie  t(un])orah autfiority  of  a foreign  potentate,  or  any  oli'icr  rejigious  head, 
domestic  or  foreign,  in  the  exercise  of  tiieir  civil  rights,  it  vrould  be  a jusiih- 
'.dole  ‘ground  upon  which  we  should  abstain  from  confening  any  otllce  of  po~ 
lilieal  power  or  iutlnence  upon  any  such  man — 1 care  not  whether  he  be 
(‘a-h'dde,  ih  esbyterlan,  Episcopalian,  IMelhodlst,  ]]a{)list,  or  of  any  other  reli- 
gion, Ju^^t  convince  me  that,  as  a religions  eongreg-ation  or  body,  1 hey  are 
ccrnrolled  by  a Pope  abroad  or  a Bishop  here,  and  f would  give  none  of  them 
my  vote  for  any  office  of  political  power  or  trust,  because  tliat  is -to  us  a dan- 
g'U'ous  exercise  of  the  right  of  citizenship,  dangerous  to  them,  dangerous  to 
civil  liberty,  daiigerous  because  it  is  a practical  union  of  church  and  state, 
under  which,  wherever  it  exists,  the  tree  of  libert}'  withers  and  dies.  Vv'ith 
fuch  convictions,  I cannot  hesitate  to  adopt  that  portion  of  tlic  Know-E'othing 
platform  wliich  refers  to  religious  toleration.  It  is  this: 

“That  the  American  doctrine  of  religious  toleration,  and  entire  absence  of 
rdl  proscription  for  opinion’s  sake,  should  be  cherished  as  one  of  tlie  veiy 
Pmdamental  principles  of  our  civil  freedonr,  and  that  any  sect  or  party  which 
believes  and  maintains  that  any  foreign  power,  religious  or  political,  has  the 
right  to  control  the  conscience  or  diicet  the  conduct  of  a freeman,  occupies 
a jmsition  vvhicli  is  totally  at  war  with  the  principles  of  freedom  of  opinion, 
■*' and  which  is  mischie\'ous  in  its  tendency,  and  which  principle,  if  carried 
into  practice,  would  prove  wholly  de.'-'tructive  of  religious  and  civil  liberty.” 

IVe!],  then,  gentlemen,  another  great  and  formidable  ground  of  assault 
u[)on  this  American  party- — upon  those  40.  or  oO,  or  60,000  of  the  people  of 
Virginia,  is,  that  they  are  laboring  in  the  cause  of  AboHtioiiisin,  Eifty 
thousand  Virginia  gentlemen  of  intelligence,  of  propertjg  of  character,  com- 
bined to  promote  the  cause  of  abolitionism  I Terrible  conspiracy,  most  dan- 
gerous and  mischievous  politicians ! ^Vhy,  gentlemen,  the  very  fact  of  the 
composition  of  this  order  is  a standing  refutiition  of  this  most  singular  im]jii- 
tatioii.  But  if  you  wanted  any  other  evidence  of  it  just  take  the  testimony 
of  ?vir.  Greely,  or  Weed,  the  peculiar  organ  of  W.  ,H.  Seward,  or  Wade  of 
Ohio,  or  Gidclings,  all  of  whom  denounce  this  Ameilcan  partv  as  the  dead]}'’ 
enemy  of  fh.e  abolition  party. 

f received  a newspaper  this  morning,  I believe,  containing  the  last  fulmi- 
nations  (tor  they  seem  to  have  some  Popes  among  the  abolitionists)  ot  IMr. 
Giudings  upon  the  subject.  I will  read  thenri  for  you,  together  with  some  re- 
rnark.s  from  the  Chicago  Journal,  an  abolition  paper.  Speaking  of  the  Know- 
Aoihiugs,  he  says : 

“Tliere  are  few  foreigners  whom  I would  be  less  willing  to  trust  in  ofiirm. 


than  those  who  are  so  active  in  their  efforts  to  arouse  the  popular  toehng 
again>t  our  emigrant  popuhaiiori,  while  themselves  remain  peidectly  qiuet, 


and  see  our  native  born  Anuerlcans.  (that  fs;  runavray  negroes,)  from  Ohio, 
and  other  free  states,  seized  and  sold  into  interminable  slavery;  aye,  they 
not  only  remain  quiet  under  such  in<^ults,  blit  insist  that  the  people  shall  not 
Gt.-'cuss  tlie  improprietj"  of  such  a crime.” 

” f woidd  a thousand  times  rather  vote  for  an  honest  lover  of  liberty, 
though  a Catholic,  than  for  many  Protc-vtant  Doctors  of  Divinity,  who  iiavo 
go  long  denied  our  obligation  of  Cod’s  ‘ b.igher  law,’  and  endeavor  to  recon- 
cile us  to  the  iniarnous  fugitive  .slave  enactment.  The  time  hc.s  anived 
vrhen  men  should  be  judged  by  their  (icf>cm  by  their  political  conduct,  rather 
t.uari  by  jirejudiees  attached  to  a name  or  sect.” 

i he  Chicago  .fonrna! — an  .Vbolitiou  ])riut — quotes  a ]iassage  iiom  Gov. 
Pmith’.s  speeeti  in  defence  of  Know-Nothingism,  and  .says: 
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“Ti'.ere  ii  is  In  a nut  shell.  Foreigners  who  come  to  this  country,  settle 
in  free  states,  with  instincts  against  slavery, 

For  tlie-e  instincts  the  Soutl:  is  to  hunt  tricm  down,  while  frociricn  at 
the  North  shout  forth  the  ‘ (•dUy  ho!’  to  the  chase.  Aside  from  the  oatio 
bound,  |)rusc!  iuti'.'C  inlolerance  of  th.e  ortier,  tiierc  seems  enough  in  its  slavery 
instincts  to  cause  all  friend?  of  freedom  to  view  its  progcss  with  alarm/’ 

Tliat,  continued  IMr.  Patton,  is  the  testin.ony  upon  the  one  side,  and  Ihrm 
we  Iiave  our  Virginia  papers  denouncing  this  party  and  the  leaders  of  the 
j^artv  Without  rneasu-re,  and  denouncing  it  cSs  an  abolition  party.  There 
really  seems  to  be  something  ver}'  amu.-ing  and  curious  in  the  idea  of  seeing 
this  great  /fmcrican  omnibus  moving  along  upon  the  railroad,  which  people 
believe  is  going  to  lead  to  the  terminus  of  triumph  and  success,  and  the 
leaders  of  the  Virginia  Democracy  trying  to  pull  it  (rtf' the  track  because  it  is 
loaded  with  runaway  slaves,  canying  them  to  the  North,  while  on  the  otlier 
side  we  have  Greely,  Giduings,  and  allkhat  party  puiling  at  it  with  all  tlieir 
might,  because  it  is  catching  ruiiaway  slaves  to  bring  them  back.  Well,  if 
they  will  keep  ofi  pulling  in  that  way,  one  pulling  on  one  .side  and  the  oUier 
on  the  oilier,  as  action  and  re-viction  is  equal,  '-'with  a long  pull,  a strong 
pull,  and  a pull  altogether,”  the  car  wil!  be  kept  steady  in  its  course,  aiid 
will  ari  ive  at  its  destiny  v/iihont  any  sort  of  difilculty. 

Blit,  tills  oath-bound  organization,  as  dvlr.  Giddings  calls  it.  "Well,  gentle- 
men, as  [ .-uiil  before,  I do  not  belong  to  this  secret  organization.  1 never 
belonged  to  a secret  socicly  in  my  life,  ahhougb  most  of  rny  fandiy  were 
Masons.  J have  some  sort  of  scruples  and  fastidiousness  which  prevented 
me  at  all  times  from  going  ifsto  any  place  to  assume  any  secret  engagement. 
But,  sun  IV  we  are  not  going  at  this  time  of  day  to  denounce  secret  associa- 
tions dangerous  and  mischievous,  and  ruinous  to  tlie  country  mei-ely  be- 
cause they  are  secret,  i liope  we  are  not  to  have  the  Anti-Masonic  paryv 
revived.  The  question  whether  the  secret  cliaracter  is  objectionable  or  not 
depends  upon  the  objects  of  the  organization.  The  reason  whicli  they  had 
to  make  it  ^ocre^,  as.sume  any  secret  eiygagement,  i.s  maaifest  to  ail  who  can 
csti^uate  the  extraneous  influences  of  party,  and  the  consequences  of  an  open 
repudiation  of  former  ]>arty  fealiy. 

But  we  nre  justined  in  taking  it  for  granted  ttmi  thei'e  is  notliing  dangerous 
in  it.  good  fruits  come  out  of  it:  and  1 would  no  sooner  believe  that  my 
verieral>lc  friend  (pointi.ng  to  Dr.  Merritt  on  in’s  left.)  if  lie  be  a Know- 
Nothmg.  which  I do  not  know,  but  suppose,  I would  just  as  soon  su-pect  my 
veineruf/e  iViend  would  be  a uiemlier  of  a secret  associalion,  red  wifli  con- 
.spii. against  the  liberty  of  the  country,  as  I would  believe  that  you,  or 
you.  ->r  you,  (pointing  to  .scvei'al  prominent  Masons.)  or  anv  other  geniieman 
not  h(  hmg  to  tfiis  organizalion.  would  unite  in  such  a con s]ii racy.  Gent'*  - 
men.  this  j.?  all  stuff. 

V/  ' know  what  lids  .secrecy  i.s,  and  wliat  it  was  for.  They  have  pro- 
clai  .n*' I their  principles  and  basis.  They  proclaim  that  it  is  a peculiar  organ- 
izalion  f>r  building  up  a party  t)  sustai.e.  certain  principles,  if  these  ]>rinci- 
ples  arv  good,  of  what  importance  is  it,  that  they  choose  to  go  together  and 
coimutt  about  tfiern,  and  (Usclhs  the  ways  and  meams  to  procure  their  ends  in 
sen’cU:.  Is  not  every  political  as-ocialiori  riracticallv  secret  in  its  operations 
and  i s cominurdcations  with  ollim-  associations  aiiiliatoil  with  it,  and  in  ah 
th.)  mjerdnery  calculated  to  give  elfect  and.  success  to  their  political  objects.' 
We  ki'O'.v  that  it  is.  We  know  that  the  great  mas.s  of  the  party  Irave  notinn.r 
to  dr  '.\  Til  ail  this  prellndnary  fnaingement,  and  in  li  utli  know  nothu''.' 
rd)'.'»ui.  ig  ■ 

No,  gentlemen,  we  knmv  'a  hat  the  object  of  this  secrecy  ifg  or  at  leas  t i 
think  we.  do,  and  f think  it  is  st  ited  in  a very  able  letter,  is.  utwl  recently  Irf'.ni 
some  council  in  New  fork.  It  gives  very  i'ully  the  objects  of  this  o.'-ganiz'i-’ 
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tion,  and  tlie  reasons  of  its  secrecy.  I \vill  read  you  some  extracts  copied 
ii.ti'  the  Lyncf.bnr'^  Virginian,  from  a renn^ylvania  paper,  which  is  op]vjscd 
lids  Know-Noih’ng  organizntinu , Jt  is  perfectly  vmll  known,  that  it  was 
<ie.'ii!:ued  to  jnotcct  lliose  who  were  desirous  of  joining  this  party  from  the 
fturors  and  denunciations  of  the  old  parties  to  which  they  might  belong. 
r->:e-!hlv  there  are  many  men,  honest,  industrious  and  sober  men,  men  whose 
bread  den-uid'.  on  not  quarrelling  with,  timir  party,  who,  though  desirous  of 
joirduL’'  this  new-  organization,  could  not  do  so  unless  they  could  be  protected 
from  tlic  C'.msequences  of  an  open  avoveal  of  the  fact  that  they  had  joined 
tfic  new  [varty.  [The  remaiks  of  the  Pennsylvania  paper  were  read,]  1 will, 
now  re;ui  froni  tiie  Lynchburg  Virginian  some  commentai-y  on  the  extract 
which  I have  referred  to: 

We  need  only  look  over  the  columns  of  any  Democratic  press  in  the 
stale,  to  perceive  how  necessary  it  was  that  the  members  of  the  new  ])arty 
should  protect  themselves  behind  the  sldeld  of  secrecy.  V'henever  a Dem- 
ocrat is  discovered  in  connection  v.dth  the  movement,  regardless  of  his  rights 
as  a citizen,  and  his  feelings  as  a man,  he  is  stigmatized  as  a miscreant  and 
traitor,  and  held  up  to  the  .‘-corn  and  contempt  of  the  world.  Tlie  rigor  of 
its  party  discipline  is  such  that  few  men  are  boUl  enough'-to  incur  the  visidic- 
tivc  and  relentless  penalties  of  absolving  their  allegiance  to  tbs  Democratic 
organization.  The  law  of  Ku.-sian  despotism  which  makes  it  a capital  offence 
for  a subject  to  quit  thtr  realm,  without  permission,  of  his  imperial  master,  is 
not  more  stringent  or  more  rigorously  enforced  Ilian  the  obligation  of  the 
Democratic  fealty,  which  demands  a perfect  and  perpetual  adhesion.  The 
regulations  of  military  service  have  been  adopted  into  their  code — and  de- 
serters are  cither  shot  without  mercy,  or  drummed  out  of  camp  with  the 
ignominious  notes  of  the  rogue’s  march.  It  would  have  been  impossible  for 
the  ,A.merican  organization  to  have  obtained  recruils  from  that  party,  had 
they  not  been  protected  by  an  obligation  of  secrecy,  in  withdrawing  from 
one  body  and  uniting  with  the  other.  And  if  the  object  and  principles  of 
the  party  are  in  themseive.--  patriotic  and  proper,  this  condition  of  member- 
shi[)  Will  be  excused  as  a necessary  and  sole  means  of  promoting  their 
strength— and  the  oiuly  ]wopcr  subject  of  enquiry  and  comment  remaining  is 
as  to  the  purposes,  not  tiie  character,  of  the  oi ganization.” 

Be.-udes  all  that,  we  now  have  it  pretty  well  understood  that  tlie  purpo.ses 
and  ofject.s  of  this  secrecy  having  been  attained,  and  tiie  parly  being  strong 
enough  to  sustain  itself,  tlie  veil  of  secrecy  will  soon  be  removed.  And 
then  everybody  will  probably  wonder  what  a great  fuss  was  made  about  this 
secrcf.‘y,  which  at  last  may  turn  out  to  have  been  no  secret  at  all,  excerU  in 
regard  to  some  parlicnlar  modes  and  details  of  proceeding. 

Now,  gentlemen,  I believe  I have  said  prettv  much  all  tfiat  1 desigricd  to 
say,  thoug!)  I may  have  forgotten  something.  One  of  the  papers  ot  tlie 
city,  a very  respectable  paper,  and  edited  by  a very  able,  amiable,  facetious 
gentleman,  published  some  time  ago,  a speecli  of  mine,  made  lierc  at  this 
place,  in  good  humored  raillery  of  the  Tavl.vr  Convention,  a speech  whicfi  I 
suppo,-e  must  have  been  considered  by  my  Democratic  friends  as  excecdinfrly 
tunny,  eon'd.dering  the  vast  amount  of  printed  Inurrhtcr  which  it  seems  to 
have  ocea-doned.  Well,  now,  iii  perfect  goml  humor  towards  Mr.  Hughes, 
tor  w'hom  I entertain  feelings  of  kindness  and  respect,  I beg  leave  to  say  that 
it  is  a little  strange  to  me,  that  while'  he  was  making  himself  so  merry  over 
it,  it  never  occurred  to  him  that  there  was  another  convent'on  to  whicli  that 
speech  about  the  cat  in  the  meal  tub  might  possibly  have  some  application, 
as  well  as  the  Taylor  Conver.tior,  '('here  as  a certain  Convenii'>n  whicli 
rts-a'inbied  m^t  very  long  ago  at  Stauntoii,  wlicre  there  was  also  a eat  in  the 
hieal  tub,  and  tiiere  was  a certain  ArcliibakLBeil-lhe-cat,  who  tlueattnued  to 
kang  the  bell  around  puss’  neck,  at  the  Convention,  .so  that  there  should  be 
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no  mouse  running  about  inere  nibbling  at  the  cheese  without  danger  ofbeins; 
caught.  Eut  so!ue  con.^iderations  overnded.  this  !)oId  intent.  Harmony 
thought  more  e.xpedieut  than  the  assertion  of  i)rincipie,  or  like  Bob  Acres, 
his  courage  oozed  at  his  fingers’  ends.  Nobody  knows  to  this  day  wliat  are 
the  principles  of  tlie  Virginia  Democracy  U|)On  Hunter’s  land  bill. 

Tliere  is  another  matter  suggested  by  this  reference  to  the  land  bill  which 
presents  considerations  of  great  importance  in  reference  to  the  question  of 
foreig  1 immigration,  One  of  the  most  mischievous  habits  of  legi'^lation  has 
grown  up  in  Cengress  in  reference  to  new  territories  in  the  west  and  north- 
wesl — and  acouise  of  legi.-'lailun  inconsistent,  as  it  seems  to  me,  wrtll  tin;; 
spirit  of  the  Constitution. 

1 allude  to  the  organizing  territories  so  that  everr^  foreigner— although  he 
may  have  only  been  in  tlie  country  a short  time  (six  or  twelve  nionths\I 
believe,  becomes  a voter  in  tiicsc  territories.  It  is  in  those  states,  built  up 
b}"  that  popedalioa  to  a great  extent — a population  who  cannot  speak  our  lan- 
guage, or  read  or  write  any  language — -a  great  many  of  thein — it  is  in,  I say, 
those  stratus,  biiilt  up  l>v  a iw-pulation  of  this  cast,  that  a great  and  important 
political  power  is  growing  up  v,  hich,  befoi'c  many  years  at  the  present  rate 
of  immigration,  would  have  the  j-ower  to  control  the  destiniesof  the  country. 
And  besides  all  that,  in  connection  with  tliis  course  of  legislation  in  regard 
to  the  territories,  we  have  projects  of  practical  agrauanism  appropriating  the 
public  lands  to  ah  wfia  will  go  ;ind  settic'upon  them  without  pvice  or  at  merely 
ncnninal  prices,  furnishing  bounties  to  immigration  and  thus  filling  up  those 
states  to  a large  extent  witli  such  foreign  population,  and  stim.ulating  into  a 
natural  and  artifclally  rapid  growth  tliose  states,  thus  increasing  the  prepon- 
derance of  political  power  against  the  southern  slates. 

Such  are  the  views  nreseiPed  by  ex-govenior  Smith,  expressed  in  a spirit 
of  manly  firnmcss  and  itido’pondenec.  I honor  him  for  it,  and  hope  and 
believe  that  he  will  bo  able  to  breast  the  storm  and  carry  his  election 
triumphantly.  Vfhat  better  il'u<tratlun  can  you  have  of  the.  arbitrary  power 
assumed,  by  pe.rty,  tiiou  that  such  a man  as  ex-governor  vSinith  has  had  abuse 
and  invective  poured  out  upon  him,  notwithstanding  his  uniiinching,  enduring, 
undeviating  devotion  to  the  Demoevatic  j>artv,  because  he  will  not  vote  for  a 
gentleman  for  govornor  who  ha.s  been  nominated  by  them  ? No  man  has 
rendered  more  party  service  than  lie  lias.  And  now  for  this  single  act  of 
disobedience  towards  a decree  of  parly,  he  is  to  be  hunted  down  with  indig- 
nation and  fury. 

Gentlemen,  I understand  tii  d some  laudable  and  disinterested  anxiety  wa.s 
expressed  to  know  what  my  views  were  upon  the  Kansas' and  IVebraska  hill. 

Vv' eU,  really,  I did  not  e.vpcct  tiurt  such  an  inquiry  would  be  made  of  me, 
being  merely  a cnudldate  for  the  attorney-generalship.  But  disposed  to 
gratify  all  rational  cuno-ity,  BwiU  yi\e  UiV  experience  on  that  subject.  I 
never  read  either  the  Kan.s.is  or  Nchra.'ka  bill,  if  there  are  two  of  thcu]-i.  All 
I knotv  about  it  is,  that  r i-mlicular  ohpmt  was  to  repeal  the  IMissouri  Com- 
prondse,  and  I confess  I oh!  not  see  miv  g-eat  importance  in  that  eorn promise 
law.  a«  I always  considered  that  the  hlisscuri  was  unconstitutionrdi.  In  mith, 
I know  very  httle  about  the  Kans'is  and  Nebraska  bill;  but  fnding  tiiat  the 
great  body  of  ihe  south ern  dr-legatiofi  were  !]i  favor  of  it,  I also  was  amxious  far 
the  I'ja^^^sage  of  tne  h:il.  ] d ni  t 'Ce  what  im[:i.)rtance  it  is  to  those  who  make 
the  inquiry  to  ascertah  my^views  in  this  matter,  since  I do  not  thdnk  they 
would  vote  for  nm  it  I vas  tor  ov  ayufist  it.  It  caimot  be  ol  any  irnpoi tamre 
to  thcTU  eh-iiCr  way,  • f*eu.  Mdison,  who  voted  again.st,  and  iny  Jrierid, 
J ’'hn  fa^^ku',  w iio  \ ■'Cvi  !or  it,  rmoovi.*  their  su]qjort  alike. 

1 am  sorry  that  I ha’-rr  ron-isrned  .'-o  much  of  your  time.  There  are  oilier 
gentlemen  whom  yci  will  be  y'ad  to  /loar,  ami  it  is  proper,  therefore,  that  i 
should  give  way.  I desire  sinqoly  to  say,  that  all  this  time  I have  been  dh:- 
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CHSrinLr  qurstions  unconnected  the  odice  of  attorney-general.  1 cer- 

lainlv  do  not  (ie.sire  any  iAentlernan  to  give  me  hi«  vote  iipoii  nicre  }>arty 
grouiid.s.  I I’ecd  very  little  concern  about  the  office.  If  the  people  of  Vir- 
iclida  cii'jorc  to  elect  rne  to  it,  i.  shall  endeavor  to  discharge  its  duties  the  best 
1 I fau'taiidv  think  i will  be  able,  a?  I should  strive,  to  deal  out  equal 

and  exact  justice  to  all  meji  of  ail  parties,  .Democrats  and  IVdiigs,  natives 
and  forei'zners,  Wise  men  and  Kaow-INothings. 


From  the  Examiner,  April  10,  1855. 

MR.  PATTON  AND  HIS  CLIENTS. 

We  have  discussed  the  ••  state?maa.=hip”  of  Mr.  Flournoy.  ITiends  and 
neighbors  of  that  geutleuian  liave  courplained  of  the  severity  of  our  strictures. 
The  eon* plaint  is  unjust  and  unwarranted.  Yfc  have  said  nothing  iinperudiing 
Mr.  Elouilnoy’s  private  character.  His  public  cliaracter  is  public  property. 
AVe  have  said  naught  of  his  public  chanicier  that  was  not  strictly  legitimate — 
nothing  that  was  not  allowable  of  a candidate  for  high  public  trust  and  popular 
suifrage-r— nothing  that' was  not  entirely  just  in  respect  to  an  educated  Yirginia 
gentleman,  who  had  ad'-p:cd  the  truculonr  politics  of  a Northeni  party  or  mob 
that  burns  churches,  desecrates  the  ballot  box,  pecr.s  into  the  private  saDcriue,s 
of  the  woman’s  cliainber  under  pretence  of  religious  zeal,  and  prefers  for  oiucc 
the  Deist,  the  Atheist,  the  Infidel  and  the  Abolitionist  rather  than  Christians  of 
the  faith  of  Roger  R.  Taney,  YVilljam  Gasto.n,  Sir  Thomas  More,  an?l 
CiiRisTovftEii  Columbus. 

M e have  now  to  discu.ss  the  scutiiiients  of  3Ir.  TAtton  as  proclaimed  at 
length  in  the  African  Church,  in  this  city.  His  speech  in  that  buiidiiig  on 
Tuv.sday  night  last  is  fully  reported  in  last  Friday’s  Kichmon  i F7rb/,  to  v.djich 
wc  refer  the  reader  of  the  following  paragraphs.  Rceiprocatiog  fully  and  cor- 
dially the  .‘•cntiinents  of  kindnes.s  and  respect  expressed  for  ourselves  by  .Mr. 
Dutton  on  that  occasiorq  we  shall  endeavor  to  characterize  his  remarks  with  a 
frankness  and  fairness  befitting  those  sentiments.  lYe  declare  in  the  outset, 
l:owcv(  r,  that  in  order  to  do  so  we  shall  Lvave  to  treat  the  whole  speech  as  ra 
elaborate  joke. 

IVe  beard  that  speech  with  infinite  satisfaciiori.  hYe  saw  with  pleasure  that 
Mr.  ihitton  could  not  bring  himself  to  en.dorso  the  politic.s  oi  tiic  Know  Nothiiig 
parYv.  From  beginning  to  cud,  it  was  the  speech  of  an  advocate  for  a prisoner 
in  the  h'ox  ; and  it  couitnitted  iVIr.  JkittOD  ti’t  the  tenet.s  of  Know  Nothingifein 
no  more  than  his  pleadings  for  the  worst  criminals  at  the  bur  of  jinstice  have 
confrnitred  him  to  the  ciimes  which  his  profe-ssional  duty  required  him  to  e.xte- 
nu.Ge  and  whitewash.  Yv’e  expected  his  clients  to  growl  and  rebel  at  thi.>  treat- 
ni'jnt.  lYe  confidently  expected  that  the  speech  would  be  .^uppro.s.sod.  'We  felt 
it  in  cur  bones  that  his  words  had  fallen  u|)on  the  exuhur.iiitj  feelings  of  the 
nieeting  like  a shower  bath.  Vdo  saw  it  beciune  quieter,  t:>!ner,  cooler,  at  every 
seiHenco  that  fell  from  his  lips;  for  bo  denied  any  in efii Worship  in  the  Order; 
he  erne  red  a caeca  ^ against  secret  pnlirics  am]  religious  bigmtrv  ; he  pointedly 
Tf :.uk.  d the  over-zealous  advocatc-s  of  a repeal  of  the  natur.ilizaiion  laws  (Mr. 
J'iournuy  inclusive)  ; and,  so  fiir  from  amvasHV/y  irnmiu»'atio?),  ho  wms  cspec;a lly* 
swcct  up.on  the  industrious,  pains  taking  (jennan,'’  ‘‘the  gnv  Frenchman  trom 
tne  vtno  clad  hills  of  beautiful  Ihane'-.’'  ‘‘ il.e  wlmle  soub.'.l  aiui  gallant  Irish- 
nr.ii,”  of  whom  he  cried  “let  them  come  an.,l  forbid  them  not..''^ 

M (3  did  not  expect  his  clients  to  stand  this.  AYc  ihruight  iliey  would  ccr- 
tamiy  resmU  such  a dauining  witL  faint  };rai.->e  as  hlr.  Datton  gave  them.  \Ye 
ihouglu  th'-*y  had  some  self-respect,  and  would  scud  tlieir  iawver  ho»?iing  homo, 
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and  suppress  Ms  'R-]dte-T\'asLii]g,  patronising  oration,  teeming  witli  ill-disgniscd 
ieproacii  and  repudlafioi).  dVe  tbou.ght  dir.  1‘atton  had  mistaken  the  temper 
and  spirit  of  bis  client.  Bat  ?re  tYcre  wrong  and  Mr.  Patton  waas  right.  An 
accotnplished  and  experienced  lawyer,  he  managed  the  case  exactly  to  the  liking 
of  his  client.  He  took  Sam  out  of  tlio  jail,  dungeon,  or  culvert,  damp  and  dark 
in  which  he  had  been  confined  so  long,  had  him  cleansed,  shaved,  shirtecl,  slicked 
np,  and  hmonght  him  into  coon',  clothed  and  looking  the  counterfeit  of  a gentle- 
man. He  dressed  up  Sam’s  dilapidated  reputation  in  the  most  artistic  and  in- 
genious manner  of  the  leg.al  profession,  taking  occasion  and  pains  as  he  pro- 
ceeded to  smooih  down  and  pare  olf  the  angularities  and  monstrosities  of  the 
poor  fellow’s  character.  The  edect  upon  Sam  wa.s  electric.  The  rascal  really 
thinks  he  has  been  made  an  honest  man  of,  and  shouts  the  praises  of  his  lawyer 
in  the  most  boisterous  and  immoderate  nianner  at  the  corners  of  all  the  streets. 
The  fellow  will  soon  get  to  thinking  that  ho  is  on  visiting  and  svine-driuking 
terms  with  his  lawyer;  but  it  will  only  be,  we  fear,  to  get  himself  surninarily 
“sot  back”  by  one  of  those  charming  “bints”  common  in  the  Land  of  “the 
whole-souled  and  gallant  Irishman.” 

But  vro  most  cramiue  the  speech  in  the  order  in  which  it  was  delivered.  Saoi 
was  not  the  only  client  of  dir.  Patton  on  the  occasion.  Mr.  IHtton  felt  the  ne- 
cessity of  defending  dir.  Patton,  spite  of  the  old  Spanish  proverb,  “ the  law-yer 
that  argues  his  own  cruiA'^  has  a foci  for  his  client.”  There  are  criminal  cases 
go  monstrous  and  ugly  that  the  legal  profession  often  shrink  from  thei?-  defence. 
And  where  the  lawyer’s  own  conscience  is  not  troubled  wdth  qualms  of  the  sort, 
an  indignant  and  outraged  public  frov/ns  often  upon  his  acceptance  of  a retainer. 
It  is  in  such  cases,  and  in  such  cases  only,  that  tlie  attorney  feels  obliged  to  pre- 
face his  argument  for  the  critninal  with  a labored  exculpation  of  himself.  Ac- 
cordingly, dir.  Patton’s  defence  of  Sam  is  preiixed  by  a painful  apology  for  his 
own  participation  in  the  ugly  case. 

It  is  true  that  dir.  Patton  sets  nut  with  the  grand  airs  of  a Omsar  or  a Crom- 
well, refusing  crowns  and  rejecting  diadems  in  a lofA,  v/holcsale,  and  amusing 
etraiii ; but  he  soon  relapses  into  the  attorney,  and  plays  that  character  out  to 
the  end,  with  a truthfulness  and  consistency  worthy  of  his  great  reputadon  at 
the  bar.  Our  Cmsar  proves  conclusively  that  the  crown  icas  otiered  to  hio], 
thus  : 

“Let  me  bring  to  the  notice  of  this  vast  assembly,  and  to  those  who  have 
been  disposed  to  impute  to  me  ambitious  motives  and  eagerness  for  high  othce, 
one  , 01’  two  simple  papers,  w iich  is  ail  the- answer  1 mean  to  give  to  those 
charges. 

“M  received,  on  the  evening  of  the  IStb  dlarcli,  frora  Vdinchester,  the  fol- 
lowing telegraphic  despatch  from  a friend  of  mine  who  was  a member  of  that 
body  : 

^ Will  you  accept  the  nomination  for  Governor  ? Beply  immediately  to  thi.n’ 

“I  immediately  sent  the  h.llowin^  by  telegraph  : 

‘I  would  not  accept  the  oOice  of  Governor  if  every  man  in  Virginia  were  io 
vote  for  me.’  ” 

He  did  that  part  majestically,  and  with  thf3  gamilne  stage  strut,  for  he  had 
evidently  been  studying  the  (fm^arean  role  of  disinterested  virtue;  fur  it  was 
lipperiuo.'t  in  Ids  ii\iad.  lie  coutinues  : 

“By  an  increnuons  terversiry  of  accusation,  it  might  still  be  said  that  I wa.^ 
rdte  Cu-sar,  rejectirig  tl  crown  because  I knew  1 could  not  get  it. 

“’On  tiiC  S'.ine  cven,..g,  nui;  very  long  af:.er  I hmi  received  tlm  telegraph  dcs- 
^latch  which  I have  just  read,  I received  this  note  frota  a gentleman  In  Kicii- 
mond  : 

LI  have  juijt  received  a i]wq)atch  by  telcgtaph  that  you  W’ere  nominated  for 
Govcfoor,  and  requested  to  communicate  it  ui.rcctly.’ 
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As  soon  n.s  I received  this  note,  instantly,  for  the  purpose  of  preventlr.ir 
anv  iucf  nv.'nienei  to  itiie  Winchester  Coiivcntion,  such  as  would  result  froiix 
their  making  a iinmination  which  would  not  be  accepted,  probably  causing  tiiem 
t'>  assemble  again  there  or  somewhere  else  to  make  another  nomination,  I sent 
th<;  t\'!i(;>wiiig  reply  : 

' I regret  the  information  your  note  contains.  Several  times  during  the  last 
tif/eeii  years,  1 liavc  declined  being  a candidate  for  Governor  when  ray  frieudr, 
tlionglit  1 c(suld  bo  elected.  I will  not  accept  the  office  of  Governor  under  any 
circum-taiices,  and  though  every  tnan  in  trie  State  .were  to  vote  for  mo.  Excuse 
the  apparent  peremptoriousness  of  this  note/  ” 

Protestatlous  of  this  sort  are  .so  frequent  in  our  day,  that  v/o  believe  it  has 
become  a cons'cntioual  understanding  in  society  not  to  credit  thciT’  from  whom- 
so<‘vcr  they  proceed.  Mr.  ratton's  reiasai  of  the  ediunee  for  oilk-e  iu  a doubtful 
ontest,  is  not.  the  frst  instance  of  a similar  discretion  by  many  ten  thou^uiods; 
and  unluckily,  his  antecedents  in  tlie  particular  of  office-holding  are  again-t 
him.  For  nearly  a quarter  of  a century  the  fascinations  of  office  overcame  this 
platonic  disdain  of  2'Ir.  Patton;  and  the  world  is  too  uncharitable  to  suppose 
that  a man  who  could  consent  to  Ixe  a member  of  the  House  of  IleprescmrativcB 
i-t  Washington  ffir  eiglu.  years,  and  to  endure  tlie  petty  vexations  of  a Virginia 
Extecutive  Counciilor  iV?  fifteen  ycrirs  of  his  life,  could  repeat  him  of  that 
mode  of  living,  in  old.  age,  even  in  icspcct  to  so  illa.striou.s  and  lucrative  a 
j)osition  as  the  Governorship  of  Virginia. 

Indeed,  the  whole  effect ’of  this  mock  pageant — of  this  billing  and  cooing  on 
the  part  of  delegates  in  Winchester,  and  this  virtuous  coyness  on  bis  own  side, 
is  destroyed  by  a subsequent  revelatiou  in  his  speech.  For,  after  proving,  by  a 
very  plausible,  set  of  facts,  that  he  did  refuse  the  crown,  he  destroys  the  whole 
effect  of  the  scene  by  letting  out  the  fact  that  the  crown,  thouga  refused,  was 
never  offered  him  : 

‘‘  It  is  proper  to  state,  that  the  information  that  I was  nominated  for  Gover- 
nor ’.vas  a mistake,  which  of  course  I did  not  know  until  the  following  day. 
There  wa.s,  as  I understand,  no  such  nomination,  and  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man who  has  been  nominated,  and  is  so  worthy  to  receive  the  suffrages  of  thus 
Auierican  party,  was  the  decided  choice  of  the  CoRventioa  at  ail  times.  I do 
not  know  that  there  wa.s  a single  man  who  was  favorable  to  my  nomination,  ex- 
cept the  particular  gentleman  wlio  sent  me  the  despatch.’’ 

Thus  it  is  plain  that  Mr.  Patton  but  enacted  the  part  of  a mock  duke  in  his 
lefty  rejection  of  tlie  crown.  The  fVbigs  of  the  ’Winchester  conclave  knew 
what  they  were  about  in  playing  off  these  mysterious  telegraphic  ruissiics. 
d'lK-lr  3>fruocratie  confreres  were  doubtless  supposed  to  rmike  a num.s  against 
Fiournoy's  being  entrusted  with  the  spoils  department  of  the  ticket.  Under 
these  cireumstaiices,  the  dispatches  to  Patton  and  his  prompt  waiver  of  the  place 
des’eued  fur  Idournoy,  must  have  worked  like  a charm. 

d’he  role  iiad  been  rehearsed  th<woughly  beforehand,  and  Mr.  Patton  inigbl 
have  done  a deal  of  mischief  by  disturbing  the  arrangement.  He  had  been 
Called  upon  in  person  before  the  ibih  of  March  ; let  himself  reveal  the  pro- 
tocol : 

I hold  out  no  inducement-s  to  those  who,  in  hoh-alf  of  this  new  Aincrioau 
party,  called  upon  me  for  the  purpu.se  of  ascertaining  whether  1 \.’Ould  accept 
ibo  nomination  for  Attorney  General,  Ac.,  vbc.  I was  told  that,  thin  gro.'.t  or- 
gan,,:ai  mu  d'' sired,  or  at  le.-mt  a portion  of  the  momber.s  of  the  Comeuti'Ui  at 
A incLester,  arid  probably  the  whole  body,  would,  umiie  to  cemfer  this  nomina- 
tion  upon  toe  if  I was  willing  to  accept  the  office,  without  any  regard  to  my  po- 
b’ttcal  opitiion  or  my  political  course,  iVc.,  Ac.  I told  them  that  if  the  Conven- 
t on  should  choose  to  confer  upon  mo  the  nomination,  1 would  accept  It,  assu.r- 
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in^  them  at  tlie  sai.io  ti!?]?  taat  it  would  bo  incompatible  wlfli  iny  business  to 
engage  in  the  political  canvass  in  the  way  (fl’  discussion,  A'c." 

Snell  was  tlic  imuerstaiiuing  before  the  loth  of  IMarch,  and  hir.  Patton  vras 
too  acute  to  disturb  or  change  it  on  the  spur  of  a telegraphic  di''patch  rcceiv.;d 
late  in  the  night  of  that  evtinfi.l  day.  31r.  J.hitton  rejected  the  crown.  Be 
prolcsis  he  did  not  want  it  and  would  not  liavo  it.  Many  will  believe  him  and 
many  will  not.  The-  faV'ie  of  the  fox  and  the  grapes  stands  in  the  way.  and  the 
uradiaritablc  perversiU  and  cyoica!  common  sense  of  plain  people  who  do  soo 
something  illustrious,  honorable  and  enviable  in  eminent  posirion,  'loill  gloss  the 
I'ighesi  acts  of  disinterested  virtue  W’ith  the  rouge  of  sellishness. 

This  clusmicle  of  Iris  disdainfui  refusals  of  the  highest  ofSce  Yirginia  can 
confer— -an  C'Sice  w'hich  was  not  too  contcinjitiblo  for  Thomas  Jefferson,  Patrick 
Henry,  John  Tyler  ti  e elder,  James  fJonroe  or  Vdin.  B.  Gilo.s— was  not  felt  by 
iMr.  T'atton  to  be  sunieiv^nt  t<)  siwtain  the  argument  he  was  submitting  on  tliis 
subject.  J ie  went  on  to  tax  still  more  the  already  strained  credulity  of  his 
hearers.  It  seems  that  Hr.  Patton,  not  content  to  reject  with  disdain  the  chair 
which  a Jefferson  and  a Giles  have  been  proud  to  occupy,  has  lepeatedly  de- 
clinml  to  be  the  Colleanuc  of  Clay,  of  Vv’ebstcr,  cf  Calhoun,  of  Pickinson,  of 
Ilaihrs,  of  Badger,  of  Men-eii);  of  Crirtenden,  and  of  other  secondary  persons  of 
that  calibre,  in  the  annoying  duties  and  obscure  character  of  Senator  of  the 
plnited  States.  He'  lets  the  worid  into  a secret  it  never  would  have  dreamt  of, 
tbu8  : 

besides  all  that,  it  is  now  said  1 am  canimated  by  aspirations  for  the 
Scuafe.  I say  here,  and  now,  as  I have  said  repeatedly  in  the  course  of  the 
last  fifteen  years,  when  my  frieiuls  liad  desired  to  put  me  in  nomination  for  that 
office,  0,3  I said  about  the  office  of  Governor,  I would  not  have-  the  office  of  Sen- 
ator if  every  man  in  the  Legi.'-lature  of  Virginia  voted  for  lue.'^ 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States  will  doubtless  be  profoundly  mortified  to 
learn  this  determinarion  of  hir.  Patton. 

Upon  wiiat  meat  doth  this  our  Ceesar  feed, 

I'hat  he  is  grown  so  great.-” 

It  is  evident  itwms  as  little  a part  of  the  scheme  of  the  Know  N’otbings 
to  confer  the  ve.xatious  troubles  of  a Poderai  Senator  iipoo  Mr.  Patton  as6t 
was  to  confer  upon  him  the  spoils-di.^tributing  diuies  of  Governor.  The  tele- 
grarbic  missiles  of  the  loth  ot  fflarch,  and  the  sham  suggestion  of  his  name 
ivu  the  head  oi  the  tmket  lU  the  Winchesr.er  cabal,  were, plainly  but  intended 
to  deceive  and  rpiiet  the  irulorne  but  grumbling  Denuicrat  or  Itcji^ocrats  \^IiO 
were  entrapped  in  that  conclave  and  bound  by  big  oaths  to  submit  to  its  \Thig 
preferences  and  arrangm.ueuts, 

■ Mr.  Patton,  not  content  with  breaking  loose  from  the  Democracy  and  from 
the  Pichmond  Junto,  of  which  he  was  a member  in  1S52,  seems  determined  to 
vex  r,n-i  harrass  bis  ohi  associates  evt-a  as  members  of  his  own  Order.  He 
inagnauimously  yields  the  Federal  Senatorship  in  advance  to  Croorge  Washing- 
ton Summers,  and  leaves  his  Democratic  Know  Nothing  associates  cornpletefy 
in  tho  lurch  as  to  that  office,  which  will  be  dearly  theirs  by  right  if  they  suc- 
ceed in  carrying  the  next  Gcnwal  Assembly.  For,  in  lint  event,  when  tho 
Councils  shall  coaveuc  here  from  all  parts  of  the  Ftate  nest  winter,  to  dicfa'c 
to  Virginia  legislators  the  votes  they  shall  cast  in  the  Sen  itorl.il  oleotion,  this 
public,  solemn  pledge  ami  dj.-damfid  dceletision  beforoband  of  the  position,  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  lAtton,  wid  thivw  tuc  gates  wide  open  for  the  n iuinulmiu  elec- 
tion of  the  very  m.m  vrlaun  tlicy  and  the  GoinraonweaUh  th.rco  years  ago  in- 
digoaatly  repudiated  at  tho  polls.  For,  if  the  Democratic  Know  Nothings 
ehall  remonstrate  at  the  declon  <ff  .Summers  to  the  Senate,  the  ready  and 
ftilcacii.g  answer  of  the’  ‘ Vfiug  managers  v/’ii  bo — “Patton  coos  not  want  the 
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Pattoo  turns  up  liis  nose  at  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  He  as 
<,  '■'0,.!  as  leiis  von.  you  must  vote  for  Suiniiiers.  He  ^Yants  to  bo  riJ  of  "the 
linuo^yiiur  soucitation.s  everybody  besets  him  vrith  about  that  idayuv  scat  iu 
tie;  Capitol.,  Do  give  tlio  man  a little  peace  and  rest.  Patton 

ii.ad  as  lief  go  to  the  PcDitentiary  as.  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.'"' 

Well,  tlicii.  'Mr.  Patton  declined  the  Governorship  that  was  not  oilered  to  him 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Flournoy  who  got  it — notwithstanding  the  electric  despatches, 
an  i in  strict  pursuance  of  the  ];rotocol  held  previously  to  the  loth  March.  He 
dL-clnms  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  also,  in  advance,  in  favor  of  the 
puiH'inj'rory  preconi  dictating  votes  to  Virginia  legislators'— of  the  next  winter's 
Ivnow  Nothing  secret  councils  that  shall  flock  to  Kichinond,  in  e:t.sG  they  carry 
the  General  Assembly — Jecliti'S  the  Federal  Senate  in  favor  of  a Know  Noth- 
itu?  WU'stcru  nominee,  say  of  George  Summers.  But.  3tr.  Ikitton  aid  ac- 
cej>t  the  Ato-rDcy  Generalship,  and  that  with  a thank  ye,  too.  ITc  is  evidently 
id.atfcred  by  that  nomination,  in  the  exuberance  of  his  gratitude  he  cnnd(:scends 
to  vouchsafe  his  impriinaiLir  of  rcsptectubilitj  to  a “ body  of  men’'  who  were 
awhamed  to  show  their  faces  by  daylight  in  a snudl  villag-e,  and  to  write  their 
true  names  upon  the  tavern  registers  of  the  town.  He  is  very  marked  in  his 
manner  of  giving  a good  ch.aracter  to  the  suspicious  gentiye  who  found  it  con- 
venient to  travel  with  an  alias.  They  are  his  clients  of  wliom  he  says  : 

was  nominaled  for  this  office  under  the  cireurostances  to  w’hich  I have  re-' 
feirod,  by  a large,  re-pectalle,  iutcliigent  and  patriotic  body  of  men,  as  much 
BO,  to  the  extent  that  I have  information  in  regard  to  them,  as  any  body  of  men 
in  any  cpiarter,  any  State,  or  anywhere  else  in  the  wmrld — a body  of  men  repre- 
senting, as  1 understand  now,  (for  I Know  Nothing  about  the  supposed  elective 
strength  of  this  Auierican  party)  50  or  60,000  of  the  free  citizou.s  of  this  Com- 
inonwoulth." 

After  so  emphatic  an  endorsement  from  a rejector  of  Ciowns  and  avoider  of 
>cnates,  v;ho  will  say  that  the  Know  Nothings  are  not  respectable  people  ? 
'i  hey  nominate  3Ir.  Patton  to  get  a dash  of  respectability,  and  of  course  are  in 
testacies  over  the  fullness  and  completeness  of  his  certification  of  cbaracicr. 

But  t-aan  is  not  at  all  diseriminating  in  these  demonstrations  of  gratitude, 
olr.  Patton  i.s  very  explicit  in  conlining  his  encomiums  to  the  immediate  body 
01  men’'  assemblfd  at  Winehester.  He  accepts  their  nomination  without  the 
leriiiciple.s  of  their  ^'annexed."  Attofuey-like,  be  had  not  condescei.ded 

to  read  Sam’s  ‘‘  papers"  until  after  bis  retainer,  and  he  takes  the  most  cruel 
P'Ciijs,  in  corisenting  to  appear  in  fain’s  case,  to  give  the  cold  shoulder  to  the 
tcliow’s  gutter  politics.  Prcsdously  to  tlie  hVinchestcr  Convention,  be  talked 
our,  flat  on  this  subject  : 


“ T .''dnccrely  an  ;I  most  earnestly  discouraged  the  idea,  and  told  them  very 
licuikiy  tluit  2 hnd  not  e/uou  renP  the  basis pr>7vd pics  which  they  had  put  toriii 
to  the  rubiic  as  contairiing  the  .great  objects  for  which  this  organizutiou  was 
formeu,  ami  which  they  were  endeavoring  to  accouiplicjh." 

They  replied,  importunately  : 

Tiiat  thi.s  ofBcc  was  an  odlce  irJtolJif  Jisco  \n>'ehd  icilh  political  confrovar-a/^ 
Jn  reference  to  the  dibchnrge  of  the  peculiar  duties  which  devolved  upon  it  ; 
that  it  wa.s  an  (.-dice  which  had  no  patronage  connected  w'ith  it,  and  that,  e.sti- 
luating  very  highly,  much  more  highly  tlina  I had  vanity  to  a.=:piru  to,  my  nu..a- 
lilicafion,-  and  iitness  for  tl  e ohicc,  they  do.sircJ  to  conUr  the  othde  upen  me  m 
r«-t-, .Timee  to  the  r e.stima.te  rf  uiy  <pi:s,lilic'iti..'ns  ami  fitness  for  it,  wdlaait  rpt- 
at  all  to  an//  political  oMreU.  1 toM  them  that  if,  under  these  circiim- 
Btanecs,  as  it  was  an  office  in  tJiC  line  of  m>/  profession,  an  oiVico  which,  although. 
T had  no  particular  desire  to  obtain  it,  would  vet  not  be  unacceptable  to  mC; 
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xifter  tbo  norainatlon  vs’us  announced  to  him,  ho  wrote  adctter,  most  cruelly 
and  pointedly  ignoring  Sam’s  principles  3 and,  in  his  speech,  thus  describes  hi  , 
feelings  in  acconting  Sam’s  case,  keeping  still  a cold  shoulder  upon  the  fellow’s 
politics  : 

could  not  feel  myself  altogether  at  liberty  to  refuse  to  permit  such  a body 
of  gentieiucn  of  all  parties,  irre'<pcriive  of  tJte  poUtiral  hosis  ih^y  inigld  ha  ve  in 
this  movement,  to  present  my  name  to  the  people  of  Virginia,  as  a candidate 
for  an  office  vi’uolhj  disconneded  icith  poldical  parties  or  strife,  and  utterly  rid 
of  all  political  patronagef’ 

Thus  Mr.  Patton  gave  his  clients  distinctly  to  understand  in  the  protocol' pre- 
\dous  to  the  Winchester  Convention,  in  his  letter  of  acceptance,  and  in  his 
speech  at  the  African  Church,  that  be  joined  in  ’>Ylth  them  only  as  counsel,  and 
would  not  consent  to  adopt  thedr  politics.  Before  the  protocol,  poor  devils,  he 
had  never  heard  of  them,  or  thought  enough  of  their  affair  to  read  over  their 
basis  principles.  He  bad  no  time  to  bestow  on  such  trifles  as  the  Know  Noth- 
ing movement,  and  his  valaable  thoughts  vrere  too  much  absorbed  witli  the  ca- 
ses of  other  clients  to  thiffk  of  the  case  of  Sam — the  promising  progeny  of  a 
New  York  Penitentiary  jail-bird. 

But  wo  are  net.  done  witli  hlr.  Patton's  defence  of  himself,  lie  entertains 
the  sanre  imperial  repugnance  to  party  tics  as  to  the  glittering  honors  which 
•such  men  .as  Jefferson  and  Monro<e,  \V  ebstcr  and  Calhoun  have  not  despised. 
His  morals  on  this  subject  arc  very  elevated  and  yet  very  convenient  : 

And  yet  that  act,  the  act  of  nermitting  my  name  to  be  presented  to  the 
pmopln  of  Vii'giuia,  has  been  denounced  as  an  act  of  treachery  to  party,  and  a 
violation  of  partv'  obligations.  I never  entered  into  any  party  obligations  which 
V/Ould  prevent  me  from  alloiring  a majority  of  the  people  rf  Viryiiiia  to  elect 
me.  to  any  of  ice  ichich  1 v:as  leiiiiny  to  (a/:e,  no  matter  who  may  have  made  the 
nomination,  or  when  or  where  it  may  be  announced. 

That  is  capital.  It  is  sc  diaracteristic.  Ilis  allegiance  to  party  ceases  at  the 
moment  his  party  sink.s  into  a minority.  lie  never  enters  into  a party  obli- 
gation” save  with  the  under-handing  that  he  is  to  play  quitsywhenevt-r  he  sees 
the  majoiity  on  t’other  side.  Soldiers  who  have  done  thus  have  bc-im  classed 
by  history  in  the  cat.alogue  of  Arnolds,  Georgeys  and  Daigbetties  ; and  we  are 
very  glad  tnat  dir.  Paitoa  h.is  taktn  pains  to  establish  the  understanding  that 
he  goes  over  to  the  ivnow  Nothings  simply  as  an  attorney. 

Of  course  all  who  have  act  jJ  upon  the  rule  of  3Ir.  Patton,  just  laid  down, 
can  safely  proclaim  as  he  does  : 

‘Mie  little  knows  inv  antecedents  who  does  not  know  that  I have  never  per- 
mitted myself  to  he  governed  or  controlled  by  the  dictates  of  a pai'ty,  in  regard 
to  party  nominations  or  party  measures,  anywhere  or  on  any  occasion.” 

i^uch  words  viould  soum]  handsfuuely  in  the  mouth  of  any  but  a Know  Noth- 
ing noiiiiuee.  VvTiatever  dh.  Paaon’s  antecedents  may  do  in  vindication  of  his 
abandoning  the  Demccratie  party,  his  ‘‘ present  cedents  ” present  a beautiful 
illustratiou  of  Ivis  di-gu-t  of  parry.  He  'vbo  (pairs  either  of  the  old  political 
organizations  of  this  ciuntry,  fjundedi  each  by  great  and  good  men,  wi'h  avowed 
measures,  avowed  prin  uplcs,  avo'wed  member.-hip,  with  open  and  pui.lie  tacta^s 
as  to  all  tiieir  meetings  and  arr.iU-gemenrs,  great  and  'small,  with  i;-?.spapei'S  to 
make  publiC'all  that  is  viiJ  in  town,  in  country,  at  night  and  by  day--in  ordtu 
to  join  a secret,  oath  b und  csd.al,  originated  by  a New  Yoik  peni’’e;itiiu'y  cou- 
'Vict,  loving  darlcuass  ratber  ihuii  light  for  the  iuitiailon  of  aviconipliees,  tne 
cjncoctioi)  of  schemes  and  the  devi.'ing  of  tactics,  that  conceals  it.;  evtry  step 
and  act  in  secrecy,  whose  novitiates  are  sworn  to  deny  their  complicity,  arm. 
W’ould  be  perjured  if  re.^pomling  frankly  and  truly  to  a legitimate  em|ulry — he 
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T,'h<)  abandons  cither  of  the  old  political  organizations  to  join  this  underground 
iiiidniLrht  movement,  vrhatever  other  motives  ma}^  be  attributed  to  him,  cannot 
l.'j  said  t!)  do  so  IVoiii  disgust  at  partij.  And  though  Mr.  Patton  may  deceive 
himself  by  such  a delusion,  he  must  expect,  as  he  certainly  must  endure,  the 
unc'iuiri*able  rcfiections  of  the  world.  ■ 

(\ia  .M  r.  Patton  believe  lie  is  manifesting  a disgust  of  by  accepting 

cvorancs  and  nominations  from  Know  Nothing  clubs — tlie  most  intense,  intole- 
rant, j'rosCiiptive,  exercising,  ioexorable  system  of  party  drill  ever  invented? — 
K there  no  such  thing  as  party  in  Know  Nothingism  ? Out  of  his  own  mouth, 
.'‘liall  he  he  judged;  for  in  the  follov/ing  rather  grandiloquent  seutencc.s  he  him- 
sedf  recognizes  a new  parry  servitude 

1 have  been  so  much  absorbed  vrith  my  own  busineSvS  that  I do  not  thinh  I 
have  read  a Governor’s  3Iessage  for  several  years,  nor  a President’s  IMo.ssagG, 
an>l  the  time  when  I read  a speech  in  Congress,  is  a period  vdoich  runs  bach  to 
a time  that  my  memory  ‘ runneth  not  to  the  contrary.^  I have,  however,  read 
souicwiiat  carefully  at  various  times,  siver  my  nomination,  the  principles  and 
basis  of  this  Kno'.o  Xothinj  or  ArueTican  PARTY,  and  I have  no  hesitation  in 
sayino;,  Piat  with  cue  or  two  exceptions  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  action  of 
YlJE  PArvT'Y,  and  iho  extent  to  vcbicli  they  are  proposing  to  go,  as  a imle  Mr 
themselves  in  iheir  ORGANIZATION,  the  principles  and  basis  of  that 
ICAKTY  meet  my  entire  approbation.'’^ 

There  it  i." — Partp,  partu^  or(ja>iizatlov..  pctr'tp.  Already  is  hir.  Patton  iju- 
luersed  quadruply  in  the  toils  of  party.  lie  has  leaped  out  of  the  Democratic 
frying-pan  only  to  land  in  the  live  coals  of  Know  Nothing  strife,  passion,  reli- 
gious hate,  and  social  prejudice. 

If  Air.  Patton  loathes  and  disgusts  at  party,  he  is  much  to  be  commiserated 
in  his  present  aliogiance.  What  a biUer  rebuke  is  all  his  fine  talk  abuut  party 
tyranny,  upon  the  intolerant,  fierce  proscriptive  partisanship  of  his  new  con- 
federates ! Did  he  know  that  be  had  accepted  the  support  of  an  Order  v,-bich 
prescribe  the  following  qualiiicatious  for  membersidp,  carrying  partjj  not  only 
into  public  afrains,  but  mto  the  doniestie  household  and  leveling  its  brutal  pro- 
scription at  wives  and  mothers  ? zVccording  to  the  ritual : 

A person  to  become  a member  of  any  Subordinate  Council  must  bo  twenty- 
one  years  of  age;  he  must  believe  in  the  existence  of  a Supreme  Deing  as  tiic 
creator  and  preserver  of  the  Universe;  he  must  bo  a native  born  citizen ; a 
ITotestant  honi  of  FrotePant  pareyits  y reared  under  Protestant  infiuence,  and 
not  unilnd  ui  viarriooc  icit/i  a Itoman  Cailiolic : Frcvichal,  ut  cert! id  css,  tliat  in 
this  last  respect,  the  State,  District,  or  Territorial  Council  shall  be  autliorized 
to  so  construct  their  respective  con.stitutions  as  shall  best  promote  the  interest; 
of  the  Arntriean  cause  in  their  several  jurisdictions:  Ac'cZ  proovJof  mor^'oicr, 
that  no  mprnher  icko  may  have  a Roman  CaOiolio  icife  shall  be,  el'vjiblc  to  any 
opLrr  >/i  this  Order.” 

And  again,  his  new  friends  are  required  to  swear  thus : 

‘‘  OLliaatlon. — You,  and  each  of  you,  of  your  own  free  will  and  accord,  in 
the  p rcsence  of  A.Imighty  God  and  these  witnesses,  your  left  hand  resting  on 
your  right  breast,  and  your  rigiit  iiand  extended  to  the  flag  of  your  country,  do 
soh'.mniy  and  sincerely  swear  that  you  will  not,  under  any  circuiastance.',  dis- 
close in  any  manner,  nor  suffer  it  to  be  done  by  others,  if  in  your  power  t'.»  pre- 
vent the  name,  signs,  pass  words,  or  the  secrets  of  this  degree;  that  you 
will,  tu  of]  ihiMijs,  cun/'onn  to  all  the  robes  and  reijidaiions  of  thi^  order,  and  to 
the  C'UiStitution  and  .Ry-haws  of  this  iU'  any  other  Council  to  which  you  may 
be  attached,  so  long  as  they  do  not  cotifiict  with  tlie  Constitution-  et  the  Loitoc'. 
P-t:ite.s,  nor  that  of  the  State  in  which  yi)u  rosid^';  that  you  will,  uuilcr  all  cir- 
cunistiince.s,  if  in  your  power  so  to  do,  aiitiid  all  rejidar  siyns  and  suranionsei: 


m \ 


■u’ 


4 


,»,'V 

'..hi 


tawn^wt™  U.U  n»(  pJ  l.,.<»ff.,,,  Me  mil  lo  niiJ!, 

XO«f  1 .lh$  JirijWi)  J,J6ll  ot  ol»  01  lai.,  a,J 

^9iiUbu»Si!Cfttt  ,toun  X«Olf.^»i,f  . 

— *1  f a*  . ^ . **  ttfii  lo 

limljI'jM*  ‘ w ad  aVd.'W  oo^iuH  lU  hik) 

-etoi  laoiVbaoiUffioiuu  I.D«  wi;iv,ra 

diijom  fl fA?  aiil  lo  ^s;0  c2  ««  j^xjUj 

o2  7*:^h‘t^9?]feui  «,!  ^ 

t r *r  -'■ 

I 4/iMli  ^IT  o|»  I 4wf4  «jv9ai8l^  M%v>  WifOft^i  £fWoi  cm  ifwd  OYfid  l 

.TStowo/i  J I ^ ^ a.mnui  *\  xictti^ta  x^i  iafifi  -juiil  a 

a/ij  .tMf  1®  alio  illi-^  Iniu  Sr»fXfit  ‘ 

y , i onti9tz9  odrt>a^JTn/J'iiUT 

■dt%  ,wtusq  «M>«3(  'io  sfe.svil  ^'‘ait>jtH  oi^Ioo  u£i.juitil 

<J^.^  }iaf<i«_;(kj^i^ *4^  ^ fc(lWi.,BbtfM3uila  iaasKitq  «id'»i  ' 

<brd«  ,,{^0  ’ t„,  *rfV«*  waShtf  tiaf  1 

vf,'  J' ,,.  '*-r''f-  »*  KHM'fMaiI«Bp  5«i»aJtol ; «|?ti(fiw«M  «' 

...ii  ui»tj  «4<  a,tta?wf  ^ ®%jf«“k  9i(i  ojai  4«"j  *jwdt  ojoi 

*■'■¥  ' ! i!<iSJM';#i!  o}'  ^«iJiijEii5A.'3it  !Wil|«m 'tii*'i»«9iw  JaAifqte*: ' 


?1 


J 


I'  I 


fr" 


.^  « aril  sa»kaJtJtaa('’^wi-’S9«l«n  T»il»  aauijinw  c«  ui'ii^i 

,,  M«u  «>  M,^h  (4;,5J«»fe'  ■>sk  a w’nA  4»i«  wWiiaKiam 

■ ■■'  " ; . ;^:: ' •■  > • ^:/^nO  «*  aV 

W ,&i0j9a  ^*  >JJiw  a»ii  ,«»■{.  lOjrfaoa  bo*  (OoT— a(*W.WCi 

uoYiJv  l>  •*'^  iaab  4>(}  pJ  fiav^faa  1WI  ,i;mobm  xoa  al  awto 

i^aU  uhfc-'^'  i-f""'?;'  IP  <dai  WE-aui.)ta  i-m  opUaHJtp.^  luit 

^ X I.U  “ *®  ”?«W'*'.“p  J «<1>  <UIV7  «(S..?a,loa  ob  h»4j  »a  sopl  a«>Jo«»i.  W , 
1.™ ‘i  ’ 1'*.''*',’^  i-NbiMt  Prtx,i><»k'n  ai sJjag  b4j* lo a»di  wo  ^/,)«'^  “ 

.iwi^pvHo^  Uuia^at  T»\nvin  Ko  bwrto  ,pb  vi  p,  laox  ui  1i  ^noiMiw 

^asis#.,  '*  inf^'^-'’  - ” f 


M 


■^.  li-ft 


that  ma>/  he  fhroK  n or  sent  out  hi/  a Brofh/r  of  thh  or  any  other  Jcgree  of  fhtu 
Orth^r  ; that  yoti  will  .<npjiortj  in  all  jyjlilical  matter;/  for  all  political 
"Id  dxfiec  iowmht  IS  of  i/lii  Oi-Jei/  proviiiiog  it  bo  r.eoessary  for  tho  Americaii 
isitorcsf  : that  it  it  n)ay  I’e  done  lcgall\y  yon  v.'iii,  when  elected  to  any  ohie';*, 
rnr-.nw  all  foreia  lU./s,  aliens  or  Jiomaii  Catholics  from  offer  / and  that  yon. 
uilh  in  no  <:<rs‘\  appoint  such  to  offee.  All  this  you  promise  or^d  declare  on 
your  lionrn-  as  A.u]i''rieans  to  sustain  and  abide  by,  without  any  hesitation  or 
mer.tad  r-rervathn  u-haiever.  So  help  you  God,  and  keep  you  steadfast.'’' 

I . ii'd  fids  [larty  proscription  with  a vengeance?  Jlut  r»Ir.  ratton  complains 
biiierly  of  the  crimination  and  decunciaciou  that  have  been  visited  upon  him- 
ps'lt  fur  ie.iving  party.  Lot  him  read  the  terrible  curses  he  will  receive  if,  iu 
his  partialities  for  a majority,  he  should  soon  abandon  his  new  allegiance: 

Tt)  .ill  the  foregoing  you  bind  yourselves,  under  the  no  less  penalty  than 
that  of  being  r.rpdhyl  from  this  Ordei/  and  of  liaviny  your  name  posted  ami 
cirrnlat^d  ticrouafuout  all  the  <liferent  Councils  of  the  United  States,  as  a FEFc- 
.1  CUE  if  anal  as  a TRAITOR  to  G OT)  ami  YOLR  C OUTdi  R }f  as  a hr- 
inp  iinft  to  he  EMPLOYTT)  in  any  EUSodVE SS  TRAThSACTiOT\  as  a 
perso;i  vnu'ortJiy  the  con  faience  of  aU  yood.  men,  and  as  one  ataohom  the  fnjer 
of  scorn  should  ever  be  poiiited.  So  help  you  God!’' 

Such  is  the  iijachrnery  which  is  to  help  gir.  Patton  into  the  Avtiorney  Gene- 
ral-hi  n 1 1 

We  cannot  pursue  this  black  and  horrid  aspect,  of  the  subject  farther  without 
tran-'CCTjdsng  the  rule- of  kindness  and  respect  towanks  Mr.  1‘atton  with  which 
we  SCI  out. 

We  are  glad  to  see  dir.  Patton  dodging  the  rcah^politics  of  tlie  Kno-'v  Nothing 
pony,  au't  couMning  iiis  encomiums  to  the  I'asis  Principles  which  they  put  out 
:vs  decoy  to  beguile  simpler  men  than  be.  That  basis  is  not  necessarily  offen- 
sive or  objectionable,  and  we  are  ready  to  join  Mr.  flatten  in  endorsing  every 
ami  lino  it  contains  except  the  first  ar‘:iele,  and  a few  clauses  in  the  pre- 
u-.i\  Im  provided  they  are  construed  in  the  spirit  of  enlarged  statesmanship  and 
' im.-.T.’  patnoti'-'m,  "We  have  not  room  to-day  to  point  out  the  glaring  dis- 

y:  I -V  O'  S between  tlicur  secret  ritual  and  this  tempting  sign-bfrkrd  which  they 
p'-  t r.,.j.,se  t|.,.  d<»Ofway  that  leads  down  into  their  secret  caverns  of  shame. 

V luive  oi!iy  s]-a-;e  left  for  a few  of  ihe  cutting  and  pointed  rebukes  he  gave 
S;?.  da. nta  iii  the  omr.se  of  his  argumert  of  their  ugl}’  cause. 

Me  Will  Lot  cV',n  accept  their  Lasis  i’rinciples  unconditionally : 

1 s-.v.ii.  gentlemen,  that  in  regard  to  some  of  the  details  of  this  basis  of 
priru-.yhw  of  Know  iSotliingism,  I was  not  prepared  to  adopt  them  in  all  their 
lu-  ;-.d:b  an  i h-ngth  ; or  to  Idrui  myself  by  any  pledge,  either  written,  spoken  or 
urn,— that  I never  will,  under  any  circumstances,  vote  for  foreigners  for  any 
' iliit  i.s  a matter  that  I will  leave  altogether  at  my  discretion.  "\Vcre  I. 

• ' •■’fnvrwiS'’,  I '^houli  be  abandoning  the  ground  1 have  maintained  all  my 
iU\  aru!  up  iu  which  [ can  now  stand  up  and  doly  those  Lcmocratic  demincia- 
tr'  D?  that  are  hurled  against  me," 

k'r;m  .'it  c'i':r>o  fli.l  not  ripplaud  that  passage,  Wc  thought  we  detected  3 
rap;  .]  pro  m,  but  may  have  been  mistaken. 

air.  n d-.os  not  j^now  why  he  cannot  himself  join  secret  societies,  or 

h'- w to  de.'Crib.':  Ins  .-.‘ruples  ami  i:istidioasness  about  that  matter  ; but  certaia 
it  is  he  docs  not  lis:e  ].>r.  Fell : 

vlrn.  g uirloiiicn,  as  1 said  b'Aurp,  f donlt  helony  to  this  seerrf  oryani.zafion . 

] iicfcr  belonged  to  a secret  society  in  my  life,  aii hough  most  of  my  family 
vtt're  T have  somr  sort  ot  scruriles  and  f.isti  liousness  wliich  pri.ncur(;d 

me  :\t  ail  times  trom  going  int'j  any  place  to  assume  any  secret  engagement." 
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]>!.]  in-er  ];UTVcr,  v.ho  somehow  ccnld  never  have  behaved  to  himself,  more 
i’l'j’  V'.irt'islv  eon>ole  a tremblinc;^  criminal  with  theliopo  of  having  a felonimis  act 
re vbduitcii,  in' a lenient  jury,  to  a lofty  motive?  Yet  Mr.  Patton  vras  evidmitly 
a btde,  li’iml  to  tills  nolir.y  of  bis  client^  having  a personal  appreciation  of  the 
re;iM)u  iiih'ged  fur  secrecy  : 

“ It  is  perfect! V well  known  that  it  was  designed  to  protect  those  who  were 
(,f  joining  this  party  from  tlie  terrors  and  denuaclatlons  of  the  old 
i .iiiiv';,  to  which  they  might  belong.  Possibly  tiiere  are  launj  men.  huiiesr, 
imlu'frioes,  and  sober  men,  men  whoso  broad  depends  on  not  qaaiTeling  VY'ith 
t'nir  [i'irtv,  wlio,  though  desirous  of  joining  this  new  organization,  wt'old  not  do 
so  nnh  ss  they  could  lie  protected  from  the  consequcuces  of  an  open  avowal  of 
the  fact  that  they  bad  joined  the  new  party. 

?>Ir.  IbittOQ  takes  care  to  hint  in  the  most  delicate  manner,  and  yet  most, 
c-mph.atically,  to  Sam,  iliat  secrecy  vjul  not  do  ; and  that,  as  soon  as  Iris  promis- 
ing i>u'.!aw'  shall  wash  his  face  and  comb  his  soap-locks,  he  had  better  come 
boldly  out  of  his  hiding  places  like  an  honest  man  : 

besides  all  that,  we  now  have  it  pretty  well  understood  that  the  purposes 
and  id'jects  of  this  secrecy  haviiig  been  attained,  and  the  party  being  strong 
enough  to  sustain  itself,  the  veil  of  secresy  will  be  removed.’'' 

How  terribly  does  he  rap  Sara  over  the  knuckles  iu  the  following  handsome 
sentences,  redclenc  with  true  Amcricuii  feeling,  and  glowing  witdi  sound  Demo- 
cratic sentiiiient : 

I believe  t’rat  there  some  over  over-zealous  advocates  of  this  American 
party  [Mr.  Flournoy  i.s  .among  then}]  who  go  to  extreme  lengths,  such  as  pre- 
ventmg  the  immigration  of  foreigners  i)ut  and  out,  :md  repealing  the  natnrahza- 
tion  laws.  Now,  I am  in  Mvor  of  neither.  I do  not  understand  this  "\drgitiia 
Amenrin  parry  to  be  in  favor  of  either.  I say,  let  the  foreigners  come,  and  if 
1 could  rciiic-mbor  here,  1 w’Oiild  speak  over  again  that  speech  which  seemed  to 
have  been  admired  so  much  by  sotne  of  my  Demccratic  i'rleuds.  I would  s.'iy, 
let  them  come,  ami  forbid  them  not-—- the  industrious  and  pains-taking  Perman 
from  h:s  radcr  Pud,  the  gay  Frouchnian  from  the  fertile  pPiins  and  vine  clad 
Inlis  <d  ills  beautiful  France,  the  whole-souled  and  gallant  Irishman — -let  them 
cjme.” 

It  is  true,  that  Mr.  Patton  after  thumping  Sara  soundly  with  these  notable 
paragrnplis,  weijt  on  to  ] a’liate  the  fellow'’s  conduct  and  to  delicately  instruct 
him  Imw  to-  l>di:ive  himself  in  the  future  couduot  of  tlic  canvass.  YY  hope 
Sam  will  [irorP  by  the  advice,  and  take  Lis  instructor’s  lecture  iu  the  spirit  of  a 
Iru-^  penitent. 

Pot  him  take  Mr.  Patton’s  advice.  Let  him  throw  away  his  barbarous  ritual 
picked  u})  in  the  purlieus  of  New  York  city — come  out  from  his  secret  hiding 
places — cease  his  slang  about  the  unhtness  of  g''od  Chidsliaus  of  the  Catholic 
or  any  Chun-h  for  ofiice,  and  agree  to  recognize  merit  in  the  pains-taking  Per- 
man,  they  guy  Frenciiman,  and  the  whole-souled  Son  of  Erin.  Sara  will  then 
he  a g'-ntleman.  Hi.s  will  then  bo  a strong,  respectable  and  p''tenri:d  parry, 
nrde  to  etlect  gpood  ends  by  reputable  means.,  lie  will  then  have  reason  to 
chant  everi.'isting  hosannas  to  31  r.  Patton,  and  ih.at  gentleman  will  nut  only 
coifsent  to  be  his  counsel,  but  iiis  friend,  admirer  and  probably  his  boon  corn- 
paniuQ. 
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THE  NATIONALITY  OF  THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  IN  1855. 

The  uatianalify  of  the  democratic  party  in  1855  presented  a remarkable  and 
admirable  contrast  to  the  anti-slavery  fanaticism  of  the  Ktiov7  iNothing  party 
in  tlie  Northern  States.  In  every  free  state-  of  the  Union  the  Democrritic  party 
passed  resolutions  fearlessly  endorsing  the  Nebraska  anxl  Kansas  bills.  That 
there  may  bo  hereafter  no  mistake  upon  this  subject,  rve  publish  resolutioDS  of 
the  dcmo'.:raey  of  nearly  all  the  free  states  upon  the  vexed  qricstioDS  of  slavery 
and  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise.  They  ’were  collected  from  the 
principal  leading  newspapers  of  the  Union  during  the  Gunvass  in  Yirginia. 

Ohio. 

2?esoh-ecI,  That  the  light  of  the  people  to  govern  theniselves,  and  frame  their 
own  laws — a ]Tinciple  re-e-tablished  by  tlie  passage  of  the  act  to  organize,  the 
Territories  of  ivansas  and  Nebraska- — meets  our  corcbml  approbation,  anjd  we  de- 
clare our  determination  to  adiicrc  to  such  pririclple,  no  matter,  what  miserable 
subterfuge  our  onennes  triay  invent  to  cloak  their  opposition  to  it. 

Jvesolvefh  That  we  witncs.s  with  painful  feeling  the  formation,  of  a secret  po- 
litical orgardzution  in  this  Uniiui  under  the  name  of  “know  nothings/'  or 
“sons  of  the  sires  of  Mb/’  wiiosc  principles,  so  far  as  wc  can  judje,  being  an- 
ta  gonistic  to  the  liberal  principles  of  the  democratic  party,  and  if  carried  out, 
subversive  of  the  constitution  of  the  country,  merit  and  receive  our  unqualified 
condemnation. 

Illinois. 

The  democrats  of  Illinois,  lately  in  convention  assembled,  resolved  as  follows  : 

That,  abiding  by  tlse  free  spirit  of  our  constitution,  which  recog- 
nises no  religious  test  as  a qualiiicatiuu  for  ofliee,  and  proscribes  no  citizen  on 
account  of  the  place  of  i)is  wc  shall  ever  oppose  every  attemnf,  ’^vhetber 

open  or  secret,  to  cU-prive  our  ad-quetl  citizens  of  the  full  right  and  privilege  of 
liutive-born  citizens,  and  h dd  in  ahhorrence  the  recent  oruuuization  of  the 
“know  nothing''  society,  believing  their  design  to  be  fraught  with  evils  to  the 
country. 

That  our  liberty  and  independence  are  based  upon  the  rittbt  of  the 
people  to  form  for  themselves  such  governmorit  as  they  may  choose;  and  that 
the  great  privilege,  the  birthright  of  freodoa),  the  gift  of  heaven,  secured  to  us 
by  tlie  blood  of  our  ancestors,  ouglit  to  be  extended  to  future  generations,  and 
CO  lirnitatioQ  ought  to  be  apf  lied  to  this  powder  in  the  orgonizaiioii  of  any  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  8t>;tcs.  ot  il‘ber  a (eTritorial  government  or  :otatc  con.'jti- 
tutiim,  provided  the  governu'.ont  .-o  established  shall  be  republican,  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  constitution  of  the  ITiited  States. 

3'ennsylvania. 

Ak.sob.yo/,  Thaf:  we  adhere  as  firmly  as  ever  to  the  Compromise  of  1850  and 
the  platform  laid  down  by  the  N;ui''n:'d  Gotiveiiboii  of  185:1;  and  that,  in  t'iie 
passage  of  the  much  abu-^-oi  N-  vrn-ka  UU  of  185-1,  vvo  fail  t'>  discover,  as  is 
alleged  by  the  whig  pr-.,-.-.  aiiy  dtr  iiuure  from  the  principles  or  polici-  there  so 
strongly  and  patnotieally  ineulcitcd  by  the  wdsest  and  best  men  of  the  uafiou 
of  botdi  the  great  political  jarti'-s, 

Itcioicedj  That  u candidate  beloro  the  people  who  may  be  openly  or  secretly 
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to  tl.e  proscriptive,  intolerant  faction  commonly  called  ‘know  iiotning,’  is 
\)i) worthy  the  .su].port  of  any  democrat,  and  should  be  opposed  by  every  true 
friend  of  his  country,  of  every  i^arty  and  falils. 

Vermont. 

Jicsoh'-d,  That  the  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  by  Cong’iess  is  in 
S-triet  accordance  with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  principles 
of  scibyovernment  and  noii-iiuerventioa  by  Congress  in  the  domestic  concerDS 
of  the  States,  devised  by  the  framcis  of  our  govermneut. 

Del.ware. 

Rr^oJeaJ,  That  TT'esident  Pierce,  by  enforcing  economy  in  the  conduct  of  the 
various  departments  of  the  pabiie  service,  by  bringing  to  justice  persons  who 
had  plundered  the  treasury  under  the  preceding  udministration,  liy  vigorously 
enforcing  the  laws,  by  fearlessly  using  the  power  vested  iu  the  Evecuiive  by  the 
Gonstitutiou  for  the  arrest  of  improper  legislation,  and  by  lending  bis  iniiuenco 
and  wielding  his  p''ovcr  for  the  perpetuatioa  of  the  prirndple  of  the  CG’nipromise 
of  1S50  embodied  in  the  Nebraska  bill,  has  proven  himself  an  honest  man,  a 
faithful  public  oiliceiy  a sound  republican,  and  a sagacious  statesman. 

MlOJilGAN. 

Resolved^  That,  believing  the  interests  of  the  country  reepaired  the  speedy 
settlement  of  the  broad  expanse  of  territory  lying  between  the  western  States 
and  the  Pocky  mountains,  we  cordiaily  approve  of  the  establishment  of  territo- 
rial governments  in  that  region  ; and  that  Cougress,  iu  according  to  the  people 
of  the  Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas  the  right  to  fix  and  regulate  their 
own  demestic  institutions,  gave  us  the  strongest  proof  of  its  determination  to 
maintain  tho  great  republican  principle  of  the  Compromise  of  1850. 

^ hlASSACIIUSKTTS. 

Ii.’‘soh-c(I,  That  the  constitution  recognizes  the  principle  of  self-government 
and  the  power  of  the  people,  in  whatever  bond  united  with  each  other,  whether 
in  Scatc,  county,  towup  district  or  territory,  to  control  their  own  insiitutions  ; 
that  on  this  prin'cipde  alone  the  colonies  entered  upon  the  struggle  for  iri'.iepeii- 
dciice,  the  confederation  was  established,  and  the  federal  constiiutiou  adopted  ; 
that  only  by  a rigid  regard  for  this  prineiplo  can  sve  hope  to  preserve  our  liberncs 
against  usurpation,  rivalries,  and  anarebT  ; and  that  contiieocc  in  this  prin- 
ciple, old  as  our  country,  enforced  by  Jetl'erson,  sustained  by  Jackson,  leads  us 
to  look  with  pride  and  sati.sfaction  on  every  measure  of  the  admini.'tration  cal- 
culated to  give  it  a bold  and  uuniuehing  support,  removing  every  vestige  of 
federal  folly  frorii  our  legislation,  and  exteiadiuu  the  same  rights  and  ])rivilegcs  to 
new  States  and  Territories  which  were  claimed  by,  and  secured  to,  the  pei-pleoi 
Massachusetts  and  ail  her  sister  States  y/hen  they  were  united  iu  this  coulede- 
ratioD. 

Nenv  Jersey. 

7tVs'r>T.v;<:/,  That  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress,  w'ho  have  in  tlio 
Icgtishiiion  of  1S54  stoo  l by  the  e<nnpio,miise  m-:*  usui'cs  of  U:'50,  and  .s»>  man*ui1y 
maintained  the  right  of  ti.e  p.-oplc  of  the  rerritorles  to  make  the  he.vs  lolaticig 
to  their  domestic  concerns,  and  by  which  alone  they  are  to  be  g.o  erceu,  deserve 
the  approbation  and  high  commendation  of  the  lovers  of  tho  Luion  as  tailhtul 
servants  of  the  people  whom  they  represmic. 
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I^f’,soIvc(I,  That  tlic  national  course  of  the  ferleral  administration,  its  measures 
and  policy,  based  ns  they  arc  on  the  consiiiution,  and  recognising  as  they  do 
the  right's  of  the  St-.Jtes  and  the  principles  of  strict  constrnction,  ever  sacred  to 
democracy,  as  ’,vell  as  the  rights  of  AmiTieau  citizens  everywhere,  deserve  the 
high  couitncijdalion  and  cordial  support  of.  the  nation, 

L'p.!^ohc(l , That  we  wi'd  oppose  by  all  proper  means  any  candidate  for  ofbee 
wbo  fivors  the  repeal  or  modiiication  or  c’nnige  of  the  fugitive-slave  lave  pas^^cd 
ill  IShO,  ami  also  any  candidate  who  shall  favor  or  advocate  the  repeal,  change, 
or  liiodificatioa  of  the  right  of  the  j^jople  of  the  Territories' of  Nebraska  and 
Kansas,  or  any  other  Territory,  to  legislate  for  themselves  upon  all  subjects  not 
prohibited  by  the  coustitutiou  of  the  United  States. 

Indiana. 

3.  Besoh'ed,  That  the  removal  of  the  Missouri  restriction  — a measure  llnit 
has  stultillad  American  pretences,  innovated  the  constitution  of  our  country, 
that  was  conceive  at  the  shrine  of  an  unholy  ambition  for  the  “balance  of  politi- 
cal power/’  brought  forth  at  an  evil  hour,  when  might  rudely  cast  principle  in 
the  dust — i'-:  a theme  (.h.-serving  the  gra.tulaiions  of  all  mankind,  and  those  v;bo 
broogd.:t  forth  and  succcssfiiliy  carried  out  its  obliteration  merit  a meed  of  praise 
never  ending  and  without  bounds, 

4.  iNc'-Y-Tvn,/,  /k/aderr,  That  the  Nebraska-Kausas ’’  bill  as  passed,  is  a return 
(o  first  principle,  that  was  nnwi^'ely  violated,  and  pTces  the  soil  -iv’here  the  con- 
stitution found  it,  and  where  the  God  of  Nations  designed  and  ordered  it — to 
be  “iiihcriLcd”  and  governed  by  those  who  live  on  and  draw  their  subsistence 
from  it. 

5.  Resoh'nlj  That  in  thi.s  neiv  northern  party,  styled  “ republican,”  alias 
“ fiision,”  we  think  wc  sec  that  wbieb  threatens  the  Union  I A northern  party 
once  formed  and  succe-.>f!ii,  a correlative  soathern  party  must  of  necessity  fol- 
low; when  the  name  of  T nioii  would  bo  a.  moakery,  and  it  would  reinaiu  only 
in  the  memori  j.s  of  those  who  sur\ivc  it.  Called  by  whatever  name  such  a 
yeirfy  may  bo,  disunion  is  its  tendency,  and  it  therefore  merits,  and  sho'>jld 
receive,  the  unqualified  reprobation  of  every  American  and  lover  of  American 
institution.?. 

d,  ATsoh-eU,  That,  in  selcciing  a candidate  for  Conirrcss  in  this  district,  it  is 
ib.e  sense  of  this  meeting  that  such  a one  be  chosen  as  will  fullj/  reflect  the  veiws 
herein  set  Urth,  taking  high,  bold  ground  da  support  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
bdl  as  passed  ; and  that  our  delegates  to  the  congressional  convention  be,  and 
are  hereby,  instructed  to  act  accordingly. 

Iowa. 

/A.soA'cU,  That,  as,  in  the  acquisition  of  territory,  all  sections  of  tlie  X^nion  con- 
ti'ibured  their  proportion,  wlietber  the  purchase  was  made  in  blood  or  treasure, 
£0,  in  our  opinion,  ought  citizems  of  all  sections  of  the  XInion  have  the  right  to 
equal  participation  in  the  benefits  of  such  acquisition,  controlled  in  the  e.xercise  of 
their  rights  by  the  con.stitutioii  of  the  XTiited  States,  as  exemplified  by  the 
principles  of  the  Compromise  of  UboO,  and  as  carried  into  effect  by  the  Ne- 
braska bill. 

XX’ I SCON  SIN. 

/N.?vh-(:'7,  That  we  shall,  as  a measure  of  justice  to  the  North  and  the  Soutli, 
oppose  all  attempts  to  repeal  the  fugitive-slave  law — believing  that  the  repeal 
of  that  law  would  have  (lie  two-fdd  efthet  of  unjustly  depriving  the  vSouth  of 
her  property,  and  of  udJiug  largely  to  a population  whose  increase  in  the  North 
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liius-.  be  uoprccated  by  all  v'bo  do  not  desire  the  spread  of  licentiousness,  pau- 
jM  iisii!,  and  (‘rime. 

That  WO  recognise  in  the  Nebraska  inll,  the  fugitive-slave  law,  and* 
the  e.visting  laws  for  the  naturalization  of  foioigiiers,  the  leading  issues  in  the 
af’preaeliing  congressional  contest;  and  that  wo  hero  take  our  stand  tlru-dy  in 
}av(»r  of  tlicir  niainteuauee,  and  re(]uire.  our  candidate  to  defend  tlccm  before  thvi 

JiCO[>Ic. 

3Iaii,e. 

T'he  Aroostook  district  deiuoerats  passed  the  following  resolutions  at  Ibelr 
convention  at  Houlton,  hlaine,  on  the  ‘24th  : 

AVsohnv/,  That  the  doctrine  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  is  the  very 
]>asis  of  repub] icanism,  and  the  integrity  and  socimty  of  Slate  rights  the  only- 
safeguards  against  the  federal  tenets  of  consolidation.  . 

J^es.olccd,  That  the  adminisiration  of  President  Pierce  merits  the  nmlimtn- 
ished  couQdeoco  of  the  democracy,  and  his  striet-construetion  principles,  entitle 
biiu  to  exalted  rank  among  the  truest  defenders  of  the  coiistitiition. 

Npwv  Yoitjv. 

/Nso’yeu,  That  the  democra'.s  of  New  York  repeat  hero  the  expression  of 
their  unchangei  devotion  to  t!ie  principle:;  Qf  j,t,0  nation. i.l  democracy,  as  laid 
down  at  the  Paltimore  Convention  of  1852,  and  as  approved  by  the  united 
democracy  of  this  State  in  its  conveiuioris  since;  that  ive  rccogniso  in  that 
jihufonn  tlie  only  sure  foundation  of  a national  party,  and  the  only  hnivvark 
agai'nst  t’he  uniting  and  dangerous  agitation  of  scerionalism  on  one  side,  and  the 
insidious  encroachments  of  the  federal  powers  upon  the  rights  of  the  States  on 
the  other,  and  as  the  best  guarantee  that  a political  organizitioa  can  give  of  its 
fidelity  to  the  Union  and  the  eon.^tltution. 

ifc.'-o/r..;;.',  Tliat  wo  cousidor  t!ie  introdactioa  of  the  clause  in  the  Nebraska 
and  Kan.sas  bill  repealing  the  Missouri  (k.improniisc  as  inexpedient  and  nn- 
iiccc.ss.irj ; but  we  are  opposed  to  any  agitation  having  in  view  the  restoration 
of  that  line,  or  tending  to  promote  any  sectional  controversy  in  relation  thereto  : 
and  we  congratulate  the  country  that  the  results  to  grov;  oat  of  that  measure 
are  likely  to  prove  beneficial  to  the  p''ople  of  the  Territories  ; and  that  while  we 
maintain  eur  position,  that  opinions  in  regard  to  the  power  of  Congress  in  thi.s 
matter  are  not  te.sts  in  regard  to  democracy,  we  regard  the  act.  of  renunoiarimi 
by  Corigress  of  the  po'wer  it  .'uis  heretofore  exercised  over  tiie  subjects  as  the 
practical  snrrooiler  of  a formidable  function  on. the  pare  of  the  federal  govern- 
incnt,  and  the  accessir.m  of  a right  on  the  part  of  the  ineipmrit  sovcreigntie.s 
that  are  to  constitute  trie  States  of  the  Union,  the  exercise  of  which  can,  in  ail 
probability,  result  only  auspicioiisl}’  to  the  people  of  the  Territories  and  the 
peace  of  the  Union. 


-During  the  canvass  tbere  were  many  exceedingly  able  communications  pnb- 
li.shed  in  the  Examiner  and  Edtjuirer,  from  which  wo  extract  the  foIlowii-LX 
which  excited  much  attention,  and  was  widely  copied  by  the  press  cf  this 
State. 

KEASOXS  \V'1IY  1 AM  A DilMO(J.RAT  AND  NOT  A,  KN05V  NOTniNU. 

I presume  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  drata  of  the  5Vbig  party,  as  a natiooel 
pfifty,  unless  it  is  silently  lurking  in  the  secret  bed  of  Know  Notlaingisw. 


M' 


* , rt  V i I / 

:i!K'  »r-iM usmimm.’ 

f . t a ' J<5  no^O'iyuoo 

.wv^v 


^ i.T*if.no  ® »^>W^'S**u? 

!>luo  T**^’""'*T»  »i' -’"<T  .^.«WA 


•/rri 


Hmtl 


,uU,lu^  fca*  it^wraah  - 

.«^i^-JtJ4;«i^o  j,,(|_  m saornt  jluei  bs/tcju,  « Jii 

, ■«<  .,■  e,  'f  . - fi  ■ 


hf4hu  odi 
std)  m ^1{{ 

■J'ttt(  fi.t(f  -^Itf 

0lU  lidA 

•in  -f 


,.  ' »-  r’  r— W.  v-»*»v 

ot-f’^»mJo>fv.  tab-rnA  “‘»»««« 

’W tfi  «jf5}  i<f^j,w.wF-r 


kWl  V>  «#a,<j  »4,  MB,  fc„  *’““* 


dwdw  jpi: 


,Di£iB 


.ov^inTow  7/oiia  A tok^oka  TAaoo^aa  a*jKa  i YiivVtJKoeAaa 

j.c,«t=«  4 « .,h«4’,ri4v/  <*■" 


.% 


K 


m^< 


206 


This  icle  I a number  of  bold  atid  coDscieotious  in  the  country,  utterly 

repudiate  ; and  they  wouhl  despise  the  da}’  that  disci(esed  the  bict  of  a great 
national  paviy  being  concealed  in  the  v/oinb  of  Knovr  Nothingisni.  Iloweverj 
this  cannot  bo  doubted,  that  every  voter  who  p^ocs  to  the  polls,  in  May  next, 
will  vote,  not  directly  as  hVhig  or  Doujoerat,  but  as  Knovr  Nothing  or  anti- 
Kno’v  Nothing.  lie  who  wishes  a secret  policical  party  to  rule  this  free,  proud 
and  independent  nadon,  votes  for,  and  bo  vvlio  opposes  secret,  oath-b.ound  poli- 
tical .S'!K;leties,  against  Know  Nothingisrn,  The  one  votes  for  freedom,  the  orher 
for  tyranny.  Every  voter,  then,  should  stop  and  consider  well  before  he  casis 
hi.s  iriilucncc  at  the  ballot  box  in  favor  of  such  organizations  ; for,  when  schism, 
’persecution,  anarchy  and  blood.slieJ  result,  it  will  be  a poor  excuse  to  say,  I 
misunderstood,  the  object  of  my  vote.'"  Let  them  remember  that  eternal  vigi» 
lance  is  the  price  of  liberty,  and  that  freemen  should  always  be  on  their  guard 
foi  fear  of  being  carried  away  by  appearances,  aiid  tiiereby  bring  ruin  and  de- 
Ktruction  upon  this  happy  land.  For  the  old  Whig  party  every  one  entertained 
the  highest  opinion.  It  was  a noble  foe. — open,  hold,  generous  and  national — - 
a party  cou.secrated  to  hi.story  by  the  immortal  mind.s  of  ILimilton,  (a  foreign- 
er,) Clay,  Mmbster,  and  others  no  less  distinguished  in  vrar  or  in  peace.  This 
party  is  no  longer  in  existence — the  Jvnoio  Xotkingi^  have  ihllherotehj  murdered 
it  in  cold  blood,  and  desecrated  the  tombs  of  Clay  and  other  great  leaders  of 
the  popular  iiiind.  'Know  Nothingisrn  has  sv't’aUowed  it.  up  in  its  ari-capacious 
and  devouring  uiavv'.  What  say  the  Whigs  of  1840  ? \That  say  the  Clarp 
the-Web^ter,  the  Filhuere  M'higs  Mdicre  are  those  Whigs  who  have  repeat- 
edly declared  they  would  be  'WLiig.s  as  long  as  they  lived  Clh,  consistency 
is  3 jewel ; and,  to  preserve  your  coiisistency,  you  cannot,  forsake  your  old  party. 
But  you  join  the  Know  Nothings.  Then,  you  have  forsaken  your  old  p:iny,  cr 
recognize  in  tins  ne  w scerr/t  society  the  former  \V  big  p>arty.  Vfhich  '(  There 
is  a number  of  VCl  ig.s,  who,  if  tiiey  knew  that  their  old  party  had  become, 
inetamorphosed  into  this  new  part}',  would  despi.se  the  very  name  of  Know 
Notaingism  as  lor.yg  as  they  lived. 

The  great  contest,  then,  hereafter,  in  the  country,  will  be  between  the  Bem- 
oeranc  party  and  t.be  Know  Nothing  organization.  The  old  \Thig  party  tvill 
divide  between  the  two—~soine  going  one  way,  and  some  another.  I propose  to 
give  a short  expose  of  the  principles  and  condition  of  the  two  leading  partie.s, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  vshowing  wherein  they  difler,  and  wherein  they  agree. 

KNOW  ^■OT^INGIS^r  VERSUS  THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY. 

The  true  origin  of  this  Know  Nothing  party  is,  of  course,  unknown  ; but,  I 
presume,  there  is  lUO  doubt  ot  its  bavinir  been  born  among  the  ahoiiiion  and 
corruption  of  the  North,  aided  by  disjppointed  ofUce-seekers,  who  wished  a pro- 
inotioa  to  some  onice  in  the  country.  l.Iowever,  the  place  of  its  birth  is  of  no 
importance.  It  is  enough  to  know  its  prineif'le.s,  its  objects,  its  workin::s  and 
its  fruits,  and,  from  these,  we  cm  j'ldge  of  its  character  and  destiov.  Of  the 
Democratic  party,  the  whole  country  imde-stand.s  its  principles,  and  knows 
perfccliy  well  what  it  h.as  done  ; an-1  its  proud  achievements  are  marked  on  the 
map,  undi  its  ghtry  bounded  by  the  glrmy  of  the  country.  YTbat  a difference 
between  the  t'wo  I Look  at  the  coRtrast,  I The  last  i.s  open,  bold  and  f,*ar]ess 
in  all  it  does  and  thinks  ; the  first,  secret,  timid  and  fearful.  The  ono  di'seus- 
scs  the  important  Uiatters  cf  .State  bel'jre  the  worM,  the  other  plots  wlierc  none 
can  see  or  liear.  The  .mi  uabosoms  U.-elf  to  its  foe,  and  challeruic.s  refutation 
a'ud  argument  before  the  m’oreigii  varts  of  the  land;  the  oth.'r,  like  ?•  snake 
in  he  gra>.^,  is  .-iy,  s?'<eaking  and  cunnine,  watching  a favorable  opportunity  to 
leap  upon  its  adversary,  ai'd  do  it  a fatal  injury  by  inflicting  its  poisonous  fing. 
The  acts  and  views  of  the  one  are  open  fur  attack  from  any  (juarter;  the  otln  .r, 
conscious  of  its  weakness;  binds  ihs  members  under  saciije^ious  oaths  not  to 
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it.s  proceedings  to  tlie  public.  Tlie  one  is  an  open,  bold,  independent 
fv  ,* ; i' e n!hor  (-rouclies,  sueabs  and  deceives.  V/liicdi  do  you  prcibr  ? 
lint  1 object  (0  tue  Know  Nothing  party — 

/’Vr.-Y.  }],  rnxno  1 heAi<‘V)(i  - ii  contrarx/  io  the  sxp  'n't  of  ilic  CousU'lut/Gxi.  Wliat 
.•■avs  tl'.c  < bnis'itulion  ?'  What  says  the  Know  Nothing  Constitution?  }.et  us 
eomran:  (he  in  : 


of  (he  United  States. 

Art.  \'l.  No  icligious  test  shall  ever 
be  r r- . 1 n i r e d a. s a (\ u a 1 i fi c a 1 1 o n f c r n ?? ?/ 
olTioc  ef  public  trust  under  this  govern- 
laent. 

Constitution  of  Tirpinia. 

See.  XV.  “No  man  sludl  be  coin- 
pelled  to  frequent  or  support  luiy  re- 
ligirejs  vrorsHp,  place  or  minis  tiy 
whatever;  nor  shall  any  man  be  en- 
forced or  restraiDed,  molested  or  bur- 
thcimd  in  his  body  or  goods,  or  other- 
V'-isc  sujfrr,  on  account  of  his  rcligioii.s 
opinion  or  Lelief ; but  all  men  shall  be 
free  to  profess,  and  by  argument  to 
inaiutain,  their  opinions  in  matters  of 
religion,  and  the  same  sir.ti.L  in  mo 
WISE  AFFECT,  mMINISH  Oii  ENLARGE 
TLIEiU  CIVIC  CAi'ACITIES.^' 


Know  Kothing  (Jonstitution. 

Art.  III.  “The  object  of  this  or- 
ganization shall  be  to  re.sist  the  imsid- 
ious  policy  of  the  Church  of  Rome, 
and  other  foreiepa  influences  against  the 
institutions  of  the  country,  hg  jdacin./ 
in  all  ojjices  in  the  gift  of  the  pcojdc^ 
nr  hjj  appointmeni,  none  but  nmice 
lorn  rilOTESTANT  cithciu.” 

Know  Af thing  oath. 

“ You  furthermore  promise  and  de- 
clare that  you  will  not  vote  nor  give 
your  influence  for  any  mau  for  any  of- 
flee  in  the  gift  of  the  people, . imlcss 
he  be  an  American  born  citizen,  in 
favor  of  Americans  ruling  Aiiiierica, 
NOR  IF  HE  BE  A ROMAN  CATHOLIC'.^’ 

Again  : “ You  solemnly  and  sincere- 
ly swear,  that  if  it  may  be  done  legally, 
you  will, , when  elected  to  any  odlce, 
remove  all  foreigners  and  Roman  Ca- 
tholics from  office;  and  that  you 
WILL  IN  NO  CASE  APPOINT  SUCH  TO 
orncE/^ 


fl'he  direct  and  irreconcilable  antagonism,  betwmen  the  Federal  and  State  Cen- 
stilutions  and  the  Constitution  and  Ritual  of  Know  Nothingisra  is  palpable  to 
the  plainest. understanding.  The  objects  and  declarations  of  this  Order  conflict 
not  only  with  the  abstract  principles,  but  with  the  actual  provisions  of  the  go- 
vernment. Know'  Nothingisrn  doe:s  proscribe  a religiou.s  test  as  o qualilication 
to  efrice.  K’uow  Notiiingisin  does  molest  and  burthen  men,  and  does  diminish 
tbcir  civil  capacities  on  account  of  their  religion. 

For  tlii.s  reason,  then,  I object  to  the  Ivnow  Nothing  party. 

S‘  > '‘/’.d.  J ohjeet  to  the  Kaam  Kothing  part:,'  he.cause  of  its  Goths.  I liad  al- 
way-.  thought  it  clearly  established  that  extra  judicial  oaths  were  anti  republi- 
can, arui  Scriptural,  unchristian  and  opposed  alike  to  sound  policy  an-l  lavr,  hu- 
inaii  an  I diurie.  The  great  Author  of  the  Oiiristian  religion  lias  said,  “'swear 
not  at  all,  neither  by  heaven,  nor  by  tbe  earth,  nor  by  thy  own  head,  for  then 
CAumt  not  make  one  hair  white  or  black  ; but  let  your  commnnication  be 
Yea;  n;iy,  uay  ; for  whateoever  is  more  than  (his  comefh  ef  evUC  Learned  di- 
vines and  commentators  of  c-verv  persuasion  concur  in  interpreting  this  pas.uige 
I'A  a complete  prohibition  of  all  volurir^iry  oath.s,  and  in  placing  fhose  who  d-'lb 
berm^dy  take  an  catb,  exoept  under  the  authority  of  the  State  or  C'iMire!'.  \.;mj 
the  same  footing  with  profane  swearers  and  bl.isphenicrs.  TYhy  have  cailm? 
is  it  hecau.se  you  believe  every  person  prone  to  tell  a falsehood,  and  you  vvi;di  to 
pr'Vvnt  it.  It  is  a solemn  thing  to  take  an  oath.  And  it  has  1 mg  bcc-n  uis- 
cusicd  vrhether,  in  a court  of  justice  even,  oaths  were  not  contrary  to  the  divine 
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law.  If  there  is  a doubt  hero,  snroly  every  hidividual  should  bo  cxcecdlng]y 
careful  how  he  swore  in  unintportaiit  i))attcrs,  or  in  matter.?  v/here  there  i.s  no 
nocos.'ity  for  ouths.  Is  not  inarrioL^e  a solemn,  important  and  binding  institu- 
tion ? ^'vhy  are  not  oaths  adniiid-tered  hero  ?— un-  fim  slniple  reason,  they  are 
iinscrtjfturaL  Is  not  the.  right  of  baptism,  joining  the  ehurcli,  and  oruinotioii 
of  miriistcr.-,  serioirs  and  imj-ortarit  a.ots  ? Why  are  not  oaths  required  here  ? — 
for  the  simple  reason,  they  are  jnt.srrf/ilnral.  Is  the  reader  aware  that  courts  of 
iustice  in  our  land  have  already  d--cided  that  a Know  Nothing  is  an  inviompc- 
terit  juror  to  try  the  life  of  a Catholic  foreigner,  and  this  because  of  tim  oath 
that  tiie  Know  Nothing  organization  impo.scs  upon  its  members.  Is  it  possible 
that  tlil.s  is  true — tliat  the  oath  of  a Know  Nothing  prevents  him  from  doing 
justice  to  a fellow  being  ? And  is  tills  tiie  organiziition  that  ministers  of  the 
gosj'cl  defend  y Is  this  the  party  that  is  to  rule  our  country?  Gov.  Vdrignr, 
of  Indiana,  left  the  Metboai:-,t  church  because  the  man  sent  to  minister  to  him 
31)  Jioli/  things  was  a Know  Nothing.  Do  you  blame  him?  'W'hcn  the  clergy 
begin  to  turn  Know  Nothing.s,  ihmy  will  find  many  more  of  their  liock  ',*’ho  will 
turn  their  backs,  not  upon  ihc  House  of  God,  Lui  upon  the  prostitution  of  the 

prrJpit. 

Thirdhn  I ohjerf  to  tlie  Knoir  KtjJdnp  jycvrfi/  he  cause  cf  its  sccrcp/.  bChy 
secret?  VdonlJ  vsu  be  a.>hauied  for  the'act.s  and  proceedings  of  your  rneetiiigs 
to  be  exhibited  bcKhe  the  scrutinizing  gaze  of  the  world?  If  so,  you  acknow- 
leufre  error  and  shaino  for  your  cmidiuct.  Do  yen  wi:.h,  and  is  it  the  object  of 
the'^ornaaizatioii  t<>  break  down  tim  Democratic  paity?  If  so.  you  should  ac- 
knowledge it,  and  not  declare  otherwise  to  the  candid  would,  for  this  is  gross 
deception.  Is  your  ohqoet  spoils  or  self-promction  ? If  so,  you  are  corrupt. 
Is  it  your  object  to  purify  and  purge  the  politics  of  the  d;iy,  and  to  defeat 
calitv  and  dcTnaoogucism  ? If  s?,  your  object  is  good,  but  you  will  find  it.  a 
hard  task.  The  Democratic  party  has  tried  to  do  this,  and  has  only  partiaHy 
succeeded.  Tlie  Vfibig  party  could  not  do  it.  And  hovr  do  you  expect  to  ac- 
compH.;h  such  a work?  If  you  claim  the  power  to  alter  the  human  heart  and 
passions,  and  cr.n  succeed  in  doing  ,so,  you  will  do  more  than  the  Christian  reli' 
giou  itself  can  do  after  many  centuries  hard  labor.  You  can  tn/  to  prevent  it; 
so  does  the  Democratic  jKO'-ty  fr>/  to  prevent  them  bodi.  Man  is  stitl  noni 
wherever  you  find  him,  and  wh.erever  you  find  him  fJiere  you  will  find  both 
‘‘ demagoc-ueism  and  rascality. ” I ruesume  the  Know'  Nothings  are  vioi  ; if 

so,  YOU  vtiii  find  as  many  J'0..ua.:oi{uc.s,  ofilcc  seekeics  and  ra,scals  among  them  as 
in  any  other  party,  and  probably  more,  for  they  have  h‘lt  the  Democratic  n.errj 
and  joined  the  new  rur'y,  bclioving  it  icili  soon  have  Gio  ‘Heaves  and  fir-hes’' 
tf)  di.'tribute.  It  is  true,  the  Knovs'  Nothings  may  crjj  to  prevent  these  evils; 
but  if  they  say  they  can,  tlirv  art;  supeiinr  to  the  Chriitian  religion,  and  they 
can  perform  works  of  siipererug.iri5n.  'Wherever  man  i.s,  there  is  eorruptiim, 
vice,  intri'jue  and  rascality.  AA  hat  all-secing  Jupiter  h-.:ve  tlmso  Know  Nothings 
found  who  can  tell  at  first  view  wliether  a man  is  a dnm.agogue  or  not?  V/hat 
crucible,  what  purifying  procv,'>  have  they,  through  which  a man  passes  ani 
then  couics  tbrth  pure,  ineoiTupti tile  and  undefiled?  It  is  sheer  nonsen.sc  to 
claim  such  a power.  But  why  did  you  join  them?  Are  you  an  ofilce  seedier? 
Then  alway.s  o' a(jPj,Q^|,2dge  the  con;."  ])id  you  join  from  curiosity?  i’Hur 
motive  then  was  vrrong,  and,  being  satisfied,  you  .^houid  immediately  amcml 
your  act.  Did  you  join  without  duly  con.sidcring  its  aim  and  tendency  upon 
i)ur  Constitution,  our  rights,  or  interests? — or  wichoiit.  f hiriy  con.^iderlng  its  ef- 
fect.s,  its  acts  or  it.s  fruits?  If  s^,  you  are  still  v.roufq  ami  have  aih'iwjd  some 
one  ble.'-scd  (or  rat’uer  cnr.set;)  \ ith  a litth)  gift  of  gab  to  ta.ke  ad.vaTir,.g  - cf 
your  ignorance  and  weakne.'S.  .ifnw  <io  you  know  tliat  tliis  has  not  been  A no 
in  your  case  merely  for  ilm  ['Urposo  ot  electing  some  demagogue  to  office,  ll  -.ve 
you  joined  them  to  ^or-ure  your  el>'ctif'U  to  Congro.s.s,  the  J.<eg:-Iui>re,  magistraeyq 
clerksliip,  constabiesnip,  or  to  be  cdectcd  as  u director,  stc.waril,  coilectoiq  treasu- 
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rrr  or  to  any  office  of  any  kind  ? Tlieri  always  proclaim  it  openly  nnd  bol.dly, 
:r:«!  nf'\cr  sa y u:raiii  you  intend  to  put  down  demagogues  or  o/nce  sc{7,r./‘s.  d'liis 
is  C'U'Vuptioa  />cr  -sc.  'I'here  is  not  one  in  the' Know  .Neuhing  organization  who 
w ill  s.i  y ur  ackuow'ledge  that  he  is  an  office  scelmr  ; yet  wm  cnnlidently  htli':‘ve 
there  ;u'C  more  office  seekers,  and  more  corruption  inside  the  pale  of  this  party 
t!\an  out  (d'  i*-,  including  all  classes,  of  all  ages. 

Jhntwhv  so  seert't.-  is  it  because  you  fear  that  great  disgrace  and  ignominy 
will  hcroafter  cluftter  around  the  very  name  of  Know  Kotliing  ? Ah!  tliis  is 
the  ^rue  secret  of  all  .the  secrecy  of  this  secret  organization.  'Well,  T am  in- 
clinr.d  to  think  with  you,  and  by  all  means  enjoin  secrecy,  profoiind  secrecy,  to 
save  the  good  name  in  after  years.  There  is  a.  clitierence  between  the  secrecy  of 
Know'  Nothings  and  tho-'C  meetings  usually  called  caucuses.”  About  the  |)ro- 
cee dings  of  the  Ortt  you  Can  find  out  noth.ing  ; in  the  case  of  caucuses,  any 
inc-mber  will  tell  what  was  clone,  and,  indeed,  the  entire  proceedings  arc  usually 
puhlished.  In  the  first  case,  the  secre.'y  coe/fnne.s,  in  the  last,  it  is  lewporary , 
and  its  acts  in  a .shore  ume  are  known  to  the  world.  There  is  also  a marked  di-:- 
tiitcfioii  between  Know  Ah;'thingism  on  the  one  hund,  and  alasonry  or  Odd  hi  ]- 
low.^hip  on  the  other.  The  hrst  is  political,  the  last  arc  not.  'What  is  dmie  in- 
ai  le  the  iirst  Vciw  in  ueri.illy  a.Teets  the  outsider,’'  by  throwing  bum  out  of 
office.  What  is  phjtted,  ]-.laniied,  and  done  inside  tin?  Know  Nothings  ah 
Acts  materially  the  wishfs  and  rights  -:/f  him  who  does  not  b'dong  to  the  orga- 
nizition.  _ .Do  cou  not  ihrust  liini  out  of  ufficc,  and  this,  too,  when  he  may  i-e 
depcnrlent  upon  the  very  proceeds  and  profits  of  this  cuffiee  for  daily  susteiiancc 
fur  himself  and  family?  Is  mjt  tens  hard?  'When  he  meets  you  in  the  street 
and  shakes  you  warmly  by  the  hand,  be  places  his  confidence  in  your  fricnd.-diip, 
wldlc  all  the  time  you  may  be  c-onriecrcd  witb  a secret  organization  ai'ling  to  de- 
prive him  of  his  office,  and  conseriuenfly  of  his  daily  si^t'pbus  of  food  and  clo- 
tiiing.  D'.n,-s  not  ibis  tend  to  engender  ill  feelings  in  society,  in  the  same  fami- 
ly, and  to  Ic.ssen  the  confidence  of  ruan  in  his  fellow  man?  In  Odd  ]’eliow.^hip 
you  d-.i  ?-ot  do  ihis,  but  exactly  the  reverse,  for  you  aim  in  this  organization  to 
benefit  and  help  your  friend.  How  can  you  then 

Carry  smiles  and  surisnine  on  your  Dee 

Vfhen  discontetu  sits  heavy  at  your  heart?” 


fo  llie  JCnoio  K'fthing.^  of  flieir  opposition  io  iJi>i 

Ciithu'/ios.  It  is  something  rumarkablo  that  the  basis  primuples  of  the  Arne- 
ricin  parly,”  as  publiffimd  and  scarterod  throughout  tins  Stare,  does  not  uven 
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bo  remembered  too,  that  this  same  Pope,  conecruing  ^vhorn  so  much  is  said,  lias 
■to  keep  a foreiga  arra)  arouud  him  to  prevent  his  Catholic  subjects  from 
Jetbroning  him;  and  yet  the  cry  is,  “ the  power  of  the  Poped'  England,  of 
all  other  countries,  should  fear  the  Pope,  if  he  does  assume  the  right  to  alter 
govornuicuts  or  dethrone  kings  ; and  ycl,  Enghuid  has  tried  to  disfranchise  the 
Catholics  in  the  realm.  She  has  done  so,  but  after  several  years’  experioucc 
she  came  to  the  conclusion,  that,  the  Catholics  were  as  good  citizens  as  the  Pro- 
tcstaiits:  and  upon  bringing  the  Emancipation  Pill  before  Parliament,  the 
ablest  Protestants  in  both  house^s  advocated  its  passage,  and  by  a large  majority 
ihc  Catholic  siih'jects  were  relieved  of  their  civil  disabilities.  On  this  occasion 
the  Catholic  religion  uodervrent  the  severest  scrutiny.  The  committee  on  the 
part  of  I^arliameut  suininoned  a large  miniber  of  Cafliolic  priests,  professoi.s  in 
colleges,  and  intelligent  lay  members,  before  them,  by  whom  the  teniporal  or 
civil  power  of  the  Pope  was  absolutely  denied.  Alexander  I’ope,  the  poet,  and 
a Catholic  hj  profession,  uLso  denied  it.  The  Pope  hiiuself  was  written  to,  and 
lie  denied  it  as  Iteing  a pa.rt  of  the  Catholic  creed.  A fe\y  days  since  3Ir. 
Chandler,  in  Congress,  whom  the  Nalioiial  InieUii/encer  last  year  considered  a 
man  of  the  highest  character,  also  deni-cd  it  upon  thiO  lioor  of  Congress,  and 
read  extracts  fi'un  many  Catholic  w-orks,  conclusively  .^hewing  that  they  do  not 
recognize  it  as  a part  of  their  creed  to  interfere  with  matters  of  government. 

Put  .suppose  the  Catholics  do  advocate  the  union  of  Clmrch  and  Stc.te,  and 
that  they  are  tryiiHr  to  got  possession  of  this  country.  The  idea  is  still  whim* 
sieal  and  absurd.  This  country  was  discovered  ia  149’2,  and  at  that  time  there 
was  neither  a Catholic  nor  Protestant  in  the  country.  A.t  present  (1855)  the 
ponulati'.-*!'!  of  the  country  is  24,000,000.  Prop  4,000,000  for  slaves,  and  we 
still  have  20,000,000  of  w’hitos.  'JTicrc  are  1,570,000  Catholics  in  the  country, 
which,  taken  from  the  20^.0u0,00O,  leaves  over  18,000,000  of  anti-Catholi-cs,  or 
those  opposed  to  the  Catholics.  Since  the  discovery  of  the  country  to  the  present 
tiirm,  oG5  years  have  passed.  Then,  in  305  years,  the  Protestants  or  anti-Catholics 
have  increased  to  13,t!nO,00O,  and  the  Catholics  to  only  1,500,000.  If  then,  they 
continue  to  increase  in  tlie  same  ratio,  oo5  years  hau:e  there  will  be  bG,000,000 
of  pcoj.'le  oppo.ood  to  the  Catboli'j  Cliurch,  and  only  3,500,000  of  Catholics. 
Po  the  Enow  Noihlnos  fear  the  Catholics  when,  in  <Jtree  lunulrcd  and  si:riy-di'c 
year.<  Junre,  tlic  hhitLiol’iCs  vnli  ninnber  onlv  3,500,0('0,  and  the  anti-Cathoiics, 
*u‘  thos  i opfiostd  V>  iJu'  C'ldiolic  Churdi,  will  amount  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
lldrty-six  millions  1'  Tiicse  facts  might  be  enlarged  on,  but  we  deem  them  suf- 
ficient. 

Fijik. — I am  opposed  to  the  Enow  Xothings  because  they  have  a 2~>ciT*y  irifh 
ordy  one  principle,  and  that  aa  adject ionahie  prinrijile.  As  before  remarked, 
this  Catholic  question  is  the  only  prinrdplo  of  this  new  party,  and  this,  I en- 
deavoured to  show'  in  the  last  paragre.ph,  was  utterly  untenable  and  wdiimsical, 
as  well  as  uncbristi.an  and  aiiti-rcpubliean.  In  regard  to  the  otlier  resolutions 
laid  down  in  their  piatfurm,  they  are  either  assumed  or  borrowed  from  od;er 
parties,  and  the  Know  Nothings  nave  no  right  to  claim  them  as  exclusive  pro- 
perty. X^or  instance,  take  the  sixth,  which  reads  thus  : 

That  the  Pible  in  the  hands  of  every  'Tee  citizen  is  the  only  perinanont 
basis  of  true  liberty  and  genuine  eciUtiili ty."' 

Have  the  Know  Xcchings  a right  to  claim  thi.=:,  and  .sav  that  every  other  party 
denies  the  happy  infiuenc  * of  t!,>e  Piile  on  ‘Miborty  and  genuine  eoualitv.”  It 
cannot  be  a pn 'mir’e  self:  v their  s until  S'jiue  other  party  d'Uiics  it  ; tor,  if  h'  tu 
pa  lies  .V'aopt  it  aiid  claim  its  niiiity,  it  is  a priucipio  of  loth  parties — comimm 
to  joth — and  ucithcr  has  tljc  cxchmive  riyht  of  property.  Now,  1 would  ask, 
when  did  the  Ilemocnatic  party  cvcjuobjec:  to  or  deny  thi^i  principle  ? ll'liy  it 
lias  never  been  denied  by,  liie  Pemocr.itie  party  at  all;  but  tliis  party  looking 
npcu  it  as  a common  principloj  has  neYcr  thought  ju'Opcr  to  incorporato  it  in  its 
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platform,  do  more  than  a resolntion  tliat  every  master  should  rule  !.iis 
sl.ivc,  and  that  the  vslave  should  not  rule  the  master;”  or  that  a man  can  look 
njfon  the  sky  or  his  Wite  if  he  chooses.”  These,  too,  would  be  good  prlucipies, 
hut  they  are  the  prineiplc.s  common  to  every  freemaD.  Hat,  again,  1 sl'.ou’d 
like  to  know  liov:  it  is  that  the  members  of  the  Know  Nothing  order  care  more 
ar>out  the  Hible  than  other  persons,  outside  of  the  organization,  who  have  id- 
Yv'c-vs  been  members  of  the  Church.  Irreligious  skeptics  inside  the  cigra riiz a ti on. 
and  some  of  v.diom  are  regardless  of  the  Jiiblc,  and  yet  they  eare  more  rbout  it 
them  an  outsider  of  some  Christian  persuasion.  No  ; the  triUh  is  thi.s  : it  is  as 
much  one  party’s  principle  as  the  other’s— as  much  Whig  or  Democrafic  as 
Know  Nothing,  and  as  iimch  mine  as  theirhs. 

So  it  is  with  other  ]'riocipIes  in  the  platform.  They  do  not  belong  to  tlic 
Know  Nothing  any  more  than  to  the  Democratic  party.  Some  of  them,  indeed, 
are  taken  from  the  Democratic  creed.  As,  for  instance,  religious  frerdom,” 
and  State  ilights.”  Who  wrote  the  celebrated  act  of  religious  freedom  in 
\drginia  ? The  father  of  the  Dcmocr.atic  party.  'W’^hich  party  has  for  years 
been  strugc’ling  for  the  true  doctrine  of  State  Ilights  ? The  Democrutio  pari.v. 
Each  article  in  the  platform  maj'  he  discussed  in  the  same  way._  As  wo 
“ availabiiity,  Ked  Kepublicaulsm,  demagogueism,  and  corruption,” — die 
Democratic  party  has  been  trying  to  prevent  these  evils,  and  as.  the  peov.lr* 
become  more  enlightened  and  virtuous,  we  may  expect  a reform,  and  not 
thou.  These  evils,  are  already  festering  like  an  uiccr  upon  the  face  of  Km.-v 
Nothingism,  As  rogc.rds  the  ‘^  ?m??-union  of  C’nurch  and  State,  the  doctrine  of 
State  llight.s,  and  the  education  of  th.e  people,” — they  form  a part  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic creed  and  rraetice,  snd  olw’ays  have.  Indeed,  on  some  of  these  n dv’.^ 
the  platform  is  objectionable,  because  it  does  Tiot  go  f<ir  cnoiujli^  ami  is  r;  u. 
sufficiently  explieitghe  good  and  neriuin<’.  Deniocrary,  Vv'hy,  then,  join  ;>  .secret 
organization  under  sacreligious  oaths  ? Why  dodge  around  the  corners  at  night, 
or  run  across  tlie  streets  through  the  mud,  to  avoid  being  seen  on  c^mn.-ii 
niudifs?  Tins  is  noble,  high-born  and  chivalrous.  Is  it  not  '!  This,  no  dnuht, 
is  one  of  dan,  heonli.es  of  Know  Xothinyism.  What  you  do^  do  openly  and 
above  board  like  a roan. 

In  regard  to  foreigoer.s  and  the  voting  laws,  twodhirds  of  the  Know  Nothings 
disagree  with  their  platform; — soroe  want  21  years  previous  residence,  and 
some  14,  and  soma  v-ish  to  keen  foreigners  out  of  the  country  altogctln'r. 
I pon  this  subject  members  of  the  Democratic  party  also  differ — some  for  21 
some  for  14,  some  for  10,  and  .some  prefer  that  the  foreigner  should  he 
allowed  to  vote,  but  not  hold  office;  still  the  party  is  willing  to  discuss  the  sot- 
ject  bcToie  the  people  on  the  hustiu'r.-i  and  in  our  legishidve  halls,  and  us:  ihe 
majority  of  the  people  think  best,  they  are  willing  tc.  sanction.  Here  1 must 
be  more  explicit.  Naturalization  merely  confers  the  right  of  tran-miitt!Lg 
property,  serving  on  jury,  sue  and  be  sued,  and  the  pledge  on  the  part  of  the 
government  for  protection.”  I preinune  no  one  wili  .^-ay  that  the  honest  an  i 
good  foreigner  sinnild  not  be  natiu-nfi-ed  for  21  years.  This  would  be  cruvi 
and  nnbumane.  Five  years  previous  re.sidenee  vshouM  entitle  him  to  the  righ:i 
of  naturaliz:it)on.  This  right  of  pa.s.sirjg  “ a uniform  rule  of  • naturai.hnuivn 
belongs  to  Corigress,  though  the  .States  sometime.s  confer  noon  .a  forciLn.ier  ."m.ce 
of  the  privileges  of  naturalization  even  before  he  has  been  naturalized  by  <'  ;n 
gres.s.  But,  in  regard  to  the  voting  power,  this  i.s  granted  only  by  the  rerm^  ’'f 
the  constitution  in  our  State,  and,  to  alter  the  law,  a eonventiou  mu.-t  I'c  licil 
and.  the  cr.nstitution  altered,  t claim  to  bo  a idenu.crat  in  the  .strict  m' 

t lO  word,  and  yet  I wouM  favor  a law  of  tiiis  kind  ! Five  ycar.-^  p“e^■.•■..'l  :■  :-4- 
denee  shouM  bo  rc'  juirod  before  the  rights  of  naturalization  should  be  C'jnl-,  ! red 
on  a foreigner.  He  .should  not  be  cdlowed  to  vote  at  all  unless  lie  c.ame  to  ih'.s 
. emuntry  bedore  ho  w'as  2)  years  of  age;  ami  those  who  came  beture  that  ,igc 
lAoui'j  be  required  1 { yo.ars  prcviou.s  residence.”’  I take  il  as  a eornpromhe 
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Lolwccu  7 and  21,  and  ttink  tliat  a snfTicient  length  of  time.  On  this  point 
some  I’cmocrats  inay  rie'reo  vrith  me  and  sonm  disagree,  and  they,  like  n'vsalf, 
•are  willing  to  leave  the  whole  subject  open  fur  di.scussion  before  the  people,  ami 
fur  their  aciiun.  This  question  of  naturalization  and  voting  is  a (joestion  of 
expediency,  and  is  similar  to  the  one  ugit;itcd  in  the  late  lleionn  Convention, 
by  both  kVhigs  and  Peinocrats.  I mean  wldte  and  mixed  basis.’’  It  was  a 
(|aestion  for  the  people,  and  not  a party  issue,  for  the  sim^de  reason  that  dif- 
torent  individuals  en'erfedned  diiierimt  views  on  the  subject  in  the  same  part3u 

;SV./7/o — 1 object  to  Know'  Xolhingism  because  it  practices  a general  .system 
of  deception  in  the  community.  I have  long  since  determined  never  to  Uik  a 
iiian,  are  you  a Know  Xothing?”  unless  I am  quite  certain  he  does  not  belong 
to  the  council.  And  for  this  reason,  that  if  he  does  belong  to  tliehi,  be  will 
j-eply,  1 dou’i'knowmrnything  about  them,’’  or  some  other  similar  equivocal 
expre.-sion,  which  1 regard  as  contrary  to  the  principles  of  honor  and  the  Bible: 
and  the  individual  who  does  thus  equivocate  commits  a ]:nov:a  posit  ire  sin. 
‘\7hcn  asked  the  question,  the  Ivnow  iNotliing  well  knows  rny  meaning,  and  by 
equivocating  he  emphatically  deceives  me  ; and  wliat  is  deception  ? Answer  it 
in  your  consciences.  1 dare  assert  it,  as  my  opinion,  that  few  persons  who  do 
not  belong  to  this  new-  party  ever  believe  one  word  another  says  in  regard  to 
the  Know  Xothings,  even  if  the  Know  Kotbing  belongs  to  the  Church.  This 
is  hard,  but  it  is  truo,  as  tlio  reader  well  knows.  1 regret  it. 

Tills  ];osition  might  be  fortified  by  scriptural  quotation.=^,  and  by  extracts  from 
learned  writer^  on  the  subject,  but  it  would  take  up  too  much  space.  One 
sentence,  however,  from  Dr.  ^V'a)’]and,  who  says  : 

^'Tlie  obligation  to  veracity  does  not  depend  upon  the  idght  of  the  inquirer 
to  know  the  tru'h.  Did  our  obligation  depend  upon  this,  it  would  vary  with 
every  person  with  whom  we  conversed  ; and  in  every  case,  before  speaking,  we 
sh.cakl  be  at  liberty  to  measure  the  extent  of  our  neighbor’s  right,  and  to  tell 
him  the  truth  or  falsehood  accordingly.  You  cannot  do  that  which  God  has 
forbidden.’’ 

Members  of  the  church  especially  shouhl  guard  themselves.  I do  not  believe 
that  the  Know  Xothings  intend  wrong,  but  in  the  excitement  of  party  spirit 
and  useles'- enthusiasm,  tiiey  have  overlooked  this  point.  A word  to  the  wise 
is  sulTicient. 

Srvni>h.—\  objeet  to  ]vno;w  Kothingism  because  it  prevents  a free  exercise 
of  voting.  The  elective  francliise  is  the  birthright  of  freemen.  Its  free  and 
uo!X;.strained  use  is  the  pallad’um  and  only  security  to  our  liberties  and  institu- 
tions, (Joiilrol  the  ballot  box  by  oaths,  ;ind  you  promote  chicane,  abolition,  and 
demagogueism  by  oaths.  It  bus  been  ackno^viedg('d  by  members  of  rlie  Know 
l‘UrAr,u<s  organization,  that  if  a nominoo  is  made  by  the  party  they  are  com- 
pelled to  vote  for  hira  on'  not  vote  at  a,ll — any  Imw,  I presume,  tlicv  are  bound 
by  oath.-^,  if  they  do  vote,  to  vote  f w a Know  Xotbing,  They  caniiot  vote  for 
CO  ou^^id^'r,  even  if  be  sustains  tlm  plattorm.  J’)(;cs  this  not  restrict  the  free 
exercise  of  the  voting  power  f The  only  way  a Know  Nothing  can  be  inde- 
pendent in  bis  vote  is  K.)  leave  the  organization,  ^\'hen  the  great  sccv.rity  of 
our  liberties, is  tb.u.s  restrained,  wiio  dut;s  nut  fear  the  ultimate  rcMilr.  ? 3'he  sea 
ituiv  bo  quiet  anil  calm  now,  the  l>r:ezes  fair,  the  prospect  bright  and  heuatifui, 
yet  take  care,  liiat  in  liie  last  th'ort  strike  the  harbor,  already  in  view,  too 
gallant  ve.— cl  dcjes  not  go  down  the  ivaiiui  aby.>s,  dragging  with  it  death  and 
vicstruction. 

J-iif/hih. — I o’ojeot  tn  Know  Nothingi.wu  becaiwo  of  its  ‘MVuits.*’  Bv  r'lelr 
fruits  ye  shall  know  tlu.an  What  are  t!ie  fruit's  f Abolition  and  .bk’-oscri]-tiuii. 
'Tim  Know  Notldngs  iriu'nphed  in  Massaclmr-etts.  A\diat  wa.s  the  co!isc(p.:euec  ? 
'i'he  Governor  swears  etermd  onmiqv  to  t !;o  South,  and  regards  “ papacy  and 
.slavery”  the  two  evils  which  this  new  party  is  bent  to  exterminate.  The  J^-g- 


Ip  JKw'Btf?*  « 4wll  :lnitfJ  liad  bm  i 


l«Jpq  aiitfi  oO  JKw'Btf?*  « 4wll  :lnitf4  lian  bm  T unni'jd  t; 

'‘^«I  ,;<;;p44  Itm  t^ctti/fi''1''iU  pm  iftiw  opt^«5  e^InwaioCl  aoio4|i  i' 

iiitp  ^yl<jv>oq'p<lt  iPl  mp<^o  prprIVf  Pfti  p9i;>i  pi  ^ntUiw  iwa.  t 

1o  uoiis^tiji  4 «i  N*'':)r(jitfUiulji<r  Ip  poiJ«44fp  ti(iT  .Uoij^tt  tbdi 

,fif'l3d*Voi/y  fltJi  «4^f  o/rp  odi  PJ  +■'  ,vptTiil)'WjX3 

-lfl>  f^ifi  if'-tj.n  P^ffivjfpv  ?»f!t  v»l 
.•(jiftfj 


vf^lw  jiirom  I .«tor»oa4'iCl  befs  ^^iJVY  v’ 

,Po»d  5^Jr>0  bmr  M 


/l<a 


pi!  y\  ludr  ,«08!«>'t 


•5.i4i'>  "JO.  *'  ^vlq 


t^ffnt)A‘J^,-vypp>!F*  iff*x  vnu^  ,ttii<u 
‘ fcfilf  ipI  baA  .fiimi(»  odt  oi 

vlqfji 
xp 


Hvp  ttuiiinp  iiapirttf 

hi  V ^li  <•!  w lyi 

.K*vfc  W epoft'  od7? 

^d  bifr  iWpA.'i  Pill  ,«0i^«wcrp  aji  0)tiVA 

4c  'IP vi-pi/.  ..  '’'I'tiuj#  id4i  ;'sm  Ifk^ih^h 

ob  iuiu  Tits  nk  ,ii  f’tpikM  aiub  1 loot  ***  ^ ’ 

*i»  blow  oot?’  opiJbd/fayp  ^Oi^Tirdr  pt  gaobd  Joa  ito 

»alT  V«W^'e"-  - ^-'  ^ - • ■'  ■'*'  

, ^ I i.*/*i^i  '.£  , 

mot!  sJasrxiKij;  i^*i 


OiiO 


dwpjt  ^,r  b!,c^pw  J ;^i'ilf  m»,  .bpaTSPi 

L } r - : Kfij«  pd w !.bkalVaV/‘  .t<l  looit  -la^o^pd  .<Wip]fiia 


-VM.'.. 


II  1.^ 


Truturpoi-  If^:  4d^rr  ,p4:pphAg4((jp  adX  *' 

II  .k  -..£.^1  r.r  kw  ' 1 > 


Ui»l  aSpiSp  ;9^  »wd*ppTn  x^id'ii^d'1blijptl4 


i.r,d  bo'O'  dudif  UM  54b  ,«(^T  . dip'll'  dilf^piid’ i';;^'. 


aypijp’/  3oa%h  I ' 


ictiqi  ^iici\  •ode  m 

pfp  w’  rMi  t 04  'A 


' odi  h «*taJmp M' 


ib«^j^  ''Odrm5w<I.;  nib  jxjdt ’m 

j'oK^d  iMt' Mi'^cdtaird  Wisf'  ‘ tPm^m8i*.a5dtb us  $JhHff  Un4  ^ 


dnaloiXd* 


\p  wPdK.'^  'InoniP 

>‘iV>!AI  dvbvdo'' a^r  .^nboT  lo 


fipll^\<?Sip 

5p«  ^‘ , ■ • , , T,  ^ 

b»4i> . aablf«#ic  ■ ,»iTpe5^r# 


-auti , nm ^ 


lo\  OtOT 


COi!  Id’  mid  pJity  p'1'.baboq  ^ 
t>T,  A ,4f 010/  pf  M6rbA  tpdi  Ifc^^uittp  td  *' 

o*'Vp  £iii- ' 


L^ibot 


'ffsi^'  mn»tp 


Ip  dd?  rtPdV/  »H4  pvcotji^  «bnio7  ^id  oH 

f.?a  tniX  ^ mli  vt^  4<H»  edi^  Jwrtcirt c'iji  tr<4H  Si  f ani&Jii  XO0  • 


iSf 


piIj  ^f^»i7  fli  (yds  piiirjjlciir'  )^n|  ndj  <w  3/;iih  /juj  i/dj2i  4st 

.Liut  slsu'jh  fi  dsi’V  Cwpb  )^'u  aaob  IplVpy 

' 

itpiiitU  ^Mp  ^sne^n^  wPoJI  |?fJnn^Jp 

.n<^cjqfeo1^  bp«  A 'J  dh'  oth >tij  #1^  1 J i/pui  Ifnda  p { »4ioi1 

^ 5>>jryP()^u^o^ib^H<fO  4<4'l^iwr(,ai;8^^^  voaii  vtiT' 

iiliM  t^SU0B^^J^j^}  %SlWfl‘S  ItPlPTa  feljjjTifii  ldU1!l704^^ 

; -^!i.l  ^seJ*flUci.^»P  P^  U\\y4  well  ,daid?r  erffyd  Owi  pdlT-VnatpU’ 


213 


of  flu;^  State  elet  ted  Henry  AYilson  to  the  U.  S.  Senate,  who  say.^  I^c 
),-ok'>  fi'rvv'ard  with  a hope,  that  soon  the  ^Hun.  Vviil  rise  on  tfie  la 't  m-'stcr  and 
set  on  tiu;  last  slave/’  In  jiichip;an,  Wiscoii'in,  fielaware,  ih-rinsylvania  and 
Illinois,  w'lere  this  now  party  was  suecessfui,  Vi-hat  lias  been  the  result?  Abo- 
lition, l'reea')il,  anti-Xehraska  men  have  been  fleeted,  and  the  Governors  rcca>rn- 
iiio’i'lina  to  tlu;  Legislatures  in  their  messages  eternal  hatred  and  opjiosirion  to 
tiio  South.  Y'/e  know  of  no  inai:  who  has  been  elected  at. the  Is'oith.  by  tb/s 
m>w  part\-,  unless  be  lirst  proedaimed  himself  determined  to  oppose  the  extension 
of  slavery  and  the  J'igbts  of  the  South.  They  are  lurnisig  out  of  otliee  the  cou- 
S’-rvative  men,  and  placing  m their  stead  the  rankest  rreesoiiers,  iiut  what  is 
very  objeciional'le  in  this  new  party,  is  tl-e  fact  that  they  are  bound  by  oaths 
oifher  to  support  tiie  nominee  for  the  Presidency  or  wdtlidraw  from  the  party, 
d’ake  care  that  tl/.s  fcatirre  of  being  bound  by  oaths  is  not  an  Y.hoiition  trap  to 
abolitionize  tlie  Soutii,  or  sever  in  pieces  the  Union  of  the  States.  I believe 
the  Ivno'.v  Xothiugs  of  tlie  South  will  go  with  the  South,  but  are  they  not  giv- 
ing their  influence  to  an  organization  which,  at  tlie  North,  is  ^'ledgc^  against 
the  Sr.uith,  by  strong  and  binding  oaths  ? How  do  you  not  knovr  that  this  system 
of  oaths  7vas  not  devised  for  the  express  purpose  of  binding  together  the  Abo- 
lition vote  of  the  North?  .If  so,  farewell,  a.  long  farewell,  to  the  bhiion — to 
the  glory  of  this  great  nation. 

Ninth. — I object  to  the  Knosv  Xothiog  party  because  of  As  corruption  and 
(Jcmapn.pucdm.  It  is  a vrell  known  fact,  that  all  the  disappointed  ofnce-se''kc»‘s, 
demagogues,  and  C'U rapt  politicians  of  the  l)emocratic  party,  have  jrdned  this 
new  organization,  for  the  purpose  of  spoils  or  self-promotion.  Of  course  the 
Know  Nothings  did  not  know  it  at  the  time,  for  they  would  not  tell  their  ob- 
ject, and  it  was  impossible  for  the  “ incorruptible’'  party  to  seen  man’s  motives 
or  secret  intents.  The  transAr  of  disaffected,  ])emocrits  to  the  secret  invinci- 
Mos  is  of  daily  occurreTice,  and  vzhen  they  do  get  a 1‘emocrat  in  their  council 
tliey  rejoice  over  him  as  over  a lost  sheep.”  Put  what  docs  the  Deinocra'ic 
]>arty  think  of  such  men  ? Head  the  followdng  from  the  Ijynehburg  JicpnJjli- 

C'ln  : 

‘dl.  hi.  II.  l>F.ALy. — Y/e  see  extracts  from  a letter  of  this  indiviuiial  going 
tlie  rounds  of  the  press,  hir.  Heale  was  once  a Democratic  memher  of  C'’n- 
gress.  His  career  in  that  body  wms  so  obscure  that  we  never  heard  or  saw  an\- 
thing  .ahiiut  it,  except  ihat  ho  went  oT  from  the  South  on  the  Compromise,  and 
vras  suspected  of  being  in  the  same  category  wirh  Foote,  Cobb,  and  otlur  spa- 
vlnei  pa.triot.s-.  hYe  suppose  that  the  true  explanation  of  his  Know  X'^tiiing 
] roclivitiiw,  as  wIlIi  every  odier  ^volitician,  is,  that  findimr  himself  unalylo  to 
g-  t t.dh  .-e  in  the  regular  way,  lie  is  v/illing  to  id.mtifv  himself  with  any  org.iDi- 
z^rion  wlueh  promGes  to  gratity  bis  weak  ambition  and  inordinate  vanity.  All 
vf  th‘W:e  '' ouo  idua”  e:vcdtcrncuts  are  beneticial  to  the  Democratic  party,  in  pro- 
duc’.ug  the  self-destruction  of  sucii  weak  and  selfish  members  as  hir.  iUale,  and 
jidding  the  party  (/'  their  a nnovanccs.  For  one,  we  are  glad  to  see  sucii  Hi.'- 
rac.tors  a--’  hir.  .Beale  saving  the  D.unocratic  party  the  nccessiry  of  killing  tla-m, 
by  kdling  tliemselves.  Yv'e  Lave  ahmys  thought  that  pciwons  whose  exccutnui 
Was  necessary,  siiouIJ  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  suicide.” 

I Itavc  tiuis  hastily  given  .<'jmc  reasons  why  I object  to  the  Know  N'oCiing 
organumtion — an  organization  v,  itb  no  tlxed  principles,  and  destined,  to  du  more 
h'.rm  Ciuu  :/ll  the  comipcion  and  trickery  of  desnagc.i/ues.  I do,f*'‘^^ 
a>  ;in  individual,  but  as  a eitr/.cn.  I do  not  Aar  the  indivi'Iual  memiK.is,  but  [ 
f'-ar  the  re>uA  of  the  iccrot  oa-'i-b-cni'l  political  society  t'uat  uuiies  them.  I 
liave  no  doul.it  ( f the  patriot;-’..!,  ct  rlio  honi'u',  fd’  tlie  integrity  ot  luo.y  ai  its 
Tm.uuhurs  ; hut  they  are  deceive  1,  and  are  u^iiig  means  to  off  'Ct  emis  whieli  may 
r'.>ult  ill  a uuivers:;!  vortex  of  destruction  to  the  counfrv,  ami  to  the  poc.ee  au*i 
sveurity  of  our  iiresidcs  and  ’nomes.  But  in  thi.s  dark  political  stimui  througd) 
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which  oiir  coucfry  is  lIO^Y  prissing,  our  trust  is  in  ti)e  integrity,  purity,  conser- 
vatism and  nationalitv  of  the  Dcmocra lie  j)ar(i/.  In  hoc  shjno  vinces. 

Having  given  nine  good  reasons  wliy  ] am  not  a Know  Nothing,  I propose 
now  to  give  twelve  good  reasons  for  the  Faith  that  is  in  ns.’^ 

TilE  DEMOCRATIC  PAtlTiR 

■ 

This  i's  an  old,  settled,  national,  conservative  party,  that  Las  boldly  stood  by 
the  Constitution  fora  series  of  years,  and  repeatedly  saved  the  country,  when 
threatened  with  destruction  by  opposing  priuci|.ies.  Its  policy,  its  aims,  its  ob- 
je<-ts,  its  acts,  stand  out  in  grand  relief  to  the  gaze  of  an  admiring  world.  Its 
principles  are  fixed,  and  have  been  well  tested  by  tho  people  of  the  country. 
It  i.s  open,  bold  and  independent,  aru]  crouches  before-  no  foe,  nor  acknowledges 
any  superior  opponent.  Hut  why  favor  this  party  ? In  stating  ray  reasons  un- 
der this  head,  1 shall  say  but  little  by  way  of  explanation,  as  this  party  is  well 
known  and  all  its  principles  have  been  thoroughly  discussed  before  the  people, 
through  tiie  press  and  in  the  halls  of  State. 

I favor  the  Dcinocratic  party — 

First. — Because  it  is  not  secret. 

Frond. — Because  it  does  not  bind  its  raenibers  by  sacrilegious  oaths. 

Third. — Bccauic  It  is  in  favor  of  ^‘lleligioas  toleration,^’  and  does  not  pro- 
scrihe  the  Catholic  of  any  other  Church.  Thomas  Jefferson  wrote  the  celebrated 
of  roligiciis  ts'lcratioa  upeu  the  statute  book  of  the  State. 

Fourth. — Because  it  supporis  the  Constitutidos  of  the  land,  and  is  not  con- 
trary to  their  spirit. 

“Because  it  has  man}"  great  national  principles,  and  is  not  a one 
principle  party.” 

i'bi.rih. — Ilecause  it  does  not  practice  a g-meral  system  of  deception  in  the 
couutry. 

Seventh. — Because  it  docs  not  prevent  a free  and  .unrestrained  use  of  the 
elective  franchise, 

Eojlidi. — Because  of  its  glorious  fruits.”  The  Democratic  party  has  en- 
larged this  country  from  tliirteen  original  colonies  to  thirty-one  indepeudent 
States  ) and  increased  its  population  from  four  millions  to  twenty-four  millions. 
Under  the  guidance  of  its  pnrirapies,  cotmuorce,  the  arts,  maru.fuctures,  education 
and  ch’'lstianity  have  ilouri'^hed. 

Siulh. — Because  it.  is  now  the  purest  party,  and  has  in  its  pale  less  corruption 
and  demagogueisin..  The  Jvnow  Nothing  excitement  is  but  a political  tornado 
to  purify  and  purge  this  good  old  national  party, 

7ca/A. ----Because  it  opposes  the  union  of  Church  and  State  ; aiul  not  only  the 
C ath-'dic,  but  any  otlior  C hureh  whatever  may  bo  iis  creed.  This  fact  no  Bemo- 
crat  will  deny, 

jitevrnok. — llecausc  it  believes  in  and  has  established  the  doctrine  of  State 
Bights,  tiUliOugh  fir  a I-ng  rimo  bitterly  opposed  by  another  party.  The  Beru- 
ocratJc  par;y  strugul-ju  tor  years  to  coaurm  thi.s  cherished  principle  up>oii  the 
minds  of  the  pcofdc. 

1 wdjih.  — .Because  it  bebevos  ‘‘  that  the  Bible  in  the  hands  of  every  free 
citizen  i.s  the  oniy  true  vU  liberty  aioi  genuine  eouality.”  And  by  this  is 
rucant,  not  to  j'ircc  the  Bible  on  any  uue,  hut  that  the  party  believes  in  tho 
happy  infi'Jences  ot  trie  Bible  on  liberty  atid  its  grand  Bepublican  tendency. 

Tiiirt.tcnth. — Becau.se  it  favo.'s  and.  biters  education — tho  education  of  the 
raassc.s  as  nccau-.-Nary  to  the  right  u>-,i  and  coutinuance  of  our  liberties. ” 

1 oiLr.O'w.dh. — B-jcaose  i‘.'<  m,'m!>'U‘s  are  not  ashamed  to  own  that  they  belong 
to  the  party,  but  are  pioud  of  the  c..'gnomen  of  ‘‘  Democrats.’' 

dijuenth. — Because  it  a party  proiul  of  its  origin,  proud  of  its  acbii^vc- 

rnents,  proud  of  its  men,  proud  of  its  glory,  proud  of  its  history,  and  proud  to 
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know  tliut  it  is  solo  autl  will  crush  to  earth  the  Know  Nothing  Hydra,  raid 
jhn>vc.r  romaia  the  invincible  dofeiido!:  of  the  Constitution,  the  rights  of  the 
Srai^'s  ; nd  the  rights  of  the  people. 

In  laying  dowii  these  principles  I have  omitted  the  great,  fundamental  and 
hui;;gi,.ontested  doctrines  of  the  party,  such  as  Free  Trade,  auti-Dank,  &c.,  for 
the  reader  is  no  doubt  well  conversariG  with  these  leading  priuciplcs.  This, 
then,  is  a j*arty  intiinateij  interwoven  with  our  couatry’a  history,  and  can  pre- 
scuta  long  list  of  great,  national  priucipics. 

MADISON. 


The  following  communication,  which  appeared  in  the  Riclimond  Enquiier 
of  the  J9th  of  March,  was  subsequently  published  in  pamphlet  form,  ami 
justly  regarded  as.  one  of  the  most  able  and  useful  documents  of  the  cam- 
paign : ■ 

“Ail  states  tliat  are  liberal  of  naturalization  towards  foreigners  are  fit  for 
cmpdire.  I'he  Roman  plant  was  removed  into  the  soil  of  other  nations.  It 
was  not  the  Romams  that  spread  upon  the  vrorld,  but  it  was  the  world  that 
spread  upon  the  Romans—and  ikai  was  the  sure  way  of  greatness.'’ — [1  Lvrd 
Btjropds  Works,  37. 

Messrs.  Editors: — The  present  canvass  in  Virginia  involves  consideration-, 
of  the  uttermost  moment.  Jn  the  course  of  iny  researches  into  one  of  the 
most  prominent  issues  presented,  I have  fallen  upon  some  facts  ^rhich  1 have 
not  seen  presented  anywhere,  and  which  nuyd  be  of  utility  to  the  people.  I 
have  not  the  time  now  to  elaborate  tlie  suggestions  which  may  be  made.  My 
object  is  to  present  a manual  of  auihorities  for  the  campaign— -authoriiio.s 
which  may  not  be  accessible  in  many  parts  of  the  cornm.onwealth.  1 shall 
be  contertt,  therefore,  with  the  mere  presentations  of  litany  points,  vviili  ihe 
proof  on  which  they  are  b..:sed,  leaving  out  any  obvious  refections  of  my 
own. 

My  f rst  position  is,  that  the  whole  scope,  end  and  aim  of  the  new  organi- 
zalion  of  Protestant  Jesuits  in  this  country,  tor  the  abolishment  of  the  laws 
in  reyarcl  to  naturalization,  and  the  exclusion  of  all  foreigners  and  Roman 
Catliolics  from  otrice,  is,  instead  of  an  W//ierican,  esseiitially  a British  idea. 
All  its  principles  are  borrowed  from  Britain.  There  is  not  an  original  plank 
of  nniive  growth  in  the  whole  platform. 

IVhat  are  tlteir  principles,  as  published  in  the  Know-’vothlng  and  Ameri- 
can Cru-^ader,  at  Boston  : 

1.  '•  Repeal  of  all  naturalization  laws.” 

a.  “None  but  native  Americans  and  Protestants  for  oflice.” 

3.  “ War  to  the  hilt  on  Romanism.” 

4.  “Tiie  arnjtlest  protection  to  Protestant  interests.” 

5.  “ (’itizeit.'hip  granted  to  foreigners  only  by  special  act  of  Comrress.” 

(1.  “ The  doctrines  of  the  revered  Washington  and  liis  compatriots.” 

Tliese,  for  the  preserP,  will  suiuce.  Now,  whence  are  these  doctrine* 

(lerivr-d 

In  England,  naturalization  cannot  be  performed  but  bv  act  of  Parlinmmit. 
The  ap[)licant  must  reside  14  years  in  the  coi.mtrv,  and  pre.sent  proof  cf  in.^ 
good  character.  The  vPno'e  vloctrine  of  peipetual  aliegiancc  is  cm  rmeii-b. 
doctrine,  E xnatriation  an  Ameriran  doctrine.  It  wO'-  tnis  inirnii'e  v.huh 
first  |mopk'd  this  coritiiu  nt.  in.T  uncestoiw  claimed  tiie  i ig''d  to  (.-ntei  t’m  s.'sciai 
coinjiact  wherever  their  own  feelings  sliould  dictate,  and  their  own  views  a: 
personal  aggrandizement  or  enjoyment  would  be  best  promoted,  la  this  way 
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fliey  cstaljlislicd  a prtMiiium  for  good  govern iiieril  exceedingly  beneficial  to 
the  whole  human  race.  The  intelligent  and  cnteri^ii'in.g  in  eveiy  depart- 
ment of  life  found  less  didiculty  in  olleiing  their  aUcgiaiiCe  to  iiiut  .'rLatc  wl.ich 
v/ould  afijrd  th.ein  tiic  best  {irotcction  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their 
lalent.s  and  indu.-'tiT.  'J'he  admission  of  such  a })riaciple  into  the  general 
policy  of  nations  did  not  militate  against  the  real  v/citare  of  any.  becaioe 
the  great  mass  of  niankind  were,  still  held  by  those  bonds  to  tlieir  native  soil, 
wide  li  exist  among  everv  people,  ami  strengthen  from  day  to  day  in  the  vaii- 
ens  relations  of  kindred  : friends,  countrymen  and  community  of  interests. 
At  the  same  tinae  it  atforded  a facility  to  those  who  iell  that  their  exertions 


inigiht  he  .successl'ully  pio^ecuted,  and  v.aauld  be  better  ainpreciated  and  re- 
warded  in  distant  climes,  to  withdraw  from  the  country  in  which  tlieir  ener- 
gies liavc  no  free  scope  and  adequate  encouragement.  It  was  thus  tlie 
general  amelioration  of  mankind  was  ino-A  elTect’ially  promoted.  TlTack- 
stone,  276. 1 Tiic  proposition  now  i.s  to  abandon  this  whole  doctrine — to 
destroy  this  great  America;!  example,  and  go  back  to  English  policv—- to  the 
jealousies  and  exclusions'  whicli  always  exist  among  barbarous  nations,  to  the 
narrow  and  illiuera!  st'slems  of  China,  and  Japan. 

But,  as  if  this  was  not  cnougl),  the  [)roposition  goes  still  further,  and  all 
t.he  prejudices,  all  I'm  enmity,  all  the  nvachinery  of  the  OrariQ-eman  in  Great 
Britain  must  be  p^almed.  of'  urion  our  people  as  Ajriericcra  ^ 1 wi.-h  I liad 
time  to  go  in.to  a lull  mve.'tigatiori  of  this  matter.  It  prcseiits  a most,  invit- 


ing field,  but  I ran  only  give  it  to  vuu  in  ulimpses. 

In  England  tliere  is  a union  of  church  and  state.  After  the  establiCi- 
inent  of  tlie  church  of  England  under  Henry  tlie  Eighth,  the  whole  obiect 
of  Paiiiarnent  was  to  eiiiorce  uidformity  to  the  fnitii  of  the  kinedom.  Penal 
statutes  were  directed,  not  muy  against  Eoman  Catholics,  but  again-t  all  dis- 
senters from  the  Church  of  Englami.  Theut'  are  ail  given  at  large  in  HallanTs 
Constitutional  History,  but  I vkul  reler  now  only  to  those  in  regard  to  CatliO- 
Jics.  They  were  deprived  of  ail  means  of  educating  their  children,  at  home 
or  abroad.  They  coidd  not  be  gi.nrciians  to  their  own  or  other  persons'  child- 

fests  were  all  bani-lied.  The  holiest 


rem  They  were  all  disarmed.  The 
feelings  of  nature  were  out  rag 
Any  son  of  a Catholic  who  wendd  turn  Protestant  succeeded  ' to 
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mother,  no  matter  howyoaing.  aiu'l  given  to  a Ik-otestant  relation.  Xo  Pro- 
testant  could  marry  a Catiiciic.  _ Xo  Catholic  could  purchase  or  lease  land 
for  more  than  thirty-one  years,  li  tiio  rirofifs  of  the  land  amounted  to  a rate 
above  tliat  fixed  by  law,  ihe  larm  belonged  to  the  fr^t  Protestant  who  made 
the  discovery.  Xo  Caioohc  could  hold  any  ofiice  of  trust,  honor,  protir  or 
emolument.  He  could  not  vote.  A CaH.otie's  wife  wiio  turnefi  I'rr. testant 
bad  an  increase  of  jointure.  iSo  Ciiilj'  hc  could  keep  a school,  (farholic 
priests  who  turned  Protestant';  rei-i'ivmi  kIdO  a year  tr'en  tlie  kingdo'u  tbrlil'e. 
A reward- of  $ 2.)0  wa-  prsival-.d  1 r t!u!  (h'Coverv  of  a Catholic  bishon,  and 


$100  for  a Catholic  j.)rie,'l!  Any  jU'Cre  of  the  peace  could  compel  a Cat'i- 
olic  above  IS  years  of  age  to  reveal  the  hiding-place  of  any  priest,  where 
mass  was  ceicbnitcd.  win. to  schor-S  were  kept.  On  refusal  to  answein  ho 
was  inumi.'Oned  for  a year.  EoboJy  c->:;Id  act  as  a trustee  tor  a C .thedic. 
Xo  Catholic  ccmhl  be  a ’sner.....  Ao  ('sPhohe  could  take  more  tiion  f wo  ap- 
prentices, excejit  in  In.  and,  in  tie-  hnen  trade.  Popish  hor.-e.s  roeld  be 
t.ikcn  for  the  milifa-aini  im^’d  Uit.uml  p,y.  Xq  descendant  i)f  a Ps >.;-t  could 
vote  without  taking  tin.'  f-.-tii  ol  ■T'-"'mr(n  taking  t'.o  'iieramcnt  ■i  the 


Lo'd's  sLipg.er  accuruing  t • tl.w  (.'iiu'-t'i!  of  England,  and  n'nouncing  ;.ho  di.*c- 
trine  of  trausubstanti.it t A'o  ( ;dh  >iic  coidd  be  a lawyer.  X’o  lawver 

cou’ld  many  a Catholic  v itli-vat  La  mg  considered  one,  and  siil^ject  to  all  pen- 
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n - >\\c.h.  No  C’iilhOiic  could  marry  a Protestant — any  priest  ^v]lo  celc- 
m ocd  a marriaec  was  hnn^fd!  Iimtances  nro  iniuunerahle  wikmc  the 

;:.'-.{it  !ia<  ph’adcd  in  a criminal  tiPil  Puit  tlic  deceased  was  an  liP-hmau 
.1  ('-'fliniio.  and,  therefcce,  he  had  a riyht  to  kill  him.  [ Uallarn,  Sydni'y 
S-i.kh,  M(!\veiks  State  'i'rials.]  lie  was  cumpelied  io  pay  a tittle  of  all  his 
•.  I I :-np]A)rt  the  Chnrcii  of  En2,'!and,  IPeiy  tenth  potato  belonpod 

1 ' :i  ••.'('t  which  first  made  him  a slave  and  tlieii  a begirar.  The  sayers  and 
o!‘  mass,  whether  in  public  or  privatr,  were- for  the  first  ofrotice  to 
(’■mti-eatinn  of  all  their  ^oods,  toyef,her  with  corporeal  punisliment,  at 
the  di.-’-iction  of  the  magistrate.  For  the  second  ofience  they  were  to  ho 
h nn-'in'd.  For  the  third  tiiey  were  to  be  hanyed.  John  Knox,  the  p-reat 
i'-f>r:r:er  (T  Scotland,  inculcated  as  a mo.'t  sacred  duly,  in  l;5i>  i,  incumbent 
i-n  t';  ‘ civil  poveruiuent  in  the  fir.st  instance,  and  if  the  civil  povernrnent  is 
riUin— inenmbent  on  the  ’people,  to  extirpate  completely  iKe  opinions  and 
fv  ddp  (a'  tlie  Cmholics,  and  even  to  ma-sacre  them,  man,  woman  and 
rhd-.i!  iTldinburgh  Peview.  SeDtembim  iS‘2G.  pas:e  167  ; Cook’s  Church  of 
SnClmHi:] 

Of  tiuwc  monstrous  prov  isions,  Blackstone  says,  [C  Black.  5S,]  “ If  a time 
;!;0!,ht  ever  andve,  when  all  feai’s  of  a pretender  shall  havr-.  vanished,  ami 
tiic  iiower  and  induence  of  the  Pope  shall  become  feeble,  ridiculous  and  des- 
jdmihle,  not  only  in  Knodand,  but  in 'every  country  of  Europe;  it  probably 
/Pn  \vould  iiot  be  amis-  to  review  and  .soften  the.-e  rigorous  edicts — iV)!- it 
euaht  not  to  be  Ici't  in  the  brea-t  of  every  merciless  bigot  to  drag  down  the 
V'-noeanee  of  these  laws  upon  inoTensive  thougli  mi-taken  subjects,  to  tlie 
ib'.-trn<'t ion  eP  every  princi]')le  of  toleration  and  religious  Hbertvn” 

l's>r  finir  Imnd.red  years  [liCsc  disgraceful  acts  renniined  uni-epealed.  .'.Fna 
Fn  rhim.t  h.orself  sees  the  follv.  and  her  writers  acknowledge  the  Impolicy  of 
t;eu,5.  In  1-T9,  tiie  i ist  dyke  winch  suiTOiimiod  this  infamou-  >}wtcm  was 
p;*rvo^'m4'f\vn  by  Catiiclic  emancipation  ; ami  now  tiie  Catholic,  the  M^tiiod- 
!.-t,  'in*  ]-re;d)yterian,  all  dissenting  sect.s,  even  the  Jews,  have  the  honoin  of 
It.irh 'on-uii  oja' n to  them. 

c 'OX  humired  years,  united  as  she  was  in  church  and  state,  Frigr.ind 
f'i  d ike  fi.'dicv  of  exc!u.'ion.  J.lanv  of  the  highest  ofilce.s  in  the  kiiigdorn 
c^aud  fif  occupied  alotiC  hy  members  of  tiie  c>tab!isiied  churdi.  By  the  lest 
iu'!.  ad  odicf'r-  of  ^ta^e  had  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  partake  of  the 
•-.n’rau  Cfu  of  tiie  Ford's  supper,  and  renounce  the  doctrine  of  transubstantia- 
ti'  u.  . It  excluded,  not  merely  Catholics,  but  all  dissenting  sect.-. 

1 ."idcr  tl'm  assault.s' of  tlie  best  and  most  gifted  of  hersoris,  these  too  fell. 

I hr  l.cmu-ige  of  the  great  Fox,  on  this  subject,  is  so  approrniate,  that  ! 
nm-d  'U'-e  it.  He  savs,  [Speed)  on  the  Test  Net,]  -‘No  human  g'n-erri- 
t:.!s  j‘ud-dictimi  over  oninions  as  such,  and  more  narticularl v over  re- 


'■puumn.s.  It  had  no  ridit  to  presume  that  it  knew  them,  ami  much 
a-.t  ou  that  presump.'io:!.  dPhen  opiniem^  were  productive  of  acts 
!■  tc.  '■^(U'iety.  lim  I'uv  !<new  wlicm  ami  "viiere  to  eppiv  tlie  remedy.  If 
er-e  <d  tim-  d-ectrino  were  adopted,  if  the  actions  cn'  men  were  to  :>e 
:<  d from  th'dr  opinion-’,  it  would  sow  the  seed.s  of  cvei  lasting  jecl- 
;d  i:'d.-uru.-t : it  would  give  tlie  iiio.-t  unlimited  fcooc  to  tlie  mahgne.nt 


r t d-  would  incite  e.ich  man  to  divine  the  0[>inio!is  of  his  neighbi):-, 

to  mdnue  rr-.i-ch.nwo;;.-  con-eduencc'-  tVeem  them,  and  /d.e;,  to  ])rove  that  ho 
"'•-kt  to  incur  dis:d)!!i‘ie-,  to  he  harms^s-d  with  penaltirs,  ami  to  be  fettered 

V u ii  ; .V,) From  tins  mt '.'ei-a nt  princiiile  head  llowcd  everv  spedc.s 

"T  * ‘ e'.ed  : every  sy-‘e;t!  < t p >htical  pruv'ecution  : every  cxtravmg.rnco 

' • ii  tie.  Kef  t hreit  ibat  iin  Im  Cm  last  to  avail  heicu.-lf  oi  the  '..'■'ui- 

''■a.  1 np,r.)vcrnveot  of  the  huiU'tii  luidie; :,tanding.  Indulgeiice  to  otiicr  S'-cl.s 
-'■■i  c.U'.e.id  re-pert  for  their  O')inion- — a desire  to  j>romoto  chmdty  and  good 

V were  the  he.P  proofs  that  any  rdigitni  could  give  of  Us  divine  origin.” 
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T’ne  ic’st  act  was  not  rcpealod  until  1828,  notwithstanding  all  tlio  t !To;t- 
inadc  against  it,  and  the  beneficent  influence  of  our  example.  Tije  * 

lodges  were  composed  of  Prcflestants  entire!)’.  Tlsey  were  directed  ; 

iiie  Catholics^  and  embodied  i!i  the.  orgafiization  all  the  prejudice  and  inju.^- 
t-ice  comprehended  in  the  test  act  itself,  and  in  the  penal  laws  against  Caii,. 
o'ics.  d'iiey  are  tlie  origin  of  the  Rnow-Nothjng.s,  sons  of  the  Supreme  O; 
der  of  the  Star  Spangled  Ilanner,  sons  of  the  sires  of  177(8  or  by  whal.-  v. - 
other  name  they  niay  be  designated.  I’hcy  were  bound  together  by  .similar 
oat  In;  to  those  which  now  bind  their  brethren  in  this  country  ; and  while 
tfiey  are  denouncing  the  Irish,  and  Ireland,  Ihej  sre  guilty  of  .stealing  ih  ’ 
very  jnachinciy  by  which  they  are  held  together,  fiom  another  soil, — iron; 
Iii.sh  ingenuit}'’  and  Irish  bigotjy.  "While  they  profess  to  be  an  Arneric.sn; 
})argv — tlicy  are,  in  fact  a foreign  },\arty,  borrowing  the  very  jirincii  les  oi 
thicir  creed  fiom  those  tiicy  do  bitterly  denounce,  fl  hey  are,  in  truth,  -.-Jincr- 
Orangemen,  with  the  professioii  on  their  lips  that  none  but  Am.en'caiw 
ought  to  rule  xVmerica,  vrlieii  they  the.m.'wlves  aje  ruied,  governed,  and  su,— 
tained  by  a vsy.stem  of  policy  which  was  considered  .so  dangerous,  eve.n  to 
the  liberties  of  tlie  subject,  that  these  very  Orange  lodges  were  p'it 

down  and  suppressed  by  proliibitory  and  penal  statate.s  in  1S2.5,  by  the  votj.s 
of  a jh‘Oiestant  parliament. 

I have  not  the  time  now  to  go  into  details  in  regard  to  the  Orangemen. 
The  curious  in  such  .matters  may  obtain  full  information  form  the  hi:?torv  of 
the  Rebellioa  in  Ireland.  I must,  however,  give  one  of  their  toasts,  from 
wliicli  the  character  of  the  n.ssociation,  and  the  spirit  whicii  pervaded  it.  rmyr 
be  inferred.  It  was  drank  with  great  solemnity  and  joy,  at  civic  feasts  on 
the  1st  day  cf  July,  the  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  eveiy  man 
kneeling  as  he  repeated  the  words.  Tlie\'  were  put  together  in  ldS9.  It 
fan  thus  : The  glorious,  pious  and  immortal  memory  of  the  great  and 

good  King’  W'iliiam,  vrlio  saved  us  from  Tope  and  Popery,  brass  money,  ana 
woodien  shoe.s.  He  tliat  won’t  drirdc  bis  toast,  may  the  north  wind  blow 
liim  to  the  south,  and  a west  wind  blow  him  to  the  east:  may  he  have  a 
dark  night,  a lee  shore,  a rank  storm,  and  a leaby  vessel  to  carry  him  over 
the  ferry  to  hell  ; uia}'  the  de\  11  jump  down  his  throat  with  a red  hot  har- 
row, that  every  pin  may  tear  out  lii.s  inside;  may  he  be  jammed,  rammed 
and  damned  iitto  tine  great  gun  of  Athleme,  and  bred  off  into  tlm  kitchen  ot 
infll,  where  the  Po];e  i.s  roasting  on  a spit,  and  tire  devil  is  pelting  him  with 
Cardinals.” 

It  was  in  an  age  and  among  a people  where  such  laws  vrere  tolerated, 
and  where  such  sentiments  were  indrdged,  not  only  towards  Catholics,  but 
towards  all  other  non-confor.ming  or  di''senting  sect.^,  that  our  fathers  flmt 
sought  tiii.s  la.nd.  Tiic  Puritans  or  Presbyterians  found  themselves  licdged 
round  witii  penalcie.s  quite  a.s  unjust  as  those  \\lnch  girt  the  Catholic  like  a 
belt  of  Are.  Until  the  setileineat  and  the  revolution  in  thi.s  country,  no  Uc;- 
lion  seems  to  have  had  the  lca,-t  conception,  or  made  the  slightest  advance.', 
towards  religicus  toleration.  Kv.-n  liaco.n,  far  in  advance  of  hi.s  age,  as  In 
v.'as  upon  most  subjerts,  contemied  that  unless  tiicre  was  uniformity  in  tin.' 
churches  of  the  colonies  with  the  creed  of  England,  religion  itself  wouhi  be 
nugatory.  He  makes  the  relaxation  of  some  laws  a matter  of  expediciu'y. 
to  recover  the  hearts  cf  the  irierh,  but  loses  sight  of  the  great  piinci])ie. — ^2 
Bacon,  1S9,] 

Until  the  year  lS3d,  to  deny  the  doctrine  of  the  Trljiity  was,  by  the  Ene- 
lish  law,  a crime  punishable  with  tine  and  imprisonnicnt.  Specniali  -e  wr.- 
ter.s  had  indeed  announced  the  idf^a  of  toleration,  .and  among  tliom.  a'  Is., 
fir.-t,  Sir  Tho.nua.s  Mo'-r^u  in  Ills  Uto|7a;  but  the  suggm'«tion  had  no  re.'p->r..'' 
from  the  government.  Tlie  .prevailing  idea,  ariiong  ail  churchmen.  w..i'. 
that  “ liberty  of  conscience  and  toleratiou  are  things  only  to  be  tadvcd  ot, 
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pri'f.'-'ridf'd  those  that  are  under;  bijt  none  like  or  tliink  it  reasonable 
;■  vi  are  in  autliorltv*  instiuinent  of  mischief  and  dissettlement, 

m ’ courted  hv  tliose  who  would  have  change,  but  no  wa}'  desirable  by 
•.  ;rb  aswonlil  be  quiet,  ^nd  iiave  the  government  undisturbed,”— -[Quoted  3, 
li.ulanvs  (h,-ns.  liis.  -3'2.] 

'f lie  p‘'‘riod  then  bemre  the  settlenjent  on  thio  cordinent  was  one  of  in- 
u-n-'e  reli'.duus  persecution  throughout  the  whole  of  Great  Briiain.  From, 
dif  re-t,,;Tatioa  to  (he  year  1685,  fifteen  thousand  families  liad  been  ruined 
f'V  a.  refu.'*a!  to  conform  to  the  estabiished  church,  and  for  the  satne  period, 
h VC  ihoLwand  persons  had  died  victims  from  imprisonment  from  lire  same 
t Neil's  His.  Paiitans.] 

A state  of  things  so  utterly  overwhelming  naturalH  led  to  an  inrestiga- 
’•■:n  of  intellectual  and  spiritual  rights;  of  the  sanctity  of  conscieime  ; of 
3:1  iiiC  rcspori.-ibilities  which  are  intrinsicand  unborn — and  from'these  bowed 
tic*  external,  but  more  ramified  prerogatives  and  privileges  wldch  attach 
t.i  and  belong  to  tlie  man.  In  1604,  lln’ee  buiulred  Puritan  ministers  had 
h*-en  either  .silenced,  imprisoned  or  exiled.  That  Virginia  and  some  of  the 
5iv:-thern  colonies  did  depart  from  the  very  principle  which  cut  them  oiT 
foiaWhe  fatherland,  is  true;  it  wa.s  to  have  been  expected;  and  ];erha])s 
tv.  th.it  very  can.-e  we  may  attribute,  in  some  measure,  the  early  as.seriioii 
and  maintenance  of  that  freedom  of  reiiirion  and  of  conscience  which  has 
m.adc  thi.s  land  the  favored'  spot  of  all  the  world.  It  was  reserved  for  tire 
rdhoiics  to  set  the  first  example.  I.ord  Baltimore,  in  November,  1632, 

1 rinded  ids  province  on  the  broad  basi.s  of  freedom  of  religion,  and  introduced 
into  lii.s  fundamental  policy  tne  doctrine  of  general  toleration  and  equality 
auiofjg  C/i r is fiaui  sects.  He  does  not  appear  to  have  gone  further;  amd  we 
l.ave  tliu.s  given,  says  Judv^e  Stor\',  ‘Hfhe  earliest  example  of  a,  legislator  in- 
vitm^  his  sulqects  to  ihe  free  indulgence  of  religious  opinion.  Tlds  was  an- 
terior to  the.  settlement  of  Rhode  Istand,  and  therefore  mei  its  trie  enviable 
ru!(k  uf  being  tl-e  first  recognition  among  the  coloni.sis  of  tlic  gloriou.s  and 
!nd**!ea>ible  rights  of  conscience.  Rhode  Island  (in  164-i)  seems  without 
;my  apparent  consciousne.-s  of  co-operation  to  have  gone  further,  and  to 
h ive  protected  an  iiniver.'-al  needorn  of  religious  opinion  in  .lew  and  Gen- 
ide,  in  (.Ih.ristian  and  Pagan,  without  any  distinction  to  be  found  in  its  iegis- 
iiliMij.”- — H.  Com.  on  Con.-.  95.] 

B cs  needless,  however,  to  multiply  these  detail.s.  It  is  sufiicient  now  to 
sr.y  t.bad  iVrneidcan.  policy  and  principle  created  a broad  division  between  all 
tbit  was  established  in  England.  It  was  not  toleration  of  sects  which  we 
t ncoaraged,  but  it  was  perfect  freedom  of  religion,  perfect  freedom  of  con- 
'‘Cicnee.  The  man  who  was  ].icld  re.sioonsible  to  God.  and  not  to  government 
--to  etornai  iruth.p  not  to  evanescent  laws.  4'iiis,  thus  is  the  true  American 
prineqde.  It  con.-titutes  our  great  characteristic  as  a j^eople.  .Shall  we 
■mandoit  the  American  phitfeum,  and  go  back  in  the  Id.-tory  of  the  liuman 
r.i'.'e  ioM:-  liundred  years,  to  that  very  sv'stem  of  intolerance  whicli  .England, 
’wr-elC  after  a trial  of  centuries,  has  abar.doned  with  every  badge  oi 
mf  imy  ? 

but  let  ns  ]iass  on.  3'hvC  Declaration  of  Tn  .lcp<*ndcnce  was  declared,  and 
ame-ng  the  grievances  therein  reciied,  we  find  it  diarged  agai-C'-t  the  King  ot 
Ea.riarid,  that  ‘Hie  has  endeavored  to  prevent  tiie  population  of  thc-sc*  si.ate.s ; 
[‘T  imu  purpo.se  obstructing  the- law,-  lor  the  rvaturah'/ation  of  foreigners  ; re- 
5 »-mg  to  pass  otliers  encou -aging  tlwir  migration  hitherto,  and  raising  thc- 


< eeht.  >ns  efnew  aj.ipropriai  on  of  land.u” 

Mr.  ?d  t*io,  in  enumerating  the  defects  of  the  confederation,  s:;’.  s 

'■  Aim  ng  -tuc  defects  severely  felt  -was  want  of  an  unilormify  in  ca.-cs  re- 
qntru.g  it,  us  laws  of  liatutaiizalion  and  banki uptcy.”-— [2  hladuon  Pa- 
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We  have  now  eotne  to  the  formation  of  the  Federal  Constitutloriv  "We 
can  MOW  ronslder  wlrat  were  ‘‘the  doctrines  of  the  revered  Washington  aiKi 
his  compatriots.'’  ‘Wa-hiiurton  was  the  Fre^ident  of  that  Convention.  Kis 
assent  w^as  given  to  the  Constitution  as  it  passed, 

Hv  It  the  President  and  Vice  Pre'sid(;nt  are  required  to  be  native-born 
citizens  of  tlie  Lniited  States.  There  seems  to  have  been  no  debate  upon 
this  proposition. 

A foreigner,  however,  is  eligible  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  after 
being  seven  years  a citizen  ; and  he  is  aRo  eligible  to  the  Senate  after  being 
one  nine  years. 

In  file  debates  which  took  place  on  the  various  pnopositions  which  were 
submitted  before  the  clause  was  passed  iti  its  present  st.ape,  we  slial!  see 
that  all  those  who  were  afterwards  dl'-tlngulshed  as  Federalists  announced 
themselves  in  favor  of  a policy  as  narrow  and  exclusive  as  that  of  Great 
Britain,  in  this  as  in  all  other  respects:  while  those  who  advocated  a gen- 
erous sj'stern — an  American  system — were  afterwards  quite  as  much  distin- 
guished in  the  adherence  to  Repubhean  or  Democratic  principles.  It  is  true 
parties  were  not  then  formed,  but  we  shall  discern  the  seminal  principle  of 
those  which  divide  this  counti-y  at  (his  v'u-y  hour,  b}*  whatever  names  called. 

Mr,  Governeur  Morris,  (Fed.) — moved  to  insert  fourteen  years,  instead  of 
four  years’  citizenship,  as  a qualification  far  senators,  urging  the  dangeis  of 
admitting  strangers  into  our  public  councils. — [8  Mad.  Papers,  1273,  et  seq.] 

.Mr.  Pinkney,  (Federalist) — seconded  him.  As  the  senate  is  to  have  the 
power  of  making  treaties  and  managi[ig  our  foreign  alTairs,  there  is  pccuuar 
danger  and  impropriety  in  opening  its  door  to  those  who  have  foreign  atlach- 
rnents. 

IM".  IMadison,  (Republican) — was  not  averse  to  some  restrictions  on  Ihi-  sub- 
ject, hut  could  never  agree  to  the  pi'opo.-ed  arneiidtneat.  Should  the  consti- 
lution  have  the  intended  eftect  of  giving  stability  and  reputation  to  our  gov- 
e^^m^mt,  great  numbers  of  respeetal.de  Europeans,  ro.ea  wr.o  loved  liberty 
and  wislied  to  partake  its  bles.^ings,  v ill  be  ready  to  transfer  their  fortunes 
hither.  All  such  would  feel  the  mortification  of  being  marked  witli  suspi- 
cious incapacities,  tltough  they  should  not  covet  tlie  ])ublic  honors.  He  was 
not  apprehensive  that  any  dangerous  number  of  strangers  would  be  appoitiled 
by  the  state  legislatures,  if  tltey  were  left  at  libert}'  to  do  so;  nor  that  for- 
eign powers  would  ma!:e  use  of  strangers  as  instrum, cuts  for  their  purposes. 

Mia  Butler,  (Federalist'' — IVas  decidedly  opposed  to  the  admission  of  for- 
eigners w'ithout  a long  rc-iderice  in  the  country.  They  b^ing  with  them  not 
only  attachments  to  other  countries,  but  ideas  of  government  so  disiinct  from 
ours,  tliat  in  every  point  of  view  tliey  are  dangerous.  He  mentioned  the 
great  strictness  observed  in  Great  Ih-itain  on  this  subject! 

Dr.  Franklin,  (Republican) — Was  not  against  a reasonable  tim.e,  but 
should  be  very  sorry  to  see 'anything  like  illiberallty  inserted  in  the  Con.'ti- 
tution.  The  people  in  Europe  are  fiiend!}' to  this  country.  We  found,  in 
the  course  of  the  revolution,  tliat  many  strangers  served  us  faithfully,  and 
that  many  natives  took  part  against  tlieir  country.  'When  foreigners,  after 
looking  about  for  some  otiicr  country  in  which  they  can  obtain  more  hajepi- 
ness,  give  preference  to  ours,  it  is  a proof  of  attachment  which  ought  to  ex- 
cite our  confidence  and  affection. 

]N[r.  Ikindolph,  (Rej)ublican) — Never  could  agree  to  the  motion  for  disa- 
bling hireigners  fo-r  fuairtecn  years  from  jiarticipating  in  the  public  lioncrs. 
He  rerniadeil  the  Gonventlon  of  the  language  held  bv  o'lr  patriots  during  the 
’^revoh'Pioii,  and  the  priiiciples  laid  down  In  nil  the  Arueriv'an  Constitutions. 
He  wmiild  go  as  far  as  seven  years,  but  no  farther. 

Mr.  Wilson,  (Pepuhlican) — Said  he  rose  with  feelings  which  were  per- 
haps peculiar,  mentioning  the  circumstance  of  his  not  being  a native,  au.d 
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thn  possibility,  if  the  ideas  of  sotne  genllerncn  shonld  be  pursued,  of  his 
I'-eirig  i[ica]racitated  from  holding  a place  under  Ihe  very  Consfitiuion  which 
lio  had  ^haicd  Urn  tru?t  of  iimking.  ile  remarked  tliC  illiberal  compdevioii 
which  the  motion  would  gave  the  whole  system,  and  the  eirect  wiiich  a 
good  sj/.-tern  would  have  in  inviting  mej-itorious  for'eigneis  -miioiig  ns,  and 
tye  discouragement  and  mortiticatioa  they  must  feel  fronn  the  degrading  dio~ 
trimi nation  now  proposed. 

(i'overneur  Moriis,  (Federali'^t) —The  lesson  wn:;  are.  tauglit  is,  that  v/e 
idiould  be  governed  as  much  by  one’s  reason  arid  as  liille  l)v  one's  feelings  as 
Itossiblc.  He  ran  over  the  privileges  which  emigrants  wouhl  enjoy  among 
us.thougli  they  should  be  deprived  of  that  of  being  eligible  to  the  great  otiices 
of  government,  (as  in  Englantl.)  observing  that  they  exceeded  the  })i  ivilcges 
rdiowed  to  foreigners  in  any  part  of  the  world.  The  men  who  ran  sliake'oiT 
their  attachment  to  their  own  country  can  never  love  on.y  other. 

On  tire  motion  of  Mr.  iUorris,  tire  vote  stood  : Hew  liamp'.hire,  New  Jer- 
sf'y,  South  Carolina,  Georgia— Ayes  4.  iiMassachusctt--:,  Connecticut,  Fenn- 
sylvania,  Delaware,  IMiaryiand,  Virginia,  North  Carc/bna- — '^soes  7. 

Mr.  iluliedge. — Seven  years’  citizenship  havi.ng  been  lequii-ed  for  tlie 
House  of  Representatives,  sureiy  a longer  time  is  requisite  lor  the  Senate, 
which  will  have  more  |>ower. 

Oil  the  que.-tiou  for  irine  years:  New  Hampslrire,  New  Jersey,  Delay  .are, 
Virginia,  South  Carolina,  Georgi.a- — Ayes  6.  Mas-:ichi.:setts,  Connecticut, 
I’cnn-ylvania.  JIaryiand — -Noes  4.  Noi'th,  Carolina  dirided. 

On  th.e  lotii  Augu.>t,  17S7,  the  question  again  came  upon  motion  to  strike 
out  7 Eiid  insert  4 years,  as  tfie  required  term  for  cilizen.-'liip  of  a member  of 
the  House,  of  Renresenlatives. 


Mr.  Madiwm  (Republican;, — dVished  to  maintai  i fbc  chainctor  cf  libcrnlitv 
whid)  had  been  profes'Ca  in  all  the  con=^titutions  and  piihlicatiorrs  of  Aumr- 
ica.  He  wished  to  invite  foreigners  of  rnt-rit  and  repiibiican  principles 
•among  us.  America  was  indebted  to  emigration  for  her  setdement  and  pios- 
perity. 


Mr.  Wil.'Ori  (Republican' — Remarked  that  almost ‘dl  the  general  officers  of 


;e  iate  arrnv  were  ioreigimrs.  ami  no  com; 


the  Ren n sy i v a ni a line  of  ti 
iijiii  ever  been  made  again-t  tiieir  lifielity  or  merit.  Three  of  lier  degnuties 
to  tliC  Convention— iMorric:,  Fitz-dnimons  and  himself — were  a!-m  not  initi\'es. 
On  the  motion  to  make  the  tenri  4 years  instead  oi  7,  tlie  vote  sto(/d  .* 
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I'iire.  Massachmett' 


Xew'  Jer,-ev.  Peunsvl vania,  Delawcre.  Nortli  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and 


fleorgia — Noes  $, 


Such,  then,  were  the  sentiment-^  of  ihe  revered  Vbudiltigton  ami  his 
compatriots,”  on  this  great  i.-rue..  But  vve  are  not  b;!t  there  as  to  the  p-id- 
iion  of  bv'addngton.  It  were  a bootless  task  to  give  from  id-  writing.^  wimt 
ms  opinions  were.  Garbled  exOwets  have  been  poruom.;  beioro  the  [vopic, 
'“ithout  rclud-m  to  the  context,  lo  give  soutc  color  of  autborlR-  t->  t.he  de-inns 
“I  this  fesusciiated  fwnerica'i.  Orange,  Rrotcsiant,  Jesmt  organizadv'U  ; *)ut 
they  can  impose  onlv  on  tho-o  who  perversely  s';  it  ih.ureyes  again.-i  ail 
knowledge.  One  example:  in  point  uiay  Miiilce  f.u'  tl.e  end  hicb  wc  have 
t^u'vv  in  view.  In  Lu:  'e::d)er  17S;).  •.vbi!c  W'a^.bington  wa-  pro.-iden g };C  ad- 
'iriwsed  a letter  to  tlie  Catho!;c>  ol'  the  United  Statc-.in  which  he  said  : • As 
rnankirid  become  more  liber?.',  thn'V  w ill  be  more  nut  to  alio’vv  that  all  n')' 

V.  ho  conduct  tliemneUes  as  w ''rthy  mmnljcrs  of  the  comn.miiCv,  are  eoai  dly 
C‘.nU/A(/  i(j  Ihc  r'"il  t!.  1 l',c:!e  to  see  .\  ..erica  anumg  i!;e  t ci*. 

lu  lions  in  “ w;  rq)ics  of  ju-ti . e and  iiber.ilitv.  And  i (.re>u:ce  ti  nt 
y.'vir  feliow-citizens  will  riot  forget  tlie  patriotic  p-ur  yon  took  in  tht'  .I'n'ojn,- 
pa.‘dnru:nt  of  tlieir  revolution,  ai-d  tlie  c.'.tublislnnent  of  thoir  gcver.nm.cut,  or 
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the  important  assistance  they  received  from  a nation  in  which  the  Roniaa 
Catholic  religion  is  professed.*’  [1‘2  "^Vritings  of  Washington,  ITS.] 

*We  come  now  to  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  in  regard  to  a religion's 
test. 

iNtr.  Pinknp}'  moved  that  no  religious  test  shall  ever  be  recruired  as  a.  final- 
ification  to  any  ofiice  or  [nibiic  trust  under  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Sherman  thought  it  unnecessary,  the  prevaifin^-  liheroUty  bein?  a 
sufiicient  security  against  all  such  tests,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  n.olion 
was  agreed  to  nem-  con,  vitliout  another  word  on  the  subject.  Little  did  I'o 
framers  of  that  instrument  suppose  that,  in  less  than  a century,  an  organiza- 
tion should  arise,  the  object  of  which  is.  to  do  indirectly  the  very  thing  vvliich 
it  was  supposed  could  not  possibly  be  done  directly,  even  without  the  consu* 
tulional  guarantee  whicli  now  exists. 

It  is  equally  remarkable,  too,  Hurt  in  all  the  debates  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  there  is  nothing  said  upon  the  power  conferred  on  Congrm.-< 
to  pass  urdfoim  laws  in  relation  to  naturalization.  The  clause  in  regard  to 
the  test,  however,  did  undergo  a very  rigid  examination,  and  it  nugv  bi;  weil 
to  show  the  spirit  which  prevailed  at  the  time  in  regard  to  it.  We  will  conm 
incnce  widi  Massaciiusetts.  ['2  Elliot’s  Debate,  l.bb'.] 

Lev.  Mr.  Backus. — I beg  leave  to  offer  a fe\v  thoughts  upon  the  Constitu- 
tion proposed  do  us  ; and  i shall  begin  with  the  cxclu.^ion  of  an v religion-' 
test.  Many  a[)peai'  to  !>e  much  concerned  about  it:  but  iiotliing  is  more  evi- 
dent, both  in  re:von  tied  the  holy  scripture.s,  than  that  religion  is  ever  a mat- 
ter between  God  and  individuals;  and  that,  therefore,  no  man  or  set  of  men 
can  impose  any  religions  test  without  invading  the  essential  prerogatives  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Chrh>t.  ilinisters  first  assumed  this  power  under  the  Chris- 
tian name,  and  tlien  Cons.tanflne  approved  of  the  practice  when  he  adopted 
the  profe.-sion  of  Christianity  as  an  engdne  of  state  policy.  And  let  the  hi.-- 
tory  of  all  notions  be  searched,  from  that  day  to  this,  and  it  will  appear  that 
the  imposiiug  of  religious  tests  hath  been  the  greatest  engine  of  tyrannv  in 
the  world. 

Next  Connecticut — '"2  Elliot,  *203.1 

Oliver  Wolcott. — For  myself  I sliould  be  content  either  with  or  'without 
t!)C  clause  in  the  .Conslltutioa  which  excludes  test  laws.  Knowledge  aiui 
liberty  are  so  prevalent  in  tlsis  country,  that  I do  not  believe  that  the 
Urfited  States  would  ever  be  disposed  to  establish  one  religious  sect  and  lay 
all  others  under  legal  dis-abii  ties.  Ent  as  we  know  not  what  may  take  piacr- 
liereafter,  and  any  .-nrli  test  would  be  destructive  of  the  rights  of  free  chi- 
zens,  I cannot  think  it  siipjcrtlaous  to  ha^e  added  a clause  which  secures  im 
from  the  possibility  of  such  oppression. 

Next  V irginia — [3  EHiot,  113.  Do.  313.] 

Mr.  Madison. — 1 confe,-s  to  you,  sir,  that  were  uniformiity  of  religion  m rr 
introduced  by  this  system,  it  'would,  in  my  opinion,  be  ineligible;  but  I Iim  <■ 
no  rea.-on  to  conclude  liiat  uniformity  of  government  wilf  produce  t'lat  - 
religion.  This  subject  is,  for  the  honor  of  America,  left  perfectly  free  and 
iinsl'iackded.  3'he  government  lias  no  jurisdiction  over  it — the  least  reti’.  c- 
tion  will  convince  us  there  is  no  danger  on  this  ground.  Happily  for  u •' 
states,  they  enjoy  the  u[nu'»st  ireedom  of  religion.  This  freedom  arise.s  O'  ■ 
that  multifdicity  of  s^ci<  which  pervades  America,  am)  which  is  the  ke-t  an  i 
only  security  for  religions  liberty  in  any  society.  For,  where  there  is  such  '■ 
variety  ot  sects,  ther  cannot,  he  a majoritv  of  any  one  .sect  to  oopre-s  c.  ’ 
per  '-rnue  +ne  re.-t. 

Ne.vt  Acrih  C.irolina--[4  Elliot,  106.] 

Mr.  iredel!  u.'^cd  this  comprehensive  and  elegant  language  : “ .Everv  p"  r- 
son  in  the  least  conversant  m the  hisiory  of  mankind,  knows  vrhat  urea  n 


■4- 


5 


&SS 


J¥l 


•\ 


V' 


.tv  tii  I 


n!T'T>n5l  T)(!)  Hairfw  ni  doilfifi  « moi^  t>*»vI^')?i.v:>Kl  drKJjj^^MM.laiilw^rnf  9ift 
' [,?fn  ‘4V7  j<^iNih//  S*f}  ttci^n^n  r>Uo<l)tf3 

iii  cvdiJ'  Vi’nowr'oltj  ol  vnj>ti  amo^ 


Icop  t ut  h^vup^  ^ti;d.i  A:»l  w«u^#Io»  *xj  )«»iil 

b'lfroU  mfl  r»*‘f4«r  h unJ  ailc1(;q  i«*«  boftlo  705  ol  (loilnadi 


-sifiM.n  9i<i  i«|U  it  lU  s-hui^ii  y>iioD>a  ju^oiauA 

nl»  ^»h  ulnlX  !>4t/itv<vtovr  iv(|jotij8  Uuyt'ifjtoitf  ol  few 


tl  x.'!‘>v  »!t)  bliiofli  ooil  ^ /^‘ 

odl  Jooclli'W  /idV5  ,yii>^iTb  im  bloo:^  feoaoqqU'^  lx  ^ ^ . i 


irjQti 


tiii  Vjnm  ii  |%n  yiair  «•  b«6|,,i-^vt>Vori  ,I^J  OiU 

..<.'  v'l  Kiv/  uV/’  .)( b-j^Ri  lif  OwJl  '«i4lj»  b tfuvoiq  ibblw  Jhiq^t  orlbwoi!.i  oi  o ’ Oj 


-uiij-'rtoO  od i^c«^u  enotvo  ol  pd  .'il/t 

••M.Vrifjoi  \rn«  % 9^1  ijf <U  I 4^^b!»:30f|niq  rioft 

t AM  A*.i  I I . « f w itf^A  Iw/biil  rri  Y4fiSil 


-liiin 

fl'jni 


p i9vt»  « 0^11  boj»  Ri  di0d 

,vi»i  V>  la-t  -JO  xim  bnu  bo^  i9l 

'to  ■H^>vbK2oi»';q  I*'*)!  o^oqml  neo^-^ 

'^miD  ^HiJ  b’joJr  luo 

b'')»nMbd  xx'^wv 
-ti,l  «>d) 

JBti'j  ’I«‘K|V{8'i^lVy  .,-  ...  .„  , , , ,,  , . 

«t'  rnnnvt  *)'?■.  i’Sifld  lo  iitl^qtsd  odt 

V . ,^,  ^ •,  ^ ^Ik>W  0<U^ 


h>c>fbrv  10  ^ i^'iiIO 

})  * irJ) ■>'!  #j^|).l  itt'iitf '»ijl '^f'  sdl 

^i|/  IWV^  RrYR9U7!>#  'o« 

iii  ^ '^T.'l-. -y... I.. 'MJi— 1. iv*  t.  ..alu  a^..t  T 


;.(  od  laiTi:  bluoit  «9}clgi  ftolmU 

ofAut  Iid«&ib';k|9i'tob«^'  mdio  ils 

-J  Si}  bftiCjw  t«-»l  d'Sm'^bti^Jbxwr 


.e'j  t Miti 

^v/f!  I nni  ; M »\  >lnyv/  fi.  Vd'^b^tiW^iflof  * 


V.  t,.75i  ...mftijk/'i  ly^'.lr ia*u,  . , _ 

ftidt 

v'l<qqy-i' , Amm 

B5»shit  mob^  r^HlT  *k*  vo4l 

i^nu  trip  od r?.»  d-SirtTSii^ttR  i^  '**  1o  rirjdqillom'  lijdl 

' d'JWi  hi  ei  vfodil  i6t>o*^8ot  im 

^ 4i.  it)i.<)itiqo  ol  vfti;  10  ylijoj'iKa  « ntwpj 

'V  -rag-'-  ...  , , ..  '■ 

■ ,=  ^^’ ,loiltrt  lj-->*00iklA9  4,i-';7i4j'X'*'H  '' 
i#i-^b  i^'H  ibniilus/o  lo  udi  iii  lruiiio7flOO  1^45!^  oHi  .rJ  aw)^  *^*54!x;| 


,.^V 


r 


■/A' 


223 


niischlefs  have  heen  coirimitted  by  religious  persecution.  Under  the  color  of 
re!iL{ious  tests,  the  utmost  cruelties  have  been  exercised.  Those  in  power 
Iiave  generally  considered  all  wisdom  centred  in  themselves,  that  they  alone 
had  the  right  to  dictate  to  the  rest  of  mankind,  and  that  all  op{)osition  to  their 
tenets  was  profane  and  impious.  The  consequence  of  this  intolerant  spirit 
has  l)cen  that  each  church  has  in  turn  set  itself  up  against  every  other,  and 
persecutions  and  wars  of  the  most  implacable  and  bloody  nature  have  taken 
[dace  in  every  part  of  the  world.  America  has  set  an  example  to  mankind 
to  think  more  rationally — that  a man  maybe  of  religious  sentiments  dilfering 
from  our  own,  without  being  a bad  member  of  society.  The  princijiles  of 
toleration,  to  the  honor  of  this  age,  are  doing  away  those  errors  and  preju- 
dices which  have  so  lo.ng  prevailed  even  in  the  most  intolerant  countries.  In 
Roman  Cadioiiy  lands  principles  of  moderation  are  adopted  whiclr  would 
ha\e  been  spurned  a century  or  two  ago.  It  will  be  fatal,  indeed,  to  tind  tlic 
time,  when  examples  of  toleration  are  set  even  by  arbitrary  governments, 
that  this  country,  so  impressed  with  the  highest  sense  of  liberty,  should 
adopt  principles  on  this  subject  that  were  narrow,  despotic  and  illiberal.” 

These,  tiicn,  were  the  sentiments  of  the  compatriots  of  IVashingion.  I 
commend  them  to  the  state  of  Ids  birth-— in  tills  fatal  hour  of  the  icquihiic— 
when  the  poisonous  drops  of  a hondJ  fanaticism,  and  a not  less  horrid  big- 
otry, are  distdlied  intd  the  eai's  of  the  people — when  an  “airy  devil  hovers  in 
har  sky  and  rains  down  mischief!”  Shall  v:e  go  forward  to  that  crag  which 
beetles  over  an  unfathomable  abyss,  or  shall  we  stand  now  and  forever  as  a 
commonwealth  upon  our  glorious  act  of  religious  freedom.^ 

“ Shall  W8,  on  this  fair  mountain,  have  Iea\e  to  feed.  ” 

My  next  point  is,  that  the  principles  of  the  Orange  Americans,  that  “Ame- 
rica shall  be  ruled  by  Americans;”  that  “ foreigners  ouglit  not  to  be  eligible 
to  odico,”  and  “ that  all  public  positions  ougr.t  to  be  filled  by  natives  of  the 
soil,”  are  nothing  more  than  revdvals  of  the  doctrines  of  Federalism,  Brilisk 
Federalism  in  its  worst  type;  of  tliat  party  in  this  country  which  has  !iad  so 
little  of  Americanism  about  it,  that  in  every  war  that  we  have  ever  lead,  it 
has  been  against  that  very  ilag  avhich  is  now  used  as  a symbol,  a desecrated 
syml;ol,  in  tiieir  Jesuitical  orgies,  and  dernagoguical  rnj^steries.  What  are 
the  proofs  ? 

On  the  3d  day  of  iMay,  179S,  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  of  IMassachusctts,  a 
Federalist,  and  afterwards  a n'lember  of  the  infamous  Kartfu'd  Convention, 
introduced  into  Congressthis  resolution  : — [Annals  .5th  Congress,  page  1.570.] 

“ Resolved,  That  no  alien  born,  who  is  not  at  present  a citizen  of  the 

United  States,  shall  hereafter  he  capable  of  holding  any  ollice  of  honor,  trust 

or  profit  under  the  United  States.” 

d’ho  Democratic  party  then,  as  now,  took  ground  against  this  most  Illiberal 
exclusion . We  shall  show  this  by  the  debates. 

IMr.  \ enable,  of  Virginia,  (Democrat,)  did  not  think  the  House  were 

authorized  to  enact  such  a principle  into  a law.  If  taken  up  at  all  it  ougfit 

to  be  considered  as  a ])roposItion  for  amending  the  Constitution.  If  it  was 
thought  necessary  by  geniiernon  to  amend  the  Constitution  in  this  wav,  by 
not  make  tlie  proposition  After  foreigners  were  admitted  as  citizen'^.  Con- 
gress had  not.  the  power  of  declaring  what  should  be  their  riglRs;  tlie  Consti- 
tution has  done  thi-.  Foreigners  nuwt  therefore  be  refused  the  privih.-ge  of 
hecoraing  citizens  altogether  or  admitted  to  all  the  rights  of  citici-n'. 

Mr.  Otis,  ol  Massachusetts",  ( f'edeiaiist,)  had  no  idea  this  [)ropO"ition  a.'u'd 
be  considered  as  a proposition  to  amend  the  Con.stitution.  If  the  House  had 
the  j)ower  to  amend  the  naturalization  law,  and  extend  the  time  of  residence 
necessary  to  entitle  an  alien  to  clti'zenship,  they  could  certaiiily  extend  it  to 
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t!ie  life  of  a man.  Tlie  idea  of  citizenship  did  not  always  include  the  ])ower 
of'IiOiding  o.'iices.  In  Croat  Briiain  no  aijon  was  ever  permitted  to  htdd  an 
otFico  ; ho  wi.'^imd  might  not  be  allowed  to  do  it  here! 

Mr.  Venable,  in  ro^dy.  He  did  not  believe  Congress  had  the  power  of 
sayitig  men  wlio  were  entitled  to  hold  othces  by  the  Constitution  shall  not 
]jold  Ihem. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  ( Democrat.) — If  a man  is  a citizen  he  is 
eligible  to  otiice  ayreeablv  to  the  constitutional  rule,  and  that  could  not  he 
altered  bylaw.'  Ifthe  people  cboo.'e  to  elect  a foreigner  as  a member  of 
the  Legislature,  if  lie  iiati  been  a citizen  seven  years,  Congress  could  not  say 
he  .■should  not  be  eligible. 

IMr.  Otis,  in  continuation. — “ IVhat  advantage  w’as  derived  to  this  country 
from  giving  foreigners  eligibility  to  oifice  The  people  of  this  country  were 
certainly  equal  to  tlie  legislation  and  atlministnition  of  their  own  government. 
He  had  n.o  doubt  many  aliens  would  become  very  valuable  acquisitions  to  this 
country  ; but  he  had  no  i'loa  of  oduiitting  them  into  the  government.  Great 
Britain  was  very  careful  of  the  avenues  which  led  to  lier  freedom.  Aliens 
were  there  excluded  from  liolding  all  places  of  honor,  proht  or  trust.  It  had 
not  only  been  thought  good  policy  in  times  past  to  encourage  foreigners  to 
come  la  this  country,  but  a!>o  to  admit  them  into  the  Legislature  and  it:.};or- 
tant  orlices.  But' now  .America  is  growing  into  a nation  of  importance,  and 
it  would  be  an  object  w ltli  foreign  nations  to  gain  an  infiuence  in  ourcon.neiD; 
and  before  such  an  attempt  was  made  it  was  proper  to  make  provision 
against  it !” 

How  many  s})eeches  have  we  lately  heard  which  are  like  this  one  of  Mr. 
Otis  ! 

It  .seems,  too,  that  anotlicr  ])lea,  very  commonly  put  forward  was  then  in 
vogue  too. 

- iMr.  McDowell,  of  N.  C.,  (Democrat.) — “ It  has  been  said  our  population 
was  now  suilicient,  and  that  the  privileges  heretofore  allowed  to  foreigners 
might  now  be  withdrawn.  In  some  parts  of  the  country  this  might,  in  some 
degree,  be  the  case  ; but  he  knew  there  were  other  parts  which  wanted  popu- 
lation.'’ 

Eobert  Ccodloe  Harper,  South  Cm-olina,  (Federalist,) — ‘‘Believed  it  was 
high  time  we  siioiddt  recover  Lotn  the  mi.-tako  which  this  countrv  fell  into 
when  it  lirst  hegaii  lo  iorm  its  Con-titution,  of  admiitting  foreigners  to  citizen- 
ship. He  believed  the  time  h ?d  riovv  come  when  it  was  proper  to  declare 
that  nothing  l>ut  birth  .'liould  ei^title  a man  to  citizenship  in  this  count, y. 
This  was  the  Engh.'h  do'  ! rimw  He  was  for  giving  foreigner*';  every  faedity 
for  aenui.^ing  properiy,  of  Imhiuig  t.his  pro[>erty,  of  raising  their  families,  and 
of  trem.-ferring  tru-dr  re'opcrty  da  tiieir  f.innhes.  Ho  was  willing  they  siiould 
form  ciuzens  lor  us:  ou*,  as  tr)  the  riylits  ol'  citizenship,  he  was  not  willing 
they  ^houkl  be  enjoyed  excer.t  !.,y  ])i  r<ons  born  on  the  .soil.  If  the  native 
citizens  are  indeed  adequate  to  the  |)erformance  of  tlm  duties  of  the  govern- 
ment, he  could  not  .'ee  (or  wiiat  reasons  .strangers  are  admitted.  N:me  but 
persons  borm  in  t.hc  country  .-houhi  Ije  j'ennittc'd  to  take  part  in  .the  govern- 
ment. He  moved  to  amend  by  M.dduag  the  folh, wing  words  : ‘ or  of  \utingat 
the  election  of  ariy  iiiember  of  tiic  Legisiature  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
any  .-late.’  ” 

Ti.e  alien  law  was  tlum  unU'-r  con-lderatiun,  upon  which,  and  tlie  seiiih^n 
law,  Virginia  pi-^ed  h'V  ren'ovm  '1  icodut i,  u;  iri  Vfc  need  not  row  .,!  • 

Jude  .*;peciricihy  to  ics  ;;ro\ i'i-,.',-..  li;  gave  the  pre.-ident  power  to  order  all 
aliens  he  may  judge  daugerou"  to  the  knited  States,  or  that  he  may  siispimt  to 
be  .'•■f),  to  depart  out  of  thv-  erjimtry  i-i  such  time  as  he  himself  may  specily. 
And  it  ordered  to  d'*part,  an  : he  remained  witf.out  a licem-e  from  the  preC- 
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ilcnt,  he  was  to  be  Imprisoned  for  a term  of  three  years,  and  forever  debarred 
of  all  the  privileges  of  a citizen. 

The  debates  show  that  the  Democratic  party  opposed  this  act,  and  it  be- 
came one  of  the  grand  lines  of  demarcation  in  ISOO.  The  liberal  policy 
established  by  our  fathers  was  not  suOicienl  for  the  Federalists,  who  desired 
to  make  America  conform  to  Britain  in  regard  to  aliens,  in  regard  to  a hank, 
in  regard  to  the  whole  governmental  policy.  Here,  again,  the  Democratic 
party,  i»i  peace  as  in  war,  wmre  the  American  party,  as  they  are  now,  and  as 
we  trust  ever  shall  be.  But  to  the  proofs  : 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Connecticut,  Federalist,  [Annals  of  oth  Congress,  1798,] 
“alluded  to  the  vast  number  of  naturalizations  which  lately  took  place  in  this 
city  (Philadelphia)  to  support  the  party  opposed  to  the  president  (John 
Adams)  in  a particular  election.” 

Have  we  not  heard  similar  language  used  in  our  day  by  the  men  in  favor 
of  the  same  course  of  policy  ? 

Mr.  Sewell,  (Democrat.) — “ What  is  to  be  feared  from  the  residence  of 
aliens  among  us?  Anything  to  ruin  the  country?  He  acknovvledged  ir.nr*y 
inconveniences  arose  from  this  circumstance,  but  more  from,  their  own  un- 
natural children,  who  in  the  bosom  of  their  parent  conspired  her  destruction.” 

Then,  it  w^as  the  cry  of  the  French,  no\v  it  is  the  power  of  the  Pope,  wnhich 
is  made  the  pretext  for  this  new  agitation.  Listen  ! 

IMr.  Allen,  of  Connecticut,  (Federalist.) — A person  in  this  city,  who  has 
too  respectable  a standing,  and  who  is  doing  too  much  business  in  it,  has  de- 
clared that  he  wished  to  see  a French  arm.y  land  in  this  country,  and  tliat  he 
would  do  all  in  his  power  to  further  their  landing.  He  had  heard  nearlv  tiie 
same  thing  from  another  quarter.  Not  that  he  was  himself  afraid  of  being 
assassinated  or  having  the  city  burnt. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  (Dem.)  of  Pennsylvania.™ This  bill  wms  not  only  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  justice  and  reason,  but  to  the  plain  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution. The  Co.nstitution  says  “that  no  person  shall  be  dejudved  of  life, 
limb  or  property,  witiiout  due  process  of  law.”  But  here  persons  may  be 
deprived  of  their  liberty  without  any  process  of  law,  or  being  guilty  of  any 
crime. 

IMr.  Livingston,  (Dern.)  of  N.  Y. — He  esteemed  it  as  one  of  the  most  for- 
tunate occurrences  of  his  life,  that  after  an  inevitable  absence  from  a seat  in 
that  house,  he  had  arrived  in  time  to  express  his  dissent  to- this  monstrous 
bill.  It  would  have  been  a sou  re  of  eternal  regret  and  the  keenest  remorse 
if  any  private  atfairs  had  depidved  him  of  the  opportunity  of  recording  hi.s 
vole  against  an  act  he  believed  in  direct  violation  of  the  Constitution,  ami 
marked  w'ith  every  characteristic  of  the  most  odious  despotism.  By  this  act 
the  president  alone  i.s  authorized  to  make  the  law' — to  fix  in  his.  own  mind 
what  acts,  what  words,  what  thoughts  or  looks  shall  constitute  the  crime  con- 
templated by  the  bill,  that  is,  the  crime  of  “being  suspected  to  be  dangerous 
to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  United  States.”  This  comes  completely  w i(h- 
in  the  detinition  of  despjotisrn — an  union  of  legislative,  executive  and  judicial 
powers. 

Mr.  Tazewell,  (Dern.)  of  Virginia — Knew  of  but  one  power  given  to  Con- 
gre.ss  by  the  Constitution  v/hich  could  exclusively  apply  to  aliens,  and  tliat 
was  Fae  power  of  naturalization.  Whether  this  was  a power  which  e.xdudeu 
the  states  front  its  exerc  <e,  or  gave  to  Congress  only  a concurrent  autiioriiy 
ovcM-  tPe  .subject,  he  would  not  now  pretend  to  say.  Bet  it  neicher  aul.h  j.r~- 
i/.(  d Cniigres.s  to  prohibit  the  migration  of  foreigners  to  any  state,  nor  to  ban- 
ish them  when  admitted.  It  was  a power  which  could  only  authorize  Con- 
gres.s  to  give  or  wdthhold  citizenship.  The  states,  notwithstanding  lids  power 
ot  naturdlizatioQ,  could  impart  to  aliens  the  right  of  suflVage,  and  the  right  to 
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purchase  and  hold  lands.  There  was  in  this  respect  no  restraint  upon  the 
states. 

At  the  same  session  the  sedition  law  passed — a law  aimed  at  the  natives, 
as  the  other  was  aimed  at  tlie  foreigners.  It  provided  that  anv  one  ^vho 
should  v/rite,  print,  utter  or  publish,  or  cause  or  procure  the  same  to  be  doiie, 
any  malicious  writing  against  the  government  of  the  United  States,  or  eitlir-r 
house  of  Congress,  or  the  president,  should  be  punished  by  a fine  not  exceed- 
ing  two  thousand  dollars’;  and  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years.  It 
is  not  necessary  now  to  dip  into  the  debates  on  this  branch  of  the  subject. 
It  would  extend  this  paper  longer  than  we  desire.  It  is  sufficient  to  sav^'that 
the  same  principles  were  involved- — the  same  division  of  parties  took  "place 

— the  same  liberality  was  advocated  by  the  ikmerican  Democratic  party 

and  the  same  narrowness  and  exclusion  found  advocates  among  those  who, 
instead  of  mapping  out  a system  of  Americails  and  America,  looked  to  En- 
gland for  the  great  principles  of  their  public  action.  The  feeling  of  the  time 
may  be  deduced  from  a letter  of  Titnothy  Pickering  to  Alexander  Hamilton, 
both  noted  Federalists. — [6  Hamilton’s  Works,  303.] 

'‘‘The  alien  bills  introduced  into  tlio  houses  of  Congress  have  undergone 
such  alterations  I do  not  know  their  present  form.  Of  one  thing,  however, 
you  may  rest  assured,  that  they  will  not  err  on  the  side  of  severity,  much 
less  of  cruelty.’!  v/ 

Here,  perhaps,  it  may  be  well  for  a m.oment  to  pause,  and  dwell  upon  a 
most  remarkable  prediction  made  by  Duncan  of  Ohio,  in  a speech  delivered 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  lOlli  of  February,  1S45. [Appen- 

dix 28  Congress,  vol.  11,  page  413.] 

“ Indulge  me  while  I expose  a few  of  the  corrupt  and  iniquitous  measures 
which  have  ever  marked  t!ie  course  of  the  Federal  party,  not  only  to  secure 
their  elections,  but  to  secure  their  fayorite  measures.  " It  is  a fundamental 
principle  of  Federalism,  tliat  the  want  of  intelligence  of  the  comm.on  people 
makes  them  unfit  for  self-government ; and  they  being  of  the  uncommon 
class,  should  of  rl^lit  be  (he  governors.  Hence  it" is,  that  all  their  means  to 
secure  their  elections  and  their  favorite  measures,  are  directed  to  the  sun- 
posed  ignorance  and  stupidity  of  the  people — that  ihey  know  Jiofhinc:!  'l 
will  trace  up  some  of  those  means  from  an  earlj/  period  of  our  o-oyerifment. 
by  which  the  Federal  party  may  be  k?)own  under  whatever  name  they  mav 
have  a'^sumed,  or  may  hereafter  assume  for  political  deception ; for  s"o  lon"g 
as  they  shall  be  known  by  their  true  name,  and  their  principles  are  known 
to  correspond  with  their  name,  the  Democracy  must  and  will  triumph. 

“ I begin  with  the  unprincipled  practice  the"y  have  of  changing  their  name. 
They  have  changed  their  name  with  the  periodical  return  of  "every  presiden- 
tial election  ; and  this  tor  the  purpose  of  concealing  iheir  principles  and 
deceiving  tl-e  people.  Tfmir  last  name  was  IVhig,  and  that  name  they  kept 
as  long  as  it  would  answer  any  purpose ; but  they  will  neyer  fight  another 
battle  under  tlie  banner  inscnb’.'d  W big  again.  Having  exhausted  the  pc.iit- 
ical  vocabulary,  they  will  return  to  the  abuse  and  persecution  of  the  IriMh 
and  Germans  which  characterized  the  party  in  the  administration  of  the  elder 
Adams.  Nothing  is  longer  to  be  Fared  Dorn  a change  of  name.  The  peo- 
ple contemplate  them  as  (hey  do  a stranger,  who  gives  liimself  a new  er 
diffierent  name  in  every  town  or  village  through  whicJi  he  passes.  They  lo  A' 
upon  him  as  a scape-gallows  or  horse-thief  who  merits  the  rope  or  the" peni- 
tentiary.” 

The  best  commontary  upon  this  fia-aage.  is  the  following  editorial  from  the 
New  York  Express,  a Whig  paper,  of  the  date  of  tiie  Uth  of  February  las,  : 

“ It  gives  us  no  plea'-ure  to  refer  to  the  past  glory  of  the  Whig  party,  or  lo 
write  the  obituary  of  that  which  we  have  joyed  in  and  joyed  over;  hut  we 
conduct  a newspaper,  not  a Hook  of  Lamentations,  and  we  cannot  shut  our 
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eves  to  coiitinually  occurring  facts.  The  Whig  platform,  ' previously  spit 
upon,’  to  quote  the  coarse  phrase  of  a city  contemporary,  has  now  been  so 
shatiercd  by  tiie  wlthdiawal  of  its  main  piotective  tariff  plank,  that  there  is 
not  enough  left  of  the  corpse,  we  fear,  for  any  species  of  political  anatomiza- 
tioM.  Internal  im.proverneiit  is  a vague  idea;  a proteftive  tariff  is  abandon- 
cd  even  in  New  England,  where  the  manufacturers  say  it  is  not  only  not 
fiecded,  but  has  become  an  embarrassment,  just  as  in  England  when  the. 
Feelitc  manufacturers  turned  their  somerset  and  dung  out  the  barmer  of  free 
trade,  ivlassacbusetts  now  stand.s  with  Alabama  on  the  tariff.  I'he  currency 
issues  have  been  superseded  by  the  railroads  and  magnetic  telegraphs,  whicii 
do  away  with  all  necessity  for  any  great  regulator  of  the  domestic  exchequer. 
Fndeed,  there  is  not  a 'Whig  principle  that  Clay  and  "VVehstcr  fought  for,  tlrat 
is  not  dead  and  buried  ! Nevertiieless,  W^hig  hosts  will  'hover  for  months 
over  the  tombs  of  Clay  and  AVebster,  and  the  principles  'buried  with  them; 
for  mourners  of  parties,  like  other  mourners,  are  the  last  to  believe  in.  the 
dissolution  of  death.” 

Such  being  the  condition  of  the  Whig  party,  what  course  rem.atned  but  to 
do  what  J)imcan  said  they  would  do:  go  back  to  the  old  principles  whidi  vre 
have  shown  to  be  Briti,:>li,  and  not  Arnericaiq  and  abuse  and  persecute  the 
Irish  and  Dutcii,  with  an  addition  of  British,  not  American,  disqualificatioiis 
against  Catholics They  hoped  in  this  way  to  seduce  off  a sufficient  num- 
ber of  unsuspecting  Protestant  Democrats  to  give  them  the  balance  of  power. 
It  vras  the  last  resort  of  Federalism;  aiui,  to  crown  ail,  they  steal  their  '.cry 
war-cries  of  hostility  against  the  Pope,  of  his  power  to  exempt  his  subjccis 
from  the  oath  of  allegiance,  from  the  bigotry  and  Intolerance  of  England. 
This  device  was  used  there  for  centuries,  and  after  being  reduced  so  low  tlial 
no  respectable  man  in  that  kingdom  will  use  it,  it  is  vamped  up  and  p 'raded 
here  as  something  new,  patriotic  and  American!  I wish  I had  the  time  to 
go  into  this  branch  of  the  subject,  but  I must  postpone  it  to  a future  pai>^’r. 

On  the  slavery  question— on  the  extension  of  territory— -on  foreigneia- — 
the  old  Federal  party  occupied  precisely  the  same  grounds  now  occupied  by 
the  Protestant  Jesuits  of  the  north.  I design  hereafter,  if  I can  Ihul  Ihu 
leisure,  to  show  this  in  detail;  but  I must  for  the  present  confine  myself  to 
the  latter  branch  of  the  subject  alone. 

Let  us  pursue  still  furtlier  the  history  of  parties  on  the  alien  que.-tion. 
Virginia  declared  her  sentiments  in  the  resolutions  of  Madison  in  179S.  I'j 
which,  in  spite  of  Federal  jeers  and  jibes,  we  are  forced  back  more  and 
more  every  year'for  an  exposition  of  the  true  powers  and  functions  of  ihis 
confederacy. 

In  the  language  of  one  of  these,  resolutions,  “the  General  A.ssembly  pr>- 
tests  against  the  palpable  and  alarming  infractions  of  the  Cormditution,  in  t!.«- 
late  case  of  tlie.  alien  and  sedition  acts,  parsed  at  the  last  scs.-'ion  ot  Congre-‘^. 
which  exercise  powers  nowhere  delegated  to  the  fedt-ral  government,  and  by 
uniting  legislative  and  judicial  powers  to  tliose  of  executive,  subverts  the 
general  principles  of  a free  government.” 

Alexander  Hamilton,  true  to  the  Instincts  of  Federall'^m,  could  ime  It: 
these  sentiments  pass.  He  relers  to  Jeiferson‘s  opinions  on  emigration,  c,v- 
pressed  in  his  notes  on  '^'irginia,  which  are  quoted  now  in  all  the  Aufun 
t)raiige  councils  as  indicating  his  approval  of  their  work,  and  then  makc.> 
animadversions  on  the  passage  of  tiie  message  we  have  quoted.  In  v.  hicii  v.  n 
‘'■hall  see  tlie  very  language  now  used  by  tb.ern  and  their  adlicrcnts  up'Ui  :i..s 
subject.  He  says: — !?  Hamiltorr’s  Works,  771.] 

“ It  is  certain  that  .had  the  1 tie  election  been  decided  erdirely  by  n r-0>  e 
citizens  and  native  vote.s  : had  foreign  auxiliaries  been  rejected  on  boii:  .-ui- 
the  man  who  ostcntatiouslv  vaunts  that  the  doors  of  puhiic  honor  and  coiJt- 
dence  have  been  burst  open  to  him,  would  not  now  have  been  at  the  liead  ct 
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the  American  nation.  The  pathetic  and  plaintive  exclamations,  by  'which 
the  sentiment  is  enforced,  naight  be  liable  to  much  criticism,  if  we  are  to 
consider  it  in  any  other  light  than  as  a llourish  of  idietoric.  It  might  be 
asked,  in  return,  does^tiie  right  to  asylum  or  hospitality  carry  with  it  the 
right  to  sidfrage  and  sovereignty  ? And  what,  indeed,  was  the  courteous 
receiatlon  which  was  given  to  our  forefathers  by  the  savages  of  the  wilder- 
. ' ness?  'When  did  these  humane  and  philanthropic  savages  exercise  the  poli- 
cv  of  incoimorating  strangers  among  themselves  on  the  first  arrival  in  the 
country?  IVhen  did  tliey  adinit  them  into  their  huts  to  make  part  of  their 
families?  And  when  did  they  distinguish  them  by  making  them  their 
sachems  and  chiefs?” 

We  have  now  traced  the  division  of  parties  on  this  subject  to  the  time  of 
Jefferson,  by  an  appeal  to  the  record,  and  by  undoubted  authorities.  We 
may  hereafter  carry  tlje  parallel  down  to  our  own  days.  It  can  be  done 
most  conclusively,  but  we  mmst  reserve  other  views  for  another  occasiom 
To  show  how  consistent  Federalism  was  on  this  subject,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  refer  to  th.e  proceedings  of  the  Hartford  Convention.  W’c  shall  select  two 
resolutions,  as  in  point. 

The  first  was,  that  the  most  inviolable  secrecy  shall  be  observed  by  each 
member  of  tb.is  convention,  including  the  secretary,  as  to  ail  propositions, 
debates  and  proceedings  thereof,  until  this  injunction  shall  be  removed,  sus- 
pended or  altered.” 

The  next  is,  “That  no  person  who  shall  hereafter  be  a naturalized  citizen 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  eligible  as  a member  of  the  Senate,  or  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  nor  be  capable  of  holding 
any  civil  ofiice  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States.” 

At  this  point  we  mu>L  close,  leaving  other  views  for  the  future.  We  have 
written  mainly  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  young  men  of  the  state,  over  -whosn 
' this  American  Orange  organization  is  most  zealously  striving  to  obtain  con- 
trol. By  subtle  appeals  to  their  patriotism — to  their  native  pride — to  their 
holy  zeal  for  the  land  of  their  birth,  tiiey  seek  to  draw'  them  into  a crusade 
against  the  purest  principles  of  our  constitutional  faith — against  the  very 
heart  of  the  nation.  Let  the  young  men  of  the  state  go  back  to  the  precepts 
and  doctrines  of  our  ancestors,  as  imrein  delineated,  and  then  decide  for 
themselves  the  question  whether  they  will  follow'  those  who  have  proven 
themselves  to  be  tiie  ligfits  of  the  universe-immortal  not  less  in  their  con- 
sciousness than  in  their  maintenance  of  the  right  in  religion  as ’well  as  in  the 
state  or  whetlier  they  will  forswear  the  ancient  colors  of  the'  republic,  and 
go  back  in  the  history  of  the  human  race  four  hundred  years,  to  the  exclu- 
sions, the  penalties  and  disabilities,  both  political  and  religious,  which,  instead 
of  being  indigenous  to  our  soil,  are  but  poisonous  exotics  transplanted  from 
(Ireat  Britain  ! Believe  me,  this  is  not  an  age.  to  deprive  humanity  of  any 
of  its  dear-bought  privileges.  Human  ingenuity  may  go  very  far,  but  no 
mode  can  be  devised  to  justify  persecution — to  sanctify  bigotry,  or  deify  the 
crimes  which  we  may  commit  on  our  fellow  men.  Passion  and  prejudice 
may  go  far,  very  far  too;  they  may  establish  parties,  they  may  give  them 
temporary  success,  but  they  will  realize  the  refiections  of  Sandoval  to  Henry: 

ALvoys  stnve.st  thou  to  be  great 
By  thine  own  act, — yet  art  thou  never  great. 

But  by  the  in.spiration  of  great  nassinn  ; 

The  whirl  blast  come':,  Dip  ijesert  sands  rise  up 
And  share  ther: -udve-: ; ir.ma  earih  to  heaven  they  stand 
As  thouL’'h  they  tvere  the  piluirs  of  a temple 
Built  by  Omnipotence  in  its  own  honor! 

But  the  blast  pause.^,  and  their  shaping  spirit 
Is  tied  : the  mighty  columns  were  but  sand. 

And  lazy  snakes  trail  over  the  leve-1  ruins  !” 
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In  reply  to  the  arguments,  empty  decIaratioriS,  and  bold  assertions  of  the 
Kuo'.t  Nothings  respecting  the  temporal  power  of  the  Pope,  the  Esandner  pub- 
lished the  foliowiDg  editorial : 

COMFOllT  Foil  THE  PPJGHTENED— CIIEIHr  FOE  THE  FAINT- 
HEARTED. 

There  is  a convenient  provision  in  the  secret  constitution  of  the  Know  Noth- 
ing Order,  (not  promulged,  however,  in  tlieir  publislied  Easis  Principles,)  allow- 
ing their  grand  National  Council  to  grant  dispensations  to  the  Councils  in  the 
States,  exempting  them  from  such  provisions  of  that  instrument  as  may  not  be 
locally  popular.  Accordingly,  the  Councils  of  Louisiana,  a State  settled  chiAly 
by  Ficnch  Catholics,  have  a dispensation  from  all  those  articles  of  their  cc-osti- 
tuticn  which  are  proscriptive  of  Catholics^  and  would  exclude  that  sect  from 
olFieo  and  from  sutfrage.  So  that  in  the  very  State  in  which — if  there  were 
real  danger  from  the  temporal  authority  of  the  Pope,  that  danger  would  be  im- 
miqent  and  appalHcg, — this  valiant  order  of  Protestant  lions  are  roaring  as 
gently  as  sucking  doves  against  the  Ptoinish  hierarchy. 

^Vhile  the  Order  in  Louisiana  are  courting  Catholic  votes  with  commendable 
assiduity,  their  brethren  in  the  State  of  A'irginia  are  in  a terrible  state  of  alarm 
on  the  subject  of  a Popish  invasion,  and  are  quoting  newspaper  authority  from 
Dublin,  to  show  that  the  Pope  does  claim  the  power  to  depose  sovereigtis  from 
their  thrones — a power  that  might  be  exerted  with  dreadful  efiect  upon  the 
sovereigns  of  Screamersville,  Batchertown,  and  the  Hanover  Slashes. 

Vdhen  we  hear  intelligent  Virginia  gentlemen,  entitled  to  be  respected  fur 
candor  on  every  other  subject,  inveighing  against  Popes  and  Catholics,  as 
inimical  to  the  State  GoverDment  of  Virginia,  and  threatening  to  tiie  ohicial 
safety  of  Governor  Joseph  Johnson,  we  are  tempted  to  inquire  in  derision  and 
compassion,  why  this  valorous  assault  on  eight  thousand  Catholics  in  Virginia.'^ 
while  their  order  havenot  the  honesty,  the  candor,  the  patriotism,  or  tlm  cour.i[ie 
to  lift  a finger  against  that  denominatiou  in  Louisiana,  where  they  arc  really 
immerous  and  strong,  and  where,  if  their  ascendancy  were  really  dangerous  to 
free  institutions,  it  would  deserve  their  attention. 

But  proving  the  hypocrisy  of  Know  Nothiugism,  by  pointing  to  the  chang- 
ing hues  of  its  chameleon  cbarlataniy  in  different  quarters  of  the  Union,  may 
not  suiiice,  as  it  should  do,  to  remove  the  apprehensions  of  weak  iniiidcd,  but 
well  meaning  Virginians  about  Fopish  and  Catholic  machinatiens  against  their 
government  and  liberties.  If  these  were  indeed  in  danger  from  such  a source, 
it  IS  ver}’  plm’n  from  the  conduct  of  the  Know  Nothings  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana tiiat  safety  is  not  to  be  sought  in  that  weather-cock  Order,  but  ttiat  it  rt-.sts 
where  the  safety  of  ail  liberty  and  liberal  governments  rt sts — in  the  strong 
arms  and  brave  hearts  of  a free  people.  This  Know  Nothing  clamor  abceut  luc 
j'opc  and  his  autliririty,  is  a pusilbinimous  outcry,  appeahug  to  the  tears  ot  the 
people  ngaioit  a sort  of  danger  from  which  their  own  bravery  and  inteiligcnce 
are  ever  the  sole  and  the  all  sufficient  safeguard. 

The  Know  Nothings,  for  the  want  of  better  authority,  .are  parading  an  edi- 
torial article  from  a foreign  newspaper,  entitled  the  Dublin  Tablet,  .asserting 
the  power  of  the  Dope  in  temporal  affairs,  and  especially  his  power  to  depose 
rulers.  The  assertion  and  the  explanation  of  the  power  claimed  are  both  em- 
bodied in  the  following  S'-nteucc  tioin  the  Dublin  article  : 

“The  deposing  power  (.oc-.s  actually  exist  at  present ; it  is  publicly  t.iug!>t  in 
evs  ry  state  that  considers  itself  free,  it  is  r.he  doctriue  of  Americans,  t"r  &.cy 
deposed  George  UL  It  is  the  doctrine  of  Englishmen,  who  deposed  Jaim  s^II.; 
and  of  Frencitmen,  for  they  have  deposed  the  dymusty  of  the  Bourl'ons,  d.  ho 
‘Spaniards  admit  it,  for  Queen  Isabella’s  throne  is  in  danger,  dhe  dilicrcuce 
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between  the  modern  and  medimval  world  consists  in  tliis.  We  vest  this  lu  the 
people;  our  ancestors,  more  wisely,  in  the  Pope.  In  England,  the  deposio.g 
doctrine  is  made  a law  of  the  kingdom,  to  be  put  in  force  whenever  the  reigu- 
ingsovcreign  prefers  his  soul  to  the  sceptre.  Kings,  of  course,  have  done  their 
utmost  to  discredit  the  doctrine,  and  they  have  gamed  for  themselves,  instead 
of  it,  the  scaffold  and  the  sword.  The  divine  right  of  certain  families  to  govern 
nations  according  to  thdr  will  is  refuted,  not  by  argument,  but  by  exile  or  a 
violent  death.  If  kings  prefer  thi.s  solution  of  the  difficulty  to  that  which 
medimval  principles  offered,  that  is  their  affair.  This,  however,  is  certain,  tlie 
Pope  vasmore  patient  and  consldeiatc  tiian  the  people  are,  and  a deposition  is 
less  injurious  to  society'  than  a bloody  revolution.  A deposition  dues  not  ne- 
cessarily involve  a change  of  dynasty,  but  in  general,  revolution  does ; and 
p>erhaps  kings  might,  on  reffection,  prefer  to  lose  the  crown  to  themselves  only, 
to  losing  it  for  the  family  us  well.'' 

It  is  very  plain  that  this  witness,  whom  the  Know  Nothing  journals,  for  the 
want  of  a better,  have  lugged  in  to  their  support,  and  are  vouchieg  with  so 
‘ much  gusto,  means  to  assert  only  some  such  power  for  the  Catholic  Chrisiian-, 
under  dispensations  froui  the  Pope,  a.s  all  free  people  claim  in  regard  to  the  ci- 
* vil  authority — the  same  power  as  does  actually  exist  among  ail  people  claim- 
ing to  be  free’^ — a power  like  that  which  the  South  claims,  of  secession  from 
the  Union,  and  which  the  people  of  every  free  country  claim,  of  political  revo- 
luiioii  in  the  failure  of  all  other  means  of  redress. 

This  accidentally  discovered  and  solitary  witness  of  the  Know'  Nothings,  there- 
fore, proves  no  practical  claim  of  temporal  power  on  the  part  of  the  Pope,  and  only 
raises  a nice  question  of  political  casuistry,  the  discussion  of  which  now  would 
be  as  useless  as  a discussion  of  the  abstract  doctrines  of  State  secession  and  of 
popular  revolution.  A great  noi.se  w.as  made  in  England,  more  than  fifty  ycar^ 
ago,  about  this  very  idea  of  the  Pope’s  temporal  authority,  aud  evidence  was 
taken  which  is  certainly  entitled  to  more  weight  than  the  loose  and  irresponsible 
editoual  of  a Uublin  editor. 

Mr.  Pitt,  as  Prime  iMinister  of  England,  contemplating  an  act  of  justice  to 
the  Catholics,  solemnly  proposed  a set  of  interrogatories  to  several  of  the  most 
celebrated  Catholic  ff’heological  Universities  in  Europe.  The  fallowing  ques- 
tions were  proposed  : /V/sq  ila.s  the  Pope,  or  have  the  Cardinals,  or  any  body 
of  men,  or  has  any  individual  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  any  civil  anthoriij/, 
power,  jurisdiction  or  pre-eminence  whatever,  within  the  realm  of  Eugland  : 
Second,  Can  the  Pope,  or  Cardinals,  or  any  body  of  men,  or  any  individual  of 
the  Church  of  Home,  absolve  or  dispense  iiis  IMajesfcy’s  subjects  from  their  oath 
of  allegiance,  upon  any  pretence  whatever?  Thirds  Is  there  any  principle  in 
the  tenets  of  the  Catholic  faitii,  by  which  Catholics  are  justified  in  not  keeping 
faith  with  Heretics,  or  other  persr^ns  differing  from  them  in  Religious  opini'm.s, 
in  an)/  transactions  cither  ot  a rmblic  or  private  nature?  To  these  questions 
the  LTdversiries  of  Parts,  Lituvain,  Alcala,  ^Salamanca  and  Valauolid,  after  ex- 
presr^ing  their  astonishment  that  it  cc-uhi  ho  thought  necessary  at  the  close  of  the 
ISth  century,  and  in  a country  so  enlightened  as  Enirland,  to  propose  such  enqui- 
ries, severally  and  iinanimou.sly  un.^iwered  ; 1st,  That  the  Pope,  or  Cardinals,  or 
any  body  of  men,  or  any  individual  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  has  not  and  liavc 
cot  any  civil  authority,  power,  jurisdiction  or  pre-eminence  whatever,  within  tie: 
realm  of  England,  ffdiy,  liiat  the  Pope,  or  Cardinals,  or  any  body  of  men,  or 
any  individual  of  the  Church  of  Rmic,  cannot  absolve  or  dispense  his  3Iaje^ry  s 
.subjects  from  tbeir  oa'h  of  ailegiauco  upon  any  pretext  whatsoever;  and  fidiy. 
That  there  is  no  ]>ri!)c;ple  in  tin;  (cmefs  of  the  Catholic  Faitii,  by  which  (^ar.m.- 
lics  are  justiffed  in  not  keeping  faith  wuth  Heretics,  or  otlier  persons  diffennit 
from  them  in  religious  opinions,  in  tramsactious  either  of  a public  or  a private 
nature.  The  Pope  himseli  was  written  to  upon  the  same  questions,  aiid  ima.-t 
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solemnly  announced  that  his  See  asserted  no  such  claim.  Surely  tliis  i.-^  better 
testimony  than  the  self  contradictory  declaration  of  a Dublin  Catholic  editor. 

\Vc  do  not  rely,  however,  in  a matter  of  this  sort,  upon  documentary  evidence, 
or  newspaper  asseveration.  Wo  take  the  ground,  that  the  people  are  themselves 
Eulhcicnt  to  assert  and  maintain  their  indepeudeuce  of  Popes  of  all  sorts;  and 
that  thev  arc  in  no  danger  of  being  deposed  from  the  sovereignty  with  which 
their  Maker  and  their  Fathers  endowed  them  in  those  States.  Three  thousand 
and  fifty  Protestant  clergy  will  in  vain  hurl  their  anathemas  against  them  from 
Yankee  pulpits,  and  one  Dublin  editor  mayjm potently  proclaim  the  Pope’s  au- 
thority over  their  temporal  concerus,  but  while  they  have  the  right  to  manage 
their  own  affairs,  spite  of  I’opes  and  of  secret  clubs,  they  will  always  be  ready 
and  able  to  maintain  and  support  that  sovereignty.  It  is  only  an  insult  to  the 
inteiligcDce,  the  manliness  and  the  Christian  sentiment  of  the  \drginia  people 
to  maintain  the  possibility  of  a priestcraft  domination  over  tbe'm  from  any  quar- 
ter or  of  any  sort. 

But  what  are  the  historical  evidences  of  the  truth  of  this  charge,  that  Catho- 
lics are  less  attached  to  civil  governments  entitled  to  their  allegiance,  than  other 
denominations?  Surely  the  Catholic  subjects  of  the  British  crown  have  had 
cause  of  oilencc  against  that  government  in  its  persecutions  of  Catholic  Ireland. 
Surely  the  only  Catholic  province  of  that  government,  on  this  continent,  might 
have  been  excused,  while  these  persecutions  of  their  Catholic  brethren,  in  Ire- 
land, were  going  on,  for  seeking  annexation  to  the  United  States.  Surely  the 
French  Catholics  of  Canada  have  had  iaccatives  orianimosity  suiiieicut  to  shako 
tlieir  allegiance  to  the  BriLisli  government  in  its  "humberless  and  bitter  wars 
against  Catholic  France.  Yet  v/iiat  is  the  present  political  slatus  of  Catholic, 
French,  colonial  Canada?  Hear  how  Lord  Nugent  refutes  this  idea  of  a haJ/ 
allegiance  on  the  part  of  Cathobes  : 

Your  other  colonies  revolted;  they  called  on  a Catholic  power  to  support 
them,  and  they  achieved  their  independence.  Catholic  Canada,  with  what  Lord  " 
Liverpool  wmuld  call  her  half-allegiance,  cdone  stood  by  you.  She  fought  by 
your  side  against  the  interference  of  Catl|olic  France.  To  reward  and  encour- 
age her  ioyalt}^,  you  endowed  in  Canada  bishops  to  say  mass,  and  to  ordain 
others  to  say  mass,  whom,  at  that  very  time,  your  laws  would  have  hanged  for 
saying  mass  in  England;  and  Canada  is  still  yours  in  spite  of  Catholic  France, 
ill  spite  of  her  spiritual  obedience  to  the  Pope,  in  spite  of  Lord  Liverpool's  ar- 
gument, and  in  spire  of  the  independence  of  all  the  States  that  ■surround  her. 
This  is  the  only  trial  you  have  made.  Where  you  allow  to  the  pLOinaii  Ca! holies 
tho'.r  religion  undisturbed,  it  has  proved  itself  to  be  compatible  with  the  most 
faithful  allegiance.  It  is  only  where  you  have  placed  allegiance  and  religion  be- 
fore them  a-i  a dilemma,  that  they  have  preferred  (as  who  will  say  that  they 
ought  not?)  their  religion  to  their  allegiance.  How  then  stands  the  iraputatioii  ? 
Disproved  by  history,  disproved  in  all  States  where  both  religions  co-exist,  and 
10  both  hemispheres,  and  asserted  in  an  exposition  by  Lord  Live.pnol,  solemnly 
and  repeatedly  abjured  by  all  Catholics,  of  the  discipline  of  their  Church.” — 
L<>r(l  S iiijf'nt's  Letter  to  Rev.  Sir  Geortje  Zee,  Bart. 

Men  might  id\y  dispute  till  doomsday  over  the  nice  question  in  political  ca- 
suistry ot  the  extent  of  the  Papal  claim  cf  temporal  power  outside  of  Kome. 
But  liere  are  facts  which  iliu.strate  how  devoted  Catholics  may  be  and  are  in  the 
habit  of  showing  themselves  iu  the  practical  matter  of  allegiance.  it  is 

due  to  candor  to  admit  that  tliere  are  historical  instances  iu  which  Cath>,ilics 
have  refused  to  obey  the  caihs  of  tlm  British  Goverument.  The  Irish  Caih-fiic 
iGrliament  refused  to  farnish  taxes  to  support  the  war  agsius;  tlio  ATmTlciin 
(ajlonics  in  their  struggle  for  freedom.  Thou,  too,  there  is  this  notable  passage 
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^'General  Carleton,  finding  the  Canadians  so  decided  in  their  opposition,  had 
recourse  to  the  authority  of  religion.  He  therefore  solicited  Braiid,  the  Bishop 
of  Quebec,  to  publish  a inandamcnt,  to  bo  read  from  the  pulpit,  by  .the  curates, 
in  time  of  diviue  service.  lie  desired  the  prelates  should  exhort  the  people  to 
take  arm.s,  and  second  the  soldiers  of  the  king,  in  their  enterprises  against  the 
colonies.  JUit  the  bishop,  by  a mcynorable.  example  of  p> lei y and  rclhjious  mo- 
deration, refused  to  lend  his  ministry  in  this  viorh ; saying  that  such  conduct  ' 
■would  bo  too  unworthy  the  character  of  the  pastor,  and  too  contrary  to  the  ca- 
nons of  the  Roman  Church.  However,  as  in  all  professions  there  are  indivi- 
duals who  prefer  their  interest  to  their  duty,  and  the  useful  to  the  honest,  a 
few  ecclesiastics  employed  themselves  -with  great  zeal  in  this  affair;  but  all  their 
efforts  were  vain  ; the  Canadians  (Catholics)  persisted  in  their  principles  of  neu- 
trality. The  nobility,  so  well  treated  in  the  act  of  Quebec,  felt  obligated  in 
gratitude  to  promote  in  this  oeciirrence  the  views  of  the  govern meiit,  and  very 
strenuously  exerted  tliomselves  witli  that  intent  on,  but  without  any  better  suc- 
cess. The  exhortations  of  Congress  did  not  contribute  alone  to  confirm  the  in- 
habitants ill  these  sentiments,  &c.  &c. 

“General  Carlcton,  perceiving  that  he  could  make  no  calculation  upon  being 
able  to  form  Canadian  regiments,  and  knowing,  withal,  that  there  existed  in  the 
province  certain  loyalists,  who  would  have  no  repugnance  to  taking  arms,  and 
other  individuals  w’horn  interest  might  easily  induce  to  enlist  as  volunteers,  re- 
solved to  employ  a new  expedient.  He  caused  the  drums  to  beat  up,  in  Que- 
bec, in  order  to  excite  the  people  to  enroll  themselves  in  a corps  to  which  ho 
gave  the  name  of  the  Royal  Highland  Emiyrants.  He  offered  the  most  favo- 
rable conditions.  The  term  of  service  was  limited  to  the  continuance  of  the 
disturbances;  each  soldier  was  to  receive  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  any 
province  of  Borth  America  he  might  choose  ; the  king  paid  himself  the  cus- 
tomary duties  upon  the  acquisition  of  lands  ; for  twenty  years,  the  new  pro- 
prietors were  to  be  exempted  from  all  contribution  for  the  benefit  of  the  crown  ; 
every  married  soldier  obtained  other  fifty  acres,  in  consideration  of  his  wife, 
and  fifty  more  for  account  of  each  of  liis  children,  with  the  same  privileges  and 
exemptions,  besides  the  bounty  of  a guinea  at  the  time  of  enlistment.  In  this 
manner,  Carlcton  succeeded  in  gleaning  up  some  few  soldiers  ; but  he  was  re- 
duced to  attach  much  more  importance  to  the  movements  of  the  Indians” — - 

—-who  proved  thernselved  genuine  ‘‘Native  Americans.” 

It  is  a well  known  fact  that  when  Lord  Howe,  the  first  Briti.sh  commander 
of  the  forces  designated  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  American  war  for  the  inva- 
sion of  this  country,  w’as  ordered  by  the  war  department  to  prepare  for  embar- 
kation, he  wrote  that  he  could  not  trust  the  Irish  Catholic  s*^ldiers  of  bis  army, 
as  all  their  sympathies  were  with  America;  and  the  British  Government  was 
forced  to  buy  ITotestant  Hessians  at  the  rate  of  sixpence  a head  from  the 
Prince  of  Hesse  Cassel.  And  the  emissaries  despatched  to  Germany  wrote 
more  than  once  to  Lord  A't.u'th  complaining  bitterly  of  the  German  Catholics 
interfering  with  the  enlistment  of  soldiers  fur  America. 

There  are  facts,  however,  still  later,  and,  if  possible,  still  stronger  tlinn 
these. 

Catholic  Louisiana  fought  full  as  bravely  and  effectually  as  Know  Nothing 
Massachusetts  against  Catholic  Mexico  in  the  war  of  lSIG-’47.  Ijouisiaua  fur- 
nished seven  regiments  and  7,041  troops  to  fight  against  her  brethren  of  the 
Catholic  faith  in  that  war  of  races  and  religions  ; aiiho'  Know  Nothing  Massa- 
chusetts, in  the  excess  of  her  zeal  against  the  Pope  and  his  p-ug  le,  furuish-d 
hut  one  regiment  of  9d0  men  to  smite  the  ^Icxlcan  priests  ; ami  furnished  tuar. 
number  only  by  dint  or  most  strcTinons  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  natriotic 
Democrats  in  her  borders.  If  you  a.-k  which  three  States  furnished  the  lar- 
gest n'amber  of  troops  in  that  toreign  war  against  a Catholic  nation  and  a Cath- 
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olic  race,  tlio  arcLlves  of  the  country  will  tell  you  that  they  were  the  Catholic 
SfatOii  of  Lnuisi-ina,  Missouri  and  Texas.  These  furnished  respectfully  7,041, 
0,441  and  6,95.:)  niou.  or.  an  aggregate  equal  to  the  total  number  supplied  by 
nil  the  other  States  in  the  Union  I Besides,  it  is  notorious  that  the  regular 
army  of  the  United  States  was  made  up  during  that  war  so  exclusively  of  .Irish, 
(Catholics)  that  it  was  diiiieult  to  had  natives  enough  for  the  non-commissioned 
officers. 

Surely  the  generous  people  of  Virginia  will  consider  the  evidence  of  the 
muster  rolls  of  the  country  a better  tablet  of  Catholic  patriotism,  under  all 
temptations  of  religious  prejudice  and  bigotry,  than  the  newspaper  columns  of 
a raw  Irishman  in  Dublin.  Lot  those  who,  for  political  purposes,  are  seeking 
to  excite  the  hatred  of  the  magnanimous  V^irginia  voters  against  that  patriotic 
people,  read  these  facts  of  history,  and  blush  for  their  lack  of  generosity. 


"s- 

The  arguments  employed  in  Virginia  to  shew  that  the  Know  Nothing  party 
in  the  free  States  sympathised  and  co-operated  with  the  Abolition  or  anti- 
Nebraska  party,  were  supported  by  the  most  overwhelming  and  conclusive 
proof.  'The  evidence  of  this  unholy  alliance^  we  herewith  spread  before  our 
readers  without  comment. 

CHANG  AND  ENG— SAM  AND  THE  WOt)LLY-IIEADS— A CHAP^ 
TER  OF  DEATH  WARRANTS. 

What  a sad  story  are  the  accounts  from  every  quarter  of  the  North,  telling 
of  Sam’s  affiliations  I And  how  cruelly  inopportune  are  these  accounts  for  his 
followers  in  Virginia  I Behold  in  the  following  schedule  the  record  of  the 
strollirig  Yankee  Abolitionist’s  delinquencies  at  the  North.  We  begin  with 
New  York. 

THE  VOICE  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  LEGISLATURE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  New  York  before 
their  recent  adjournment.  The  negative  vote  in  the  Senate  was  five  to  nine 
out  of  some  thirty  in  the  affirmative,  and  in  the  House  it  ranged  from  about 
eleven  nays  to  sixty  yea.s.  The  very  few  Democrats  in  the  Legislature  voted 
generally  against  the  resolution.s,  and  the  Seward  Whigs  and  the  Know  Noth- 
ings seem  to  have  gone  in  a body  for  them  : 

V hcreas  the  passage  of  the  bill  organizing  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and 
Nebra.'ka,  and  repealing  that  portion  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  which  pro- 
hibited the  existence  of  slavery  within  their  limits,  for  the  piirpose  of  permit- 
ting its  establishment  upon  their  soil,  was  a gross  violation  of  good  faith,  and 
inflicted  grievous  wrong  upon  free  Tabor  and  free  principles  throughout  the 
Union  ; 

[Passed — yeas  Gl,  nays  9.] 

And  whereas  this  act  and  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  consummated  demonstrate 
the  determination  of  the  slavebohling  interest  to  use  the  power  of  the  lederal 
Igovornment  to  promote  the  indoimite  extension  and  permanent  estabU.''hmeut 
of  slavery  ; 

[Passed— 56  to  15.] 

And, whereas  Congress,  having  no  power  or  right  to  interfere  with  slavery  as 
it  may  exist  in  any  Sta^e,  i,s  expressly  commanded  by  the  Federal  Constitution 
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to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  concerning  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States  : Therefore; 

[Passed — 69  to  1.] 

Kesolvcd,  (if  the  assembly  concur,)  That  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  represented  in  senate  and  assembly,  demand  of  Congress  - the  enactment 
of  a law  declaring  that  slavery  shall  not  exist  except  Vihere  it  is  established  by 
the  local  law  of  the  State — thus  restoring,  by  positive  statute,  the  prohibition 
of  slavery  from  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 

[Passed — 65  to  11.] 

llesolved,  (if  the  assembly  concur,)  That  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  represented  in  senate  and  assembly,  will  not  consent  to  the  admi'siou 
into  the  Union  of  any  State  that  may  be  formed  out  of  the  Territories  of  Kan- 
sas and  IKbraska,  unless  its  constitution  shall  prohibit  the'  existence  of  slavery 
within  its  limits. 

[Passed — 5S  to  11.] 

\Vhereas  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  and  the  repudiation  of  a 
solemn  legislative  compact  by  the  slavciioiding  interest,  for  the  extension  of 
slavery,  has  released  the  free  States  from  all  obligations  that  may  be  expressed 
or  implied  in  any  compromises  on  the  subject  of  slavery  outside  of  the  federal 
constitution  ; Therefore,  be  it 
[l^assed — 55  to  12.] 

Kesolved,  (if  the  assembly  concur,)  That  wliile  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Nevv'  York,  represented  in  senate  and  assembly,  recognize,  and  have  always 
respected,  the  obligation  of  that  prohibitory  clause  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  which  declares  that  “ no  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one 
State,  under  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  therein,  be  discharged  from  such  service 
or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service 
or  labor  may  be  due,'’^  they  regard  the  law  of  1S50,  which  provides  for  em- 
ploying the  whole  power  of  the  federal  government  in  the  recapture  of  fugitive 
slaves,  as  a violation  of  the  Constitution,  an  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the 
several  States,  an  outrafre  upon  the  priuci^des  of  justice,  and  disgraceful  to  the 
spirit  and  civilization  of  the  age  in  which  we  live;  and  that,  in  their  opinion, 
the  welfare  of  the  Union  and  the  principles  of  republican  liberty  demand  its 
repeal. 

[Passed — 53  to  15.] 

Two  other  resolutions  were  adopted  as  a sort  of  blind  to  Indicate  that  the 
Seward,  party. are. not-favorable  to  the  Know  Nothings,  and  these  resolutions 
will  doubtless  be  quoted  as  such  in  the  slave  States.  They  object  simply  to 
secret  societies,  but  do  n jt  denounce  the  war  upon  religious  belief,  upon  emi- 
gration, or  upon  adopted  citizens. 

We  next  go  to  Massachusetts. 

3IEETING  AND  ACTION  OF  THE  KNOW  NOTHING  STATE  COUNCIL  OF  MASS.».- 

CIIUSETTS. 

The  Boston  Chronicle  makes  the  following  statement  of  the  transactions  of 
this  body  : 

^‘Senator  Y ilson  made  a speech  in  opposition  to  debarring  all  persons  from 
olBce  who  are  not  native  born.  The  General  said  that  his  nativisra,  when  u 
carried  him  to  an  endeavor  to  make  a twentv-one  year  naturalization  law,  carri->l 
him  far  enough,  and  as  f-ir  as  the  party  of' the  South  and  Y'est  would  a-ree  tr., 
JMr.  Ely,  of  Eustiu'i,  urge-1  the  propriety  cf  excluding  all  aliens  from  ohu.c,  hut 
the  Views  of  3Ir.  Y ilson  seem  to  have  the  more  adheretits  in  the  meeting. 

Y^e  understand,  also,  that  the  delegaiiou  from  this  State  was  instructed 
urge  upon  the  National  Convention  the  opening  of  the  doors  of  the  lodges  tor 
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the  future,  and  to  do  away  with  much  if  not  all  of  the  present  secrecy.  7?e.s'o- 
liih’ons  u'ere  ptu^scij  in  fivor  of  the  aLolUion  of  alavert/  in  tlip.  District  of  Col- 
vrnbia,  andin  ctll  the  ignited  States  Territories;  dexiarinj  that  no  mwe  slave 
States  can  he  admitted-  into  the  L nion,  but  that  slaver;/  mo;/  be  unraolcstexl  udiere 
it  now  exists.  Furthermore , that  these  resolutions  MUST  Bi:  INSISTED  ON  at  any 
cost,  evc)t  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Convention^ 

The  Eveninj  'Telegraph  says  of  the  election  : 

is  rumored  to-day  that  there  were  about  three  hundred  votes  thrown  for 
the  officers.  The  tone  of  the  council  was  decidedly  anii-slavery.  Henry  J, 
Gardner,  of  Boston,  Henry  Wilson,  cf  Natick,  Edward  EuOington,  of  Fall 
Ivivcr,  John  Vv.  Foster,  of  Brimtield,  Henry  H.  Bugg,  of  Dennis,  Andrew  A. 
}lichmond,  of  Adams,  and  oVugustus  C.  Carey,  of  Ipswich,  were  chosen  ilie  del- 
egates to  the  national  council  in  June  next  at  Philadelphia,  A.  B.  hllv,  Es(p, 
made  an  anti-slavery  Know  Nothing  s}>eeoh.  Strong  anti-slavery  resolves  were 
passed  in  the  evening  without  a dissenting  vote.  Some  who  were  hunkensh 
hitherto  admitted  it  was  no  use — the  order  must  take  anti-slavery  ground. 

is  evident  from  the  acMon  of  the  council,  if  it  is  correcciy  reported,  that 
the  anti-slavery  men  in  the  Order  have  the  power,  and  will  use  it,  to  })Ut  down 
whoever  shall  set  himself  against  the  anti-slavery  sentiment  of  the  State."' 

The  Courier,  that  staunch  "^Vhig  organ  of  the  true  Daniel  Webster  type, 
then  adds,  and  we  commeiid  its  tcitimony  to  the  Southern  Whigs  : 

‘‘  As  from  the  beginning,  we  have  never  looked  upon  the  Knovv  Nothing  or- 
ganization in  this  State  in  any  other  light  than  as  an  organization  which  was 
controlled  entirely  by  abolitionism,  we  are  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  result  of 
the  election,  which  is  fairly  set  forth  in  the  latter  paragraph  from  the  Telegraph. 
Jonathan  Pierce,  who  voted  agaiust  the  adoption  of  the  Poring  resolves,  is  su- 
perseded in  the  oifice  of  president  by  an  Abolitionist,  and  Messrs.  ^Varren,  of 
the  Senate,  and  Muliin,  of  the  House,  who  voted  the  same  wa}-g  have  been  most 
imceremoniously  discarded.  No  person  who  voted  in  the  negative  upon  that 
matter  has  been  reebosen,  and  the  leaders  of  the  party  are  determined  to  make 
the  Order  in  31assachusetrs  thoroughly  anti-slavery.  Flow  they  are  to  felh-w- 
ship  with  the  anti-Seward  ‘ Flindoos'  of  New  York,  and  with  such  men  as  Mr. 
Sollers,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Ligon,  of  Virginia,  will  be  known  when  they 
meet  in  national  council." 

THE  KNOW  NOTIttNGS  OF  NEW  irAMPSIIIRE  TAKE  SIDES  WITH  iHED.  DOUG- 
LASS AND  THOS.  JAMES,  EilEE  NEGROES  AND  FREE  SOILERS. 

The  American  party  of  this  State  have,  in  State  Council,  adopted  resolutions 
protesting  against  the  repeal  of  the  iMissouri  Compromise,  and  against  the  Ne- 
braska bill  and  F'ugitive  Slave  Law,  and  pledging  the  party  to  resist  the  farther 
extension  of  slaver r. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  State  Council,  at  a meeting 
held  at  Concorrl,  ou  the  first  and  second  days  cf  May.  They  are  published  by 
a vote  of  the  Council : 

Whereas,  there  appear  to  exist  in  the  minds  of  a portion  of  the  community 
Ji>onie  doubts  as  to  the  position  of  American  party  in  regard  to  slavery  and 
its  extension  over  neiv  territories,  therefore, 

I'esolvod,  That  the  Vuiorican  or^jcaniz-ation,  as  constituted  and  exustiag  in 
Now  Hau'pshire,  is  not  Pused  on  one  idea  alone,  but  comprehends  every  pniiCi- 
p 0 thac  will  promote  the  ['olitical  welfare  of  a free  people. 

Besolved,  That  the  dcclaraLion  ot  indepondence,  the  tones  and  deeds  oi  the 
founders  of  tlm  idepublic,  all  indicate  that  our  forefathers  iuteuded  tiiaC  slavery 
idiouul  be  sectional,  not  national — temporary,  not  permanent. 
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Ilesolved,  That  as  a political  party,  pledged  to  regard  and  watch  over  the 
best  interests  of  the  wiiole  Union,  and  to  labor  for  its  integrity  and  perpetuity, 
we  soieianiv  protest  against  the  repeal  of  the  ^Missouri'  Compromise,  the  Kari- 
sns-Nebraska  bill,  and  the  Fugitive  Slave  law,  as  violations  of  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  and  tending  to  disunion  and  the  destruction  of  the  free  iristitu- 
lions  of  the  country. 

Eesolved,  That  we  never  will,  under  any  circumstances,  consent  to  the  ad- 
mission of  slavery  into  any  portion  of  the  territory  embraced  in  the  compact  of 
18*20,  and  from  which  it  was  then  excluded  by  the  mutual  agreement  of  both 
the  Northern  and  Southern  States. 

Kesolved,  That  any  attempt  to  commit  the  x\merican  party  of  New  Hamj)- 
ghire  to  the  advancement  of  the  interest  of  slavery,  to  ignore  it  as  a political 
question,  or  to  enjoin  silence  upon  ns  in  regard  to  its  evils  and  encroachments, 
deserves  and  shall  receive  our  earnest  and  nnqualilied  disapprobation. 

c. 

ELECTION  OF  A KNOW  NOTHING  GOVERNOR  IN  CONNECTICUT — IlIS  OPPOSI- 
TION TO  THE  KANSAS-NEERASKA  ACT. 

The  Legislature  of  Connecticut  last  Thursday  elected  ACm.  T.  Minor,  Amer- 
ican, fur  Governor  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  vote  was  as  follows  : Minor, 
117  ; Ingraham,  (dera.,)  70. 

The  telegraph  says  that  the  message  of  the  Governor  recommends  that  the 
pro[)Gsed  amendment  to  the  cou.-titutioii  extending  the  right  of  suffrage  to 
colored  persons,  and  requiring  persons  to  be  able  to  read  and  write  before  be- 
ing admitted  as  electors,  be  allowed  to  go  to  the  people.  He  considers  that, 
in  the  recent  election,  the  people  reiterated  their  emphatic  condemnation  of 
the  act  organizing  the  Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas.  He  enters  largely 
into  the  consideration  of  the  pernicious  infiaence  arising  from  jhe  extent  and 
character  of  the  foreign  immigration. 


SENATOR  WILSON,  OF  MASSACHUSETTS,  STILL  AS  THOROUGH 
A KNOW  NOTHING  AS  VILE  AN  ABOLITIONIST,  AND  THE 
ALLEGATION  THAT  HE  HAS  ABANDONED  THE  ORGANIZA- 
TION  PRONOUNCED  A FALSEHOOD  AND  A FORGERY. 

When  the  notorious  Henry  Wilson  was  first  elected  Senator  of  the  United 
Statesby  Hiss  and  his  brethren  of  the  ^‘'American’’  party  in  the  3Iassacbu- 
setts  Jjcgislature,  the  Southern  Kno?;  Nothing  press  vociferated  with  one 
united  voice  his  soundness  on  the  Slavery  question. 

The  new  Senator  soon  dashed  these  fine  asseverations  by  attendin<T^  a lecture 
of  B urlingame,  the  Abolitionist,  in  Boston,  and  voiunteerimx  to  endorse  with 
savage  emphasis,  as  cruel  as  it  was  deriant  and  insulting  to  his  Southern  adula- 
tors, every  word  that  lecturer  had  said  in  a rabid,  red  hot  abolition  diatribe. 

This  was  not  enough  to  satisfy  the  more  incredulous  and  infatuated  of  his 
Southern  admirers,  and  when  Senator  Henry  Wilson,  the  Abolitionist  and 
leader  of  the  “ xivierican**  party,  reached  Washington,  one  of  the  high  priests 
of  the  Councils  of  the  Order  there,  sought  him  out,  conversed  with  him  cheek 
by  jowl  in  a long  sitting,  discovered  to  his  great  delight  that  the  Boston  Sena- 
tor was  a great  stickler  for  State  Rights,  and  at  once  addressed  him  a letter  en- 
quiring bis  views  on  the  whole  .subject  of  inter  State  and  federal  and  State 
interference. 

The  reply  was  written,  and  was  very  full  and  explicit  in  proclaiming  doc- 
trines of  State  Rights,  couplc-d  and  combined  with  ill-disgnised  Abolitionism 
cf  the  most  rabid  sort.  Forthwith,  a few  of  the  Southern  Know  Nothing 
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prt'ss  began  to  claim  Wilson  as  safe  and  trustwortby  on  State  Plights  principles, 
fiotwiilistandirig  his  endorsement  of  Ih.irlingamc ; but  the  knowing  ones,  more 
astute  than  the  common  herd,  discovered  a cat  in  the  meal.  The  State  Kights 
doctrines  of  Wilson  sounded  grateful  enough  ; but  the  legs  and  claws  and  head 
and  teeth  of  Abolitionism  were  too  apparent,  and  they  advised  against  meddling  /■ 
with  Wilson. 

It  turns  out  since,  by  the  by,  that  the  advocacy  of  State  Kights  principles  as 
laid  down  in  the  Know  Xothing  basis  platform,  has  suddenly  become  a univer- 
sal thing  among  the  Abolitionists.  They  are  driven  to  assort  those  doctrines, 
as  they  construe  them,  as  the  only  means  of  nuU[iyhi(j  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law 
in  the  free  States.  There  is  a notable  diiference,  however,  between  their  doc- 
trine of  State  Plights  and  the  Virginia  doctrine.  They  assert  the  right  of  the 
States  to  the  exclusive  regulation  of  all  their  affairs  noticith^tanduif/  the  Fede- 
ral Constitutijn  : whereas  the  true  Virginia  doctrine  asserts  the  right  of  the 
States  to  regulate  their  interna!  affairs  under  the  Constitution  strictly  con- 
strued. 

The  vapid  and  meaningless  generalities  of  the  State  Lights  clause  in  the 
■ Know  Nothing  basis  of  principles  render  that  article  acceptable  to  the  most 
violent  Abolitionists  of  the  North,  while  they  tend  to  beguile  into  a false  se- 
curity and  confidence  the  honest  members  of  the  Order  at  the  South.  Gid- 
dings  himself  is  a State  Plights  man  in  the  radical,  Abolition  seUvSe  of  the  word, 
as  well  as  Wilson.  Every  vile  Aolitionist  of  the  North  endorses  the  Know 
Nothing  article  of  faith  upon  this  subject. 

Well,  revenovs  a moufom,  Wilson's  State  Lights  letter  of  February  last, 
written  in  Washington,  to  A'espa.sian  Ellis,  afforded  a crumb  of  comfort  to  his 
Southern  confreres,  the  less  scrupulous  of  whom  pronounced  him  safe  though  an 
Abolitionist  ; and  so  the  matter  stood  until  sometime  after  the  adjournment 
of  Gongress,  and  Vv'ilsou’s  return  borne,  when  this  State  Lights  Know  Nothing 
and  Abolition  Senator  broke  out  afresh  soiiiewhcFo  in  hlas.-^achusetts  with  the 
nio-^t  fierce  and  vindictive  declarations  of  Abolitionism  and  hatred  to  the  South. 

(hf  course  nothing  was  left  to  his  Southern  Know  Nothing  brelhreii'  but  to 
repudiate  him  outright.  And  that  was  done  in  a summary  and  convenient 
manner;  for,  in  the  great  secret  laboratory  of  lies  which  Sam  operates  some- 
where 'anderground,  a paragraph  was  concocted,  which  is  found,  below,  fur  gen- 
eral circulation  through  the  Southern  Know  Nothing  papers,  alleging  that  Wil- 
son had  denounced  and  renounced  the  American  party”  as  perilous  to  the 
anti-slavery  sentiment.”  The  forged  paragraph  was  attributed  to  the  Loston 
Tehrjrajdi,  and  quoted  by  all  of  Sam’s  journals  in  Virginia  as  from  that  news- 
paper. 3Iany  of  them  were  hoaxed — badly  hoaxed — we  are  sure;  but  some 
of  them  must  have  been  ijariicLps  erimini^  in  the  falsehood  and  forgery.  It  is 
incumbent  upon  them  all  to  moke  their  peace  with  an  honest  public  by  expiaiu- 
ing  the  fact  of  their  palming  the  forgery  upon  their  readers. 

Now  read  the  following  extract  from  the  Boston  Tdeyruph  itself,  in  its  issue 
of  Fri-iay,  May  4,  1855.  Tlie  italics  are  its  own  ; 

The  latest  manmuvre  of  the  Know  Nothings  in  Virginia,  consists  in  a rep- 
resentation that,  Senator  Wilson  of  this  State  has  abandoned  the  organization. 
We  find  the  following  in  the  Petersburg  ( Vi.)  InttUiyeaccr  : 

‘But  our  object  in  wr  ting  this  article  was  not  to  discuss  the  comparative  uti- 
worthiness  of  Wilson  a id  iSumner,  but  to  congratulate  the  American  party 
upon  tlie  welcome  intelli  ''euce  that  has  reached  us  of  the  abaudonment  of  their 
ranks  by  this  man  V/il.on.  Tim  Bostoo  Teleirraph  is  first  rate  authority  on 
’s  point,  fur  it  is  the  Abolitioii  organ  in  Ma.ssuchusetts,  au'i  a spocia.i  admir.  r 
of  Wilson.  What  will  the  aati-Amoricans  of  the  Wise  school  say  to  the  toF 
lowing  refreshing  and  cheering  announcement  ? We  give  it  to  them  a.s  a sweet 
moioiei  to  roil  under  their  tongues  : 
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SENATOR  WILSON  DENOUNCES  THE  AMERICAN  PARTY. 

[From  the  Boston  Telegraph.] 

^ Gen.  Wilson  cave  the  closing  lecture  of  the  anti-slavery  coursej  last  eve- 
ning, at  the  Tcinplo.  He  explained  fur  himself  the  position  with  regard  to 
slavery  that  he  had  occupied  for  twenty  years,  and  called  upon  ail  to  oppose 
any  party  that  should  try  to  smother  the  anti-slavery  sentiment.  He  assumed 
that  this  course  had  oeen  the  death  of  the  two  great  partie.s,  ond  77iust  be  of' 
the  other  part)/  nmo  formhi^j.  He  said  this  partij  icas  perilous  to  the  anti- 
slaceri/  sentiment,  ami  called  upon  the  anti-slavery  party  to  hill  of  the  American 
dough  faces,  as  they  had  the  others. 

‘ Let  it  be  remembered  by  the  people  of  Virginia  that  'Senator  Wilson  has 
within  the  last  ten  days  publicly  proclaimed  in  Boston  that  the^  American  part u 
icas  pterilous  to  the  anti-sl'ner//  senthnent ! Put  this  in  you  pipes  and  smoke  it 
at  your  leisure,  ye  devotees  of  Henry  A.  Wise  I’ 

Gen.  Wilsoii  has  nevpr  made  any  such  declaration  as  is  above  attributed  to 
hun,  and  the  extract  irh.ich  is  credited  to  the  Boston  Tcdx<jruph  never  appealed 
in  this  paper  until  now.  We  are  unablf3  to  say  whether  it  is  a forgery,  or 
whether  it  did  appear  in  one  of  the  other  Boston  papers. — Boston  Ttlegroph. 

Such  is  the  indignant  repudiation,  by  the  Boston  Telegraph  itself,  of  this 
unblushing  fabrication  ; and  the  appointment,  by  tiie  Know  Nothing  State 
Council  of  Massachusetts,  last  wmek,  at  Boston,  of  this  same  Henry  Wilson  as 
-one  of  their  delegates  to  the  Philadelphia  National  Convention,  finishes  the 
whole  story.  We  have  already  published  the  fuliowing  aunoiinceraent : 

Boston,  IMay  2. — The  Know  Nothing  State  Convention  met  this  evening, 
and  was  largely  attended,  and  its  action  was  decidedly  anti-slavery.  Governor 
Gardner  and  Senator  Henry  ’>Vilson  are  among  the  delegates  appointed  to  attend 
the  Know  Nothing  Convennou  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia  in  June.  A.  IP 
Ely  made  an  anti-siavery  Know'  Nothing  speech.  Strong  anti-siaverj  resolu- 
tions were  passed,  and  it  is  generally  admitted  that  the  Order  must  take  posi- 
tion upon  the  anti -.slavery  platform. 

Wilson,  the  xkbolitionist,  is  not  only  still  in  full  communion  with  the  Order, 
but  one  of  its  cho.scn  and  most  exalte<l  cxpnnent.s.  He  will  meet  the  delegates 
from  Virginia  at  the  approaching  National  Convention,  and  w’iil  there  maintain 
the  necessity  of  Abolui>miz’ng  he  tjrder,  and  ‘‘taking  position  upon  the  anti- 
slavery platform.”  ^Ve  shall  -ee  whether  he  succeeds  ; and  tve  have  this  to 
say,  that  if  delegates  from  the  d'irginia  Councils  shall  consent  to  sit  in  delibe- 
ration with  Wilson  and  hi.s  Abodition  colleagues  from  the  North,  it  will  be  an 
insult  to  Judas  Iscariot  to  call  them  traitors. 

JUDtiE  IT  EY  ITS  FRLITS. 

Jf — according  to  it  the  only  boon  it  asked  in  the  outset — we  judge  it  by  its 
fruits,  it  can  only  be  pronounced  a rabi<l  dJviiition  and  Preosoil  party  every- 
where North  of  the  Potumac — winch  is  ev<  rywhore  that  it  has  borne  fruit  at 
all.  The  triumph  in  wh'ch  it  won  the  greatest  eclat  was  the  election  of  Pollock, 
in  Pennsylvania,  over  < !'  v.  Bigter,  the  Beinocrat  and  leading  eharnpion  in  that 
State  of  the  Nebraska-K  in  uis  act.  In  the  first  Message  of  this  iirsfc/e'w  of 
the  Order,  and  a.s  the  fir-r  L^-ult  oc  the  tree,  he  denounce'!  the  Ntbwisira  Bill  a? 
»,n  attempt  to  exretii  t.he  iiistiiunon  of  slavery,”  an.l  “a  \iolution  of  too 
plighted  faith  and  honor  (A  the  country;”  expressed  Lis  ‘-opposition  to  the 
exSmsion  of  slavery  into  territory  now  free;”  demanded  for  the  fugitive  slave 
“ the  trial  by  jury  and  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  f and  summed  up  Lis  farrago 
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of  abolition  with  the  declaration  that  all  these  abominable  incendiarisms  were 
•junctiomnl  by  bis  election.  To  till  np  the  cup  of  disgust  and  execration  a?.  t„o 
JVnnsvlvania,  a Know  Nothing  member  of  the  Legislature  at  Harrisburg,  hating 
the  S-mth  more  than  the  foreigner,  and  byway  of  demonstrating  his  conviction 
that  the  black  race  whom  the  South  enslaves,  are  more  capable  of  citizenship  than 
men  of  his  own  color  and  blood,  introduced  a bill  for  giving  all  male  colored 
p(>rsons,  of  African  or  mixed  blood,  all  political,  civil  and  religious  rights  as 
fully  and  amply  as  they  are  held  and  enjoyed  by  any  person  or  persons’’  in  that 
Oom  moil  wealth. 

As  to  the  State  of  New  York,  the  news  is  gone  abroad  that  many  of  the  Frcc- 
.soil  members  of  the  Order  have  determined  to  secure  the  re-election  of  Seward 
to  the  Senate,  by  casting  the  requisite  number  of  Know  Nothing  votes  in  his 
favorq  and  the  bitter  deprecations  of  the  New  York  Herald  of  so  damning  a 
result,  confirm  the  well-grounded  apprebeusion. 

In  Ohio,  the  coaipUcity  of  the  Order  with  the  wmrst  enemies  of  the  South  in 
the  recent  elections  is  notorious.  The  State  Journal,  organ  of  the  Freesoil,  fu- 
sion party  in  the  State,  declares  and  avows  in  plain  terms  : 

So  far,  in  this  State,  and  in  the  free  States  generally,  the  Know  KothdwjJ^ 
have  co-operated  and  worlccd  faithfullij  with  the  anti-J\thra:J:a  and  anti-slacvrj 
/edinj  of  the  people.  They  have  shown  themselves  true  republicans  by  castinj 
their  weight  unijormlp  in  favor  of  freedom. 

In  Massachusetts,  which  seems  to  be  as  emphatically  the  cradle  of  treason  in 
this  its  day  of  infamy,  as  it  was  the  cradle  of  liberty  in  the  day  of  its  honor, 
the  Order  has  elected  a low-bred,  presumptuous,  unlettered  Jaciv  Cade  to  the 
Executive  office ; and  elected  to  the  Legislature,  some  sixty  out  of  those  three 
thous-iiid  and  fifty  clergymen  of  New  Eiigland,  who  last  year  protested  against 
the  Nebraska  Bill,  and  threatened  Coiigiess  with  the  vengeance  of  Almighty 
God  for  meditating  a simple  act  of  justice  to  the  South,  This  Governor  Gard- 
ner— the  seedy  fruit  of  this  tree  of  evil — makes  haste  in  his  first  message  to 
urge  the  restoration  of  the  iHissouri  Compromise,  and  to  claim  for  the  fugitive 
negro  the  writ  of  /noZ/eos  corpus  and  the  trial  by  jury — in  the  same  breath  than 
he  urges  the  disbanding  of  that  very  Irish  soldiery  who  defied  the  rescuers  of 
Burns,  anatliamatizes  foreigners  in  bad  English,  and  urges  the  disjjidsion  of 
every  foreign  language  from  popular  use  as  tending  to  preserve — horrible  to  re- 
late I — “ unassimilating  elements  of  character.’' 

Jach  Cade.  Fellow  Kings,  that  Lord  Say  has  gelded  the  Commonwealth, 
and  made  it  an  eunuch;  and,  more  than  that,  he  can  speak  French,  and  there- 
fore is  a traitor. 

“ Staforf  0,  gross  and  miserable  ignorance, 

“ Cade.  Nay,  answer,  if  you  can  ; the  Frenchmen  are  our  enemies  : go  to, 
then,  I ask  but  this  : can  he  that  speaks  with  the  tongue  of  an  enemy  be  a good 
couri  -cHor,  or  no  ? 

“ Did:,  Smith  and  all.  No,  no;  and  therefore  weTI  have  his  head.’^ 

Tiiis  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  composed  of  tJivee  hundred  and  seventp-sic 
Know  Nothings  to  one  .Democrat,  have  elected  llenr}*  Y’ilson,  one  of  the  ino."t 
rabid  Freesoil  demagogues  in  all  New  England,  to  the  .Federal  Senate,  as  the 
successor  of  jvlward  Everett.  In  the  Know  Nothing  caucus  which  doeree  l tin 
electiun  of  YTlsou  to  the  Senate,  the  chief  officer  of  the  Order  in  Massac!iu-(.*trs 
avowed  that  they  were,  ‘‘n/Z  FreesrAler^ f and  other  members  asseverated  that 
the  overwhelming  success  of  the  <)rdcr  in  the  elections  of  that  State  had  bveu 
due  *Oo  the  pn.i-^xtae,  of  the  iiiiquitons  ehn.isha  bill.^^ 

The  evidence  of  the  complicity  of  this  Secret  Order  with  the  enemies  of  the 
S'outh  in  the  Northern  States  is  overwhelming  and  irresistible.  The  Southern 
man  who  refuses  to  believe  a fact  attested  by  such  palpable  results — who  refuses 
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to  accept  the  Onjer^s  own  challenge,  and  to  judge  it  by  potent  and  notorious 
facts — is  willingly  blind  to  the  truth,  and  like  the  five  living  brethren  of  Dives 
in  hell,  would  not  be  persuaded  though  one  rose  from  the  dead. 

The  Hon.  L.  M.  Keitt,  of  South  Carolina,  in  a speech  delivered  in  the  House 
of  Hepresentatives  on  the  3rd  of  January  1855,  thus  vStrongly  arrays  the  evi- 
donco  of  the  identity  of  the  Abolition  and  the  Know  Nothing  parties  of  New 
England. 

What,  too,  have  been  the  practical  results  of  this  new  party  ? Tn  iMa.ssachu- 
setts  alone  it  has  been  victorious  through  its  own  strength  ; and  what  see  we 
there?  Is  not  the  abolition  and  free-soil  fiag  the  only  one  living?  How  stand 
its  members  elect  ? I read  an  extract  from  the  correspondent  of  the  National 
Era  (an  abolition  paper)  of  November  *23,  1S53.  The  writer  is  stated  to  be 
John  G. "Whittier,  co-editor,  1 believe,  of  the  Era,  and  a distinguished  aboli- 
tionist of  Massachusctt.s,  who,  as  much  as  any  man,  is  booked  up  in  reference  to 
its  politics,  particularly  freesoil  : 

C.  L.  Knapp,  of  the  eight  district,  is  an  old  liberty-man,  true  as  steel. 
DelVitt  in  the  Worcester  district,  Trafton  in  the  eleventh,  Comins  in  the  fourth, 
Damrell  in  the  third,  and  Duriingarne  in  the  fifth  district,  are  also  free-soilers. 
N.  P.  Banks,  Jr.,  is  triumphantly  re-elected  from  the  seventh  district  against 
the  combined  opposition  of  the  Pierce  democracy  and  the  wbigs.  He  goes  back 
to  Washioiiton  an  anti-administration  fusionisc.  Bulfington,  of  the  second  dis- 
trict, and  3Iorris,  of  the  tenth,  are  reliable  anti-slavery  whigs.  Of  Davis,  of 
the  sixth,  and  Hall,  of  the  first,  we  have  no  very  definite  knowledge. 

Gardner,  the  governor  elect,  stands  openly  pledged  against  the  Nebraska 
fraud  and  the  fugitive-slave  law.  His  past  history  has  been  evidently  that  of  a 
pro-slavery  whig;  hut  we  speak  now  only  of  bis  present  position.  Brown,  lieu- 
tenant governor,  is' a free-soil  democrat  and  fu.sionist.  Of  the  senators  and  rep- 
resentatives elected,  enough,  is  known  to  be  tolerably  certain  that  a reliable  man 
will  be  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate,  and  effectual  provision  made  for  pro- 
tecting the  inhabitants  of  the  State  against  the  fugitive-slave  hunt.’^ 

Thus  have  arfed  the  Know  Nothings  of  ^Tassachusetts.  How  spoke  they.  I 
will  read  the  resolutions  of  a Know  Nothing  convention  in  Norfolk,  3iassachu- 
setts  : 

Resolved,  That  we  hail  with  hope  and  joy  the  recent-brilliant  successes  of  the 
republican  party  in  the  Slates  of  31aine,  Iowa,  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio, 
and  we  trust  those  victories  are  a foreshadow  of  others  soon  to  come,  by  which 
the  free  States  shall  present  one  solid  phalanx  of  opposition  to  the  aggression  of 
slavery. 

“ Resolved,  That  in  the  present  chaotic  condition  of  parties  in  3Iassachusctrs, 
the  only  star  above  the  horizon  is  the  love  of  human  liberty  and  the  abhorreacc 
of  slavery,  and  that  it  Is  the  duty  ot  anti-slavery  men  to  rally  around  the  re[>ub- 
lican  party  as  an  organization  wiiich  invites  the  united  action  of  the  people  on 
the  one  transcending  question  of  slave  dominion  which  now  divides  the  Union.’' 

“ Whereas  Iloman  Catholicism  and  slavery  being  alike  founded  and  supported 
bn  tlic  basis  of  ignorance  and  tyranny,  and  being,  therefore,  natural  allies  in 
every  warfare  against  liberty  and  enlightenment ; therefore,  be  it 

^‘•Resolved,  That  there  can  exist  no  real  hostility  to  Roman  Catholicism  which 
does  not  embrace  slavery,  its  natural  co-worker  in  opposition  to  freedom  and  le* 
publican  institations." 

How  spoke  Gardner,  their  governor  elect,  in  reply  to  the  charge  that  he  hnd 
aided  in  the  rendition  of  Burns?  He  says,  in  a letter  to  3Ir.  IVilson,  a free- 
soil  leader? 
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^^AYere  tlic  same  cbarge  mafle  ag.aiost  yourself,  it  could  not  be  more  ground- 
less than  it  is  against  me.  The  power  of  language  does  not  permit  me  to  ex- 
press the  utter  loatLiui:  I have  for  the  conJuet  attributed  to  mo.  Tur  sooner 
would  I be  the  poor  quivering  wretch  on  the  road  again  to  the  agony  of  bon- 
dage than  a volunteer  guard  to  aid  in  his  return.  He  who  invented  the  charge 
grossly  slandered  me;  they  who  repeat  it,  or  believe  it,  do  not  know  me. 

“ it  is  not  true  that  I am,  or  have  ever  been,  in  favor  of  the  fugitive-slave 
bill.  1 never  voted  for  a man  who  favored  it,  knowing  such  to  be  his  views, 
and  I must  very  much  change  before  I ever  do.  1 never,  by  word,  act,  or  vote, 
favored  its  passage,  and  I am  an  advocate  of  its  essential  modification,  or,  in 
lieu  thereof,  its  unconditional  repeal,  lieturning  frorxi  Canada  last  June,  I 
read  in  the  cars  that  there  v/as  a petition  bm  its  repeal  at  the  Exchange  News 
Hoorn,  and  on  my  arrival,  before  even  going  to  my  place  of  business,  I hastened 
to  the  Exchange,  and  signed  the  petition.'" 

Among  the  most  prominent  leaders  of  the  Know  Nothing  party  in  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1855,  was  the  Hon.  Amos  Burlingame,  now  a member  of  Congress 
from  that  State. 

The  Boston  Tdegraj^h,  of  the  3rd  of  E'^bruary  1855,  gave  the  following 
sketch  of  the  anti-slavery  lecture  delivered  by  that  gentleman  at  the  Tremont 
Temple,  on  the  evening  of  the  *2d  of  February  ; 

Before  introducing  5Ir.  Burlingame,  Dr.  Howe  stated  that  a letter  had  been 
received  from  Hon.  N.  F.  Banks,  in  which  be  announced  his  inability  to  deliver 
any  lecture  in  the  anti-slavery  course,  on  account  of  the  necessity  for  his  pre- 
gcnce  at  Wasbingte-n  during  the  coming  week.  In  his  place  Frederick  Douglass 
has  been  engaged  for  iie.xt  w'eek. 

51  r.  Burlingame  wa.s  received  with  hearty  applause.  He  commenced  by  say- 
ing, that  in  speaking  for  freedom  he  should  not  be  cL'oice  in  the  selection  of 
terms  by  which  to  eharucterizc  slavery.  Slavery  had  betrayed  us,  and  the  time 
luol  come  for  an  outraged  people  to  express  tlieir  sentiments  in  language  not  to 
be  misunderstood.  Mr.  B.  atcribed  the  origin  of  slavery  to  Hope  5Iartin  5'., 
whois.sued  a bull  sacctioniog  African  slavery.  It  was  also  sanctioned  by  seve- 
ral nf  his  successors.  It.  was  brought  to  this  country  under  the  cross,  and  in 
the  garb  of  humanity,  hut  it  never  was  sanctioned  here  by  positive  law.  He 
then  a.-ked  what  is  slavery  ? In  the  language  of  Wesley  he  would  answer, 

The  sum  of  all  vilianies."  The  fitness  of  this  descripti.m  was  then  shown  by 
a reference  to  facts.  Our  fathers  hated  it,  and  hoped  it  would  soon  die  av/ay. 
Flat  Colten  gave  it  a pecuniary  power,  and  the  slave  representation  a political 
power,  which  has  controlled  the  whole  -country,  and  prevented  ir.s  advancement. 
But  f<»r  its  infuence,  this  nation  of  twenty-five  millions  would  l.-ave  been  forty 
millions.  The  prosperity  of  the  North  was  contrasted  with  the  pov>:rty  of  tlie 
South.  The  idea  of  force  being  used  by  the  South  to  extend  shivery  was  ridi- 
culed. The  power  of  the  South  is  a political  one,  and  with  that  she  has  smitten 
our  commerce,  our  manufactures,  and  every  interest  of  freedom.  The  very 
milliiication  buttons  worn  by  the  S'-iuth  Carolinians  in  l8d2  were  made  ia 
Connecticut,  and  their  cannim  carvtO  from  5V’oor.soeket,  and  were  cast  off  guns 
at  that.  He  alluded  to  the  mobbing  of  Judge  Hoar  in  Charleston,  and  the 
neglect  of  the  government  to  protect  him  and  the  cause  he  represented,  while 
to  enforce  an  odious  law  in  this  city,  a cannon  manned  by  aliens  was  plant. -d  in 
Court  sipiare,  while  our  own  brothers  were  called  out  by  illegal  o.wF-rs  to  be  r» 
body  gu  ard  to  them.  Some,  h .■  said,  cor<snred  the  sol'dier.s  on  that  ucoa.sion,. 
but  the  censures  should  rather  fall  on  those  who  issued  the  illegal  orders.  On 
the  chief  magistrate  they  bad  already  fallen  like  a thunderbolt.  In  this  con- 
neciion  X)r.  Adams  w'as  spoken  of  as  being  disloyal  to  every  Norlhero  senti- 
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xnent.  The  means  by  which  slavery  has  secured  the  control  of  the  general 
government  were  then  spoken  of.  The  men  of  the  South  are  men  of  one 
idea.  They  make  politics  their  study,  while  at  North  the  reverse  is  true.  As 
a remedy  for  all  this,  we  must  study  polities.  He  could  not  agree  with  Won- 
dell  Phillips  in  his  plan  of  dissolving  the  Union,  nor  v*dth  lUilph  Waldo  Emer- 
son in  his  pToposition  to  purchase  the  slaves,  as  a remedy  for  slavery.  If  asked 
to  state  speciiically  what  he  would  do,  ho  would  answer— -1st,  repeal  the  Ne- 
braska bill;  ‘2d,  repeal  the  fugitive  slave  law  ; 3d,  abolish  slavery  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  4tb,  abblisli  tlie  inter-State  slave  trade;  next  he  would  de- 
clare that  slavery  should  not  spread  to  one  inch  of  the  territory  of  the  Union  ; 
he  would  then  put  the  government  actually  and  perpetually  on  the  side  of  free- 
dom— by  which  he  meant  that  a bright-eyed  boy  in  Massachusetts  should  have 
as  good  a chance  for  promotion  in  the  navy  as  a boy  of  one  of  the  first  families 
in  Virginia.  He  would  liave  our  foreign  consuls  take  side  with  the  noble  Kos- 
suth and  against  the  papal  butcher  Bedini.  He  would  have  judges  who  believe 
in  a higher  law,  and  in  anti-slavery  constitution,  an  anti-slavery  Bible  and  an 
anti-slavery  God  I Having  thus  denationalized  slavery,  he  would  not  menace 
it  in  the  States  where  it  exists,  but  would  say  to  the  States,  it  is  your  local  in- 
stitution ; hug  it  to  your  bosoms  until  it  destroys  you.  But  he  would  say  you 
must  let  our  frecdoai  alone.  (Applause  ) If  you  do  but  touch  the  hem  of 
the  garment  of  freedom  we  will  trample  you  to  the  earth.  (Loud  applause.) 
This  is  the  only  position  of  repose,  and  it  must  come  to  this.  lie  was  en- 
couraged by  the  recent  elections  in  the  North,  and  he  defended  the  ‘‘  new  raove- 
mentU  which  he  said  was  born  of  Puritan  blood,  and  wns  against  despotism  of 
all  kinds.  • This  new  party  should  be  judged,  like  others,  by  its  fruits.  It  had 
elected  a champion  of  freedom  to  the  United  States  Senate  for  four  years,  to 
fill  the  place  of  a man  who  was  fai.se  to  freedom  and  not  true  to  slavery.  For 
himself  he  could  say  that  so  long  as  life  dwelt  in  his  bosom,  so  long  would  he 
fight  for  liberty  and  against  slavery.  In  conclusion,  he  expressed  the  hope 
that  soon  the  time  might  come  when  the  sun  should  not  rise  on  a master  nor  set 
on  a slave. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  Henry  IVilson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  by  the  Know  Nothing  members  of  the  Legislature  of  Ma.ssachnsetts. 

Upon  the  occasion  of  IMr.  Burlingame's  lecture,  in  response  to  a call  from  the 
audience,  he  responded  as  follows  : 

3fr.  Charrman  a.7id  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: — This  is  not  the  time  nor  the 
place  for  me  to  utter  a ^cord.  You  have  listened  to  the  elorpience  of  my  young 
friend,  and  here  to  night  I endorse  every  sentiment  be  has  uttered.  In  public 
or  in  private  life,  in  majorities  or  in  miuoritie.^,  at  home  or  abroad,  I intend  to 
live  and  to  die  with  unrelenting  hostiliry  to  slavery  on  my  lips.  I make  no 
compromises  anywhere,  at  home  or  abroad.  I shall  yield  nothing  of  rny  anti- 
slavery  sentiments  to  advance  my  own  per.sonal  interests,  to  advance  party  inte- 
rests, or  to  meet  the  demands  of  au}-  State  or  section  of  our  country.  I hr»pe 
to  be  able  to  maintain  ou  all  occasions  the.-e  principles,  to  cotiiproheiiJ  in  my 
affections  the  vrhole  count  -y  ami  the  people  of  the  whole  country,  and  when  i 
say  the  whole  country,  I want  everybody  to  understand  that  I include  in  that 
term  Mas-sachusetts  and  the  North.  This  is  not  the  time  for  me  to  detain  you. 
You  have  called  on  me  most  unexpectedly  to  say  a word,  and  having  done  so,  I 
will  retire,  thanking  you' for  the  honor  of  this  occasion. 

The  American  OojanJ’  the  centra]  organ  of  the  Know  Nothing  parry  ot 
the  United  States,  published  at  ^Tashington,  thus  endorsed  the  senator  from 
Massachusetts : 
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\Ve  kuo^v  too  little  of  the  antecedent  of  Mr.  Wilson,  to  say  that  ho  has  or  has 
not  been  hitherto  regarded  as  a freesoiler  in  his  political  proclivities,  but  we  do 
know  enough  to  say  that  within  the  last  year  a mighty  revolution  has  been  in 
nrogress,  and  that  thousands  upon  thousands  have  abandoned  their  former  poli- 
tical platform,  and  now  stand  upon  the  national  platform  of  the  ‘•American 
party  V*  ^Ve  know,  also,  that  our  friends,  as  well  in  Massachusetts  as  here, 
believe  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  former  opinions  of  Mr.  Wilson,  he 
will  new  sustain  the  National  platform  of  our  party. 

]jut  again  : The  “ American  Keformation,^^  now  lu  progress,  is  sustained  by 
men  of  all  the  various  political  complexions  that  have  existed  in  our  country. 
All  meet  and  harmonize  upon  the  great  platform  of  the  American  party,  -with- 
out enquiry  into  the  antecedents  of  any  member  of  this  party.  Whoever  binds 
himself  to  sustain  the  principles  of  our  party,  becomes  an  “American,’-’  and  is 
admitted  into  full  communion  with  “ Americans.”  W e have  formed  this  party 
on  the  basis  of  a total  abandonment  of  all  former  p^rty  ties,  and  the  adoption 
of  a common  standard  of  faith  and  action. 

Who,  then,  shall  deny  the  right  of  Mr.  Wilson,  or  of  any  other  man,  to 
leave  other  affiliations,  and  to  associate  with  men  who  are  pledged  to  sustain 
“ Aiiierican”  doctrines,  and  to  repudiate  former  ainliations  ? 

We  freely  welcome  all  patriotic  Americans  into  our  ranks,  and  we  only  ask 
that  they  adopt  and  carry  into  practice  our  “ American  principles,”  and  stand 
firmly  upon  our  American  platform.  That  Mr.  V»  ilson,  as  an  “ American” 
senator,  will  faithfully  and  firmly  adhere  to  our  principles,  we  entertain  no  man- 
ner of  doubt. 

We  copy  from  the  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Philadchmia  2\orth 
American,  the  points  which  lion.  Henry  Wilson  elaborated  in  a speech  delivered 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  soon  after  his  entrance  into  that  body : 

“ He  wishes  the  fugitive  act  repealed. 

“ He  wishes  slavery  in  the  Bistrict  of  Columbia  abolished. 

“ He  wishes  the  Wiimot  proviso  established. 

“ He  wishes  all  nevr  slave  States  excluded. 

“ He  wishes  all  connection  between  the  general  government  and  slavery 
abolished. 

“lie  wishes  agitation  of  slivery  continued  until  these  objects  are  accom- 
plished. 

“ He  understands  these  views  to  correspond  with  those  of  the  Know  Nothings 
as  a party,  so  far  as  they  have  taken  any  position  on  the  question.” 

The  JUchmond  Iduqnirer,  speaking  of  the  Aboliticnisni  of  Senator  Wilson, 
and  of  the  Massachusetts  Know  Nothings,  presented  the  evidence  upon  which 
it  based  its  charges  in  the  following  forcible  manner. 

Novr,  let  us  examine  what  mighty  reasons  the  South  has  to  “rejoice”  over 
t-ho  election  of  such  a man.  The  Boston  Courier,  one  of  the  most  respectalle 
Whig  papers  in  the  country,  says  of  Wilson,  the  k>enator  elect: 

“ //i-  dooi  vot  renomu  e one  iota  of  the  idtca  AhoUtion  pciicipJcs  vdiirh  lie  has 
oren  i/Hndr.atiiuj  tiironql/mi  h iii  poUdcal  career,  find  b>/  v hich  Ac  7u/'>  tivpruach.d 
/ 1^  jircf'-nt  era! lienee,  \}Mt  ho  adopts  certain  vaguo  ideas,  which  may  .b.^  bolden 
by  men  of  any  parly,  and  sends  them  forth  as  the  sum  and  subscunce  of  us 
conversion  lo  Americanism.” 
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■ The  Boston  Advertise^r,  another  influential  Whig  paper,  questions  Wilson’s 
claims  to  be  re,2arded  as  an  exponent  of  the  principles  of  the  new  “American’’’ 
organization  ; fur  in  one  of  his  speeches  he  asserted  distinctly,  “I  care  nothing 
about  the  place  where  a man  was  born,'’^  and  he  was  enthusiastic  in  the  recep- 
tion of  Kossuth,  an  “imported  political  demagogue,^'’  a class  of  people  who, 
the  Know  Kothing  Governor  Gardner  says,  should  be  discouraged.  Again,  iu 
the  Bummer  of  1852,  the  Freesoii  National  Convention  at  Pittsburg,  of  which 
Geo.  ^Vijson  was  Presidenij  unanimously  adopted  the  following  resolution; 

“P,e3olved,  That  ‘ emigrants  and  exiles  from  the  Old  World  should  find  a 
cordial  welcome  to  homes  of  comfort  and  fields  of  enterprise  in  the  new  ; and 
every  attempt  to  ahruhje  their  priviJerje  of  hecomimj  citizens  and  owners  of  the 
soil  arr.oiKj  us,  ouyJit  to  Ic  rcsiited  with  injlexille  determination.’  ” 

It  seems,  therefore,  that  it  was  IVilson’s  unadulterated  ahoUtionism  that 
cleansed  him  of  his  anti-“  American’^  principles,  and  secured  his  election.  This 
is  farther  made  manifest  by  the  developments  in  the  Know  Nothing  caucus  to 
nominate  an  United  iStates  Senator.  IV’e  have  once  before  published  these  start- 
ling facts,  but  we  do  so  again,  to  refute  the  jesuitieal  efforts  of  Southern  Know 
Nothing  organs  to  blind  the  South  to  the  damning  anti-slavery  movements  of 
their  New  England  “ American’'  allies  : 

“ Mr.  Prince  of  Essex  took  the  floor.  He  spoke  strongly  in  favor  of  Gen, 
Yfilson’s  election,  and  deprecated  an}*  yielding  to  the  South  upon  this  ques- 
tion. 

“Senator  Pillsbury  of  Hampden,  humorously  alluded  in  medical  terms  to 
the  pumping  process  which  had  been  made  by  tho  Senator  from  Suffolk  (War- 
ren) on  Wilson.  It  would  seem  that  he  was  not  satisfied  with  what  he  pumped 
out;  but,  to  his  mind,  the  candidate  came  out  of  that  contest  as  bright  as  light 
from  a taper,  and  he  might  say,  “ Get  thee  behind  me,  tempter."  Kelutive  to 
the  argument  of  the  Serntor  from  Middlesex,  (Baker)  he  wished  to  say  that  he, 
nor  no  man  from  his  sech'on,  could  have  come  here,  if  he  bad  been  only  in 
American.  It  was  her < in se  the  party  was  anti- Slavery , as  well  %is  American, 
that  it  had  (jot  the  Tnajoriry, 

“Jonathan  Pierce,  Bsq.,  the  head  of  the  Order  in  Massachusetts,  next  spoke. 
It  had  been  said  if  lie  opposed  M'ilson,  he  himself  would  be  ruined.  He 
thanked  God,  no  party  of  men  had  power  to  do  that  to  him,  lie  only  wished 
Gen.  Wilson  was  as  good  a Native  xVinerican  as  himself.  It  had  heen  said  this 
Free  Soil  movement  iconld  cn  us  up  ; I doubt  \t,  for  we  are  all  Free  Sailers 
ourseli)es.  He  had  been  advised  to  close  the  doors  and  keep  certain  men  out 
of  the  Ordc’".  lie  had  .saidi  no — let  them  all  come  in.  A man  is  not  a Senator 
for  a single  State,  ho  is  a ^onaror  or  the  w’holc  Union. 

“ J.  Q.  Grifiio,  Esq.,  of  Charlestown,  said  : Now,  relative  to  Wilson's  ante- 
cedents, he  submitted  there  was  no  statute  of  limitations  bearing  upon  the  posi- 
tion or  sentiments  of  members  of  this  party.  There  Vv-as  as  much  need  of  this 
party  before  last  year  as  diinng  that  3'ear.  Anii  ho  would  say,  ;ind  all  woudd 
bear  him  out,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  passage  of  the  infamous  Nebraska 
bill,  and  the  utter  meanness  of  ificrce’s  National  Administration,  the  revoliitii’n 
would  not  have  so  speedily  taken  place,  though  it  might  have  come  in  tinie. 
He  wanted  a mao  right  on  thrs  question — the  one  now  promiiient,  worthy  to 
stand  by  the  .side  of  CHAULEB  8UMNER  !" 

Here  is  cue  of  the  sweet  “Mrints  of  the  mighry  revolution,"  over  which  the 
Washington  Organ  “ ro/iices,”  an  i which  Las  sent  to  the  U.  S.  fumate  an  aho- 
i'tionist,  “ icortny  to  stand  hy  the-  side  of  Charles  Sumner!"  Will  not  Vir- 
ginians turn  away,  v/ith  alarm  and  disgust,  from  an  association  whoso  Northern 
brethren  perpetrate  such  monstrous  acts  and  are  whitewashed  therefor,  by 
Southern  Know  Nothing  organs  ? 
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Among  the  first,  triumphs  of  the  Know  Nothings,  were  the  election  of  their 
guuoniatorliil  candidates  in  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware;  and  in  the 
inar.gural  addresses  of  Governor  Pollock  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Governor 
Causey  of  Delaware,  we  have  the  first  cillcial  enunciation  of  the.  doctrines  of 
the  anti-slavery  Know  Nothings  of  the  free  states.  Vv  e therefore  publish  ex- 
tracts from  their  inaugural  addresses  : 

INAUGURAL  ADDRESS  OF  GOVERNOR  POLLOCK,  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  TUESDAY, 

JAN.  IG,  1855. 

^ ^ ^ li«  ;«c 

Kcpublican  institutions  are  the  pride,  and  justly  the  glory  of  our  country. 
To  enjoy  them  is  our  privilege,  to  maintaiu  them  our  duty.  Civil  and  re-igious 
liberty — freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  the  rigbt.s  of  conscience  and  fretj-lom 
of  worship — are  the  birthright  and  the  boast  of  the  American  citizen.  No  royal 
edict,  no  pontinoai  decree,  can  restrain  or  destroy  them.  In  the  enjoyment  of 
thC'e  blessings,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  high  and  the  low.  meet  together — the 
constitution,  in  its  full  scope  and  ample  development,  shields  and  protects  them 
all.’  When  these  rights  are  assailed,  these  privileges  endangered,  either  by  mad 
ambition,  or  by  influences  forei^fn  to  the  true  interests  of  the  nation,  and  at  war 
with  love  of  country — that  noble  impulse  of  the  xVmeriean  heart,  which  prompts 
it  to  revere  home  and  native  land  as  sacred  objects  of  its  affections — it  i^3  then 
the  ballot  box  in  its  omnipotence,  speaking  in  thunder  tones  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, rebukes  the  wrong,  and  vindicates  the  freedom  of  the  man — the  ind.epen- 
denee  of  the  citizen.  To  the  American  people  have  these  blessings  been  com- 
mitted as  a sacred  trust;  they  are,  aud  must  ever  be,  their  guardians  and  de- 
fenders. The  American  citizen,  independent  and  free,  uninfluenced  by  p:miza.a 
attachments,  unawed  by  ecclesiastical  authority  or  ghostly  intolerance — iu  the 
strength  of  fearle-ss  manhood,  and  in  the  bold  as.sertion  of  his  rights — shouiti  ex- 
hibit to  the  world  a living  illustration  of  the  superior  benefits  of  American  repub- 
licanism ; proclaiming  a true  and  single  allegiance  to  his  country,  and  to  no  other 
power  but  ‘‘  the  God  that  makes  aud  preserves  us  as  a nation. 

Virtue,  iiitelligcRce  and  truth  are  the  foundation  or  our  republic.  By  these 
our  institutions  and  privileges  can  and  will  be  preserved.  Ignorance  is  not 
the  mother  of  patriotism,  or  of  republics.  It  is  the  enemy  and  destroyer  of 
both.  Education,  in  its  enlightening,  elevating  and  reforming  influences,  in  the 
full  power  of  its  beneficent  results,  should  be  encouraged  by  the  wState.  Nat 
that  mere  intellectual  culture  that  leaves  the  mind  a moral  waste,  unfit  to  un- 
drrstand  the  duties  of  the  man  or  citizen,  but  that  hither  education,  founded 
up.on,  directed,  and  controlled  by  sound  and  elevated  moral  principle — that  re- 
cognizes the  Bible  as  the  foundation  of  true  knowledge,  as  the  text-book  alike 
Oi  the  chili  aud  the  American  statesman,  and  as  the  great  charter  and  bulwark 
of  <-ivil  ■Mui  religious  freedom.  The  knowledge  thus  aeijuirod  is  the  proper  cou- 
servativc  of  States  and  nations;  more  potent  iu  its  eucr\:y  to  uphold  the  insti- 
tutions of  freedom  and  the  rights  of  man,  than  armies  and  navies  in  their  proud- 
est strength, 

'J’he  framers  of  onr  constitution  understood  this,  and  wisely  provided  for  the 
c.stab!i,vhment  of  schools  and  “the  promotion  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  in  one  cr 
nmre  seminaries  of  learning,’'  that  the  advantages  of  education  might  be  enjoyed 
by  all. 

1 o improve  the  eificiency  of  this  .system,  not  only  by  porfecting  our  common 
s'rhools,  but  by  encouraging  and  aiding  “one  or  more”  higher  literary  iiistitu- 
^ems,  in  which  teachers  can  be  trained  and  qualified  ; and  to  increase  the  fund 
appropriated  to  educational  purposes,  are  objects  which  will  at  ail  times  receive 
ttiy  willing  approval.  3foney  liberally,  yet  wisel}’,  expended  in  the  pursuit  and 
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promotion  of  knowledge,  is  true  economy.  The  integrity  of  this  system 
its  fund  must  be  preserved.  No  division  of  tiiis  fund  for  political  or  sectariau 
purposes  should- ever  be  made  or  attempted.  To  divide  is  to  destroy.  Party 
and  sectarian  jealousies  v/oiild  be  engendered ; the  unity  and  harmony  of  the 
system  destroyed,  and  its  noble  objects  frustrated  and  defeated.  iBigotry  might 
rejoice,  patriotism  would  weep  over  such  a result. 

Pennsylvania,  occupying  as  she  docs  an  important  and  proud  position  in  the 
sisterhood  of  States,  cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  policy  and  acts  of  the  national 
government.  Her  voice,  potential  for  good  in  other  days,  ought  not  to  be  dis* 
regarded  now.  • Devoted  to  the  Constitution  and  the  Uniou- — as  she  was  the  first 
to  sanction,  she  will  be  the  last  to  endanger  the  one  or  violate  the  other.  Ke- 
garding  wdth  jealous  care  the  rights  of  her  sister  States,  she  will  be  ever  ready 
to  defend  her  own.  The  blood  of  her  sons,  poured  out  on  the  many  battle  fields 
of  the  revolution,  attests  her  devotion  to  the  great  principles  of  America  a free- 
dom— the  centre-truth  of  American  republicanism.  To  the  constitution  in  all 
its  integrity;  to  the  Uniou  in  its  strength  aud  harmony;  to  the  maintenance  in 
its  purity,  of  the  faith  and  honor  of  our  country.  Pennsylvania  now  is,  and 
always  has  been,  pledged — a pledge  never  violated,  and  not  to  be  violated,  until 
patriotism  ceases  to  be  a virtue,  and  liberty  to  be  known  only  as  a name. 

Entertaining  these  sentiments,  ami  actuated  by  an  exclusive  desire  to  promofo 
the  peace,  harmony  and  weifiire  of  our  beloved  country,  the  recent  action  of  the 
National  Congress  and  Executive,  iu  repealing  a solemn  compromise,  only  less 
sacred  in  public  estimation  than  the  constitution  itself — thus  attempting  to  ex- 
tend the  institution  of  domestic  slavery  in  the  territorial  domain  of  the  nation, 
violating  the  plighted  laiih  and  honor  of  the  country,  arousing  sectioned  jealou- 
sies, aud  renewing  the  agitation  of  vexed  and  distracting  questions — has  rcceive<i 
from  the  people  of  our  owu  and  other  States  of  the  Union,  their  stern  and  mer- 
ited rebuke. 

With  no  desire  to  restrain  the  full  and  entire  constitutional  rights  of  the 
States,  nor  to  interfere  directly  or  indirectly  with  their  domestic  iustitutious, 
the  people  of  Penm-^ylvania,  in  view  of  the  repeal  of  the  hlissouri  compromise, 
the  principle  involved  in  it,  and  the  consccjuences  resulting  from  it,  as  marked 
already  by  fraud,  violence  and  strife,  liave  re-athrmed  their  opposition  to  the  ex- 
tension  of  slavery  into  territory  now  free,  and  renewed  their  pledge  “ to  the 
doctrines  of  the  act  of  17S0,  which-  relieved  us  by  constitutioual  means  from  a 
grievous  social  evil ; to  the  great  ordioance  of  17S7,  in  its  frill  scope  and  all  its 
bcneficient  prinelpies;  to  the  protection  of  the  personal  rights  of  every  hiimau 
being  under  the  constitution  of  PennsyP'ania,  and  the  consLitution  of  the  Uiiir.ed 
States,  by  maintaining  inviolate  the  trial  by  jury,  and  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus; to  the  assertion  of  the  due  rights  of  the  North  as  well  as  of  the  South, 
and  to  the  integrity  of  tiio  Union.” 

due  declaratioQ  ot  these  doetrines  is  but  the  recognition  of  the  fundamental 
principles  ot  freedom  and  human  rights.  They  are  neither  new  nor  startling- 
They  were  taught  by  patriotic  lathers  at  the  watchfircs  of  our  country’s  deleu- 
ders,  and  iearn;:d  amid  the  bloody  snows  of  Valley  Eorire  and  the  minbty  throws 
of  war  and  revolution.  They  w'ere  stamped' with  indelible  impress  upon  the 
great  charter  of  our  rights,  and  embodied  in  the  legislation  of  the  lest  aud 
purest  days  of  the  repuoHcj;  iuivc  filled  the  hearts,  and  full  burning  from  the 
lips  of  orators  and  statesmen,  vrho^e  memories  are  immortal  a.s  the  princir'  ■ ' 
they  cherished.  d'Ucy  have  beea  the  vratchword  and  the  hope  of  millions  w o.’ 
have  gone  beiore  us — are  the  watchw'ord  and  hope  of  millions  now,  and  will  '•'O 
of  millions  yet  unborn. 

In  many  questions  of  national  and  truly  American  policy,  the  due  protocii  n 
of  American  labor  and  industry  against  the  depressing  iniiueuce  of  foreign  la  nor 
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ftnd  capital — tbe  improveracDC  of  our  rivers  and  harbors — the  national  defences-^ — 
the  etiuitablo  distribution  of  the  pioceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States, 
in  aid  of  education  and  to  relieve  from  debt  and  taxation — a judicious  Homestead 
bill. — reform  in  the  naturalization  laws,  and.  the  protection  of  our  country  against 
tbe  immigration  and  importation  of  foreign  paupers  and  convicts  in  all  these, 
wo,  as  a State  and  pedple,  are  deeply  interested;  and  to  their  adoption  and  pro- 
motion every  encouragement  should  be  given. 

INAUGURAL  ADDRESS  OF  GOV.  PETER  F.  CAUSEY,  OF  DELAWARE,  AT  DOVER, 

JANUARY  10,  1855. 

As  the  servant  of  a gallant  and  patriotic  people — as  the  Chief  IMagistrate  of 
a State,  whoso  spirit  and  genius,  and  not  her  metes  and  bounds,  have  deter- 
mined her  position  in  the  national  estimate — it  would  not  become  me  to  com- 
ment upon  the  conflicts  of  faction.  Xot  such  was  the  recent  election  in  this 
State.  But  the  history  of  the  popular  mind  of  a commonwealth  is  the  history 
of  its  life,  its  honor  and  its  fortunes,  and  a great  organic  movement  of  that 
mind,  such  as  we  now  witness — one  that  uplifts,  sweeps,  and  bears  onward  with, 
it  the  community  and  its  interests — may  not,  upon  such  an  occasion,  be  ignoied, 
>Ve  have  seen  a re-assertion  of  the  declaration,  and  are-enactment  of  the  strug- 
gle for  independence.  It  would  be  irjjustiee  to  the  people  of  Delaware  to  be 
silent  on  the  progress  and  triumph  of  that  sentiment  which,  kindled  at  the 
altar-fires  of  the  revolution,  has  spread  with  miraculous  speed  from  heart  to 
heart ; has  united  our  American  people  in  the  holy  brotherhood  of  patrir.tisra, 
and  has  secured  the  triumph — not  mine — not  any  man’s — not  the  victory  of  art 
or  eloquence,  of  parties  or  politicians — but  of  a free  people,  in  who.se  hearts  the 
American  spirit,  too  long  smothered  under  the  ashes  of  exhausted  factions,  ha.i 
burst  forth,  and  asserted  its  own  purity  and  power.  This  atferds  just  grounds 
for  an  exultation,  in  which  every  American  is  privileged  and  may  be  proud  to 
siuire,  iur  in  it  no  old  party  has  been  exalted ; it  brings  to  no  true  AmericaQ 
Citizen  occasion  for  regret  or  mortification,  no  memory  of  wrong,  and  no  fear  of 
injustice.  As  a broad  and  bright  assertion  of  the  principles  of  American  lib- 
erty— the  only  true  liberty  which  tbe  world  knows,  or  has  knorm — springing 
fresiily  from  the  people,  and  faithful  to  all  the  noble  and  time-abiding  sentiments 
that  render  the  voice  of  native  masses,  when  spontaneous  and  unperverted,  the 
voice  of  eternal  right — it  must  be  recognized  as  a triumph  in  which  every  real 
’‘American  has  an  equal  interest,  and  an  ec(ual  claim. 

IV  hen,  under  the  influence  of  a sentiment  so  loft}’,  the  people  of  a State 
confide  their  highest  office  to  the  hands  of  one  of  themselves,  in  trust  that  it 
shall  bo  administered  in  the  same  pure  and  exalted  spirit,  his  solicitude  must 
bear  some  relation  to  the  exultation  of  his  patriotic  pride,  and  the  fervor  of  his 
gratitude.  Such  is  the  anxiety  with  wliicli  I approach  the  duties  that  must,  for 
a time,  be  miue.  He  who.-e  task  it  is  to  guard  the  untarnished  honor  of  Dela- 
ware, ha.s  a high  and  holy  tru.^t.  The  stranger  who  consults  the  chart  of  our 
Continental  liepubiic,  hardly  di.scovers  our  State  amid  her  leviathan  sisters; 
but  he  who  studies  the  bister}'  of  American  valor,  American  devotion,  and 
American  statesmanship,  sees  her  pictured  a giant  on  every  page.  Those  who 
won  the  laurels  of  our  liberty  in  our  revolutionary  strucrgle,  who  saw  the  dec- 
laration carried  by  her  vote,  and  knew  no  field  from  J^ong  I'^land  to  Camden 
and  Kutaw  where  Delaware  did  not  leave  her  martyrs,  and  always  nearest  the 
too — no  crisi.s  in  her  council.?  w'liore  ].>elaware  did  not  maintain  the  cs.u.se  of  the 
countr}-— no  exigency  where  Djlawarc  was  not  among  the  foremosl|,>’‘ 
tederacy  iu  defence  of  the  L Tiion — have  done  her  ample  justice ; and  their 
cmhiron,  of  whatever  section  of  our  ctmimou  country,  will  rejoice  that,  in  the 
pi'cseiit  crisis,  when  the  enuse  of  American  independence  against  foreign  domi- 
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nation  has  again  invoked  the  patriot  spirits  of  the  land,  Delaware  has  been  the 
forenjost  State  to  record  her  vote  openly  and  boldly  on  the  side  of  her  country. 
Sister  commonweaUhs  have  followed  and  vdll  foliovr  with  a noble  ardor,  and,  in 
after  tinies,  when  the  children  of  our«»lit(]e  State  shall  exult  over  the  many  rri- 
‘■■uinpfis  of  her  patriotism,  it  will  not  be  forgotten  that,  in  the  gathering  of  the 
cation’s  millions  for  the  public  and  fearless  re-assertion  of  unshackled  indepen- 
dence, Delaware,  as  a State,  led  the  van  j Delaware  struck  the' first  blow — Del- 
aware won  the  first  victory. 

The  issue  which  has  been  so  harshly  forced  from  abroad,  upon  our  people, 
has  no  feature  in  common  with  our  past  political  controversies— -the  mere  do- 
mestic contests  which  have  recognized  a generous  and  fraternal  difference  of 
opinion  among  those  who  agree  in  a united  devotion  to  our  native  land.  The 
present  is  a resistance  to  invaders  who  unite  foreigu  nriinds  and  hearts  in  alle- 
gi.ance  to  a foreign  prince  and  pontifi',  and  standing  .between  the  American 
parties  have  dictated  their  own  terms,  and  asserted  their  ovrii  superiority,  bin- 
der these  infiuences  the  ballot  box  has  b-ecn  corrupted  by  their  frauds,  or  sub- 
jected to  their  violence;  American  politics  have  been  stained  with  vices  foreigu 
to  the  American  character  ; and  a large  portion  of  our  most  virtuous  citizens 
have  revolted  in  disgust  from  the  exercise  of  privileges  so  shared,  and  so  de- 
graded; and  the  liighest  places  of  the  republic  have  been  abandoned  to  foreign- 
ers or  their  flatterers,  some  of  whom  have  dared  to  assert  the  alleged  prerogative 
of  a foreign  pontifi'  to  free  American  citizens  from  their  allegiance  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  their  country.  In  our  foreign  policy,  the  settled  principles  of 
American  statesmanship  are  well  Lugh  lost  sight  of;  foreio'ners  have  been  se- 
lected to  represent  the  country  at  the  principal  courts  of  Europe  ; and  in  the 
gratiheatiou  of  feelincrs  unshared  by  our  people,  they  have  made  the  American 
name  a reproach  throughout  a large  pare  of  the  civilized  ^Yorld.  American 
principles  <and  policy,  feelings  and  interests,  have  been  merged  in  their  alien 
opposites  , and  in  the  press  and  on  the  platform,  foreign  influences  have  over- 
swayed  the  control  and  directe<l  the  action  of  parties  and  the  selection  of  candi- 
dates. The  result  of  tins  conspiracy  against  the  original  and  native  American 
liberty  has  been  to  establi-!i,  in  this  country?  a foreign-political  party,  substan- 
tially, though  not  nominally,  devoted  to  foreigu  interests,  and  preferring  per- 
sons of  foreign  Lurtb.  If  its  recognized  advocates  have  as  yet  failcai  to  pro- 
claim allegiaruce  to  a foreign  monarch,  they  have  made,  in  most  of  the  States, 
efiorts  to  overthrow  the  AmericaTS3’’stcm  of  public  instruction  ; have  sought  to 
exclude  the  Bible. from  the  Aunrican  schools;  and  have  freely  denounced  the 
most  cherished  principles  of  American  religious  liberty;  and  all  this,  it  should 
be  femembereJ,  has  sprung  from  those  to  whom  all  that  our  fathers  have  w^'m., 
and  that  is  dc:ir  to  us,  was  freely  offered  ; all  tliis  was  foreign  in  its  origui, 
authors  and  acts — all  this  was  unprovoked,  wanton,  long  and  patiently  endured 
— endured  till  foreign  demagogues  claimed  our  country  as  their  own,  and  made 
our  right  and  our  safety  the  counters  tvith  tvhich  they  played  the  game  of 
foreign  politics. 

At  length  the  reaction  and  the  rescue  came.  Its  history  is  an  exalted  evi- 
dence of  the  fitness  of  the  American  people,  for  the  most  trying  exigencies  of 
self  government.  si»n  of  the  soil  can  regard  it,  and  its  proof  of  American  in- 
tedligence,  patriotism  and  virtue  without  pride  and  exultation.  It  borr''wed  no 
aid,  it  kue'w  no  leader,  it  -ought  no  counsel.  The  movement  burst,  like  a bdt, 
from  the  overcharged  clou  lot  Amencan  wron.trs — sudden,  spontaneous  and  uni- 
versal; it  kn*iw  no  paren  but  the  old  and  ever  true  American  heart,  k had, 
and  k nodded,  no  organ,  no  orator,  no  oracle,  no  leader,  no  aid.  The  American 
people,  Aorth  and  i^outb,  lAst  and  West,  fin  Jim?  the  cup  of  foreign  arrogance 
and  usurpation  ovorrunuiug,  (piictly  stepped  forth  by  myriads  from  their  homes, 
and  recorded  tlie  decree.  It  can  never  bo  revoked.  It  can  never  be  regretted. 
Hereafter  it  tvillbc  pointed  to  as  the  noblest  evidence  of  American  iutelligenee, 
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pt'triotisra  and  independence ; and  when  so  remembered,  Pelawcare  will  not  bo 
i^;otien  n>  the  foremost  to  impress  upon  the  cause  the  broad  seal  of  a com- 
incnwealtij’s  sanction. 

That  triumph,  should  it  prove  to  be  national,  vrill  impose  many  and  majestic 
dutir-s.  d'he  first  will  be  to  surround,  as  with  a wail  of  tire,  which  no  ixillutioii 
tan  invade,  that  Holy  of  blolies — the  ballot  box,  and  closely  succeeding  will 
rise  the  duty  of  regulating  imrnigratio;]  ; of  closing  the  avenues  wdiich  have 
communicated  with  the'  prisons  and  lazar-houscs  of  Europe  ; of  defeating  the 
U!ig.'m-rous  policy  by  which  foreign  princes  force  uTto  receive  the  moral  abomi- 
nations which  their  overcloyed  country  vomits  forth,  constraining  us  to  support 
th'dr  paupers,  and  to  expose  the  property  and  lives  of  our  pceple  to  the  rtirnan 
and  desperation  of  their  transported  felons.  As  a tax  and  a peril  the 
loeivicst  and  worst,  as  a wanton  wrong  and  outrage,  it  should  be  reflrcssed  in 
the  first  hours  of  realized  national  American  victory. 

Hut  the  more  pervading  and  vital  triumphs  of  the  second  American  revolu-. 
tiori  will  be  those  which  will  establish,  as  the  .settled  policy,  foreign  ami  demestic, 
of  the  nation,  the  saving  principle  of  American  Independence,  as  applic'l,  m^t 
only  to  the  right  of  suffrage,  but  to  the  privileges,  sacred  and  inc.stiniable,  of 
0!jr  honest  hardhandod  home  labor.  The  policy  by  which  our  country  has  been, 
in  its  trade,  its  currency,  its  varied  industrial  pursuits,  agricultural,  mechanical, 
ami  otherwise,  and  in  its  social  habits  of  expenditure,  and  luxury,  thrust  into 
ami  made  a part  of  Kurnpe,  is  a treason  against  American  honor  and  American 
interests.  It  is  a repudiation  of  all  the  peculiar  advantages  bestowed  by  Prov- 
idence, in  requital  of  the  virtues  of  our  fathers  upon  our  young  and  then  un- 
burthened  country.  We  have,  to  gratify  the  schemes  of  politicians,  and  to 
glut  the  greediness  of  money  changers,  invited  and  drawn  upon  our  country  a 
cumirnm  and  almost  an  equal  .^hare  of  the  evds  which  attend,  as  their  p.arasite 
and  cllTsging  curses,  the  wasting  crimes  and  vices  of  Europe.  Uur  true  imle- 
pemience,  real  happiness  and  secure  policy  are  to  bo  realized  only  by  fosteritig 
our  own  American  homes—their  industry,  rff'utual  relations,  and  mutual  se!f- 
rtdianee.  In  regard  to  every  political  virtue  aud  hope,  to  all  of  pride  aud  con- 
fidence associated  with  that  American  liberty  which — as  the  earthquake  shakes 
and  tlte  tempest  overshadows  all  else  of  the  civilized  w'OrM — grows  brighter  and 
dearer  to  us,  it  is  apparent  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  our  coirnry  must 
s<’par.ite  her  policy  from  the  intrigues  and  machinations  of  Europe — from  the 
.strategy  aud  corruption  by  wliieh  European  councils  and  interests  boastfully  be- 
trayed the  independence  of  American  industry,  and  made  our  land  a tri- 
butary, as  it  now  unhappily  is,  to  England  and  France  ; forced  nipon  us,  with 
tlieir  luxuries,  their  vices  ; and  added  to  the  usurpation,  the  heavv  imposiuou 
of  a monstrous  and  perpetual  debt — a debt  shared  by  every  Americai'  ; a debt 
which  drains  onr  country  of  its  .specie,  and  which  .subjects  it,  throughout  every 
fibre  of  its  uiant  fr.ime,  to  the  agony  of  such  a financial  convulsion  as  that 
w hich  no'.v  afilicts  us.  Vain  will  be  the  patriotic  throbbing  of  the  great  Amer- 
ican ficart,  and  vain  the  vigor  r,f  the  American  arm  to  re-aohieve  Amciican  In- 
dependence, until  our  land  shall  have  been  made  independent  in  that  form 
which  all  power  has  it.s  source — her  industry. 

Then,  and  only  then,  will  she  cease  to  be  a European  colony  ; then  will  she 
be  the  America  of  our  fathers — truly  independent — rich  in  her  own  resources 
secure  in  her  own  strength,  and  happy  in  her  own  freedom.  The  crimes  and 
(q'pn‘«iS!ons,  the  wrongs  and  wars  of  Europe  may  terrify  aud  torture  their  own 
'’'■■uld  ; but  not  a rinpio  of  the  storm  will  break  upon  our  shores.  Till  tlmt  con- 
f-’mimatiou  ^hall  have  been  effected,  our  duty  will  be  unfulfilled,  and  cur 
triumph — how-n’or  glorious — incomplete  ; the  oracles  of  our  American  p.-triarchs 
roi  i prophets  will  remain  empty,  and  the  real  mission,  holy,  calm  and  beneficent, 
•1  our  American  destiny  unachieved. 
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la  tlie  fedenil  Union,  tlie  general  and  State  governments,  revolving  in  tlieir 
appropriate  orbs,  neither  unite  nor  clash — their  mutual  iiillaence  induces  a mu- 
tual iuterest,  and  the  individual  States  vratch  with  anxiety  the  disk,  darkened  or 
lustrous  as  her  councils  determine,  of  the  central  orb.  The  history  of  Idela- 
ware,  in  her  relations  with  the  general  government,  has  always  been  interesting 
and  cousp/ieaous  5 and  in  every  crisis  it  has  been  her  fortune  to  prove — as  the 
most  illustrious  republics  of  the  past,  not  excelling  Delaware  in  extent  of  ter- 
ritory have  also  sliowu — that  real  greatness  consists  in  the  exaltation  of  virtue 
and  spirit,  and  not  in  vastness  of  proportion.  In  the  present  aspect  of  our 
general  government,  there  is  more  for  hope — that  hope  which  always  abides 
with  a confidence  in  tlie  people — than  for  present  felicitation.  Abroad  and  at 
home,  the  government  has  been  so  administered,  as  to  leave  to  the  people  am- 
ple scope  for  the  ext-rcist,  througli  their  representatives,  of  their  wisdom  and 
love  of  country.  In  the  trials  which  the  feebleness  and  faults  of  an  unhappy 
administration  have  imposed  upon  the  country,  Delaware  will  again,  w^e  may 
confidently  trust,  be  found  as  in  ail  the  past,  at  her  po.st — true  lo  the  exalted 
obligations  of  the  constitutiun.  Dut  it  may  be  remarked,  as  an  illustration  of 
the  extraordinary  power  and  success  of  our  system,  and  of  the  entire  re- 
liance due  to  .Vmciican  prudence  and  patriotism — that  never  has  our  coun- 
try been  so  secure  as  wlien  her- danger  seemed  greatest.  The  perils  which 
were  imagined  in  regard  to  the  Union,  only  demonstrated  manifestly  that 
it  was  immovable  as  the  hills;  every  indication  of  weakness  or  folly  in  the 
government  has  given  to  the  people  an  opportunity,  never  expected,  of  proving 
the  all  sufiiciency  of  their  wiadoin  and  devotion. 

The  A’cjc  Yorh  Ihirald  was  regarded  in  1855,  as  the  most  powerful,  danger- 
ous, and  infiuemial  Organ  of  the  Know  Nothing  party  in  the  United  States. 
AVe  therefore  publish  an  editorial  from  that  paper,  regretting  the  alliance  which 
existed  between  the  Know  Nothing  and  Abolition  parties  in  the  free  States. 

Tue  Know  Nothings  oe  the  North — Movements  on  the  Slavery 

Question. 

"We  published,  some  days  ago,  tlio  inaugural  message  of  3Ir.  Gardner,  the 
Know  Nothing  Governor  of  ,^las^achusctts.  Our  readers  will  remember  that 
upon  the  Nebraska  question  he  betrays  the  wrath  of  a Dreesoiler,  and  boldiy 
declares  himself  in  favor  of  the  restoratiim  of  the  Missouri  Compromise. 
give  to-day  an  extract  on  the  Slavery  question,  from  the  inaiianral  of  Mr,  I’ol- 
lock,  the  Know  Nothing  Governor  of  Penusyivania,  in  which  we  are  informed 
that  Penns}dvan:a,  in  her  late  election,  has  repudiated  the  IMebraska  bid,  re- 
amrrned  the  3Iissourd  interdict,  and  decreed  a radical  modification  of  the  Fugi- 
tive Slave  law,  notwitiistanding  which  the  G')vernor  has  no  recommendation  to 
make  upon  the  .subject. 

These  declarations,  “ by  authority. from  the  elect  of  the  Know  No-thiiigs  of 
the  North,  go  very  far  to  sho'.v  that  this  new  American  party  arc  still  eiubtr- 
rassed,  to  a considerable  v-xtont,  with  the  widely  dillused  anti-slavery  sentiment 
of  the  Northern  Ftates,  au'd  e.^piadally  with  the  remains  of  the  anti-Nebraskit 
epidemic,  which  cntcrcti  so  largely  into  the  late  elections  from  3Iassachusetrs  to 
Kansas.  Thu  same  Freesoil  concessions  have  been  exhibited  in  the  late  nomi- 
nation, hy  a cau.cus  of  the  Ma:-saclnisetts  Know  Nothing  Legislature,  of  Gene- 
ral Henry  3Vilson,  heret-.u'ore  a Icadiiig  anti-slavery  tttau,  as  their  candidate  fiu' 
the  UniiedoStatcs  t?>;r,utc.  There  has  been  a rebellion,  however,  and  a split 
upon  this  noninution,  and  the  final  result  will  probably  be  iLe  election  ot  a 
Senator  le.ss  decidedly  ticiotured  with  anti-slavery  autocedv^nrs  and  principles 
than  MTison.  At  all  events,  the  trouble  concorniug  this  gentleman,  shows  that 
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the  Know  Xotliings  of  Massachusetts  are  aware  of  the  importance  of  maintaiQ- 
iug,  as  far  as  jx)ssible,  in  this  Senatorial  election,  the  attitude  of  non-interven- 
tioa  upon  the  slavery  question. 

In  these  Know  Nothing  messages  of  Messrs.  Gardner  and  Polloch,  and  in 
this  nomination  of  Wilson,  there  is  a manifest  disposition  to  conciliate  the  free- 
soil  and  anti-slavery  senriment  of  the  North.  Nor  is  it  surpri.sing  that  this 
should  be  the  case,  coiisidering  the  fact  that  the  Know  Notlnngs  entered  into 
the  late  elections  side  by  side  with  the  anti-slavery  forces  rallied  throughout  the 
North  upon  the  anti-Nebraska  furor.  In  the  outset,  all  great  revolutions  are 
crude  and  encumbered,  more  or  les.s,  with  incongruities  and  iacousistencies.  So 
tiiis  new  party,  from  the  throes  of  parturition,  comes  into  the  world  somewhat 
lacking  the  elements  of  j/erfcct  symmetry  and  harmony,  although  the  bantling 
pos.sesses  a vigorous  vital  system,  and  all  the  requisites  of  superior  manly 
strength.  Now,  the  anti-N-.^braska  agitation  is  dying  out — the  popular  mind 
soon  wearies  of  impracticable  abstractions.  Public  opinion  in  these  United 
States  is  eminently  practical  and  utilitarian,  national,  patriotic  and  conserva- 
tive. A little  resolution  and  unity  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  Northern  Know 
Nothings  are  all  that  is  now  wanted  to  cleau.se  their  skirts  of  the  last  remaining 
vestiges  of  anti-slavery  doctrines  and  affiliations. 

Since  our  November  election  there  has  been  some  trouble  among  the  Know' 
Nothings  of  this  State,  traceable  to  the  slavery  controversj’.  Hence  those  out- 
side Know  Nothing  Lodges,  the  object  of  which  is  a diversion  from  this  new 
party  in  favor  of  the  re-eicction  of  Win.  H,  Seward,  And  so,  in  Iowa,  an  anti- 
slavery  Whig  has  been  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate,  from  the  support  of 
the  Know  Nothings,  in  the  place  of  Dodge,  Nebraska  administration  Democrat. 
Such  combinations  of  anti-slavery  inon  and  Know  Nothings  have  had  in  view 
the  great  object  of  ^‘crusbins  out’’  the  greatest  imbecile  spoils  coalition  at 
Washington,  and  in  this  light  they  may  be  considered  as  the  necessary  prelimi- 
nary steps  in  clearing  the  track  for  the  projected  national  revolution  of  1850. 

The  Examiner  summed  up  the  acts  of  the  Know  Nothings  of  the  free  States 
during  the  years  1S54  and  1S55  in  the  following  admirable  manner. 

WHAT  HAVE  THEY  DONE? 

The  Know  Nothings  have  within  the  last  twelve  months  made  sufficient  pro- 
gress, in  many  of  the  State  and  city  elections,  to  develope  their  plans  .and  inau- 
gurate their  men  ; and  from  iMaine  to  California  we  challenge  the  friends  of  the 
Order  to  point  to  a single  instance  of  their  having  performed  tlie  first  creditable 
act  of  reform.  In  3Iassachusetts  their  triumph  was  complete,  and,  with  a h:i!f 
dozen  exceptions,  the  Legislature  is  there  conipo.sed  of  members  of  the  new 
Order.  In  tliat  State  they  have  removed  Judge  Loring  for  enfurOug  the  Fugi- 
tive Slave  law — thev  have  taken  the  first  step  tovrard  practical  gmalgamalion  by 
placing  negro  and  whire  child.’'en  in  their  common  schools  upon  t'-rins  of  equal- 
ity— th.ey  have  elected  to  the  Senate  a man  who  endorse.s  the  horrid  blasphemy 
of  a wreteh  who  wants  an  anti-slavery  God,  and  an  anti-slavery  Dible — they 
have  viulated  the  sanctify  of  the  dwelling  of  a few  unprotected  females  ami 
offered  rudeness  to  t!ie  persons  of  sick  chil-iren  and  helpless  women — they  have 
legiJated  with  closed  doors,  disbanded  the  Irish  cou)panies  who  protected  the 
person  of  Col.  Suttle,  and  placed  his  fugitive  slave,  Anthony  Ditrns,  safely  on 
board  a vessel  bound  for  Al.xmx.lria — and  elected  to  the  Lf'gi^lature  sixty  or 
seventy  of  th.e  Clcrgjnicn  wno  .-i^med  the  f.aiitou.s  anti-Nebraska  protest. 

lu  New  Hampshire,  led  on  by  a fugitive  slave  and  the  notoriou.s  John  P. 
Hale,  they  have  cru.shed  the  National  Democratic  party,  and  the  re-eIcction  of 
Hale  to  the  U.  S.  Senate,  is  regarded  as  a fixed  fact. 
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In  New  York  they  have  elected  AVilliara  II.  Seward,  and,  hy  uniting  with 
the  fanatical  Maine  Liouor  Law  men,  destroyed  a legitimate  branch  of  bu.-iness 
eraplo3-ing  40,0d0,000  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  thrown  out  of  employment 
1 50,060  laborer.^."  . 

In  Maine  they  have  passed  the  following  -resolutions,  breathing  the  fiercest 
spirit  of  ixosiiiity  to  the  South  : 

Resolved, 

“ 1.  That  slavery  no  legal  tenure  either  under  State  or  Federal  jurisdiction, 
and  tliercfore  exists  only  by  bulTerance. 

“2.  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed  and  our  Rej>resentatlves  re- 
quested to  use  ail  practicable  means  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  following  en- 
actments: 

“First.  An  act  repealing  all  laws  of  the  United  States  authorizing  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

“Second.  An  act  repealing  the  act  of  1S50  known  as  the  Fugitive  Slave 

liEW. 

“ Third.  An  act  forever  prohibiting  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except 
for  crime,  within  the  territories  of  the  United  States.’^ 

In  Micbig.an  they  have  passed  resolutions  precisely  similar  to  those  of  Maine. 
In  Illinois  and  Iowa  they  have  elected  to  office  the  b?ldest  and  most  odious  of 
the  Abolition  part^n  They  have  Abolitionized  Dennsylvania.  In  Ohio  they 
mobbed  that  true  friend  of  the  South,  the  chivalrous  Mitchell,  and  in  Rhode 
Island  they  attempted  to  destroy  the  house  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  and  were 
checked  by  the  military  corapanie.s  of  the  city  of  Providence. 

They  have  already  destroyed-  the  peace  and  hannony  of  the  American  people, 
arraying  neighbor  against  neighbor,  and  son  against  father.  They  have,  by 
persecution  and  in rolf  ranee,  alienated  the  affectio.ns  of  loyal  and  patriotic  fo- 
reigners from  our  in>ritutions,  and  declared  the  Constitution  and  the  act  of  re- 
ligious toleration  null  and  void  In  the  brief  liistory  of  tfiis  new  Order  there 
is  nothing  g-ood.  Its  career  has  been  one  of  fanaticism  and  folly,  its  progress 
that  of  a deadly  enemy  of  our  institutions,  over  the  ruins  of  all  whUh  we  hold 
sacred  in  history  and  tradition. 


THE  FOUR  ISMS  UNITED. 

I 

In  the  free  States  the  Democratic  party  in  1855  had  to  contend  against  an 
alliance  of  dlaine-lawism,  Know  N’otbingism,  Abolitionism  and  the  remnants  of 
the  old  Whig  partv. 

I he  Gazette  drew  the  following  admirable  picture  of  the  allied  forces 

of  1855 : 

Temperance^  Knoic-}\otJiingism^  ^Gggerism,  and  Whiggerp. 

In  this  vicinity,  Temperance,  Kne^-Nothingism,  Niggerisra  and  Whiggery 
are  all  united  and  acting  cordially  together  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Democracy; 
and  doubtless  the  same  is  true  of  oth(-r  sections  of  the  State.  The  chief  mana- 
ger of  the  Temperance  oruanization,  the  man  of  all  work,  imported  from  t!ic 
West  to  direct  our  padiricai  aiTiir  - un-bw  the  pretence  of  r.romotinu  the  temper- 
ance cause,  (Rev.  K.  IV.  is  dcvot.iog  bis  wliole  time  and  efforts  in 

perfecting  thii.s  combination  to  break  down  the  Democratic  party.  It  is  stated, 
upon  good  autboritj.g  that  he  otlhred  his  services  and  the  iurtucnce  of  the  Tem- 
perance organization  to  the  Whigs,  some  weeks  ago,  before  they  concluded  to 
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go  into  the  Order.”  He  is  a Kaow-Notliing.  and  attended  the  late  Conven- 
tion <*f  that  Order  at  Great  Falls;  a “leaky”  Temperance  Koovv-Nothiug  says 
ho  wu.s  a delegate  to  the  Know-Nothing  State  Convention,  which  met  on  Tu-.s- 
dav  last  at  Maneboster,  tor  the  noini nation  of  candidates  for  State  oiheers,  meni- 
hcr.s  <;f  Congress,  dtc.  He  is  a professed  Abolitionist,  and  a political  prie.st  and 
H!iari>ee  of  the  most  Jesuitical  type.  - He  declares  in  the  Temperance  organ 
that  he  and  hi.s  friends  will  support  do  candidate  who  is  not  an  open  and  relia- 
ble fiienJ  of  a stringent  prohibitory  liquor  law.  Yet  when  he  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  Know-Nothing  organization  he  took  the  foiiosving  oath  : 

“ Of  dilation. — Y'oii,  and  each  of  you,  of  your  own  free  will  and  accord,  in 
the  presence  of  Almighty  God  and  these  witnesse.s,  your  right  hand  resting  on 
this  Holy  Gible  and  Cross,  and  your  left  hand  raised  towards  Heaven,  or  if  it 
he.  pr-'/erreJ,  your  left  hand  resting  on  your  breast,  and  your  right  hand  r.:ii.>*ed 
toward  Heaven,  iu  token  of  your  sincerity,  do  solemnly  promise  and  .swear,  that 
yo\L  Kill  not  make  knoicn  to  any  person  or  p)ersons  any  of  the  siyns,  sec/‘<  fs,  rny,<- 
U ries^  or  ohjccts  of  this  organization,  unless  it  be  to  those  whom,  after  due  exa- 
mination, or  lawful  information,  you  shall  find  to  be  members  of  this  organiza- 
tion in  good  standing;  that  you  will  not  cut,  carve,  print,  paint,  stamp,  stain, 
or  in  any  w*ay,  directly  or  indirectly,  expose  any  of  the  secrets  or  object.^  of  thi.s 
Order,  nor  suffer  it  to  be  done  by  others  if  iu  your  power  to  prevent  it,  unless 
il  be  for  official  instruction  ; that  so  long  as  you  are  counected  witli  thi.-i  organi- 
zation, if  not  regularly  dismissed  from  ic,  you  will,  in  all  thing.s,  POLITICAL 
or  Social,  so  far  as  this  Order  is  concerned,  comply  ici'h  the^iuill  of  the  ma- 
jority., when  expressed  in  lawful  manner,  though  it  may  corjUct  with  your  yer- 
aonal prefertnve,  so  long  as  it  docs  not  conflict  with  the  Grand  State  or  Subor- 
dinate Constitutions,  the  Constitution  of  the  LLiited  States  of  America,  or  that 
of  the  State  in  which  you  reside;  that  you  will  not,  under  any  circumstances 
whatever,  knowingly  recommend  an  unworthy  person  for  initiation,  nor  suffi.r  it 
to  be  d’.;ne  if  in  your  power  to  prevent  it.  You  furthermore  promise  and  de- 
clare tbit  you  will  not  vote  nor  give  your  iinlueuce  for  any  man  for  any  ofice 
in  the  gift  of  the  people,  unless,  be  be  an  Amei ican-boru  citizen,  in  favor  of 
Ainerlc  in-born  ruling  xkineriea;  nor  if  he  be  a Koinan  Catholic;  and  that  you, 
will  Wilder,  any  circumstances,  expose  the  name  of  any  member  of  this  Or- 
der, nor  reveal  the  existence  cf  such  an  organization.  To  all  the  foregoing  you 
bimi  youi.selves,  nnder  the  no  less  penalty  than  that  of  being  expelled  from 
thi.s  Order,  and  of  bavin 2 your  name  posted  and  circulated  throughout  the  dif- 
ferent Councils  of  the  United  Sta'es  as  a perjurer,  and  as  a traitor  to  God  and  ■ 
your  country  ; ai  f.>ein(j  unfit  to  he  employed  and  trusted,  countenanced,  or  si/p- 
2'xjrted,  in  any  business  transaction  ; as  a person  totally  unworthy  the  confidence 
of  ail  good  men,  and  as  one  at  whom  the  fnger  of  scorn  should  ever  he  pointed. 
So  help  nte  God.” 

Ly  this  oath  this  reverend  politician  and  all  other  members  of  tbe  Order  have 
Eworn,  “ ill  the  presence  01  Almighty  God,”  to  votte  for  such  candidates  as  may 
be  seh.'cted  by  the  Know-Nothing  Convention.  If  they  nominate  tlie  greatc.-jC 
rumselicrs  ever  defended  by  Jack  Halo,  this  leader  of  the  Temperance  cau.'e 
has  sworn  to  support  them  ’ If  they  select  open  and  notoriou.s  rum-drinkers 
and  opponent--  ot  a prohibitory  law,  he  is  hound  by  a most  solemn  oath  to  sup- 
port tinnn  I He  i.s  a runt  ng  Abolitionist  and  anti-Nel-raska  man;  yet  if  they 
norn'.nate  avowed  Nebraski  men,  he  has  sworn  before  God.  to  give  theiu  bi.s  cor- 
dial support ! And  such  is  the  position  of  every  other  Tomperanee  man  and . 
At  )liiioni.st  who  belongs  to  this  Order — a position  which  this  reverend  gentle- 
inau  has  knowingly  induced  very  many  of  them  to  place  themseivo.s  iu. 

Now,  who  cau  doubt,  v;hen  an  intediigent  man  pursues  such  a course,  that  be 
dedgrxi  just  what  must  inevitably  follow?  Ilev.  Mr.  Jaek.sou  has  not  been  the 
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dupe  of  others  in  this  matter,  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  desi^edly  used  the  in- 
fluence of  his  position  to  thus  virtually  /bree  Temperance  men  into  the  sup.pr.rt 
of  the  factions  novr  banded  against  the  Democratic  party. 

But  has  he  used  nothing  bis  iniluence ‘f  it  is  known  that  efforts  have 
been  made  to  raise  “a  million  fund,^*  upon  which  a certain  per  cent,  mav  h*' 
assessed  to  be  expended  in  promoting  the  success  of  the  Temperance  party. 
Quite  a large  sum  has  been  subscribed  towards  that  fund,  and  Bev.  Mr.  Jack- 
son  is  Scoid  to  bo  the  sole  manager,  depositary,  and  disbur.sing  ageut  of  the  mo- 
ney paid  in.  And  for  what  purpose,  and  in  what  manner,  is  that  money  now 
being  used  ? Is  it  true  that  it  is  being  expended  for  political  purposes — to  pav 
his  salary  and  expenses  and  “incidentals/’  while  engaged  mainly  in  promotincr 
the  schemes  of  the  political  organizations  opposed  to  the  Democracy  ? This  is 
openly  stated  to  be  the  fact;  and  the  ccurso  of  iMr.  Jackson  but  tends  to  corro- 
borate the  statement.  Let  true,  honest,  and  single-minded  Ten^perance  men 
enquire  into  these  matters  before  they  lend  themselves  further  to  the  promotion 
of  the  political  and  mercenary  schemes  of  the  demagogues  for  whose  use  the 
Temperance  organization  is  now  being  perverted. 

We  learn  that  among  the  delegates  from  Concord  to  the  Know'-N’othin'X  Con- 
vention at  Manchester,  besides  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson,  was  Ephraim  Hatchins,  late 
Vthig  postmaster  there,  a leading  member  of  the  Whig  State  coramittee,  and 
an  active  member  of  the  Convention  which  nominated  James  Bell  for  Governor ! 
Among  them  were,  also,  some  of  the  leading  Freesoilers.  Thus  the  heads,  “ the 
central  cliques,”  of  Whiggery,  Niggerism,  and  Temperance  are  united  and  ac- 
tive in  this  dark  conspiracy  against  the  rights  of  the  people  and  the  Republican 
institutions  of  the  country.  Let  honest  men  of  all  parties,  and  e.^peeiailv  De- 
mocrats, look  and  reflect  upon  this  fact,  and  let  it  nerve  their  arms  and  confirm 
their  resolution  to  tight  manfully  .against  this  corrupt  and  wicked  combinatioD  of 
unprincipled  men  for  the  promotion  of  mercenary  objects. 


THEIR  PLATFORM  IN  VIRGINIA. 

Having  now  shown  the  attitude  of  the  Know  Nothing  Party  in  the  Northern 
States,  we  close  this  review  by  publishing  their  ofiicially  promulgated  Basis  of 
Principles  in  Virginia.  It  was  an  emanation  from  the  VJinchescer  Convention. 

The  Convention  of  the  American  Party  of  Virginia, 

Which  met  at  YJinchester,  on  Tuesday,  the  loth  of  March,  appointed  th.e 
undersigned  a committee,  to  make  publication,  over  their  riaraes,  of  the  folio w- 
ing  : 

B isis  Frlaciphs  of  the  Mjue/Aciui  Farfij  of  Tlrpliiia. 

Determined  to  preserve  our  political  in-titutions  in  their  original  purity  and 
vigor,  and  to  keep  them  unadulterated  and  miimpnired  by  foreign  iiifi’ience, 
either  civil  or  religious,  as  w’cll  as  by  home  faction  and  home  demagoguffism  ; 
and  believing  that  an  American  policy,  religious,  political  and  conimereial,  i e* 
cessar}*  for  the  attainment  of  these  ends,  we  shall  observe  and  carry  out  in 
practice,  the  following  priuciples  : — 

1,  That  the  suffrage:  of  the  American  people  for  political  olfices,  sbcul'l 
not  be  given  to  any  otlv  rs  than  those  born  on  our  .soil,  and  reared  and  mature  i 
u ider  the  inlluence  of  our  in-kitudons. 

*2.  That  no  foreigner  ought  to  be  allowed  to  exercise  the  elective  franchise, 
till  he  shall  have  resided  within  the  United  States  a sutlicient  length  of  time  to 
have  become  acquainted  with  the  principles  and  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  our 
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institution.'?,  and  until  he  shall  have  become  thoroughly  identihed  with  the  great 
interests  of  our  country. 

That  whilst  no  obstacle  should  he  interposed  to  tlie  immigration  of  all  fo- 
reigners of  honest  and  industrious  habits,  and  all  privileges  and  immunities 
enjoved  by  any  native  born  citizen  of  our  country  should  be  extended  to  all  such 
iuiiuigrunts,  except  that  of  participating  in  any  of  our  political  administrations; 
yet  ail  legal  means  should  be  adopted  to  obstruct  and  prevent  the  immigration 
of  the  vicious  and  worthless,  the  criminal  and  pauper.  . ‘ ' 

4.  That  the  American  doctrine  of  religious  toleration,  and  entire  absence  of 
ull  proscriptions  for  opinion’s  sake,  should  be  cherished  as  one  of  the  very  fun- 
damental principles  of  our  civil  freedom,  and  that  any  sect  or  party  which  be- 
lieves and  maintains  that  any  foreign  power,  religious  or  pontieal,  has  the  right 
to  control  the  conscience  or  direct  the  conduct  of  a freeman,  occi-q'des  a position 
which  Is  totally  at  war  with  the  principle  of  freedom  of  opinion,  and  which  is 
mi-sebievous  in  its  tendency,  and  which  principle  if  carried  into  practice  would 
prove  wholly  de.'^tructive  of  our  religious  and  civil  liberty. 

5.  That  the  Bible  in  the  hands  of  every  free  citizen,  is  the  only  permanent 
basis  of  all  true  iiberty^and  genuine  equality. 

0.  That  tlie  intelligence  of  the  people  is  necessary  to  the  right  use  and  the 
continuance  of  our  liberties,  civil  and  religious,  hence  the  propriety  and  inapor- 
tance  of  the  promotion  and  fostering  of  ail  means  of  moral  culture,  by  some 
adequate  and  permanent  provision  for  general  education. 

■7.  That  the  doctrine  of  availability  now  so  prevalent  and  controlling,  in  the, 
nomination  of  candidates  for  othce,  in  total  disregard  of  all  principles  of  right 
of  truth,  and  of  justice,  is  essentially  wrong,  and  should  be  by  all  good  men 
condemned. 

8.  That  as  a general  rule,  the  same  restrictions  should  be  pro.scribed  to  the 
exorcise  of  the  power  of  removui  from  office,  as  are  made  necessary  to  be  o’o- 
served  in  the  power  of  appointment  thereto  ; and  that  executive  influence  and 
patronage,  should  be  scrupulously  conferred  and  jealously  guarded. 

9.  Tnat  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  .should  be  supreme  in  the  exercise  of 
all  powers  not  expressly  delegated  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  which  mav 
cot  be  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  out  the  powers  so  delegated,  and  that  this 
principle  should  be  observed  and  held  sacred  in  all  organizations  of  the  Ameri- 
can party. 

in.  That  all  sectarian  intermeddiing  with  politics  and  political  institutions, 
coining  from  whatever  source  it  may,  should  be  promptly  resisted  by  ail  such 
means  as  seem  to  be  necessary  and  proper  for  this  end. 

11.  That  whilst  the  perpetuity  of  the  present  form  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment of  rhe  United  State.s,  is  actually  necessary  for  the  proper  development  of 
all  the  resources  of  this  country,  yet  the  principle  of  non-intervention,  both  on 
the  port  of  the  Federal  Government  and  of  the  several  States  of  tlie  Union,  in 
the  municipal  aiiairs  of  each  other,  is  essential  to  the  p^mcc  and  prosperity  of 
our  CMuntry,  and  to  tne  well  being  and  permanence  of  our  institutions,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  only  reliable  bond  of  brotherhood  and  union. 

1’2.  T'hat  lied  llepubilcaQism  and  licentious  indulgence  in  the  enjoyment  of 
civil  privileges,  are  as  much  to  be  feared  and  deprecated,  by  all  friends  to  well 
regulated  government  and  trim  liberty  as  any  of  the  forms  of  monarchy  and 
despot!,' m. 

Id.  That  tlie  true  interest  and  welfare  of  this  country,  the  honor  of  this  na- 
tion, the  individual  and  private  rights  of  its  citizens,  conspire  to  <Iemand  that 
all  other  questions  arising  fnom  party  organizations,  or  from  any  otlier  S'  uro-q 
;-h  juM  bo  held  subordinate  to  and  in  practice  made  to  yield  to  the  great  princi- 
ples herein  j>roinulgated. 

AXDEFAU  F.  KENNEDY,  of  Jefferson, 
GEORGE  D.  GRAY,  of  Uulpepor, 

JOirlAH  DABBS;  of  Halifax. 
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THE  METIIOPOLITAN  DISTRICT. 

Various  circumstances  corabiued  to  render  the  canvass  in  the  Richmond  or 
Metropolitan  Congressional  District,  one  of  profound  interest  to  the  whole  State, 
The  great  cirenlation  of  the  Democratic  press  published  in  Richmond,  and  the 
fact  that  the  Know  Nothing  party  boasted  of  its  perfect  invincibility  in  that 
district,  attracted  all  eyes  to  its  candidates  and  aspirants  for  Congress. 

As  an  entertaining  and  amusing  chapter,  illustrative  of  the  party  feeling  in 
the  district,  we  give  two  of  the  Examiner  s articles  upon  the  factions  and  rival- 
ries which  disturbed  the  tranciuility  of  the  Know  Nothing  councils  of  Rich- 
Diood  : 

The  Know  Nothings,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe,  have  to  brave  a sea  of 
trouble.-  Rampant  and  perfectly  ungovernable  aspirants  for  the  nomination  f-r 
Congress,  render  the  councils  as  tempestuous  as  the  ctvve  of  .^Eolus,  If  whuL 
we  hear  is  true,  the  friends  of  Messrs.  Rotts,  Crane  and  Scott,  are  in  a preciou.i 
stew.  Messrs.  Crane  and  Scott  have  not  left  their  destinies  to  be  controihd  hy 
the  stars  and  their  friends.  Both  have  sought,  by  deeds  of  mighty  valor,  to 
build  up  reputations  in  the  provinces.  They  have  held  forth  long  and  frequently 
to  admiring  audiences,  and  the  people  have  been  left  in  great  uncertainty  as  Oj 
their  rc.-pective  merits.  Scott  makes,  we  learn,  usually  a speech  of  one  hour 
and  a quarter,  well  digested,  full  of  facts  and  scraps  from  newspapers  and  alma- 
nacs. All  of  this  materiel  he  has  carefully  and  systematically  arranged,  and 
he  run.s  out  with  the  regularity  of  an  hour  gla.ss.  When  the  exigencies  of  the 
debate  reprire  a reply,  o.e  reverses  bis  iiour  glass  and  the  sands  of  his  discourse 
pour  back  again.  He  is  courteous  and  gentlemanly,  but  deticient  in  vivuciry 
and  fluency.  Mr.  Adonirarn  J.  Crane,  on  the  contrary,  is  afiluent  of  words, 
and  really  has  gotten  together  a large  collection  of  clap  trap,  broken  beads,  bits 
of  tinsel,  fragments  of  red  wax,  pieces  of  din'eruntly  colored  glass,  and  other 
odds  and  end.s,  which,  when  be  pours  them  forth,  do  look  very  pretty  and  daz- 
zling to  the  eye  of  the  i.nthinking.  There  is  neither  logic  nor  connection  in 
his  ideas,  but  be  has  a great  deal  more  declamation  than  Scott,  and  possesses  a 
creditable  share  of  intellectual  cuhivati^n.  He  does  not  measure  his  discour.'cs 
b}’  the  hour,  but  runs  like  an  endless  chain  pump — the  same  buckets  ami  the 
same  links  coming  up  every  few  minutes.  Hence,  when  we  attend  public 
meetings  in  RichmoD'l,  ami  the  disciples  of  Sara  want  a regular  blow  out,  we 
hear  the  name  of  ‘‘ Crane  ‘‘ Crane  T'  “Crane!”  frequently  repeated — bvit 
we  never  hear  the  first  feebie  cry  for  Scott.  Scott  is  strong  in  the  provinces 
where  the  people  like  the  strong  pork  and  beans  of  “facts  and  arguments;” 
but  Crane’s  fancy  touches  tickle -the  descendents  of  Botts’  old  guard,  'ihev 
shout  for  Judsoo  Crane,  just  as  their  fathers  used  to  scream  for  Botts — v»h>  a 
bis  envious  lieutciiauts  used  to  sit  neglected  on  the  back  benches,  without  a cad. 
Besides,  Scott  is  regarded  as  a sort  of  interloper,  having  recently  made  a de- 
scent upon  Richmond  from  the  hills  of  Powhatan.  His  sign  still  glistens,  cu 
Governor  street,  with  the  fre.'^h  paint  of  yesterday,  whilst  Jiidson  Crai.c’s 
shingle  look.'?  as  old  and  vct(‘ran  as  his  services  to  Botts.  Scott  ha.s  not  tRured 
in  our  city  courts,  whereas  the  professional  services  of  Crane  are  frequently 
called  into  requisition  by  the  unwashed  of  the  extremkies  of  the  city.  So.-tt'- 
affection  for  Botts  is  .said  to  be  of  a doubtful  character,  whereas  Crane  has  il- 
lustrated hi.s  devotion  in  a tliou.-iand  way.s.  He  has  sa:  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliei 
long  and  fuiLbfully.  In  times  gone  by,  he  is  said  to  have  perpetrated  a bii'gra- 
phy  of  his  inaje.sty,  and  being  a man  of  classical  education,  which  Botts  i.s  not, 
he  is  supposed  to  have  often  taken  the  Immortars  thunderbolts  in  a roug'n 
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state,  and  poiished  them  for  general  circulation.  We  have  long  thought  that 
jlotts’  ragged  mantle  vrould  sit  becomingly  on  Crane.  Scott’s  services  to  tim 
party  are  acknowledged  in  the  counties,  but  the  sages  who  deliberate  at  the  Af- 
rican church  know  him  not.  He  has  again  and  again  ravaged  the  counties  of' 
the  district,  devonring  Democratic  electors  and  candidates  for  Congre.ss,  like  a 
new  Dragou  of  Wantiy — but  the  people  of  llicbinond  have  never  seen  him 
do  it. 

Ho  was  reported,  daring  the  Congress  of  1852,  to  have  swallowed  our  Con- 
gressional elector,  3Ir.  iiobert  G-.  Scott,  eleven  times,  and  to  have  skinned  him 
alive  eig'ht  times — albeit  a mild  tempered  man.  Daring  the  present  canvass  he 
has  devoured  Judge  Caskic  in  a great  many  instances,  but  yet  the  city  people 
are  skeptical,  and  do  not  put  much  faith  in  the  correspondeuts  of  newspapers. 
If  Scott  would  make  arrangements  to  swallow  Judge  Caskie  some  evening  at 
the  African  church,  it  would  put  bis  .stock  up  amazingly.  AdoniranJs  pros- 
pects would  also  be  improved,  if  be  was  to  demolish  Mr.  Aylett  in  that  sacred 
edifice.  Both  had  better  try  it  at  an  early  day.  We  believe  the  victims  are 
prepared  to  meet  their  fate  with  becoming  resignation. 

But  Crane  has  not  been  at  all  behind  Scott  in  the  Dragon  of  Wantiy  line. 
He  went  to  Petersburg  one  afr^rnoon  to  sup  upon  the  remains  of  Senator  Ma- 
son, and  it  was  with  great  diiiicnlty  that  he  w'as  kept  from  his  atrocious  and 
cannibal  designs  upon  that  estimable  gentleman’s  body.  The  kindness  of  the 
Democracy  of  Petersburg  having  rescued  Senator  3Inson,  and  deprived  our 
friend  of  his  anticipated  supper,  he  hastened,  hungry  as  a boa  constrictor,  to 
Caroline,  and  in  the  sight  of  a great  crowd,  crushed  and  skinned  our  Congres- 
sional elector,  Mr,  Aylett,  and  ravenously  swallowed  his  mangled  remains. 
Scarcely  had  we  recovered  from,  the  shock  of  this  bereavement,  when  we  heard 
of  bis  frightening  to  death  two  or  three  Democratic  orators  in  2dewv  Kent,  and 
the  very  next  evening  he  was  in  Petersburg,  unmercifully  devouring  Seuafor 
Mason’s  speech,  and  speaking  so  eloquently  that  a letter  writer  mentions  an 
unfortunate  man  who,  having  had  his  jaw  fractured  by  the  accidental  discharge 
of  a pistol,  quite  forgot  the  pain  in  his  ecstatic  admiration  of  Mr.  Crane^s 
harangue. 

It  will  thus  he  seen,  from  this  hasty  parallel  after  the  manner  of  Plutarch, 
that  both  Scott  and  Crane  have  great  claims  at  this  time,  and  that  both  of  them 
have  perf-Tmed  eminent  services.  Crana.^and  Scott  are  the  Achilles  and  Hector 
of  the  aspirants.  There  are  others  who  are  said  also  to  hone  after  the  flesbpots 
in  a very  meek  and  quiet  manner,  but  who  are,  we. fear,  mouldering  in  the 
shade  of  Scott’s  greatness  and  Crane’s  eloquence.  An  occasional  groan  from 
an  old  Botts  man  evinoeth  the  wrath  of  a few  of  the  faithful  at  Crane’s  having^ 
tired  of  long  waiting,  now  set  up  shop  for  himself  with  a fair  prospect  of  sup- 
planting his  old  patron  in  business. 

2Ir.  Harnier  Gilmer  having  won  many  laurels  by  his  manly  and  pat.-’iotic 
correspondence  with  A Soutrierii  Matron and  achieved  all  that  a diploma- 
tist could,  in  bis  famous  negotiations  for  ?-it.  Vernon,  would  not,  it  is  supposed, 
indignantly  reject  a nomination  for  Congress,  provided  that  accomplished  un- 
known, ‘■‘■The  Southern  Matron^''’  does  not  desire  it.  But  Mr.  Gilmer  has  only 
made  one  speech  of  half  aa  hour’s  length,  whereas  IMessrs.  Crane  and  Scott 
have  expended  many  thousand  cubic  feet  of  gas  for  their  country.  There  is  a 
fitness  of  things  in  Crane’s  succeeding  to  the  fading  glories  of  Botts,  which  the 
Kno  w Nothings  will-  certainly  recognize.  Mark  the  prediction.  We  stand 
ready  to  welcome  the  young  phoenix  when  he  springs  from  the  ashes  of  the 
old. 
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^^HURKAH  FOR  BOTTSI”* 

Gordon  Cunimingji,  the  celebrated  lion  tiller,  who  spent  seven  years  in  Africa 
slaying  all  sorts  of  wild  animals,  somewhere  describes  the  consternation  produced 
among  all  inferior  wild  beasts  by  the  appearance  and  roar  of  a full  grown, 
T.awny  lion.  One  evening  when  he  was  anxiously  awaiting  near  a pool  of  w’ater 
for  his  game,  he  w'as  amused  by  the  performances  of  sundry  jackalls,  wolves, 
hyenas,  and  other  subordinate  beasts  of  prey.  The  jackalls  lorded  it  in  quite  a 
niagniticient  manner  over  a pack  of  timid  wild  dogs;  the  hyenas  treated  tlie 
rascally  looking  wolves  with  aristocratic  contempt,  and  the  wolves  revenged 
themselves  by  their  contemptuous  treatment  of  a few  stray  foxes.  Suddenly, 
in  the  midst  of  this  entertaining  comedy,  a teiTific  roar  'is  heard,  and  a huge 
lion  bounds  into  the  throng,  v/ith  Itaming  eyes,  and  erect,  vibrating  tail.  In  a 
rnomeot  the  wliole  scene  changes — the  hyenas  skulk  off,  the  jackalls  take  to  their 
heels,  the  wolves  disappear,  and  the  wild  dogs,  protected  by  their  insignificance, 
retire  to  a neighboring  hill  and  bay  alternately  at  the  rising  moon  and  the  hun- 
gry lion. 

Since  our  last  issue  a somewhat  similar  scene  has  been  enacted  in  this 
Congressional  district.  ITesumiug  that  the  immortal  Rotts  was  looking  so  in- 
tently upon  the  glittering  fringe  of  a prospective  nomination  for  the  Presidency, 
that  he  had  forgotten  this  Congressional  district,  a choice  assortment  of  subor- 
dinate aspirants  had  appeared  upon  the  stage,  and  were  furnishing  a capital  gra- 
tuitous entertainment  for  the  people  of  the  surrounding  counties.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  razor  strap  orators,  and  greased  rope  itinerants,  these  gentlemen  afforded 
huge  amusement  to  our  unsophisticated  country  friends.  And  the  rivalrv  of 
these  gentlemen  wuis  so  transp.irei:t  that  it  was  seriously  uppreheuded  that  after 
they  had  devoured  all  of  the  Democratic  electors  and  candidates,  they  would 
swallow  each  other  and  produce  ‘^an  aching  void,’'  such  as  that  which  the  Kil- 
"kenny  feline  combatants  ar.*  said  to  have  created  at  the  termination  of  their  little 
controversy.  Potts  out  of  the  'way,  this  Congressional  district  seemed  a “ pent 
up  Utica,"  too  small  to  contaiu  two  such  Ccesars  as  A.  Judson  Crane  and  ^Vm. 
0.  Scott.  Two  suns  or  two  moons,  would  not  have  surprised  people  more  than 
the  appearance  of  two  men  of  such  traascendant  ability  at  the  same  time. 
Their  reputation  was  the  growtli  of  a day.  It  rook  their  most  intimate  friends 
by  surprise.  The  moment  the  rumor  spread  that  Betts  was  out  of  the  way, 
these  gentlemen  outgrew  their  small  clothes,  and  their  greatness  spread  over  the 
land  with  marvellous  rapidity.  Their  inflation  was  us  rapid  as  that  of  a balloon, 
and  Jack's  wonderiui  bean  stalk  was  rather  a slow  affair  when  compared  with 
the  rise  of  these  gentlumea.  Dniil  yesterday,  never  were  the  chances  of  suc- 
cess more  nicely  balanced,  than  betweca  Crane  and  Scott.  One  reigned  supremo 
in  the  city,  whilst  the  other  iaailed  it  in  the  provinces.  One  wore  the  scalp  of 
a United  States  Senator,  ot  a candidate  for  the  mayoralty,  and  of  a Congres- 
sional elector  at  his  girdie ; tiie  otiier  scoured  the  counties  with  the  skin  of  ano- 
ther Congressional  elector,  fur  a waistcoat,  and  the  legs  of  a distinguished  can- 
didate for  Congress  dangling  out  of  his  mouth.  Both  were  working  with  an 
energy  that  prompted  sue -ess,  but  we  fear  that  both  have  been  suddenly  cut 
down  in  the  tiowerot  their  youth.  On  Tuesday  morning,  Botts  gave  one  of  hi':^ 
old  fashioned  roars,  and,  by  nine  o clock  the  same  day,  Crane  and  Scott  needed 
the  services  ot  Loroner  \\  icker.  T'hus  we  have  seen,  on  a bright  soring  morningi 
two  belligerent  turkey  cocks  wrlthmg  and  tv/isting  each  other’s  necks  in  deadly 
confiict,  struck  down  by  the  i .'Wiing  piece  of  a cruel  sportsman.  Bott^  again  lu 
the  field,  Crane  Tails  pro.'rrutu  oelore  hij  omnipotent  I am,  and  poor  jlr.  tfcoU 
retreats  to  Powhatan  to  dige.st  his  bloody  repasts  in  private.  Vanitj"  of  vaiiit}', 
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nil  is  vaniU^  I Who  knoweth  Tvhat  a day  may  bring  forth?  Yesterday,  Crane 
inid  Scott  were  Sam’s  greatest  pets  ; to  'day,  and  none  so  poor  as  to  do  them  re- 
verence. Oh,  cruel  Botts  ! ob,  unhappy  .Crane  I oh,  miserable  Scott  I 

We  had  Just  announced  the  speedy  appearance  of  the  young  phoenix  when  the 
old  bird,  with,  a few  lusty  blows  from  his  still  vigorous  wings,  extinguishes  the 
funeral  pile,  and  with  slightly  singed  plumage,  drives  his  dreadful  beak  and  ter- 
rible claws  plump  through  the  tender  body  of  the  aspiring  lieutenant. 

.For  no  one  can  retid  the  wrathful  manifeilo  of  Botts  and  not  recognize  the 
willingocss  of  that  gentlcmaa  to  accept  the  nominatioR  ; and  as  lie  stands  head 
and  shoulders  above  such  men  as  Crane  and  Scott,  and  as  there  is  more  capacity 
in  the  parings  of  his  nails  than  in  ail  the  rest  of  the  Whig  party  together,  his 
nomination  may  be  regarded  as  most  probable.  For,  although  at  this  time, 
when  the  people  are  given  to  doing  funny  things,  and  when  the  political  caul- 
dron is  boiling,  we  may  expect  strange  things  to  happen  and  queer  nominations 
to  come  to  the  surface,  there  is  nevertheless  a weight  of  Whig  consistency  and 
genuineness  in  the  ring  of  Botts’  metal  that  the  subordinates  cannot  resist. 
They  may  scour  the  district,  and  illustrate  their  “ gift  of  the  gab”  at  every 
cross-road,  but  when  the  old  lion  (dilapidated  as  he  is)  of  Whiggery  sends 
f.»rth  one  of  his  terrible  roars  and  treads  the  accustomed  vrar  path  with  as  firm 
a tread  as  ever,  in  an  instant  Adomiram  and  the  gentleman  “ late  of  Poiohaian’^ 
are  forgotten,  and  the  old  guard,  the  veterans  of  Screamersville,  the  heroes  of  ever 
faithful  Butchertown,  the  patriots  of  Boeketts,  and  the  partisans  of  the  Slashes, 
instinctively  send  np  the  old  shout  of  “ linrroh  for  Bolts.’'  There  is  an  affec- 
tion, a faithfulness  about  these  old  chaps  which  the  juveniles  who  yell  for  Crane, 
and  the  old  country  people  to  whom  Scott  administers  almanacs  and  newspaper 
scraps,  never  dreamt  of.  The  hearts  of  the  old  respectable,  con.-istent  Clay 
\Thigs,  still  belong  to  Botts.  lie  is  the  emboaiinent  of  the  inosc  respectable 
elements  of  Whiggery,  and  in  thi.s  district  he  is  still  invincible.  lie  posses.ses 
stores  of  strength  that  the  fire  dies  who  have  recently  sought  to  illumine  the 
dark  subject  of  Ivnovz  Nothingism  never  dreamt  of. 

i.ook  at  the  vrelglit  and  respectability  attached  to  the  card  in  which  Botts 
ha.s  just  crushed  out  the  prospects  of  the  Cranes  and  Scotts  of  this  district. 
They  indicate  that  the  nociination  will  be  given  to  John  IMinor  i>otts  beyond  a 
question  of  doubt.  The  oM  spirit  darnes  out  in  his  pronunclam>tnto.  Know 
Xothingism  has  not  purified  him  of  a drop  of  his  deep  rooted  prejudice,  and 
we  dad  the  usual  slap  at  the  enemies  who  have  always  beset  hi.s  path. 

The  unconquerable  Whiggery  of  the  venerable  and  invincible  gleams  forth 
In  striking  contrast  vfith  the  cowardly  silence  of  the  Knov/  Nothings  upon 
great  principles  and  measures.  He  grapples  with  the  sub-treasury  and  the 
tarifi'  in  the  real  old  fi-'diionod  way  ; as  Whigs  were  wont  to  do  in  the  days  of 
<’!ay  and  Vfeb.ster.  He  pitches  into  .Democracy  boHlj  and  courageously,  and 
fcelina:  that  he  is  a foeman  worthy  of  our  bhide,  voe  are  inelincd  to  yell  out,  as 
hi.s  old  guard  used  to  do,  ''Hurrah  frr  BottsB 

If  Boths  recelve.s  the  nomination,  as  no  doubt  ho  will,  we  shall  have  to  use 
longer  artillery  than  wc  had  designed  employing  in  this  district.  Small  fowl- 
ing pieces,  with  dinuiRitivo  loaJ.s  of  ordinary  po^7der  and  mu.stard  seed  shot, 
we  had  deemed  .'ufiicieiit  for  the  game  whi:h  was  amieipated.-  But  we  mii.Sv 
a Minnie  ririo  and  .Dupont’s  best,  iiovz,  for  Botts  is  very  different  game 
from  that  wiiich  we  had  evpceted  to  hunt  after. 

The  uppoaraucc  of  Bott  > renders  it  necessary  that  vm  sh''»uld  take  an  affcc- 
tionite  farewell  of  those  thsconsolate  young  gentlemen,  Crane  and  Scott,  to 
wl  niLi  we  recommend  an  attendvo  perusal  of  *HCovo’s  Labor  .Le.st.”  Tl)cy 
wil  now'  have,  wo  fear,  nothing  to  remind  them  of  their  labors  but  in-'ligt;>uion  j 
and  nightmares,  those  inevitable  consequenees  of  cannibal  feasts  and  indi.s- 
crmiinate  gluttony.  \Chen  vSeott  had  no  one  to  oppose  liim  hut  t.>ane,  the  of- 
h uce  of  \i\s,  sfiuatting  upon  sUloniram’s  property  was  denounced  as  s.  mo.st 
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grievous  intrusion.  But  rvhen  the  ferocious  old  guard  of  Botts  open  upon  him 
there  will  bo  no  mercy  shown.  '\\’'ith  brief  recollections  of  the  manner  in  wiiich 
they  used  to  crueity  Botts'  ambitious  and  refractory  lieutenants,  we  compas- 
sionate poor  rUr.  vSV'Ott — we  do  indeed.  We  almost  imagine  that  we  alreatiy 
hear  the  ever  faithful  and  e-Iorjaent  Perrin,  the  friend  of  Olay,  and  the  jlt hi. i 
Achates  of  jj'Uts,  in  c'lassic  alicrnations  from  Latin  to  English,  pouring  his 
lard  like  streams  of  burning  invective  upon  Mr.  Scott,  for  moving  into  the  Im- 
Ljortal’s  district  to  get  to  Oongross.  Gods  ! what  a theme  for  the  Old  Guard — 
vvhat  an  olTeiice.iu  the  estimation  of  the  faithful — what  a scarlet  crime  in  the 
eyes  of  indi^rnunt  Screamersville — a stran'jcr  scckiny  to  reiyn  in  the  kiiiydoin 
of  his  Serene  ILyhness,  Botts  I.  I 

And  Adoniram.  young  friemi  by  adoption,  well  beloved  of  Mahomet,'' 
Luther’s  ever  faithful  Mahmothou,  biographer,  thunderbolt  polisher  to  his  hia- 
jesty,  will  you  swallow  you  disappointment,  and,  with  a face  expressive  of  cas- 
tor oil,  salts  and  senna,  love  and  disappointment,  aS’ection  and  desperation, 
conceal  your  griefs,  and  cry  with  the  rest,  ‘‘ Z/unruA  for  Botts  1'^  How  will 
you  bear  this  cruel  treatment  of  him  to  whom  you  have  devoted  so  many  years 
of  u.=-eful  friendship  ? 

We  know  that  this  trial  of  temper  and  test  of  devotion  is  a terrible  one,  but 
take  the  advice  of  a well-v,dsher.  Stick  to  Botts — never  hoist  the  fiag  of  rebei- 
]ioD — show,  as  you  have  always  done,  the  lovalty  of  your  friendship — wait  but 
a little  longer,  and  you  will  bask  in  the  sunshine  of  the  Immortal's  eternal  grati- 
tude— sacrifice  your  very  excellent  prospects — go  in  heart  and  soul  for  Butts — 
and  the  Old  Guard  will  agree  with  their  sons,  that  you  deserve  to  succeed  to  ail 
of  Botts'  popularity  and  honor.  The  present  is  a critical  period  in  your  for- 
tunes, and  no  m.m  ever  lost  by  a graceful  and  timely  act  of  magnanimous  self- 
sacrilloc  for  a frieu  1.  You  could  have  swallowed  Scott  and  Gilmer,  but  no  one 
ever  expected  that  you  could  resist  the  will  of  the  political  Gamaliel,  seated  at 
v.dicse  feet  you  have  drank  in  so  much  wisdom  and  statesmanship.  We  entreat 
you,  dorC t be  rash,. 


TffE  PoLTTic.M,  Entomology  of  '‘Our  District.” — We  must  solicit 
the  indulgence  of  our  readers  for  furnishing  them  in  each  issue  of  our  paper 
with  a fresh  chaplCL  upon  the  ever  changing  phases  of  the  Congressional 
liomination  battle  of  the  bats  and  owls  of  this  district.  We  must,  however, 
beg  them  to  remember  that,  in  devoting  so  much  time  to  such  trivial  matters, 
we  humbly  imitate  the  examples  of  many'  most  illustrious  authors  and  emi- 
nent men.  Have  we  not  the  elaborate  epic  of  the  "Battle  of  the  Progs 
and  Tvlice;”  Gulliver's  account  of  the  wars  of  the  Biufuscans  and  the  Lilli- 
putians, about  the  best  method  of  breaking  an  egg;  a classic  author’s  lus- 
torv  of  the  feuds  of  llie  cranes  and  pigmies;  Dickens’s  sketch  of  the  rival 
candidates  f:-r  the  oliice  oflk^adle;  Sliakspeare’s  " kJid-Summer’s  Night 
Drcums,”  and  *•..  Aluen  Ado  about  Nothing.^”  Have  we  not  in  every  issue 
of  Bell's  Life  in  London  carefully  prepared  reports  of  fights  between  rats 
and  terriers?  and  are  there  not  well  authenticated  accounts  of  men  having 
lost  and  wo!i  thousands  of  pounds  upon  a fight  between  crickets,  or  a ra  ’e 
between  two  maggots  extracted  from  a rotten  hazlenut?  Let  tliese  prece- 
dents be  our  excuse.  Wc  take  the  same  pleasure  in  the  political  entomology' 
of  this  district,  that  .naturalists  do  in  studying  the  habits  of  beelies  and  bed 
bugs. 

We  are  hapr»y  in  the  refreshing  conviction,  that  the  Know-Nothing  coun- 
edg  of  this  district  are  about  as  iiarmonious  as  were  the  famous  cats  of  Kil- 
kenny. An  army  of  candidates  for  the  nomination  have  scattered  <lismay 
and  discord  through  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  Sampson’s  foxes  with  fire 
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Icands  fastened  to  their  tails,  never  produced  such  wide-spread  alarm  and 
consternation  as  these  vociferous  candidates  fiave  done.  ^Ve  have  already 
record(u{  the  mighty  deeds  of  the  famous  squatter  from  Powhatan,  Scott, 
and  the  not  less  valorous  and  voracious  pet  ot  the  hungry  Adoniram,  who 
has  achieved  greatness  in  a day.  e have  now  to  announce  that  Mr.  Harmar 
(hiiner  has  recently  greatly  distinguished  himself  by  his  cannibal  perforn!-- 
ances  on  the  South-Side — having  somewhere  near  Farmviile  swallowed  the 
lion.  Kidder  iMeade,  one  day,  and  lunched  upon  the  attenuated  remains  of 
the  Ron.  \Vm.  0.  Goode  the  next;  thus  depriving  of  his  legitimate  food  the 


facetious  and  jocose  Tazewell,  who  is  announced  by  the  Know-Nothing 


papers  as  ^‘running  with  his  tali  curled,”  a compliment  which  he  doubtless 
deserves  and  appreciates. 

Abandoning,  for  a time,  the  patriotic  and  rnan-milliner  duties  of  his  hig’i 
diplomatic  connection  with  the  treaty  for  the  cession  of  Mount  Vernon,  he 


is  said  to  have  snapped  up  our  unfortunate  friends,  Kleade  and  Goode,  like  a 


hungry  pike. 


We,  therefore,  hail  him.  as  an  honorable  member  of  that  order 
of  cannibals,  of  which  Me.>srs,  Scott  and  Crone  are  the  founders.  He  has 
proved  himself  their  equal,  and  we  take  the  liberty  of  entering  him  for  the 
nomination.  It  is  distinctly  understood  that  no  man  can  become  a candidate 
for  the  nomination  unless  he  can  furnish  to  the  Convention  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  having  swallowed  or  skinned  a Democratic  orator  within  the  six 
weeks  preceding  the  .otii  of  May.  Have  Messrs,  Coleman,  Perrin,  Rhodes 
and  Griffin,  either  skinned  or  swallowed  any  one  yet.  If  they  have  not,  tiie 
sooner  they  begin  the  better. 

We  have  been  assured  by  a friend,  that  the  Whig  did  not  slay  Botts  on 


last  Tuesday  morning,  but  liiat  its  ride  ball  mereiv  stunned  him.  It  is  sus- 


pected that  he  was  restored  to  consciousness  by  the  felonious  attempts  of 
two  distinguished  cannibals  to  skin  and  swallow  him,  whilst  he  lay  upon  the 
Potter’s  field  where  the  Whig  had  cast  his  apparently  lifeless  remains.  We 
regret  to  sav,  that  Messrs.  Crane  and  Scott  are  strongly  susoected  of  this 


horiliile  crime.  They  are  supposed  on  Tuesday  morning  to  have  been  wan- 


dering about  seeking  for  fresh  victims,  when  at  the  same  instant  they  espied 
the  prostrate  body  of  the  “Immortal,”  and  both,  with  a cannibal  yell  of 
joy,  pounced  upon  him,  Adoniram  making  an  incision  between  the  ears  to 
skin  him  scientifically,  whilst  Mr.  Scott,  in  his  eagerness  to  swallow  hirn» 
and  not  wishing  to  disturb  Mr.  Crane,  commenced  with  the  supposed  de- 
funct’s feet.  These  violations  of  his  sacred  person,  restored  the  Immortai. 
to  consciousness.  They  were  like  the  application  of  volatile  salts  to  a faini- 
iiig  woman’s  nose.  One  blow  and  a kick  sent  the  luckless  swallower  and 
the  ungrateful  skinner  fifty  feet  in  opposite  directions,  and  the  immortal 
sprang  to  his  feet,  irritated  beyond  measure  by  the  treatment  which  he  had 
£U>iaiaed. 

We,  therefore,  take  nlearnre  in  announcing  that  our  illustrious  friend,  is 


not  yet  tlead,  and  that  he  again  treads  the  old  war  p dii,  in  a most  wrathful 
and  dangerous  mcod.  These  attempts  to  rule  him  offi,  and  diabolical  ekbrtc 
to  'kin  and  swallow  him.  nave  merely  irritated  him,  as  gad  tiles  excite  the 
rage  of  mighty  bulls.  We  delight  to  believe  that  Botts  knows  his  rights  as 
a rreernan  and  a Know-Nothing,  and  that  he  does  not  intend  to  be  ruled  off. 
The  bullet  of  the  Whig  merely  rlatteiied  against  his  intellectual  skull,  as  ito 
thor.e  of  a western  liunter  against  the  frontal  bones  of  the  hardy  buffiilo. 
\Vc  believe  that  he  will  now  wage  a.  war  of’ extermination  ‘‘on  the  f;icti~n 
V hif'h  he.s  always  sought  (his;  my  de.'tructlon  and  overthrow.”  aTid  that  he 
v.ull  be  backed  by  the  very  strongest  and  most  efficient  men  of  the  ordc:. 
He  will  make  the  di:^trirt  loo  hot  for  the  squatter  from  Powhatan,  and  haiq- 


Ike  rebellious  Adoniram  in  chains,  or  quarter  him,  as  the'  old  kijig’s  of  Eng- 
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land  used  to  do  their  enemies.  Long  may  Botts  live,  for  there  are  many  uses 
to  which  he  can  be  turned. 

The  indications  of  a Know-I\'otbing  now  of  no  ordinary  magnitude,  cannot 
be  mistaken,  fr  Bolt?  does  not  receive  the  much  coveted  nomination,  he 
will  leave  the  order  so  shattered  and  torn  by  dissensions,  that  there  wiil 
le  no  chance  for  any  one  else.  The  members  of  the  Old  Guard  whom  we 
occasionally  meet  on  the  street,  wear  u grim,  firm,  denant,  air — a rule  or 
ruin  look,  that  leaves  no  question  as  to  what  they  will  do  if  the  Inr;mortal  is 
cast  overboard.  We  have  a right,  as  Botts’  most  consistent  and  faithful  or> 
gan,  having  always  hailed  his  norninations  with  pleasure,  and  felt  inexpres- 
sibly gratified  when  he  was  soundly  beaten  by  Judge  Caskie,  to  insist  that 
he  shall  not  be  killed  otT.  W'hen  the  post  of  danger  requires  a man  of  nerve 
and  pluck,  an  interesting  protege  is  always  placed  in  tbe'  front  rank.  Upon 
such  occasions  the  Scotts  stay  quietly  enough  in  Powhatan,  and  the  Cranes 
are  models  of  humhle  devotion  to  the  Immortal.  But  now  that  there  is  some 
remote  prospect  of  success,  Botts  is  to  be  inhumanly  sacrificed,  and  all 
Screamersviiie  thrown  into  convulsions  of  grief  at  the  massacre  of  her  noble 
Eon.  As  the  only  organ  of  the  neglected  Botts,  vre  call  upon  the  Old  Guard 
to  rally,  and  if  the  rebels  with  Adoriiram,  Gilmer  and  Scott  at  their  head, 
continue  to  resist,  we  command  them  to  “head  them  or  die.”  Let  this  lan- 
guage of  your  illustrious  leader  be  inscribed  upon  your  banners,  and  the 
dangers  now  menacing  your ' chieftain  will  disappear  like  morning  clouds. 
Let  the  Slashes  be  aroused,  let  Hell  town  w^ax  hot,  let  Rocketts  take  the 
field,  let  Screamersviiie  move  forth  like  an  army  with  banners,  let  Butcher- 
town,  led  on  by  the  faithful  Heckler,  emulate  Darby  town  in  deeds  of  mighty 
valor,  and  Botts  vdil  win  the  nomination. 

As  it  is  not  in  mortals,  however,  always  to  command  success,  should  the 
indignant  order  prove  too  strong  for  our  protege,  and  eject  him  from  their  cul- 
vert hissing  like  a red  hotshot  from  a cannon’s  mouth,  we  again  atfectionateiv 
proffer  to  him  the  sanctuary  of  Democracy.  Tf  the  high  honor  of  taking 
Botts,  the  most  incorrigible  of  sinners,  to  the  altar  of  Deraocracy  is  vouch- 
.safed  to  us,  it  will  constitute  the  proudest  duty  of  our  life.  We  shall  lead 
forward  the  sobbing  and  penitent  old  gentleman,  blubbering  over  the  recol- 
lection  ot  his  unnumbered  political  transixressions  with  the  delictht  of  a pious 
parson  who  has  ar  last  beaten  down  the  last  barrier  erected  by  Satan  around 
the  soul  of  a hardened  reprobate. 

We  now^  confess — w hat  we  have  long  concealed  within  our  own  breast — 
that  the  great  object  of  our  life  has  been  the  conversion  of  Botts.  We  have 
always  had  a mysterious  presentinnont  that  he  would  die  a good  Democrat, 
and  as  the  carniverous  Adoniram  says  that  “the  Whig  party  has  died  of 
corruption,”  we  feel  assured  that  if  the  Know-Nothings  kick  Botts  out, 
will  petitiondo  lay  his  battered  head  on  the  gi’cat  bosom  of  Democracy. 

It  is  all  nonsen.^e  to  say  that  Botts  is  too  old  to  turn  Democrat,  and  that 
gentlemen  at  sixty  are  rot  equal  to  feats  of  ground  and  lofty  tumbling. 
There  have  been  instances  of  men  commencing  the  study  of  the  law  at  that  age, 
and  becoming  eminent  jurists.  Would  it  not  be  a cheering  spectacle  to  be- 
hold Botts  a regular  attendant  at  Democratic  gatherings  and  love-iea'^t'. 
working  on  vigilant  committees,  attending  nominating  conventions,  and  ap- 
plauding the  sjieeches  of  our  young  oi-ators,  from  a modest  back  bench  in  die 
African  church.  Promotion,  we  admit,  would  be  slow  in  the  immortel’.' 
case,  but  if  he  was  to  join  us  now,  and  live  to  tb.c  good  old  age  of  ninefv, 
we  would  make  him  chairman  of  a ward  committee,  or  use  oar  intluence  m 
-have  him  rewarded  by  some  po.>t-otfice  appointment  in  the  provinces. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  we  have  seen  the  Lvnchburg  Virginian  s 
awful  account  of  the  manner  in  which  Adoniram,  on  Thursday  night,  in  the 
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presenrc  of  the  goodly  people  of  Lynchburg,  swallowed  our  friend,  Mr. 
SIr'Uo’i  F.  Leake.  Tiie  account  should  have  been  headed  “ How  Jonah 
swallowed  the  Whale  and  be  interpreted  by  contraries  as  Irldli  dreams 
are  interpreted.  The  astonishing  rapidity  with  which  this  modern  scourge  of 
Democracy  thins  our  ranks  is  frightful.  Boa-constrictors,  after  they  jiave 
crushed  and  swailovved  their  prey,  remain  torpid  for  weeks,  whilst  the 'slow 
v/ork  of  digestion  is  going  on  ; but  Crane  snaps  uj)  the  most  plethoric  ora- 
tor, swaliuws  him  whole,  as  it  he  were  a minnow,  digests  liim  in  five  minutes, 
and  at  once  proceeds  to  transfix  the  next  victim,  as  if  he  had  eaten  nothing 
for  a month.  Like  Tamerlane,  he  has  reared  a pjyramld  of  scalpless  skull, 
which  tar  surpasses  in  height  those  of  even  Scott  or  Gilmer.  Look  at  the 
following  pyramidlcai  statement,  and  see  how  Adoniram  leads  the  column. 
To  Judson’s  list  we  ought  to  add  the  prospective  victims.  Hunter,  J'jidge 
Douglas,  and  six  other  U.  S.  Senators; 


Tamerlane.  Adoniram' s 

idcoit's. 

Gilmer's. 

S.  F.  Leake. 

J.  M.  Mason. 
P.  Henry  Aylett, 

0 

0 

John  D.  Munford, 

00 

00 

Douglass  of  New'  Kent, 

000 

Goode, 

R.  K.  Meade. 

Douglass  of  King  William, 

Caskie, 

Tfin  Scrub  Kace  for  the  Nomination. — The  scrub  race  for  the  Know- 
Nothing  nomination  for  Congress  in  this  district  is  becoming  every  day  more 
and  more  ludicrous  and  amusing.  A new  pony,  or  an  ambitious  Slielland, 
is  entered  almost  every  morning;  and  the  excitement  promises  to  become, 
terrific  before  the  5th  of  May,  when  the  judges  propose  making  the 
award.  There  have  been  many  entries  recently  from  the  provinces.  For- 
getting that  he  was  merely  put  forward  to  be  well  beaten  in  the  last  election-, 
the  friends  of  Clayton  G.  Coleman  have  entered  that  highly  respectable  but 
rather  slow'  horse.  Chesterfield,  we  learn,  proposes  to  put  forward  Holden 
Rhodes,  and  we  imagine  that  the  ever  faithful,  eloquent  and  full  blooded 
Whig,  Samuel  Perrin,  of  Hanover,  and  the  not  less  faithful  Feudal  Grifiin, 
will  be  duly  put  upon  the  turf. 

Our  last  article  upon  this  subject  left  the  indomitable  Botts  with  erect 
rnarie,  vibrating  tail,  and  unearthly  roar  like  a lion  in  the  path,  frigiitening 
into  the  jungles  such  small  fry  a.s  the  exotic  Scott  and  the  vociferous  Crane. 
But,  sad  to  relate,  whilst  this  dilapidated,  although  still  formidable  lion  was 
frightening  all  the  inferior  rivals  out  of  their  wits,  the  Gordon  Cummings  of 
the  Whig  was  taking  a deadly  and  unerring  aim  at  him,  and  at  the  report  oi 
that  sportsman’s  editorial  rifle,  on  last  TXiesday  morning,  Betts  keeled  over 
dead  as  a mackerel,  and  Ids  coiiquerer  at  once  dragged  his  carcase  to  the 
nearest  Potter’s  field,  where,  we  fear,  by  this  time,  under  the  hot  suns  of  the 
last  three  days,  it  is  becoming  animated*  with  insect  life.  In  the  name  of  all 
that  remains  of  Bolts,  in  the  name  of  the  old  guard,  in  the  name  of  the  Gw 
floating  fragments  of  the  old  VVdiig  parly,  we  ask  why  did  our  friend  of  the 

hig  kill  Botts  by  an  editorial  filled  with  damning  hints  of  his  w ant  ot 
avaiiability,  and  suspicions  of  his  being  chest  foundered  and  spavined.  We 
tea."  that  there  is  a conspiracy  in  this  dLtrict  to  deprive  Botts  of  his  rights, 
to  declare  him  dead,  to  puh':'sh  his  obituary  notice  as  Dean  , Swift  did  that  oi 
Partridge,  the  almairac  maker,  wdni.st  the  man  was  alive  and  hearty,  - We 
begin  to  (ear  that  Know-Nothingi.sm  in  this  district  is  a diabolical  conspiracy 
against  Democracy  and  Boils,  that  the  Whig  party  has  been  disba.nded  to  get 
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rid  of  that  brave  and  glorious  old  Whig,  and  that  he  is  to  be  cast  adrift  for 
the  sake  of  the  shoal  of  minnows  now  .nibbling  at  Judge  Caskie.  How  c:^v. 
the  old  Clay  Wliigs  give  in  their  adfiesion  to  a new  party  which  thus  turir-^ 
the  cold  shoulder  upon  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the  old  Whig  porly  of 
this  state  ? If  the  new  order  actually  jiroposes  to  confer  the  ofhccs  of  the 
country  upon  their  ablest  men,  how  supremely  funny  is  it  to  thrust  Botts 
aside,  refuse  to  allow  Iiirn  to  be  entered  for  the  race,  and  to  wrangle  about 
the  men  vehem  the  boiling  cauldron  of  Know-Xothingisrn  have  brougiit  to 
the  surface  in  this  district  within  the  last  few  weeks. 

Let  all  who  have  been  prominent  in  the  Whig  party  read  their  fate  in  that 
of  the  '‘Immortal/’’  whose  immortality  has  been  snutFed  out.  Bolts’  “ex- 
treme opinions”  wm  take  to  have  been  a bold,  manly  vindication  of  Whig 
measures,  when  men  of  less  moral  courage  had  fled  into  the  durk  caves  of 
the  new  order.  The  new  order  has  treated  Bolts  most  Inhumanly,  and,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  has  ostracised  him,  as  if  he  was  a “foreigner  or  a 
Roman  Catholic.”  For  we  expect  that  in  the  oath  of  the  third  degree, 
recently  instituted,  there  is  a provision  that  Bolts  is  never  to  be  elected  to 
office.  All  of  our  poor  friend’s  advances  having  been  rejected,  bis  want  of 
qualitications  having  been  olhcialiy  announced,  we  cannot  see  how  he  can — 
even  if  they  will  allow  him — remain  in  such  an  order. 

They  have  disbanded  the  party  of  his  long  and  never  changing  atTections 
— they  have  buried  Whiggeiy — even  the  ungrateful  Adoairam  declaring  that 
“it  has  died  of  corruption”' — and  why  should  Botts  be  chained,  like  a blind 
Samson,  in  this  new  temple  of  the  enemy,  to  be  made  the  sport  and  laugh- 
ing-stock of  boys  and  renegade  Democrats?  Wh\’ does  he  not  grasp  the 
pillar  to  which  he  is  chained.,  imitate  the  slaver  of  the  Phillistines,  topple  over 
the  temple,  and  crush  the  bats  and  owls  that  infest  it.  Has  Bolts  turned  a 
priest  or  a woman,  that  he  will  permit  these  slights  and  insults  to  go  unpun- 
ished ? 

Would  it  not  be  best  for  him,  if  he  is  in  this  humble  and  Christian  mood,  to 
put  on  the  apparel  and  take  the  staff  of  a ]>i]grim,  and  with  feeble  steps  and 
supplicating  voice,  petition  for  admission  into  the  sheepfold  of  Democracy  r 
Often  times  has  he  devoured  our  tlock  and  laid  waste  to  our  lambs,  but  it  was 
always  as  a bold,  hungry  wolf — never  as  an  assassin  in  sheep’s  clothing.  We 
can  offer  him  no  odice,  but  the  sanctuary  of  Democracy  is  always  open  to 
the  penitent  a'ld  destitute.  He  has  no  organ  in  this  city — the  Know-Nothing 
papers  repel  his  advances— -but  has  the  Examiner  ever  deserted  him  ? Have 
wm  not  for  seven  years  cheered  him  on  in  his  wars  against  tiie  rebellious 
lieutenants,  and  against  that  faction  which,  we  are  informed  in  all  of  his 
epistles  to  the  public,  “is  seeking  his  (my)  destruction  at  the  expense  of  the 
party.”  Is  there  an  instance  of  the  Examiner  having  de.-^erted  Bolts  ? For 
a time  we  had  but  one  rival  in  consistent  atfection  for  Bolts — and  that  was 
Adonirarn.  But  we  feel  |crou(l  of  the  fact,  that  our  advocacy  of  Botts  has 
survived  even  the  love  of  Adonirarn,  for  we  fear  that  hie  vill  not  follow  our 
advice  by  clinging  to  the  shipwrecked  fortunes  of  his  old  commander.  Oi 
all  of  Botts’  friends,  the  Examiner  alone  remains  consistently  faithful,  e 
have  seen  Screamersville  amt  Rocketts  desert — Darby  Town  deny  its  lord — 
Hell  Town  grow  cold  in,  its  atfections — and  even  Adonirarn  lioisl  the  flag  ot 
rebellion,  but  the  Examiner  stands  Arm.  “ Hurrah  for  Botts !” 
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Overthrow  of  the  LEGiTi3irsTS — Dow.n'fall  of  Botts — ^Trtumph  of 
Tvlerism — S'iUATTER  SOVEREIGNTY  ABOVE  PAR.-— Oq  Satiirda}'  iiiglit  the 
Know-Nothinj:--<  met  in  council  to  immolate  Botts,  to  inaugurate  squatter  sov- 
erri^'utv  and  d’vleri&iTi,  and  to  exterminate  the  last  veslin^e  of  Vfhia'g'ery  from 
this  di  dricl.  trie  result  tells  how  complete  was  the  overthrow  of  the  old 
r/’p///2e.  '.*diat  Corsican  usurper,  the  squatter  iVoiii  Powhatan,  has  seized 
noun  the-  throne  of  the  Bourbons,  and  Botts,  Perrin,  Grilrin  and  Crane,  have 
been  exiled  from  the  land  of  their  fathers.  The  provinces  proved  too  strong 
for  Botts’  st.’ongholds  in  this  city,  and  Butchertown,  Scieamersville  and_ 
Rocketts  were  routed  by  the  regiments  from  the  rural  districts.  The  Old 
Guard,  demoralized,  dispirited  and  disheartened  by  the  defection  of  lieutenant 
Adoiiiram,  fought  not  with  their  accustomed  valor,  and  unused  to  the  bush- 
ranging tactics  of  the  new  order,  were  no  match  for  Scott’s  squirrel-hunting 
militia  from  Louisa  and  Goochland. 

It  is  rumored  that  the  contest  waged  most  fiercely  between  the  friends  of 
Scott,  Botts  and  eVdoniram,  but  we  have  not  heard  it  hinted  that  Messrs. 
Gilmer,  Perrin,  Rhodes  and  Coleman  were  suggested  to  the  Convention  in 
the  very  mildest  manner.  Nor,  from  what  we  have  beard,  do  we  imagine 
that  the  merits  and  services  of  Aden: ram  were  properly  appreciated  by 
that  august  body,  which  played  the  part  of  Paris,  and  a^varded  the  prize, 
to  tiic  disgruiulement  of  the  rest  of  the  neglected  goddesses,  to  the  fair  claim- 
ant from  Powhatan.  AVe  fear,  had  Mr.  Crane  sedulously  harangued  at  our 
country  court-houses  respecting  the  cleansing  virtues  of  grease-extracting 
soap,  or  beaten  a tin  pan  for  the  delectation  of  his  provincial  auditors,  that 
either  of  thorn  enlivening  and  intellectual  recreations  would  liave  furthered 
his  prospects  t'ully  as  much  as  his  carnivorous  performances  appear  to  have 
done.  The  people  appear  to  have  fancied  Scott’s  facts,  figures,  scraps,  alma- 
nacs and  paragraphs  far  more  than  they  did  the  damp  oratorical  pyrotechnics 
of  the  ne-giected  Crane. 

VV  e tender  to  our  disconsolate  friend  Adoniram  our  alfectionate  condolences, 
and  the  solemn  assurances  of  our  most  distiilgui^hed  commiseration.  It  is 
only  with  the  aid  of  a slop  bucket  to  receive  the  brinv  freshet  of  one  eye, 
and  of  a sponge  and  large  red  bandanna  to  absorb  the  lachrymose  deluire  ot 
the  other,  that  we  are  able  to  pen  this  doleful  narrative  of  his  death  and  sul- 
terings.  It  iv  painful — it  is  heart-rending — it  is  grief ■ absolutely  insupport- 
able— to  rerlect  tiiat  all  of  his  labors  were  thrown  awmv  upon  a perverse  and 
unaratoful  generation  of  vipers.  Our  blood  boils  with  indignation  at  the 
thoughts  of  the  infamous  treatment  which  he  has  received  from  those  lor 
whom  he  abandoned  the  civilized  duties  of  his  profes^dca  and  turned  canni- 
bal. For  naturally  our  friend  is  not  addicted  to  swallowing  human  beings 
like  a b<v.i  con.-trictor,  scalping  them  like  a lawdess  Mohawk,  or  to  devouring 
steaks  tre.-ii  from  the  thighs  of  fat  Democratic  orators,  as  if  they  were  from 
the  rump  of  a prize  ox. 

This  dietetic  system  we  know  must  have  been  repugnant  to  ail  the  civilized 
imtmets  ot  hds  refined  nature.  And  what  has  been  his  reward  for  thus  can- 
nibalizing and  gorging  hirn-^elf  with  th.e  bodies  of  men,  whose  disconsolate 
wives  and  tatlierless  c'nildren  will  band  down  the  name  of  Adoniram,  black 
with  cur'Cs  and  wet  with  the  tears  of  the  atilicted.  to  posteritv.  'I'amerlane, 
like  Adoniram,  erected  a pyramid  of  human  skulls;  but  the  bloody  Tartar 
w'.jfi  emiiires  ami  wealth,  'vhereas  Adoniram  has  won  nothing  but  indigestion, 
Hi'Z  t-mves  am!  a .-ore  ihroat.  vVilhout  knowing  what  was  to  be  ills  melan- 
< ho!y  fate,  lie  teas  setting  the  districts  to  rights  and  devourins’  the  i'oemies  ot 
the  man  who  has  squatted  on  his  domain,  and  robbed  him  of  his  anticipated 
congressional  laurels.  It  turns  out  that  poor  Adoniram  was  merely  a hard- 
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working,  energetic  laborer  for  a gentleman  who,  although  not  twelve  month" 
a resident  of  the  district,  has  managed  to  triumph  over  the  leaders  of  the 
old  Whig  party. 

What  melancholy  evidence  does  this  nomination  afford  of  the  decay  of 
Whig  greatness  in  the  metropolitan  district.  Here,  where  for  twenty-tivr 
years  the  city  orators  and  lawyers  have  looked  down  and  sneered  contempt- 
uously at  their  provincial  brethren,  we  liave  an  ordinary  country  gentleman, 
with  none  of  Uie  graces  of  metropolitan  oratory,  ])lain  and  prosy  as  tin- 
heaviest  of  county  court  lawyers,  respectable,  honorable,  and  decent,  biU 
nothing  more,  squatting  in  the  midst  of  ail  the  Whig  ligfits  of  the  bench,  the 
bar  and  the  hustings,  and  bearing  orT  the  palm,  when  there  was  not  one  of 
®the  late  prominent  ^Vhigs  of  the  district  who  would  not  have  given  his  eyes 
for  the  nomination. 

Mr.  Scott,  from  what  we  have  seen  and  heard  of  his  history  and  antece- 
dents, is  a gentlemaniy,  educated,  middle-aged  man,  of  some  forty-five  or 
fifty  years  of  age,  who  served  a term  or  two  in  the  Legislature  very  nmny 
years  ago,  and  again  represented  Powhatan  in  the  House  of  Delegates  within 
the  recollection  of  ourselves.  His  private  virtues  iiave  secured  him  many 
devoted  personal  friends,  and  to  these  unobtrusive  virtues  he  is  doubtless 
indebted  for  his  norninatiops.  Through  life  we  learn  that  he  has  been  tlie 
victim  of  a very  entertaining  delusion,  to  the  effect  that  nature  designed  him 
for  a public  speaker,  when  she  intended  nothing  of  the  sort.  His  life  ha'-- 
been  a prolonged  struggle  and  dispute  with  nature  upon  this  subject,  but  like 
Mrs.  Partington  in  her  celebrated  contest  for  supremacy  with  the  Atlantic, 
ocean,  nature  has  thus  far  held  her  own,  and  Mr.  Scott,  although  well  inform- 
ed and  thoroughly  po.sted,  speaks  in  a very  spavined  and  deplorably  dull 
manner.  Adoniram  is  equal  to  a dozen  of  him  on  the  stump,  and  Botts  to 
fifty  thousand  of  him  anywiiere  but  in  the  caucus  of  the  culvert. 

A forgotten  circumstance  in  the  history  of  IMr.  Scott,  as  related  to  us  by  a 
friend,  furnishes  a clue  by  which  his  nomination  can  be  explained  and  cleared 
up.  It  was  to  cru.'h  poor  Bolts  to  the  ^ ery  earth,  to  add  insult  to  injury,  to 
add  that  last  straw  under  which  the  back-bone  even  of  the  camel  snaps,  that 
i\Ir.  Scott  was  nominated,  if  the  foIloAving  statement  be  correct — if  it  is  not, 
we  shall  correct  it  in  our  next  issue.  It  has  been  stated  to  us  by  a gentie- 
man  of  this  city:  ‘‘That  IMr.  IVm.  C.  Scott  was,  in  1814,  a red'  hot  ultra 
Tylerite,  and  was  a member  of  that  funny  little  convention  which  nominated 
John  Tyler  for  re-election  in  opposition  to  Henry  Clay  and  James  K.  Polk.” 
Was  orwas  he  not  a member  of  that  convention  ^ Did  he  or  did  he  not 
occupy,  in  1844,  for  a time,  a po.>ition  of  antagonism  to  Botts  and  all  the 
leaders  of  the  "Whig  party  of  this  district  in  his  devotion  to  the  fortunes  of 
Jolm  Tyler } 

The  information  which  we  have  received  comes  in  such  a form  and  from 
such  a source  that  we  feel  c^aisirained  to  propound  these  questions  : If,  wi)en 
Botts  and  the  old  guard,  in  tlic  prime  djmI  vigor  of  the  Immortal’s  best  days, 
were  thus  bearded  by  the  squatter  from  Powhatan,  and  the  latter  was  then  a 
Tylerite,  and  committed  the  deadly  and  unpardonable  sin  for  which  Mr.  Wise 
has  been  so  often  and  unmercituliy  denounced,  what  will  the  Botts  men  dor 
How  will  they  brook  this  most  humiliating  of  all  the  in.sults  yet  thrown  in 
the  face  of  Botts  To  forget  the  transcendent  talent  of  Botts,  to  fall  to 
reward  the  gluttony  of  Crane,  to  pass  by  the  splendid  claims  of  Perrin,  Gil- 
mer, Grifiin,  Coleman,  Rhode.s,  w'ere  detestable  crime.s, — but  for  the  Know- 
iXothings  to  import  a Tylerite  trorn  Powhatan,  and  make  an  idol  of  the  maa. 
was  a more  hicleou.s  inujuiiy  th.aa  huanticide  or  parricide. 

Gentlemen  of  the  old  guard,  indomitable  survivors  of  the  grand  Clay  army, 
behold  your  leader — a stranger  and  a Tylerite!  Oh,  Botts  ! venerable  and 
remarkable  old  man,  has  ii  come  to  this,  that  one  of  the  humblest  of  the  fol- 
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lowers  of  your  old  foe  should  be  placed  over  your  head?  How  Iiavo  Hie 
Mil;!itv  fallen  ! ^Vho  expected  to  live  long  enough  to  see  Botts  doing  hom- 
age t;-»  a 'fi/Ienie,”  and  xVdonirum  Crane  in  a state  of  insurrection  and 
rebellion?  Where  can  Botts  fly? — what  is  to  become  of  him?  Know- 
Nothinglsrn  throws  a Tyierile  at  his  head—Adoniram  swears  that  theAV'hig 
party  has  died  of  corruption,  and  the  old  guard  tly  before  the  undisciplined 
inliitla  of  the  counties.  Oh  Bicliard,  oh  my  prince,  they  are  all  deserting 
thee  ! jlelieve  not  their  false  promises  of  election  to  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  same  promises,  flattering,  but  false,  have  been  made  to 
every  gruinbiing  old  Whig  in  the  state. 

At  the  command  of  Gen.  Tyler  Scott,  late  of  Powhatan,  3/ou  must  fall  into 
the  ranks,  or  have  your  sturdy  head  chopped  ofT.  You  are  now  the  lieutenant 
of  a Tylerite — a sepoy  of  the  household  of  the  usurper,  vrho,slts  upon  your 
old  throne  and  cracks  tlie  whip  over  your  venerable  head,  and  will  touch  you 
on  the  raw  if  you  do  not  pull  steady  in  the  traces.  If,  venerable,  neglected, 
and  badly  treated  friend,  you  need  just  at  this  time  a safety  valve  for  the 
escape  of  any  superfluous  wrath  which  may  have  collected  since  last  Satur- 
day night,  w^e  conjure  you  to  loallop  Adoniram.  Spring  upon  him  with  th.e 
yeli  and  erect,  vibrating  tail  of  a wounded  and  enraged  lion,  insert  your 
teeth  in  the  nape  of  his  neck,  and  shake  him  either  into  subjection  or  to  a 
jolly.  The  experiment  would  be  a safe  one,  for  Adoniram,  like  yourself,  oh 
Botts!  seems  to  have  no  friends.  At  him,  old  Bengal!  Give  it  to  him, 
antique  Lybian ! 


I'he  attempt  01  the  Know-Nothing  part}'  to  array  the  prejudices  of  the 
Protestant  clergyman  of  this  state  against  the  Democratic  party,  were  inces- 
sant, but  in  most  instances  unavailing.  The  press  of  the  new  organization 
in  vain  attempted  to  arouse  the  prejudices  of  the  various  Protestant  churches 
against  the  doctrines  of  -religious  toleration  and  religious  liberty. 

Some  of  the  strongest  arguments  against  the  peculiar  opinions  of  the 
Know-Nothings,  were  embodied  in  the  communications  which  appeared  in 
tiie  Examiner  and  the  Enquirer,  from  the  pen  of  eminent  clergymen.  "IVe 
select  the  .following  from  a number  which  were  published  during  the 
canvass : 

Patriotic  Sextimexts  of  ax  Emixext  Clergyman  ix'  Virginia. — As  a 
clo'rgyrnaa  of  an  inveterateiy  Protestant  denomination  of  Christians,  I have 
been  politely  requested  by  a distant  friend,  who  belongs  to  the  same  church, 
to  give  him,  through  the  columns  of  your  paper,  my  views  of  the  new  half 
religious  and  halt  political  chain  of  secret  clubs,  called  E" now-Notiiings.  1 
sfiould  have  very  little  objection  to  complying  with  this  request,  reasonablv 
made,  at  any  time  ; but  feel  the  less  disposed  to  decline,  when  requested  by 
one  of  tho<e  whose  oilicial  teacher  I am  by  tlie  constitution  of  a churcli 
wliich  we  have  both  voluntarily  joined. 

The  church  with  which  we  are  both  connected  is  as  thoroughly  Protestant 
as  any  on  earth.  It  has  as  little  of  persecution  upon  its  historical  escutcheon 
as  any  other  church  - which  is  so  old.  I fear,  however,  that  it  has  sr>me 
spots  of  this  kind.  i blush  more  when  those  s])ots  of  persecution 
come  before  my  mind  than  for  anything  else  of  the  past.  If  one. 
tervent  prayer  ascends  from  my  heart  to  the  Bather  of  Mercies,  con- 
eerning  the  social  sh.ape  of  religion  in  our  country,  it  is  that  it  may 
never  dip  its  hand  in  blood,  that  it  may  never  become  a suppliant  to  the 
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populace  in  the  politirol  dub,  and  that  it  may  never  permit  itself  to  be  up- 
held by  those  arirnmcnts  of  tyrants  or  imbeciles:  civil  disabilities  i',;- 
opinion’s  sake.  Such  a resort  is  indeed  capable  of  no  other  construction 
than  as  a confession  of  weakness.  When  recently  the  Spanish  Cortes  had 
up  the  subject  of  religious  libertyn'n  Spain,  and  after  ttm  discussion,  delibe- 
rately resolved  not  to  grant  it,  what  Protestant  puts  any  other  construction 
upon  it  than  that  they  declined  to  grant  religious  liberty,  for  fear  the  people 
would  becoine  Protestant?  If  they  thought  trutli  would  uphold  Roman  Ca- 
.tholioism,  th.ey  would  not  wish  to  uphold  it  by  civil  pains  and  penaltie-.-.  So 
it  is  with  the  Know-Nothing  movement  in  the  United  States.  It  has  un- 
questionably Gtrown  out  of  a want  of  confidence  in  the  moral  power  of  tru'l! 
to  uphold  Protestantism.  It  has  sprung  np  in  the  northern  cities,  where  the 
principles  of  revealed  religion  have  notoriously  not  m'uch  more  positive 
power  than  they  have  in  Papal  countries.  It  has  grown  up  among  tliose 
who  say  they  will  trample  the  Bible  under  their  feet,  if  it  does  not  support 
the  Maine  Liquor  law — or  if  it  does  not  support  Abolition — or  wdiatever  else 
may  be  the  peculiar  phase  of  thpir  personal  fanaticism.  When  truth  re- 
treated to  a distance  from  their  mental  visions,  and  they  lost  confidence  in 
its  power  to  withstand  Popery,  then  they  invented  the  scheme  of  with- 
standing the  Catholics  by  a ci oil  disability,  a secret  club,  and  a midnig'it 
oath.  The  writer  is  too  much  of  a Protestant  to  be  a Know-Nothing.  He 
has  a confidence  too  entire  and  unshaken  in  the  power  of  the  truth  alone.  He 
does  noi  believe  that  this  night  club,  this  awful  oath,  or  this  infliction  of 
civil  disabifities  on  Catholics,  is  necessary  to  retain  the  power  of  Protestant- 
ism in  this  country.  He  protests  against  the  inference  that  Protestantism 
needs  any  such  assistance.  He  protests  against  the  imputation  of  the  perse- 
cuting spirit  of  Know-Notliings  to  religio'n.  It  has  grown  out  of  the  wane 
of  religion.  It  springs  from  nominal  Piotestants,  who  care,  and  think,  and 
know  nothing  about  the  moral,  and  spiritual,  and  rational  power  of  religion, 
except  that  it  is  a strong  principle.  Their  object  is  probably  not  the  ad- 
vancement of  true  religion ; for  if  it  was  they  would  very  easily  see  that 
persecution  will  do  more  than  any  thing  else  to  build  up  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic church. 

And,  if  such  was  their  object,  they  would  see  that  the  prevalence  of  Pro- 
testantism in  this  country,  through  the  means  of  civil  disabilities,  would  be 
just  as  hollow,  and  just  a«  worthless,  and  just  as  empty  a thing,  as  is  the 
prevalence  of  Catholicism  in  Sjiain  by  civil  disabilities.  You  must  forever 
keep  up  the  prop  of  civil  di'abihty  v-  hen  it  is  once  set  under,  or  else  the 
whole  frame  will  fall.  The  iu-tory  of  the  world  shows,  beyond  a doubt, 
that  there  is  always  a reaction  in  the  reasons  of  men,  against  that  religion 
which  the  strong  arm  oi  pow^r  proposes  to  them..  Cicero  savs  the  state  re- 
ligion of  old  Rome  was  totally  hollow,  and  the  augurs  knew  it.  There  is  a ma- 
jority  of  dissenters  trom  ^he  state  religion  to-dav,  In  England,  and  in  Scot- 
land, and  an  overwhelming  majonty  in  Ireland:  there  is  said  to  be  the  same 
in  Spain  and  Italy,  if  the  hearts  or  men  could  speak  out:  and  there  would 
have  been  in  France,  but  lor  the  existence  there  of  something  like  religious 
freedom. 

The  writer  sends  up  fervent  prayers  to  the  Disposer  of  events,  that  this 
country  may  not  he  left  to  the  judicial  blindness  of  Know-Nothingism,  to 
persecute  the  Cathnlic.s  into  prosperity ; to  confe.ss  the  weakness  of  naked 
truth;  to  depart  from  the  great  American  principle  of  perfect  religious  free- 
dom ; to  come  down  from  o;',r  rngh  and  pure  and  noble  po.-.ition,  and  dauMe 
in  secret  conclaves,  in  ‘«u[!y  t-  ars,  in  v.eak  and  nervous  alarms.  Kno'v- 
Nothingism  has  not,  then,  grown  out  of  religion.  It  did  not  .start  in  the 
Protestant  church.  All  it  had  to  do  wi;h  religion,  was  to  ob'-erve  tlrat  the 
religious  prejudice  of  the  country  was  a strong  lever  with  which  to  work 
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another  purpose.  It  made  use  of  that  lever  as  a tool,  just  as  the  political 
parties  had  made  use  of  military  renown  as  their  lever  before. 

Tiieir  piirp;ose,  probably,  is  to  play  with  the  raw  head  and  bloody  bone 
fears  of  the  Pope,  which  infests  tlie  /Ireams  of  nervous  people,  in  order  to 
cajole  the  country,  and  get  on  their  side  the  religious  prejudice,  and,  in  the 
mean  ti»ne,  to  do' their  real  work  in  secret. 

'The  liberties  of  this  country  may  be  in  danger  from  Popery.  No  man  can 
well  think  too  liardly  of  that  inveteirate  system.  But  does  it  make  a great 
deal  of  difference  to  us,  whether  our  liberties  are  taken  away  by  secret 
.Tesuit  clubs,  or  by  secret  Know-Nothing  clubs?  But  this  quarrel  with 
foreigners  is  a northern  affair  altogether.  We  never  had  much  temptation  to 
it,  here  in  the  Soutfi,  where  the  social  spirit  is  as  much  more  benign  as  the 
climate  is.  After  all,  it  is  not  the  religion  of  the  foreigners  which  is  object- 
ed to.  And  if  it  was,  I believe  that  John  Mitchel's  religion  is  jimt  as  good, 
to  ^11  practical  intents  and  purposes,  ‘as  "U^ard  Beecher’s  religion  ; and  bis 
politics  ten  thousand  times  more  patriotic  than  Ward  Beecher’s.  John  Paul 
Jones  was  a better  American,  to  rny  heart,  though  born  in  Scotland,  than 
“ Hull,  the  traitor,”  though  born  in  Massachusetts.  I think  that  the  Mar- 
quis La  Favette  was  a far  better  American,  though  born  in  Fraiice,  than 
Benedict  A'rnold,  though  born  in  Connecticut.  I give  the  preference  to 
Count  Pulaski,  Baron  Steuben,  and  iighthorse  ” Lee,  though  they  were 
foreigners,  over  Aaron  Burr,  Gen.  Winder,  and  Gen.  Wilkerson,  though  na- 
tive Americans. 

The  people  here  used  to  know  that  religion  and  patriotism  were  not  to  be 
ascertained  by  these  external  circumstances.  The  traitors  who.m  this  coun- 
rry  has  to  fear,  are  not  foreigners.  They  are  men  who  were  born  and  live 
where  Hull  and  Arnold  were  born  and  resided.  Their  treason  is  deep,  de- 
liberate and  meditated  for  a long  time. 

The  clamor  against  foreign  traitors,  from  whom  no  man  can  show  us  a single 
case  where  we  have  suffered  anything  recently,  or  much  ever,  or  been  ever 
in  any  great  danger,  is  all  a make-weight.  That  clamor  is  but  a mere  avail- 
ability. It  is  but  a new  form  of  appeal  to  military  glory.  It  is  the  dust 
with  which  the  eyes  of  the  southern  people  are  to  be  blinded,  while  in  se- 
cret dub  we  shall  be  abolitionized,  as  they  boast  that  we  shall  be.  It  is  a 
peicc  of  cold,  cautious,  yankee  cunning,  by  which  the  northern  people,  at 
one  stroke,  get  us  to  help  them  against  their  rivals  in  labor,  the  im migrant 
foreigners,  and  by  which  they  will  soon  ask  us  for  another  tariK  of  protec- 
tion to  American  industry;  by  wl  ich  they  yoke  us  to  their  car  to  make  us 
fight  their  social  battles;  by  which,  they  gull  and  blind  us  to  their  real  de- 
signs against  our  domestic  peace  and  prosperity  ; and  by  which  they  sport 
with  us  as  their  tools,  and  avail  themselves  of  our  deep  and  positive  religious 
convictions,  in  which  they  have  no  sympathy,  and  which  they  admire  only 
for  llieir  strength  as  political  engines.  INIay  a Higher  Power  delis  er  us  Lorn 
that  deep  blush  with  which  we  shall  be  suiTusod,  if  our  church — boldly, 
deeply,  thorougldy  Pixjtestant  as  she  is — fails  into  the  trap  in  the  slightest 
degree,  and  becomes  the  calspaw  of  northern  treasonable  designs.  And  may 
that  kind  Power  open  speedily  the  eyes  of  the  people,  to  see  in  the  light  of 
e^  ery  public  dcvelopm.ent  yet  made  by  Know-.Nothingism,  what  th^:  real  object 
of  the  movement  is!  And  may  the  sacred  subject  of  the  man’s  religious 
faith  be  once  more  withdrav  n from  the  secret  club-room,  from  the  political  cau- 
cus, and  from  the  popular  I ustings,  into  that  retirement  to  which  it  has  a right, 
under  the  redly,  tiiough  n-  t under  Use  so-called,  American  principle!  i do 
not  know  'whether  I have  fully  responded  to  rny  friend.  If  not,  i hope  to 
hear  from  him  again.  ■ KocKixuiiAjM. 
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AN'  APPEAL  TO  THE  CLERGY; 

Gcnilepien  : It  is  rumored  that  many  of  your  body  have  become  associat^'d 
with  that  political  organization  commonly  called  the  Know-Nothings.  It 
this  is  true,  or  if  you  sympathise  with  thorn,  the  writer  of  this  deeply  regret.-- 
vour  position.  No  one  entertains  a higher  opinion  of  your  integrity  than  he. 
No  one  felt  more  indignant  than  he,  when  a Senator  of  Virginia  assailed  you 
in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  styling  you  “ a proud  and  self-cpinioned  body."' 
This  a.<5sault  was  unstatesmaniike,  as  it  was  undiscriminating  and  uiiju>i. 
What  if  some  of  the  Northern  clergy  signed  an  anti-Nebraska  memorial, 
shall  the  whole  class  be  proscribed  for  the  sins  of  these  fanatics } It  is  not  me: 
that  the  clergy,  a.s  a body,  are  too  proud  and  self-oplnioned  to  listen  to  thc- 
truth.  They  yield  a ready  assent  to  the  voice  of  reason,  but  they  will  not 
abide  dictation.  They  may  be  drawn  by  a straw : they  cannot  be  drive.n 
with  a weaver’s  beam.  And  especially  they  will  not  listen  with  very  greet 
meekness  to  a rebuke  from  those  who,  as  the  representatives  of  the  nation, 
unblushingly  trample  the  laws  of  God  and  man  under  their  feet  by  legislatint: 
on  the  Sabbath,  d’hoy  know  their  rights,  and  knowing  wdll  defend  them. 

But  wuhile  this  is  true  of  you,  gentlemen,  may  there  not  be  occasions  when 
you  might  adopt  an  opit)ion  too  hastily  with  reference  to  the  great  political 
movements  of  the  day.  Such  \vas,  doubtless,  the  case  with  some  who 
signed  that  odious  anti-Nebraska  merriorial.  ‘ They  signed  it  without  consid- 
ering its  im.port,  and  afterwards  regretted  their  course.  So  may  it  be  with 
you.  You  may  have  adopted  an  opinion  with  reference  to  the  principles  of 
the  self-styled  American  party,  'which  is  erroneous.  The  writer  of  this  ad- 
dress, therefore,  respectfully  asks  you  to  listen  to  what  he  has  to  say  in  op- 
position to  the  principles  of  this  new  p-arty.  The  leading  points  of  difference 
between  this  organizahon  and  those  parties  which  have  hitherto  contro’led 
the  interests  of  the  country,  are — First,  opposition  to  Komaii  Catholics.  .«o 
far  a.s  to  prevent  any  profes.dng  that  faith  from  holding  any  political  office  in 
the  gift  of  the  people.  Secondly,  excluding  every  man  from  participating  in 
the  administration  of  the  government  of  the  country,  who  was  not  born  on 
American  soil. 

With  reference  to  tiie  first,  that  of  excluding  Bomanists/rorn  participating 
in  the  administration  ot  our  government,  the  writer  would  here  avow,  that 
-there  breathes  not  that  man  on  earth  more  invincible  than  he.  in  his  hostilitv 
both  to  Romish  doctrines  and  Romish  practices.  He  believes  that  Romard-r.-; 
are  plunged  into  the  deejicst  and  most  ruinous  eiTors ; but  he  does  not  b'’- 
iieve  that  men  are  to  be  won  from  error  by  political  proscription.  Satan 
argued  on  more  phdo.sophical  principles,  when,  he  told  God  that  if  he  wowM 
put  forth  his  hand  and  arllict  his  servant,  that  Job  would  curse  him  to 
facf.  The  mistake  of  Satan  lay  in  the  application  of  the  princiide  to  il'm 
peculiar  case  of  the  man  of  1/z.  and  not  the  statement  of  the  princiole  itseU' 
The  man  of  Uz  saw  the  loving  hand  of  a fither  in  his  .sorrows,  but  unfor’c- 
nately  the  rod  which  is  laid  on  the  Romanist,  is  not  wielded  by  paternA 
hands,  :? 

This  subject  has  its  political  as  Vv'ell  as  its  religious  aspect-  .So  far  a- 
its  political  aspect  is  concerned,  this  may  be  said  that  the  Constitution  (■:' 
our  country  guarantee  s to  every  man  .in’the  land  the  right  to  profes.«  an-: 
propagate  bis  creed,  ] mvided  only  that  he  is  a law’-r.bidin j-  citizen.  'Hii^  • 
as  it  shouUi  be.  li'iat  the  great  charter  ot  our  liberty  n-'-ver  conten  pl.:n  >i 
any  religious  test  to  constitute  a man  a suitable  person  to  hold  an  offiice  under 
its  purview.  It  is  vain  to  say  that  you  only  e.xerci.^:8  your  rights  as  freemvu 
to  cast  your  votes  for  whom  you  please.  In  pledging  yourselves  to  exclude 
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;t!i  persons  from  political  offices  who  hold  the  Romish  faith,  you  do  virtually 
r»-(mire  a relio^ious  test.  You  require  at  least  that  your  candidate  shall  he  "a 
rrolestarit.  The  question  is  not,  if  two  persons  are  equally  qua'lihed  to  till  an 
olhce,  the  one  a Romanist,  the  other  a Protestant,  which  of  the  two  you  shall 
rhcvaser  but  your  ])iinciples  force  you  to  clioose  a man  wholly  unfit  to  fill  the 
place  in  o[)position  to  a man  qualified  in  every  respect  to  fill  it,  save  that  he 
IS  a Romanist.  You  would  proscribe  a Taney,  or  a Gaston,  for  his  faith,  and 
!U  Ids  place  elect  a man  in  no  respect  qualified  to  discharp;e  the  duties  of  the 
otlice.  Now  if  this  is  not  proscribing  a man  for  his  religious  opinions,  the 
’vriter  is  at  a loss  to  know  what  it  is.  Leave  this  whole  matter  where  the 
Gonstitution  of  the  country  leaves  it.  Judge  each  man  by  himself,  and  de- 
cide upon  his  own  -individuaL  merits,  but  do  not  proscribe  him  for  his  faith. 
You  cannot  coerce  a man  to  your  opinion.  He  may  adopt  your  shibboleth 
lor  the  sake  of  gain,  but  you  have  only  made  a hypocrite,  instead  of  a prose- 
lyte. If  a maiTs  religious  opinions  warp  Ids  judgment  or  blind  his  reason,  so 
That  in  the  face  of  truth,  and  at  the  expense  of  justice,  he  would  favor  his 
co-religionist,  then  hurl  him  with  indignation  from  his  seat  as  a perjured 
wretch,  who  has  desecrated  the  ermine.  Hut  if  he  be  faithful  to  his  trust, 
and  decide  by  law  and  equity,  between  man  and  man,  then  do  not  put  him 
under  the  political  ban  because  he  ditlers  with  you  in  his  religious  views. 
Truth  will  be  promoted  by  this  course. 

Again,  look  at  this  subject  in  its  religious  aspect.  What  is  the  language 
of  your  great  commission  “ Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature.”  You  believe  the  Romanist  in  error,  and  so  he  is. 
But  how  will  you  reclaim  him  How  can  you  get  his  ear  to  pour  into  it 
the  life-gdving  truths  of  the  gospel,  while  you  proscribe  him  pohticallv  ? Do 
you  not  understand  human  nature  well  enougli  to  know  that  a man  shuts  up, 
and  locks,  and  bars,  and  bolts  his  heart  against  the  truth,  the  moment  you 
assume  towards  him  a hostile  attitude.^  Treat  him  with  kindne.'S,  and  vou 
will  have  won  his  ear  by  first  winning  his  heart.  No  compromise  of  truth 
is  demanded.  But  bear  in  mind  that  the  gospel  is  a message  of  love,  and 
its  ministers  should  be  “ wise  as  serpents  and  harmless  as  doves.”  Besides, 
what  more  do  you  want?  Are  you  not  free  as  the  air  you  breathe.’  Have 
you  not  the  best  arena  in  the  world  on  which  to  meet  and  grapple  with  er- 
ror ? How  is  error  to  be  put  down  Is  it  not  by  presenting  truth,  its  great 

and  omnipotent  antagonist,  in  such  a way'  as  to  commend  itself  to  the  con- 
science of  man  r Are  you  afraid  that  truth  will  not  reach  the  Romanist  ? 
Then  surely  you  adopt  a singular  method  by  which  to  reach  1dm.  Did 
Paul  act  so  at  Athens  ? Did  the  vSori  of  God  act  so  in  Judea?  “ Awav 
With  coward  wiles  !”  The  truth  is  great,  and  will  prevail.  Enlighten  th*e 
people.  NIeet  error  in  the  public  assembly,  meet  it  in  the  pulpit,  meet  it  in 
the  public  conveyance,  meet  it  by  the  hresidc,  and  leave  the  results  to  God. 
If  any  people  on  earth  have  high  vantage  ground  on  which  to  stand  and  bat- 
■le  for  the  truth,  we  are  that  people.  We  have  an  unshackled  press  ; we 
liave  a people  wdio  throng  the  hustings;  we  have  a people  ready  to  listen 
to  any  who  can  instruct  them.  It  does  not  agree  with  the  genius  of  our 
government  to  meet  open  error  by  secret  political  conclaves.  IVhat  is  the 
chief  glory  of  our  nation  ? It  is  that  every  subject  is  openly  and  freely 
canvas^ed.  When  error  mounts  the  car  to  traverse  the  length  and  breadth 
ot^  the  land,  you  can  send  truth  with  liglitning  speed  along  the  telegraphic 
wires  to  anticipate  it,  or  prove  its  ctfectual  antidote. 

Besides,  your  course  has  not  only  an  unhappy  effiect  on  the  Romanist 
hirnseit  by  steeling  his  heart  xigainst  you.  but  you  are  U'waking  a sympathy 
in  his  behalf  in  the  bosom  of  myriads  who  are  outside  of  t.he  Komanish 
communion.  The  writer  of  this  has  had  occasion  to  notice  the  ei'rect  of  \'our 
principles  on  others.  You  not  only,  as  the  great  and  magnaiumous  Chal- 
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niers  says,  “transform  a nation  of  heretics  into  a nation  of  lieroes,”  hut 
YOU  engender  sympathy  for  them  amonj?  neutrals — you  make  men  read 
with  avidity  such  sjjeeclies  as  Ciianclier's  and  swallow  as  truth  everyUimy 
W'hich  is  said  in  defence  of  Hornanism.  Such  is  human  nature.  You  are 
thus  pUiyiuL^  directly  into  the  hands  of  your  foes.  The  Romanists  waiit  to 
be  persecuted.  They  will  fatten  on  it.  They  wdil  appeal  to  it  as  a proof 
of  aj)ostoiiclty.  They  will  .draw  round  them  thousands  by  the  bonds  of 
sympathy  whom  they  will  yoke  to  their  car,  and  by  whose  aid  they  wilt 
spread  their  sentiments  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  land. 

Still  more,  the  moment  you  league  the  cause  of  religion  wdth  any  politi- 
cal p<wty,  you  diminish  the  power  of  the  truth.  When  religion  became 
connected  with  the  state,  in  the  days  of  Constantine,  it  became  corrupt.  It 
was  not  the  church  w’hich  made  advances  to  the  state,  dt  was  the  state  to 
the  church.  The  monarch  of  Christendom  thought  that  he  could  have  a 
powerful  engine  to  carry  out  his  designs  in  the  religious  prejudices  of  his 
subjects.  He  accordingly  courted  the  alliance.  The  consequence  was,  that 
an  ecclesiastico-political  government  was  formed,  and  true  religion  was 
obliged  to  llee  for  safety  to  dens  and  caves  of  the  earth.  It  has  been  so  in 
all  ages.  Whenever  the  church  of  God  has  abandoned  her  own  divinely 
appointed  agencies  and  formed  unholy  alliances  with  ReliaL:  she  has  lost  the 
prestige  of  her  glorious  name,  and  the  shekinali  of  the  divine  presence  de- 
parted from  her.  Gentlemen,  beware  how  you  allow*  a conglomerate  of  all 
creeds  and  isms,  socialists,  infidels,  and  political  demagogues  to  lure  you 
into  their  tolis.  Pure  are  you  in  your  motives,  but  wofully  are  you  in  error 
if  you  think  this  the  best  means  to  serve  your  country,  or  spread  the  reli- 
gion of  Jesus  Christ.  Adhere  closely  to  the  instructions  of  the  Divine  Au- 
thor of  your  faith.  Preach  the  gospel.  “The  W’eapons  of  your  warfare 
are  not  carnal,”  nor  political.  “ W'hat  concord  hath  Christ  with  Belial,  or 
what  part  hath  he  that  believeth  with  an  infidel?” 

Finally,  consider  the  vast  assimilative  powers  of  your  country.  It  is  em- 
phatically Protestant  in  its  complexion,  though  tolerating  every  creed  under 
its  banner.  Thousands  of  foreigners  seek  our  shores.  In  a few  years  these 
become  completely  assindlated  to  our  government  and  prevailing  religious 
views.  In  a few  years,  multitudes  who  were  reared  under  Romish  influen- 
ces abroad,  become  Protestants.  Five  hundred  Roman  Catholic  children 
in  one  of  our  western  cities,  lately  niard;ed  in  the  Free  School  procession, 
each  witn  a Bible  under  his  arm;  thus  under  the  silent  o])eratIon  of  educa- 
tional, social,  and  religious  influences,  ten  Romanists  annually  become  Pro- 
testants to  one  Protestant  who  becomes  a Romanist.  Let  these  influences 
alone.  vVhy  interpose,  by  d.-^awing  unnecessary  and  invidious  distinctions, 
which,  instead  of  attaching  the  Romanists  to  you.  will  only  irritate  him,  and 
repel  him  from  you.  You  know  that  his  superstition  is  “ to  be  destroved 
by  the  spirit  of  Christ’s  mouth,  am!  consumed  by  the  brightness  of  his  com- 
ing.” Labor  to  hasten  this  great  event  by  the  spiead  of  the  gospel,  but  do 
not  compromise  the  dignity  of  the  truth  by  entangling  alliances  with  men. 
who  with  anew-born  zeal  for  Protestantism,  are  yet  adopting  principles  ana 
practices  essentially  Jesuitical. 

But  the  writer  must  reserve  for  another  number  his  views  on  the  Know- 
Nothing  policy  touching  foreigners.  In  the  meanwhile,  gentlemen,  he  hopes 
you  will  review  your  position  on  this  whole  subject,  and  no  longer  aliew 
men  to  mix  religious  issues  with  political  questions.  Be  assured  they  de 
not  have  at  heart  the  welfare  of  religion.  They  are  onlv  u^ing  it  as  an'el:- 
inent  to  promote  their  own  ends,  and  when  it  ceases  to 'advance  these,  they 
will  leave  it  to  its  fate.  Re.'^pectfully, 
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DR.  R.  J.  BRECKENRTDGE POLITICIAN. 

.Mr.  Editor: — A letter  purporting  to  be  written  by  the  great  and  justly 
di.'^tirlguis^le(i  Dr.  l\o.  J.  Breckenridge,  has  been  copied  from  the  Kentucky 
press  into  the  papers  of  Virginia,  just  on  the  eve  of  the  election,  and  for  the 
})urpose  of  alfecting  it.  ' This  policy  is  certainly  a shrewd  one.  A’o  name  in 
America  carries  such  weight  with  it  in  large  sections  of  the  southern  com- 
munity as  the  name  of  this  unquestionably  great  and  brilliant  man.  For 
years  the  ablest  and  fiercest  champion  of  Protestant  Christianity  in  this  coun- 
try, distinguished  tor  controversial  talent,  high  in  social  position,  reputation, 
and  purity  . of  character,  and  speaking  from  the  leading  chair  in  a large  Pro- 
testant school  of  theology,  his  endorsation  of  the  political  mov'emeiit  desig- 
nated by  the  name  Know-Nothiiigism,  is  calculated  to  do  intinite  mischief  to 
the  cause  of  truth,  by  throwing  an  air  of  respectability  even  upon  those  pe- 
culiarities which  some  of  its  own  advocates  deprecate  as  foreign  to  the  spirit 
of  our  government,  and  especially  by  creating  the  impression  that  this  move- 
ment against  the  Catholic  churcli  -i.s  endorsed  by  the  Protestant  ministry  at 
lai'ge.  It  is  to  do  what  in  us  lies,  to  counteract  these  impressions,  and  as  a 
Protestant  minister,  who  by  no  means  stands  alone  in  opposition  to  a political 
movement  for  the  suppression  or  restraint  of  Popery,  to  protest,  in  the  name 
of  tlie  great  doctrines  of  religious  liberty,  against  all  such  constructions  of 
the  views  of  the  Protestant  clergy.  No  doubt  there  are  thousands  of  those 
who  do  sympatliize  with  this  movement ; but  it  is  equally  true  that  there  are 
fully  as  many,  j-terhaps  more,  who  dread  to  lose  an  end  proper  in  itself  pur- 
sued by  improper  means,  and  v/hodare  not  desire  the  ostracism  of  the  Papacy 
itself  at  the  expense  of  those  great  principles’  of  religious ^-dlberty  wliich 
lie  at  the  foundation  of  ail  the  prosperity  enjo}'ed  by  every  ecclesiastical 
organization  in  the  land.  We  do  not  mean  to  follow  Dr.  Breckenridge  through 
his  remarks  in  the  way  of  reply.  Indeed  his  letter  is  nothing  but  a series  of 
terse  and  animated  statements,  giving  the  views  which  he  lias  taken  of  the 
jn-e.sent  crisis  in  political  affairs,  and  not  the  reasons  upon  which  they  arc 
founded.  But  we  except  to  the  whole  spirit  of  this  article,  as  wed  a.s  to  the 
movement  it  endorses ; but  particularly  to  the  apology  which  he  makes  for 
that  feature  in  the  organization  for  which  no  apology  can  ever  be  made,  for 
which  no  atonement  can  ever  be  rendered  but  a peremptory  and  final  aban- 
donment of  the  whole  of  it. 

We  cannot  endorse  Dr.  Breckenridge’s  sanction  of  a political  movement  to 
stay  t.he  progress  and.  power  of  the  Catholic  church.  It  contains  a confes- 
sion of  weakness  in  the  moral  machiaeiw  of  the  Protestant  churches,  an  in- 
ability to  meet  all  the  influences  of  the  great  apostacy  or  the  institutions  of 
this  nation,  which  we  feel  intensely  to  be  a misrepresentation  of  the  facts. 
There  is  a power  in  the  Protestant  church  alone,  unaided  by  a political  move, 
which  needs  only  to  be.  fully  and  wisely  expended,  to  demonsirate  the  entire 
want  of  any  necessity  to  supplement  her  weakness  by  a political  crusade. 
The  simple  and  sLUlicient  condition  of  the  preservation  of  the  republic  from 
the  arts  of  Romanism,  is  the  extension  of  the  Prote  dant  church,  the  full  sup- 
))ort  of  the  great  Domestic  kIis.'<ion  enterprises  of  the  various  Protestant 
denominations,  if  Protestantism  cannot  maintain  itself  in  a fair  field  against 
Popery,  it  ought  to  perisfi.  But  there  is  no  need  for  any  such  catastrophe  : 
it  docs  possc.ss  tl:at  capacity;  and  it  is  a practical  acknowledgment  ot  Pro- 
testant weakness,  winch  is  as  u-ijust  to  the  Protestant  church  as  it  is  pro- 
scriptive to  tiie  Catholic,  to  repre.sent  the  destruction  of  the  pollticar  iranchises 
ot  the  Catholic  citizen  as  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Protestant  reli- 
gion, or  to  the  conservation  of  any  of  the  great  social  or  political  interests 
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which  are  dependent  upon  it.  Such  a dependence  w'e  do  believe  to  exLst  be- 
tween the  Protestant  religion  and  the  institutions  of  this  country  : they  were 
established  together  on  this  continent,  and  they  will  stand  or  fall  together. 
But  so  long  as  the  Protestant  religion  is  a living  and  vital  element  in  forming 
the  character  and  controling  the  action  of  the  masses  of  American  citizeiis 
as  it  is  at  present,  so  long  will  the  institiitions  of  this  nation,  the  nationality, 
the  Federal  Union  and  the  Protestant  civilization,  of  which  Dr.  Breckenridee 
speaks,  be  safe  under  the  moral  and  spiritual  power  of  the  Protestant 
churches,  unaided  by  any  political  disabUities  inflicted  upon  the  individual 
Catholic  citizen.  . _ 

We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  no  political  action  is  never  to  be  taken  against 
the  Catholic  church  or  against  any  Protestant  church.  But  we  do  mean  to 
say  that  such  political  action  against  any  ecclesiastical  organization  ought  to 
be  local  and  temporary,  and  above  all  things  discriminated  by  the  practical 
action  of  the  organization,  and  not  by  its  principles  when  held  in  theory. 
We  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  if  the  Catholic  church  is  coming  into  the  political 
field  as  such,  its  members  votino:  on  a principle  discriminated  by  their  eccle- 
siastical relations,  then  it  ought  to  be  met  on  political  grounds  and  resisted 
with  political  weapons.  Wc  would  say  this  for  the  same  reasons  and  with 
equal  emphasis  of  any  Protestant  church.  We  would  say  it  of  a Plasonic 
order  which , should  engraft  a.  political  character  on  its  i\fasonic  capacity. 
May,  more,  it  is  unquestionably  true  that  the  Catholic  church  does  lay  claim 
to  temnoral  power,  holds  the  state  as  auxiliary  to  the  church,  and  under  pre- 
tence of  deciding  his  duty,  announces  the  right  to  control  the  whole  action  of 
man,  which  is  susceptible  of  a moral  character.  There  is  this  much  of  the 
tridh  in  the  theory  of  Know-Nothingism,  but  it  does  not  answer  the  })urpose 
of  that  partv.  With  tire  fatabty  vrhich  seems  to  attend  all  its  reasonings 
from  its  premises,  th.e  modern  reform  fails  to  see  the  tr'ie  logical  result  of  its 
premise.  The  principle  which  we  have  enunciated  as  controling  political 
opposition  to  all  ecciesiastical  bodies,  Catholic  or  Protestant,  makes  all  such 
opposition  local,  temporary,  dotined  by  the  previous  action  of  the  church 
itself,  not  by  its  theoretical  principles,  controlled  absolutely  by  that  action, 
stopping  when  it  stops,  progressing  when  it  progresses,  and  ceasing  forever 
when  it  ceases.  To  o-<traci«e  a Catholic  for  theory  not  embodied  in  practice, 
no  matter  how  objectionable  that  theory  may  be  both  on  political  and  religi- 
ous grounds,  is  to  punish  crime  in  embryo  ; it  is  to  assume  the  office  of  deity 
and  judge  criminalities  of  the  soul  before  they  are  embodied  in  action  or 
subject  to  the  cognizance  of  human  tribunals.  All  interference  with  princi- 
ples of  such  magnitude  as  the  liberty  of  conscience  and  religious  worship, 
ought  to  be  rlizidiy  anjusterl  to  the  sti-ictest  limits  of  the  practical  exigency 
-that  demands  it.  If  the  Catholic  church  has  been  tampering  with  politics  in 
any  other  state,  let  it  be  met  there  ; hut  it  would  be  wrong-  to  surfer  the 
demand  for  such  opposition  to  extend  beyond  the  exig-ency  which  demands 
it,  and  to  call  for  lire  os'raci'iTi  ot  the  church  in  Virginia,  unless  it  can  al-o 
be  shown  to  have  been  tampering  with  politics  here.  Until  this  is  proved,  a 
political  disfranchisement  ot  her  members  to  any  extent  is  a violation  of  the 
law  of  religious  liberty,  and  a high  nusdemeanor.  There  is  no  demand 
whatever  for  a great  nationrd  movement  against  the  Catholic  church.  There 
may  have  been  cause  for  local  and  temporary  displays  of  political  opposilian 
to  it,  but  certainly  none  for  an  opposition  cn-extensi ve  with  tlie  republic.  It 
is  in  the  main  a corrupt  movement  of  unprincipled  politicians  to  excite  tlie 
Protestant  feeling  of  the  country  aini  ride  into  power  upon  the  tide. 

The  remark  thus  made,  that  the  inference  of  Know-Xothlngism  in  relaticn 
to  the  political  opposilirtri  to  the  Catholic  church,  was  a logical  blunder  from 
its  own  premises,  which  only  warranted  a local  and  limited  opposition,  not  a 
permanent  and  universal  ostracism  of  individual  Catholics,  is  equally  true  in 


> « 


o)  dVSjTsd  ofj  57^  < d*)0^  flOf|U  Jfl^bofKJ^b  <MB  riojrfw 

^<^4‘  : ^)niW»  »idl  1o  toobwlMKfli  iwJ>  UiM  iiialMloi*!  91I1  nodwl 


iffW  V,nrb  Urft,  »tfH  bsrfciWei^^ 


CZ^'«i’Tow#f»  ?k-  •*  !*** ? '“?  i. 

«w*ii:7-ni3h9mA  1b  esiyeio  ojft  UvWf^  3ttJ  ^^nlfoiJnoft  bfle  toJsemb 


*t)il*»'ilf»  »bJ  >f!oiUn  sidl  -!'?)  U>'w  gnol  o»  »»  «i  Ji  ** 


Mh;iii'.Vib4ia  .iQ  tioidf/  Tb  iJ0iies#rii  infll.^  »dJ  bw  nbinU  lffiebs^  »dJ 
2i^e)«^toi'?  nift^  V)  iswn<(  IwJWr-  Im<w  ■,»(!)  isfctio  blM  yf 


4cubiT>:ibiii  sdi /loqw  fu3iJ#Ioqi'{nip  vd  bsbttfnu 


1 


*>■ 


'•v. 


iKniaic  n-M  sd  ot  W9tt  If ofl  Jfcrfl  X««  ®*  nesm  ♦(»  ol>  »Vf  j, 

Dt  M»rfob  8W  >«a  .danvilb  4AiJ*«b^  J*'""’;!*  W ^«d9  aibHbp  ait 


at  m»!5>  on  8W  i«a  .awtra  v*-  ^„. 

ol  >dswo  xiciJnWAiiaio  Tnf  amb*  toiftioq  doM  )*nt  Y*« 

Icvltiinn  nrif  tb  ‘H^isSimWabaj'Tl.lj'W  )4«^? /b.b>n«  bns  leaol  a/  _ 

.Twfail  oi  W«rt  oarf*r  *5<t’  l.ni  notlniBajK.  adl  T*  noitoa 

kaiWoq  •«l),«lni  1<  a*' ' 

}...)ti»ai  ItffB'  ^nnois  toiWlbil  bWR  »tf  W Idguo  li  nWJ  ;,«hoi»W8i  Itaaiiuu  ■- 

dliw  bus  »«otC9-i  awb*#  a*  ;irv}  hnW -HfP  bfuow  »Vr  ^rtWiBawbaibloq  rfjtw  .. 

8iowsI4  B to  Ji  VB«|  l4«o:»ifb^»9'afbi)rt-d ' >/ibJ«J<yi‘r  ^ai_to  «««i  >iw».Jbbp»,,  .. 
.-fiiatTW  t<(oo«t«  «>r  !#(>.  l8to<fM(»»  feaiiifoq  ‘«  «i»giP  btuodt  , daidv  «b^  .'■  * 
Ajiat»  Jut  »90i.  «,nf^;£Wn/wrj»8Bpit«  w ti  ,8t8ni  , 

To  noiJos.  alodw  *(tt  lo'flt&pj  ad)  nom,/,nnt  ,Xf‘f^>'<  ptihijf>h\9smt 


d«»d8  sis  b .„  * 

noibii  m -w!  v,feul<.3aB,;fot^  Jait  ,Wf»« 


TJVUt'-t 

'di 

W rtojiOft  ai 


IWl>lc0<Jf(O 

41  4bUdiKf»1 
-III) 

.«hU  <»d)  iloqj/ 

m,r;\  -.4«ro«  towit » WV  »rf»  •»  »dJ  «J 

alc  a ,iid;.,i4S^  b»l!««  bfts  !*^il  b >»»<»1W*  vtao'd^^Ww  ^sa.matq  bw®  tb 
f,.  ami  fltoaps  li  .wiloitJsD  kobutbci  la  m*b*i)«ii  UfeiavjBB  bus  Jo9n«mi9<|  ^ 


'%  ''■ 


I’  ffl  '.l'!  ' 


275 


rt-lation  to  tlie  other  j^reat  issue  it  has  raised  as  to  the  forei[^n  population, 
nn  all  its  po'^itions  it  is  logically  required  to  go  a (Treat  deal  farther  tha?i  it 
<i:ires  attempt,  in  one  case  tiie  premise  is,  the  Catholic  church  is  incompati- 
ble with  the  exCtence  of  the  re[)ublic ; the  inference  is  that  no  Catholic  shall 
he  cli2;ihle  to  oihce.  The  true  and  legitimate  inference  is,  the  Catholic 
church  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  at  all! 

The  pretnise  .assumed  in  this  case  is,  that  the  foreign  element  in  our  popu- 
lation is  dangerous  to  the  government : the  inference  drawn  is  the  reduction 
uf  a part  of  the  rights  of  citizenship  in  foreigners  already  here,  and  an  ex- 
tension of  the  term  of  naturalization.  The  true  inference  is  the  prohibition 
of  all  emigration  for  tlie  future,  and  the  avoidance  of  everything  that  would 
exasperate  the  foreign  elem.ent  already  in  the  miidstof  us,  the  careful  observ- 
ance of  everything  which  would  tend  to  strengthen  their  attachment  to  the 
institutions  of  the  country.  How  well  the  modern  reform  in  tb.e  political 
world  is  accomplishing  these  ends,  it  is  easy  to  determine.  Leaving  in  the 
hands  of  the  Catholic  and  foreign  citizens  all  the  rights  of  citizenship  except 
one,  giving  them  the  power  to  vote,  allowing  them,  in  other  words,  all  their 
power  to  do  mischief,  and  exasperating  them  to  use  it  by  the  ostracism  of 
their  religion  and  birth,  condensing  the  Catholic  and  foreign  element  into  a 
political  body,  distinct  from  the  mass  of  the  nation,  and  animated  with  all  the 
hostility  which  is  natural  to  men  under  an  attempt  to  diminish  the  equality 
of  their  rlght.s  with  other  citizens  ; producing  all  these  ruinous  results,  Know- 
Nothingism  is  par  excellence  the  perfection  of  political  wisdom,  the  cerhain 
salvation  of  the  country  ! If  the  abandonment  of  one  of  the  greatest  of  the 
great  principles  of  our  political  system,  if  political  proscription  for  religious 
opinion  is  to  be  substituted  for  the  great  doctrine  of  unequivocal  liberty  of 
religioms  belief,  irrespective  of  all  political  or  civil  responsibility,  then  the 
existence  of  this  government  is  brought  into  infinlteh'  more  peril  than  that 
from  which  the  new  party  would  deliver  it.  Dr.  Breckenridge  intimates  that 
if  the  question  had  arisen  as  to  the  eligibility  of  a Chino.se  or  a ’Mahomine- 
dan,  less  uidiculty  would  liave  been  found  in  settling  it.  We  reply,  that  the 
general  principles  involved  would  have  been  settled  by  the  settlement  of  a 
previous  que.stion  ; and  tliat  i<,  whether  we  should  admit  a Chinese  or  a IMa- 
hommedan.  Pagans  and  Idolators,  to  the  rights  of  citizcnshi[>  at  all  in  a 
Chri^tian  supporting  country.  This  determined  in  the  affirmative,  it  is  ab- 
surd to  question  the  propriety  of  allowing  by  vote  what  is  allowed  by  law. 
If  there  is  any  reason  why  they  should  be  excluded  from  any  of  the  com- 
mon rights  of  citizen.-^hip,  it  is  a reason  why  they  should  be  excluded  from 
all  of  them.  If  it  is  right  to  allow  them  to  vote,  it  is  right  to  allow  them  to 
be  voted  for  : the  one  right  is  almost  tlno  correlative  of  the  other.  Any 
argument  which  would  prove  a man  disqualified  tor  office,  would  equally 
prove  him  disqualified  to  vote.  If,  then,  this  opposition  to  Catholics  and  for- 
eigners is  to  be  maintained,  iet  it  go  far  enough  to  accomplish  tiie  ends  which 
are  alleged  to  be  sought.  It  Is  unwise  iu  the  extreme  to  leave  ail  their  pow- 
er for  misdiief  in  their  hands,  resulting  in  part  from  their  simple  existence 
m the  country  as  a part  of  the  population,  and  in  part  from  the  privileges 
which  are  still  to  be  lett  them  ; it  is  unwise  to  leave  them  their  p;ower  fw 
mischief  and  exasperate  them  to  use  it  by  a cru.'ade  against  their  full  politi- 
cal equality  with  citizens  of  other  religious  opiaion.s. 

But  we  mu.st  not  protract  these  remarks.  We  cannot  close  them,  how- 
ever, without  protesting,  in  opposition  to  the  endorsement  of  l)s,  Brecken- 
ridgo,  ncainst  the  prop’icty  of  a secret  orgaci ration  as  a mode  of  political 
action,  and  especialiv  agni:i-;t  the  particular  oath  oi'  that  modern  party  binding 
its  members  to  concealment  of  the  objects  of  the  order,  the  ortter  itself,  and 
their  personal  connection  with  it.  W'hat  are  the  objects  of  tliis  order  which 
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have  not  been  proclaimed  ? If  those  which  are  blazoned  on  their  ban- 
ners arc  not  all  of  their  objects,  what  are  the  rest?  If  they  are,  wliy  have 
these  been  prociaiined  in  the  teeth  of  that  oath  ? Is  it  a secret  police,  as  we 
have  heard  it  intimated?  Does  not  the  possibility  that  this  order  may  have 
ultinrate  ends  in  view  which  they  have  not  yet  discovered,  demonstrate  the 
imoropriet V of  that  mode  of  organization  which  would  allow  of  such  con- 
cealment and  require  it  to  be  maintained  by  an  oath?  If  ever  any  princinie 
was  at  direct  and  practical  war  with  the  very  foundation  of  the  American 
repubiic,  it  is  this  principle  of  an  oath-bound  secret  organization.  It  will 
jdace  the  legislation  of  Congress  in  the  hands  of  an  irresponsible  association 
of  its  members — into  a body  unknown  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Chiteii 
St.-ites.  and  whose  avowed  object  is  to  annihilate  all  distinction  between  a 
minority  and  a majority,  by  an  oath  requiring  the  unlimited  surrender  of  the 
minority!  The  Congressional  Council  will  be  under  orders  of  the  General 
Councif;  and  the  result  will  be  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  will 
become,  under  the  full  success  of  Know-Nothing  principles,  a mere  registry 
of  decrees  to  a body  in  the  heart  of  the  country — unknown  to  the  Constitu- 
tion— (,‘xistins:  no  one  can  tell  where — aiming  at  no  one  can  tell  what.  It 
strikes  a deadly  blow  at  that  great  fundamental  maxim  of  the  government — 
the  necessltv  of  the  intelligence  of  the  people  as  an  essential  of  republican 
Ifberly.  What  matter  how  much  intelligence  the  people  may  have,  if  politi- 
cs! men  will  conceal  from  them  the  facts  upon  which  to  employ  their  intelli- 
gence in  tim  formation  of  a judgment  and  the  adoption  of  a policy  ?■  The 
two  tlutles  are  essentially  correlative.  If  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  to 
rctjuire  knowledge  of  any  party  ciaiming  their  suffrages  before  they  endorse 
tlnoTi,  it  is  the  duty  of  that  party  to  give  it.  No  party  has  the  right  to  retire 
int>i  t:tc  dark,  bind  itself  to  secrecy  under  oati],  unfold  what  they  please,  and 
coricoal  what  they  please  from  the  people;  nor  have  the  people  one  shadow 
of  a moral  right  to  give  their  sanction  to  that  of  the  propriety  of  which  they 
are  not  fully  informed.  Moreover,  if  their  principle  of  secrecy  is  legitimate 
for  one  party,  it  is  legitimate  for  all;  every  party  may  adopt  it ; the  Sag. 
Nicijt  dub.s  of  the  foreigners  of  the  west  are  wholly  justified  ; and  the  whole 
pohtirai  de.-tinlcs  of  the  country  may  be  controled  by  secret  oath-bound 
org4n;/,aiiorH.  a hybrid  mixture  of  Masonry,  and  apolitical  caucus  with  all  of 
gO'wi  in  eltlun-  spoiled  by  the  conjunction  ! Can  any  man  in  this  nation  con- 
t-orq  hite  a pro-spect — tine  legitimate  results  of  the  principle  of  organiza- 

tl>ji  atio!)ted  by  t!ie  Know-Nothing  party — without  emotions  of  alarm  ainount- 
iag  to  terror:  Yet  Dr.  Bri :kenridge  would  place  such  a principle  on  the 

bxa.ing  of  the  vote  by  ballot ! This  is  the  mo:?t  remarkable  instance  of  the 
pc?w?*r  {'f  prejudice  to  extinguish  the  power  of  perception,  in  an  intellect  ot 
the  highest  order,  we  have  ever  encountered.  Dr.  Johnson’s  belief  in  tlic 
U^'^'k-Lane  ghost  is  hardly  comparable  to  it. 

In  ^'unrlu.'ion,  we  must  say  that  the  issues  pledged  upon  the  fidelity  of  the 
Dans  i-r ratio  par-y  of  Virginia,  cannot  be  fully  estimated  in  their  intrin.-^ic 
value.  We  trust  they  will  show  at  the  riolls  that  .Dr.  Breckenridge  has  been 
prematiire  in  his  claim  of  conquest  for  Know-Nothingism  over  the  Democri- 
cy  <u  tin'  Old  flominion.  Be  the  fate  c>f  the  party  victory  or  defeat  in  the 
ensuing  eh-ction,  the  war  upon  the  heresies  of  the  new. party  will  have  j'U't 
begun.  'IliU  great  principles  ot  religious  liberty  and  open  organization  m 
political  parti'""-,  in  a republican  government,  will  never  be  abandoned  unui 
th'w  are  embodied  in  u'actice  as  well  as  commended  in  theory — two  tiling'^ 
•whi  ’h  the  Know-xNotlvng  pai-ty  liave  taught  ns  to  consider  care.hiiiy  apv.r- 
Uurn  ail  cori.ru'clii)!!  with  each- other.  .Let  the  whole  power  of  the  parlv 
strained  to  the  uttermost ; let  all  the  objections  to  the  candidate,  which  mighl 
have  been  enough  to  have  justified  inaction  in  his  support  in  ordinary  timr  ;w 
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|r  now  give  way  in  a crisis  which  involves  the  very  existence,  not  merely  of 
^ Democratic  measures,  but  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  all  republican 
Institutions.  It  is  a great  battle.  God  help  the  right. 

¥ A Protestant  I^Iinister. 
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The  pretensions  of  the  Know  Nothings  to  peculiar  reverence,  for  the  teach- 
ings of  the  Bible,  were  vindicated  in  the  Examiner  in  the  following  editorial.: 

A SEBMON  FROM  LEVITICUS  FOR  SAM.” 

When  the  sans  cnloUes  of  the  secret  order  of  Jacohins  were,  with  foul  and 
bloodstained  hands,  drairging  the  noble,  beautiful  and  gifted  Madame  Roland 
to  the  guillotine,  and  in  the  name  of  liberty  moistening  the  streets  of  Paris 
with  the  blood  of  the  Girondists,  that  illustrious  woman,  gazing  at  the  bright 
deadly  steel  that  was  soon  to  sever  her  fair  head,  exclaimed,  “ Ob  I Liberty, 
liovr  many  crimes  have  been  committed  in  thy  name  1”  "^»Vhen  we  tind  a secret 
order  in  our  midst,  in  the  name  of  the  Bible  and  of  patriotism,  practising  pro- 
scription, intolerance,  and  worse  than  savage  inhospitality,  the  fearful  truth  of 
Madame  Roland’s  dying  wmrds  must  come  home  to  every  calm  and  dispassionate 
friend  of  religion  and  liberty. 

The  Know  Nothings,  in  the  name  of  the  holy  Christian  religion,  and  in  the 
name  of  patriotism,  propose  disregarding  the  plainest  teachings  of  the  priest 
ari<]  the  true  meaning  of  the  host.  Particularly  do  they  prodaim  that  their 
midnight  mission  is  the  purifeation  of  the  Church,  and  the  preservation  of  our 
civil  liberties.  Like  Henry  YITI.,  W'ho,  according  to  Kurne,  exhibited  his  im- 
partiality by  hanging  Catholics  and  burning  Protestants,  they  claim  the  title  of 
defenders  of  the  faith.” 

Profe.u-ing  to  regard  the  pure  teachings  of  the  Bible  as  of  paramount  impor- 
tance to  everything  earthly,  seeking  to  purge  the  land  of  Jesuits  and  heretics, 
their  principles  are  utterly  at  variance  with  the  teachings  of  that  human  law 
maker,  who,  upon  Mount  Sinai,  received  from  a Supreme  Being  the  living  word. 
This‘‘/y;o?i  of  the  Ncrdi  and  Btihrarh  of  the  Christian  faith plants  its 
standard,  or  rather  organizes  its  conspiracy,  upon  the  disregarded  teachings  of 
God  -through  his  chosen  instrument.  The  Know  Nothing  who,  amid  the  im- 
posing mysteries  and  solonm  ceremonies  of  midnight  initiation,  .swears  with  up- 
littc;!  hand  to  defend  the  true  teaebiogs  of  the  Bible,  in  the  stiwe  formnia  swears 
to  violate  one  of  the  most  simple,  plain  and  intelligible  lf!ssons  of  that  sacred 
volume.  Whoever,  therefore,  takes  the  oaths  rctiuired  by  this  order,  pledges 
himself  to  violate  the  Constitution,  and  to  maiutaiu  doctrines  irreconcilable  with 
every  species  of  Christian  faith,  whether  Protestant  or  Catholic — for  neither 
C.itholics  nor  Protestants  openly  deny  the  very  strongest  and  plainest  doctrines 
ef  the  Holy  Bible.  “ Sam,”  however,  as  he  is  familiarly  termed,  has  taken  the 
held  not  only  against  the  Catholic  religion,  the  Constitution  and  Democracy, 
but  also  against  J/oses  innl  the  }'rophrf>^, 

Gne  of  the  pretexts  of  Sam  ” fur  his  hostility  to  the  Catholics,  is  that  they 
cxclmle  the  Bible  from  their  schnr/is — a grave  and  heavy  fault — one  to  be 
iorocon  into  and  punished.  But  if  the  Catholics  are  to  be  proscribed  for  this 
crime,  ^vhio  punishment  '''hould  not  gam  receive  far  rearing  the  structure  ot  his 
order,  digging  its  verv  f unalaiions  eut  of  the  disregarded,  despised  teachings 
of  the  great  and  inspired  law-maker  ’ 

Tlie  civil  polity  of  Moses,  that  wliich  follow’ed  as  a natural  sequence ‘to  the 
L'm  Commandment.^,  the  code  framed  in  aceordariet*  with  the  organic  bw  of 
Mount  Sinai,  certainly  deserves  the  respect  of  Protestants.  Wc,  therefore, 
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respectfully  ask  the  disciples  of  Sam  to  reconcile  their  teachings-with  the  fol- 
lowing precept  of  Closes,  Let  them  take  their  revered,  but  too  often  dese- 
crated-Bible,  upon  which  they  swear  their  deluded  victims,  and  turn  to  the 
Book  of  Leviticus,  19th  chapter,  33d  and  34th  verses,  and  explain  to  us  what 
Moses  meant  in  the  verses  aforesaid : 

A STllANGER  SOJOURN  WITH  THEE  IN  YOUR  LAND,  YE 
SII-VLL  NOT  VEX  HUM;  BUT  THE  STRANGER  THAT  DWELLETH 
WITH  YOU  SHALL  BE  UNTO  YOU  AS  ONE  BORN  AMONG  YOU. 
AND  THOU  SHALT  l.OVE  HIM  AS  THYSELF,  FOR  YE  WERE 
STRANGERS  UN  THE  LAND  OF  EGYPT.  I AM  THE  LORD  THY 
GOD.'' 

This  language,  we  humbly  suergest,  is  peculiarly  simple,  and  it  scatters  the 
teachings  of  Sam  like  a bombshell.  Sam  is  a true  Protestant;  be  boasts  that 
his  grandfather  was  a Protestant,  his  grandmother  w'-as  a Protestant,  and  that 
Lis  mother,  father,  uncles,  aunts,  cousins,  nephews,  wife,  children  and  grand- 
children, are  of  the  same  persuasion.  Sam  and  his  brethren  are  the  old  guard 
of  the  Bible,  dofendiiui:  the  pure,  un.adulterated  faith,  flashing  the  bright  sword 
of  a pure  and  undefled  religion  in  the  eyes  of  alltvho  C|uestion  anything  wLicdi 
the  sacred  volume  contains  from  Genesis  to  Revelations.  It  is  therefore  to  be 
^ presumed,  that  having  wandered  often  over  this  holy  dominion,  having  conse- 
crated himself  to  the  sacred  work  of  defending  the  Bible,  Sam  is  prepared  to 
reconcile  this  text  from  Leviticus  with  his  elegant  sermons  against  foreigners 
and  ‘‘strangers  sojourning  in  the  land."  All  of  this  he,  doubtless,  is 

prepared  to  do  ; although,  for  reasons  to  ns  inexplicable,  Sam  has  vouchsafed 
no  revelations  respexuing  this  passage  from  Leviticus.  Recollect,  Sam,  thou 
“guard  of  the  Bible  and  defender  of  the  faith" — Leviticus,  19th  chapter,  33d 
and  34th  verses.  ^Vc  know  that  it  is  hard,  Samuel,  either  in  courts  of  law  or 
in  social  converse,  to  get  intelligible  answers  from  you.  But  the  Bible,  San  — 
the  Protestant  Bible — you  certainly  v-ill  not  say  that  you  “Know  N’othing  ” 
about  that.  In  the  nann?  of  Moses,  we,  therefore,  pious,  religious,  consistent 
Sam,  venture  to  ask  you  a few  sini]>le  C|uestions  concerning  the  33d  and  34tii 
verses  of  the  19th  chanter  of  Leviticus,  which,  Sam,  it  may  be  well  to  state, 
incidentally,  may  be  in  what  is  called  among  good  Protestants  and  sincere 
haters  of  the  Pope,  the  Old  Testament. 

Do  you  or  do  you  not  ‘‘  struatjers  icho  sojourn  with  thee  in  your  land 
You  swear  to  turn  them  on:  of  office.  You  swear  to  proscribe  them,  do  you 
not?  Do  you  re^oard  such  treatment  as  a vexation  or  a pleasantry  where  the 
ejected  stranger"  happens  to  starve  in  consequence  of  your  “ little  pleasantry” 
in  turning  him  out  of  office, 

Moses,  you  wdll  observe,  frerhaps  you  “ Know  Nothing,"  biblical  Sam,  of 
Moses,)  says,  under  special  iu.'trmdions  from  God,  that  “ the  sfranyer  that  dv'd- 
leth  ■with  yon  SHALL  LE  UNIO  lo!;  as  0.\E  BORN  A^tONG  V'OU."  Do  VOU  luH 
EOt  proclaim  ^Hhat  strava  rs  who  iln  dleth  amom/ you  SHALL  NOT  BE  UN'ihd 
YOU  as  those  who  were  born  among  you  ?"  Do  you  not  in  every  thing  wTiich 
relates  to  your  creed,  iiy  in  the  iace  of  divine  law,  denying  the  wisdom  of  God 
and  man  ? 

Have  you  not  organized  your  midnight  Order  for  the  express  purpose  of  cast- 
ing the  stranger  out — ot  shovving  him  by  hateful  and  iinconstitutiouai  acU  r.hut 
you  do  not  intend  to  t 'oat  him  as  it  he  whs  born  amouf/  you  r Is  it  not  ma.-t 
remarkable  that,  as  a eli-clectcd  defen<ier  of  the  faith,  you  propose  to  set  a.-  no 
the  law  of  fdoses  to  aiiicnd  The  word  of  God,  and  declare  with  the  saiojrior 
gacity  of  a Know  Nothing  that  you  are  more  knowing  in  your  generation  tlciu 
Moses  was  in  bis?  ( V»  bat  i.s  your  opriion  as  to  Moses  being  a fogy  1) 
you  entertain  as  low  an  opinion  of  the  book  of  Leviticus  as  you^do  of  the  Cou- 
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stltution  ? Do  you  regard  Jadson,  Bennett,  Clayton,  Wilson  and  Vespasian 
HlHs  as  tnneh  better  law  makers  than  Moses  ? Is  the  blue  book  of  your  Order 
higher  and  bettor  authority  than  the  Old  Testameut  ? But  inoat  scriptural 
triaiDiiiy — thou  modern  eyangclist  of  the  dark  lanterns  and  frightful  oaths — Mo- 
ses also  savs,  in  his  old-fashioned  way,  thou  sljah  hue  the  strumjer  sojounihg 
in  thy  hud  as  thyself^  Dost  thou  obey  the  Bible  in  this  regard  ? Do  you 
love  Irish,  Dutch,  Spanish,.  Italian,  French,  Swiss,  Danish,  Norwegian,  Scotch, 
Batagonian,  Chinese,  Mexican  ‘‘strangers’'  as  you  do  yourself  ? Have  you  a 
great  love  for  the  alien,  an  overflowing  affection  for  the  foreign  born,  or  have 
you  not  sicorn,  yes,  sworn,  in  your  midnight  deliberations,  to  persecute  the 
strangers  “ within  your  gates  1”  Of  these  matters,  however,  of  course,  you 
“ Kuow  Nothing."  If  you  love  the  strangers,  how  have  you  shown  your  af- 
fection ? liy  burning  their  churcbes,  denying  them  bread,  driving  them  from 
the  ballot  box,  denying  them  the  rights  of  citizenship,  and  mobbing  them  in 
the  streets  of  your  great  cities.  In  thus  treating  them,  how  have  you  interpre- 
ted the  Bible  ? — certainly  not  as  Protestants — but  rather,  (we  regret  to  say  it, 
Sam,)  as  hard-hearted,  cruel  disregarders  of  tbo  spirit  of  Christianity. 

The  odd  and  34th  verses  of  tiie  19th  chapter  of  Leviticus  apply  so  forcibly 
and  appropriately  to  Sam’s  position  in  this  country,  that  we  almost  reel  inclined 
to  believe  that  Closes,  rending  the  veil  which  hides  the  future  from  ordinary 
mortal  eyes,  must  have  foreseen  the  rise  and  progress  of  Sam,  and  thousands 
of  years  ago  provided  for  his  annihilation.  For  after  thus  advising  the  Israel- 
ites, he  concludes  the  34th  verso  thus  : Mor  ye  loere  strartyers  in  the  land  of 

EgypL”  How  significant  the  warning,  how  impressive  the  reminiscence.  The 
cliosen  people  of  Hod  were  once  aliens  and  foreign  born  in  the  land  of  Egypt. 
Pharaoh  and  his  people  were  native  Eyyptians,  proud  of  their  nationality,  in- 
solent and  tyrannical,  lauding  it  with  a high  hand  over  tlie  poor  Israelites,  de- 
nying them  social  and  political  rights,  making  them  hewers  of  wood  and  draw- 
ers of  water,  grinding  the  strangers  into  the  dust,  practising  modern  Know 
Nothingisin  without  its  secrecy,  in  a bold,  open,  cruel  oppression  of  the  “ strau- 
gers  sojourning  among  ihem,"  The  wrath  of  God  foil  upon  the  Know  Nothings 
of  the  order  of  Pharaoh  ; plague  followed  plague,  and  pestilence,  famine  and 
war  desolated  the  land  of  the  oppressors.  Death  visited  the  household  of  every 
native  Eyyptian  ; a leader  chosen  by  God  led  the  oppressed  through  a sea 
whose  waves,  at  His  command,  opened  a way  for  their  retreat,  and  closed  over 
the  hosts  of  the  pursuing  enemy.  This  may  seem  fanciful  and  far  fetched,  but 
it  sliould  teach  the  oppressor  and  the  Know  Nothing  that  ^hce  icere- strangers 
in  the  land  of  EgyptE  This  fair  land  was  not  God’s  heritage  to  us.  The  na- 
tive Americans  have  passed  away,  and  we  European  interlopers  have  built  up 
our  palacvs  upon  the  sites  of  their  wigwams, — cities  stand  where  the  villages  of 
the  natives  once  stood,  and  the  ploughshare  is  driven  over  the  burying  grounda 
of  those  to  whom  God  gave  the  land. 

TH'  are  y rangers  of  yesterday  in  thi$  land  ; — war,  pestilence  and  famine,  in- 
troduced by  ourselves,  nave  swept  those  from  the  land  to  which  God  gave  them 
title  d ecus.  The  relics,  the  monuments,  the  antiquities  of  America  are  not 
ours.  ‘‘  Sam,"  a miserable  European  exile  of  yesterday,  flying  from  worse  thaa 
Egyptian  bondage  at  home,  to  this  land  of  the  oppressed  of  every  clime,  denies 
the  same  precious  privileges  to  the  exile  of  to-day.  In  doing  ibis,  he  forget? 
his  origin,  the  character  of  our  institutions,  aud  the  history  of  the  land  which 
be  inhabits.  He  disregards  tlie  Constitution,  and  be  forgets  the  divine  teach- 
ings of  (Jod  and  of  Moses.  Hence  this  scrmcn. 
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To  the  charge  every  where  preferred  by  the  Know  Nothings,  that  the  Exa- 
miner and  the  Enquirer  were  Catholic  organs,  the  Examiner  published  the  fol- 
lowing reply  : 

Civil  incapacitations  tend  only  to  beget  habits  of  hypocrisy  and 

MEA.NNES3.  OPINIONS  OF  RELIGION  SHALL  IN  NO  MANNER  DIMINISH  OR 

AFFECT  THE  CIVIL  CAPACITIES  OF  THE  CITIZEN. — ‘Vir(jinia  Act  of  Reli- 
gious Toleration. 

Nothing  dies  so  hard  and  rallies  so  often  as  Intolerance. — Sydney  Smith. 

. Catholic  oro^an  I'^  is  the  favorite  ejaculation  of  the  advocates  of  intolcrancG 
against  iheir  opponents  in  the  profient  canvass.  The  epithet  supplies  the  place 
and  substitutes  the  purpose  of  argument  in  the  mouths  of  men  weak  enough  in 
mind  to  fear  that  these  free  and  powerful  States  are  in  danger  of  temporal  sub- 
jection from  the  poorest  and  weakest  of  the  European  Princes.  Historical  lore 
they  indeed  have  at  command  to  foment  this  morbid  apprehension  : but  it  is 
lore  borrowed  from  the  dark  ages  and  from  persecuting,  intolerant  Europe — it 
is  lore  that  has  lost  its  terrors  eveti  on  the  intolerant  side  of  the  Atlantic,  when 
Catholic  Emperors  have  repeatedly  taken  the  Pope — that  most  formidable  tem- 
poral prince,  prisoner  in  his  sacred  city,  and  led  him  into  ignominious  captivity  ; 
and  where,  even  within  the  recollection  of  very  small  children,  that  same  Po- 
tentate, whose  authority  is  pretended  to  overshadow  all  the  goverments  of  the 
earth,  was  driven  out  of  Home  by  a handful  of  domestic  revoliitionists. 

Native  bom  Americans  who  terrify  at  the  thought  of  a Papal  subjugation, 
must  be  excused  for  rumnia>>-ing  up  the  exploded  and  forgotten  lore  of  benighted 
and  intolerant  ages,  and  for  denouncing  as  “Catholic  organs, those  who  laugh 
at  their  folly  and  deride  their  farrago  of  nonsense  about  Popish  invasion  and 
subjugation. 

The  llev.  Sydney  Smith,  a staunch  supporter  of  the  English  Church  Estab- 
lishment, has  supplied  us  with  language  suitable  to  the  cases  of  these  cowardly 
terrorists,  in  the  following  happy  description  of  a modern  Know  Nothing  : 

“ Philagatbarches  is  an  instance  (not  uncommon,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  even 
among  the  most  rational  of  the  IVotestanl  dissenters)  of  a love  of  toleration 
combined  with  a love  of  persceutioa.  He  is  a dissenter,  and  earne.stly  demands 
religious  liberty  for  that  body  of  men  ; but,  as  for  the  Catholics,  he  would  not 
only  continue  their  present  disabilities,  but  load  them  with  every  new  one  that 
could  be  conceived.  He  cxprc.->ly  says  that  an  Atheist  or  a Deist  may  be  allowed 
to  propagate  their  doctfino''’,  but  not  a Catholic;  and  then  proceeds  with  all  the 
customary  trash  against  tiiat  sect  which  nine  school  boys  out  of  ten  now  know 
how  to  refute.  So  it  is  with  I’liilagatharehcs  ; — so  it  is  with  weak  men  in  every 
«cct.  It  has  ever  been  our  object,  aru!  (in  spite  of  misropreseDtation  and  abuse) 
ever  shall  be  our  object,  to  put  down  tids  spirit-— to  protect  the  true  interests 
and  to  dilTuse  the  true  spirit  of  toleration.'' 

So  here  is  a “Catholic  organ,"  -after  the  Know  Nothing  sense  of  the  word, 
in  the  person  of  a staunch  clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  England. 

Ill  the  same  sense,  Thoiiias  .lefierson,  who  drew  the  A'irginia  act  of  religious 
toleration,  the  puh  and  gist  of  which  stamls  at  the  head  of  this  article  cf  ours, 
and  who  is  generally  understood  to  have  been  a Free  Thinker  on  the  subject  ot 
religion  and  church  government,  was  also  a “ Catholic  organ."  Indeed,  if  this 
Know  Nothing  idea  be  true,  that  all  defenders’of  religious  freedom  are  “ Catho- 
lic organs,"  we  fear  it  will  turn  out,  at  last,  that  the  proscribed  denomination 
are  very  formidable  in  this  matter  of  George  W’ashingtou  and  the 

whole  convention  of  conscript  fathers  who  formed  the  American  Constitution 
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confalning  provisions  in  favor  of  the  free  exercu^  of  religion  and  denouncing 
religious  tests,  against  which  the  Higher  Law  Know  Nothings  of  our  day  swear 
so  great  an  oath,  were  in  that  sense  Catholic  organs.”  Madison  and  Jackson, 
a.s  will  appear  in  another  place  in  this  sheet,  were  likewise  in  the  same  category 
of  “ Catholic  organs.” 

Not  only  were  all  good  men  of  our  earlier  history  amenable  to  this  charge, 
but  m.any  bad  men  also;  for  the  famous  Thomas  Paine  wrote  himself  down  a 

Catholic  o,»*gaa”  repeatedly  and  unmistakably,  iu  defending  the  liberty  of  con- 
science ; as,  for  instance,  thus  : 

Toleration  is  not  the  opposite  of  intolerance,  but  is  the  counterfeit  of  it. 
Both  are  despotisms.  The  one  assumes  to  itself  the  right  of  withholding  liberty 
of  conscience,  and  the  other  of  granting  it.  The  one  is  the  Pope  armed  with 
lire  and  faggot,  and  the  other  is  the  Pope  selling  or  granting  indulgences.  The 
former  is  Church  and  State,  and  the  latter  is  Church  and  traffic. 

But  toleration  may  be  viewed  in  a much  stronger  light.  Man  w’orships  not 
himself,,  but  his  Maker ; and  the  liberty  of  conscience,  which  he  claims,  is  not 
for  tlie  service  of  himself,  but  of  his  Ood.  In  this  case,  therefore,  we  must  ne- 
cessarily have  the  associated  idea  of  two  beings  : the  mortal  who  renders  the 
worship,  and  the  immortal  being  who  is  worshipped.  Toleration,  therefore, 
places  itself,  not  between  man  and  man,  nor  between  church  and  church,  nor 
between  one  denomination  of  religion  and  another,  but  between  God  and  man  : 
between  t.iic  being  who  worships,  and  the  being  who  is  worshipped  : and  by  the 
same  act  of  assumed  authority,  by  which  it  tolerates  roan  to  pay  his  worship, 
pre.sumptuously  and  blasphemously  sets  itself  up  to  tolerate  the  Almighty  to 
receive  it. 

Were  a bill  brought  info  any  parliament,  cniitled,  K\n  act  to  tolerate  or 
grant  liberty  to  the  Almighty  to  receive  the  worship  of  a Jew  or  Turk;'  or, 
* to  prohibit  the  Almighty  from  receiving  it;'  ail  men  would  startle  and  call  it 
blasphemy.  The  world  would  bo  in  uproar.  The  presumption  of  toleration  iu 
religious  matters  would  then  rfresent  itself  unmasked  : but  the  presumption  is 
not  the  less  because  the  name  of  ‘man’  only  appears  to  these  laws,  for  the  as- 
sociated idea  of  the  worshipper  and  Tvorshipned  cannot  bo  separated.  Who, 
then,  art  thou,  vain  dust  and  ashes  I by  whatever  name  thou  art  called,  whether 
a king,  a bishop,  a church  or  a state,  a parliament  or  any  thing  else,  that  obtru- 
dest  thine  insigaiScanee  between  the  soul  of  man  and  its  Maker  ? 3iine  own 
concerns.  If  he  believes  not  as  thou  believest,  it  is  a proof  that  thou  bchevest 
not  as  he  belleveth,  and  there  is  no  earthl3^  power  can  determine  between  you. 

With  respect  to  what  are  called  denominations  of  religion,  if  every  one  is 
left  tv)  judge  of  its  own  opinion,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a religion  that  is  wrong  : 
but  if  th.ey  are  to  judge  of  each  other's  religion,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a re- 
ligion that  is  right;  and,  therefore,  all  the  world  is  right,  or  all  the  world  is 
wrong.  But  with  respect  to  religion  itself,  without  regard  to  names,  and  as  di- 
rectirig  itself  from  the  universal  family  of  mankind  to  the  divine  object  of  all 
adoration,  it  is  man  bringing  to  his  IMaker  the  fruits  of  liis  heart;  and  though 
those  fruits  may  differ  from  each  other  like  fruits  of  the  earth,  the  grateful  tri- 
bute of  every  one  is  accepted. 

A bi.shop  of  JIurhaTn  or  ;i.  bishop  of  Winchester,  or  the  archbishop  who  leads 
the  dukes,  will  not  refuse  a tytlm — sheaf  of  wheat,  because  it  is  not  a cock  of 
bay,  nor  a cock  of  hay,  because  it  is  not  a slieaf  of  wheat,  cor  a pig,  because  it 
is  neither  one  nor  the  other;  but  these  .'^ame  persons,  under  the  tigure  of  an 
cstablisucil  church,  will  not  permit  choir  Maker  to  receive  the  varied  tythes  ot 
man’s  devotion. 

One  of  the  continual  choruses  of  Mr.  Burke’s  book  is  “ Church  and  State 
he  does  not  mean  some  one  particular  ChurAi,  or  some  one  particular  State,  but 
anti-Church  and  State  ; and  he  uses  the  term  as  a general  ilguro,  to  hold  forth 
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the  political  doctrine  of  always  uniting  the  Church  with  the  State  in  every 
country,  and  he  censures  the  National  Asserablj  for  not  having  done  this  la 
France.  Let  us  bestow  a few  thoughts  on  this  subject. 

All  religions  are,  in  their  nature,  kind  and  benign,  and  united  with  principles 
of  -morality.  They  could  not  have  made  proselytes  at  lirst  by  professing  any- 
thing that  w'as  vicious,  cruel,  persecuting  or  immoral.  Like  everything  else 
they  had  their  beginning  : and  thus  proceeded  by  persuasion,  exhortation  and 
example.  How  is  it  then  that  they  loose  their  native  mildness,  and  become  mo- 
rose and  intolerant? 

It  proceeds  from  the  connection  which  Mr.  Burke  recommends.  By  engen- 
dering the  Church  with  tlie  State,  a sort  of  mule  animal,  capable  only  of  des- 
troying, and  not  of  breeding  up,  called  the  church  established  by  law.  It  is  a 
stranger,  even  from  its  birth,  to  any  parent  mother  on  which'it  is  begotten,  and 
whom  in  time  it  kicks  out  and  destroys. 

The  Inquisition  of  Spain  does  not  proceed  from  the  religion  originally  profes- 
sed, but  from  the  mule  animal  engendered  between  the  Church  and  State.  The 
burnings  in  Smithheld  proceeded  from  the  same  heterogeneous  production  : 
and  it  was  the  regeneration  of  this  animal  in  England  afterwards,  that  renewed 
the  rancour  and  irrcligion  among  the  inhabitants,  and  that  drove  the  people 
called  Quakers  and  Dissenters  to  America.  Persecution  is  not  an  original  fea- 
ture in  any  religion,  but  it  is  always  the  strongly  marked  feature  in  all  law  re- 
ligions, or  religions  established  by  law.  Take  away  the  law  establishment,  and 
every  religion  re-as.sumed  its  original  benignity. 

In  America,  a Catholic  priest  is  a good  citizen,  a good  character,  and  a good 
neighbor ; an  Episcopalian  minister  is  of  the  same  description ; and  this  pro- 
ceeds independently  of  the  men,  from  there  being  no  law  establishment  in 
America. 

If  we  also  view  this  matter  in  a temporal  sense,  we  shall  see  the  ill  effects  it 
has  had  on  the  p>rospericy  of  nations.  The  union  of  Church  and  State  has  im- 
poverished Spain.  The  luvoking  the  edict  of  Nants  drove  the  silk  manufacture 
from  France  into  England  : and  Church  and  State  are  now  driving  the  cotton 
manufacture  from  Eughiud  to  America  and  I'Vauce.  It  is  by  observing  the  ill 
effects  of  it,  in  EagluUiJ,  that  America  has  been  warned  against  it,  and  it  is  by 
experiencing  them  in  Fr.ince,  that  the  National  Assembly  have  abolished  it : 
and,  like  America,  iiave  established  universal  right  of  conscience,  and  universal 
right  of  citizenship.’^ — ihiinc’s  Rights  of  Man,  part  Is^. 

But  better  men  and  better  mnr^ilists  than  Paine  proved  themselves  ^'Catholic 
organs  in  full  ns  decided  and  able  and  instructive  a manner.  One  of  the 
most  lucid  and  popular  authors  upon  subjects  of  casuistry  and  religion,  Dy- 
mond,  wntes  thus  : 

A few,  and  only  a few,  sentences,  will  be  allow'ed  to  the  writer  upon  the 
great,  the  very  great  question  id  extending  religious  liberty  to  the  Catholics  of 
these  kingdoms.  I call  it  a very  great  question,  not  becau.-e  of  the  diiucuity  of 
deciding  it,  if  sound  principles  are  appliol,  but  because  of  the  interes:s  that 
are  iavcived,  and  of  tiie  consequences  w’bich  may  follow  if  those  principles 
are  not  applied. 

It  is  the  writer’s  conviction,  that  full  Religious  Liberty  ought  to  be  extend- 
ed to  the  Catholics,  because  it  ought  to  be  extended  to  all  men. 

If  a Cathulic  acts  in  ooposition  to  the  public  w'elfare,  diminish  or  take  away 
his  freedom  : if  bo  think  ' arni^s,  let  him  enioy  his  fre-edoru  undiminished. 

To  this  1 know  of  but  one  objcclior.  that  is  worth  noting  hero — that  they  are 
hrmiless,  only  bocau.se  they  tuivc  not  tiie  power  of  doing  mischief,  and  that 
thjy  wait  only  fur  the  power  to  do  it.  But  they  say  this  is  not  the  case  ; we 
have  no  such  inteutions  ! Now,  in  all  rea-on,  you  must  believe  them,  or  show 
that  they  are  unworthy  of  beliet.  if  you  believe  them,  Religious  Liberty  fol- 
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laws  of  course.  Can  you  then  show  that  the}"  are  unworthy  of  belief.  Where 
is  your  evidence  ? 

You  say  their  aliegiance  is  divided  between  the  king  and  a foreign  power. 
They  reply  ‘ it  is  not/  We  hold  ourselves  bound,  in  conscience,  to  obey  the 
.civil  irovernnieat  in  all  things  of  a temporal  and  civil  nature,  notwithstanding 
any  di^p.:nsation  to  the  contrary,  from  the  Pope  or  Church  of  Home. 

You  say  their  declarations  and  oaths  do  not  bind  them,  because  they  hold 
that  they  can  be  dispensed  from  the  obligation  of  an  oath  by  the  i’ope.  They 
reply  ‘ ]Ve  do  net/  We  hold  that  the  obligation  of  an  oath  is  most  sacred  ; 
that  no  power  whatever  can  dispense  with  any  oath  by  which  a Catholic  has 
coDLirmed  his  duty  of  allegiance  to  his  sovereign,  or  any  obligation  of  duty  to  a 
third  person. 

You  say  they  hold  that  biith  is  not  to  be  kept  with  heretics.  They  reply, 
‘ He  do  not/  British  Catholics  say  they  have  solemnly  sworn  that  they  re- 
ject and  detest  that  unchristian  and  impious  principle,  that  faith  is  not  to  be 
kept  vvitli  heretics  or  infidels.  These  declarations  are  taken  from  a ‘ Declara- 
tion of  the  Catholic  Bishops,  the  Vicars,  Apostles,  their  co-adjutors,  in  Great 
Britain,  1825.^  They  are  signed  by  the  Catholic  Bishops  of  Great  Britain, 
and  are  approved  in  an  ^ address  ^ signed  by  eight  Catholic  Peers,  and  a large 
number  of  other  persons  of  rank  and  character. 

Now,  I ask  of  those  who  contend  for  the  Catholic  disabilities,  what  proof  do 
yon  bring  that  these  men  are  trying  to  deceive  you?  lean  anticipate  no 
answer,  because  I have  heard  none.  Will  you,  then,  content  yourselves  by  say- 
ing, we  will  not  believe  them  ? This  wmuld  be  at  least  the  candid  course,  and 
the  world  might  then  perceive  that  our  conduct  was  regulated  not  by  reason, 
but  by  prejudice  or  the  consciousness  of  power.  It  is  unwarrantable  to  infer, 
ayrmri,  and  contrary  to  the  professions  and  declarations  of  the  persons  hold- 
ing such  opinions,  that  their  opinions  could  induce  acts  injurious  to  the  com- 
mon weal.  But,  if  nothing  can  be  said  to  show  that  the  Carbolic  declarations 
do  not  bind  them,  something  can  bo  said  to  show  that  they  do.  If  declarations 
be  indeed  so  little  binding  upon  their  consciences,  how  comes  it  to  pass  that 
they  do  not  make  those  deelarations  which  would  remove  their  disabiiities,  get 
a dispensation  from  the  Pope,  and  so  enjoy  both  the  privileges  and  an  easy  con- 
science. Why,  if  their  oaths  and  dei;daration3  did  not  bind  them,  they 
would  get  rid  of  their  disabilities  to-morrow  ! Nothing  is  wanting  but  a few 
hypocritical  declarations,  and  Catholic  iluiancipation  is  effected.  Why  do  they 
not  make  the  declarations  ? Because  theic  words  hind  them.  And  yet,  (so 
gross  is  the  absurdity,)  although  it  is  their  conscientiousness  which  keeps  them 
out  of  office,  we  say  they  are  to  be  kept  out  because  they  are  net  conscientious  ! 
I forbear  further  inquiry,  but  I could  not  with  satisfaction,  avoid  applying  what 
I conceive  to  be  the  sound  principles  of  political  rectitude  to  this  groat  ques- 
tion ; and  let  no  man  allow  his  prejudices  or  his  fears  to  prevent  him  from  ap- 
plying them  to  this,  as  to  every  other  political  subject.  Justiee  and  Truth  are 
not  t ^ hi;  sacrificed  to  our  weakness  and  apprehensions  ; and  I believe  that,  if 
the  pe<*pie  and  legislature  of  this  country  ■(Great  Britain)  will  adhere  to  justice 
and  truth  with  regard  to  our  Catholic  brethren,  they  will  find,  ere  long,  that 
they  have  only  been  delaying  the  welfare  of  tlie  Empire'’ — Bj/nwnd's  Essai/s 
on  Mnraliti/. 


ivKuorous  ToLERATfo.y  BEFORE  THE  Americ.vx  Re voi.l tio.n. — Moro 
loan  a hundred  years  beiore  t!ie  declaration  of  Independence,  the  American 
colonies  asserted,  and  the  Briti>h  monarchs  granted,  the  grnat  doctrines 
ot  reli  jious  tolerance.  In  lbd'2,  the  sovereign  of  Knirland  declared  “ tlie 
principles  and  foundation  of  the  charter  of  lUassachusctts  to  be  the  freedom 
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of  liberty  of  conscience  !”  But  from  the  moment  that  the  idea  of  making 
an  English  settlement  in  Maryland  occurred  to  the  just  and  high-soukui 
Calvert,  Lord  Baltimore,  which  was  early  in  1600,  the  idea  of  religious  tol- 
eration became  as  precious  to  American  adventurers  and  settlers  as  the  air 
which  they  breathed  or  the  lives  they  had  dedicated  to  the  New  'World.  In 
1636,  every  other  country  in  the  world  had  persecuting  laws  but  Maryland  ; 
and  at  that  early  day  the  oath  of  a governor  of  Maryland  was : “ I will  not, 
by  myself,  or  any  other,  directly  or  indirectly,  molest  any  one  professing  to 
believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  for  or  in  respect  of  religion.  At  a moment  when 
the  overthrow  of  the  monarchy  in  the  mother  country  was  about  to  place  in 
the  hands  of  Cromwell,  the  embittered  enemy  of  the  Romism  church,  un- 
limited power,  the  Catholics  of  J.Iaryland  (April  21,  1649)  placed  the  fol- 
lowung  law  upon  their  statute-book : “ And  whereas  the  enforcing  of  the 
conscience  in  matters  of  religion  ’nath  frequently  fallen  out  to  be  of  danger- 
ous consequence  in  those  Commonwealths  W'here  it  has  been  practised,  and 
for  the  more  quite  and  peacable  government  of  this  province,  and  the  bet- 
ter to  preserve  mutual  love  and  amity  among  the  inhabitants,  no  person 
within  this  province,  professing  to  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  shall  be  any  ways 
troubled,  molested  or  discountenanced,  for  his  or  her  religion,  or  in  the  free 
exercise  thereof.”  The  “ friends,  of  prelacy”  who  avere  disfranchised  in 
Massachusetts,  and  the  Puritans  who  were  “vexed”  in  Virginia,  were  wel- 
comed to  equal  political  and  civil  liberty  in  Catholic  Maryland,  The  man- 
ner in  which  Lord  Baltimore  was  persecuted  and  denounced — thrown  out 
his  rights  by  usurpers—-and  in  turn  proscribed  by  the  very  persuasion  he 
had  tolerated  and  protected — and  yet  his  noble  and  constant  adherence  to 
the  doctrine  of  religious  freedom  and  political  equality,  whether  in  public  or 
in  private  life — are  embalmed  in  the  history  and  in  the  remembrance  of 
the  world. 

High  upon  the  roll  of  fame  will  shine  the  name  of  Lord  Baltimore,  made 
glorious  in  the  person  of  Sir  George  Calvert,  and  sustained  in  that  of  his 
son,  Cecil  Calvert.  At  a time  when  the  nation  was  overrun  with  the  foes 
of  the  holy  right  of  the  freedom  of  conscience!  Lord  Baltimore  set  an  ex- 
ample that  to  tiiis  day  bears  perennial  blessings  upon  ail.  Ever  green  be 
his  immortal  memory!  The  ingrates  who  assail  the  reputation  of  the  illus- 
trious dead — their  rude  ribaldry  over  his  honored  grave — their  ignorant  de- 
nial of  services  that  are  printed  in  the  pages  of  impartial  history — will  not 
deprive  him  of  his  claims  upon  the  gratitude  of  ail  generations  of  civilized 
and  Christian  people. 

The  progress  of  religious  toleration  in  New  England  was  marked  by  gi- 
gantic and  almost  incredible  perils.  The  heart  sickens  over  the  recital. 
And  in  proportion  as  we  feel  proud  and  glad  at  the  exhibition  of  the  Catho- 
lic Calvert’s  liberal  and  generous  policv  in  Maryland,  we  are  oppressed  and 
grieved  by  the  details  of  Catholic  persecutions  in  Ersgland  during  the  reign 
oi  M.;ry.  But  the  religions  toleration  wiiich  ilourished  under  a Catholic 
proprietor  in  the  New  World  grew  up  detiantlv  in  the  face  of  Catholic  illib- 
eraiity  in  the  Old  World.  It  was  precious  in  both  cases  ; but  more  perilous 
to  maintain  and  to  defend  in  tlie  latter  than  in  the  former.  Nor  were  the 
Puritans  mncli  safer  under  the  Protestant  rule  of  Elizabeth.  Proscriptive 
decrees  were  passed  against  them  commanding  conformity,  and  some  of  their 
most  beloved  leaders  were  executed.  But  still  their  increase  in  numbers 
could  not  be  arrested.  UnuVr  James  thev  sutlbred  fearfullv  ; and,  linaliy, 
in  order  to  worship  God  without  the  fear  of  man,  and  to  be  able  to  assert  the 
divine  right  or  consciejice,  m 1607  a number  of  reformers  tied  to  Hoilan't, 
where  they  arrived  after  terrible  privations.  They  remained  in  Holland 
about  eleven  year«-  In  16:20  they  left  for  the  New  World,  and  soon  after 
their  arrival  established  themselves  at  Plymouth.  Their  sufferings  for  long 
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years,  from  the  climate,  from  starvation,  from  the  ravages  of  the  Indians, 
and  fro.m  their  distant  foes,  as  we  read  in  their  sad  but  eloquent  story,  make 
the  heart  bleed.  Tiiroughout  all,  they  asserted  and  maintained  that  principle 
of  relii^ious  toleration  to  preserve  which  they  tied  from  their  fatherland. 
l^oj)ulatioM  advanced  slowly  for  long  years;  lew  followed  their  despairing 
fortunes;  but  through  aii  “they  worshiped  God  imder  their  own  vine  and 
under  their  own  fig  tree,  with  none  to  molest  or  to  make  them  afraid.’'  It 
would  coinpensate  for  the  trouble  if  some  eloquent  writer  would  go  back  to 
those  days  of  the  past,  and  contrast  the  perils  and  the  persecutions  endured 
by  these  early  Christians — tiie  loss  of  fortune  and  of  life — to  sustain  a prin- 
ciple now  madly  assailed  by  those  who  boast  at  the  same  time  of  beitig  the 
ofispiing  of  such  ancestors,  and  trample  their  holiest  prerogative  under  foot 
as  if  toleration  were  the  teaching  of  sin  itself ! 

In  1631,  however,  there  reached  the  shores  of  T^astaket  one  of  those 
men  whose  character  impresses  itself  upon  coming  generations,  and  whose 
virtues  outweigh  all  the  honors  of  merely  military  chieftains.  He  was  the 
champion  of  religious  toleration,  and  almost  its  martyr.  He  contended  for 
it  against  all  local  fanaticisms,  offended  his  own  friends  by  his  heroic  forti- 
tude, and  was  finally  expelled  from  the  iMassachusetts  colony  for  his  adhe- 
rence to  this  immortal  doctrine.  We  allude  to  Roger  'U^iliiams.  Let  those 
who  now  scoff  at  the  right  of  conscience,  and  who  dare  to  lay  their  hands 
upon  that  sacred  element  of  freedom— let  them  contemplate  the  character 
and  the  example  of  this  heroic  spirit;  and  if  they  do  not  feel  overwhelmed 
with  the  consciousness  of  their  own  insignificance  and  ingratitude,  we  shall 
be  deceived.  Behold  the  picture  of  this  brave  and  noble  leader  as  drawn 
by  the  glowing  pencil  of  Bancroft:  “ In  1631  he  was  but  little  more  than 
thirty  years  of  age  ; but  his  mind  had  alrearly  matured  a doctrine  which  se- 
cures him  an  immortality  of  fame,  as  its  application  has  given  religious 
peace  to  the  x\merican  world.  He  was  a Puritan,  and  a fugitive  from  Eng- 
lish persecution  ; but  his  wrongs  had  not  clouded  his  accurate  understand- 
ing ; in  the  capacious  recesses  of  his  mind  he  had  revolved  the  nature  of 
intolerance,  and  he,  and  he  alone,  had  arrived  at  the  great  principle  which 
is  its  sole  effectnal  remedy.  He  announced  his  discovery  under  the  simple 
pnjposilion  of  the  sanctity  of  conscience.  The  civil  magistrate  should  re- 
strain crime,  but  never  control  opinion  ; should  punish  guilt,  but  should  never 
violate  the  freedom  of  the  soul.  The  doctrine  contained  within  itself 
an  entire  reformation  of  theological  jurisprudence;  it  would  blot  from  the 
statute-book  the  felony  of  non-conformity  ; would  quench  the  fires  that  per- 
secution had  kept  so  long  burning;  would  repeal  every  law  cornpetiing  at- 
tendance on  public  wor.^hip;  would  abolish  tithes  and  all  forced  contributions 
to  the  maintenance  of  religion  ; would  give  an  equal  protection  to  every 
form  of  religious  faith  ; and  never  surfer  the  authority  of  the  civil  govern- 
meat  to  be  enlisted  against  the  mosque  of  the  Mussulman  or  the  altar  of  the 
fire  worshiper,  against  the  Jewish  synagogue  or  Roman  cath.^dral.  ’S'  * ^ 

“ But  the  principles  of  Roger  \V  liliams  led  hint  into  perpetual  collision 
with  the  clergy  and  governm.ent  of  Massachusetts.  It  had  ever  been  their 
custom  to  respect  the  church  of  England,  and  in  the  mother  country  they 
frequented  its  service  without  scruple;  yet  its  principles  and  its  adminis- 
tration were  harshly  exclusive.  Williams  would  hold  no  communion  with 
intolerance;  for,  said  he,  ‘the  doctrine  of  persecution  for  cause  of  con- 
.science  is  most  evidently  and  lamentably  contrary  to  the  doctrine  of  Christ 
Jesus.’’*  * ^ ^ ^ * 

“ Bat  the  controversy  finally  turned  on  the  question  of  the  rights  and  duty 
ol  magistrates  to  guard  the  minds  of  the  people  against  corruption,  and  to 
l>unish  what  would  seem  to  them  error  and  heresy.  ^Magistrates,  Mdiliams 
protested,  are  but  the  agents  of  the  people,  or  its  trustees,  on  whom  no  spir- 
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itiial  power  in  matters  of  worship  can  ever  be  conferred;  since  conscience 
belongs  to  the  individiinl,  and  is  not  the  property  of  the  body  politic  : and 
with  admirable  dialectics  clothing  the  great  truth  in  its  boldest  and  most  gen- 
eral forms,  he  asserted  that  the  civil  magistrate  may  not  intermeddle  even 
to  stop  a church  from  apostacy  and  heresy  ; ‘that  this  power  extends  only 
to  the  bodies  and  goods  and  outward  estates  of  men.’  With  corresponding 
distinctne-^s,  he  foresaw  the  influence  of  his  principles  on  society.  ‘I'ho 
removal  of  the  voke  of  soul-oppression,’  to  use  the  words  in  which,  at  a 
later  day,  he  confirmed  his  early  view,  ‘as  it  will  prove  an  act  of  mercy  and 
righteousness  to  the  enslaved  nations,  so  it  is  of  binding  force  to  engage  the 
whole  and  everv  interest  and  conscience  to  preserve  the  common  liberty 
and  peace.’ 

“ When  summajned  to  appear  before  the  general  court',  he  avowed  his 
convictions  in  the  presence  of  the  i-epresentatives  of  the  state,  ‘maintained 
the  rocky  strength  of  his  grounds.’  and  declared  himself  ‘ready  to  be  bound 
and  banished,  and  even  to  die  in  New  England,’  rather  than  renounce  the 
opinions  which  had  dawned  upon  his  mind  in  the  clearness  of  light.  At  a 
time  when  Germany  was  the  battle-field  for  all  Europe  in  the  implacable 
wars  of  religion:  when  even  Holland  was  bleeding  v;ith  the  anger  of 

vengeful  factions;  when  France  was  still  to  go  through  tlie  fearful  struggle 
with  bigotry  ; when  England  was  gasping  under  the  despotism  of  intoler- 
ance, almos.t  half  a century  bofoi'e  A'illiam  Penn  became  an  Ameiacan  pro- 
prietary, and  two  years  before  Descartes  founded  modern  philosophy  on 
the  method  of  free  reflection,  Koger  Williams  asserted  the  doctrine  of  in- 
tellectual liberty.  It  became  his  glory  to  found  a state  on  that  principle, 
and  to  stamp  himself  upon  its  rising  institutions  in  characters  so  deep  that 
the  impress  has  remained  to  the  present  day,  and  can  never  be  erased  with- 
out the  total  destruction  of  the  work.  The  principles  which  he  first  sus- 
tained amidst  the  bickerings  of  a colonial  parish,  next  asserted  in  the  gen- 
eral court  of  Ma.ssachuseUs,  and  then  introduced  into  the  wilds  on  Norra- 
gansett  bay,  he  soon  found  occasion  to  publish  to  the  world,  and  to  defend 
as  the  basis  of  t lie  religious  freedom  of  mankind:  so  tliat,  borrowing  the 
rhetoric  employed  by  his  antagonist  in  derision,  we  may  compare  him  to  the 
lark,  the  pleasant  bird  of  the  peaceful  summer,  that,  ‘atfecting  to  soar  aloft, 
springs  upward  from  tlie  ground,  takes  his  rise  from  pale  to  tree,’ and  at  last, 
surmounting  the  highest  hills,  utters  his  dear  carols  through  the  skie.s  of 
morning.  Ha  vras  the  first  person  in  modern,  Christendom  to  assert  in  its 
plenitude  the  doctrine  of  the  liberty  of  conscience,  the  equality  of  opinions 
before  lawn  and  in  its  d-'’fence  he  was  the  harbinger  of  Milton,  tlie  precursor 
and  the  superior  of  .Jeremy  Taylor.”  ^ ^ 

[After  being  expelled  from  olassachusetts,- Roger  Williams  went  out  to 
seek  a home  for  him.^elf;] 

“ It  was  in  .Terre  that  the  law-giver  of  Rhode  fsland,  w’ith  five  compan- 
ions, embarked  on  the  stream  ; a frail  Indian  canoe  contained  the  founder  of 
an  independent  state  and  its  earliest  citizens.  Tradition  ha.s-  marked  the 
spring  near  which  they  landed  : it  is  the  parent  spot,  the  first  inhabited  nook 
of  Rhode  Island.  To  express  his  unbroken  confidence  in  the  mercies  cl 
God,  Williams  called  the  place  Piiovidence.  ‘I  desired,’  said  he,  fit  might 
be  fora  shelter  for  persons  distressed  for  conscience.’  ” 

These  are  taken  from  examples  of  American  history  long  before  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  and  before  the  declaration  of  indenendence.  We  sliall  re- 
serve to  another  occasion  the  reprodurth'-i  t|;e  model  character  of  William 
Penn — a portrait  entitled  to  a high  place  in  the  galaxy  of  which  Calvert  and 
Williams  were  unfading  stars.  But  what  a retrospect  is  opened  to  tlie  in- 
quiring mind  by  these  reminiscenses  ! We  see  a simple  Bible  truth — a piam 
principle  in  politics — prevaiUng  over  bigotted  and  cruel  kings,  ^Vc  see  tlie 


bsi  '^  ■ 

93<wbrtti«i  ;hoTOVs€i5  Wf  fruo  mtfnow  lo  jrt!>f!^m  tii  i^wdq  f«ii1c 

iKm  <*«tJ  V)  >ori  .fmf^Hihnf  ?»t<t  oJ 

-fl*»^  J'^ffi  f>no  i»i  d)iii1  jj;t»^  ?^ri1  grrhOob  BtMJaMarih  sMaiimhn  dJiV 

iicfVd  5ofl  y^fji  ^Ji?jMi;^/.f.i  liyi!»  54^  aif  ,tmiol  lci3 

Y*.o^  i9Wocf  Mrt?  hfti:  y:>&ito<]5  mo^  c qoh  ol 

•yfiit^aoq?on6?  ffliV^  '.n»m  >o  U->  biirwlJo’fan*  eboo^  bn*  naibod  &Hl  oi 
fsdT*  .ytaltior  no  ^»!^^nHn>)^?b 

n 1*  .d;*«dw  ni  ei)i«w  sidy  ^ 

htw  yorr^wn  lo  lin  , vnfif>  %id  boi&*iftoo!»  ori 

**f0  cd  omo>  16  »i  ti  r.a  b^vftl^no  oiff€fl  ee^/t*tK)9ld»i 

viT^tl  n^mmoo  <rt  bn^i  U^^fni'\w9  bn«  !>lort*/r 

' • ♦ • ^ V ^ i % . < > ♦ bo« 

*id  byvoY*  ^huQo  imoo'^  ^)#it  !rtc9-:^d  bom>mmHa  nyriVf ’* 

bf»ni«Jnki‘n»  ?dl  n^  ^’noiiatvno*) 

brnfinf  »d  n1  ybh^t'  ’ii^r)iM  Id  4fiJ 

5kO  w*ii<  ^:‘n¥i  ri  aiU  oi  l»mr  ^bodaintd  bn* 


-nafel.nl:  lo  :c!  yiJ^rdJiiW 

-oiq  fJt'onditf’A' fi*  it 

no  vrtifoeolidq  a??rt  oioW^  bnA  ,“yi®ld'nq 

-oi  1o  dnrdoob  .5d>  .)o;  ' 

,yfqb{ii#  i fdi  ito  ' “x?^%  irfti  f 

sail  q<if»o  w 

-d)ft«?-ib*>f4y?>  9^  6fl')  of  adl ' ".' 

9{f) 

•cTt^  nl  'k^filKun^  1'^tt^k^r  c 'fe  fMm  i>9m&i  '*^f' 

•jmisK  no  ^bTt'w-'  'ojj[] 

bfi'i'^nb  if)  bm  noiii^ado  bdbol 

5lfj  toiv?O^V»d'. 

Siii:  of  ndifyi<rq'^o’^ ' '•jd'f>1»'^tqfiif»  oHof^rfi 
,t)oh  Ut!ht  ot  V InM  arf)'  ,,3h^f 

,1nrM  iei  iMtic  t^miqt'-' 

>o  ♦fO'i'iy  flrdf  :*!Mi " wot>«  ' ^niJ*mionini!fi " 

fejfi  ni  ho?j*s:  ^pj'  m<'r>ii4it^Wrb''^'' 

»no?’?aqO',Tl6  'fJltjjn'pd  ^a4  — :i- 

ioeim0iq  0iif  ,dr4fiM'  ’ 


o)  tr#o  Jndiv  ijm^fili 

-nwjmori  ipfir 
^0  idbaaoi  aril 

®i(J  ■ bflbhn^''  '^aif^foill^iiiiT  ^ ,,.^' ,.u 

yiijoii^hsiSUatf^  JiiHWi  ^ " -' 

\o  tyjo-ioni  ‘0iil  ni  oooi>bl!i^  dbiio^i^lo 


0? 


■J'rbi»m  Jit.  ;4i4  ^ 


tol  9d  ^ 

-0791  sdJ  9V.if^^  ir*oiVn5ilfii  yte  ?^yriX 

nif  dbVf  lb  tii>oT'ij;do  b>iK«^  ayjiiii 

d>frtW  jiAl  m £ ol  bobfJna  Jlniioq 

-m  3<U  t»)  banoqd  y.r.^f!>^q«ioyj6y  n bIrd’V  JwH  .^*J«  T^ibAlnw  f^idTr  «m*illi7f 
bJdi8'«I^o‘»k;i  »*# 'bniiin 
oiij  99$  57/  .if^nU  bnio'bnjt  Wlio^ld  t^y<>  af  *iq|3»nq^ 


287 

* f 

wisest  statesmen  of  a brilliant  reign  yielding  to  this  principle  : men  perish- 
in'"^  for  it  at  the  burning  stake  in  order  that  posterity  might  feel  its  value  ; 
others  stealing  otT  to  strange  lands  with  their  feeble  waves  and  little  chil- 
dren ; others  hunted  like  wild  beasts,  and  finally  Christians  flying  for  a 
refuge  from  intolerance  to  a far-distant  W'orld — a new  asylum — and  meet- 
iag  there  the  rigors  of  a harsh  climate,  of  prostrating  diseases,  of  sav- 
age-foes— all  that  the  seed  of  religious  freedom  and  liberty  of  conscience 
inigfit  not  perish,  but  might  be  the  beginning  of  a great  nation  in  the  future 
under  the  canopy  of  whose  institutions  all  nations  might  find  a home,  safe 
from  king  and  Kaiser,  screened  from  fanaticism  and  hatred,  and  equal 
alike  before  God  and  man  ! 


One  of  the  first  bad  deeds  of  the  Know  Noth' r.g  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
after  his  electiou  in  1855,  was  the  disbanding  of  several  military  companies, 
com  nosed  of  foreign  born  citizens. 

John  Mitchell,  the  Irish  patriot  and  refugee,  piibiisiied  the  following  ad- 
mirable and  scathing  article  upon  the  subject  in  his  paper.  The  Citizen. 

DISARMIXGr  OF  CITIZENS— THE  FIRST  STEP  TOWARDS  DES- 
POTISM. 

He  must  be  a grossly  ignorant  Celt,  indeed,  who  does  not  know  the  principles 
of  Republican  freedom  better  than  Mr.  Gardner,  Governor  of  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  G -.rdner  holds  that  the  foreigner  shall  enjoy  all  the  blessings  of  this 
country;  but  that  the  natives  shall  enntinue  to  administer  the  laws,  a -oording 
to  their  own  judgment  and  the  example  of  their  fathers.’''  Therefore  Governor 
Gardner  has  not  the  least  idea  what  the  blessings  of  this  country  are  (or  rather 
v:>^re)  wlien  he  excludes  from  the  number  of  those  blessings  the  equal  capacity 
of  all  citizens  to  administer  the  laws”  and  to  do  every  other  civic  duty  and 
exercise  every  other  civic  right.  When  he  presumes  to  cite  the  example  of  bis 
fathers  f<ir  this,  if  he  means  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  he  is  right  enough  ; — for  they 
had  little  notion  of  republican  freedom  or  any  other  freedom — but  if  be  means 
the  Fathers  of  the  American  Revolution,  then  he  blasphemes  his  fathers  and 
stultiOed  his  fathers' son.  His  fatl  ers  did  not  call  a naturalized  citizen  the 
foreigTiOr  his  fathers  did  not  claim  for  natives  the  sol;^ administration  of  the 
law.  His  fathers  knew  what  were  the  blessings  of  the  Revolution  they  achieved 
and  of  the  country  they  created  ; and  they  made  laws  invitbvj  all  mankind  to 
couic  and  participate  in  those  blessings  upon  equal  terms.  His  fathers  little 
thougiit  they  would  be  so  unlucky  as  to  beget  a Know  Nothing. 

However,  lie  has  begun  the  work  ; knowing  nothing,  and  we  suppose  caring 
nothing,  h'jw  it  luay  eiid.  To  cultivate  a living  and  energetic  nationality — 
to  doveiop  a high  and  vital  patriotism,”  he  has  commenced  bis  term  of  otiice  bv 
T.vsuing  an  order  to  disband  all  militia  companT^s  of  the  State,  whose  members 
wore  horn  in  other  lauds — or  as  he  clearly  exorcsses  it,  Companie.s  compose:! 
of  foreign  birth.”  V,  hethur  he  has  by  law  the  power  to  carry  iii.s  ukase  inro 
GTeci  is  another  question,  which  we  are  glad  to  see  will  bo  tried  widi  him  out 
in  the  mean  time,  so  far  as  n him  lies,  he  revokes  the  invitaiion  of  his  fathers 
nj(r:r  if  has  been  accepted  b / millions  of  inon — after  they  have  aband^med  tlie 
crowded  uvA  crashed  land-  of  Euro[;e,  their  home,  their  kindred,  an  i whnt 
citiz<  n.Jiip  they  had  there, — and  declares  his  resolution  to  cheat  them,  by  penal 
disabilities  and  disqualidcations,  which  would  make  them  citizens  but  in  name, 
helots  in  fact. 
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This  is  what  Governor  Gardner  calls  Americanizinf'  America.  But  he  lias 
other  plans,  this  learned  Governor — “ To  retain  the  Bible  (that  is  the  Prote.S' 
tant  Bible)  j:n  our  Common  Schools,  and  to  keep  -entire  the  separation  of  the 
Church  and  the  State.""  Obviously  he  is  in  a state  of  the  most  innocent  uncon- 
sciousness that  these  two  suggestions  destroy  one  another.  To  expend  t!io  taxes 
of  the  vrhole  people  in  iriaintaining  institutions  (call  them  schools  or  eonventi- 
clcs,  or  what  you  will)  that  only  a part  of  the  people  can  use  by  reason  of  some 
one  sort  of  religion  being  taught  there — this  is  not  separation,  but  connexion, 
of  Church  and  State.  Wc  do  not  mean  to  make  an  elaborate  criticism  on  the 
Massachusetts  inaugural.  It  is  all  like  what  we  have  quoted — ignorance,  bad 
sense,  bad  feeling,  and  bad  English.  But  what  we  do  mean  to  do  is  to  address 
a few  words  of  'advice  to  naturalized  citizens  in  the  premises. 

It  may  be  assumed  that  Governor  Gardner’s  principles  and  measures  will  ia 
the  present  temper  of  the  public  mind,  be  popular,  and  bo  imitated  in  other 
States.  In  fact  Know  Nothing  Governors  may  even  aUempt  to  improve  upon 
them,  and  invent  some  original  and  more  ingenious  oppression.  It  would  pot  be 
easy,  just  now  to  go  too  far  in  that  direction.  It  is  full  time  that  the  people  against 
whom  all  these  blow's  and  insults  are  aimed  should  take  counsel  together,  should 
ascertain  whether  they  are  indeed  citizens  in  the  true  and  full  meaning  of  tlio 
term,  if  not,  then  what  position  they  are  to  consider  themselves  as  holding  in 
America  henceforth, — anil  in  the  mean  time  what  measures  can  be  taken  to 
avert  the  evils  which  the  present  proscription  may  bring  upon  themselves  and 
their  adopted  country. 

In  the  first  place  we  must  remark  the  fact  which  no  doubt  Governor  Ganlnor 
knows  well  enough — that  the  separate  military  organizations,  whether  of  Irish 
or  of  German  citizens,  although  certainly  an  evil,  are  fully  as  much  owing  to 
the  separate  organizatioLis  of  native  Americans  as  to  any  disposition  on  the  part 
of  either  Irish  or  Germans  to  isolate  themselves.  There  are  companies  in  New 
York  which  do  not  admit  a foreign-born  soldier,  and  doubtless  in  Boston  too. 
These  native  Americans  will  not  take  the  word  of  command  from  a foreign-born 
oiheer ; so  that  if  a naturalized  citizen,  no  matter  how  educated  and  inteliigent, 
were  even  admitted  into  those  corps  he  must  be  a full  private.  The  plain  cou- 
sec|uence  is  that  naturalized  citizens  desirous  of  bearing  arms  under  the  flag  of 
their  adopted  country,  if  they  vWl  not  submit  to  humiliation,  whosi!  form  corps 
of  their  own.  \\'e  say  this  is  an  evil ; but  it  is  directly  produced  by  the  intol- 
erance of  the  natives;  yet  the  natives  think  themselves  entitled  to  ery  out  in 
condemnation  of  it. 

Since  the  CtTiZEN  was  estabdshed,  seeing  that  the  existence  of  separate  Irish, 
German  and  Native  American  companies  could  not  be  helped,  we  have  earnestly 
endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  Irish  soldier,  what  indeed  w'O  believe  every 
Irish  soldier  feels  without  being  tutored — that  he  bears  arms  solely  for  his 
adopted  country,  whose  laws  bo  is  bound  to  obey,  and  whose  flag  and  eocstiia- 
tion  he  is  to  defend  with  his  life.  We  have  loudly  condemned  the  anomaly 
and  absurdity  of  what  is  called  “ the  Irish  vote,"  (another  mischief  invented 
and  used  by  American  politicians)  and  exhorted  our  countrymen  not  to  vote  rn 
masses  or  in  batches,  as  Irishmen,  nor  sutr.m  electioneering  intriguers  to  “ nviko 
capital"  of  them  by  a few  blarneying  phrases.  We  have  preached  to  them  that 
here  they  are  never  to  forget  they  are  Americans,  and  exhorted  thorn  to  be  oi'^o- 
dient  to  the  laws,  and  t:>  rely  on  the  justice  of  their  fellow  citizens  and  on  mo 
majesty  of  the  coostitu  ion. 

We  rc'pcat  that  aJvic  ; still  more  earnestly  7ww.  Let  no  irritation  at  an  in- 
solent o.ggrO'sion  tenqU  us  to  be  false  to  the  obiigadons  we  have  taken  up-nn  u-^. 
In  the  diliicaUies  that  are  approaching,  let  the  Know  Nothings  be  still,  as  thuv 
are  now,  wholly  in  the  wrong. 

But  w'hat  is  of  more  importance  still — submit  to  no  brand  of  inferiority,  no 
shadow  of  disparagement;  at  the  band  of  these  natives.  You  are  their  eijuals 
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by  law;  you  are  their  equals  every  way.  ]QIsbandment  of  a military  company 
is  a direct  imputation  of  misconduct : and  we  are  happy  to  find  that  Uol.  Butler 
of  Ijoweli  refuses  to  brook  the  outrage.  ■ He  deciinos  to  transmit  the  order  for 
disbandment  to  bds  captains,  invites  a Court  Martial,  and  appeals  to  the  law — 
for  there  is  still  an  appeal  to  the  law.  And  the  Shields’  Artillery  of  Boston, 
have  taken  like  action  in  the  case.  If,  however,  the  tinal  decision  be  against 
them  and  against  Col.  Butler,  and  if  the  military  companies  of  foreign  birth 
are  actually  disarmed  and  disbanded,  then  for  every  musket  given  into  the 
State  Armory,  let  three  be  purchased  forthwith  ; let  independent  companies  bo 
formed,  thrice  as  numerous  as  the  disbanded  corps — there  are  no  Arms  Acts 
here  yet — and  let  every  ^Moreigner”  be  drilled  and  trained,  and  have  his  arras 
always  ready.  For  you  may  be  very  sure,  (having  some  experience  in  that 
matter)  that  those  who  begin  by  disarming  yon,  mean  to  do  you-a  mischief. 

Be  careful  not  to  truckle  in  the  smallest  particular  to  American  prejudices. 
Yield  not  a single  jot  of  your  own  ; for  you  have  as  good  a right  to  your  preju- 
dices as  they.  Do  not,  by  any  mean.s,  suffer  Gardner’s  Bible  to  be  thrust  down 
your  throats.  Do  not  abandon  your  post,  or  renounce  your  functions,  as  citizens 
or  as  soldiers,  but  after  resort  to  the  last  and  highest  tribunal  of  law  open  to 
you  ; keep  the  peace  : attempt  no  demonstrations discourage  drunkenness, 
and  stand  to  your  arms.  . 

It  is  hardly  to  be  conceived  that  the  madness  of  faction  and  the  insolence  of 
race  will  proceed  to  such  a length  as  to  disarm  independent  companies,  or  private 
men.  If  they  do,  then  the  Constitution  is  at  an  end — the  allegiance  you  have 
sworn  to  this  Hepublic  is  annulled. 

Would  to  God  that  thoughtful  and  just  Americans  would  bethink  themselves 
in  time.  They  are  strong : they  far  outnumber  the  foreign  born  : they 
are  proud  and  flashod  with  national  gbry  and  prosperity ; doubtless  ’they 
cc??i.  if  they  will,  do  great  and  grievous  wrong  to  a race  that  has  never  wronged 
them  : — but  seriously,  earhestiy  we  assure  them,  the  naturalized  citizcn.s  will 
not  submit.  This  senseless  feud  must  be  reconciled  : there  must  be  peace  : 
peace  or  else  a v/ar  of  extermination.  \Ye  are  here  on  American  ground,  either 
as  citizens  or  as  enemies. 


HAS  EMIGRATION  INJURED  OUR  COUNTRY  ? 

It  is  stated — v/e  know  not  how  truly — that  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin  haS' 
nnanimou.sly  pn.ssed  resolutions  again.^t  a-uy  alteration  of  the  naturalization  laws. 
This  item  of  news  has  suggested  some  reflections  On  the  subject  of  emigration, 
which  may  not  be  inapplicable  to  present  politics. 

In  1840  the  entire  population  of  Wisconsin  was  30,945. 

In  1850  the  entire  population  of  Wisconsin  was  305,391 — being  an  increase 
in  tc-n  years  of  086.^8  per  cent.  ! 

Of  this  305,391  souls,  110,477  were  born  in  foreign  countries,  and  but  54,479 
within  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

*'  There  are  many  other  evidences  of  the  value  of  emigration  which  deserve 
notice. 

Chicago,  that  wonder  of  the  lakes,  which  twelve  years  ago  was  no  larger  than 
an  ordinary  village,  <and  which  is  now  one  of  the  groat  depots  of  the  far  West-,, 
had  a popul'ition  oi  39,000  two  years  ago.  Of  this  number  about  one  half 
composed  of  citizens  born  in  ot.her  countries. 

^ lake  ne.vt  the  city  of  Miiwaukie,  5Visconsin,  which  has  only  risen  into  notice 
within  a few  years,  cand  we  find  there  a population  of  20,000  three  years  ago,  of 
VvliieU  12,782  are  adopted  citizens  from  Germany  and  Ireland. 
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Cincinnati,  the  queen  city  of  the  West,  has  a population  of  115,435,  of  which 
54,500  are  adopted  citizens  from  Germany  and  Ireland. 

St.  Louis  is  another  wonder.  In  1852  it  had  a population  of  about  78,000, 
of  which  38,897  were  born  in  foreign  countries — chiefly  from  England,  Wales, 
Ireland  and  Germany. 

New  Orleans  has  a population  of  50,470  native-born  to  48,601  foreign-born— 
mainly  from  Ireland,  France  and  Germany. 

Petroit  numbers  11,055  native  to  9,927  foreign-born. 

Poston  has  St5,94S  native  to  46,667  foreie:n-bora. 

Philadelphia  has  286,346  native  to  121,699  foreign-born. 

It  appears,  says  the  Compendium  of  the  Census,  compiled  by  Mr.  DeBow, 
that  there  w'ere,  in  1850,  in  the  United  States,  961,719  persons  born  in  Ire- 
land; 278,675  born  in  England;  70,550  in  Scotland;  29,868  in  Wales — ma- 
king a total  for  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  of  1,340,812,  which  is  considerably 
more  than  one  half  of  the  total  foreign-born  residents  in  the  United  States.  If  Bri- 
tish America  be  added,  (147,711,)  there  will  be  a total  of  1,488,523,  which 
makes  two  thirds  of  the  total  foreign-born.  From  France  there  are  54,069  ; from 
Prussia,  10,549;  from  the  rest  of  Germany,  573,225;  and  some  80,000  from 
other  countries,  including  Mexico. 

Closely  and  inseparably  connected  with  this  view  of  the  subject,  are  the  enor- 
mous and  increasing  resources  opened  by  this  emigration  to  our  commerce,  ma- 
nufactures, agriculture,  and  hence  to  the  revenues  of  the  general  jrovernment. 
The  amount  of  shipping. employed  is  itself  an  item  worthy  of  reflection.  New 
York,  which  is  the  point  at  which  most  of  the  emigration  from  the  Old  World 
arrives,  thence  to  take  its  departure  over  the  States  of  the  Union,  had  in  l^’fll 
a tonnage  ec^ual  to  21,726,634,  and  in  thirty  years  after  (1851)  its  tonnoge  was 
eriual  to  106,508,635  I This  ratio  holds  good  as  to  other  cities.  We  liave  no 
data  by  which  to  estimate  the  large  amount  of  coin  that  follows  and  accompa- 
nies emigration  to  the  United  States;  and  this  is  ah  element  of  first-rate  im- 
portance. Arrest  emigration  and  the  first  interest  to  feel  the  blow  will  be  that 
of  commerce. 

What  emigration  has  done  for  agriculture,  the  statistics  of  the  Western  States 
will  show  to  the  curious  inquirer.  Every  foot  of  uncultivated  soil  that  is  res- 
cued for  the  purposes  of  civilization  by  the  teeming  thousands  that  pour  into 
the  wilderness  of  the  far  West  is  made  to  add  to  the  enormous  products  that 
have  made  this  the  granary  of  the  W'orld,  and  to  every  other  interest  in  every 
State  of  the  UnioHy  because  where  these  masses  of  citizens  do  not  produce  they 
consume,  giving  to  manufacturers  a market  on  the  one  hand,  and  aiding  to  feed 
starving  millions  upon  the  other. 

There  is  probably  no  element  that  enters  so  largely,  and  at  the  same  time  so 
convincingly,  into  the  discussion  of  the  question  of  the  value  of  emigration  to 
the  United  States,  as  that  which  relates  to  the  public  lands.  Here  is  a subject 
worthy  of  the  noblest  efibrrs  of  the  intellect.  Kegarded  from  every  point  of 
view,  it  inspires  the  m-iSt  profound  ideas,  and  fills  the  mind  of  the  citizen  with 
sublime  anticipations  of  his  country’s  greatness.  Indissolubly  connected  with 
the  question  of  revenue,  it  suggests  to  us  a bulwark  against  a world  in  arms. 
In  peace  it  promises  to  support  a government  without  taxation,  and  so  enforces 
the  groat  idea  of  free  trade  wdth  the  nations  of  the  earth.  In  war  it  funii  -hes 
us  with  the  means. to  protect  ourselves  against  the  invader.  Every  year  fills  up 
new  expanses  of  the  public  domain;  and'  yet,  as  8tate  after  State  is  recovered 
from  the  gloom  and  the  dcsolitiou  of  centuries  of  ignorance  and  of  neglect, 
other  regions  are  opened  t.)  the  energies  of  our  race,  startling  all  the  peonies  ot 
the  globe  with  stories  of  il'iinitable  natural  resources.  The  policy  of  the  go- 
vernment has  not  fallen  below  tlie  majestic  dignity  of  this  subject,  in  ail  its  re- 
lations, social  and  political,  (.ihiefly,  however,  has  it  beea  considered  as  belong- 
ing to  that  class  of  interests  which  look  beyond  the  present,  and  connect  them- 
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selves  with  the  future.  The  following  brief  and  shilling  paragraph  in  the  Pre- 
sident's last  annual  message  contains  a volume  of  food  for  patriotic  thought : 

“ During  the  last  fiscal  year,"  eleven  million  seventy  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty-five  acres  of  the  public  lands  have  been  surveyed,  and  eight  million 
one  huu<ired  and  ninety  thousand  and  seven  teen  acres  brought  into  market. 
The  number  of  acres  sold  is  seven  million  thirty-five  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  thirty-five,  and  the  amount  received  therefor  niue  niilliou  two  hundred  and 
eighty-five  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars.  The  aggregate 
amount  of  lands  sold,  located  under  military  scrip  and  land  warrants,  selected 
as  .swamp  lands  by  states,  and  by  locating  under  grants  for  roads,  is  upwards  of 
twenty-three  millions  of  acres.  The  increase  of  lands  sold  over  the  previous 
year  is -about  six  millions  of  acres;  and  the  sales  during  the  two  first  quarters 
qi  the  current  year  present  the  extraordinary  result  of  five  and  a,  half  millions 
sold,  exceeding  by  nearly  four  millions -of  acres  the  sales  of  the  corresponding 
quarters  of  the  last  year.’'^ 

It  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  retrace  the  history  of  emigration  for  the 
last  twenty  years,  and  especially  for  the  last  ten  years,  to  show  how  and  by 
whom  these  Iar*<.l5  are  purchased.  ^ AVhiie  the  government  liberalizes  ics  laws, 
cheapens  its  public  lauds,  and  peacefully  treats  wdth  the  aborigines,  the  doctrines 
of  our  forefathers  are  equally  respected  and  applied,  and  the  oppressed  and 
down-trodden  of  the  Old  World  come  hitherwards  to  help  the  i-aui^c  of  enliohi- 
enecl  liberty  on  these  shores,  and  to  find  homes  fior  thcmsdccs,  with  none  to  mo- 
lest or  to  mahe  them  afraid.  ^Vq  thus  fulfil  ennobling  duties  to  ourselves  and 
hold  out  ennobling  inducements  to  all  our  fellow-beings.  We  reduce  our  pub- 
lic debt,  lighten  the  burdens  of  taxation  to  our  citizens,  open  the  pathway  to 
religion  and  civilizirLion,  where  for  thousands  of  years  untutored  nature  reigned 
supremo,  and  reward  those  who  have  fought  our  battles  against  the  common  fo-e. 
AVho  does  not  see  how  such  a picture  held  up  before  the  hunted  and  the  starv- 
ing masses  of  ancient  kingdoms  is  like  a voice  from  God  himself  calling  them 
hitherwards?  It  is  He  who  speaks  in  these  wonderful  and  manifold  evidences 
of  Hi.s  gooVmess  and  His  glory.  And  when  the  emigrants  come,  answering  to 
us,  as  the  agents  of  the  Supreme  Duler,  do  they  take  from  us  without  giving  in 
return  ? Do  they  not  aid  to  make  the  wilderness  blossom  as  the  rose — to  dig 
the  canal — to  heave  the  ponderous  granite  from  its  time-worn  caves — to  stretch, 
the  long  line  of  railroad — to  pay  taxes — and  to  contend  against  our  eneniies  at 
home  and  abroad  ?,  But  more  than  this  : Leaving  the  material  advantages  thus 
given  on  the  one  band,  and  returaed  a tliousand-fuld  upon  the  other,  to  those 
who  delight  in  such  calculations,  who  will  estimate  the  general  advantage  to 
tho''e  rational  principles  of  freedom,  and  of  civilization  and  of  law,  secured  to 
us  by  these  additions  to  our  population  ? Exceptions,  indeed,  there  are  to  this 
rule — <leplor:ibIe  exceptions.  And  so  were  there  exceptions  after  the  revolu- 
tion.iry  war  am.ung  a native-born  people,  who  rebelled  iu  the  face  of  sacred  ob- 
ligations, and  resisted  the  delegated  authority  with  the  strong  arm.  But  the 
problem  has  been  too  fully  and  too  clearly  solved  in  regard  to  emigrants  to  this 
country.  Here  ail  nations  mingle  and  make  up  a race  such  as  the  sun  has  ne- 
ver shone  upon,  and  the  feature  that  towers  most  prominently  iu  all  the  States — 
tiiar  arrests  and  converts,  if  it  does  not  denounce  and  overwhelm,  every  element 
of  fueign  tumult,  transpe.iued  here — is  the  feature  tiiat  when  men  woiiM  to 
truly  free  they  must  be  cbedient  to  the  laws  they  tbemseives  have  mavio,  or 
sworn  to  respect.  And  t'  is  is  the  rock  upon  which  for  fifty  years  a popular 
government  has  stood,  an,i  upon  >vhich  it  now  stands  itronxer  than  ever.  Tlr.=^, 
too,  is  the  rock  upon  which  absurd  prophesic.s  and  craven  fears  have  b'^en  shi- 
vered to  atoms. 

The  narrow  bigot,  or  the  selfish  demagog  ic,  may  choose  to  extract  apprehen- 
sions from  these  observations^  but  we  advise  him  to  adjourn  his  criticisms.  Wo 
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advise  him  to  leave  as  a legacy  to  the  future  his  present  persecutions  and  plots : 
and  there  can  be  little  danger  of  the  issue;  for  if  he  icill  try  his  theories  no\r, 
he- must  rest  on  a more  enduring  basis  than  mere  proscription  and  envy.  He 
must  erect  his  standard  higher  than  the  secret  cells  of  midnight  schemers.  He 
must  raise  his  voice  in  a purer  atmosphere  than  that  which  exhales  from  oath- 
bound  orgies.  He  may  riot  for  a day  in  the  excitement  resulting  from  intoxi- 
cating prejudices  and  glittering  promises.  But  he  must  oppose  argurn.ents  to 
facts,  truth  to  history,  great  thoughts  and  practical  benefits  to  the  solid  and  in- 
spiring record  that  we  Iiold  up  before  his  eyes.  Who  cannot  realize  such  a 
prospect  in  the  not  too  distant  future,  when  the  1-^acific  slope  will  swarm  with 
human  beings ; when  the  untrodden  empires  that  now  belong  to  our  country 
will  be  peopled  with  freemen ; when  we  have  re.scued  the  suffering  nations  of 
this  hemisphere,  by  the  force  ot  a peaceful  example,  from  the  sword  and  the 
bayonet;  when  our  lake.s,  on  all  their  borders,  vriil  fulfil  the  destiny  that  awaits 
them,  and  renew  there  the  glories  of  the  ancient  republics;  when  in  all  the 
work!  there  is  no  tyrant ; and  v/heu  there  need  be  no  emigrants  to  this  land, 
because  toleration,  equality,  and  peace  will  be  the  common  blessings  of  the 
whole  family  of  man  ? 


HOSTILITY  TO  EMICrBATIOX. 


The  following  powerful  articles  appeared  in  the  ^yashingtGn  Union  during  the 
canvass  in  Virginia,  and  as  they  have'been  ascribed  to  two  of  the  most  distin- 
guished statesmen  of  the  Democratic  party,  we  republish  them.  In  learning 
and  research,  they  equal  any  writings  of  the  canvass. 


Hosiiliiy  io  Emigration — To  the  Extension  of  the  American  Union — To  ilie 
Rights  of  the  Siates  and  the  Rights  of  the  Citizen — Aml^  FinaJJg,  io  the 
Constitution  of  the  Iniited  Elates — iNYze,  as  heretofore,  Integral  Eoriions  of 
Federal  Creed. 

Now  that  a party  has  arisen  In  our  midst,  boldly  avowing  the  wmrst  doctrines 
of  the  old  alien  law,  and  striking  down  its  victims  by  an  illegal  secret  process, 
it  will  serve  a good  purpose  t<‘  trace  its  relationship  to  the  federal  sources  from 
which  it  springs.  V e cannot  better  illustrate  and  establish  the  parentage  of 
this  party  than  by  again  taking  up  the  subject  upon  which  we  yesterday  ad- 
dreseed  some  observations  to  the  readers  of  the  Vr asliington  Union.  This  party 
is  federal  in  its  origin,  in  ks  instinct.'^,  and  its  designs;  but  in  nothing  can  this 
he  more  clearly  shown  than  in  its  relations  to  the  future  disposition  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  in  it.s  hostility  to  enugrarion,  in  its  abolition  proclivities,  and  in  its 
opposition  to  the  erection  or  new  bhates.  General  Hayne,  of  South  Carolina, 
in  his  great  speech  in  reply  to  oir.  V ehster  m 1830,  eloquentlv  pointed  where 
the  federal  party  and  w hore  the  Democratic  party  respectivelv  stand  on  the 
question  of  the  public  lauds.  ^ ^IVhat  was  true  of  both  m 1S30.  is  faithfaily 
correct  in  regard  to  them  in  H55.  Y/c  copy  from  that  speech  as  follows : 


<<  ■'tVhen  the  gentlei  lan  refers  to  the  conditions  of  the  grants  under  which  the 
United  Btates  have  ac  |uircd  'he'^o  lanils,  and  insist.s  that,  as  they  are  declared 
to  be  'for  the  common  benctit  ot  all  tae  btates,’  they  can  only  be  treated  as  so 
much  treasure,  1 think  loc  has  ajtplicd  a rule  of  construction  too  nairow  for  ti;o 
case.  If,  in  the  deeds  ot  ^cession,  it  has  been  declared  that  the  grants  were  in- 
tended ‘for  the  common  benefit  of  all  the  States,^  it  is  clear  from  other  provi- 
Biocs  that  they  were  not  intended  as  so  much  property;  for  it  is  expressly  de- 
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• clfired  tLat  the  object  of  the  grants  is  to  erect  new  States;  and  the  United 
States  in  acce|  ‘:iig  the  trust,  bind  themselves  to  faeliitate  toe  forjuation  of  those 
States,  to  bo  admitted  into  the  Union  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
original  States.  This,  sir,  V7as  the  great  end  to  which  all  parties  looked,  and  it 
is  hy  the  fulfilment  of  this  high  trust  that  the  common  benefit  of  all  the  States 
is  to  be  best  promoted.  Sir,  let  me  tell  the  gentleman  that  in  the  part  of  the 
country  in  which  I live  we  do  cot  measure  political  benefits  by  the  money 
standard.  We  consider,  as  more  valuable  than  gold,  liberty,  principle  and 
justice.^"' 

This  is  the  Pemocratic  idea.  Observe,  nest,  how  clearly  the  old  federal  idea, 
often  tried,  and  fatally  failing  on  each  successive  trial,  is  given  by  the  same 
masterly  hand  : 

The  lands  are,  it  seems,  to  be  treated  as  so  much  treasure,  and  must  be 
applied  to  the  common  benefit  of  all  the  States.  Now,  if  this  be  so,  where  does 
he  derive  the  right  to  appropriate  them  for  local  and  partial  objects  ? How 
can  the  gentleman  consent  to  vote  away  immense  bodies  of  the  public  lands  for 
canals  in  Indiana  and  Illinois;  to  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal;  to  Ken- 
yon College  in  Ohio;  to  schools  for  deaf  and  dumb,  and  other  objects  of  a 
similar  description  ? * difference  between  us 

I take  to  be  this : the  gentleman  wishes  to  treat  the  public  lauds  as  a great 
treasure — just  as  so  much  money  in  the  treasury — to  be  applied  to  all  objects, 
constitutional  and  unconstituuonai,  to  which  the  public  money  is  now  constantly 
applied.  I consider  it  as  a sacred  trust,  which  we  ought  to  fulfil  on  the  princi- 
ples for  which  I have  contended.” 

Wil'd t follov/ed  all  these  efforts  to  convert  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  into  a common  fund  for  the  purpose  of  bribing  local  interests  o.nd 
propitiating  the  electoral  votes  of  certain  States  for  presidential  favorites  ? We 
had  a long  procession  of  expedients  to  tax  the  products  of  labor;  a high  and 
exorbitant  tariff;  a svstem  of  internal  improvements;  and  a settled  efiort,  on 
the  part  of  the  federal  leaders,  to  build  up  a gigantic  ‘‘  national  bank,”  to  op- 
prcs.s  labor,  and  to  aid  the  few  at  the  expense  of  the  many.  In  the  meanwhile, 
the  Heuiocratie  part.y,  led  in  that  day  by  such  men  as  Benton,  Forsyth,  Grundy, 
and  \rriglit,  labored  with  herculean  enercry  to  preserve  this  fund  from  the  pub- 
lic lands  for  two  great  objects:  1st,  that  by  the  encouragement  of  actual  settlers 
new  States  might  be  added  to  our  Union  ; and,  2diy,  that  our  public  debt  might 
be  extinguished.  ' Yfhat  American  citiz-m  does  not,  at  this  day,  regard  our  pub- 
lic lands,  and  the  manner  in  which,  under  Hemocratic  auspices,  they  hav  ; been 
disposed  of,  with  pride?  The  able  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Ofiice, 
John  "Wilson,  in  bis  last  annual  report,  speaks  of  the  blessings  which  the  pre- 
sent system  has  conferred  upon  our  country  as  follows : 

--  ‘'^Tho  true  policy  of  the  land  system  is,  first,  to  encourage  the  actual  settle- 
ment and  iniprovemeut  of  the  public  domain.  This  may  he  done  by  such 
amendments  to  the  preemption  laws  as  experience  may  prove  necessary  for  the 
purpose,  and  by  which  ever}'  actual  settler  may  secure  his  improvt^Ments  in  a, 
reasonable  time,  without  risk  of  competition  from  speculators. 

“And,  second,  to  aid  in  providing  the  necessary  facilities  for  intercommuni- 
cations, and  for  the  tran^pol■tatiou  of  the  products  of  the  lauds  to  market. 
Although  the  railroad  excitement,  in  many  cases,  has  been  carried  to  excohs, 
expt.Ti'mce  has  proved  that  grants  for  such  purposes,  when  carried  ofit  in  good 
are  alike  beneficial  to  the  people,  the  States,  and  the  general  govern- 

luent. 

“ To  prevent  mere  speculation,  and  to  secure  an  equivalent  to  the  government 
for  the  lands  granted  for  tho.'^e  purposes,  some  modifications  in  the  acts  making 
them  seem  proper — as,  for  iustaucc,  that  no  grant  should  be  made  except  on  the 
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application  of  the  legislature  of  a State ; that  the  lands  should  he  taken  in  ah 
ternate  sections  within  a certain  distance  on.  each  side  of  the  iniprovement,  the 
minimimi  price  of  the  remaining  sections  to  be  doubled  throughout  the  wliolc 
extent  of  the  grant;  and  the  lands  to  be  certified  to  the  States  as  the  work 
progresses,  with  a pro-vision  of  forfeiture  in  case  of  failure. 

“ It  is  impossible  to  portray  the  vast  benefits  already  derived  by  the 
from  this  system.  Immense  regions  have  been  disposed  of  that  were  thought 
to  be  wholly  imsalahle  because  of  the  ditficalty  of  access;  and  so  numerous  are 
the  applications  for  these  lands,  that  in  some  cases/ for  want  of  time,  they  can- 
not he  acted  on  for  months  after  they  are  made.'’ 

At  this  point  we  come  to  the  efforts  now  making  by  the  new  secret  party  to 
arrest  emigration  from  the  Old  World,  by  which  the  wilderness  is  redeemed  to 
civilization,  industry  encouraged,  the  public  revenues  increased,  and  the  vray 
gradually  but  surely  prepared  for  the  abolition  of  all  indirect  taxes  in  the  shape 
of  tariffs  upon  our  people.  Defeated  before,  and  with  results  that  we  can  never 
too  highly  appreciate,  the  federal  leaders  are  now  trying  to  arrest  emigration, 
so  that  this  noble  policy  may  be  destroyed.  Mr.  Benton  charged  these  leaders, 
twenty-five  years  ago,  wnth  being  guilty  of  the  same  monstrous  offence  de- 
nounced against  the  King  of  England,  by  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  in  the  following  wmrds  ; 

^Mle  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of  these  States,  for  that  pur- 
pose obstructing  the  laws  for  the  naturalization  of  foreigners ; refusing  to  pass 
others  to  encourage  their  migration  hither,  and  raising  the  conditions  of  new 
appropriations  of  lands/' 

His  Majesty,  the  King  of  England,  professed,  like  the  federal  leaders  of  old, 
and  the  present  secret  party  under  the  control  of  federal  and  abolition  leaders, 
to  be  affectionately  devoted  to  this  country.  He,  too,  wanted  “ Americans  to 
rule  America,"  (meaning  himself  and  his  mercenaries.)  The  federalists  de- 
sired to  limit  the  boundaries  of  the  Union,  and  the  new  party  toils  to  effect  the 
same  object,  even  while  the  whole  world  acknowledges  the  wisdom  of  our  policy 
in  regard  to  the  oppressed  of  other  nations,  in  stopping  all  emigration  to  the 
United  States. 

Strange,  too,  that  from  the  very  Mav'^sachusetts  which  now  sends  the  rankest 
enemies  of  the  Union  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  the  most  re- 
lentless foes  of  the  adopted  citizen,  the  first  voices  were  raised  against  the  ex- 
pansion of  our  beloved  Union.  John  Quincy  Adams  admitted  this  in  October 
of  1813,  while  American  minister  at  the  Hussian  court.  Speaking  cf  the 
growth  of  western  States,  and  adnuring  at  that  distance  the  sublime  spectacle, 
he  exclaims : [How  true  is  this  voice  of  the  past  in  its  application  to  the  M.is- 
sachusetts  of  1655  I] 

New  England”  (says  IMr.  Adams)  ^Oo.ses  her  influence  in  the  coudcIIs 
of  the  Union,  it  will  not  be  owing  to  any  diminution  of  her  population,  owing 
to  these  emigrations  to  the  West.  It  will  be  from  the  partial,  sectarian,  or,  as 
Hamilton  called  it,  clannir-h  spirit,  ?c/UWi  maJ:e^  so  man)j  of  her  poUticul  fetih' 
ers  Jealous  and  envious  of  the  South,  This  spirit  is  in  its  nature  narrow  and 
contracted,  and  it  always  works  by  means  like  itself.  Its  natural  tendency  is 
to  excite  and  provoke  a counteracting  spirit  of  the  same  character  ; and  it  lu.s 
actually  produced  that  effect  in  our  country.  It  has  combined  the  southern 
and  western  portions  of  the  United  States,  not  in  a league,  but  in  a concert  <. i 
political  vievy's  adverse  to  tliose  of  Eew  England.  The  fame  of  all  the  gr-ut 
legislators  of  oatiquitv  is  founded  upon  their  contriva'Dees  to  strengthen  aiiu 
multiply  the  principles  of  attraction  in  civil  society.  Our  logislanors  seem  te 
delight  in  multiplying  and  fomenting  the  principles  of  repulsion.” 
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The  doctrines  of  Massachusetts  abolitionism  have,  we  regret  to  say,  since 
made  rapid  progress  in  those  free  western  States  whose  progress  they  so  long 
and  so  violcniiy  resisted.  Their  avowed  hostility  to  euiigration,  however,  after 
a long  silence  on  that  favorite  federal  dogma,  must  show  to  the  "West  that  the 

snake  is  only  scotched,  not  killed  and  that  opposition  to  the  rights  of  the 
South  is  now,  as  ever,  closely  identified  with  animosity  to  the  growth  of  the 
AVest. 

The  same  leaders  were  anxious  in  178G,  1787,  and  1788  to  surrender  the 
navigation  of  the  Alississippi  to  Spain. 

The  same  federal  leaders,  in  the  first  ordinance  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands, 
refused  to  sell  a less  quantity  than  six  hundred  acres,  and  also  refused  to  reduce 
the  price  for  actual  settlers. 

The  course  of  such  men  as  Josiah  Quincy,  of  Boston,  and  thusewho  believed 
in  his  doctrines,  and  followed  his  example  in  opposing  the  acvquisition  of  Loui- 
siana, is  an  event  familiar  to  the  youngest  readers  of  political  history.  The 
element  that  controlled  them  then  was  hostility  to  the  admission  of  a flourish- 
it)g  people  and  a noble  region  into  the  Union  ; and  they  contended  with  memora- 
ble bitterness  against  that  memorable  acquisition.  In  the  midst  of  the  excite- 
ment on  this  question,  however,  Thomas  Jefferson  was  chosen  President.  To 
obtain  Louisiana  was  a matter  of  the  greatest  importance,  commercially  and  po- 
litically. ‘^The  AYest,”  says  Mr.  Benton,  was  filling  up  with  people,  and 
covered  over  with  wealth  and  population.  It  was  no  more  the  feeble  settle- 
ment which  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation  had  seen,  and  whose  rights,  few 
as  they  were  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  had  given  birth  to  the 
most  arduous  stragsle  ever  seen  in  Congress.  States  Lad  superseded  these  in- 
fant settlements.  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee  had  been  admitted  into  the 
Union;  the  Territories  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Mississippi  were  making  their 
way  to  the  same  station.  The  western  settlements  of  Pennsylvania  and  Amr- 
ginia  lined  the  left  bank  of  the  Ohio  for  half  the  length  of  its  course.  All 
was  animated  with  life,  gay  with  hope,  independent  in  the  cultivation  of  a grate- 
ful soil,  and  rich  in  the  prospect  of  sending  iheir  accumulated  products  to  all 
the  markets  of  the  world,  through  the  great  channel  that  conducted  the  King  of 
llivers  to  the  bosom  of  the  ocean.  The  treaty  with  Spain  had  guaranteed  this 
right  of  passage.” 

In  1802  this  right  was  violated  and  New  Orleans  was  suddenly  closed  against 
the  States  and  Territories  alluded  to  above,  thus  producing  dismay,  disaster, 
and  bankruptcy.  Mr.  Jefferson  took  bold  and  rapid  measures  to  acquire  Loui- 
siana. He  sent  Livingston  aud  Monroe  to  Prance  to  negotiate  tbe  purchase; 
and  in  tlic  Senate  of  the  Pmired  States,  on  the  confirmation  of  these  two  distin- 
guished gentlemen,  every  federal  vote  from  the  free  States,  includiag  nearly  all 
Irom  New  England,  was  cast  against  them  I The  result,  is  known,  and  Loui- 
siana was  acquired  ; hut  not  without  a fierce  and  relentless  opposition  from  the 
federal  leaders  in  Congress.  Massachusetts  was  the  first  State  to  raise  its  voice 
against  the  admission  of  Louisiana  as  a Stare  of  this  Union.  AYe  copy  the 
following  resolutions,  reported  to  the  Massachusetts  legislature  by  Josiah  Quin- 
cy, Ashmun,  and  Puller,  ou  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  Messrs.  Thatcher, 
Hall,  and  Bates,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  recorded  iu  the  Boston  Sentinel, 
June  2G,  1813: 

^ ^Mlesolved,  (as  the  sense  of  this  legislature,)  That  the  admission  into  the 
liuion  of  States  created  iu  countries  not  comprehended  within  the  original  limits 
of  the  United  States  is  not  authorized  by  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  federal 
constitution. 

Kesolved,  That  it  is  tbe  interest  and  the  duty  of  the  people  of  Massachu- 
setts to  oppose  the  admission  of  ^:uch  States  into  the  Union  as  a measure  tend- 
ing to  the  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
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“Resolved,  That  the  act  pr.ssod  the  8th  day  of  April,  1812,  entitled  ^ An 
act  for  the  admission  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  said  State/  is-  a violation  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States;  and  that  the  senators  of  this  State  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  the  representatives  be  retmested,  to  use  the  utmost  of  their  endeavors  to 
obtain  a repeal  of  the  game/^ 

■Without  going’ out  of  the  way  to  shovr  the  advantages  to  the  whole  North,  of 
the  measures  which  gave  us  control  of  the  Mississippi,  and  of  the  treaty  that 
gave  us  Louisiana,  and  without  pointing  to  the  cultivated  aud  liberal  States 
that  now  occupy  the  domain  thus  recovered  from'  a monarchy,  the  reader 
of  the  present  day  cannot  fail  to  see  the  analogy  between  this  act  of  the  Loston 
federalists  and  their  present  crusade  upon  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 

Rut,  as  if  to  show'  how  this  ancient  hostility  to  emigration,  to  the  acquisition 
of  territory,  to  the  erection  of  new  States,  and  to  the  spread  of  liberal  princi- 
ples over  the  continent,  sympathizes  with  the  present  organized  secret  warfare 
upon  the  adopted  citizens,  and  the  hostility  to  new  States,  let  us  present 
another  evidence. 

The  same  hlassaehusetts,  by  a vote  of  2GC  to  90,  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, sent  delegates  to  the  Hartford  Convention  on  the  15th  of  Lecember, 
1814;  and  the  next  day,  while  Jackson  was  preparing  for  the  battle  ©f  New 
Orleans,  with  the  adopted  citizen  and  the  native  American  by  his  side,  that 
convention 

Resolved,  That  the  most  inviolable  secrecy  shall  be  observed  by  each  mem- 
ber of  this  convention,  including  the  secretary,  as  to  all  propositions,  debates, 
and  proceedings  thereof,  until  this  injunction  shall  be  suspended  or  altered!^ 

A few  days  afterwards,  on  the  24th  of  December,  it  was  resolved  : 

That  it  is  expedient  to  make  provision  for  restraining  Congress  in  the  exer- 
cise of  an  unlimited  pow'er  to  make  new  States  and  admit  them  into  the 
Union.^'* 

xVnd  on  the  29th  of  December,  of  the  same  year,  the  same  convention  pro- 
prosed  : 

That  the  capacity  of  naturalized  citizens  to  hold  offices  of  trust,  honor,  or 
profit,  ought  to  be  restrained.'^ 

Other  movements,  and-  more  sectional  and  treasonable,  were  advocated,  and 
adopted.  Rut  we  rest  here. 

Ii  needs  only  to  conqdetc  this  convincing  record  that  we  should  show  that 
the  same  federalists  have  cnaiinued  their  wnir  upou  emigration,  unon  the  expau- 
siuu  of  our  country,  upon  the  adopted  citizens,  and  upon  the  Union  df  these 
States,  down  to  this  moment  of  time.  They  opposed  the  annexation  of  Texas 
and  tile  actpaisition  of  Cahtorcia,  aud  are  as  ready  to  denounce  the  peaceful  pur- 
chase of  Cuba  as  they  were  to  resUt  the  great  triumph  that  ^ave  us  Loui-siana, 
They  arc  organized  all  over  the  North  to  set  the  laws  of  Gongre.ss  at  defiance, 
and  rejoice  at  the  success  of  their  fu.-jion  wi'h  the  Know  N’othlngs  because  it 
enables  them  to  throw  their  abolition  and  disunion  disciples  into  Congress. 
They  arc,  therefore,  united  in  a persi.stent  war  upon  the  established  rights  of 
the  South,  and  iu  opposing  the  admis.sion  of  any  more  slave  States  into  the 
Union,  even  at  the  risk  of  a di.ssolutioa  of  the  confederacy.  Identilled  with 
the  hostility  to  the  Irish  in  New^  Yv)rk,  wh'ca  the  latter  would  not  join  in  tlie 
crusade  against  dacksou  for  his  war  upon  the  bank  ; refusing  to  imike  good  the 
destruecion  of  a Catholic  convent  destroyed  by  a Rostou  mob  ; the  aiders  and 
the  abettors  of  the  tiativist  movements  of  lt<4l  aud  1S44-15  ; they  are  onee 
more  in  the  load  of  a secret  society,  which,  like  their  own  Hartford  Convention, 
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p!ots  treason  against  the  constitution  and  the  rights  of  the  citizen  in  the  dark, 
fiudi  publicly  elevates  bold  and  reckless  factionists  and  demagogues  to  command- 
ing positions  in  the  national  legislature,  whence  they  may  scatter  .fire  and  death 
over  the  youth,  and  burl  anathemas  against  the  rights  of  conscience. 

We  have  deemed  this  glance  at  the  history  of  the  past,  as  contrasted  with 
existing  parties  and  schemes,  eminently  due  to  the  cause  of  truth.  We  com- 
ineul  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Democratic  party  of  the  W'hole  Union.  V\^e 
ask  those  \\ho  have  been  mi.sled,  by  the  cry  of  a “new  party,’’  into  the  Know 
Nuliiing  lodges,  to  observe  how  completely  they  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  advocates  of  those  very  d-octrines  against  which  JeiTers'^u  protested,  and 
over  which  the  Democratic  party  has  been  gloriously  and  ultimately  victorious 
ever  since  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  was  accepted  as  the  fundamental 
law  of  the  American  republic. 


OXE  OF  TUE  VICTORIES  OF  THE  NEW  PARTY. 

While  the  Mexican  vrir  was  at  its  height,  a gentleman  at  the  head  of  one  of 
the  departments  under  President  Polk  resigned  his  commission  in  the  civil  ser- 
vice of  the  coimtr}',  and  w’as  appointed  a brigadier  general  in  the  American 
army.  He  was  an  Irishman  boro.  He  had  made  a most  favorable  impression 
while  discharging  his  olncial  duties  in  Washington.  He  was  among  the  very 
few  of  our  adopted  citizens  who  held  prominent  position  in  thi.s  country.  The 
State  which  had  presented  him  to  the  President  as  eminently  worthy  of  his 
confidence,  had  herself  shown  her  appreciation  of  his  high  ability  and  unexcep- 
tionable dopornneut ; and  the  result  proved  that  her  estimate  of  the  in  in  was 
just.  After  having  served  with  Generals  Taylor  and  Wool  on  the  other  line,  he 
lari  led  with  the  American  army  at  Vera  Cruz  under  command  of  Gen.  Scott, 
and  was  warmly  eulogized  for  his  gallantry  at  the  capture  of  that  city  and  the 
ca^lo  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  in  IHarch  of  iS47.  When  Gen.  Scott  issued  bis 
brilliant  order  (No.  Ill)  of  the  17th  of  April,  in  which,  with  almost  prophetic 
inspiration,  he  sketched  the  very  details  of  the  great  victory  that  awaited  niui 
at  Cerro  t.rordo,  ho  selected  this  brave  Irishman  as  one  of  4he  leaders  in  that 
evemful  struggle.  He  said  : 

“Tlie  second  (Twiirps)  division  of  regulars  is  already  advanced  within  e.asy 
turning  distanc.e  towar<ls  the  enemy’s  left.  That  division  has  instructions  to 
move  f.wward  before  daylight  to-morrow,  and  take  up  position  across  the  national 
roa'l  in  rhe  enemy’s  rear,  so  as  to  eat  ott  a retreat  towards  Jalapa.  It  may  be 
reinforced  to-day.  if  unexpectly  attacked  in  force,  by  regiments — one  or  two — • 
taken  from  hihields’  brigade  of  volunteers.  Tf  not,  the  two  volunteer  regiments 
will  march  for  that  purpose  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning,  under  I’rigadier 
G>;ueral  trhields,  who  will  report  to  Brigadier  General  Twiggs,  on  getting  up 
With  iiim,  or  to  the  gener..l-ia-ehief  if  he  be  in  advance.” 

This  order  was  executed  to  the  letter.  The  party  under  Twiggs  and  Shields 
were  the  advance  pari-y  ; but  while  leading  his  troops  to  the  conriiet,  under  the 
neavy  fire  of  the  enemy,  General  Shields  fell,  as  It  was  supposed,  mortally 
wuuuled. 

“ Brigadier  General  Sh  elds,  (says  General  Scott,  in  bis  report  of  the  day’s^ 
opcrati  in-'.j)  a commandet  of  activity,  zeal,  and  talent,  is,  I fear,  mortally 
wotnded.  . " ■ . 

Aad  again,  the  commander  says,  in-  another  report  : 

“'flio  brigade  so  gailaritly  led  by  General  Shields,  and,  after  Iiis  fall,  by  Col- 
onel Baker,  deserves  high  commendation  for  its  line  behavior  and  success.” 
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General  Twigsrs  said:  Of  the  conductor  the  Yolunteer  force  under  the 

brave  General  Shields,  I cannot  speak  in  tv>'o  high  terms.” 

General  i'atterson  united  in  these  strong  commendations  of  the  courageous 
general.  And  the  whole  country  soon  responded  to  the  sympathy  and  srdici- 
tude  which  fais  dreadful  wounds  and  his  noble  bearing  had  secured  for  him  in 
the  American  army. 

The  Illinois  general  slowly  recovered,  however.  Ilis  escape  from  death  was 
miraculous,  and  we  shall  never  forget  how  the  intelligence  of  his  restoration  to 
bealth  thrilled  the  American  people. 

The  next  great  battles  wore  those  of  Contreras  and  Churubusco.  Here  we 
find  the  gallant  Shields  once  more  ready  for  action,  though  still  weak  and  suf- 
fering from  bis  wounds.  It  is  remarkable  that,  after  having  been  carried  in  an 
ambulance  from  Jalapa  to  Puebla,  bleeding  and  sufiering  from  his  wounds,  he 
insisted  upon  going  into  the  fight,  and  did  so,  when  so  weak  and  wasted  that 
his  physicians  declared  it  impossible  for  him  to  survive  ? Again  General  Scott 
paid  him  the  highest  compliments  for  his  skill  and  daring  in  fulnlling  his  or- 
ders. This  w'as  on  the  Ibtli  of  August,  1847. 

On  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  General  Scott  once  more  reports  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  War — and  this  time  he  writes  ‘-from  the  gates  of  Mexico.”  What 
does  be  say  of  Shields  ? Yv'e  copy  from  his  despatch  ; 

‘^Shields,  the  senior  officer  of  the  hamlet,  after  Smith  had  arranged  with 
Cadwalader  and  Piley  the  plan  of  attack  for  the  morning,  delicately  waived  in- 
terference ; but  reserved  to  himself  the  double  task  of  holding  the  hamlet  with 
his  two  regiments,  (South  Carolina  and  New  York,)  against  ten  times  his  num- 
bers on  the  side  of  the  city,  including  the  slopes  to  his  left,  and,  in  case  the 
camp  in  his  rear  should  be  carried,  to  face  about  and  cut  off  the  ffying  enemy.” 

And  again,  speaking  of  the  grand  finale  of  that  day,  Gen.  Scott  says  : 

Shields,  too,  by  the  wise  disposition  of  his  brigade,  and  Lis  gallant  activity, 
contributed  much  to  the  general  results.  He  held  masses  of  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry, supported  by  artillery,  in  check  below  him,  and  captured  hundreds, 
with' one  general,  (Mendoza,)  of  those  who  fied  from  above.” 

Keferriijg  to  the  fifth  vi9tory  of  that  glorious  day,  Gen.  Scott  says  : 

^‘It  has  been  stated  that  some  two  hours  and  a half  before  Pierce's  brigade, 
followed  closely  after  the  volucteer  brigade,  both  under  the  command  of  ilrig- 
adier  General  Shields,  had  been  detached  to  our  left  to  tarn  the  enemy's  works, 
to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  garrisons,  and  to  oppose  the  extension  of  the  enemy's 
numerous  corps  from  the  rear,  upon  and  around  our  left. 

‘Mo  a winding  march  around  to  the  right  this  temporary  division  found  irself 
on  the  edge  of  an  open,  wet  meadow,  and  in  the  presence  of  some  4,000  ot 
the  enemy's  infantry,  a little  in  the  rear  of  Churubusco,  on  that  road.  Hstab- 
Ualiing  the  right  at  a strong  building,  Siiiohjs  extended  his  left  parallel  to  the 
road  to  outfiack  the  enemy  towards  the  capital.  But  the  enemy  extending  h,s 
right,  supported  by  three  thnusand  cavalry,  more  rapidly  (being  favored  by 
better  ground)  in  the  same  direction,  Shieils  conceotrarod  the  division  ab'Uit  a 
hamlet,  and  determined  to  atiack  in  front.  The  battle  was  long,  hot,  and  va- 
;ried,  but  ultimately  succe.^s  crowned  tiie  zeal  ami  gallantry  of  our  troops,  led  ly 
their  distinguished  commander,  IJrigadior  General  Shields.  Shitlds  took  000 
prisoners,  iuL-iuding  cffic  ms.” 

General  \V'orth  spoke  hiiihly  of  the  gallant  bearing  of  Pillow,  Shiel  is,  Cae- 
Vt  dadcr,  and  I'iorco  in  this  ImTco  engafrement.  iJis  praises  were  re-echoed  by 
Generals  Twiggs  and  Smith.  General  Shields,  in  his  own  report,  wdOch  is  a 
model  of  its  kind,  presents  a graphic  and  beautiful  sketch  of  the  buttle. 
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f But  wc  find  General  Shields  in  the  last,  as  in  the  first,  conflict.  In  the  ter- 
■■  rihlo  .attack  upon  the  city  of  iMexico  he  was  in  the  advance  with.,  the  veteran 
I Quitman  and  the  accomplished  Persifer  F.  Smith.  . General  Scott  refers  to  him 
f warmly,  and  says,  in  one  part  of  bis  report  of  the  battle,  ‘^General  Quitman, 

i being  in  hot  pursuit — gallant  himself,  and  ably  supported  by  Generals  Shields 

and  Smith — Shields  badly  wounded  before  Chepultepec  and  refusing  to  retire/' 

.kc. 

General  Quitman  writes  : In  directing  the  advance,  Brigadier  General 

Shields  was  badly  wounded  in  the  arm.  No  persuasions,  however,  could  induce 
that  officer  to  leave  his  command  and  quit  the  field.’’  And  again  : “ Until 
carried  from  the  field  on  the  night  of  the  13th,  in  consequence  of  the  severe 
wound  received  in  the  morning,  he  tvas  conspicious  for  his  gallantry,  energy, 
Is:  and  skill.” 

s 


SPEECH  OF  HR.  RUFFIN. 

r 

I The  speech  of  Hr.  Thomas  Ruflin  of  North  Carolina  was  used  with  great  ef- 
I feet  in  the  Virginia  canvass,  and  doubtless  in  every  Southern  State,  in  the  con- 
fiicts  of  the  Uemocracy  with  Know  Nothingism.  Its  distinguished  ability 
j eminently  entitles  it  to  a place  in  this  compilation  : 

I Speech  of  Hon.  Thos.  JRufin,  of  North  CaroUna,  Delivered  m the  House  of 

I ReprestntativeSj  February  27,  1855. 

I 

I [The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.] 

I 3Ir,  Ruffin.  Mr.  Chairman,  I rise  in  my  place  for  the  first  time  since  I have 

had  a seat  upon  this  fi.oor,  with  the  view  of  submitting  a few  remarks.  I do 
not  propose  to  discuss  the  question  immediately  before  the  Committee,  and  shall 
avail  myself  of  the  privilege  now  accorded  me,  to  consider  another  question, 
fcince  I have  been  a member  of  this  House,  it  has  acted  upon  many  important 
questions.  Being  loth  to  trespass  upon  the  time  of  the  House,  I have  contented 
myself  by  giving  a silent  vote  upon  ail  of  them.  These  vrere  questions  whicii 
had  heretofore  entered,  more  or  le.ss,  into  the  political  discussions  of  our  coun- 
I try,  and  upon  them  my  opinions  vrere  not  unknown  to  my  constituents.  Since 

the  ccnmieDcement  of  the  present  session  of  Congress  we  have  heard  discussions 
I in  this  Hall  upon  questions  which  were  thought  to  haw  been  settled  long  ago. 

I I allude  more  particularly  to  those  great  questions  of  religious  toleration  and 

j naturalization. 

j,  I had  thought  that  the  question  of  religious  toleration  wa.s  settled  by  the 
\ Constitution  of  the  country,  and  that  American  citizens  had  always  proudly 
I boasted  that  here,  every  man  ^ad  the  right  to  worship  Almighty  God  according 

I to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience,  and  that  this  right  was  not  only  guaran- 

I teed  by  the  fundamental  law  of  the  laud,  but  was  ron:arded  as  inherent  and  iua- 
I lienable. 

i And,  hh.  Chairman,  I had  thought  that  the  naturalization  laws,  passed  under 
I the  adnumatratioa  of  Jefferson,  amended  and  perfected  by  subsequent  legislation, 

I had^  given  general  satisfaction  to  the  country,  with  the  exception  of  a small 

^ facti-)i.i,  1 Lrouguout  the  country,  discussiou  ou  these  questions  has  been  re- 

I vived  of  late. 

I lo  keep  pace  with  the  spirit  of  the  times,  early  in  the  present  session  hono- 
j Table  genth'men  were  struggling  to  get  the  floor  to  bring  them  before  the  House 

I for  its  con.sideration. 
i; 
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Tbe  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Taylor),  more  fortunate  than 
Lis  competitors,  succeded  in  his  clTorts,  and,  having  obtained  tbe  floor,  introduced 
■a  bill  proposing  an  alteration  of  the  naturalization  laws. 

Sir,  that  gentleman  is  responsible  for  the  introduction  of  the  subject  here,  or- 
if  be  prefers  it,  he  is  entitled  to  the  distinguished  boner  of  having  been  the 
first  to  introduce  this  measure  into  the  House  at  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

And  again,  Sir,  not  long  since  a scries  of  resolutions  embodying  certain  prin- 
ciples in  relation  to  these  questions  was  offered  b3Ahe  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  M'itte).  I was  crJlcd  upon  to  vote  for  the  suspension  of  the 
rules  to  enable  the  House  to  consider  those  resolutions,  and  it  is  not  out  of  place 
here  tlmt  I should  give  the  reasons  which  infuienced  me  in  giving  the  vote 
•which  I gave  on  that  occasion.  These  are  generally  known  as  the  anti-Know 
Nothing  resolutions. 

I can  conceive  of  no  evil,  cither  real  or  imaginary,  existing  or  supposed  to 
exist  in  this  country,  which  will  justify  American  freemen  in  the  formation  of 
secret  oath-bound  political  societies.  They  may  do  for  the  despotism  of  Pussia; 
they  may  do  for  Austria ; but  there  can  certainly  be  no  necessity  for  such  in 
our  land. 

No,  sir,  in  our  country  where  every  man  has  the  right  to  speak,  print,  and 
publish  whatever  he  may  sec  fit,  onl}-  being  liable  for  the  abuse  of  that  privi- 
lege, and  whore,  to  use  the  language  of  an  old  revolutionary  writer,  The 
press  glows  with  fruedom’s  sacred  zeal,'' — here,  sir,  there  can  be  no  necessity  for 
resorting  to  institutions  of  this  kind  with  a view  of  controlling  the  legislation 
of  the  country.  Those  who  framed  our  government  wuselj  provided  the  means 
of  altering  such  laws  as  needed  amendment.  Thev'  are  open  to  repeal,  or  altera- 
tion ; but,  sir,  this  can  be  done  through  the  ballot-box  in  the  sunlight  of  broad 
day.  Our  institutions  depend  for  their  success  on  the  virtue,  intelligence,  and 
patriotism  of  the  people ; and  vrhen  the  time  comes  in  -which  they  will  desert 
the  usual  mode,  do  aw^-ay  with  the  open  action  of  day  and  resort  to  these  secret 
cabals  to  influence  the  legislation  of  the  coimtr^q  then,  in  my  opinion,  the  days 
of  the  republic  are  numbered.  He  has  read  history  with  but  little  profit,  who 
has  not  observed  that  in  every  country  where  tbe  people  have  lost  their  liberties 
they  have  brought  such  mi.sfortunc  upon  themselves.  When  they  have  become 
demoralized  and  ready  for  a change,  then  the  turmoil  of  the  times  has  given 
birth  to  some  advcninrer  who  boldly  usurp-s  thtur  Uberties,  assumes  the  man- 
agement of  their  affairs,  and  concentrates  all  political  power  in  himself.  Learn- 
ing lessons  of  wisdom  from  the  records  of  the  past,  let  us  strive  to  escape  the 
calamities  that  have  befalleu  other  republican  governments. 

M^liat  master  -pirit  devised  this, organization  ? I do  not  know  that  this  is  a 
question  of  any  great  importance.  I do  not  t^ink  that  the  author  is  entitled  to 
any  great  credit  for  origmalify,  I do  not  undertake  to  say  whether  it  is  taken  from 
the  forms  and  ceremonies  adopte<i  by  Catiline  and  his  co-conspiritors  at  Home, 
or  whether  it  is  like  unto  the  societies  formed  in  certain  districts  of  England  to 
protect  labor  against  capital,  or  whether,  as  seems  most  probable,  it  has  for  its 
prototype  the  order  of  rf.digious  Jesuits,  as  depicted  in  the  Meandering  Jew," 
and  that  the  feileral  treasury  is  the  llcncpont  inheritance,  •which  it  is  using  its 
appliances  and  secret  machlncr}  to  get  possession  of. 

I -K'as  forcibly  struck  with  the  similarity  between  the  two  orders,  the  religious 
Jesuits  and  tbe  Know'  Nothings,  in  the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Alabama  (Mr.  Smith),  and  L am  sorry  that  he  is  not  present  this  evening. 
From  his  graphic  d'^soription  in  his  defence  cf  the  Ivnow  Nothing  order,  we  see 
that  it  makes  use  of  the  s.unc  erpliances  co  accomplish  its  objects  as  the  reli- 
gious Jesuits  'vhicli  order  he  set  out  to  denounce.  In  one  portion  of  liis  speech, 
he  sa^’s,  that  the  Know  Nothings  are  formed  for  tlie  purpose  of  making  war 
against  the  religious  Jesuits,  jjotfi  seemed  to  be  the  same  in  organization. 
Each  is  after  power  and  spoils.  Each  is  enshrouded  in  the  garb  of  mystery. 
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One  hides  its  iniquities  under  the  cloak  of  religion;  the  other  under  a most 
cxaitcd  devotion  to  country.  Each  teaches  the  practice  of  falsehood,  craft,  and 
deceit.  Each  binds  its  members  by  a mighty  oath,  the  violation  of  which  they 
assume  to  punish.  The  one  claims  devout  piety,  the  other  intense  patriotism. 

Ttic  gentleman  from  Alabama  says,  that  when  you  fight  the  devil  you  have 
the  ritt'nt  to  fiirht  him  with  fire.’^  That  seems  to  be  in  fact  an  acknowledgment 
on  his  part  that  the  new  order  was  taken  from  the  other  one.  Eut  will  this 
principle  hold  good?  Fight  tlie  devil  with  fire — perpetrate  an  evil  to  obviate 
the  consequences  of  another  one — commit  one  fraud  to  nullify  another?  The 
gciiLleman  is  a distinguished  lawyer  and  I ^vould  ask  him  whether  he  would  con- 
eider  it  right  to  meet  a forged  bond  with  a forged  release  ? The  principle 
is  the  same.  That  was  said  to  have  been  a practice  at  one  time  quite  common 
among  the  British  lawyers  in  the  East  Indies.  It  has  never  been  introduced 
into  this  country  and  I trust  that  it  never  will  he.  It  is  unsound  in  morals.  It 
is  a sentiment  uutit  to  be  proclaimed  in  the  presence  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  here  in  this  Hall. 

He  also  says  in  the  course  of  his  speech  that  these  religious  Jesuits  w'ere  or- 
ganized by  thwarted  nnlitary  aspirants  after  the  reformation.  I would  ask 
whether  this  order  of  poiirical  Jesuits,  of  which  the  gentleman  is  champion  upon 
this  floor,  was  not  organized  after  the  great  political  revolution  which -swept  fed- 
eralism out  of  power  in  1S52.  Until  this  power  was  ground  down,  until  Democ- 
racy wasjn  the  ascendancy,  we  never  heard  of  any  such  order  as  this. 

But  to  go  on  with  the  simile.  The  Gentleman  says,  that  these  religious  Jesuits 
were  taught  to  ingratiate  themselves  into  the  contidence  of  men  of  power  and 
influence,  or,  to  use  bis  own  language,  to  cultivate  their  friendship,  probe 
their  de.signs,  and  communicate  theii*  secrets. How  stands  the  order  that  he 
defends?  Is  it  not  well  known  to  Gentlemen  on  this  floor  who  were  candi- 
dates in  the  late  elections  for  Congress,  that  these  Know  Nothings  formed  this 
plan ; pretended  to  be  their  friends,  went  into  convention  pretending  to  be 
] democrats,  assisted  in  making  the  nominations,  drew  their  secrets  and  all  their 
|Uns  from  them,  obtained  all  the  information  they  could  from  them,  and  after 
night-fall  skulked  into  the  Know  Nothing  lodges  and  communicated  those  se- 
crets ! This  is  a notorious  fact  and  cannot  be  denied.  I say,  that  it  is  beneath 
the  dignity  of  American  gentlemen  and  honorable  men  to  resort  to  such  means 
in  midnight  lodges  for  any  purpose.  Do  w'e  not  know  that  they  make  it  a boast 
in  DennsySvania  that  in  the  Gubernatorial  election  there,  they  took  the  distin- 
guished Democratic  candidate,  Governor  Bigler,  from  one  county  to  another, 
and  his  pretended  friends  of  one  lodge  handed  him  over  (if  I may  use  the  ex- 
pression) to  the  tender  care  of  his  professed  friends  of  another  lodge  who  would 
lake  him  lu  special  charge,  and  in  the  language  of  the  Gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, cultivate  his  friendship,  probe  his  designs,  and  communicate  bis  se- 
crets.” Hir,  this  indicated  a degree  of  proficiency  in  Jesuitism  that  would 
have  gladdened  the  heart  and  raised  a ghastly  smile  even  on  the  countenance  of 
old  lb- din  himself.  [Laughter.  ] 

The  hlenlieman  from  x\labam-a  justifies  the  oath  of  this  order,  and  says,  that 
it  finds  its  justification  in  the  practices  of  its  adversaries.  Is  not  that  sound 
doctrine  to  hold  foi”th  in  an  American  Congress?  Finds  ins  justification  in  the 
practices  of  its  adversaries  ' The  religioins  Jesuits  are  the  adversaries  he 
epeaks  of. 

fl'lie  Gentleman  says  also,  that  an  oath  solemnly  taken  is  an  element  of 
purity.”  Well,  Sir,  if  a. , solemn  oath  was  what  they  sought  for,  this  order 
fshculd  not  have  stopped  -t  the  oath  of  the  Jesuits,  but  gone  a few  centuries 
finthcr  back  and  adop'-*d  the  oath  which  Cataline  adadnlstered  t-o  hi.s  c '^con- 
epirators  whoa  they  met  in  the  back-room  of  the  bou.se  of  one  vSempronia,  a 
Boiuan  bawd — in  a place,  as  the  historian  says,  every  way  suited  for  the  purpose, 
and  well  adapted  to  their  occult  and  dark  practices^  for  therC;  after  administer- 
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lug  a miglity  oath,  just  as  the  Know  Nothings  administer  it,  they  sealed  that 
oath  by  drinking  from  bowls,  draughts  of  wine  mingled  w'ith  human  blood  ! 
Was  tKit  an  element  of  purity  ? l)id  that  oath  make  them  pure  ? Why,  Sir, 
if  the  history  of  those  times  arc  correct,  they  were  men  of  desperate  fortunes 
and  abandoned  characters — men  dangling  loose  upon  society,  who  were  ready 
for  any  change  of  affairs  that  promised  to  benefit  themselves. 

Then,  Sir,  the  Gentleman  says  that  secrecy  is  the  great  element  of  success, 
and  that  the  Order  should  preserve  in  their  hails  the  most  inviolable  secrecy, 
all  the  time  acting  upon  the  old  doctrine  that  the  end  will  justify  the  means. 
Now,  Sir,  if  this  is  not  Jesuitism,  I do  not  understand  what  is  the  meaning  of 
the  term.  Hut  the  Gentleman  says  that  it  finds  its  great  justification  of  se- 
crecy in  the  fact  that  it  is  warring  against  Jesuits.  Warring  against  Jesuits  I 
If  the  religious  Jesuits  are  what  ibe  G-cutleman  represents  them  to  be,  and  if 
these  political  Jesuits  of  Know  Nothingism  are  wLat  I believe  them  to  be,  I 
Sir,  should  look  upon  a contest  between  them  with  perfect  indifference.  I 
would  look  upon  it  as  American  citizens  now  generally  look  upon  the  war  go- 
ing on  between  Russia  and  England,  or  as  a Western  hunter  would  look  upon 
a tight  between  a bear  and  an  alligator,  or  a mink  and  a polecat.  [Much 
Laughter.]  Every  objection  that  the  Gentleman  has  urged  against  the'  Jesuits 
seems  to  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  Know  Nothings.  They  are  neither  of 
them  suited  to  our  country  and  they  cannot  tiourish  here.  One  is  the  counter- 
part of  the  other,  and  Sir,  as  my  friend  from  the  Red  River  district  ©f  Loui- 
siana, (Mr.  Roland  Jones)  says,  that  the  men  of  my  State  are  fond  of  making 
quotations  from  Iludibras,  let  me  say  to  the  Gentleman  from  Alabama,  of  the 
Know  Nothings  and  Jesuits,  that : 

They  are  so  near  akin, 

And  like  in  all  as  well  as  sin, 

That  put  them  in  a bag  and  shake  ^em, 

Himself  on  the  sudden  vrculd  mistake  ^em, 

And  not  know  which  was  which,  unless 
He  measured  by  their  wickedness.'*^  [Laughter.] 

Who  set  on  foot  the  organization  in  the  United  States?  We  first  find  it 
springing  up  in  the  North,  in  the  old  hot-bed  of  federalism.  It  had  been  con- 
quered under  every  name  by  the  Democratic  party.  It  was  the  old  Federal 
party  and  was  conquered  under  that  name.  It  assumed  the  name  of  National 
Ilepubliean,  then  M’hig,  and  then  degenerated  into  isms.  The  Whig  party  had 
become  almost  extinct  at  the  North.,  There  was  in  fact  but  one  party  there  and 
that  was  the  Democratic  party.  All  the  others  were  but  isms. 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois.  Will  the  Gentleman  tell  me  in  which  State  at 
the  North  the  Democratic  party  now  exist? 

Mr.  Ruffin,  I think  it  doe.s  in  Illiaois,  judging  from  the  hate  election  there. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  ’Washburne.  I suppose  the  Gentleman  refers  to  the  election  cf  an  anti- 
Nebraska  Senator.  [Renewed  laughter.] 

Mr.  Ruffin.  -No,  Sir,  I do  not,  but  I v/ill  come  to  his  election  by  and  by. 

Mr.  Florence.  I will  say  to  tlm  Gentleman,  that  it  exists  in  Reniisvivania 
thank  God! — ‘Gts  banner  torn  but  ffying.^^  [Great  Laughter.] 

Mr.  WTishburne.  In  v bat  p.-vri  of  Rennsyivania  ? 

Mr.  Florence.  In  the  First  G'-ngressiimal  District.  [Renewed  laughter.] 
Th.  it  will  'lo.  Now  let  ti.o  Gytilkm-m  from  N.  G.  go  on. 

. Ir.  Ruffin.  The  Domoeratic  party  being  triumphant  at.  the  North,  there 
was  a fusion  of  all  the  ism.s  to  oppose  it.  This  organization  .‘sprang  up.  It  of- 
fered great  inducements.  There  were  a hose  of  old  political  hacks  out  of  of- 
fice, men  who  had  lived  all  their  lives  out  of  the  public  crib.  They  had  then 
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notbiu"  to  resort  to.  The  Democratic  party  v/as  in  power  in  tho  general  gov- 
ernment and  at  that  time,  in  most  of  the  States,  and  these  old  political  hacks, 
who  wore  wandering  about  like  stray  spirits  on  the  Stygian  banks,  thought  it  a 
rnie  chance  to  join  in  a new  venture,  and  they  joined  this  organizaciun.  I say, 
Sir,  that  it  is  taken  from  the  old  Federal  party.  That  party  has  never  been 
eradicated  at  the  North,  It  is  true,  the  old  free  of  federalism  is  dead,  its 
loaves  have  long  since  withered  and  been  wafted  away  upon  the  winds  of  Hea- 
ven, its  boughs  have  crumbled  and  fallen,  and  its  aged  trunk  lying  prostrate  has 
mouldered  into  dust,  but  from  its  prolific  roots  has. sprung  up  this  bastard  slip 
of  Know  Nothingism.  It  has  incorporated  into  its  platform,  planks  from  that 
old  party.  “ ^ 

Mr.  Campbell.  Amen  I [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Kuifin.  Anti-naturalization  I Where  is  that  taken  from?  It  is  a plank 
of  the  black  cockade  federalism  of  the  days  of  the  elder  x^dam.s,  and  the  order 
finds  a bright  example  of  secrecy  in  the  blue-light  federalists  who  met  in  the 
Hartford  CAnventioa  to  plot  treason  against  the  Government. 

It  has  fiourished  in  that  section  of  country  fruitful  in  isms,  in  abolitionism, 
freesoilism,  atheism,  womeu’s-rightlsm  and  every  other  ism  imagiiicable.  The>:e, 
Sir,  have  given  it  its  strength,  there,  in  that  section  of  our  country  where  men 
meet  together  in  convention  and  declare  there  is  no  God where  agrarian 
mobs,  the  very  scum  of  the  earth,  parade  the  streets  by  thousands,  recognizing 
no  distiction  between  meum  and  iuiim,  and  crying  aloud-  for  a division  of  pro- 
perty. In  that  section  of  country  where  weak-minded  men,  crazy  fanatics, 
meet  in  convention  with  strong-minded  women  clothed  in  boots  and  breeches,  to 
discuss  the  important  question  of  women^s  rights.  [Laughter.] 

Inaugurated  under  these  auspices,  how  can  it  be  conservative  ? Sir,  the  idea 
is  preposterous.  It  professes  now  to  be  the  only  true  National  Conservative 
Union  party — whereas  it  is  a sectional  radical  destructive  party.  It  is  an  abo- 
lition, disunion  scheme,  and  in  every  step,  its  progress  gives  unerring  indi- 
cation of  a settled  purpose  to  sever  asunder  the  ties  which  bind  these  States 
together. 

It  has  given  strength  to  the  abolitionists  of  the  North,  and  now  it  has  the 
unblushing  efirontery  and  daring  impudence  to  offer  itself  to  the  South  a^’some- 
thing  which  is  conservative,  something  which  is  designed  to  place  in  their  hands 
and  the  hands  of  their  friends,  the  power  of  the  General  and  State  Govern - 
merits.  Sir,  I for  one,  never  had  any  confidence  la  it  from  the  beginning,  for 
it  came  from  the  wrong  quarter. 

Timao  Banaos  ct  dona  ferentesJ* 

I was  satisfied  that  within  the  cavity  of  that  w'oodcn  horse  Tvere  concealed  tho 
elements  of  abolitionism.  It  was  absurd  to  believe  that  the  abolitionists  of  the 
North,  when  they  bad  for  years  and  years  in  their  weakness,  w'aged  an  olrensive 
war  against  the  South,  would  now  in  the  pride  of  their  strength — atker  their 
shatt.TO-'l  rr.nks  had  been  recruited  by  untold  thousands,  after  the  embattled 
hosts  ot  Know  Nothingism  bad  flocked  to  their  standards,  not  in  straggling' 
parnes  like  deserters,  but  in  solid  column  with  flags  flying  and  drums  beating 
—bo  so  magnanirnous  as  to  raise  the  long  siege,  aud  celebrate  it  with  a peace 
ofloring.  I for  one,  Sir,  as  a Southern  man,  cannot  trust  it.  Was  I not  richt, 
Sir,  in  my  opinion  at  that  time  ? I say  that  I wa.s,  Kecent  developments  have 
proved  this  beyond  all  doubt.  The  Know  Nothing  party  of  the  North  l.as 
never  aided  in  the  election  of  a single  friend  of  the  Nebraska  bill  to  cither 
House  of  the  Congre-’S  of  the  Unircl  States.  I acaiii  assert  that  it  has  not. 
1 cliallenge  successful  contradiction  from  any  quarter  and  pause  fw  a reply. 
They  have  elected  no  man  who  is  wil'ing  to  give  the  South  the  rights  guaran- 
teed to  it  by  the  Constitution  of  rite  United  States,  diaine,  Pennsylvania, 
New  York,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  have  returned  to  this  House 
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men  who  are  pledged  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  which 
wc  regard  as  the  very  bond  which  binds  tlic  Union  together.  In  the  above 
named  States  it  has  aided  abolition  in  strikiog  down  the  true  friends  of  the 
Constitution,  and  hiling  their  places  with  a dangerous  class  of  politicians. 

Let  us  see  what  a Northern  ilditor  says  about  its  doings  in  the  North  : 

But  if  we  lacked  positive  proof  of  the  feelings  of  the  masses  of  the  party 
in  reg'ird  to  slavery,  the  late  elections  in  this  and  other  States  of  the  Union 
sho'V  the  liberal  tendencies  of  the  whole  party.  In  New  York  the  American 
party  polled  12'2,000  votes,  but  they  aided  the  anti-Nebraska  party  in  that 
State  in  returning  to  the  next  Congress  twenty-niae  men  opposed  to  the  admis- 
sion of  slavery  into  Kansas.  In  Bennsylvania  we  saw  a like  result;  while  in 
Illinois,  by  the  aid  of  this  movement,  the  Bouglasites  were  completely  routed  ; 
and  so  in  31ichigan,  where  the  wAoIe  State  was  carried  for  freedom  by  the 
council  tires  of  ttie  American  party,'^ 

But  Sir,  we  are  sometimes  pointed  by  Southern  Know  Nothings  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts election,  and  gravely  told  that  the  Know  Idothings  in  that  State  have 
sent  a new  delegation  to  Congress  with  but  two  exceptions.  I am  not  aware  of 
any  alteration  in  this  rcjpect  so  far  as  liberality  and  nationality  are  concerned. 
No  Sir,  these  Yankees  of  diassachusetts  are  cunning  men  and  they  followed  the 
example  of  the  skilful  huntsman  who,  when  his  hounds  are  flagging  in  the 
chase  blows  them  oCT,  lets  slip  the  leashes  and  hies  on  a fresh  pack,  the  more 
speedily  to  hunt  down  his  prey.  The  people  of  Massachusetts  no  doubt  thought 
that  their  representatives  here,  being  removed  from  the  fanaticism  which  sur- 
rounds them  at  home,  had  become  less  zealous  and  were  rather  flagging  in  the 
chase,  and  therefore  considered  it  better  to  send  on  a new  set.  [Laughter.] 

But,  Sir,  if  any  body  has  doubted  this  abolition  .sentiment  of  Know  Noth- 
ingism,  let  us  look  at  the  recent  elections  carried  by  these  Know  Nothings. 
Look  at  the  men  elected  by  them, — Harlan,  the  fus!orii.st  in  Iowa.  Trumbull, 
the  mac  of  “ isms,’"’  in  Illinois,  over  the  gallant  Shields,  whose  body  is  scarred 
with  wounds  received  in  defence  of  the  flag  of  his  adopted  country.  Hurkee, 
the  Abolition  agrarian  in  AV’isconsin.  Y^ilson,  the  embodiment  of  rampant 
freesoilisTu  in  Mas.sachusetts,  the  latter  elected  by  a Legislature  in  which  there 
was  but  cue  Democrat,  and — it  is  said — but  some  five  or  six  old  line  Whigs. 
Are  the  Know  Nothings  not  responsible  for  the  election  of  these  men  ? Are 
they  not  responsible  for  the  clectloa  of  this  Mr,  Y/ilson  to  the  Senate  of  the 
L'oited  States  ? Yet  another  election  I that  of  Seward,  the  Jupiter  Tonans’^ 
of  abolition,  the  higher  law’'  Senator,  who,  in  tlie  inten.slty  of  his  hatred  of 
the  South,  stands  a head  and  shoulder.^  above  them  all.  The  Know  Nothings 
had  made  a boast  that  tin  y wuuld  defeat  him,— -that  they  would  show  their  na- 
tionality in  that  election, — that  they  were  going  to  take  the  arch-agitator  from 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  put  a conservative  in  his  place.  That 
election  wuis  looked  to  with  probably  more  interest  than  any  Senatorial  election 
ever  held  in  any  of  the  States  of  this  Unit  n.  "We  all  recollect  Tuesday,  the 
Gth  of  February, — I believe  that  was  the  day.  It  was  at  all  events -a  dark  and 
gloomy  day.  It  was  known  that  the  election  for  United  States  Senator  from 
New  York  was  to  be  held  that  day  in  Albany.  The  hour  had  arrived.  The 
telegraphic  oihee  in  this  capital  was,  on  that  occasion,  an  interesting  place. 
Numbers  of  politicians  might  be  seen  wendin"  their  way  there — your  Southern 
Know  Nothings  and  your  Northern  Know  Nothings.  They  were  there  about 
the  time  when  th-ey  expected  the  announcement  to  enme.  They  were  watching 
with  straining  eyes,  and  palniiaiing  hearts,  and  half-suppressed  respirathm. 
The  mystic  wire  is  watcuci  with  the  lixed  gaze  of  intense  anxiety.  A mc.ss;ige 
comes  rushing  upon  the  wings  of  the  lightning.  The  suspense  is  but  short. 
‘‘The  sybil  speaks,  the  dream  is  o'er.^'  The  dispatch  is  read.  It  was  a .'^weet 
morsel  to  your  freesoii  Know  Nothings.  They  hearkened  to  it  as  the  prodigal 
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son  to  his  father’s  testament.  They  gulped  it  down  with  all  imaginable  cavidity. 
It  was  as  sweet  to  them  as  the  manna  from  Heaven  to  the  hungry  Israelit'-s  in 
the  wilderness.  But  how  was  it  to  the  Southern  Know  iNothings  ? Ah  I it 
was  a bitter  pill  for  them.  They  liad  to  swallow  it  down,  but  oh  I what  rueful 
grimaces  and  contortions  of  countenance,  it  w'as  like  gall  and  vrorniwood  to  a 
sick  and  fainting  girl. 

Now,  Sir,  let  us  see  w’hat  is  thought  of  him  as  a national  man  in  the  North. 
I read  an  extract  from  one  of  the  Neov  York  Journals.  1 do  not  know  whether 
it  is  Know  Nothing  or  not,  but  I suppose  it  is,  at  ail  events  it  was,  allied  with 
them  in  the  grand  contest. 

Speaking  of  the  Senator  from  New  York,  it  says  : 

has  pressed  with  equal  ardor  the.-claims  of  Commerce,  Agriculture  and 
^Manufactures — he  h.as  vindicated  with  equal  zeal,  the  just  rights  and  interests 
ot  the  \\"est  and  South,  and  those  of  the  East  and  of  the  North.  There  is  not 
at  this  day,  in  the  Senate  or  in  public  life,  a statesman  of  more  ability — more 
laborious  and  conscientious  in  his  discharge  of  pablic  duties,  or  more  thoroughly 
and  truly  national  in  all  his  views,  than  Governor  Seward.’^ 

And  again/  what  a I:Cdow  Nothing  Journal  means  by  conservatism  : ■ 

‘‘The  slavery  question  cannot  affect  the  American  parry,  for  its  whole  power 
and  all  its  hopes  are  north  of  hlason  and  Dixon’s  line.  Its  aspirations  are  for 
freedom,  and  when  the  party  is  accused  of  being  pro-slavery,  let  its  defenders 
point  the  men  who  utter  the  base  lie  to  every  election  that  has  occurred  since 
the  party  sprung  into  existence.’^ 

Also,  what  is  meant  by  “ ignoring  slavery.” 

“The  party  never  has,  and  we  hope  never  will,  fulminate  anti-slavery  re.solves 
for  tlie  purpose  of  humbugging  the  masses.,  but  it  will  do  right,  move  right,  and 
act  right,  and  in  every  free  State  in  the  Union  it  will  give  new  protection  to 
every  citizen  within  its  bordcr.s.  Its  first  great  national  aim  is  to  procure  an 
alteration  of  the  naturalization  laws,  and  upon  that  point  they  u ill  know  no 
S'^ctional  divi.^ion  ; but  upon  the  greht  rpaestion  of  freedom  and  slavery,  every 
northern  American  freeman  will  raise  his  voice  for  liberty,  and  Banks,  Do  Witt, 
and  Trafton  vdll  utter  upon  the  fioor  of  Congress  the  sentiments  of  this  . new 
party.  That  foreign  elcmcDt  that  h-as  given  the  pro-slavery  Denu'crutic  party 
the  control  of  this  country  will  soon  lose  the  means  of  augmenting  its  numbers; 
and  when  that  is  .efi’ected,  freedom  in  this  republic  is  secure.  The  prize  w’e  are 
battling  for  is  ‘liberty  to  all and  when  Americans  rule  America  we  shall 
obtain  it,  and  not  till  then.” 

Tims  we  learn  what  is  D}eant  by  their  “ad  captandum”  expressions — corser- 
Tative  iudeed  ! “incus  a non  lucendo”  called  conservative  for  the  same  reason 
that  a certain  mythological  character  was  called  Midas,  from  a Greek  word 
meaning  to  eat,  because  he  could  not  eat,  "WYat  can  b’outhcrn  men  promise 
themselves  by  aihiiating  with  this  “ Order  ?”  If  the  people  of  the  South  act 
with  their  usual  fore.sight,  they  will  fly  from  it  es  from  a raging  pesiilenee,  and 
shun  a “ Know  Nothing”  lodge  room  as  they  would  the  ebarnei-house  of  u small- 
pox hospital, 

I have  thought  from  the  beginning  of  this  new  nvevement  that  it  was  ar, 
emanation  from  the  filth  and  corruption  of  rotten  and  festering  isms,  and  tliat  it 
tvas  a mere  J/u.G  fatau.i,  : 3tid  mi.i.'pja  springing  up  from  moral  and  political  de- 
cay, cormscatiL'g  ami  shii.icg  ia  *ho  darkest  hour  c-f  night,  but  disappearing  be- 
foiu!  the  liglst  of  morn,  it  is  m.*t  to  be  expected  that  tiie  people  of  the  Ifiouth: 
are  to  be  blimled  and  led  by  this  jack  with  a lunteru  into  the  bogs  and  marshes 
of  Abolitionism  ; nor  will  they  follow  ISam  with  bis  dark  lantern  into  the  mid- 
inght  conclave  of  the  Know  Nothings.  But  they  tell  us  that  these  men  are 
20 
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native  Americans,  and  that  vre  are  not  to  suspect  them.  Is  it  not  true  that 
much  the  larger  portion  of  the  Abolitionists  of  this  country  are  native*burn 
Americans.  iSomc  of  the  leading  spirits  who  figure  in  this  Know  Nothing  par- 
ty are  foreigners,  although  the  party  itself  profess  such  a holy  horror  for  all 
foreigners.  The  Crusader,  a Know  N^olhlng  paper  at  New  York,  is  edited  by 
one  Casein,  ami  has  for  its  chief  contributor  Father  Gavazzi.  It  wmuld  require 
but  little  credulity  for  one  to  infer  from  the  columns  of  the  New  York  Ileruld, 
that  a leading  spirit  in  the  councils  of  tlic  order  might  be  found  in  its  editor. 
Eennett,  an  unnaturalized  foreigner,  and  a political  Isbmaelite,  whose  hand  has 
been  against  every  man,  and  every  man's  band  against  him,  has  probably  done 
more  towards  furthering  the  progress  of  this  order  than  any  man  in  the  United 
States.  History  will  record  two  remarkable  things  of  this  order,  one  is  that 
professing  to  bo  composed  entirely  of  native  Americans, ' its  chief  pillars  of 
support  are  foreigners;  and  the  other  is,  that  it  is  a society  of  political  Jesuits, 
professedly  formed  for  the  purpose  of  waging  war  against  religious  Jesuits. 

The  friends  of  the  orucr^’  say  that  it  is  necessary  to  establish  their  secret 
societies  to  protect  ourselves  against  foreign  influence.  In  the  section  of  the 
country  in  v/hieh  I live,  we  have  none  of  this  /orcign  infiuencOj  and  we  are  not 
troubled  with  anything  of  the  kind.  What  foreigners  we  have  amontr  us  are 
generally  intelligent  and  educated  people,  men  of  character,  and  I suppose  one 
reason  of  it  is  owing  to  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  the  peculiar  institution” 
among  us  which  I regard  as  one  of  the  greatest  moral,  social  and  political  bles- 
sings that  was  ever  vouchsafed  to  man,  and  another  reason  is  owing  to  the  fact 
that  we  have  not  encouraged  these  men  to  come  as  they  have  in  some  of  the 
Northern  States  where  they  are  now  complaining  of  them  so  much.  Why  do 
we  not  know  that  two  or  three  years  ago  the  people  of  some  of  the  Northern 
c-ities  regarded  foreign  fiddlers  and  show  girls  as  beings  worthy  of  adoration,  al- 
most of  worship  ; th.on  comirg  from  tlm  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  was  of  itself 
a certain  passport  to  the  highest  honors. 

We  all  recollect  with  exultation  it  w^as  heralded  through  the  land  when 
the  ^‘Swedish  Nightingile”  touched  the  American  shores.  No  one  has  forgot- 
ten the  grand  demonstration  that  was  made  in  the  great  commercial  emporium 
of  New  York,  when  the  literati,  the  elite,  aristocracy  and  upper  tendom  of 
cf  that  city  flocked  in  her  train  in  greater  numbers  than  ever  the  Fagans  fol- 
lowed after  the  car  cl  Juggernaut,  it  was  but  ;:i  few  years  ago  that  tbev  intro- 
duced at  the  North,  a member  of  the  Ilriii^h  Farliarnexit,  to  lecture  unon  ti:c 
subject  of  abolitionism.  The  people  of  the  North  are  alone  responsible  for  the 
introduction  into  the  country  of  that  class  of  turbulent  and  vicious  foreigners, 
of  whom  they  now  complain  so  loudly. 

Here  I .vill  say,  that  I am  as  much  opposed  as  any  man  can  be  to  the  intro- 
duction into  this  country  of  tlm  vagabonds,  felons,  paupers,  and  convicts  of  the 
Old  World.  1 say,  let  the  government  puss  such  laws  as  it  has  aiuhorify  and 
power  to  do  under  the  constitution,  l<*t  the  States  and  your  municipal  corpora- 
tions^ pass  such  laws  as  riiey  ploa.-e,  t<>  so  pi  ress  the  introductiem  of  this  class  of 
foreigners;  but  do  not  I'ersccutc  tlie  well- iisposed  foreigners  on  this  account. 
You  will  firad  it  no  easy  matter  to  stop  the  importation  of  convicts  and  paupers, 
and  when  you  try  it  yoii  will  ascertain  that  it  will  be  something  like  the  slave 
trade.  Merc-enary  men  will  lit  out  ve.iscis  in  the  port  of  New  York  to  bring 
convicts  and  paupers  of  Kiiropo  to  this  country,  as  they  now  lit  out  shivers  t ) 
sail  to  the  coast  of  Africa  to  get  slaves  for  iiie  markets  of  Brazil  and  Cuba.  I 
do  not  care  what  kind  of  laws  y-''ii  pass  against  the  importation  of  felons  and 
convicts,  you  will  find  !'■  ukee  eaivaius  visir.iny;  tlie  ports  "f  Europe,  and  iiaving 
thoir  agents  in  its  euios  n eontraet  s^jcretiy  with  the  public  authoriries  to  rid 
them  of  their  convicts  and  vagabomis  by  bringing  them  to  our  seaports — the 
mere  risk  the  higbe.r  will  be  the  price  of  pas.==age,  and  a brisk  trade  will  soon  be 
“opened  up’*  by  ihose  enterprising  men.  I'ou  may  Lave  laws  upon  your  stat- 
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ute  books,  for  punishing  ia  the  severest,  manneT  those  who  engage  in  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  criminals.  You  may  for  vrhat  I care,  if  you  can  tlnd  warrant 
for  it  ill  the  constitution,  put  this . importation  of.  felons,  on  the  . same  footing- 
with  piracy — you  may  take  the  vessels  of  the  navy  and  scour  the  high  seas  in 
.search  of  the  violators  of  the  law — you  may,  whenever  you  find  a ^Mive  cargo’' 
of  criminals  on  board  a ship,  string  up  your  Yankee  skipper  to  the  yard-arm, 
and  pitch  his  body  to  the  lishes  of  the  sea.  Even  then,  sir,  I fear  it  will  bo 
difficult  to  stop  the  importation.  Bir,  there  arc  now  men  at  the  North  who  have 
grown  rich  by  the  importation  of  this-class  of  foreigners.  'Punish  those  who 
engage  in  it.  Do  not  adopt  the  jPan  recently  proposed  by  the  philosopher, 
Horace  Greely.  That  amounts  in  substance  to  reducing  the  p»oorer  class  of 
foreigners  to  slavery,  and  if  it  is  carried  out,  New  York  will  ‘become  a L^reat 
slave  market — white  men  will  be  sold  at  the  block. 

I am  opposed  to  making  slaves  out  of  any  class  of  white  men  on  earth.  I 
know  of  no  good  reason  for  prohibiting  the  immigration  of  well-disposed  for- 
eigners to  this  country,  to  assist  in  developing  its  resources.  A large  portion 
of  the  foreigners  in  the  YYst  are  German  farmers,  and  they  are  known  to  be 
good  citizens.  I for  one,  can  see  no  reason  why  an  orderly  and  well-disposed 
class  of  our  population  should  be  persecuted  because  mercenary  men  in  the 
commercial  cities  will  violate  the  rules  of  decency  and  propriety  by  bringing  a 
different  class  of  foreigners  here.  Enforce  your  naturalization  laws.  Y'e  hear 
a great  deal  said  about  its  having  been  alwniys  customary  to  naturalize  any  man 
who  desired  to  be  naturalized,  in  that  part  of  the  Union  in  v.diich  I reside,  I 
rejoice  to  say  that  the  naturalization  laws  of  the  Federal  Government  arc  en- 
forced to  the  very  letter — ^just  as  strictly  as  any  law  v/e  have  upon  the  statute 
book  of  our  State.  If  you  will  impeach  your  judges  when  they  violate  their 
<luty,  and  make  them  enforce  the  law,  we  caa  then  have  none  hut  a good  class 
of  naturalized  citizens,  and  no  man  unless  he  proves  a good  character,  and  is 
well  disposed  to  our  institutions,  ere.  can  get  his  naturalization  papers.  I do 
not  understand  this  sudden  change  of  opinion  in  regard  to  foreigners.  Twelve 
rnoQtbs  ago  the  case  of  fdartia  Kostza  was  before  this  House,  and  gentlemen 
then  seemed  to  be  exceedingly  anxious  to  curry  favor  with  foreigners.  Vv'hy 
this  sudden  change  i*  Is  it  because  military  companies  composed  of  naturalized 
citizens  stood  in  serried  ranks  in  Boston,  to  maintain  the  laws,  and  protect  the 
officers  of  the  Government  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  when  a Sonthera 
man  wms  there  seeking  to  claim  his  property  under  the  Constitution  ? i.>  it  be- 

cause these  naturalized  Irishmen  prevented  a blood-thirsty  mob  of  native-born 
traitors  from  rescuing  a fugitive  slave  ? Is  it  because  Bacheldcr  who  was  as- 
sassinated by  that  mob  was  a native  of  Ireland  '■ 

Yes,  Sir,  because  these  men  kept  off  abolition  traitors,  ^ye  hear  thi.s  cry 
against  them,  the  fact  is  notorious  that  one  of  the  first  act  of  the  Know-Nothing 
(fovernor  of  ^lassachusetts  was  to  disband  their  military  cornpariies.  1 sup- 
pose another  reason  for  the  outcry  against  fureigners  is  because  they  generally 
vote  the  Democratic  ticket.  In  the  last  presidential  canvas.s  the  Whig  candidate 
proclaimed  a new  prineipie  on  this  subject.  He  waS"  for  admiitcing  to  the  rights 
of  citizenship  all  who  had  served  in  the  army  for  a certain  length  of  time,  auii 
but  a short  time  ac  that.  The  Whigs  th-en  said  he  was  right — they  then  said 
that  service  for  a few  months  in  can.\p — (the  last  place  to  loarn  the  operation  of 
our  institutions) — should  entitle  a foreigner  to  citizenship,  tfuch  of  them  as 
have  joined, thi.s  ‘mew  movement"  now  say  let  no  one  who  is  born  abroad  ev:-r 
be  naturalized. 

ie.s,  Sir,  it  is  because  they  cannot  get  the  sturdy  German.s  and  ’ generous 
Irish  CO  sing  the  p‘-ans  of  lederalisui  that  they  are  fuxjudiced  against  tlieni. 
The  ways  of  federalism  are  the  ways  of  inconsistency  ; before  an  important  olec- 
tioa  it  has  a higl-.  appreciation  of  adopted  citizens — it  is  then  greitiy  fascinated 
with  the  “rich  Irish  brogue^  and  the  sweet  German  accent,"  but  the  election 
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over,  and  how  is  it  then  ? Why,  Paddy  becomes  a splay-footed  Irish  bog- 
trotter,”  and  Hans  a ‘^damned  iop-cured  iJutchman.”  [Langliter.J  Why  are 
efforts  now  made  to  raise  a party  opposed  to  religious  toleration. 

And  here  again  I must  be  permitted  to  say  that  I have  no  relation  or  con- 
nection, so  far  as  I know,  either  among  tire  living  or  the  dead,  who  ever  Was  a 
member  of  any  Catholic  church,  and  while  I yield  to  no  man  in  the  ardent  and 
sincere  hope  that  the  day  will  come  when  the  Protestant  religion  shall  have  its 
churches  and  altars  in  every  part  of  the  Globe  ; yet,  Sir,  I do  not  believe  that 
either  the  fostering  hand  of  the  government  or  a persecution  of  other  churches 
would  expedite  its  onward  progress.  I never  will  join  in  persecuting  any  man 
for  his  religious  opinions.  Tiiat  i.s  a matter  between  him  and  his  God,  In  the 
part  cf  the  country  in  which  I live,  and  I dare  soy  in  the  whole  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  there  is  not  a master  wh'o  w'ould  dictate  to 
his  slave  the  manner  in  which  he  shall  worship  God,  or  the  church  to  which  he 
shall  belong.  This  new  fangled  doctrine  of  the  Know-Nothings  to  hunt  down 
men  oa  account  of  their  religious  opinions  is  a monstrous  proposition.  It  is  at 
utter  variance  ^Yith  the  w’hole  spirit  of  our  government. 

And  where  did  this  pro'^cription  against  the  Catholic  religion  originate  ? It 
originated  in  the  same  section  of  the  country,  at  the  North,  where  those  three 
thousand  and  fifty  abolition  clergymen  got  up  a traitorous  petition  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Uniicd  State.s.  No  Catholics  joined  them.  No  Catholic  gigned 
that  petition.  Put,  Sir,  this  seems  to  be  an  effort  either  to  make  them  join  the 
abolition  party,  and  engage  in  an  abolition  crusade  against  the  South,  or  that 
they  will  drive  them  from  the  country  by  persecution.  Opposition  to  this  reli- 
gion is  tield  out  to  us  of  the  South  as  the  reason  why  vre  should  join  this 

Know-Nothing  ” order.  As  the  Catholics  do  not  wage  a war  against  us,  I, 
for  one,  am  opposed  to  waging  war  against  them.  As  long  as  they  obey  the 
Constitution  and  the  law.=^,  their  rights  should  be  re.-=?pected  by  every  man.  It 
is  a deep  laid  scheme,  ail  these  gho.st  tales,  cock-and-bull  stories,  and  old  wives’ 
fables  about  the  Jesuits  and  Catholics  of  the  United  States.  All  designed  to 
operate  on  the  prejudices  of  tlie  people.  They  expect  them  to  operate  as  a 
charm  upon  the  wfouth,  and  in  that  way  to  throw  us  off  our  guard.  We  have 
much  stronger  reasons  for  apprehending  danger  from  the  raacliinations  of  the 
3050  vrooly-headed  abolition  clergymen  who  with  the  wierd  sanctity  of  bigotry 
and  fiaaticism  are  disseminating  treason  from  their  pulpits,  than  from  the 
tiara  that  encircles  the  brow  of  the  feeble  and  harmless  old  man  at  Home, 
thousands  and  thousands  ot  leagues  by  land  and  sea,  far,  far  away  from  our 
shore.s. 

Put,  Sir,  in  this  connexion  let  us  see  what  is  going  on  in  New  EngLnd — a 
newspaper  has  thi.s  advertisement : 

Slavery  and  Popf.uy. — Hev.  Thomas  James,  a fugitive  slave,  will  ad- 
dress the  citizens  of  various  towns  upon  Slavery  and  I’opery,  and  show  their 
bearing  on  the  nation.” 

And  then  follovrs  a list  of  appointments.  If  a Southern  minister  should  de- 
sire to  preach  from  one  of  their  pulpits  the  privilege  would  be  denied  him,  yet 
this  negro  can  use  them. 

I have  seen  it  stated  ire<[uently  in  the  papers,  that  in  tlie  great  State  of  New 
York,  free  negroes  had  actually  formed  “ Kcow’-Nothing  ” lodges.  This  is  the 
conservative  party  which  the  people  O'f  the  South  are  invited  to  join,  so  a.s  to  w'agc 
war  a<:ainst  tltC  IT-pe.  Sir,  we  have  enemies  arJenty  our  own  doors  witliout 
iookind’  a«'ross  the  wmters  to  find  others.  How  is  it  propovsed  to  sustain  the 
Know  Nothing  p;jrty  ? Py  boasting  and  threats.  The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land (Mr.  Sellers)  would  have  us  believe  that  this  party  is  one  of  gigantic 
power,  and  that  he  who  ha.s  any  hopes  of  a political  future  siiould  not  be  so  ra.sli  as 
to  combat  it,  Ife  says  “ it  has  gone  sweeping  like  a whirlwind”  and  annihilat- 
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\n>X  iill  its  opponents/’  He  appeals  to  the  fears  of  gentlemen,  and  talks  to  them 
of  j*  )litical  grave,. — lot  him  take  heed  lest  when  looKiiig  around  for  burial  places 
f)r  others,  he  shall  himself  be  consigned  to  a political  grave  as  deep  as  the 

gloom  where  dreary  chaos  reigns  " and  where  he  may  be  even  beyond  the 
reach  of  tiiat  politico  geological  e^^plorer  of  whom  be  spoke,  who  at  some  fu- 
ture <lay  is  to  search  for  the  opponents  of  Know  Nothingism  among  the  fossil 
remains  of  an  extinct  race.  I,  Sir,  tender  my  thanks  to  tiie  eloquent  gentle- 
men from  I'^iississippi  and  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Barry  and  hlr.  Keit)  for  their 
expo.dtlou  of  the  objects  and  aims  of  the  Know  Nothings,  and  for  thvir,  morrd 
courage  in  being  first  on  this  floor  to  assail  the  priyciples  of  this  nev;  order — 
with  keen  blades  and  stalwart  blows  they  shivered  into  fragments  the  crazy 
mail  that  but  feebly  protecte'l  this  staggering  carcass  of  galvanized  federalism, 
and  exhibited  it  in  its  nakedness  and  hideous  deformity  to  the  gaze  of  the 
v.’orld.  The  order  had  not  then  so  fully  developed  its  ami-slavery  sentiment. 
The  gentleman  clamed  for  it  ” nationalfj/J’  YCe  were  to  hear  no  more 

of  the  invasion  of  Southern  rights,  if  they  d:ired  make  the  attempt  he  himself 
would  meet  his  Xortbern  friends  at  Mason  & Dixon’s  line,  not  as  brothers  but 
with  ‘Matnner,  brand  and  bow."  Let  hini  adhere  to  this  cletenninaLion  when 
the  rights  of  the  South  are  invaded-— let  him  be  prepared  to  defend  them — when 
the  Scotts  cross  the  border  line,  let  him  as  a true  knight,  wind  the  cornage 
horn. 

Know  Nothingism  professes  to  be  eminently  patriotic,  struggling  for  the  com- 
mon weal,  not  for  otilce,  "tv  ell,  hir.  Chairman,  why  is  it,  that  whet  ever  ihey 
have  reached  powmr  they  have  proscribed  all,  from  the  highest  oflicials  even  down 
to  the  hog  constables  of  the  little  towns.  Anticipating  a majority  in  the  next 
House  of  Kepresentatives,  there  are  already  hosts  of  applicants  for  the  places 
within  its  gift.  Yes  sir,  if  all  the  men  wiio  aspire  to  these  ofiices  w'cre  formed 
into  regiments  and  drilled  for  a few  weeks,  General  Scott  could  take  them  to 
the  Crimea  and  carry  Sebastopol  by  storm. 

They  are  looking  after  ail  the  place.s,  from  the  Speaker’s  cbvair  down  to  the 
humble  oflice  held  by  the  sable  hig-h  priest  who  ministers  ut  the  altars  of  tiie 
temple  of  Cioasina  in  the  basement  of  this  Cajfltol.  (Laughter.) 

Look  at  their  election  in  this  city?  It  was  an  extraordinary  affair.  They 
seemed  to  bo  after  the  Excherjuer,  the  flr.^t  thing,  like  Sir  John  Balstarf,  They 
desired  to  get  tiie  control  of  the  funds  of  the  Washington  National  IMonnmeut. 
They  banded  together  in  this  capital  and  proscribed  such  men  as  General  Win- 
field Scott,  Mr.  Seaton,  Gen.  Jones,  Eiisha  W'hittlcsay  and  others,  to  make  room 
for  such  renowned  and  august  individuals  as  Vespasian  Ellis,  French  S.  Evans, 

et  id  onme  genus." 

Yes  sir,  General  Scott  was  proscribed — the  eagle  was  .stricken  from  his  eyro 
to  put  the  mousing  owl  there,  lliis  plot  is  said  to  Inive  been  concocted  at  the 
National  Council  of  Know  Nothings  held  at  Cincinnati.  VvYat  right  had  these 
intolerant  proseriptionists  to  take  in  cbarfie  the  Monument  to  ^Yasbiagton  ? 
Let  his  own  words  rebuke  :hera,  I read  irora  a letter  written  by  the  Fatner  of 
his  country  to  a committee  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Ya.,  after  paying  a high 
and  just  compliment  to  the  Baptist  for  their  patriotism  and  liberality,  he  says  ; 

If  I could  have  entertained  the  slightest  apprehension  that  the  Constitution 
framed  in  the  convention  where  I bad  the  honor  to  preside  might  possibly  en- 
danger the  religious  rights  of  any  ecclesiastical  society,  certainly  I would  never 
liave  placed  my  signature -to  it*,  and  if  I could  novy  concei\e  that  the  General 
GovofTiment  mi^ht  ever  be  so  a-lministered  as  to  reader  the  liberty  of  conscfience 
iiiseeure,  I beg  you  will  be  persuaded  that  no  one  would  be  more  zealous  than 
myself  to  establish  effectual  barriers  against  the  horrors  of  spiritual  tyranny 
and  every  species  of  religious  perseentinu  ; for  you  doubtle.s.s  remember  I Lave 
Oiten  expressed  iny  sentimouts  that  every  man,  conducting  himself  as  a good 
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citizen,  and  being  accoimtablo  to  God  alone  for  bis  religious  opinions,  ought  to 
be  protected  in  worshipping  the  Deity  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  con- 
science/' 

Mr.  Chairman.  I have  beard  many  strange  seritiinents  expressed  in  this  bali, 
but  there  was  one  uttered  by  the  gentleman  from  Mass.  (31r.  Daubs)  which  for 
boldness  and  originality,  surpasse.s  all  others.  After  speaking  of  the  power,  the 
secret  plans,  the  covered  cavernous  ways  of  the  order,  he  says — 

Sir,  it  is  the  people  who  are  passing  through  these  avenues,  those  who  make 
judges  and  district  attorDey.s,  and  they  will  take  care  of  them  all.  They  will 
take  care  of  the  juries  and  sheriff’s  as  w'ell  as  judges." 

The  startling  announcement  has  been  made  by  a representative  on  the  floor  of 
the  American  Congress,  that  this  secret  order  is  to  take  charge  of  the  judges 
and  juries  of  the  country.  Yes  sir,  it  is  to  lay  its  ruthless  hand  upon  the  judi- 
cial ermine.  Y^heu  that  is  done,  our  laws  will  not  be  worth  the  paper  cn  which 
they  are  written.  If  the  judges  of  the  courts  are  to  be  overav^ed  by  the  com- 
binations and  machinations  of  midnight  conspirators,  what  becomes  of  our  indi- 
vidual safety  f Is  such  an  association  fit  for  American  citizens  ? Can  it  be 
commended  to  the  South  ? The  judiciary  is  the  great  shield  of  our  protection. 
Destroy  it,  and  the  Cnnstitutlon  would  bo  no  more  than  a rope  of  sand. 

They  took  care  of  Judge  Loiing.  This  is  an  illustration  of  the  stale  of  feel- 
ing CAisting  in  what  is  called  the  Athens  of  America.  There  a judge  is  pro- 
scribed for  doing  what  he  conscientiously  believed  to  be  his  duty.  He  did  his 
duty  and  I presume  that  no  man  will  here  deny  it.  He  delivered  up  to  his 
owner,  after  a patient  hearing  of  all  the  facts,  the  fugitive  slave,  Anthony 
Durn>;  and,  for  this,  he  is  proscribed  and  bunted  down  as  a wild  beast.  That 
is  what  is  meant  by  the  takiug  care  of  judges.  Is  not  a Know  A^othing  asso- 
ciation illegal  ? It  has  been  so  held  by  one  of  the  ablest  jurists  of  the  country. 
Judge  Porter,  of  Pa.,  once  a member  of  the  Cabinet,  in  a late  charge  to  a grand 
jury  in  reference  to  it,  used  tins  language  : , 

If  any  number  of  men  combine  to  form  themselves  into  an  association  by 
agreements,  vows,  or  oaths  to  control  the  opinions  and  votes  of  any  portion  of 
our  citizens  in  the  exercise  of  their  suffrages,  so  that  they  shall  vote  not  accor- 
ding to  their  ovrn  choice  or  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences,  but  as  a ma- 
jority of  such  association  shall  determine,  it  is  a conspiracy,  and  punishable  as 
such  by  Indictment. 

And  you  will  remember  that  it  is  the  agreement  to  do  the  act  that  constitutes 
the  criminality,  even  if  the  act, itself  be  mot  done.  It  may  be  well  here  to  ob- 
serve that  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  have  unthinkingly,  unadvisedly,  or  with- 
out being  aware  of  the  criminal  character  of  such  an  act,  joined  such  a.ssocintion, 
or  taken  upon  himself  any  such  vow;s,  obligations,  or  oaths,  they  are  not  binding 
upon  him  in  law,  and  ought  not  t<>  he  in  morals.  He  v.dll  enact  the  part  of  a 
good  citizen  by  eschewing  all  such  fellowship  or  association,  and  abandoning  the 
illegal  enterprise," 

This  Know  A'otbingisTii  is  a step  in  advance  of  Jesuitism,  it  combines  higher 
law  “ isn/' — it  claims  supremacy  over  all  laws.  Is  such  an  institution  to  be 
tolerated  : 

I.s  law  to  be  perverted  from  it"!  course  ? 

' Is  nbject  friuul  to  lea-aue  with  brutal  force  ? 

Is  freedom  to  be  crU'lictl,  and  every  son 
Who  dares  maintain  her  cause  to  be  undone  ? 

Is  base  corruption  cieej>ing  through  the  land 
To  plan  and  work  her  ruin  underiiand  ? 


.’'I- 


oie 


'«3 


ori^Sio;,2«Jf*roi<|o  Mfoi^ffM  i*oof«  b^O  oi  dWdxiiyw*  ^cisji  haM 

-m>o  owo’  aid  io  wl^ioib  adJ  CJ  ^gniqqidaiow  o\  fcwJooJotq  »o^ 

‘ . . ‘ . '\aoaai'ji 


*nnd  wWJ  01  J^«ai«l.X3  EJtrsvftiiJa^  X#^W  bwod  97Sfl  I 

^ - ...  ,-  *■  •jf  _ _ J*  ' . 'I 


.ncmniidO  .il^ 


Ttl  dfidi/  (Bdualt  .’ll/.),  (>oi4iiu  ao<?  io;w  )ud 

edJ  j7voq  Sd3  lo  soixaoqa  tal^A  4^adio  lT« 

ed  ,Talto  l#»'if<rv  f'l.-omaTica  biwaa  ailJ  ^«fr^5^  iaiaoa 

9ii:n:  oHw  ^wobta  aesrfi  rfs«6Tf{i  «tc  odw  alqoaii  w ir  ^i*8'* 

Iliw  VJdt  .11*  uiad)  1o  ‘W  H** 

" ^ ^ '*■'  '■  'ft*'-  ^ f 

10  13011  aill'no  ofU*1caHaiqoi fi  . 

Mjjbat  adt  lo  odaJ  oJ  jsi  lot  *3 

-ibif^  adj  b«»rf  aeaW^ci;  aJl  t4  ct  «4  ii  ,,tU  eVZ  .vjiawoa  taJ  I6  *^oC 

'iioidw  00  i&|iW{  ad:t  dtiW  .oaiona  l««  ^ 

►ttma  h$vrts7$y^  &<f  oi  9U''''$XWi'>4^:«0  07S:X*^^  a 

-ibm  lUo  ^o  ft^momxl  4«dw  )o 

i.d  5i  CflO  ? liCtJab^.*  i3U;5lt90?A  *>4  iii  0 1 IffofctT 

.oofliwJuiq  1^0  lo  bloida  tfiiatg  a*ir  « I fUpoB  m oJ  baboeifl^ 

'.baae  lo  aqot  c oo  aolluduuo^  odi  bO«  ^Ji 

h oil  Itf'  ^ 

-Oiq  ar  mdT  4 '«^ 

ferU  iib  all  .vJof/Bid  a4  Oi 4oi'ai??*d  x^^4^<?iW4oia  oi^  JiOJqb  lol  Wna* 

hid  of  qo  Jwrsa7ilo(>  oH  :^f4  ^ 

loodwjk  ,svSU  -oit-  f 

ut!X  Mn^ii  him  d m ,;>riTi}li; 

.-oiMii  ' '■‘’'  *'  " ' '*‘*’  '■' 

>X^imJ0a  odJ  .)p  ' 

bciits  M o3  oitf  'fA»  ••’  '^T-T^’»^7  ■"  --  »'v7-^  . 

' . f CfSiSMWoi  iddif  b#¥:'^l  0609T^1»1 

• ' ‘''  --5vi^  ' -i'iv  ® %t  ' ' 

yd  aoiffibcs^s  Off 

Ho  nciijwa  VP»  V»  iiMo/  te^#a^Wc^  iwfJ  ltn)««>  «J  eAa%«» ,«.»()»  ,«n<iMJ»Tg« 

•tin  1 «<  irJ';w*4'/l'^. w ###W  V *if»''if'««i«iJ»-  HWi>  wdr!>JiS(u& 
u »ltf«it«iM<i'  i>*u  ,rj,»;&Ms  k sA#  lUrfCeoiJaraotM  *u*  H»  tljifrt 

EolalrJdB'vo  /®At  Kwi  »<l»'o1)  <if  Wl  »i  H 3«rfj  3«te»(«M  M(w  oo.  fcoAf^i  ^ ■ 

-do  M OToi  u»w  ->is>ki*i'if  «Kt  Mti  Wit»7'9  .itilsolmiip  *rfi , 

’Mv  ia  jtlfc(»«iMia,iH  pwumJ  >®  »«j^  jjiwjj^pywi  ^ - 

,n-.i}«i/!V)»iw  iMW'SttW  >»«  liMf  Jji«i  Ho  HoSoiHfKda  fiattiona  9*.  Ho  ww*  g«W  «*«  '-'■ 

snilmidi  Joa  ,>hh7»  4vnxm}limiii  m»  a^piw  « 

« Ho  Won  teo  oil  .stawoW  4#^; «»  W«  irfsao^'lwr*  ,o«l  n,*  "(4.S »’wi.r 

odraoioofcoodo  fcua  ,(»(iH»JaMiis  Ho  V*  '^**^*7'r®yj--fc 

. I9<hi(f,0»«4rti0!>  «i  ,.<(K^I^8W^  ^ w I?**  « tlf  »iaold»«K^w>».^  W * 

ad  Oi  «X  ,,.e?/](ij(  B'a  w*I 


r.v 


M'VV‘.£ 


< W'V’ 


■ri'-' 


.V  w4:-  ■ : 

S: 


j - ■{#, 


Hi 


.M- 


Y’'  “ “P  ' ^ ■ ■^'"'1'  ” 

!,  \ 9twx  € #5Itn>1j5«*I^W  wq  p6  0 Wtd  , 

f m^-rri  dlfw  s»m:4»*»1  afN*^  i:^4*X 
to«ob«^ad  <0  i»d  t^oa^om  w<i*fi  odV/ 

fcfljd  jWJMfOowtt^Ai^gw^^j^^  H 

v,4h^'-  ■'*'  ' ^ ’ 

■>A'iT  \ (ii,i  i7.  . l,^JI**l;r!I^■JCil^»allyu.  ,.- 'P/i; 


{yfii 


i "7^1^41- 


311 


^^r.  Chairraan.  Iq  tbc  sincerity  of  my  heart,  I hope  the  people  of  the  South 
will  talce  warning,  and  not  affiliate  with  such  an  organization.,  T have  reason 
to  leUevc  that  many  good  and  patriotic  men  in  the  South,  of  both  political  par- 
ties, iiave Joined  this  new  movement.  It  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  take  W'arning 
in  time.  I beseech  them  to  study  more  closely  the  aims  of  this  order,  before 
deciding  in  its  favor.  I beseech  them  to  test  “Sam'’  by  bis  principles,  and 
they  will  (ind  that,  like  the  evil  spirit  when  touched  with  the  spear  of  Ithuriel, 
he  will  squat,  toadiike,  to  the  earth.  They  will  find  that  “ Sam,”  the  good  ge- 
nius of  the  order,  has  flirted  and  caressed  with  every  “ism”  of  the  day.  Sir, 
1 proclaim  it  with  pride,  that  the  State  which  I have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  rep- 
resent hns,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances,  been  true  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  Union —she  is  eminently  conservative,  and  no  “ism”  ever  got 
foothold  there,  and  for  this  she  has  been  charged  with  being  always  asleep. 
Uetter,  far  better,  that  she  should  sleep  on,  than  to  arouse  from  her  slumbers  to 
find  herself  locked  in  the  meretricious  embraces  of  that  graceless  liliertine, 
dubbed  by  its  godfathers  vrith  the  euphonious  and  classical  sobriquet  of  “ Sam.” 
I have  too  high  a regard  for  my  native  State,  to  suspect,  for  even  a moment, 
that  lier  people  will  be  controlled  by  su.-li  influences.  North  Carolina  will  do 
nothing  to  endanger  the  liberties  of  her  people  and  the  union  of  these  States — 
nothing  to  tarnish  the  bright  escutcheon  of  her  ancient  renown.  In  the  olden 
time,  she  was  the  first  to  rise  up  against  the  oppressions  of  the  British  King — 
within  her  borders  the  first  declaration  of  independence  was  made — the  hills  of' 
Nc’ckienberg  first  re-echoed  the  hosannas  of  a people  who  had  declared  them- 
selves free  and  independent,  and  along  Carolina’s  mountain  passes,  first  rever- 
berated the  sacret  hymn  of  freedom,  ‘-nature’s  melodious  anthem”  as  her  pa- 
triocic  sons  hailed  with  soul  stirring  shouts  the  newborn  Goddess  of  American 
liberty.  The  men  of  that  day  met  openly  and  boldly,  and  God  forbid  that 
th(dr  descendents  should  discard  the  noble  example. 

If  there  are  law's  requiring  repeal  or  amendment,  why  not  go  about  the  work 
openly  as  heretofore  ? The  time  is  not  auspicious  for  the  f^outhern  people  to 
inaugurate  new  practices.  It  is  said,  that  in  the  Know  Nothing  councils  the 
majority  govern  absolutely,  and  that  the  National  Council  governs  the  State  coun- 
cils. W iio  can  tell  what  mandatory  edicts  this  National  Council  may  issue  ? Nor- 
thern Know  Nothings  control  it — Northern  Know  Nothings  are  in  favor  of  exclu- 
ding all  persons  who  cannot  read  and  write  from  voting.  Will  their  Southern, 
brethren  stand  with  them  on  that  platform.  The  2\orth  has  kept  the  South  poor- 
bj*  high  protective  tariifs  and  navigation  laws — has  drawn  from  it  that  wealth 
which  would  have  enabled  it  to  educate  all  its  people,  and  now,  because  we  have 
a large  number  of  persons  who  have  not  received  the  benefits  of  an  education, 
the  Northern  Know  Nothings  arrogantly  propose  to  add  insult  to  injury’,  by  de- 
claring to  us  who  are  to  be  admitted  to  the  right  of  suffrage.  They  had  as  well 
let  us  alone ; we  can  manage  our  own  affairs.  The  Whigs  of  the  South  have, 
heretofore,  advocated  principles.  Why  quit  them  now?  Why  should  any 
Suutheru  Democrat  (juit  his  party  novv  ? It  has  proved  itself  equal  to  every 
emergency.  Under  it.s  principles  the  country  has  prospered.  It  is  the  party  of 
progresis,  of  State  rights — of  the  Constitution — pledged  to  maintain  all  its 
guarantees.  General  Fierce  has  proved  true  to  tlio  principles  upon  which  he 
'^’us  elected — true  to  the  Con.>titution,  and  consequently  to  the  South.  If  he 
has  lost  ground,  he  lo.st  it  by  m-aintainlng  the  rights  of  the  South.  He  has 
proved  himself  a friend  to  the  South.  Ingratitude  is. not  a trait  in  Soutiiom 
character,  and  every  true  D''raccrat  in  the  Southern  States  will  sustain  his  ad- 
inini.-itr.ition,  so  long  a.s  he  staii  U i>u  that  great  platform,  the  “ (''o.ustirution  of 
our  country,”  and  administers  the  Guverument  upon  the  principles  of  that  in- 
strument. 
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LETTER,  OF  HO.V.  A.  II.  STEPTiEX?,  OF  GEORGIA. 

Equally  elTective  was  the  following  able  letter,  in  the  caiiTass  in  Virginia  and 
other  Southern  States. 

Crawfordville,  Ga.,  3Iay  9th,  1855. 

Dear  Sir  : — Your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.  was  received  some  days  ago,  and 
should  have  been  answ^ered  much  earlier,  but  for  nij  absence  from  home.  The 
rumor  you  mention  in  relation  to  my  candidacy  for  re-election  to  Congress,  is 
true.  I have  stated,  and  repeated  on  various  occasions,  that  I was  not,  and  di  1 
not  expect  to  be,  a candidate — the  same  I now  sa3>-  to  you.  The  reason  of  this 
declaration  on  inv’  part,  was  tlie  fact,  that  largo  numbers  of  our  old  political 
friends  seemed  to  be  entering  into  new  combinations  with  new  objects,  purposes 
and  principles  of  which  I was  not  informed,  and  never  could  be,  according  to 
the  rules  of  their  action  and  the  opinions  1 entertain.  Hence  rny  conclusion, 
that  they  had  no  farther  use  for  me  as  their  representative;  for  I presumed 
they  knew  enough  of  me  to  be  assured  if  they  had  any  secret  aims  or 
objects  to  accomplish  that  they  never  could  get  iny  consent,  even  if  they  de- 
sired it,  to  become  a dumb  instrument  to  execute  such  a purpose.  I certainly 
never  did,  and  never  shall,  go  bcfu-c  the  people  cas  a candidate  fur  their  suffrages 
with  my  principles  in  my  pocket.  It  has  been  the  pride  of  ni}-  life,  heretofore, 
not  only  to  make  known  fully  and  freely  my  sentiments  upon  ail  questions  of 
public  policy,  but  in  vindication  of  those  sentiments  thus  avowmd,  to  meet  any 
antagonist  arrayed  against  them,  in  open  and  manly  strife — face  to  face  and 
toe  to  toe.’^  From  this  rule  of  action,  by  which  I have  up  to  this  time  been 
governed,  I shall  never  depart.  But  you  ask  me  what  are  my  opinions  and 
views  of  this  new  party,  called  Know  Nothings,  with  a request  that  you  ho 
permitted  to  publisli  them.  Tly  opinions  and  views  thus,  solicited,  shall  be 
given  most  cheerfully,  as  fully  and  clearly  as  my  time,  under  the  pressure  of 
business,  will  allow.  YYa  can  do  with  them  as  you  please— publish  them,  or 
not,  as  you  like.  They  are  the  views  of  a private  citizen.  I am  at  present,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  literall}  one  of  the  people.  I hold  no  oitice 
nor  seek  any,  and  as  one  of  the  people  I shall  speak  to  you  and  them  on  this, 
and  on  all  occasions,  with  that  franknes.S  and  independence which  it  becomes  a 
freeman  .to  bear  towards  his  fellows.  And  in  giving  my  views  of  “ Know 
Nothingism,’^  I ounht,  perhaps,  to  premise  bv  saying,  and  saying  most  truijq 
*that  I really  “ know  nothing’'  about  the  principles,  aims  or  objects  of  the  parry 
1 am  about  to  speak  of— cney  arc  ail  kept  secret — being  communicated  and 
made  known  only  to  tlie  initiated,  and  not  to  these  until  after  being  first  duly 
pledged  and  sworn.  This,  to  me,  is  a very  great  objection  to  the  whole  organi- 
zation. All  political  principles,  which  are  sought  to  be  carried  in  legislation  b\" 
any  body  or  set  of  men  in  a republic,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be  openly  avowed 
and  pubiiedy  proclaimed.  Truth  never  shuns  the  light  nor  shrinks  from  investi- 
gation— or  at  least  it  ouglit  never  to  do  it.  Hiding  places,  or  secret  coverts, 
are  natural  resorts  for  error.  It  is,  therefore,  a circumstance  quite  sufficient  to 
excite  su.^picion  against  the  truth  to  see  it  pursuing  such  a course.  And  in  re- 
publics where  free  discussion  and  full  investigation  by  a virtuous  and  intelligent; 
people  is  aliovrcd,  there  can  never  be  any  ju.=!t  grounds  to  fear  any  danger  even 
from  the  greatest  errors  in  religion  or  politics.  All  questions,  therefore,  rela- 
ting to  the  government  of  a free  people,  ought  to  be  made  known, . clearl\'  un- 
derstood, iTilly  discussed,  and  understandingly  acte*l  upon.  Indeed,  I do  not 
believe  that  a republican  government  can  last  lone:,  where  this  is  not  tiic  ca-e. 
In  my  opinion,  no  man  is  fit  to  represent  a free  people  who  has  any  priv.ate  or 
secret  objects,  or  aims,  that  be  does  not  open'y  avow,  or  who  is  not  ready  and 
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willinpr,  at  all  times,  when  required  or  asked,  candidly  and  truthfully,  to  pro- 
cdaim  to  the  assembled  multitude  not  only  his  piinciples,  but  his  vievrs  and 
sentiments  upon  all  questions  that  may  come  before  him  in  his  representative 
capacity.  It  was  on  this  basis  that  representative  government  was  founded, 
and  on  this  alone  can  it  be  maintained  in  purity  and  safety.  And  if  any  secret 
party  shall  ever  be  so  far  suceessfui  in  this  country  as  to  bring  the  government 
in  ail  its  departments  and  functions  under  the  baneful  influence  of  its  control 
and  power,  political  ruin  will  inevitably  ensue.  No  truth  in  politics  can  be 
more  easily  and  firmly  established,  either  by  reason  or  fipm  history,  upon  prin- 
cipie  or  authority  than  this.  These  are  my  opinions,  candidly  expressed. 

I know  that  many  good  and  true  men  iu  Georgia  diiier  with  me  iu  this  par- 
ticular— thousands  of  them,  I doubt  not,  have  joined  this  secret  order  with 
good  intentions.  Some  of  them  have  told  me  so,  and  I do  not"  question  their 
motives.  And  thousands  more  will,  perhaps,  do  it  vdtli  the  same  intentions  and 
motives.  Should  it  be  a short  lived  affair,  no  harm  will  or  may  coHie  of  it 
J)Ut  let  it  succeed — let  it  carry  all  the  elections,  State  and  Federal — let  the  na- 
tural and  inevitable  laws  of  its  own  organism  be  once  fully  developed — and  the 
country  will  go  by  the  board.  It  will  go  as  France  did.  The  first  Jacobin 
Club  was  organized  in  Paris  on  the  Gth  of  November  17t0,  under  the  alluring 
name  of  “ the  Friends  of  the  Consiitution,’'  o|uite  as  specious  as  that  we  now  hear 
of  ‘‘  Americans  shall  rule  America.’’  3Iany  of  the  best  men  and  truest  patriots 
joined  it — and  thousands  of  the  same  sort  of  men  joined  the  affiliate  clubs  af- 
terwards— little  dreaming  of  the  deadly  fangs  of  that  viper  they  were  nurturing 
in  their  bosoms.  31any  of  these  very  men  afterwards  w'crit  to  the  guillotine, 
by  orders  passed  secretly  iu  these  very  clubs.  All  legislation  was  settled  in  tiie 
clubs — members  of  the  National  Assembly  and  Convention,  all  of  tiiem,  or 
most  of  them,  were  members  of  the  clubs,  for  tlioy  could  not  bo  otherwise  elec- 
ted. An«l  after  the  question  was  settled  in  the  clubs,  the  members  went  next 
day  to  the  nominal  Halls  of  Legislation  nothing  but  trembling  automatons,  to 
register  the  edicts  of  the  “ (Jrder,”  thoogli  it  were  to  behead  a monarch,  or  to 
cause  the  blood  of  the  best  of  their  own  number  to  tlow  beneath  the  strike  of 
the  axe.  Is  history  of  no  use  f Or  do  our  people  vainly  imagine  th,at  Ameri- 
cans would  not  do  as  the  French  did  under  like  circumstances?  “ Is  thy  ser- 
vant a dog  tiiat  be  should  do  this  thing?”  said  the  haughty,  self-ctuifidant 
ilazecl.  Yet,  he  did  all  that  he  had  been  told  that  he  would  do.  “ lu‘t  hiui 
that  thinketh  he  standeth  take  heed  lest  he  fail.”  Human  nature  is  the  same 
compound  of  weak  frailties  and  erring  passions  everywhere.  Of  these  clubs  iu 
France,  an  elegant  writer  has  said  ; 

“ From  all  other  scourges  which  bad  afdictcd  inaukind,  in  every  oge  and  in 
every  nation,  there  had  been  some  temporary  refuge,  some  shelter  until  the 
storm  might  pass.  Luring  the  hoat’neuism  of  antiquity,  and  the  barbarism  of 
the  middle  ages,  the  temple  of  a god  or  the- shrine  c-f  a saint,  afibrded  a refuge 
fr.jm  despoti-e  fury  or  popular  rage.  ]>ut  French  Jacobins,  whether  native  or 
adopted,  treated  with  equal  seoru  the  sentiments  of  religion  and  the  feelings  of 
humanity  ; and  all  that  man  had  gathered  from  b's  experience  upon  earth,  and 
the  revelations  he  hoped  had  been  nnidc  him  i'rom  the  sky,  to  bless  and  adorn 
his  mortal  existence,  and  elevate  his  soul  wdth  immortal  aspirations,  were 
spurned  as  imposture  by  these  fell  destroyers.  They  would  have  depraved  man 
frv>m  his  humanity,  as  they  ■.ttempted  to  decree  God  out  of  his  universe.  INnfc 
contented  with  France  as  a ; ubject  of  their  ruthless  experiments — Europe  itself 
being  too  narrow  for  their  t xploits,  they  scud  they  propagandists  to  tliouew' 
Vvi-rid,  with  designs  about  as  charitable  as  tliose  with  which  Satan  catered 
Eden.” 

ibis  is  but  a faint  picture  of  some  of  the  scenes  enacted  by  tint  self  same 
party,  which  was  at  first  formed  by  those  who  styled  themselves  “ the  friends 
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of  the  Constitution.’*  An<i  wliere  did  tbese  secret  Councils  ” we  now  lienr 
of  come  from?  Not  from  France,  it  is  true — but  from  tliat  land  of  /.smv, 
where  the  jreople  would  have  gone  into  anarchy  long  ago,  if  if  had  not  been  for 
the  conservative  inlluence  of  the  more  stable  minded  men  of  the  South  ? And 
>vhat  .'Cenes  have  we  lately  witnessed  in  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  where 
thenew  political  organism  has  more  fully  developed  itself  than  any  vdiere  else. 
\Vhat  ana  its  fruits  there?  Under  the  name  of  ‘‘The  American  Party,”  they 
Inave  armed  themselves  against  the  Constitution  of  our  common  country  wliicii 
they  were  sworn  to  support — with  every  member  of  the  Legislature,  1 believe, 
save  eight  belonging  to  ‘Hhe  order,”  tlmy  have  by  an  overwhelming  majority 
vote  deposed  Judge  Loring,  for  the  clischarga  of  his  official  duty,  in  issuing  a 
warrant  as  United  States  Commissioner,  to  cause  the  arrest  of  the  fugitive-slave 
Lnrns.  In  reviewing  this  most  unheard  of  outrage  upon  the  Constitution,  the 
‘‘  National  Intelligencer,”  at  Washington,  says  it  “shudders  for  the  Judiciary.” 
An*i  if  they  go  on  as  they  have  begun,  avell  may  the  country  “ shudder,”  not 
ojily  for  the  Judiciary,  but  for  everything  else  we  hold  most  sacred.  “Mf  these 
things  be  done  in  the  green  tree,  what  may  you  expect  in  the  dry,” 

Lat  I have  been  anticipating  somewhat.  1 was  on  the  preliminary  ciuestion : 
that  is,  the  secrecy  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  party — that  atmosphere 
of  darkness  in  which  “ it  lives,  and  moves,  and  has  its  being,”  and'  v-dthout 
which  prohably  it  could  not  exist.  1 do  not,  however,  intend  to  stop  with  that. 
I v.iil  further,  and  give,  now,  my  opinions  upon  those  question,-.,  whicli  are 
Kuid  t :»  be' within  the  range  of  its  secret  objects  and  aims.  The  principles  as 
puhlnhcd  (or  those  principles  which  are  attributed  to  the  Order,  though  no 
b.Kiy  as  an  organized  party  avow  them,)  have,  as  I understand  them,  two  lead- 
ing i’K;as,  and  two  only.  These  are  a proscription  by  an  exclusion  from  of- 
h e oi  a;i  Catholics,  as  a class,  and  a proscription  of  ail  .persons  of  foreign  birth, 
ns  :i  class  ; the  latter  to  be  accomplished  not  only  by  an  exclusion  from  office 
of  ail  foreigners  who  are  now  citizens  by  naturalization,  but  to  be  more  eiiVc- 
lu-jlly  carried  out  by  an  abrogation  of  the  naturalization  law  for  the  future,  w 
?^ueh  an  nmen<lment  as  would  be  virtually  tantamount  to  it.  These,  as  we  are 
to  '1,  ar<.'  the  great  ostensible  objects  for  all  this  machinery — these  oaths — 
> — secret  signs — equivocations — denials,  and  what  not.  And  what  I have 
t}  «-ay  ' ; them,  is,  that  if  these  indeed  and  in  truth  be  the  principles  thus  at- 
t-oi;!-!,,,!  n.>  be  carried  out,  then  I am  opposed  to  both  of  them,  openly  and  uu- 
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I aui  opposed  to  them  “ in  v.  double  aspect,”  both  as  a basis  of  party  organ- 
izetior:  and  upon  their  merit.s  as  questions  of  public  policy.  As  the  ba.'‘is  ot 
p-i.’-fy  organization,  they  are  founded  upon  the  very  erroneous  principle  of  look- 
qt:g,  ii:  i to  how  thi3  country  shall  be  governed,  but  who  shall  hold  the  ot- 
he>'-  n.,it  to  whether  shall  h.ave  wdse  and  holdsoiiie  laws,  but  v/ho  sh.all 
‘‘  ru.e  li-,  though  they  may  bring  ruin  with  their  rule.  Udoq  this  principle, 
nil,  who  defeated*  Ucn.  tfhields  for  the  Scuate  iu  Illinois,  c.an  be  as  goo  1 
f-'  Aotbing,”  os  any  man  iu  the  late  “Macon  Council,”  though  lie 
a.s  he  doubtless  will,  to  repeal  the  Fugitive  wSlave  law,  and  against  the 
< n any  slave  State  in  the  Unioir;  v.’hile  Shields,  who  lias  ever  stoni 
b-  n.-tiuition,  must  be  rejected  by  S juthorn  men  because  he  was  not  born 
Liis  priuciple  a Boston  Atheist,  who  denies  the  inspiia- 
tn-n  ‘ot  ti,:-,;  Ubie,  bfcause  it  sanctions  slavery,  is  to  be  sustalued  by  bieoreia 
Kii'.'vv  A--tiungs’  la  ireference  to  me,  barely  because  I will  not  “'boivtoo 
hnee  f this  l.ils  • p^jlitical  god  th  *v  h.ave  set  up.  Tiie  only  La.-iis  'h 
pjrty  organization  >s  a-*,  agreement  amongst  those  who  enter  into  it  up.-'U,  toe 


J iraaii  Hit  fpio.suoa  of  ttie  day.  And  no  party  can  last  long  without  bnogiug 
Cisaster  and  ruin  in  its  traiji,  founded  upon  any  other  principle,  Idie  obi  ha- 
tmua!  I\  hig  party  tried  the  experiment  when  there  wa.s  radical  diflerences  v.i 


Opinion  on  such  questions,  and  went  to  pieces.  The  National  Ucinocratic  party 
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siTc  now  trying  a similar  experiment,  and  are  experiencing  a similar  fate.  This 
is  what  is  the  matter  with  it.  Its  vital  functions  are  deranged — hence  that 
disease  which  now  afriiets  it  w’drse  than  dry  rot.  And  what  W’e  of  the  South 
now  sliould  do  is,  not  to  go  into  any  ‘‘  Know  Xotliing^'  mummery  or  mischief, 
as  it  may  bo,  but  to  stand  firmly  by  those  men  at  the  Kortli  who  are  true  to  the 
Constitution  and  the  Union,  witliout  regard  either  to  their  birth  place  or  reli- 
gion. The  question  w'e  should  consider  is  not  simply  vrho  ‘‘shall  rule  Ameri- 
ca,” hut  who  will  vote  for  such  measures  as  will  best  promote  the  interests  of 
America,  and  with  that  the  interests  of  mankind. 

But  to  pass  to  the  other  view  of  these  principles — that  is,  the  consideration 
of  them  as  questions  of  public  policy.  With  me,  they  both  stand  in  no  better 
light  in  this  a.speet  than  tfiey  do  in  the  other.  The  first  assumes  temporal  ju- 
ri.sdicrion  in  '\fornm  conecientice’ — to  which  I am  quite  as  much  opposed  as  I 
am  to  the  spiritual  powers  confrolling  the  temporal.  One  is  as  bad  as  the  other 
— both  are  bad.  I am  utterly  opposed  to  mingling  religion  with  poliricsin  any 
way  whatever,  and  especially  am  I opposed  to  making  it  a test  in  qualifications 
for  civil  ofiiee.  lleligion  is  a matter  between  a man  and  his  Creator,  v;itU 
which  governments  should  have  nothing  to  do.  In  this  country  the  Constitu- 
tion guarantees  to  every  citizen  the  right  to  entertain  whatever  creed  he  pleases 
or  no  creed  at  all  if  he  is  so  ineiined,  and  no  other  man  has  a right  to  pry  into 
his  conscience  to  enquire  what  he  believes,  or  what  he  does  not  believe. 
As  a citizen  and'  as  a member  of  society,  he  is  to  be  judged  by  his  acts 
and  not  by  his  creed.  K Catholic,  therefore,  in  our  country,  and  in  all 
all  countries  ought,  as  all  other  citizens,  to  be  permitted  to  stand  or  fall  in  pub- 
lic favor  and  estimation  upon  his  own  individual  merits.  “ Every  tub  should 
stand  upon  its  own  bottom.” 

But  I think  of  ail  the  Christian  denominations  in  the  Enited  States,  the  Ca- 
tholics are  the  last  that  Southern  people  should  join  in  attempting  to  put  under 
the  ban  of  civil  proscription.  For  as  a church  they  have  never  warred  against  us 
or  our  peculiar  iustitutions.  No  man  can  say  as  much  of  New  England  Bap- 
tists, Presbyterians  or  jlethodists;  the  long  roll  of  abidition  petitions,  with 
which  Congress  has  been  so  much  excited  and  agitated  for  years  past,  come  not 
from  the  Catholics;  their  pulpits  at  the  North  are  not  desecrated  every  Sab-, 
bath  v.-ith  anathemas  against  slavery.  And  of  the  three  thousand  New  .Eng- 
land clergymen  who  sent  the  anti-Nebraska  memorial  to  the  Senate  last  year, 
not  one  was  a Catholic  as  I have  been  informed  and  believe.  Why  then  s’uould 
we  Southern  men  join  the  Puritans  of  the  North  to  proscribe  from  oiliee  the 
Catholics  on  account  of  their  religion  ? Let  tlu;m  and  their  religion  be,  as  bad 
as  can  be,  or  as  their  accusers  say  they  are,  they  cannot  be  wor.se  than  these 
same  Puritanical  accusers,  who  started  this  persecution  against  them  say  that 
we  are.  They  say  \vc  are  going  to  perdition  for  the  enormous  .si.a  of  Ijolding 
slaves.  The  Pope  with  all  his  followers  cannot  I suppose,  even  in  their  judg- 
meut,  be  going  to  a worse  place  for  holding  what  they  consider  the  monstrous 
absurdity  of  “ immaculate  conception.”  And  for  my  part  I would  about  as 
soon  ri.-k  my  own  chance  for  Heaven  with  him,  and  his  crowd  too,  as  with  these 
self-righteous  hypocrites  who  deal  out  fire  and  brimstone  so  liberally  upon  our 
heads.  At  any  rate  I have  no  he.sitaiicy  in  declaring  that  I should  much  sooner 
risk  my  civil  rights  with  the  American  Catholics,  wliom  they  are  attempting  to 
drive  from  office,  than  with  tliom.  But  sir,  1 am  opposed  to  this  pro.-criptiori 
upon  principle,  if  it  is  once  begun  there  is  no  telling  wdiere  it  will  end.  '\\Tion 
1 iction  once  tastes  the  blood  of  a.  victim  it  seldom  cea.ses  it.s  ravages  amongst 
the  foM  sc,  long  as  a single  reiuainir.g  one,  be  the  number  at  first  ever  .so  great, 
is  iett  surviving.  It  was  to  guard  against  any  such  consequences  a.s  would  cer- 
tainly ensue  in  this  country  if  tlii.s  efiort  at  proscriptiou  of  tins  sect  of  re- 
ligionists should  be  successful,  that  that  wise  provision  to  which  1 have  alluded 
Was  put  in  the  fundaiueuuil  law  of  the  Union.  And  to  maintain  it  intact  in 
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letter  and  spirit  with  steadfastness  at  this  time,  I hold  to  he  a most  solemn  pnh- 
lic  duty.  ' 

A nd  now,  as  to  the  other  idea — the  proscription  of  foreigners — and  more  par- 
ticularly  that  view  of  it  which  looks  to  the  denial  of  citizenship  to  all  those 
who  may  hereafter  seek  a home  in  this  country  and  choose  to  cast  their  lots  and 
destinies  with  us.  This  is  a favorite  idea  with  many  who  have  not  thought  ,,f 
its  ciiects,  or  reflected  much  upon  its  consequences.  The  abrogation  of  tlie 
naturalization  laws  would  not  stop  immigration,  nor  would  the  extension  of  tiie 
term  uf  probation,  to  the  period  of  twenty-one  years  do  it.  This  current  of  migra- 
tion from  Mast  to  West,  this  Exodus  of  the  excess  of  population  from  the  Old  to  the 
New  World,  which  commenced  with  the  settlement  of  tiiis  continent  by  Europeans 
would  still  go  on.  And  what  would  be  the  effect,  even  under  the  most  modiiied 
Orm  of  the  proposed  measure — that  is  of  an  extension  of  the  period  from  live 
to  twenty-one  years,  before  citizenship  should  be  granted  ? At  the  end  of  the 
first  twenty-one  years  from  the  commencement  of  the  lawg  we  should  hate  seve- 
ral miliums  of  people  in  our  midst — men  of  our  oevn  race — occupying  the  un- 
enviable pn.-irion  of  being  a degraded  caste  in  society,  a species  of  serfs  without 
thc'  ju.'t  franchise  of  a/reemtin  or  the  needful  protection  due  to  a slave.  Thi^ 
wouM  lo  at  war  wdth  all  my  ideas  of  American  llcpublicanism  as  I have  been 
taught  them  and  gloried  in  them  from  m}*  youth  up.  If  thero  be  danger  now 
to  our  iii^iitutions,  (as  some  seem  to  imagine,  but  which  I am  far  from  feeling 
or  beiitwingA  from  foreigners  as  a class,  would  not  the  danger  be  greatly  eu- 
hanced  by  the  proposed  remedy  ? Now  it  is  true  they  are  made  to  bear  their 
fhare  of  tiie  burthens  of  Government,  but  are  permitted,  after  a residence  of 
hvc  yuars,  and  taking  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution,  to  enjoy  their  just 
j.artiLif.ation  in  the  privileges,  honors  and  immunities  which  it  secures.  WouM 
they  be  less  likely  to  be  actached  to  the  Government  and  its  principles  under 
the  operation  cf  the  present  system,  than  they  wmuld  be  under  the  proposed  one 
w hich  would  treat  them  as  not  much  better  than  outcasts  and  outlaws  ? AJil 
wrinws  of  note,  from  the  earliest  to  the  latest,  who  have  treated  upon  the  ele- 
ments and  component  parts,  or  members  of  communities  and  States,  have  point- 
ed tins  out  as  a source  of  real  danger — having  a large  number  of  the  same 
race,  not  only  aliens  by  birth  but  aliens  in  heart  and  feeling,  in  the  heart  of  so- 
ck ty. 

>uch  was,  to  a great  extent,  the  conditi'>n  of  the  Helots  in  Greece — men  of 
to.:  ,'vifiic  race  placed  in  an  inferior  position,  and  forming  within  themselves  a 
th  gradtol  class.  I wish  to  see  no  such  state  of  things  in  this  country/  ^Vith 
ns  3>  the  South,  it  is  true,  we  have  a dc'-rraded  caste,'^  hut  it  is  of  a race  tirti-d 
by  nut  ure  fur  their  subordinate  position.  The  negro,  with  ns,  tills  that  place  in 
society  and  under  our  system  of  civilizadon  for  which  he  was  designed  by  ria- 
turc.  No  training  can  tit  him  for  either  social  or  political  equality  with  bis  su- 
p+-riC'rs  ; at  least  history  furnishes  us  w'ith  no  instance  of  the  kind  \ nor  docs 
ilui  uecro  with  us  feel  any  degradation  in  his  position,  because  it  is  his  natural 
pciiN*,  jPjt  such  would  not  be  the  case  with  men  of  the  same  race,  and  cumin ; 
Irntn  the  same  State  with  ourselves.  And  W'hat  appears  not  a little  strange 
and  ‘•uaguiar  to  me  in  considering  this  late  movement  is,  that  if  it  did  not  oii- 
giuau.*  wun,  yet  it  is  now  so  geaerallv  and  zealously  favored  by  so  many  ol 
tiiose  men  at  the  North  W'ho  have  expended  so  much  cf  their  misguided  phiia;.- 
thropy  in  behalf  of  our  slaves.  Thev  have  been  endeavoring  for  years  to  cic- 
vate  the  Atncan  to  an  equality  socially  and  politicallv  with  the  white  man- 
And  now,  they  are  nioving  hen.ven  and  earth  to  degrade  the  white  man  t > 
condirdon  Jower  than  th^it  Lei  ! by  the  ncg.vo  in  the  vSouth.  ddic  3Ias.sacuus  a.  '. 

Know  Nothing’^  Lugislaturu'  pa-sed  a bill  lately  to  amend  their  Consiitu.'i . in 
so  as  to  exclude  from  the  polls  in  that  State,  hereafter,  all  naturalized  citizmi-, 
from  wliatevcr  naiion  they  may  come;  and  yet  they  will  allow  a runaway  regr  ' 
fiiave  iroiii  the  South  the  same  right  to  vole  that  they  give  to  their  owu  nac.vc 
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born  SOTJ3  ! They  thus  exhibit  the  strange  paradox  of  warring  agiiinst  their 
own  raee — their  own  blood — even  their  own  ‘*'kith  and  kin/’  it  may  be,  wdiile 
ihev  are  vainly  and  fanatically  endeavoring  to  reverse  the  order  of  nature,  by 
making  the  black  man  equal  to  the  wdiite.  Shall  we  second  them  in  any  such 
inovoment  ? Shall  we  even  countenance  them  so  fur  as  to  bear  the  same  name 
— to  say  nothing  of  the  same  pledges,  passwords,  signs  and  symbols?  Shall  we 
afiUiatc  and  unite  ourselves  under  the  same  banner,  with  men  w’hose  acts  show 
them  to  be  governed  by  such  principles,  and  to  be  bent  upon  such  a purpose  ? 
This  is  a question  for  Southern  men -to  consider.  Others  may  do  it  if  they 
choose  ; but  I tell  you,  I never  shall ; that  you  may  set  down  as  a “ fixed  fuct,'^ 
— one  of  the  fixedest  of  the  fixed.  I am  not  at  all  astouishe'i  at  the  rapid 
spread  of  this  new  sentiment  at  the  North,  or  rather  new  way  of  giving  embo- 
dimetit  and  life  to  an  old  sentiment,  long  clierishecl  by  a large  "class  of  the 
Northern  people,  notwithstanding  the  paradox.  It  is  true,  Know  Nothinrrism’^ 
did  not  originate,  as  I understand  its  origin,  with  the  class  I allude  to.  It  com- 
menced with  the  laborers  and  men  dependant  upon  capital  for  work  and  em- 
ployment. It  sprang  from  the  antagonism  of  their  interests  to  foroieners  seek- 
in<f  like  employments,  who  were  underbidding  them  in  the  amount  of  wages. 
lb.it  many  capi'alists  of  that  section,  the  men  who  hold  the  land  and  property 
in  their  own  hands,  wishing  to  dispense  with  laborers  and  employees,  whose 
votes  at  the  polls  are  equal  to  their  own,  seized  upon  this  new  way  of  ofiecting 
their  old,  long-cherished  desire.  And  the  more  eagerly  as  they  saw  that  niany 
of  the  very  men  whom  they  have  ever  dreaded  as  the  insuperable  obstacle  be- 
tween them  and  their  purpose,  had  become  the  willing,  though  unconscious  in- 
strument of  carrying  that  purpose  out,  which,  from  the  beginning,  was  a desire 
to  have  a votingless  population  to  do  their  "work,  and  perform  all  the  labor,  both 
in  city,  town  and  country,  whicii  capital  may  require.  Ami  as  certainly  as 
such  a law'  shall  be  passed,  so  far  from  its  cheeking  immigralion,  there  will  be 
whole  cargoes  of  people  from  other  coutries  brought  over,  and  literally  bought 
up  in  foreign  ports — to  be  brought  over  in  American  ships  to  supply  the  mar- 
ket fur  labor  tl.rougliout  all  the  free  States  of  the  Union.  The  African  Slave 
d’rade,  if  ro-opened,  would  not  exhibit  a worse  spectacle  in  trafficking  in  human 
flesh,  than  those  most  deluded  men  of  the  North  who  started  this  thing,  and 
who  are  now  aiding  to  accomplish  the  end,  may  find  they  have  but  kindled  a 
fiamo  to  consume  themselves.  The  whole  sub  stratum  of  Northern  society  will 
soon  be  filled  up  with  a class  who  can  work,  and  wlio,  though  white,  cannot  vote. 
This  is  what  the  would-be  lords  of  that  section  have  been  wanting  for  a long 
time.  It  is  a scheme  with  many  of  them  to  get  white  .slaves  instead  of  black 
ones.  No  American  laborer,  or  man  seeking  employment  there,  who  ha.s  a vote, 
need  to  expect  to  be  retained  long  when  bi.s  place  can  be  more  cheaply  rilled  by 
a f'reigner  who  has  none.  This  will  be  the  practical  working  of  the  proposed 
reformation.  This  is  the  philo.sophy  of  the  thing.  It  is  a blow  ac  the  ballot 
box.  It  is  an  insidious  attack  upon  general  sufiVago.  In  a line  with  this  policy, 
the  “ Know  Nothing’'  Crovernor  of  Oonneetient  has  alreuviy  recommended  the 
passage  of  a law'  denying  the  rieht  of  voting  to  all  who  cannot  read  and  write'. 
And  hence,  the  great  efiorts  which  are  now  being  made  throughout  the  North, 
to  influence  the  elections,  not  only  these,  but  in  speeding  their  money  in  tj.ie 
publication  of  books  and  traces  written  by  nobody  kno'ws  who,"  and  scattered 
broad-cast  throughout  the  Southern  Srates,  to  indueuee  elections  here  by  appeal- 
ing to  tlie  worst  of  passions  arid  strongest  prejudices  of  our  nature,  not  oimrtiug 
those  even  wuiieh  bad  and  wic  :ed  men  can  invoke  under  the  sacred  but  prosti- 
tuted name  of  religion. 

Unfi  rtunately  t<<r  the  country,  many  evils  wliich  all  good  men  regret  and 
deplore,  exist  at  this  time,  w’hich  have  a direct  tendency,  wonderfully  to  aid 
and  move  forw'ard  ibi.s  ill-omcncd  crus.ade.  These  relate  to  the  appointment  of 
60  many  foreigners — wholly  unfit^  not  only  to  minister  offices  at  howo;  but  to 
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represent  our  country,  as  Ministers,  abroad.  And  to  tbc  great  frauds  and  gross 
abuses  which  at  present  attend  the  administration  of  our  naturalization  laws— 
these  are  the  evils  Ale  by  the  whole  country,  and  they  ought  to  be  corrected. 
Not  by  a proscrir-tiou  of  all  foreigners  without  regard  to  individual  merits. 
But  in  the  tirst  place  by  so  amending  the  naturalization  laws,  as  ctreciually  to 
check  and  prevent  these  frauds  and  abuses.  And  in  the  second  place,  by  itolj- 
ing  to  strict  aecountabilit}'  at  the  polis  in  our  elections,  ail  those  public  lanc- 
tionaries,  who  cither  with  partisan  views,  or  from  whatever  motive,  thus  im- 
properly confer  oliice,  whether  high  or  low,  upon  undeserving  foreigners,  to  the 
exclusion  of  native  uoru  citizens,  better  qualitied  to  fill  them.  Another  evil 
now  felt,  and  which  ought  to  be  remedied,  is  the  flooding,  it  is  said,  of  some  of 
the  cities  with  paupers  and  criminals  from  other  countries.  These  ought  all  to 
be  unconditionally  excluded  aud  prohibited  from  coming  ainongst  us — there  Is 
BO  reason  why  wc  should  be  the  feeders  of  other  nations’  paupers,  or  either  the 
keepers  or  executioners  of  their  felons — these  evils  can  and  ought  to  be  reme- 
died without  reporting  to  an  indiscriminate  onslaught  upon  all  who  by  industry, 
enterprise  and  merit  may  choose  to  better  their  condition  in  abandoning  the  re- 
spective dynasties  of  the  Old  World  in  which  they  may  have  chanced  to  have 
been  born,  and  by  uniting  their  energies  with  ours,  may  feel  a pride  in  advan- 
cing the  prosperity,  development  and  progress  of  a common  country  not  much 
less  dear  to  them  than  to  us.  Against  those  w'ho  thus  worthily  come,  who  quit 
the  misruled  Empires  of  tlieir ‘O’athcr  land,”  whose  hearts  have  been  fired  with 
the  love  of  our  ideas  and  our  institutions  even  in  distant  climes,  I wauid  not 
close  the  door  of  admission.  But  to  all  such  as  our  fathers  did  at  first,  so  I 
would  continue  most  freely  and  generously  to  extend  a welcome  hand.  We 
have  from  such  a class  nothing  to  fear.  When  in  battle  or  in  the  walks  of 
civil  life  did  any  such  ever  prove  traitor  or  recreant  to  the  fiag  or  cause  of  his 
country  ? On  what  occasion  have  any  such  ever  proven  untrue  or  disloyal  to 
the  Constitution  ? 


I will  not  say  that  no  foreigner  has  ever  been  untrue  to  the  Constitution; 
but  as  a chu'S  they  certainly  have  not  proven  themselves  so  to  be.  Indeed,  I 
know  of  but  one  class  of  people  in  the  United  States  at  this  time  that  I look 
upon  as  dangerous  to  the  country.  That  class  are  neither  foreigners  or  Catho- 
lics— They  are  those  native  born  traitors  at  the  North  who  are  disloyal  to  the 
Constitution  of  that  country  which  gave  them  birth,  and  under  whose  beueficeut 
institutions  they  have  been  reared  aud  nurtured.  Many  of  them  are  “ Koow 
Nothings, This  cla.ss  oi  men  at  the  North,  of  which  the  Massachusetts,  AAw 
Hampshire  and  Connecticut  ••  .Cnow  A'oehing”  Legislatures  are  but  samples,  I 
consider  as  our  worst  enemies.  And  to  put  them  down,  I will  join,  as  political 
allies  now  and  torever,  ad  true  patriots  at  the  North  and  d^uth,  whether  na- 
tive or  adopted,  Jews  or  C entiles. 

What  our  G-eorgui  Iriends,  whether  Y\  bigs  or  Democrats,  who  have  gone  into 
this  “ New  Order,”  are  really  Uiicr,  or  what  they  intended  to  do,  I cannot  imagine. 
Those  of  them  Tvhom  i xnc  .v  bavo  assured  me  tiiat  their  object  is  reform,  bom 
in  our  State  and  EeUerai  Admiaistracions — to  put  better  and  truer  men  in  tim 
places  of  those  who  now  witd'd  autiinrity — that  they  have  no  sympathies  party 
men  or  otherwise  with  that  class  i .speak  of  at  tlie  Aorth — that  they  are  for 
sustaining  the  Uidoa  plattorm  ot  our  State  of  1S50,  and  that  the  mask  of  io- 
crecy  will  soon  be  rem''Vr;d  wlicn  all  will  be  made  public.  If  these  be  tlicir 
objects,  aud  also  to  che- k the  Irauds  and  correct  the  abuses  in  the  existing  int* 
uralization  laws,  wiimh  have  meniionod,  w ithout  tlm  indiscriminate  pros'.ril  - 
tion  of  airy  c-i—'Ot  Citiz  ns  on  accuantof  rheir  birth  place  or  redgion,  tlicn  rlmV 
V ill  have  my  co-op'-ration,  as  I iiave  t.-ld  them,  in  evm-y  pr  ;pcr  and  iegirimattj  way, 
to  effect  such  a relormation.  Nut  as  a secretly  initiated  C'l-worker  in  the  dark  ibr 
any  purpose,  but  as  an  oj)cri  aui  Ijohi  aivocate  of  truth  in  the  light  of  day. 
But  will  they  do  us  they  say 't  Will  they  throw  oil  the  mask  ? That  is  the 
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»rj('?tIoD.  Is  it  possible  that  they  will  contiaue  in  political  party  followsbip 
with  their  wortliy  breihren”  of  .Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  Hampshire, 
auJ  the  entire  North?  ■ Every  one  of  \vhom  elected  to  the  next  Congress  is 
our  deadly  foe  ! l‘o  the}^  intend  to  continue  their  alliance  with  these  open  ene- 
mies of  our  institutions  and  the  Constitution  of  the  country  under  the  totally 
u’diiiamed  association  of  the  ‘‘^American  lErty’’ — the  very  principle  upon  which 
it  is  based  being  anti-American  throughout  ? 

True  Americanism,  as  I have  learned  it,  is  like  true  Christianity — disciples  ia 
neither  are  contined  to  any  nation,  dime,  or  soil  whatsoever.  Americanism  is  - 
not  the  product  of  the  soil,  it  springs  not  from  the  land  or  the  ground;  it  is  not 
of  the  earth,  or  earthly  ; it  emanates  from  the  head  and  the  heart ; it  looks  up- 
ward, and  onward,  and  outward  ; its  life  and  soul  are  those  grand  ideas  of  gov- 
ornmeut  which  characterize  our  institutions  and  distinguish  us  from  all  other 
people  ; and  there  is  no  two  features  in  our  system  wAich  so  signally  distinguish 
us  from  all  other  nations,  as  free  toleration  of  religion  and  the  doctrine  of  expa- 
triation— the  right  of  a man  to  throw  oif  his  allegiance  to  any  and  every  other 
fftate,  Prince  or  Potentate  whatsoever,  and  by  naturalization  to  be  incorporated 
as  citizens  into  our  body  politic. 

Poth  these  principles  are  specially  provided  for  and  frrnily  established  in  our 
Constitution.  But  these  American  ideas  which  were  proclaimed  in  17S0  by 
our  sires  of  No,''  are  by  their  “ sons”  at  this  clay  derided  and  scorFed  at.  We 
are  now  told  that  “naturalization”  is  a “ humbug,”  and  that  it  is  an  “ impossi- 
bility.” So  did  not  our  fathers  think. 

This  “humbug”  and  “impossibility”  they  planted  in  the  Constitution  ; and 
a vindication  of  the  same  principle  wms  one  of  the  causes  of  our  second  war  of 
independence.  -England  held  that  “ naturalization”  was  an  impossible  thing. 
She  claimed  the  allegiance  of  subjects  born  within  her  realm,  notwitlmtauding 
they  had  become  citizens  of  this  llenublic  by  our  Constitution  and  laws.  She 
not  only  claimed  their  allegiance,  but  she  claimed  the  right  to  search  our  ships 
upon  the  high  seas,  and  take  from  them  all  such  who  might  he  found  in  them. 
It  w’as  in  pursuit  of  this  doctrine  of  hers — of  the  right  of  search  for  our  “ nat- 
uializatioa”  citizens — tliat  the  Chesapeake  was  fired  into,  which  was  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  the  war  of  IS  12.  Let  no  man  then,  barely  because  he  was  bora 
in  America,  presume  to  be  imbued  wdth  real  and  true  “Americanism”  who 
either  ignores  the  direct  and  positive  obligations  of  the  Constitution,  or  ignores 
this,  one  of  its  most  striking  characteri?>tics.  As  well  might  any  unbeiieviug 
sinner  claim  to  be  one  of  the  faithful — one  of  the  elect  even — barely  because 
he  was  born,  somewhere  within  the  limits  of  Chri.?tciidom.  And  just  as  well 
might  the  Jacobins,  who  “decreed  God  out  of  his  Universe,”  have  dubbed  ‘b-cir 
club  a “ Christian  association,”  b-ecauso  they  were  born  on  Cliristian  soil.  The 
genuine  disciples  of  “ True  Americanism,”  like  the  genuine  followers  of  the 
Cross,  are  those  whose  hearts  are  warmed  and  fired — pui  ified,  elevated  and  en- 
nobled— by  those  principles,  doctrines  and  precepts  which  characterize  their 
respective  systems,  it  is  for  this  reason  that  a Kumscliatkan,  a Britton,  a Jew, 
or  a Hindoo,  can  be  as  good  a Christian  as  any  one  born  on  Calvary’s  brow,'^ 
or  where  the  “ Sermon  on  the  Mount”  was  preached ! And  for  the  same  reason 
an  Iri?liman,  a.  Ereuclmmn,  aGennan  or  llussian,  can  be  a.'^ thoroughly  “ Ame- 
rican” a.s  if  he  had  been  born  wit.hin  the  walls  of  ih.e  old  Independence  Hall  it- 
self. 'Wh'ich  was  tlie  “ true  Amciican,”  Arnold  or  Hamilton  ? The  one  was  a 
native  and  the  other  was  an  adopted  son.  But  to  return.  What  do  our  Geor- 
gia friends  iuteiul  to  do  ? Is  it  not  time  that  they  had  showu  their  hand  ? Bo 
fiiey  intend  to  ai'andoii  the  Georgia  Blat'C'rm,  and  go  over  “ horse,  fimt  and 
drago-ms"'  into  a pcditicai  alliance  with  Trumbull,  Burkee,  Vv’ilsou  L Co?  Is 
this  tiie  cour.-m  marked  out  for  themselves  by  any  of  the  gallant  old  IVhigs  of 
the  7th  and  8th  Congressional  Districts?  1 trust  not,  I hope  not. 
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But  if  they  do  not  intend  thus  to  commit  themselves,  is  it  not  time  to  tnko  a 
reckoning  and  sec  'wlutlu'r  they  are  drifting?  V/hen  ‘‘the  blind  load  tho 
bliml"  where  is  the  hope  of  safety?  I have  been  cited  to  the  resolution  wliieh, 
it  is  said,  the  late  Know  Nothing  Convention  passed  in  Macon.  This,  it  seems, 
is  the  only  thing  that  the  000  delegates  could  bring  forth  after  a two  days 
‘Mabor*' — and  of  it  we  may  well  say,  JP^ntes  parturient  et  ridicuhis  mu<; 
7iascitiir’' — The  mouiitains  have  been  in  labor  and  a ridiculous  mouse  is  boru.’^ 
It  simply  athrms,  most  meekly  and  submissively,  what  no  man  South  of  ?dason 
and  Kixon's  line  for  the  l:ist  thirty-live  years  v/ould  have  ventured  to  deny, 
v,'ithout  justly  subjecting  himself  to  the  charge  of  incivism — that  is,  that  “ Con- 
gress has  no  constitutional  power  to  intervene  by  excluding  a new  State  apply- 
ing for  admission  into  the  Union,  upon  the  ground  that  the  constitution  of  such 
State  recognizes  slavery.’^  This  is  the  whole  life  and  soul  of  it,  unless  wc  ex- 
cept the  secret  blade  of  Juab  which  it  bears  towards  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  con- 
cealed under  a garb. 

It  is  well  knovvn  to  all  who  arc  informed,  that  in  the  organic  law  of  tliese 
territories  the  right  of  voting,  while  they  remain  territories,  was  given  to  all 
who  had  filed  a declaration  of  intention  to  become  citizens.  This  was  in  strict 
compliance  with  the  u-mil  practice  of  the  Government  in  organizing  Territories  ; 
and  under  this  provision  that  class  of  persons  are  now  entitled  to  vote.  Kan- 
sas, in  two  elections  under  this  law  has  shown  that  an  ovcrwbelrain"  majority 
of  her  people  are' in  favor  of  slavery,  notwithstanding  the  Executive  infiaence 
of  the  Ereesoii  Governor  (Kccdj  whom  iMr.  Tierce  sent  out  there  to  prevent  it ; 
but  whom  the  people  have  lately  driven,  as  they  ought  to  have  done  from  the 
country.  Now,  then,  when  Kansas  applies  for  admission  as  a Slave  State,  as 
she  doubtless  will,  a Southern  “ Ivnow  Nothing, ''  under  this  Ilesolution,  can 
unite  with  his  worthy  brethren  at  the  North,  in  voting  against  it  upon  the 
ground  that  some  have  voted  for  a Constitution  recognizing  slavery,  who  had 
not  been  ‘-naturalized,''  but  had  only  declared  their  intention.  For  this  Keso- 
lution  in  irs  very  heart  aufi  core,  declares  that  the  right  to  establish  Slave  insti- 
tutions “in  the  organization  of  tiie  State  Governments,  belongs  to  the  native 
and  naturalized  citizens,"  excluding  those  wdio  have  only  declared  their  inten- 
tions. A more  insi'lious  attack,  was  never  made  upon  the  principles  of  the 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  rdil.  And  is  this  to  be  the  plank  on  which  Northern  ami 
Southern  “Know  Nothiurrs"  are  to  stand  in  the  rejection  of  Kansas.  But  to 
the  othar  and  main  objection,  why  did  it  stop  with  a simple  denial  of  the  bower 
of  Congress  to  reject  a r-tatc  on  account  of  slavery  ? Particularly  when  it  Lad 
opened  the  doer  for  tlie  rejection  of  Kansas  on  other  grounds  by  way  of  pre- 
text ? 'Why  did  it  not.  plant,  itself  upon  the  principles  of  the  Georgia  Kesolu- 
tions  of  1850,  and  say  wii  it  ought  to  l)e  done  in  case  of  the  rejection  of  a krate 
by  Congress  because  of  slavery  / So  far  from  this  it  does  not  even  affirm  that 
such  rejection  by  their  “ worthy  brethren"  of  the  North  W'ould  be  sufficient 
cause  for  severing  their  party  affiliation  with  them  for  it  ? 

Again  I w-ould  say,  not  rn!y  to  the  old  "Whigs  of  the  7th  and  8th  Conrjressional 
Districts,  but  to  all  true  Georgians,  evhether  Wffiigs  or  Democrats,  Effiii"n  men 
or  Fire-Eaters,  whither  you  are  d.-itting  ? '\Vill  you  not  pause  and  redect  ? Are 
we  about  to  witness  in  th.is  insane  cry  against  Eoreigners  and  Catholics  a fuiiii- 
meut  of  the  ancient  Larin  I’roverb.  “ (picm  Devs  ruU  I'^erdirc priiis  dcnn’n.tu^ ' 
AYben  the  gods  intend  to  destroy  they  first  make  mad  ?"  The  times  arc  i:’.- 
deed  portentous  of  evil.  The  political  horizon  is  shrouded  in  darkness.  No 
man  knows  whom  he  meets,  whether  he  be  friend  or  foe,  cxceiffi  th.ose  who  Inve 
the  dim  glare  of  the  covered  light  which  their  secret  .‘-igns  impart.  And  bow 
long  ilii.s  will  bo  a protection  even  to  them,  is  by  no'means  cortain.  They  h.  vo 
already  made  truth  ami  voracity  almost  a by-word  and  a reproach.  AYheii  trL  fh 
loses  caste  with  any  people — is  no  longer  considered  as  a virtue—and  its  da  ly 
and  hourly  violation  aro  looked  upon  with  no  concern  but  a jeer  or  laugh,  it  ic- 
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qnires  very  little  forecast  to  see  wliat  will  very  soon  be  tbe  character  of  that 
jicoplc.  But,  sir,  come  what  may,  I shall  pursue  a cou^'se  wliieh.  sense  of  duty 
deman-cis  of  rne.  While  I hope  for  the  best,  I shall  be  prepared  for  the  worst; 
and  if  the  worst  comes,  wdth  my  fellow  citizens,  bear  with  patience  iny  part  of 
the  common  ills.  They  will  affect  me  quite  as  little  as  any  other  citizen,  for  1 
have,  but  little  at  stake  ; and  so  far  as  my  public  position  and  character  are 
concerned,  I shall  enjoy  that  consolation  which  is  to  be  derived  from  a precept 
taught  me  in  early  life,  and  which  I shall  ever  cherish  and  treasure,  whatever 
fortune  betide  me. 


‘•But  if,  on  life’s  uncertain  main, 
jNlishap  shall  mar  thy  sail, 

If,  faithful,  firm  and  true  in  vain, 

Woe,  want,  and  exile  thou  sustain, 

Spend  not  a sigh  on  fortune  changed.” 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 


Col.  T.  W.  Thomas,  Elberton,  Ga. 


A.  H.  STEPHENS. 
% 
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From  the  Eichniond  Examiner,  I^Iay  I,  lh'o5.- 

KNOW  NOTHINH  HUMBUGS  EXAMINED  AND  EXPLODED. 

The  present  ciiuvas.s  has  been  prodigiously  fruitful  iu  all  sorts  of  ILoorback.'^, 
Imtnbugs,  misrepresentations  and  even  downright  falsehood.s.  The  whole  land 
teems  with  garbled  extracts,  apocbryphal  pamphlets,  l^lunchausen  paragraphs, 
and  statements  of  the  most  transparent  and  egregious  absurdity.  To  crush 
this  prolific  brood,  would  require  the  labors  of  a dozen  regiments  of  men,  like 
tbe  hero  of  tbe  Augean  stables.  ^Vq  propose  examining,  at  tins  time,  three 
of  the  most  current  and  common  place,  which  we  read  every  day  in  our  ex- 
changes. 

V/hen  a Democratic  editor  or  newspaper  points  to  the  identity  of  the  Know 
Nothing  and  the  old  Federal  parties,  as  far  as  their  common  hostility  to  foreign 
immigration  is  concerned,  he  is  invariably  told  that,  although  the  objections  to 
immigration  fifty  years  ago  were  absurd,  yet  that  the  causes  which  niado  immi- 
gration desirable  have  ceased,  the  land  has  inhabitants  enough,  au'l  that  we 
should  keep  the  domain  for  our  chiidren.  Without  stopping  to  point  out,  for 
the  fiftieth  time,  that  the  repeal  of  the  naturalizations  laws  will,  in  no  manner 
diminish  or  afiect  immigration,  let  us  see  whether  our  lauded  estate  is  already 
filling  up  too  rapidly. 

The  census  of  1S5U  furnishes  us  with  the  following  fact.s,  which  efTectually 
demonstrate  the  absurdity  of  this  argument  of  the  Know  Nothings  : 

Area  of  the  LYited  States,  3,bOG,SG5  of  square  miles  or  fl, 116,383,600 
acres. 

Number  of  acres  in  farms,  003,560,614 

Number  of  acres  improved,  1 13,03fi,614 

“ “ unimproved,  180,508,000 

Total  ia  farms,  as  abo.ve,  293,560,614 

■ It  has  therefore  required,  from  this  official  statement,  320  years  to  bring 
113,032,614  acres  under  cu!ti\auon,  and  wc  have  yet  left  the  .*iniail  number  of 
two  biiUu7ii>  three  millions  of  unimproved  lands.  We  are  therefore  certainly  not 
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in  imminent  peril  of  our  dense  population  covering  our  limited  possessions  two 
or  three  layers  deep,  and  the  excess  slipping  off  into  the  Atlantic  and  the  Paei- 
iic  oceans.  Thc.absnrdii.j  of  this  humbug  of  ivno.w  Nothingisin  might  be  ren- 
dered still  tncro  glaring  by  a calculation,  demonstrating  how  greatly  the  two 
billions  of  unimproved  acres,  might  be  snade  to  a<ld  to  our  national  wealth,  bj 
cultivation  and  population;  but  the  good  sense  of  our  readers  will  render  such 
au  argument  unnecessary. 

II. 

The  second  humbug  maintains  that  immigration  has  increased  the  pauperism 
of  this  country,  and  tluit  New  York  and  the  New  England  States  are  taxed  to 
support  the  paupers  of  E'.iropc.  ddie  simple  fact  that  immigration  profitably 
employs  a large  portion  of  tlie  marine  of  the  free  States,  rentfiers  their  railroads 
ami  canals  valuabie,  and  enriches  thousands  who,  in  the  shape  of  boarding 
house  keepers,  agents,  runners,  and  store  keepers,  prey  upon  the  immigrants  af- 
ter their  long  sea  voyages,  wouId.be  a sufficient  refutation  of  this  assertion. 
But  there  is  still  more  conclusive  evidence.  The  German  emigrants  alone 
bring  into  this  country  annually,  it  has  been  estimated,  11,000,0U0  of  dollars 
in  gold  and  silver.  The  commissioners  of  emigration  for  the  State  of  New 
Y"ork  so  state.  But  the  eacmi'js  of  immigration,  pinned  to  the  wall  by  this 
fact,  say  the  Irish  paupers,  not  the  Dutch,  are  the  rascals  who  are  devouring 
the  substance  of  New  Xork  and  New  England. 

Here,  aamin,  stubborn  and  umpacstioruibie  facts  nail  the  falsehood  to  the 
counter.  The  following  letter,  from  the  President  of  the  Irish  Emigration  So- 
ciety of  New  York,  effectually  spikes  that  gun  : ^ 


• Office  Irish  Emigration  Society,  ^ 
New  York  City,  Jan.  4,  1855.  f 

Dear  Sir: — In  reply  to  yours  of  the  1st  instant,  addressed  to  the  lamented 
president  of  the  Irish  Emigrant  Society,  lately  deceased,  relative  to  the  receipt 
and  disbursement  of  the  funds  received  and  disbursed  on  account  of  emigrants 
arriving  at  this  port,  I beg  leave  to  state — 

Tharin  3iav,  1847,  the  State  Dcgislature  organized  the  commissioners  of 
emigration,  and  passed  laws  requiring  that  for  each  alien  passenger  landed  at 
this  port  the  owners  and  coa^dguecis  of  the  vessel  bringing  them  should  pay  to 
the  commissioners  of  emigration — fimt,  SI  per  head,  with  50  cents  each  fur  hos- 
pital tax,  to  support  the  tiuaraotine  Hospital,  which  latter  was  decided  to  be 
illegal  and  was  abolished.;  then  it  was  increased  to  81  50,  and  at  the  last  ses- 
sion it  was  farther  increased  to  8d,  (wdiica  tax  is  included  by  the  owners  and 
masters  of  vessels  in  the  passage  nionej,)  and  giving  the  commissioners  authori- 
ty to  disburse  all  such  moneys  rcccive'i  by  them,  for  care  and  support  of  all  emi- 
grants chargeable  to  them,  and  to  every  city,  town,  or  county  iu  the  State,  for 
a period  of  five  year.=  from  the  <iate  of  their  arrival  at  this  port. 

The  amounts  received  by  tne  commi.-.iloaers  of  emigration  and  disbursed  by 
them  for  the  support  of  emigrants,  since  their  creation  in  3Iay,  1847  are  as 
follows  : 


In  1847, 
1S4S, 

1849, 

1850, 

1851, 
1859, 
1353. 
1854, 


193,203 

311,002 

815,876 

358,010 

469,538 

555,911 

571,651 

088,802 


00 

38 

16 

36 

27 

96 

92 

98 


83,401,187  03 
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■Which  have  been  all  disbursed,  less  the  amount  of  ^Gl-,000  now  on  hand, 
for  the  care,  maintenance,  and  support  of  eniignuits  arriving  at  this  port,  and 
clKirguablc  in  the  various  counties  of  this  State,  and  in  forwarding  them  lo 
their  friends  and  to  places  where  they  may  get  employment. 

In  reply  to  your  second  question,  I beg  leave  to  inform  jou,^hat  since  the 
creation  of  the  comraissioners  of  emigration,  the  city  authorities  have  paid  no 
money  on  account  of  alien  passengers  arriving  at  this  port,  nor  has  the  city 
incurred  any  expense  for  their  support ; on  the  other  Laud,  the  commissioners 
have  paid  since  May,  1847,  to  the  various  public  institutions  in  this  city,  for 
the  care  of  such  emigrants,  chargeable  to  them,  as  they  could  not  - take  care  of 
in  their  own  institutions,  such  as  lunatics  blind,  deaf  and  dumb  persons,  8d3,- 
400. 

^ ^ 5f: 

With  creat  respect,  yours  trulv, 

AND.  OAiUMGAN, 
President  Irish  Emigrant  Society. 

Keally,  the  President  of  the  Emigration  Society  is  too  cruel.  lie  proves 
that  a tax  laid  up'm  the  immigrants  more  than  pays  all  their  expenses,  thn 
there  is  now  on  hand  a surplus  of  G-1,0UU  dollars,  and  that  there  has  been  paid 
to  the  charitable  institutions  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  their  disinterested 
care  and  support  of  the  “ pauper  Irishmen,’’  the  sum  of  03,o00  dollars, 

TbN  then  is  a truthful  picture  of  Irish  pauperism,  and  New  York  philan- 
thropy. How  stands  the  matter  in  the  slave  States  ? Are  we  taxed  for  the 
support  of  the  German  and  Irish  pauper  immigrants  ? Baltimore  is  the  port, 
at  which  we  suppose  nine-tenths  of  the  European  pauper.s  are  landed.  The 
following  is  a leUtT  from  the  President  of  the  Maryland  Emigration  Society  : 


Baltimore,  Jan.  .3,  ISdh. 


Dear  Sir  : — I received  yesterday  your  favor  of  the  ‘29th  ult.,  asking  informa- 
tion about  tlie  aniount  of  head-money  paid  by  emigrant  passengers  and  its  ap- 
plication. In  reply,  I can  only  give  you  the  amounts  collected,  which  have 
been  as  follows ; 

In  1850,  . • ^ . ■ . . 10,01.5  ,11 

1851,  - 12,5<)5  20 

1852,  - - - - 20,12^  71 


1853,  . - - . I7,i>'5  77 

being  at  the  rate  of  81  50  for  each  passenger.  A portion  of  these  sums — say 
two-iifths,  or  sixty  cents  per  head — lias  been  annualiy  paitl  over  to  the  several 
beneficial  societies,  and  the  German  Society  has  been  the  recipient  of  some  live 
or  six  tliousand  dollars  p’cr  annum. 

1 am  not  aware  that  our  city  authorities  have  been  put  to  any  expense  on  ac- 
count of  emigrants.  There  is  no  speci-;!  proGsh  n made  for  them,  and  it  is  left 
to  the  German,  Hibernian,  St.  Andrews,  and  other  charitable  societies,  ti>  as- 
tnst  the  sick  and  indigent. 

3”ne  balance  of  the  head-money,  with  tlie  exception  of  trilling  donations  in 
instances  made  to  Dutch  pa.ssengers,  is  applied  towards  the  support  of 
the  Hallimore  city  and  county  alm.^liouse. 

i have  not  yet  ascertaine  i the  exact  nuinber  of  passengers  which  arrived  at 
thi.s  port  during  last  year  ; it  lias  been  somewhat  .nreatvr  than  during  the  pre- 
ceUmg  yea.r,  and  the  collectioas  will  probably  reach  820,0<I''0. 

B wiii  atlbrd  mo  plea?urc  to  give  ymi  any  funhm*  information  on  the  the 
Eubj-;ct  of  emigration  at  my  comiuaud  ; and  I remain,  with  siueere  reg-irds, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ^CHUMACHEK. 
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Par  from  beiri^  a tax  upon  the  people  of  the  slaTeholding  State  of  ^Inrj- 
land,  v^e  fiod  that  a large  part  of  this  ‘‘head  money/’  or  tax  upon  tlie  immi- 
grant?, is  actually  applied  towards  the  support  of  the  Baltimore  city  and 
county  almshouse?’  the  “ foreign  paupers”  furnishing  their  mite  towards  the 
support  of  the  indigent  native  Americans. 

III. 

The  third  Iloorbaek  and  humbug  of  the  Know  Nothings,  is  that  the  influx 
of  foreigners’ depreciates  the  price  of  labor.”  This  is  the  rankest  and  most 
transparent  nonsense  which  wm  have  yet  heard,  even  from  the  Order  which  has 
inaugurated  misrepresentation  as  one  of  their  cardinal  virtues.  The  price  of 
labor  is,  like  everything  else  that  can  be  bought  or  Iiired,  regulated  by  the  de- 
mand for  it.  If  immigration  did  not  open  new  resources  by  bringing  immense 
tnicts  of  land  under  eultivatiou,  by  opening  roads  fur  tiie  exchange  of  commo- 
dities between  the  various  portions  of  the  country,  and  by  an  increased  home 
consumption,  it  would  necessarily  come  to  pass,  that  a constant  influx  of  foreign 
mechanics  and  laborers  would  soon  glut  the  market  and  depreciate  the  price  of 
labor. 

But  the  fact  is,  that  the  wages  of  labor  have  increased  more  rapidly,  during 
the  last  seven  years,  than  they  have  ever  done,  and  yet,  during  the  last  seven 
t-ears,  immigration  has  also  more  rapidly  increased  than  at  any  subsequent  period 
of  our  history  as  a nation.  We  shall  not  insult  the  intelligence  of  our  readers  by 
elaborating  the  argument  which  this  fact  will  prove  to  every  sensible  man. 

I 


From  the  RichraomhExaminer,  May  ]5,  iS55, 

EQUAL  BIGHTS  AND  EQUAL  LAWS. 

Equal  Bights  and  Equal  Laws — these  things  have  ever  been  the  dearest  to 
the  heart  of  the  race  whose  de.-rcendants  we  are.  In  all  eras,  under  all  climates, 
in  every  alteratima  of  soci-'ty,  that  key-note  recurs  in  the  grand  symphony  of 
its  utterance  and  actioa.  liqu.d  Bights  and  Equal  Laws  I These  words  sum 
•up  the  political  system  of  the  Anmrican  States  and  the  American  people.  To 
them  thev  represent  all  things  that  arc  good  in  government.  They  have  fought 
for  them,''and  toiled  fur  them,  and  paid  for  them  in  money  and  in  blood;  till 
thev  thought  the  principles  tluc^e  words  express  were  so  won  to  their  possession, 
so  wrouahl  into  their  flesh,  so  mingled  with  the  life  stream  that  they  wmre  send.- 
down  to  after  atres,  ti*at  all  the  waters  of  the  multitudinous  seas  would  never 
v;ash  them  out,  nor  all  the  u'ro'.v^y  syrups  of  the  East  erase  them  from  the 
C'lemorv  of  any  p-'-steritv  of  tlu.-irs.  But  th  -,t  hornic  hope  was  only  a glorious, 
noble  dream.  'Their  children  have  already  furgotten  the  Declaration  of  Bights 
which  GO  pertain  unto  the  pei-pio  of  Mrgioi  v,  and  unto ‘their  posterity. 

As  the  white  cloud  by  d:iy  and  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night  were  insuiheient  to 
assure  the  wanderers  in  the  th'sert  of  the  presence  in  their  midst  of  the  God  of 
Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob,  ami  they  must  needs  uuike  a golden  calf  to  worship 
in  his  stead,  and  choose  other  leaders  than  the  Lord’s  anointed  ; so  arc  we  dis- 
cardino-  the  maxims  of  on  ■ fathers  whicii  have  brought  the  Kepuhlic  to  its  pre- 
sent pow  c'r,  as  worn  out  ti  ’.mp'my  utisuited  io- its  now  exalte]  e-'tate.  and  adv'p- 
tin‘*  a nev7  class  of  d .'gmau  at  war  with  the  example  of  our  anccsiors,  suKritu- 
tinc;  narrow  counsels  fl-r  nublo  and  exaUing  seutiments,  strife  for  harmony,  in- 
tolerance for  charity,  privilfge  for  (ojuality,  birth  for  merit,  hypocrisy  for  faith, 
and  makiuty  the  name  instead  of  a symbol  of  all  that  is  generous, 

brave,  hospitable,  self-reliant,  enterprising,  exeeileut,  elevated,  and  free  in  con- 
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science,  in  effort,  in  enterprise^  in  aspiration,  in  ambition,  in  the  person  and  in 
the  soul — a confined  idea,  limited  between  narrow  latitudes  ami  longitmlos,  sy- 
nonymous with  Ishmaelite  and  cur,  and  expressive  only  of  jealousy,  selfishness, 
ill -nature,  inhospitality,  meanness  of  instinct  and  narrowness  of  soul. 

And  that  which  make.s  the  blood  of  the  patriot  boil  with  the  fiercer  indigna- 
tion in  contemjdating  the  conduct  of  the  advocates  of  this  total  change  in  the 
genius  and  spirit  of  our  institutions,  is  to  see  them  hypocritically  attempting  to 
impose  the  belief  upon  the  ignorant  and  simple,  that  their  new-fangled  dogmas 
Lave  the  sanction  of  the  founders  of  the  llepublic. 

Equal  Kights  and  Equal  Laws  for  all  free  citizens,  wms  the  cardinal  maxim 
and  fundamental  principle  ruling  the  whole  conduct  of  the  framers  of  our  in- 
stitutions. They  prescribed  no  test  of  religious  faith  as  a qualification  for  of- 
fice or -citizenship.  They  expressly  forbade  that  so  proscriptive,  so  unjust,  so 
insulting  a test  should  ever  be  applied  to  the  freemen  of  our  country.  Although 
the  Kepublic  was  then  weak  and  the  Pope  was  strong,  and  although  taunted  by 
the  Arnolds  of  thorn  days  lo  measures  of  intolerance,  they  refused  to  require 
an  oath  purfring  even  the  Catholic  conscience  of  its  imputed  transcendental  alle- 
giance to  its  spiritual  Ruler.  They  left  these  .measures  of  proscription  to  be 
taken  by  new  light  statesmen  of  the  present  hour — when  ours  has  become  the 
strongest  power  on  earth,  and  the -Pope  the  weakest  potentate — when  Protes- 
tantism has  come  to  number  in  proselytes  and  creeds  as  the  sands  of  the  sea, 
and,  growing  up  like  the  spreading  oak,  is  stretching  out  its  limbs  to  the  four 
winds  of  heaven,  and  like  the  banyan  tree  of  India,  is  reaching  forth  its  arms, 
and  striking  down  its  roots  into  all  regions  of  the  earth.  They  left  the  people 
the  option  to  choose  from  among  the  members  of  all  the  different  religious  per- 
suasions, whomsoever  themselves  and  not  unequal  laws  should  adjudge  most 
honest,  most  capable  and  most  faithful  to  the  Constitution.’^  They  left  it  to 
modern  bigots,  by  demagogue  oaths  and  unequal  laws,  to  cut  the  people  off’ 
from  one  entire  religious  persuasion  in  their  elections  of  public  servants  : and 
to  prescribe  a rule  and  enforce  an  oath,  which,  if  Brigham  Young  and  Judge 
Taney  were  rival  candidates  for  office,  would  command  them — the  people  — 
to  vote  for  the  polygamist,  the  outlaw,  the  impostor,  the  whoremonger,  the 
adulterer,  the  brute  and  the  infidel,  rather  than  for  the  man — durum  vcucrabue 
iiomm  yentibus^  et  mult  am  iimMrsc  quod  proderat  urhi 

The  same  great  principle  of  equal  rights  and  equal  laws  for  free  citizens  wa.s 
carried  by  our  fathers  into  their  welcome  to  the  emigrant.  They  required  a 
probationary  residence  of  the  foreigner  as  requisite  to  the  attainment  of  cirizon- 
ship,  it  is  true;  but,  once  a citizen,  they  made  the  emigrant  a peer  of  the 
proudest  native  in  respect  of  all  the  privih-^ges  and  franchise.s  of  the  citizen. 
True  it  was,  that  our  fathers,  in  consideration  of  the  tender  years  of  the  Re- 
public, its  infancy  and  weakness,  the  power  of  hostile  govern ment.s  whose  ty- 
ranny it  had  escaped  by  miracle,  the  jealousy  with  which  the  monarchies  abroad 
regarded  our  free  iustitutions,  and  the  danger  of  iasidioiis  efforts  from  tiiat 
quarter  to  undermine  our  liberties  unawares  to  our  people  while  few  and  feeble, 
ordained  that  the  Eederal  executive  and  some  of  the  State  executives  should  be 
native  male  citizens.  But  there  they  stopped,  and  that  was  the  single  excep- 
tion which  they  engrafted  upon  that  wonderful  system  of  legislation,  which  they 
planted  upon  the  foundation  stone  of  Equal  Laws  and  Eop.ial  Rights.  Y ith 
tjjat  .single  exception,  they  left  the  unrestricted  choice  of  their  public  servan  s 
to  tlic  people — to  the  judgment,  the  discernment,  the  discrimination,  the  pa- 
irlotruu,  the  justice,  tlie  WILL  of  the  people.  Proceeding  upon  the  great 
Aiuei'ican  maxim,  of  the  capacity  of  the  peo[*lo  for  sclf-govt-rument,  they  did 
Ut)t  c.';say  to  prescribe  to  them  from  what  class  of  citizens  ihey  should  .'clect 
their  servants,  or  by  what  accidents  of  birth  or  privilege  they  should  restrict 
their  choice,  d'hey  left  it  to  the  innovating  demagogues  of  the  present  day  to 
deny  the  capacity  of  the  people  for  self-government,  and  to  hamper  the  l^OPU- 
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LAR  WILL  and’  paralyze  the  elective  francIiLe  by  unequal  laws  and  extra* 
judicial  oaths,  UT).dcr  wliicli,  if  the  felon  Aai'Lv:  American^  E.  Z.  C.  dudson* 
and  that  great  and  generous  foreignerj  the  Marquis  Lah’ayette,  were  rival  candi- 
dates for  ofticc,  the  people  would  be  compelled,  in  the  exercise  of  the  highest 
function  of  the  American  freeman,  to  e.vaU  the  convict  and  pro.scribo  the  hero — 
under  which  base  laws  and  oaths  restricting  the  people  in  the  exercise  of  th.e 
eketive  franchise,  if  all  the  foreigners  wafted  by  ship  loads  to  our  shores  were 
Oallaiins  and  LeKalbs,  and  all  our  natives  were  Garrisons,  Phillipses  and  Burns 
rescuers  and  rioters,  they — the  people — would  be  compelled  to  burl  the  G illa- 
tins  from  pjwer  and  substitute  an  infamous  litter  of  Vv’ilsons,  Hisses  and  Fol- 
soms in  their  places.  Yes,  our  fathers  left  it  to  the  innovators  of  the  present 
evil  hour,  to  deny  to  the  people  the  liberty  of  choosing  their  public  servants 
according  to  their  jud::raent,  patriotism  and  WILL,  and,  distrusting  tlie  great, 
primary  American  doctrine — the  capacity  of  the  people  for  self-government  — 
to  fetter  the  people's  judgments,  their  wishes  and  their  choice  with  unequal  laws 
and  extra-judicial  oaths. 

In  their  desperation,  these  innovators  are  now  vouching,  at  this  late  hour  of 
the  Virginia  canva.-s,  and  as  a last  recourse  to  support  a failii'.g  c'ni^e,  certain 
resolutions  of  the  Virginia  General  Assembly  of  17b9,  proposing:  to  exclude 
foreign-born  persons,  thereafter  to  come  into  the  country,  from  the  two  houses 
of  Congress  aud  tlie- Executive  and  Judicial  offices  of  the  federal  government, 
running  in  these  words  : 

“The  general  assembly,  nevertheless,  concurring  in  opinion  with  the  legisla- 
ture of  Massaehusets.  that  every  constitutional  barrier  should  be  opposed  to  the 
introduction  of  foreign  iiitlucnce  into  our  national  councils  : 

R<j^oh:c(>,  That  the  constitution  ought  to  be  so  amended,  that  no  foreigner 
v;ho  shall  not  have  acquired  rights  under  the  constitution  and  laws  at  the  time 
of  making  this  amendment,  shall  thereafter  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  senator 
or  representative  in  ihe  Congress  of  the  United  Ititates,  nor  to  any  office  in  the 
judiciary  or  executive  departments. 

Agreed  to  by  tlie  Senate,  January  16,  1799.’^ 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  th.at  immortal  body,  just  after  their  memora- 
ble contest  over  the  Alien  and  Sedition  laws,  and  was  doubtless  orfered  by  the 
illustrious  Afirginians  of  that  day,  in  the  generosi^}'  of  victors  to  the  vanquished, 
as  a testimonial  of  a spirit  of  compromise  and  concession  on  their  part  towards 
a fallen  adversary  afrer  his  ignominions  defeat.  The  resolution  ruoposed  to 
extend  the  exception  already  inenfioned  in  respect  to  tlie  presidency  of  the 
Union  and  Goveraor.-hip  of  sorne  of  the  States — an  exception  to  the  great 
American  doctrine  of  eqnal  laws  and  equal  rights — to  the  subordinato  offices  of 
the  tederal  Exocutive,  and  to  the  federai  Judiciary  and  the  federal  L'-Luslagure. 
It  was  a co’ucession  on  the  part  of  those  illustrion.s  men  to  the  advocates  of  tlie 
Alien  and  vSeditibn  laws,  which  their  own  after  conduct  proves  that  they  them- 
selves con.sidered  unwise  and  unnecessary.  They  thcmsclv'’s  condemned  it  as  a 
temporary  Indiscretion,  and  lAc  ic  i')  sink  into  sudden  and  incontinent  oblivian. 
The  r.:solation  has  slept  the  sleep  of  death  upon  the  statute  bo'dx  ever  since. 
It  is  as  obsolete  a.s  its  cotemporary  mea-ures  of  National  B.mk  and  Pro^cenve 
Tariff:  and  was  burled  stili-boni  by  the  very  statesmen  v.'h’o  are  novy^  appealed 
to  as  its  aurlmrs. 

IbCit  maidt  ilio  di'iri zenuoasn-css  of  this  effort  of  the  latter  day.  Know  Notl;- 
ings  to  array  this  res'-lution  against  the  doctrine  of  equal  rights  and  equal  laws, 
and  to  set  the  illustrious  statesmen  of  '6S  and  T9  at  war  with  themselves. 
The  resolutions  of  the  Ma.ssachusetts  Know  Nothing  Legislature  of  '99,  to 
T»  hich  this  A'irgluia  resolution  responded^  had  invited  those  statcsineu  to  do  a mean 
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thing,  an  unjust  thing,  an  infamous  thing — had  invited  them  to  exclude  foreign 
ooni  citizens,  already  naturalized,  and  alrec.dy  entitled  under  the  Constitution 
as  it  was,  and  the  laws  as  they  stood  upon  the  statute  book,  from  an  Cfjual  par- 
tieir»ation  in  the  offiees,  privileges  and  franchises  of  the  country.  In  short,  the 
Massachusetts  ijegislature  of  that  day  recommended  the  proscriptive  principle 
which  is  incorporated  in  the  foliowing  anicie  of  the  Know  Kothing  creed  : 

You,  of  your  own  free  will  and  accord,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God 
and  these  witnessess,  your  right  hand  resting  on  this  Holy  liiblc  and  Cross, 
and  your  left  hand  raised  toward  Heaven,  in  token  of  sincerity,  do  solemnly 
promise  and  swear  that  you  will  not  vote,  nor  give  your  iniluenee,  for  any  man 
for  any  othee  in  the  gift  of  the  people  unless  he  be  an  American  born  citizen, 
in  favor  of  Americans  ruling  Americad’ 

— an  oath  which  cuts  at  the  very  roots  of  those  solemn  guarantees  sH  the  Con- 
stitution which  have  already  given  to  the  alien  born  citizen  heretofore  natural- 
ized, the  free,  unrestricted  benefit  of  the  same  equal  laws  and  equal  rights 
which  is  enjoyel  by  the  native  citizen — an  oath  retrospective  in  its  operation, 
e.c  pp.if.  f irto  in  its  disfranchiseruents.  violative  of  vested  rights^  and  repudiatory 
of  the  long  standing  compact  between  our  country  on  the  one  band,  and  the 
domiciliated  emigrant  on  the  other,  who  has  sought  its  shores  under  the  aliure- 
iiient  of  those  guar  mtees  of  equality  and  hospitality  which  shone  forth  from 
the  Constitution  in  letters  of  gold,  so  refulgent  as  to  have  tempted  him  to  for- 
sake home  and  kindred,  to  have  tVn’sworn  sovereign  and  allegiance,  and  to  have 
sought  a country  then  oifering  citizenship  and  equality,  but  now  proposing  to 
degrade  him  into  an  exile  and  a Helot. 

That  was  the  proposition  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  to  the  illustrious 
Tirgiiiians  of  ’99  ; and  now  mark  the  noble  language  in  which  they  replied, 
and  ponder  the  resolution  which  it  has  suited  the  Know  Nothings  to  suppress, 
and  which  precedes  the  one  printed  above,  on  which  they  rely  to  sustain  their 
measures  of  proscription  and  iutolerance  : 

^‘The  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  considering  that  the  privation  of  perso- 
nal rights  solemnly  sanctioned  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  btatesj  is 
arbitrary  and  unjast;  that  the  riyht  of  election  to  ofice,  is  one  of  the  mnst 
important  secured  thereby  to  the  citizen  ; and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  destroyed 
or  impaired,  especially  by  regulations  having  a retrospective  operation  : 

Therefore,  Hesolved,  That  tlie  pr.iposition  from  the  legislature  of  tiie  State 
of  Massachusetts,  liaving  for  its  objeet  the  exclusion  o?  certain  cirizons  irmu 
their  eligibility  to  ofices,  which  feiigibilitj]  they  now  actually  possess,  anil  the 
exclusion  of  other  persons  who  may  become  possessed  thereof  upon  the  p udor- 
manco  of  certain  conditions  held  out  to  them  by  existing  laws  ; [Tm-iniirig  the 
naturotization  I-iwsl — ■thus,  by  a retrospective  regulation,  improper  in  itself,  and 
inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  all  our  civil  institutions,  infringing  the  rights  of 
persons  solemnly  guarauceed  by  the  constitution  an-1  laws — is  arbitrary  and 
unjust  ; and,  that  it  ought  not  to  receive  the  approbation  of  the  general  as- 
sembly.’’ 

Then  follow  the  resolutions  already  quoted.  Let  tb.e  Know  Nothings  read 
these  passages  and  bang  their  heads  for  shame,  that  they  ever  appealed  to  the 
autiiurdy  of  the  Virgiufa  statesmen  of  1799  to  sastaiii  their  schemes  of  pro- 
scription. 
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From  the  Washington  Union. 

VIOLENCE  TEE  NATDTwVL  CONSEQUENCE  OF  THE  KNOW 
NOTHINa  OHGANIZATION  AND  DOCTRINES. 

The  public  press  has  recently  becii  filled  with  the  gross  and  sickening  details 
of  riot  and  crime  in  our  cities  and  towns,  growing  out  of  the  new  Know  Noth- 
ing  organization  and  the  spirit  its  movements  have  provoked.  It  has  been  found 
that  even  in  this  country,  which  proudly  boasts  that  the  law  of  the  land  is  su-  ' 
preme  and  acquiesced  in  by  all,  the  constituted  authorities  are  found  incompe- 
tent or  unwilling  to  repress  disorder  and  protect  from  violence  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  the  citizens.  "We  question  much  whether,  during  the'  last  year,  under 
the  uutrocrat  of  Russia,  or  him  of  France,  more  frequent  or  mor^  flagraiit  out- 
rages upon  the  rights  of  personal  liberty  and  property  have  taken  place  than 
those  who  have  brought  the  blush  of  shame  to  the  cheek  of  every  true  Ameri- 
can citizen.  Private  houses  are  given  to  the  fiames,  churches  are  destroyed, 
murder  stalks  boldly  forth,  uurepressed  and  unpunished  ; whilst  the  authors  of 
these  outrages,  not  satisfied  with  such  achievements,  find  ample  time  for  attack- 
ing the  peaceful  assemblages  of  their  opponents,  and  for  even  blackening  the 
character  of  those  native  Americans  w’ho  will  not  join  with  them  in  the  cry, 
that  every  Ckitholic  woman  who  goes  to  confession  is  ievrd,  every  priest  a sworn 
foe  to  our  liberties,  and  every  Roman  Catholic  an  incipient  traitor  to  the  con- 
stitution. 

There  is  at  least  one  fortunate  feature  in  all  this  spectacle  of  calumny  and 
crime.  It  is  leading  men  everywhere  to  refiect  upon  the  causes  and  progress  of 
these  moral  heresies,  and  to  bestir  themselves  to  the  task  of  their  removal. 
The  calm  and  reiiecting  of  all  parties  are  beginning  to  appreciate  the  fact  that 
our  free  institutions,  won  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers,  are  only  to  be  preserved 
by  our  owm  constancy,  zeal,  and  vigilance.  It  is  not  enough  to  chant  paeans  to 
the  names  of  Wa-hington,  Patrick  Henry,  and  Jefierson,  but  we  must  bring 
home  their  teachings  to  the  popular  heart,  and  by  the  example  of  their  tolerant 
and  liberal  doctrines  shame  those  to  silence  who  have  either  forgotten  or  re- 
pudiated the  principles  ingrafted  upon  our  constitution  by  those  illustrious  pa- 
triots. 

The  connexion  between  the  doctrines  of  tbe  Kaovr  Nothing  or  native  Ameri- 
can party,  and  the  recent  developments  of  crime  and  outrage,  is  too  obvious  to 
be  overlooke<l.  What  is  •‘Know  Nothingism'”  but  the  turning  of  the  bad  pas- 
sions of  our  fallen  nature  into  a particular  direction  ? The  evil  feelings  of 
malice  and  hate,  and  intoleranco  to  our  opponents,  to  which  humanity  is  but 
too  prone,  have  been  industriously  stimulated  and  concentrated  upon  the  adhe- 
rents of  a particular  faith,  and  upon  the  helpless  and  unfortunate  emigrant, 
who,  fleeing  from  tyranny  and  thanking  God  that  hi.s  feet  have  at  last  touched 
the  soil  of  ff<‘cdom,  finds  to  his  dismay  that  the  spirit  of  persecution  is  before 
as  well  as  behind  him,  and  meets  with  a scourge  where  he  hoped  for  an  asylum. 
And  this  is  republican  hospitallry  1 xV  constitution  and  laws  wdiich  offer  heart 
and  hand  to  the  emigrant  and  the  Roman  Catholic,  but  a secret  organization  as- 
piring to  override  both  constitution  and  laws,  which  substitutes  for  the  olive 
branch  of  peace  the  sword  and  dagger  of  relentless  bigotry  1 When  men,  in- 
stead of  being  taught  to  feel  their  own  sins,  to  aiiicnd  their  own  lives  and  purify 
their  own  conduet,  are,  on  the  contrary,  daily  imd  hourly  admonished  by  their 
leaders  that  there  is  a class  of  their  nciud;b'‘iis  whose  fdth  is  so  full  of  pernicious 
error,  and  yet  so-  rapidiy  increasir  g,  and  that  it  must  be  put  down,  not  by  argu- 
ment, by  the  light  of  holy  example,  or  by  the  generous  rivalry  of  deeds  ot 
charity  and  mercy,  but  by  denying  to  the  adherents  of  these  presumed  btT;>ios 
all  posts  of  trust  and  honorable  preferment — thu.s  making  them  the  only  pariahs, 
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nr  outcasts,  in  a land  of  equality" — is  it  strange  that  the  growth  of  malice  and 
Iwito  should  be  rapid,  and  quickly  bring  forth  its  appropriate  fruit  of  riot,  sedi- 
tion, calumny,  tiud  murder  if  This  lesson,  which  all  history  teaches  us,  was  fa- 
miliar to  our  forefathers,  who  wisely  ingrafted  its  consequence  of  religious 
toleration  .upon  the  constitution;  but  we  have  among  us,  it  seems,  a class  for 
whom  history  affords  no  warniugs  for  toleration,  but  only  precedent  for  revenge 
and  persecution,  and  who  use  daily  for  their  purposes  the  names  of  our  revolu- 
tionary patriots  w’hilst  they  studiously  disregard  tlieir  precepts. 

There  is  another  reason  why  these  cousequences  should  ensue.  The  Know 
Kr^thing  organization  is  a secret  one.  It  repudiates  any  appeal  to  argument  or 
public  diseussiou,  but  aims  to  obtain  its  pro.selytes  by  private  appeals  and 
cajolery,  and  to  compass  its  objects  by  secret  and  irresponsible  machinery.  Is 
it  wonderful,  therefore,  that  these  men,  when  met  with  the  calm  voice  cd'  leason, 
should  fiy  to  passionate  invective  to  drown  the  voice  of  conscience,  that  they 
should  interrupt  by  violence  those  public  meetings  and  discussions,  whose  effect.s 
they  so  justly  fear  as  entirely  to  discard  them  from  their  plan  of  operations,  or 
that  they  should  ffnally,  when  all  other  means  have  failed,  resort  to  the  pistol 
arid  the  knife  ? 

It  will  be  obvious,  too,  that  the  weapons  of  violence  are  much  more  readily 
and  conveniently  handled  by  them  than  those  of  logic  and  argument,  it  may 
tiike  a man  a month  or  more  to  familiarize  hmiselt  with  the  writings  of  our 
fathers  and  the  principles  of  the  cornstitution,  and  his  studies  may  even  then 
add  but  little  to  his  Know  Kothing  zeal;  but  the  sorriest  and  simplest  of  the 
“order”  can  readily  handle  a pistol  or  a bludgeon,  A Know  Nothing  may 
argue  with  an  Irish  Catholic  by  the  hour,  and  fail  to  convince  him  that  he  is  an 
idolater  or  a traitor,  and  therefore  a tit  subject  for  proscription  ; but  a resort  to 
tin;  knife  settles  the  que^cioa  speedily  tor  ail  practical  purposes,  and  your  dead 
Irishman  will  hardly  disturb  by  his  replies  the  eoiivictions  of  bis  antagonist,  so 
pointedly  and  eloquently  expressed.  Five  hundred  pistols  may  be  tired,  an-i  as 
many  Irishmen  made  to  bite  the  dust  in  less  time  than  it  will  take  to  produce 
a good  argument  in  favor  of  religious  proscription.  The  midoight  lamp  wasted 
in  the  vain  and  frultle.ss  attempt  to  ffod  in  the  writings  of  Washingrou  and 
Jefforsoa  a sanction  for  the  establishment  of  a “religious  test”  for  oihce,  may 
be  conveniently  and  fitly  employed  in  firing  the  Irishman’s  bouse,  where  his 
wife  and  children  find  a miserable  shelter  from  the  eleraonts,  or  in  burnimr  the 
clifice  in  which  he  oifers  that  sacrifice  of  prayer  and  penitence  v|lneh  the  Know 
Nothing  bigot,  kindly  assuming  th ) province  of  Feity,  unhesitatingly  rrjects  as 
livq/Ocritical  or  idolatrous.  It  may  cost  them  some  pains  to  read  the  constitu- 
tion or  the  Gospel  of  Peace?  and  is  it  singular  that  they  shirk  the  disagreeable 
task  for  the  easier  one  by  far,  to  them,  of  reading  the  heart  of  man  and  pro- 
tumneiug  upon  his  motives  and  his  integrity? 

Men,  too,  are  beginning  to  ask,  where  is  all  this  violence  and  crime  to  end  ? 
If  the  Catholic  is  to  be  attacked,  who,  indeed.,  will  be  safe?  Murder  does  not 
always  draw  nice  dictinctious,  and  the  demon  of  hate  and  religious  bigotry, 
when  one  object  i.s  exhausted,  readily  conjures  up  another.  The  man  or  villain 
who,  by  setting  fire  to  the  houses  of  Irishmen,  acrp.iires  a fondness  for  such 
gi'OvVing  spectacles,  will  not  always,  bo  content  wdth  such  narrow  limits  fur  his 
ta.ste,  but  will  apply  Lis  principles  and  his  torch  to  those  who  are  guiitles.s  of 
one  drop  of  Milesian  blood.  It  is,  we  doubt  not,  susceptible  of  demonstration 
that  the  house  of  an  Episc  >palian  or  a Methodist  will  burn  as  readily  as  that  of 
an  Iri>h  Uomanist,  and  we  iuspect  that  his  blood  wdil  in  the  end  be  folly  a.->  a<> 
ccptalilo  and  sweet  to  many  of  those  who  are  prominent  in  this  work  oi  h.ate. 
Me  viil  not  inquire  whether  It  is  better  to  be  a drunkard,  or  rowdy,  '.'r  Know 
Nothing  assa.?sic,  than  an  Irishman,  or  whether  the  man  who  rejects  the  tfaviour 
and  .spurns  the  .sacrifice  of  Jesus  Christ  (but  who,  despite  his  deism  or  atheism, 
a ready  welcome  in  iheir  “order”)  ia  more  worthy  of  trust  and  con- 
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fiilonee  than  the  Rnman  Catholic  ; hut  surely  we  may  be  excused  for  turnip"  i.-, 
the  Ih-C'bvterian,  the  Methodist,  the  Baptist,  the  Unitarian,  and  indeed  ov-.-rv 
sectarian  who  may  encourage  this  movement,  and  asking  them  this  question  : !■ 
it  so  short  a time  since  your  faith  has  felt  the  iron  heel  of  persecution  that  y*ie 
are  ready  and  e:iger  to  apply  to  others  tlmse  practices  of  persecution  an  1 | r 
crlplion  of  whiedi  your  fathers  in  Englan'I  andi  elsewhere  so  justly  ^’Otnplaincfi  t 
and  if  so,  in  what  sense  can  you  call  yourselves  followers  of  Ilim  who  saiii  tu 
V'>u  arid  to  all  men,  “ Do  nyi'O  otli^yrs  n>i  you  icoald  that  t]o\y  should  do  unto  yoa — 
ihis  the  second  and  yreat  commandment 

A NATIVE  mOTESTAXT. 


From  the  Richmond  Examiner,  April  24,  IS'j. 

DUPLICITY  BETTER  THAN  NATIONALITY. 

Honesty  is  not  the  better  policy  in  these  days,  if  we  take  the  successes  of 
Kriow  Not liinnism  as  testing  the  rule.  Ingenious  Sam  has  adopted  the  tactics 
of  tjiC  liof'^e  gangs,  and  as  these  wonderfui  travellers  (on  other  men’s  anim  il-) 
have  a dirOrent  name  for  every  county  they  traverse,  so  vSara  has  a diiTerent 
leebcdii’  j of  policy  for  everj'  State  in  the  Union.  Alread}’’  are  seven  program ;m:s 
of  Ids  Lasis  Principles  extant;  and  as  not  half  of  Sam’s  tactics  and  princirhs 
are  yet  dragired  out  to  light,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  the  number  of  his  Ba.'CS 
of  I'rincipies  is  at  lea.=t- thirty,  the  number  of  the  States,  and  probably  as  many 
imorc  as  there  are  unorganized  territories  in  the  Union. 

In  ia  ;-pect  to  Catholics,  the  policy  of  the  Traveller’^  is  peculiarly  chanc- 
terinfic.  Beginning  in  hlassachusetts,  wliere  Puritan  bigotry  i.s  not  relaxed  in 
t nrsion  «ince  the  expulsion  of  Roger  Williams,  and  the  hanging  of  defencelc.'S 
and  toothle-is  old  maidens  for  ‘'witchcraft,”  he  carries  on  his  persecutions  f r 
epsTiaiu'.s  sake,  openly  and  avowedly,  by  sending  special  committees,  attended  hy 
reurt- z-H!s  and  prostitutes,  to  «py  out  the  secrets  of  private  female  schools,  coU' 
tiuct*'  i hy  Catholic  ladies.  There  is  no  nice  distinction  there  between  Cath-- 
]y.  rch.'.'-n  and  Cariiolic  politics.  It  is  the  genuine  spirit  of  persecution  of  the 
<-ap  n-i-'  1,  shamciO^',  barbaric  type,  of  the  Praise  Cod  Earcbone.-^  era.  [t  i-^ 
5.  u !!!■  rvly  Eittudic  voters,  Ukrholic  omcers,  and  Catholic  politician'^,  that  are 
the  nip  ./fs  ,jt  Kn-nv  Nothing  hostility  in  IMassaehusetts,  but  Catholic  worn-.m 
an'!  <T-ddren,  old  men  and  old  mdies,  old  maids  and  }’onng  virgins. 

i li"  vli'.in  American  public  have  heard  vrbat  Knew  Noibiug  legislators  have 
in  tlie  way  of  persecution  in  3Iassachusetts,  Fancy  the  feeling'^  <Y'  our 
('""unisg  !ii>m  abroad  when  the  accounts  from  Bwron  shall  reach  them  in  Europe. 
Ua?  h-r-‘  is  what  a Raston  Know  Nothing  editor  says,  and  such  is  the  language 
ot  t!’,  < whole  New  England  Know  Nothing  nress  : 


‘ Nurin-'Ty,  the  Convent,  and  other  moLastic  svsteras  have  had  full  swing 
g .Vnd  this  for  generations — fcLj,-  ages.  h\'hat  iias  been  ’the  resub 
■ungs  : corrupt  morals;  rlcbased  pul  lie  sentiment  ; violation  of  tlie  m 't 
m destruction  of  virtue  ; polluhon  of  female  virtue  ; general  d<  c y 
• c and  r-.-tiueii  sentirnonts  ; sensuaiitv;  profligaev  ; vitiation  of  the 
-^iacu  else.  ] at  these  in  chi^'f.  The  pooplo  of  Sar<linia  see  th'-'. 

' -k  back  on  cent  irms  and  see  it.  U is  met.  with  cvcrv'.vliere.  ddr' 
IS  corr.ipn  g'.c  cty  is  corrupt.  lb?ligl.:m,  moralipv’,  virtue,  rue  ^r’vw  f- 
biliw’.ved,  the  boauliial  is  corrupt.  Hence  the  passage  of  a law  of  reforui  ; 
law  of  ."Suppression,  it  has  come  to  this  : Either  thest'  pd.aces  must  be  aboli'-n'  u 
t r (wrrup.tiou  stalk  uurettcred  ov;-r  the  land.  The  bettor  cause  Icm  | revan-  b 
Uktherto  we  have  seen  little  to  admire  in  Sardinia,  It  lias  little  in  hi'sterv  out 
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(:>  liur>h  fin'.l  woop  over.  But  an  act  has  now  risen  which  looms  up  like  a Bank- 
er Hill  Mounment/^ 

-<’:itlio]ic  schools  must  be  abolished.”  The  convent-burning  scenes  of 
( ’ii  irl’-.st'Hvn  must  be  re-en'v*ted,  and  women  and  children  must  become  again 
the  victims  of  outrage  from  [leroic,  brutal,  profane  Sam,  xVpostle  of  Protestant- 
i-  :u  and  Pharisee  of  lSo5.  Not  Catholic  schools  only,  but  L'atliolic  churches 
too  must  come  down  in  New  England  ; for  the  few  that  wore  sacked  and  de- 
sirovr'd  h}'  Sam  in  1S51,  under  the  instigation  of  Gavazzi,  tlic  foreiLmer,  and 
the  Angel  Gabriel,”  the  other  foreigner,  will  not  appease  the  ferocity  of  the 
unwashed  felon  against  Catholic  martyrs  of  obstinate  consciences. 

Vos,  the  latter  half  of  th-:'  nineteenth  century  is  witnessing  a renewal  of  the 
persecutioDS  of  the  dark  ages  ; and  this  free”  land  of  our.^,  consecrated  so 
s dcmnly  to  liberty,  is  witnessing  already  the  public  violation  by  political  par- 
lies  and  loud-mouthed  partizans,  of  the  sacred  liberty  of  conscience. 

As  the  demon  of  intolerance  progesses  Southward,  however,  thanks  to  the 
good  genius  of  Southern  institutions,  he  is  compelled  to  disguise,  by  every  pos- 
sil)ie  artifice  of  duplicity,  the  loathsomeness  of  Ids  purposes.  In  Virginia,  he 
j-r-desses  not  to  touch  the  conscdence  of  the  Catholic,  but  only  his  franchises, 
lie  does  not  play  Paul  Pry  in  Catholic  schools,  or  burn  to  the  ground  Catholic 
churches;  but  he  simply  utters  the  exclatuation,  ‘‘Lord  I thank  thee  that  I 
am  not  as  wickerl  as  these  bigoted  Catholics  a.ud  appropriates  the  spoils  of  of- 
fice to  himself.  The  IMassachusetts  basis  principle  i.s  to  burn  Catholic  rdfurches 
and  corporeally  examine  Catholic  female  teachers  and  pupils.  The  Virginia 
Basis  Principle  is  to  denounce  Catholics  as  great  political  knaves,  rifle  them, 
in  a sort  of  pick-pocket  patriotism,  of  all  the  oifiices  they  hold,  and  sing  psalms 
of  hallelujah  to  the  Act  of  Toleration  an'I  tlie  names  of  Washinirton  and  duf- 
fers'm.  U ’casionally,  but  very  rarel}',  and  that  only  in  remote  di.>tricts,  where 
wholesale  lying  is  not  apt  to  bo  fuind  out  in  time  to  be  exposed,  they  put  forth 
such  monstrous  f'lsehood  as  the  following,  which  wo  take  from  a.  Ivnow  Aothing 
'iotumemt  sent  us  from  the  county  of  Patrick,  hlunchausen  the  Second  addresses 
his  “ fellow  citizens  of  the  county  of  Patrick,  and  all  lovers  of  their  country,” 
in  the  following  amusingly  mendacious  strain.  We  italici.se  the  gems  in  this 
Cabinet  of 

/ \ 

S.VM’s  specimen  lies,  designed  to  show  Ills  VENERATION  FOR  THE  VIRGI- 
NIA ACT  OF  RELIGIOUS  TOLERATION. 

It  is  often  tl)e  case,  fellov;  citizen',  .that  these  fuflianly  Priest.s  go  to  common 
free  sdi'ml'.;,  taught  by  the  charity  of  some  goi'Kl  Jh’otestant  ladies  for  the  pur- 
of  educating  the  poor,  and  break  it  up  hu  coirkulitiij  all  f/s  The 

diughter  of  ati  old  magistrate,  near  a town  called  Ballinrobo,  collected  a school 
in  which  she  taught  tlm  children  of  tlie  poor.  In  the  goodness  of  her  heart, 
■sin*  to!>k  pity  upon  the  poor  igmmant  clillrcu,  of  the  neighborhood,  and  dedred 
* > Iciru  them  to  read,  that  tlnyy  might  peruse  the  word  of  God.  The  Pric.st, 
of  rh  ‘ Parish  entered  the  sch-xjl  hou'O  one  day,  and  asked  if  the  children  were 
taujlit  to  read  with  the  view  of  reading  the  Bible.  On  being  informed  that 
fht-y  were,  he  whipped  evtery  child  out  of  the  house.  He  dc-noiincod  from  tim 
a r jt  a school  house  under  the  care  of  the  wife  of  tlie  sheriff  of  Galway,  and 
w!npj‘c-l  a respectable  old  man  for  perinitririg  his  children  to  go  it.  Now,  toi- 
low  cc.i/,.'us.  is  all  this  solver  truth,  oris  it  enormous  tiction  f It  is  possildc 
thv  <ur'i  (rntragiiscan  be  suiTerevl  to  cxi't  in  a civilized  comrnuniry  f \ es,  tcl- 
Itw  citizens,  they  do  exist  in  tiieir  startling  and  hideous  reality,  and  were  it  not 
Iw  t.nir  0(  i<f)t nriiraj  this  aildress  out  to  a too  great  length,  I could  tell  you  of 
tiiat  these  Ibble-hating  Priests  do,  of  crimes  they  commit,  aurl  of  mise- 
ry lii.  y entail  upon  every  people  over  whom  they  have  control,  that  would  make 
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your  hair  rise  on  your  head.  And  the  alarming  fact  stares  us  in  the  face,  fliar 
the  despots  and  tyrants  of  Europe  are  in  league  with  the  llomari  Oathnii,^., 
annually  to  send  over  to  this  country  hundreds  and  thousands  of  their  pau- 
pers, criminals  and- persons  of  abandoned  characters,  that  our  country  uuiv 
be  overrun  by  foreigners  and  Homan  Catholic^,  that  the  government  tnay  t-’ 
overthrown,  and  that  the  .Homan  Catholic  religion  may  become  the  c-stubii.'-lsrd 
religion  of  the  United  States.  ^Vhen  these  things  shall  come  to  pa.--, 
(and  may  God  in  his  mercy  forever  forbid  it,)  then  all  Baptists,  Prc'^hytr. 
rians,  Methodists,  and  all  other  IVotestant  denominations  will  be  persecu:*.'! 
and  hunted  down  like  the  beasts  of  the  forest,  for  every  Homan  Cathodic  Pru.-t 
and  Bishop  regards  them  as  heretics,  and  the)/  tahe  an  oath  to  1;/  fi,i: 

and  sword  all  heretics  and  enemies  of  their  church.’^ 

Beautiful  language  is  this  for  the  latitude  of  Virginia,  and  for  the  latter  half 
of  the  XIXth  century  ! 

Such  is  the  spirit  of  Know  X’othingism  towards  Catholics  where  those  people 
are  few  and  weak  ; and  it  would  naturally  be  inferred,  from  the  incemperafo 
hostility  to  Catholics  of  these  suddenly  enlisted  champions  of  Protestantisn;, 
that  where  their  party  did  come  in  contact  with  the  hated  church,  in  Statc'^ 
where  it  was  really  formidable  by  its  numbers  and  political  inSuence,  and 
where,  if  all  they  charge  in  Massachusetts  and  Virginia  be  true,  they  could, 
carry  on  their  system  of  persecution  and  iutolerance  to  some  good  purpose,  the 
order  would  be  especially  savage  and  bloody  minded  with  the  Catholics.  Bor, 
if  the  country  does  really  need  to  be  cleared  of  the  Catholic  faith,  and  if  the 
safety  of  the  country  really  requires  that  its  offices  should  be  taken  out  of  the  Isands 
of  Catholics,  the  work  of  reformation  should  go  on  hottest  where  Catholics  are* 
most  formidable,  and  where  they  particdpate  most  largely  in  the  adniioistr;i' iou 
of  public  affairs.  Yet,  in  Louisiana,  where  the  Catholics  do  muster  in  t«;rce, 
and  where  there  is  important  work  for  the  Know  Xothings,  that  valiant  Order 
turn  up  advocates  in  fact  of  religious  toleration,  and  are  even  more  toler mt  of 
the  proscribed  religion  than  the  Democratic  party  itself.  In  the  Basis  IViuci- 
ples  of  the  Order  for  the  southern  and  much  the  larger  portion  of  that  tffate, 
there  is  no  article  denouncing  the  Catholic  Church,  and  the  councils  are  actual- 
ly talking  of  nominating  a Homan  Catholic  gentleman  for  the  office  of  Gover- 
nor. 

Under  that  convenient  article  iu  their  secret  ritual,  authorizing  them  to  .=n  con- 
struct their  constitutions  as  to  e'tempt  Catholic  men,  VCIVES  and  MOTIIKHS 
from  their  brutal  system  of  pro.'-cription,  where  the  IfSTE HEc'T  of  the  tffdcr 
demands  such  exemption,  they  have, consulted  discretion  rather  than  valor,  and 
resolved  to  embrace  Catholics  as  brethren  in  the  bonds  of  patriotism  and  cuuiii'< 
in  the  qnaliScations  for  office.  Here  is  the  c'^mstitutional  provision  of  the  Or- 
der on  this  subject  of  which  they  have  availed  themselves  in  Louisiana  : 

He  (a  member)  must  be  a native  born  citizen ; a Protestant  burn  of  I‘ro- 
testant  parents;  reared  under  Protestant  influence,  and  not  united  in  marri.iyc 
with  a Homan  Catholic : Provided,  nevertheless,  that,  in  this  last  respect,  th? 
State,  District  (»r  Territorial  Council  shall  be  authorized  to  so  construct  tliC.r 
respective  constitutions  as  shall  best  promote  the  American  cause  in  their  .‘Seve- 
ral juri.^dictions  ; and  pr^'vided,  moreover,  that  no  inernber  who  may  have  a ILi- 
mao  Catholic  wife  shall  bi  eligible  to  any  office  in  the  Order. 

Vr e have  received  the  following  letter  from  the  editor  of  one  of  the  mo^t  m* 
ffumtial,  able  and  re.spectable  journals  of  the  Southern  country,  which  su<r,vs 
how  the  double  faced  party  ha.s  profited,  iu  the  State  of  Louisiana,  by  this  ecu- 
venieut  article  in  their  constitution  : 
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7{IK  KNOW  NOTHINGS  IIOJST  THE  WHITE  FLAG  WHERE  THE  CATHOLICS  MUS- 
TER IN  FORCE. 

New  Orleans,  April  16th,  1854. 

Dear  Sir  : — 

Your  letter  of  the  Ttb  instant,  addressed  to  Mr. , wag 

Imvlod  hy  him  to  me,  with  a request  that  I would  endeavor  to  procure  such  re- 
li.thle  information  as  would  enable  me  to  answer  it  for  him. 

There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that,  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  Including  this  city  and  the  Parishes  which  are  mostly  peopled  by 
the  so-called  Creoles,  there  is  no  clause  in  tlie  obligations  of  the  members  of 
the  Know  Nothing  Order  proscribing  the  Catholic  religion  or  its  followers  on 
fiocount  of  their  religious  belief.  I knew  this  for  months  past,  having  received 
positive  assurances  from  acquaintances  who  avowed  their  connection  with  the 
()rder. 

But,  in  order  to  make  assurance  double  sure,”  I resolved  that  I would  ap- 
p'.'al  to  some  of  the  recognized  leaders  of  the  Order  among  us,  and  obtain 
from  them  such  couhrmatory  information  as  they  might  be  willing  to  afford 
me 

gentleman,  who  is  widely  known  throughout  the  State  for  his  former  zeal 
in  Native  Americanism  and  his  present  activity  in  the  Know  Nothing  cause, 
and  whose  name  has  been  brought  forward  prominently  as  the  candidate  for 
Governor  of  the  State,  on  their  ticket,  told  me,  in  answer  to  my  question  as  to  the 
religious  test,  that  here  the  members  did  not  take  any  such  obligation  ; that,  in 
order  to  obtain  the  support  of  the  "Yhig  Creoles,  who  were  generally  Catholics, 
it  had  been  from  the  tirst  excluded,  except  in  so  far  that  a “ confessing  Catho- 
lic” was  not  adinitted  to  the  Order;  but  that,  for  some  mondbs  past,  even  tiiat 
question  had  not  been  put  to  the  applicant;  all  that  was  required  being  that  he 
siieuM  be  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  the  Order  as  to  foreigners  and  the  Naturali- 
zation laws.  V/hen  1 stated  to  him  that  some  of  the  presses  in  the  northern 
portion  of  the  State  which  advocated  the  Order,  had  permitted  attacks  on  the 
Catholic  religion  and  the  rights  of  its  professors,  he  replied  that  some  of  the 
criuntry  lodges  had  gone  to  work  and  organized  themselves  without  having  first 
properly  iid'orracd  themselves  of  the  true  objects  of  the  movement  in  regard  to 
religion  ; but  that  at  present,  means  were  being  taken  to  procure  uniformity  and 
harmony  in  the  work  and  aims  of  the  lodges  throughout  the  State,  and  that  it 
would  l>e  required  of  the  country  lodges  to  give  up  all  pretensions  to  introduce 
any  religious  test  into  the  obligations  of  their  members.  , 

Anrithcr  gentleman,  who  I had  reason  to  know  was  one  of  the  first  to  intro- 
duce the  Order  into  this  State,  and  who  informed  me  that  the  lodge  over  which 
lie  presided  containod  over  fifteen  hundred  members,  confirmed  fully  what  the 
had  saifi  as  to  the  absence  of  any  religious  test,  e-^pceially  against  the 
♦fithnlics,  and  said  that  on  one  occasion  he  had  compelled  a judge,  in  this  city, 
who,  in  addrcs>’ing  his  lodge,  had  attacked  the  Catholic  religion,  to  resume  his 
Sea*,  ns  he  would  not  permit  any  such  violation  of  the  real  objects  of  their  as- 
sociation as  an  attack  on  any  maids  religion. 

Both  the  gentlemen  to  w^horn  I have  referred,  emphatically  stated  that  if  the 
CLdrr  in  the  North  and  ATest  di<l  not  yield  to  the  demand  of  the  Louisiana 
members,  to  give  up  the  obligatirm  proscribing  the  followers  of  the  Catholic  or 
any  other  religion,  the  latter  would  ho  eompeilcd  to  break  off  from  them,  and 
iset  ind.qicmhmrly.  And  both  stated  that  this  demand  would  be  made  at  the 
first  National  Council  of  the  Order.  . 

1 have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  extend  my  inquires  farther,  as  the  highly 
iv'-pcctable  character  of  the  gentleman  who  told  iiu>  what  I have  above  related, 
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anJ  the  feeling  of  absolute  certainty  which  I felt  as  to  the  entire  truth  of  what 
they  stated,  disposed  me  to  think  that  I could  gain  no  additional  infomiution^ 
on  the  points  you  niciitioaed^  from  others. 

^ I am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  lie  CLAIBORNE. 

R.  W.  IIi:c.iif:s,  Esq.,  Editor  of  the  Examiner,  Richmond,  Ya. 


From  the  Eichmond  Examiner,  April  17,  ^So5. 

FOREIGNERS  AND  THE  SOUTH.  ‘ 

Y'c  should  fear  the  Greeks  though  bearing  gifts.  'We  should  beware  of  tlic 
North,  though  :ipproaching  us  in  the  name  of  nationality  and  friendship.  \Ve 
should  distrust  tiie  wooden  horse  of  Know  Nothingism,  with  imsidious  Northeru 
fanatics  in  its  belly,  though  ouored  as  a holocaust  to  restored  peace  and  liarmo- 
ijv.  'We  should  eschew  this  Yankee  scheme  of  politics,  though  protieriiig 
safety  and  protection  to  the  South.  We  should  neither  touch  nor  handle  the 
viper,  though  counterfeiting  venomous  hostility  to  its  mother — though  pretend- 
ing to  bite  and  snap  at  Abolitionism. 

* Y*hv  should  the  South  join  her  bitter  revilers  in  a hue  and  cry  against  fo- 
rtdurners '/  Fifty  of  the  very  New  England  clergymen  who  denounced  her  in- 
stitutions to  Heaven  and  threatened  Congress  w^ith  the  vengeance  of  A^Imighty 
God  for  meditating  a constitutional  law  of  justice  to  the  South,  are  leadi-rs  ot 
the  infamous  dLiosachusetts  Legislature  in  visiting  persecution  and  outrage  upon 
foreigners.  Is  it  from  such  Know  Nothings  as  these  that  slaveholders  expect  an 
tdlcctive  warfare  upon  xVbontionisin  ? Are  these  a new  spawn  of  Northern 
men  with  Southern  principles?'^ 

Not  long  ago  all  Boston  was  up  in  arms  against  the  federal  authorities  in  an 
at;«:;!rpt  to  rescue  a slave  from  his  master.  An  Irish  regiment  of  volunteer 
«uldi»‘rs  and  Catholics  were  chietiy  instrumental  in  vindicating  the  majesty  of 
the  la’.y  and  restoring  the  slave  to  bis  Southern  owner.  A wBole  soulod  and 
gallant”  Irish  lad  bared  his  breast  to  tiie  native  Aumricari  mob  and  poured  out 
hi.-*  idb'.s  blood  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  South.  The  Know'  Nothing  ].e- 
gidalure  of  Abolition  Massachusetts,  with  a malignity  of  vengeance  which 
hictory  cannot  parallel,  has  disbanded  that  Irish  regiment  and  denied  the  privi- 
I'afc  of  citizen.ship  to  all  foreigners,  for  the  part  they  acted  in  the  re.^cue  •‘‘t 
Burns.  Is  the  South  to  lick  the  hand  that  smites  her?  Is  she  to  ally  her-nl 
in  a b.ague  of  persecution  and  extcrmiirution  with  her  enemies  and  reviu  i-', 
auiitmt  the  little  handful  of  persecuted  strangers  who  dared  to  take  her  part  a* 
the  e.vperisc  of  lilb  and  dLfranebiseinent  ? Shame  I eternal  sh.ame  u[»ou  iho 
craver;  iuea  of  tlic  Sauili  w'ho  shall  do  so  mean  a thing  I Let  us  mot  take  our 
p ;!it;c-H  troll!  Massachusetts  and  the  Know  Nothing  anathematizing  cieray  '■•t 
iicr  io'gi>hiture.  Let  us  rather  take  it  from  the  Bible,  and  treat  the  foroiguv.r 
kindly  and  hosjad  ibly,  obeying  the  command  of  that  Book — Be  not  fu'g.  ti-i 
to  cufertaia  strangers,  (foreigners,)  for  thereby  some  have  entertained  ang'  l’' 
una  wires.'’ 

Why  are  Northern  Abolitionists  and  I\now  Zdothings  persecuting  and  I'.rv- 
scribir. : f u'*eign '.r-- and  Cathoiie.s  ? It  is  because,  they  have  alwaj'i  refuse  ; >• 
jeou  with  them  in  thvir  outcry  ag;.un>t  slavery  and  the  South.  Of  ail  the 
that  have  hounded  .and  howled  at  the  heels  of  Southern  men  that  have  gone  to 
the  North  for  their  property,  who  La.s  ever  heard  of  a mob  of  foreigners  ? 1 * 

many  instances  have  there  been,  like  the  memorable  one  of  Burns,  at  B'.e::i  -i‘j 
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wficre  Irishmen  have  vindicated  the  Constitution  and  law  against  the  hendlsli 
clamor  of  raiding  and  gnashing  hell-hound  mobs  of  native  Abolitionists.  Call 
the  Aortheru  Know  Nothing  the  American  party  ‘f  It  is  American  in  but  one 
sense  of  tlio  word,  and  that  the  meanest,  shabbiest  and  most  sneaking.  It  is 
t!ic  I'ioe/rec  party.  To  persecute  and  proscribe  foreigners  is  not  an  American 
poliev,  because  it  is  not  a Southern  policy  ; and  nothing  can  be  truly  American 
which  is  not  heartily  Southern.  To  persecute  and  proscribe  foreigners  is  only 
a Vankee  policy.  Yankees  at  the  South  join  in  it.  Yankees  at  the  North  join 
in  it.  The  Know  Nothing  is  a Yankae  policy.  The  Know  Nothing  is  *■  Tim 
Taxkee  Party.’' 

The  foreigners  and  Catholics  at  the  Nonli  have  never  joined  in  the  Abolition 
crusade  against  us.  Three  thousand  and  fifty  Yankee  pulpits,  filled — wo  will 
not  say  by  Protestants,  but  filled  by  Infidels — are  constantly  belching  forth  fire 
and  brimstone,  hell  and  damnatioii  against- the  South.  Theodore  Parkers,  An- 
toinette Browns  and  Horace  Groeleys,  too  pious  to  take  the  sacrament  uf  the 
Lord’s  Supper,  from  disgust  at  the  intoxicating  wine  in  use  at  the  Holy  Table, 
fulminate  anathemas  upon  the  South  and  slavery,  day  and  night,  in  season  and 
out  of  season,  from  the  pulpit,  from  the  hustings,  and  from  the  press,  until  our 
Soutiiern  people  can  no  longer  travel  at  the  North  without  encountering  insult 
at  every  step  and  hour.  But. who  has  ever  known  the  Catholic  puipit  to  court 
popular  favor  by  such  incendiary  means  ; and  who  has  ever  known  Irishmen  to 
join  in  this  crusade  of  insult  and  aggression  upon  the  South  ? These  two  per- 
secuted classes  have  made  themselves  obnoxious  to  the  Noithern  populace,  and 
hateful  as  Mordecai  the  dew  in  the  sight  of  Hainan,  to  their  incendiary  preach- 
ers and  politicians,  by  sternly  and  nobly  standing  aloof  from  the  fanaticism, 
and  interfering,  when  they  interfere  at  all,  only  to  defend  the  integrity  of  the 
Constitution  and  to^assert  the  might  of  the  violated  i.vW.  Y’ho  ever  heard  of 
an  itinerant  Irish  lecturer  against  slavery  f Ybiio  ever  heard  of  a political  ser- 
mon against  this  constitutional  institution  from  a Catholic  pulpit  ? How  conso- 
nant with  the  whole  tenor  of  Irish  conduct  on  this  question  was  the  prompt, 
the  gifllant,  the  unselfish  and  the  pec. niarily  suicidal  denunciations  of  John 
dlitdieil,  against  the  revilers  of  the  slaveholders  1 A ell  might  Lord  Carli.-le 
in  hi^  leave-taking  lecture  at  Boston,  after  a thorough  tour  of  this  country,  de- 
clare that  ‘fthe  worst  enemy  .of  the  Abolitionist  was  the  Irishman,  and  the 
most  staunch  defender  of  slavery  was  the  Irishman.*’  The  party  which  de- 
nounces, disfronchisos,  persecutes  and  proscribes  the  Iri.'^h  Catuolie,  whatever 
else  it  may  be,  is  not  a Southern  party.  If  it  take  root  at  the  South,  the  fact 
will  only  confirm  the  slander  that  republics  of  self-governing  people  are  un- 
grateful ; it  will  be  a Se-udiern  party  with  Northern  principles;  it  will  he  a 
ibvXKKE  IhvKTY  Oil  Souflcm 

Look  to  those  States  of  the  North  where  the  foreign  population  bolds  a lar- 
g'~T  ratio  than  elsewhere,  and  where  they  exercise  the  greatest  degree  of  politi- 
cal im'luence — look  to  the  vigorous  young  States  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  ALisconsin, 
L'jwa,  and  Michigan,  as  contrasted  witlf  Uliio,  New  j.  ork,  and  the  States  of 
New  Kugland  ; and,  until  this  new  erusade  -arose  to  temporarily  unite  the  pop- 
ular m-asses  with  Abolition  native.-,  in  a common  crusade  against  the  Democratic 
party  and  the  foreign  voters  usually  acting  with  them,  tiioso  States  which  had 
tile  largest  irifusioQ  of  the  fbreign  element  in  their  populations,  are  found  to 
have  been  the  staunchest  defenders  of  con.^titutional  politics  arnl  Southern  rights. 
V,  e S[iv;ak,  of  cour:;e,  of  the  ratio  of  tbreign  population  actually  and  permanent- 
ly  settled  down  in  homes  of  tlieir  own,  as  distinguished  from  forelguer:^  living 
Irom  Land  to  mouth  by  working  on  railroads  aud  iaboriog  ia  other  migratory 
cmploymeuts. 

W hat  though  the  increase  of  this  cleracnt  be  indeed  rapid,  as  asserted  by 
L.'t-G-:ivern«.r  Smith,  and,  second-hand,  ty  ^-fr.  Flournoy;  will  the  Virginia 
politician  object  to  a gradual  aud  healthful  augmentation  of  our  natural  lricnd.s 
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in  the  Northwest  ? The  fact  is  notorious,  that  foreigners  at  the  North  stan'.l 
aloof  from  the  Abolition  movement,  and  that  the  staunchest  Democratic  anti-A*- 
liti'm  States  of  that  section  of  the  Union  are  chiefly  those  in  which  foreigner^, 
who  have  found  permanent  homes,  constitute  a larger  proportion  than  elsowber*; 
of  the  whole  population. 

We  arc  agitating  in  the  South  against  foreignism  as  an  evil,  although  forei':m- 
ers  are  our  staunchest  friends  at  the  North,  wdiere  they  number  2,*201,1  ia 
the  census  of  1S50,  and  although  the  evil  at  the  South  is  so  small  and  trifling: 
as  to  constitute  less  than  two  per  cent,  of  our  popnlation,  and  numbers  a grand, 
total  in  all  the  South  of  but  48,530  souls  ! AVe  have  never  known  a more 
monstrous  piece  of  folly  and  blindness  than  this  enlistment  of  Southern  men 
in  a Yankee  crusade  against  foreigners.  AVe  can  only  imagine  a single  ground 
on  which* it  can  be  plausibly  excused  ; and  that  is,  that  th'e  evil  of  foreigni.sm 
is  so  entirely  Northern  and  so  microscopically  Southern,  as  to  induce  the  notion 
that  immigrants  seek  the  North  from  a natural  repugnance  to  our  people  and 
institutions-  But  who  can  believe  such  a charge?  An  Irishman  prejudiced 
against  a Yirginiaii  or  a Kentuckian  ! The  thought  is  as  monstrous  as  the  no- 
tion itself  is  false  and  unnatural.  Immigrants  go  to  the  North  because  emi- 
grant ships  land  them  at  Boston,  New  York  and  Philadelphia  ; and  becau.se, 
the  Norrli  being  engaged  most  largely  in  manufactures,  mines,  internal  improve- 
ments, and  the  mechanic  ‘arts,  all  requiring  cheap  white. labor,  they  find  em- 
ployment in  that  quarter  of  the  Union  more  promptly  and  surely  than  in  the 
agricultural  South.  AA^b.ea  they  can  find  work  at  the  South,  they  never  he.si- 
tate  to  migrate  hither ; and  no  Southern  man  has  ever  yet  heard  of  a foreigner 
le^iving  the  South  from  preference  for  the  North.  No  man  has  ever  yet  heard 
of  foreigners,  like  Yankees,  coming  in  sheep’s  clothing  to  sympathize  with  our 
slaves,  and  clandestinely  shipping  them  oil  from  their  owners  by  underground 
railroads. 


DYING  AAUIILS  FBOAI  THE  CULA^EKT. 

Some  unknown  friend — probably  a repentant  Know  Nothing  about  to  bolt 
the  Order  and  come  over  to  the  Democracy — has  contrived  into  our  possession  a 
curious  budget  of  documents,  yet  damp  from  the  press,  intended,  no  doubt,  to 
be  poured  out  in  deluges  over  the  State  of  A’^irginia,  upon  the  eve  of  the  elec- 
tion. To  be  forewarned  is  to  be  forearmed — and  on  that  principle  we  lay  the 
precious  batch  before  our  readers,  in  order  that  the  Democracy  may  have  a 
knowledge  of  the  weapons  with  which  they  are  to  bo  assailed  in  the  dark,  beloro 
yet  the  blows  are  dealt. 

The  documents  breathe  a savage  and  truculent  spirit  enough  ; but  we  are 
•very  sure  that  though  venomous  as  serptcnts  they  are  harmless  as  doves.  AVe 
have  rarely  seen  a paper  so  overflowing  of  g til  and  bitterness  and  worm- 
wood, and  yet  so  imbecile  and  impotent  to  subserve  any  effective  purpose,  as 
Sam’s  First  EpUtJe  to  the  Hindoos. 

It  is  as  unlike  Paul  to  Timr>thi/  as  could  ho  conceived,  throuizh  it  breathes 
out  fire  and  slaughter  as  fiercely  a.s  Saul  of  Tarsus  on  bis  way  to  Damascus. 
How  awfully  savage  is  it  on  that  mythi-nl  body,  ‘‘the  Anti-Amcrican  Junto” 
of  llichmond.  AVe  have  heard  a great  deal  of  the  Junto.  It  i.s  said  that  wc  have 
had  something  to  do  with  the  killing  of  the  old  iniquity.  That  fact  was  an- 
nounced in  the  Now  York  Jf'rrh!  tivn  month  a'jo,  and  seeing  tliat  the 
is  chief  organ  of  the  Know  No.., mgs  in  North  Amcriv.*a,  tho  fact  of  the  Junt  ; s 
demise  is  undeniable.  The  Junto  is  a myth — a ghost, -beyond  doubt  or  cavil ; 
and  yet  it  is  amusing  to  see  how  it  still  haunts  the  im  iLdnatioii  of  Sa.m.  Do 
can’t  divest  himself  of  tho  idea  that  the  monster  is  still  alive,  and  protests 
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people  that  it  is  daily  and  niglitly  manufacturlog  and  sending  into  all 
parts  of  the  State  secret  IIoorbacks — outrageous  villrfications — sbaiueless  mis- 
* representations — unmitigated  falsehoods — miserable  resorts — shameless  tricks — 
total  fabrications — men  of  straw’' — and  legions  of  similar  hobgoblins.  To  say 
that  Sam  is  frightened  and  in  despair,  would  be  telling  but  half  the  story. 
Sam  is  frantic.  See  how  he  raves.  The  italics,  small  caps,  and  CAPITALS 
are  all  his  own  : 

Sam’s  first  epistle  to  the  Hindoos. 

Richmond,  May  12,  IS 55. 

Bear  Sir  : VTe  have  just  learned  from  authority  of  the  most  undoubted 

character,  that  the  AutLAmerican  Junto  of  this  city  are  daily  and  nightly 
manufacturing  and  sending  into  <all  parts  of  the  State  Secret  FtOORUACKS, 
containing  the  most  outrageous  vilhiications  of  our  Order,  the  most  shameless 
mis.representatioQS  of  its  objects  and  aims,  and  the  most  unmitigated  false- 
hoods in  relation  to  its  present  standing  and  position.  The  object  of  this  letter 
is  to  warn  you,  and  through  you,  every  member  of  your  Council,  and  every 
friend  of  the  American  cause,  to  bevrare  of  the  legion  of  lloorbacks  v.'hich 
they  will  start,  in  the  desperation  of  what  they  fear,  and  we  believe,  to  be  their 
LAST  expiriny  rjfort ! 

One  of  their  miserable  resorts  has  been  exposed  to  us  this  morning.  Thev 
have  already  issued  a large  number  of  secret  circiilar-,  setting  forth  that  there 
have  been  several  tJiouaand  withdrawals  from  the  Anicncan  Councils,  and  that 
a few  days  before  the  election,  a list  of  these  withdraicals  loill  be  jurnidied  to 
the  under  strajypers  of  the  Junto.  The  object  of  this  cannot  be  doubted.  It 
is  to  spread  dismay  through  the  ranks  of  American.s,  and  discourage  and  unnerve 
the  efforts  of  our  leadinT  men.  Now,  without  any  hesitation,  wo  pronemnee 
the  whole  thing  as  miserable  and  shameless  a trick  as  ever  issued  even  from  the- 
corrupt  source  from  udiich  it  emanates.  Wo  know  what  we  say,  and  speak 
from  the  record  when  we  declare,  that  they  cannot,  parade  the  names  of  a thou- 
sand inembers  in  the  whole  State  of  Virginia,  (out  of  75,000,)  who  have  with- 
drawn from  the  Order.  We  know  it  to  be  a total  fabrication,  a shameless 
Roorback,  and  arrant  FALSEHOOD  ! They  may  parade  the  names  of  thou- 
sands, but  we  declare  most  positively  and  emphatically,  that  if  so,  four  iifihs 
will  prove  men  of  siRAtv — men  who  were  never  men  of  our  Order — -who  have 
not  withdrawn,  or  who  never  had  existence  any wberofexcept  in  the  very  fertile 
imaginations  of  our  most  reckless  md  UNSCRUPULOUS  adversaries  ! 

But  here  we  will  ask,  even  if  they  could  parade  the  names  of  5,(>00  who 
-Ivid  withdrawn  from  the  Order,  irhat  would  that  amoivar  to  ? WouM  not  even 
that  number  leave  us  70,000  yood  and  true  men  in  the  Order,  which,  with 
30,000  out.dders,  whom  we  know  will  go  with  us,  will  make  a total  of  100,000, 
or  enouyh  to  bury  this  miserable  Junto,  with  its  myriad  corruptions,  too  deep  to 
he  even  smelt  ayain  f 

lint,  sir,  V'e  tell  you  ayain,  that  they  cannot  parade  one  thousand  actual  icith- 
drawals,  if  their  earthly  existence  depended  on  it 

We  beg  to  call  your  attentiou  to  a circums'aace  irhich  alone  should  establish 
the  villainy  of  this  transaction,  if  this  report — this  list  of  names — is  honesty 
CORRECT,  TUUK — why,  WHY  have  they  not  published  them  iu  their  papers  in 
time  to  have  their  gCDuioeness  e.xamined,  aud  TRUTH  or  falsity  TL6 TED. 
Both  the  Lki.Hy  Post  and  W'hig  of  this  city,  have  repeatedly  called  on  the  Junto 
papers  to  t/ic  num.-s  and  loc'aldies  o{  the  ••  V.T I H drawals"  wiii  .hbj 

scores  and.  huics  they  were  berai'ilag  through  dicir  papers,  but  without  giving 
either  names  or  localities.  These,  they  v/ere  not  only  called  upon,  but 
dared  to  give.  They  were  hnally  goaded  into  making  positive  declarations  in 
the  following  instances,  which  were  the  only  positive  ones  now  recollected  : 
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(Here  follow  the  alleged  charges,  followed  by  most  ferocious  refutations.') 

Here,  then,  sir,  we  have  at  much  length  taken  pains  ' to  dissect  the  fj\Lr 
Hoorbacks  which  the  enemy  have  dared  to  locate — read  them  attentively,  and 
judge  for  yourself.  Fahus  in  luio,  fahus  in  omnibus.  [Bad  Latin,  t'AM.  j 
Balse  in  one,  false  in  all. 

Finding  it  wmukl  never  do  to  present  the  names  and  localities  of  their  sliaui 
defection,  followed  as  they  were  by  such  immediate  and  complete  exposure.-, 
they  have,  it  seems,  concluded  to  issue  an  advance  circular,  CLAirviiNG  sevcrfi’ 
ihoiisand  vsithdraicals,  and  j^romisih'/  to  gire  the  names  in  a SECRET  CIRCULAR 
just  before  the  election.  veJien  it  xecAdd  RE  TOO  LATE  TO  EXPOSE  THEIR  falsity. 

Then  again,  sir,  we  repeat,  sound  the  news  in  advance  through  your  Coun- 
cils. Watch  for  Boorbacks  of  every  possible  description,  and-BELiEVE  mom: 
•YOURSELF,  nor  allow  any  others  to  be  imposed  upon  by  such  base  means,  re- 
collect that  with  our  opponents  it  is  a death  struggle,  and'  as  drowning  men 
natch  at  straws,  they  will  endeavor  to  seize  hold  of  every  imaginable  pretext 
and  falsehood  which  promises  to  give  them  even,  a single  vote. 

Gird  on  your  armour  then — return  blow  for  blow,  like  brave  soldiers,  confi- 
dent of  Victory.  Ilemember  that  while  you  are  fighting,  your  brothers  here 
and  elsewhere  are  batiiing  manfully  in  a common  cause — a cause  w hich  involves 
the  fate  of  our  Union,  our  Bible,  and  our  Faith.  Let  this,  then,  animate  your 
hearts,  and  nerve  your  arms,  in  what  wm  sincerely  believe  to  be  a contest  invol- 
ving mightier  interests  than  any  before  tested  since  ‘‘  the  days  that  tried  men's 
souls. Kemember  I that 

To  fight 

In  a just  cause,  and  for  our  country’s  glory, 

1:5  the  best  office  for  the  best  of  men  ; 

And  to  decline  w hen  these  motives  urge, 

Is  infamy  beneath  a coward’s  baseness. 

Eespectfiilly  and  fraternally, 

• • C.  A.  LOSE, 

P.  POIFDEXTER, 

PtO.  D.  WAIll). 

^am’s  second  epistle  is  not  so  savage  as  the  first,  but  far  more  pithy,  efF:c- 
tive,  and  to  the  point.  It  is  evidently  the  composition  of  higher  grade  of  Je- 
suits than  the  bo'juet  above.  AYe  have. not  the  pleasure  of  a perscnal  acquain- 
tance with  Mr.  l.lfi.2.7  > or  with  hir.  J-.’-O. P2.ld.fi  7.1. S ; or  even 

with  Mr.  Ac. -17-20. Ifi.  Tt.  They  are  in  a f^Mrible  state  of  alarm  at  the  iaii- 
cied  thorough  organization  of  the  Democracy,  and  have  taken  measures  suited 
to  such  ail  emergu.iey.  V e publish  the  document  entire,  and  as  it  is  aiway.- 
lawful  to  tight  rdie  Devil  with  hi.s  own  weepons,  we  trust  the  suggestions  of  tim 

umbirsigntdf  Messrs.  1 i -:-h.'2  l.lu.fi.7,  J-I-0. l2.lo.fi. 7. l.t^,  and  Ae.-U" 
2G.lfi.Tt,  will  not  be  lost  on  the  Democracy  : 

SAM’s  SECOXi)  EVISTLE  TO  THE  HINDOOS. 

PticiiMOND,  3Iay  f'th,  1255. 

Dear  Sir; — The  unde  •signed,  claiming  no  other  excuse  than  the  general  goc'l 

of  the  American  party,  have  taken  the  liberty  to  reijiu'-t  you  and — 

of  your  county,  to  act  as  a sneeial  county  committee,  tor  the  purpose  of  eiUenn,; 
an  immediate  and,  if  possible,  a thorough  organization  in  your  county,  unlc.-A 
you  have  already  done  so.  AVe  respectfully  ask  your  earnest  attention  to  tire 
following : 


a 


868 


r;  y 


(.»«0fW«>»t  «olo<n'ft  J.J.*  S)•»^-UA  ,t»st«la  toa’”*  **'» 

odt  lMeubol  «ii*J  h>iV  « ‘T ’I**- « 

Ul,''vl97im»t).  aiMiJ  l>.!n—?i-W  <»1  !«':*'  9v»^  jw»irt  ai’ “ 

'tto4»  Vd  •.iiUMot  t'On  .y«*«|.i}  ofc  wl^Sisfci ' " 

#i**Icf03Ot»  I>C«  alfiiir'«aon4:  t<l  »i3W  e«  £.9770-M.,pil«m 

0>:n4lAdt)  AH  htibuboo?  1*  f-i, 

KiurJliin  n 

vT^i^?  516 IIT  IIWJT^CJIOT  oo^^n^V^<v'« 

in.  ,_  /fill  iijliiaOB  ^jiSHTTl  tlJ8, <J5mA. 


SIGHT  CIWTX^OT  3P&V.1  ^ JY 


^>i  .fipMua  oiud  Awi 


^ ^ ‘H'  «0e:»rw«4l  d'Mih  !>«}4t«i^.^b0ir.  ■•> 

SooD  iy«^  *5ia  JS* 


triaiji  --.  , ,, 

e-jvlovof  dMtf 


V 'I  ^ X-.S.  t«e  sm«ifc  DU«\8lJlll©ft 


4^4  U ^>)"-^'a-  5s.;»  jr.  fc.  J§».V.  ■ : 


i «5 


,aatMi":A,r/.Ti, 


'^1 


Lily. 

08  id(S  It 


bnoDWt 


•;,;'v;i,,:Hwi»i!.-3'.,,  Jiooaisi-a  aux  ot:  xJ-Tfetia:  iii  ii  ibtirf^-^'  ' *■  ' -. 


339 


We  Lave  as  glorious  a cause  as  ever  moved  the  American  people  since  tnc 
days  of  ’70 — a cause  which  must  commend  itself  to  the  American  people,  and 
which  must,  as  a matter  of  palpable  necessity,  become  the  dominant  part}-  ju 
the  land.  The  present  struggle  is  one  which  more  completely  involves  the  fate 
cf  our  Union,  our  Bible,  and  our  Faith,  and  ail  else  (hat  v;c  hold  near  and  dear, 
than  any  .other  that  has  occurred  since  the  United  States  became  a nation  ; for 
it  is  a struggle  which  is  to  foreshadow  the  end — of  which  this  is  but  the  be- 
ginning. 

But,  strong  as  is  our  position,  high  and  holy  as  our  mission  Is,  and  as  much, 
as  it  commends  itself  to  the  people,  we  beg  our  friends  not  to  rely  too  coniiclently 
to  its  inherent  strength  alone.  We  have  an  enemy  ever  watchful,  ever  vigilant, 
ever  untiring,  and  ever,  as  now,  utterly  unscrupulous.  They  are  old  tacticians, 
who  having  long  succGcdcd  by  ‘Anair^gement,’’  will  nowy  in  tlceir  hour  of  peril, 
resort  to  every  means  that  unscrupulous  knavery  can  suggest,  or  the  most  un- 
’ tiring  energy  carry  out. 

The  enemy,  too,  arc  completely  organized,  and  that  in  the  most  thorough 
and  efficient  manner.  Their  “ modus  operandi”  is  secret  and  effective — is  con- 
fided to  a few  and  proper  hands.  They  lirst  have  a State  Central  Committee, 
who  apnoint  sub-committees  in  eveiy  county,  who  in  him  appoint  sub-commir- 
tees  in  every  prcciiict.  These  precinct  committees’  first  business  is,  -to  ascer- 
tain the  number  of  Whigs  outside  the  order,  and  the  number  of  Bemocrats  in. 
Bach  man  on  this  list  is  put  under  the  special  care  of  one,  two  or  three  men 
best  calculated  to  exert  an  iniluence  upon  him,  who  are  instructed  to  use  ihe 
argument  best  calculated  to  influence  him  against  the  American  party.  These 
committee-men,  on  some  plausible  excuse  visit  the  persons  under  their  particu- 
lar charge.  To  the  A'higs  outside,  they  vill  urge  the  folly,  the  madness  and 
impolic}"of  sacrificing  their  cherished  piinciples — the  principles  of  that  noble 
old  party,”  “ the  brave  party  of  principle,”  d:c.,  to  a nev/  part}-,  whose  ahns 
are  niy?torious,  and  whose  designs  they  know  not  of.  To  the  Democrats  inside,, 
the  American  party  will  be  denounced  as  a Whig  trick,  the  same  miserable  old 
blue  light,  .Hartford  Convention,  Federal  and  Bank  Whig  party.  They  will 
denounce  it  as  unchristian,  unpatriotic  and  unconstitutionai.  They  will  declare 
it  abulitionism  in  disguise,  and  importation  from  the  North,  from  Englan*!,  Uc., 
cVc.  They  will  misrepresent  its  principles,  itsairns.and  its  acts.  They  will  swear 
it  has  driven  every  national  man  from  the  United  States  Senate — that  it  ciecced 
Seward  and  WTlsun,  and  probably  Sumner,  and  Trumbuii,  and  Darken,  and 
Chase,  and  Hale,  and  \Fade,  and  Fessenden,  and  a host  of  other  abolitionist^, 
who,  so  far  fr-im  being  Know  Nothing.'-;,  are  among  their  most  intensely  bitter 
opponeut.s.  They  will  beseech  them  to  come  out  from  among  a set  of 
Cliri.ulu<-'y,  Gaelics  conspirators,  traitors,  midnight  assassins  and  pros- 

titutes of  the  pot-houses. 

lu  this  manner,  and  in  tnis  style,  they  will  visit,  and  ar'"*  now  daily  visit- 
ing, every  inside  Democrat,  and  outside  Vfhig  in  the  State.  Kvery  device  will 
be  resorted  to,  to  “ weuu  those  weak  in  the  faith.”  They  will  not  o.nly  vi'it  our 
members,  but  will  stay  with  them,  eat  w-ith  them,  drink  with  them;  and  sliop 
with  tliera.  Sometimes  they  will  double  or  triple  teams,  and  bring  double  and 
triple  batteries  to  bear  on  tiie  more  obstinatcand  difficult — will  seek  to  frighten 
the  timid,  seduce  the  fishy,  and  ‘‘fatigue”  and  worry  the  true  and  honest;  ones 
out  of  the  party. 

Thus  will  the  most  powerful  political  machinery  that  political  tacticians  ever 
did  iiiVont,  or  ever  can  invent — that  of  direct  personal  appeal,'  entrenty  and 
i -unpuL^ioa — be  brought  to  bear,  with  concentrated  force,  upou  the  members  of 
o'tr  organization  in  every  section  of  the  State.  It  is  idle  to  say  that  such  m’-'argy, 
80  constantly  and  so  persevcringly  applied,  will  be  without  effect,  unless  they 
are  promptly  and  effectively  met  by  the  vigilance  of  olir  friends  ia  every  coun- 
ty of  the  State. 
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The  odIj  way  to  check  this  influence  is  to  meet  it  promptly,  and  in  that 
view  we  most  earnestly  and  respectfully  request  your  attention  to  the  follow, 
ing 

SUGGEvSTIONS. 

That  on  the  reception  of  this  you  will  hold  afi  immediate  conference  with 
— - — ^ — of  your  county  ; and  that  you  together  shall  appoint  a com- 
mittee of active,  intelligent  and  eihcient  men  in  each  precinct  of  the 

county,  who  will  act  as  a precinct  committee,  and  wdio  will  fully  and  eSciently - 
carry  out  the  following  suggestions  by  all  honorable  means : 

1st.  To  make  a perfect  list  of  every  man  who  will  vote  the  American, 
ticket.  • 

2nd.  A similar  list  of  every  man  who  w^ill  vote  the  Anti-American  ticket. 

3rd.  A doubtful  list,  embracing  every  man,  whether  now  with  or  against  us, 
who  can  be  swerved  or  induced  in  any  manner ; to  place  each  man  on  this  list 
under  the  care  of  some  one,  two,  or  more  men,  who  will  make  it  their  special 
business  to  see,  talk  and  even  labor  wdtb  every  man  or  men  placed  under  their 
charge,  with  a view  to  the  following  results  ; 

1st.  If  an  American,  to  protect  him  from  the  arts  of  the  enemy,  and  to  keep 
the  wavering  firm  in  the  faith. 

^ 2nd,  To  influence  as  many  of  tlic  AntbAmericans  to  vote  with  us  as  po.ssi- 
ble. 

3rd.  To  induce  as  many  as  will  not  vote  with  us  not  to  vote  against  us— if 
they  will  do  us  no  good,  at  least  to  do  us  no  harm. 

4tb.  And  finally,  to  see  that  every  American  vote  is  brought  out  and  polled 
on  the  day  of  election. 

Please  instruct  the  committee  of  each  precinct,  imraeciately  after  elec- 
tion, to  send  full  returns  of  their  precincts,  addressed  to  the  Editors  Daily 
Whi^,  Kichraond,  and  all  will  thus  know  by  extras  issued  from  that  office  the 
result  in  a few  days  after  election. 

17--.-3.21.12.2.7  *) 

J-1-6.12.13.2.7.1.8  p Committee. 

&c.-17-26.12.Tt.  &e.  j 

What  a pity  to  take  away  these  young  men’s  Bibles!  To  steal  their  purses 
is  to  steal  trash;  but  lo  take  away  their  Bibles — what  a cruelty  ! 

Epistle  third  is  an  eloquent  dissertation  from  Sam  on  the  importance  of  a 
sino'le  vote.  He  has  been  boasting  of  his  fifty  and  eighty  thousands  for  months 
past,  and  professing  a generous  wiiiingness  in  his  bet.s  with  the  Democracy  to 
give  odds  of  fives  and  tecs  of  thousands  against  himself  ; but  since  the  late 
terrible  reaction  commenced,  and  hi.s  men  have  forsaken  him  by  entire  lodges 
and  conncils,  Sam  is  firuily  convinced  that  he  cannot  spare  a single  vote;  and 
vouchsafes  a special  epistle  to  the  taithful,  on  the  necessity  of  getting  out  every 
vote  he  can  call  his  own.  Democrats  of  Virginia,  learn  a lesson  for  yourselves 
while  reading 

SAM’s  TnillD  EPISTLE  TO  TEE  HINDOOS. 

rtlciiMOND,  May  14th,  1855. 

’'Dear  Sir The  object  of  t’ni.^  commanication  is  to  call  your  especial  attention 
to  the  possible  importance  of  every  single  vote  in  your,  and  every  other  pre- 
cinct in  the  State;  accompanied  by  such  iilusciations  as  occur  to  us  at  the  mo- 
ment : 
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In  1797,  tlie  President  was  elected  by  a inajority  of  three  in  the  electoral 
college — in  1801,  by  scTcn.  Virginia  was  carried  in  1840  by  500  votes,  la 
1844,  5,000  votes  in  New  York,  out  of  550,000,  or  one  in  55,  made  Mr.  Polk 
President;  hence,  had  this  vote  been  cast  for  Olay,  he  would  have  been  elected 
by  live  votes. 

Some  ten  years  ago,  Marcus  Morton  was  elected  Governor  of  Massachusetts 
by -a  majority  of  one.  In  many  other  instances,  ten  votes  have  decided  the 
fate  of  the  gubernatorial  election. 

Mr.  Benton  was  made  Senator  by  one  vote.  Many  other  Senators  have  been 
elected  by  majorities  of  from  one  to  ten. 

In  1846,  the  candidates  for  Congress  tied  each  other  in  two  instances  in  a sin- 
gle State,  and  two  were  elected  by  one  majority,  and  three  more  were  elected  by 
majorities  of  from  three  to  twenty.  In  the  same  State,  in  1848,  there  was-one 
tie,  three  were  elected  by  one  majority,  and  several  others  by  majorities  of  from 
five  to  fifty.  On  one  occasion,  a distinguished  Virginian  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress by  five  majority,  and  at  the  next  term  defeated  by  seven,  A hundred 
instances 'could  be  given  of  m.embers  of  Congress  elected  by  majorities  of  from 
one  to  five  votes,  and  a thousand  where  majorities  of  one  to  five  have  carried 
State  Senators,  and  members  of  the  different  Legislatures, 

In  the  coming  election,  v/o  expect  to  see  several  of  our  candidates  for  Con- 
gress, Senate,  and  House,  elected  by  very  small  majorities,  perhaps  by  a single 
vote.  Ilemembcr  then,  sir,  that  the  failure  to  vote  in  a single  instance,  in 
your  precinct,  may  lose  us  a Delegate,  Senator,  Congressman,  and  even  U.  S. 
Senator.  The  election  of  Flournoy,  however,  if  our  strength  is  polled,  is  as 
certain  as  the  rising  of  to-morrow’s  sun. 

Probably,  in  Virginia,  an  average  of  five  of  our  voters  in  each  precinct  will 
resolve  to  stay  at  liome,'each  thinking  his  own  vote  can  make  no  great  diffe- 
rence;.but  remember  that  there  are  1,000  precincts  in  the  State,  and  that  a loss 
of  five  votes  in  each  precinct  would  be  5,000  in  the  State,  or  more  votes  than 
made  Mr.  Poik  President  in  1844. 

Then,  sir,  we  call  on  you  and  your  friends,  and  the  friends  of  the  cause,  to 
icorJc,  WORK,  4y01lK  I See  that  every  vote,  in  every  precinct  in  your  county, 
is  brought  out.  Your  brothers  call  on  you  to  work  for  us  as  we  work  for  you  ! 

The  Junto  is  setting  day  and  NIGHT.  The  iiglits  in  their  culvert  are  never 
suffered  to  go  out.  They  set  us  an  example.  Let  us  improve  it. 

Confident  of  Victory,  we  are  yours,  &c., 

C.  A.  FxOSE,  ) 

P.  POINDEXTEK,  v Committee. 
HO.  D.  WARD,  \ 

Call  the  Council  together  the  night  before  election. 


LETTER  FROM  THE  HON.  DXNIEL  S.  DICKINSON  ON  KNOW 

NOTIlLNGISM.  ' 

The  following  letter,  first  published  in  the  Tallaha.sse  Floridian  and  Jouri;al 
of  August  4th,  was  written  in  June  1855. — Ed.  X.  Y.  Daily  News. 

iMy  Dear  Sir:  On  mv  return  to  my  residence  a few  days  since,  from  a py- 
lissiou  il  engagement  abroad,  I found  your  favor  of  a late  date  in<piiring  i^r 
n»y  views  touching  the  principles  of  the  ‘‘ American’^  or  Know  Nuthing’' 
organization.  Before  I found  time  to  answer,  1 was  biivncd  to  this  place  to 
attend  the  Court  of  Appeals  now  in  session,  where  the  bu.Jncss  in  which  1 am 
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engnged  affords  little  time  or  opportunity  for  correspondence.  I will,  however, 
as  I have  no  concealments  upon  public  questions,  borrow  a moment  from  my 
pressioix  duties  to  say  quite  hastily,  that  I have  no  knowledge  concerning  the 
Order  to  which  you  allude,  except  such  as  is  acquired  from  publications  pur- 
porting to  give  information  upon  the  subject,  and  must  therefore  confine  myself 
to  such  points  as  are  embraced  within  this  range.  It  is  generally  uuderstobu 
and  conceded  to  be  a secret  society  or  organization,  designed  to  act  politically 
in  the  contests  of  the  day.  Of  this  secret  feature  I entirely  disapprove,  and 
am  unable  to  understand  by  what  necessity,  real  or  supposed,  it  was  dictated, 
or  upon  what  principle  it  can  bo  justified.  Free  public  discussion  and  open 
adtion  upon  all  public  ati'airs,  are  essential  to  the  health — nay,  to  the  very  exis- 
tence— of  popular  liberty ; and  the  day  which  finds  the  public  mind  reconciled 
to  the  secret  movements  of  political  parties,  will  find  us  far  on  our  way  to  the 
slavery  of  despotism.  If  good  men  may  meet  in  secret  for  good  purposes,  we 
can  have  no  assurance  that  bad  men,  under  the  same  plausible  exterior,  will 
not  secretly  sap  tbe  foundations  of  public  virtue. 

Whether  I am  in  favor  of  their  platform  upon  the  question  of  domestic  sla- 
very, must  depend  upon  what  it  is ; or  rather,  whether  they  are  in  favor  of 
mine.  If  their  platform  is  to  be  regarded  as  including,  upholding  or  justifying 
such  political  monstrosities  as  the . personal  liberty  bili,^’  recently  pa.ssed  into 
a law  by  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  over  the  veto  of  Governor  Gardner,  then 
I pronounce  it  treason  of  the  deepest  dye — treason,  rank,  unblushing  and  bra- 
zen— deserving  of  public  repreheii'icn  and  condign  punishment.  If  upon  this 
subject  their  platform  conforms  io  resolutions  recently  published,  purporting  to 
be  the  voice  of  a majority  of  the  Convention  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  it  is  in 
substance  the  same  upon  which  I have  stood  for  years — upon  which  I did  not 
enter  without  counting  the  consoquencer,  and  which  I'inttod  to  relinquish  only 
with  life.  I have  not  now  these  resolutions  before  me,  but  as  I recollect  them, 
I approve  them  in  substance  as  sound  national  doctrine.  I ignore  no  part  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  either  in  theory  or  in  practice,  to  court  the  popular 
caprices  of  the  moment,  to  gain  public  station,  or  to  minister  to  the  necessities 
or  infirmities  of  those  in  power.  Nor  can  I distrust  the  soundness  of  principles 
approved  upon  full  consideration  under  a high  sense  of  duty,  because  others 
may  choose  to  adopt  and  embrace  tb.em. 

I cannot  believe  that  any  good  can  be  accomplished  by  making  the  birthplace 
a test  of  fidelity  or  merit.  It  does  not  accord  wuth,  but  is  at  war  with  the 
genius  of  our  institutions.  That  abuses  have  been  practiced  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  foreigners  to  places  of  trust,  before  sufficiently  familiar  with  our  Con- 
stitution, laws,  and  socini  sy-tem,  or  to  which,  from  circumstances,  they  were 
UDSuited,  is  probable.  This,  however,  is,  in  some  respects,  common  to  native 
as  w’ell  as  naturalized  citizens,  and  arises  not  from  a defective  system,  but  from 
its  erroneous  administration.  It  is  in  both  respects  the  natural  result  of  placing 
in  the  hands  of  the  incompetent  the  distribution  of  public  patronage. 

Upon  the  subject  of  naturalized  citizens,  I have  been  governed  by  considera- 
tions of  justice  and  duty,  and  iiave  designed  to  observe  the  spirit  of  my  coun- 
try’s Constitution.  IVhen  members  of  Congress  engage  in  a steeple  chase,  to 
see  who  should  propose  earliest,  givo  mo.-t,'and  vote  io^udest,  to  feed  sutlering 
Ireland  from  the  federal  treasury  a few  years  since,  not  finding  any  warrant  tor 
such  proceedings  I voted  against  it,  and  let  public  clamor  exhaust  itself  upon 
my  head  in  denunciations.  When  I learned  that  the  foreigner  who  had  in  good 
faith  declared  his  intentions  of  citizenship,  by  setting  his  foot  upon  a foreign 
shore  in  case  ot  shipwreck,  without  anv  intention  of  remaining  abroad,  lost  the 
benefit  of  his  proceedings,  I introduced  and  procured  the  passage  of  a bill  to 
redress  the  grievance.  These  princijtlos  have  governed  my  public  conduct,  and 
now  gui<le  my  opinions.  The  Constitution,  administered  in  its  true  spirit,  i-b 
in  my  judgment,  sufficient  for  tbe  proceclioa  of  all,  whether  native  or  ualurab 
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izcd,  and  for  the  redress  of  all  political  evils  which  can  be  reached  by  human 
government. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

D.  S.  DICKINSON. 


A MONSTKOUS  FKAUD. 

The  following  article  from  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer  will  throw  a new  light 
upon  the  Know  Nothing  viliainy  practiced  in  the  circulation  of  the  Cincinnati 
Times,  through  Virginia,  de.dgued  to  operate  on  the  election  of  nc'xt  Thursday. 
The  Times  is  an  abolition  paper,  and,  in  its  issues  ‘^circulated  at  home,  and 
through  the  free  States,  asserts  that  the  Secret  Order  is  anti-sIaverf/E  The 
Cincinnati  Enquirer,  in  a previous  article,  said  that  “ the  greatest  care  is  taken 
at  the  oliice  of  the  Times,  not  to  allow  a copy  of  the  issue,  intended  for  the 
Virginia  market,  to  be  seen  in  Cincinnati,  where  its  sentiments  w’ould  be  inju- 
rious to  the  Know  Nothing  cause  and  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  paper. 
This  Times  Iloorback,  sent  to  Virginia,  is  one  of  the  most  infamous  frauds  ever 
resorted  to  by  a party,  and  the  following  exposure  should  arouse  every  honest 
Virginian  to  an  indignant  reprobration  of  an  organization,  based  upon  trickery 
and  deception  ; — Richmond  Enquirer. 

Yirjinia  Election — The  Spurious  Edition  of  the  Times  sent  to  that  State. — 

In  fa  mous  Era  u d. 

IVe  have  received  a letter  from  IVheeling  in  relation  to  the  WeeJeJp  Times  of 
this  city,  with  which  the  Know  Nothings  are  flooding  the  State  of  Virginia. 
This  issue  of  the  Times  is  filled  with  articles  endeavoring  to  prove  that  the 
Know  Nothings  of  the  North  are  pro-slavery.  The  Times,  however,  which  is 
circulated,  at  home  and  throughout  the  free  States,  asserts  that  the  order  is 
anti-slavimj/.  A gross  fraud  is,  therefore,  being  practised  upon  the  Virginians, 
W’hich,  if  they  are  true  to  themselves,  they  will  resent.  Like  “ orator  Putf the 
Times  has  two  tones  to  its  voice,  and  puts  on  two  faces — 'One  for  the  North,  the 
^other  for  the  South.  The  Times  which  is  sent  to  Indiana  contradicts  the  Times 
which  is  sent  to  Virginia.  It  would  be  a terrible  thing  for  that  journal  if,  by 
some  mistake  of  its  mailing  clerks,  the  editions  should  get  transposed — the 
slavery  Times  finds  its  vray  to  Indiana  and  the  anti-slavery  times  to  Virginia. 

We  shall  endeavor  to  procure  a copy  of  the  Virginia  edition,  and  make  some 
extracts  from  it  for  the  benefit  of  its  Northern  Freesoil  readers,  v/ho  will  start 
in  amazement  at  finding  such  sentiments  advocated  in  that  sheet.  The  Virgi- 
nians, by  the  time  of  the  election,  will  be  pretty  well  informed  of  this  dirt^' 
Abolition  trick  to  wheedle  them  out  of  their  votes,  and  vre  are  confident  it  will 
react  upon  its  perpetrators.  Our  friends  in  Virginia  are  malting  a most  gallant 
struggle  to  preserve  that  State  from  the  enemy  and  we  have  every  assurance  of 
their  success.  Our  Wheeling  correspondent  says  that  “ the  prospects  fur  carry- 
ing the  State  in  favor  of  Wise  are  very  liatteiing.  I think  bis  election  is  cer- 
tain, beyond  doubt.  The  only  (pue.stion  is,  how  large  will  his  majority  be 
The  Pv,ichmoad  Enquirer,  the  central  democratic  organ,  whose  conductors  are 
always  excellently  informed  in  Virginia  politics,  estimates  Nr.  Wi.?e's  majority 
at  fitteen  thousand  over  his  Know  Nothing  competitor.  iMr.  Wise  himself, 
after  travelling  most  of  the  Stat'*,  is  sanguine  of  twenty  thousand.  The  recent 
municipal  election  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  which  resulted  in  favor  of  the  Democrats, 
is  a significant  indication,  aa<l  shows  that  the  popular  current  is  running  in  the 
right  direction. — [^Cincinnati  Enquirer. 
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CONaRESSIONAL  CANVASS. 

The  Congressioual  Districts  of  Virginia,  in  1855,  were  the  theatre  of  great 
political  excitement,  and  in  nearly  all  of  them  the  Know  Nothings  brought  for- 
ward candidates  of  taeir  own  party,  and  boldly  predicted  the  defeat  of  at  least 
eight  of  the  Democratic  candidates  for  Congress. 

I.  Judge  Thomas  IT.  Bayly,  of  the  county  of  Accomac,  the  representlvc 
of  that  district  in  Congress  for  the  last  ten  years,  was  a candidate  for  re-election 
in  the  first  district  without  regular  oppositiou,  although  Jlessrs.  Garnett  and 
Montague  received  handsome  complimentary  votes  in  poitions  of  the  district 
where  Judge  Bay'ly’s  views  upon  the  principles  of  the  Know  Nothing  party 
were  not  popular  with  the  Democratic  party.  It  was  a source  of  deep  regret, 
with  many  of  Judge  Bayly’s  political  friends,  that  he  avoided  making  a 
direct  issue  with  the  Know  Nothing  party,  and  actually  expressed  himself 
favorably  to  some  of  their  doctrirses.  The  result  of  his  course  during  the  can- 
vass, was  eminently  favorable  to  his  individual  interests,  and  he  was  elected  to 
Congress  without,  as  we  have  said,  any  regular  opposition. 

The  congressional  elector  in  this  district  vias  Robert  L,  Montague,  one  of 
the  most  fearless,  able  and  energetic  Democrats  in  the  State.  He  was,  some 
years  ago,  a distinguished  member  of  the  Legislature  from  the  counties  of  Mid- 
dlesex and  Matthews ; and  is  a lawyer  of  extensive  practice  and  great  popu- 
larity. Daring  the  last  canvas.s,  his  services  as  a speaker  were  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  Democratic  party  of  the  first  district. 

II.  In  the  second  district,  Gen.  Millson,  of  the  City  of  Norfolk,  was  the 
nominee  of  the'  Democratic  party  for  Congress.  In  this  district  the  Know 
Nothings  were  confident  of  success,  and  nominated  Mr.  IVatts,  of  Norfolk,  cs 
their  candidate,  a gentleman  of  considerable  talent,  vrho  was  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Reform  Convention  of  1850.  It  was  supposed  that  Gen.  Millson’s 
vote  as  a member  of  Congress,  against  the  Kansas  Nebraska  bill,  would  mate- 
rially diminish  his  prospects  of  success,  a.s  it  had  excited  a strong  prejudice 
against  him  with  many  leading  members  of  his  party.  But  the  Democratic 
party  of  his  district,  fcLling  assured  that  Gan.  Millson’s  course  upon  that 
question  was  the  result  of  his  ultra  and  impracticable  pro-slavery  views,  rather 
than  of  sympathy  with  the  Free.soil  party,  re-elected  him  to  Congress  by  a large 
majority.  The  result  in  this  district  was  as  unexpected  as  it  was  gratifying  to 
the  Democratic  party. 

Mordecai  Cooke,  of  Norfolk  city,  a lawyer  of  distinction,  and  an  efficient 
elector  during  the  presidential  canvass  of  1852,  was  the  elector  in  this  district ; 
but  was  prevented  by  ill  health  from  taking  any  part  in  the  canvass. 

III.  In  the  third  district,  Hon.  Joiix  S.  Caskie,  so  widely  known  as  an 
eloquent,  chivalrous  and  able  champion  of  Den  ocracy,  was  a candidate  for  re- 
election,  his  course  as  a member  of  C -nn'ross  having  given  universal  satisfaction 
to  the  Democratic  party  of  the  Tlotropolitan  District.  The  Know'  Nothings 
were,  in  this  district,  confident  of  defeating  Judge  Ca.skie,  and  this  anticipation 
of  a long  and  certain  victory,  afilictod  the  Know  Nothing  councils  with  a nuia- 


■m  "X 


. . uz  Ti  '■  ' 

A*-*  •,  . ^ ' ^ 

,.  .V  •t'ff '.■,  ♦vif  ('liliji'  A.v-  v' 

.a8A.7K>3  l^HOI8i'.3JIO’'IOO 


Ife 


,:1 


“•>^'W*  tei 


,«„i  ^ \o  oH»  titM  i...*  .tin^  «« •“»0>  aU^o  S 

' oj5t  lol  •'DftiWboM  9U*iM(0»«  sill  ^o  Idsis 

" --r.  n4s  Vb  .tjTC/,a  -.tt  »aWobT  sabnX.  .1  ji; 

«,«,  wooH  W^- 

”S  Cla™.  .J.  J« 'rt"“.vS 


V,  V,  ^ . -.  .4  ;.^,- , , 4^.;„- , vg I *3«i 

yo^rnmmm  j 

W99.-1  t^'Sf 

f.  WM.itR  A"«s>  to  ^«l“<»®  S'* 

.9).m  Mb«w  ,«id  xdP5i»*K 
♦0(JJ  iWfqii 
OJ 


M: 


...  . . ..  o „«,.l  nnll  .SiHPJiit  Imill  s:!r«lt.lil  ! 


ae  u.  emoaJa)ab'W^.*^A‘-J  ^ 


...«  X i,rw-pUsiu.09  s,id^  aiU  jf  I” 


• .fll^ 


iS4ms 

:m 


345 


bcr  of  aspirants,  whose  claims  were  urged  with  great  zeal  by  their  respective 
friends. 

The  most  promineot  of  these  gentlemen  were  A.  J.  Crane,  Hon.  J.  M. 
])OTTS,  and  \Y3i.  C.  Scott,  of  the  City  of  llichmond.  The  latter  gentleman 
ii.ad  been,  for  a short  time,  a citizen  of  riichmond,  and  formerly  represented 
the  county  of  Powhatan  for  many  years  in  the  Legislature  with  considerable 
ability.  He  was  also,  the  Know  Nothing  elector  for  the  district,  and  was  ac- 
tively engaged  in  the  canvass  for  several  weeks  before  he  received  the  nomina- 
tion of  his  party  for  Congress.  Mr.  Scott  is  a gentleman  of  good  education, 
unblemished  private  character,  and  remarkable  for  the  accuracy  of  his  political 
information.  He  was  the  most  available  of  all  the  prominent  Know  Nothing 
poliiieians  of  the  district,  and  received  the  full  vote  of  his  party.  The  discus- 
sions of  ?dessrs.  Oaskte  and  Scott  were  conducted  with  great  courtesy  and 
good  feeling,  and  in  no  previous  canvass  were  the  speeches  of  Judge  Caskie 
more  eloquent  and  efi'ective  than  in  that  of  1855.  He  was  re-elected  to  Con- 
gress by  a handsome  majority. 

The  elector  in  this  district  was  Mr.  P.  H.  Atlett.  Ilis  labors  were  arduous 
and  incessant  during  the'entire  campaign,  and  were  as  effective  as  his  brilliant 
talents,  united  with  such  untiring  service,  was  calculated  to  be.  Nor  did  3Ir. 
Aylett  confine  bis  exertions  to  bis  own  field  of  labor,  but  accepted  many  invi- 
tations from  different  quarters  of  the  State,  everywhere  vindicating  his  high 
reputation  for  talents  and  powers  of  oratory. 

IV.  In  the  fourth  district,  Hon.  William  0.  Goode,  a gentleman  of  great 
political  experience,  ripe  years,  and  of  State  reputation,  was  the  Democratic  can- 
didate f'U’  Congress.  Mr.  Goode  was  a member  of  the  Convention  of  ’30, 
and  of  1850,  and  was  for  many  years  a distinguished  member  of  the  Legislature, 
and  had  served  in  Congress  two  sessions  with  "distinction.  He  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Tazew^ell  of  Olecklenburg,  a young  gentlemen  of  great  facctiousness,  whose 
anecdotes  during  the  canvass,  were  exceedingly  entertaining,  and  pleasing  to 
bis  auditors.  The  district  was  regularly  canvassed  by  the  candidates,  and  Mr. 
Tazewell  was  beaten  by  about  two  thousand  majority.  ‘‘Alas  poor  Yorick.’’ 

The  elector  in  this  district  was  Hon.  Hioeiard  Kidder  Meade  of  Petersburg, 
f'-rmeriy  a prominent  member  of  Congress,  and  distinguished  leader  of  the 
8^tates  Right  party.  He  canvassed  the  district  with  great  activity,  and  contri- 
buted largely  to  the  extraordinary  triumph  of  the  Democratic  party  cn  the 
Southside. 

The  Southside  Democrat^  published  in  Petersburg,  was  edited  with  signal 
ability  during  the  canvass,  and  was  regarded  as  one  Df  the  best  campaign  papers 
in  the  State.  It  was  edited  by  Messrs.  Banks  and  Keily. 

V. -Hon.  Thos.  S.  Bocock,  for  six  years  the  able  and  efficient  representative 
of  a large  portion  of  the  fit'll  district,  was  a candidate  for  re-election'.  The 
cam.! (late  of  the  KnovV  Noth  ng  party,  was  Mr.  N.  C.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Franklin, 
ouce  promineut  and  popuhir  inembm  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  fw  many 
years  a member  of  the  Legislature;  lie  was  also  a member  of  the  Retorm  Oon- 
v*:u!i m of  1850.  At  a weak  and  unlucky  moment,  Mr.  Claiborne  yielded  to 
the  blandishments  of  the  Know  .Nothing  party,  and  fell  from  the  respectable 


4' 


ih 


tisdl  X'f  J*®*  itat^^in  t’igio  »iiyir  eoiids  »todi  ,tin«)iqM  1o  i!hJ 

' y,  • ^I»n')ri^ 

.M  .If  opll  ns4xis»4n!>g  o«Mll^to‘5odoi]floiq^ liom  pdT 

nWtfkffa  mttDl  t^fO  % ,rto^\0  mTT  ban 

^ oskfJb  4 ,5inl[r  Jidda'^  lol  ^aodd  bnd 
efcfm9t*ieiioo  dsr^''  MhUi^I  jiIiI  qi  \niiai  teA  njciflrfw©^  #»rfl 

-DA  ww  baji  <»di  Oelij  rw  .'^HJd« 

-tirftow  flib  liifero  lo^  »dl  m 

-,ariih^L^  £>003,10  7t1  ^iioq  h ooit, 

luoiJifoq  'Jo  ifHStuhs  (f0t(^  kKi’fliicicoi  feaii  dJjivhq  fcodaiw^ldou 

gorrfUi'l^  ifOaX  <rd^  iia ‘^^iroiS^xs^ioIrti 

otiT  ^ eM  I0  |io^  udi  Ir-jtwJn  fcoc  (tohliilb  adj  ’Jo  *Oi3fciiji(oq 

sixsaO  D^buXi  ^ Bovaijo  waoiwq  taxi  .^Sh^oIi  fcoog 

.£toO  0)  idj  ^Hj;  l&Jads  ai  uadi  &7)ii$1h  btta-$09ap^h  oto« 

etrrnibrc  oww  Eto|a£ti|l ^ M iomidb  wdt  ai  ‘loiopla  oilT  1 

«i/?,  d ^ Jiji  ba ji 

‘hat  ^aiHii  boJ>i»OJ>(}  liJid  bb^  awo  sid  oi  BOoiii^xi^eld  oaBijoo^TirajyA 

^,00‘-  <?£-^f  1o  Ht^tkb'raip  ^aMo  a 

hhaMSl  I0  bna? 

tdb^c^^dw'4ii. 


Mw  6at>i^9  0Wlmn^(^  bsn^n  hnd  bani 


’^i hmim0' p-m  uair^JUi^X aT 


T,' 

^oriJ 


9(b  slteivwa^v  a|i  ^ Tiastktuii^itatt  rini 

r.03 

fct(»qiA«^ 


rjw  Mbo'  edf'® 

«|««5  agii(|iaxt0'  lasM^''$df^'i^feb^  ba4r'‘:''^8nya*fo' aSj  stjttotf^vtfli'dl ' j(5 

^ ,«,#if  ai  '^- 

orha:a9t3^q{yt  iam3i9  hm  oJib  od)  aoV^o^^joS  ,S  ,aoW ^floB*\Y 

odT  ""  I,  lo 

‘,fllWjMi'!^  >0  fSuaotfS/^ip  4) . d4oK  won.71  9fU  ia^fMLtuj 

V,,.  ■ ■ ' 1^  * * *^  ■ ffc  JW.  ,1T>- 


« fesMsit  JWJMM1U.I0  .iiM  >Jw**<!fB  lio«j4Hlfa», ^ww  « >A  .Wex  X®  «'iM®T 
sl5eq2»i  9jli  inoil  II<3  6«ir,^m<j''j(iMiiloi4  l1*»^^3^^  9iJ  l^f-taoinilwbiwW 

%^smL. 


6i^irjc^.'aiit*<][  odJ  ■}t>^,jpid:(^  a f»op 

» o»li;  Mw’^od  ; yja^  lid 01  am  # siSot 

-4L.  j.*  . ...  . . . “riiif*r  . 

J39 

' I 


m s 
imS 


fS-  u'-!.’>til^i ' 


346 


position  which  he  once  occupied  in  our  party.  He  received  the  nomination  of 
the  Know  Nothing:  party,  beating,  it  is  said,  a talented  young  Whig  lawyer  of 
Pittsylvania,  Mr.  Carrington.  Mr.  Claiborne  occupied  an  awkward  posi- 
tion during  the  canvass,  in  consequence  of  his  having  attended  the  Democratic 
Convention  at  Staunton;  although,  it  was  said,  at  that  very  time  a member  cf 
the  secret  order.  He  took  a prominent  part  in  that  convention  for  Mr.  Leake. 
After  the  nomination  of  Mr.  M^ise,  it  is  said  that  Mr.  Claiborne  publicly 
declared  his  willingness  to  support  that  gentleman,  and  declared  himself  ready  to 
‘‘  scour”  the  mountains  of  rranklin  for  the  nominee  of  the  Staunton  Convention. 
The  unfortunate  position  of  Mr.  Claiborne  rendered  it  necessary  for  Mr.  Do- 
COCK  and  the  Democratic  press  of  the  State  toliandle  that  gentleman  with  gloves 
off.  The  follo^^ing  editorial  from  the  LymJihunj  Republican,  will  afford  our 
readers  some  idea  of  the  scathing  and  merciless  manner  in  wLich  Mr.  Clai- 
borne was  dealt  with. 

Political  Pcrieication — N.  C.  Claiborne. 

The  particular  attention  of  our  readers  is  invited  to  the  following  graphic 
sketch  of  the  political  career  of  3Ir.  Claiborne,  the  Know  IN’oihing  candidate 
for  Congress  in  this  district. 

' “ The  scripture  moveth  us  in  sundry  places”  to  deal  gently  with  the  frailties 

of  our  fellow  men.  y^e  confess  and  claim  much  of  this  milk  of  human  kind- 
ness, and  extend  a scriptural  toleration  to  their  short  comings.  Put  there  are 
some  things  which  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  leave  unexposed. 

The  Know  Nothings  set  up  to  purify  the  politics  of  the  country,  and  to  con- 
summate this  purincation  have  nominated  as  their  candidate  for  Congress  in 
this  district,  N.  C.  Claiborne,  Esq.  An  examination  of  the  record  of  Mr- 
Claiborne  presents  some  rare  developments,  and  shows  that  he  is  perhaps  about 
the  only  man  now  running  for  office  in  Virginia  whose  past  conduct  and  present 
position  exhibit  an  entire  unconsciousness  that  there  is  such  a thing  as  political 
principle.  The  honesty  of  most  politicians  situated  as  he  is  would  be  seriomsly 
impeached.  But  the  application  of  such  a standard  to  Mr.  Claiborne  would 
not  in  our  judgment  be  just.  ‘V'e  do  not  believe  that  Mr.  Claiborne  has  goo'l 
political  principles.  fVe  do  mt  believe  that  3Ir.  Claiborne  has  bad  political 
principie.s.-  In  fact  from  an  indmate  knowledge  of  his  character  we  are  satisfied 
that  he  has  none  at  aii,  and  never  did  have  any.  Ho  was  once  elected  to  the 
Legislature  pledged  to  oppose  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Ivaiiroad.  He  went 
to  the  Legi.siature — voted  for  the  road — and  ran  again  for  the  jjegislature  as  irs 
peculiar  champiou,  never  once  exhibiiing  a consciousness  of  his  change.  He 
came  out  a candidate  for  the  late  reform  Convention  upon  the  W^bite  Basis  nt 
one  court  and  a speech  again.^t  the  White  Basis  at  the  next  court — he  advocateu 
Mr.  Vise  in  1351  and  opposed  him  in  185i — connected  himself  with  the  Know 
Nothing  organization  before  the  Staunton  Coivention  — avows  the  fact  in  hn 
public  speeches — avows  at  the  same  time  :hat  he  announced  in  that  body 
intention  to  support  its  nominees — and  seemed  utterly  unconscious  of  the  co  i- 
flict  of  obligations  thus  voluntarity  assumed.  He  sent  Mr.  Bocock  word  that 
he  approved  cordially  bis  representative  conduct  from  Staunteu,  and  at  ilmt 
same  time  and  place,  51  a Bocock  charge.s  him  with  ivaving  declared  that  he  in- 
tended  opposing  him  a ,d  lie  does  not  seem  conscious  that  here  is  a que.-n-  i 
Worth  expiaiianion.  He  seems  to  look  upon  political  honor  in  the  same  l.'g'N- 
in  which  Falstaff  regarded  personal  honor,  ‘‘  Can  Honor  set  a leg?  No.  f 
an  arm  ? Xo.  Or  take  away  the  grief  of  a wmund  ? No.  Honor  hath  no 
skill  in  surgery  then  ? Xo.  Wharis  Honor?  A word.  What  is  tluit  il-> 
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V u ? Air.  A trim  reckoning.  Who  hath  it  ? llo  that  died  on  Wednesday, 
I 1*1. th  ho  f.'cl  it?  No.  Doth  he  hear  it?  No,  Is  it  insensible  then  ? Yea 
? to  the  dead.  }3ut  will  it  not  live  wdth  the  living  ? No,  Why  ? Detraction 
I will  not  suffer  it — therefore  I’LL  NONE  OF  IT.  Honor  is  a mere  escutcheon, 
I jifiJ  so  ends  my  catechism.’’ 

I Thus  soliloquized  Falstaff,  and  thus  we  should  judge  thinks  N,  C.  Claiborne 
I of  the  lionoc.of  politics.  And  this  man  is  put  up  for  Congress  to  purify  poli- 
I lies. — L^nchhunj  BejmhUccni. 

i 

I Mr.  Docock  was  re-elected  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  and  since  the  elec- 
I tion,  ?dr.  Claiborne  has  disappeared  from  public  view.  Mr.  Bocock’s  majority 
I >vas  upwards  of  1800  over  Mr.  Claiborne. 

I Mr.  niTGH.E3  Dillar^  of  Henry  County,  a lawyer  of  distinction  and  a 
I ]>'..'mocratie  elector  in  185‘2j  was  the  elector  in  this  district,  and  delivered  several 
I addresses  of  marked  ability.  He  is  at  this  time  a distinguished  member  of  the 
I Legic.lature  of  Virginia, 


I VI.  In  the  sixth  district,  Hon.  Paull'S  Povtell,  than  whom  there  is  not  a 
I more  faithful  and  fearless  representative  in'Congress,  was  a candidate  for  re-elec- 
j tien,  having  redeemed  that  district  again  and  again  by  his  energy  and  popularity. 
I Powell  like  Bocock  was  opposed  by  a gentleman  who  was  for  many  years  a 
I li’ghly  respectable  member  of  the  Democratic  party.  Dr.  L.  N.  Ligon,  of 
I Ael^on  County,  was  the  candidate  of  the  Know  Nothing  party.  Like  Mr. 
1 C.LAinoTiXE,  Dr.  Licox  was  a member  of  the  Staunton  Convention,  and  was 
I friendly  to  Mr.  Wise  in  the  early  part  of  the  canvass. 

1 He  was  nominated  by  the  Know  Nothings,  and  at  once  accepted  the  nomina- 
te jn  and  entered  upon  the  canvass.  He  was  defeated  by  Powell,  who  w^as 
re-elected  to  Congress  by  a large  majority. 

dTio  following  articles  appeared  during  the  canvass  in  the  Lpicliburrj  Ifqynl- 
h'can  and  Ckarlottciville  Jejfersonian  relative  to  Dr.  Ligon. 


Mu.  Ligon. — 3Ir.  Ligon  wanted  to  be  one  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 
i here  seemed  no  prospect  for  him  in  the  Democratic  ranks.  There  was  just  as 
b.-tle  prospect  for  him  in  the  Know  Nothing  order.  But  the  Know  Noihiiigs 
did  have  a ‘‘ forlorn  hope/’  which  they  were  vriliin^  to  give  him,  and  Mr.  Ligon, 
i>ke  the  old  maid  of  fifty  praying  for  a husband,  being  willing  to  take  “Any 
bixiy,  Good  jjord,”  agreed  to  it.  That  place  was  a candidacy  for  Congress. 
Lcl  us  look  at  31  r.  Ligon’s  claims  upon  the  Know  Nothings : 

Dt.  3fr.  Ligon  was  a member  of  the  Staunton  Convention.  A motion  was 
Liaue  in  that  body  to  make  the  nomination  of  3Ir,  Wise  unauimous.  3Ir.  Li- 
g Ri  did  not  oppose  it.  Unless  he  intended  to  sustain  it,  be  was  bound  as  an 
ix'iimrahle  man  to  have  ma<le  known  his  oppo.sition, 

^ -d.  He  Was  appointed  Elector  f.r  the  county  of  Nelson  by  the  Democratic 
executive  Committee.  Unless  he  declined  it,  the  failure  to  decline  was  eqniva- 
h'Ut  to  an  acceptanee.  He  did  not  decline,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  unless  it  has 
Uvri  V,  ry  latelv. 

'i  U>j  rntt  Mr.  Vftse  at  Lovingston — toadied  hinii  no  little — applauded  bis 
'‘vOvidi — and  bore  himself  as  one  of  h.i^  best  friends. 

U‘!i.  1 ntil  within  the  last  six  weeks  be  has  been  nororiously  supporting  3Ir. 
»'  !ge,  and  equally  notoriously  denouncing  the  Know  Nothings, 

We  have  heard  that  so  venomous  was  his  opposition  to  Know  Notbing- 
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ism,  that  he  declared  he  Tvould  as  soon  see  a sou  of  his  a horse-thief  as  a 
Nothinrr. 

6fch.  He  received  for  circulatiou  documents  against  the  Know  Nothings,  and 
did  circulate  them. 

This  is  a portion  of  -'dr.  Ligon’s  record.  Is  it  such  a one  as  even  a Ko'-w 
Nothing  can  stand?  We  know  many  of  the  Know  Nothings  in  the  Keel  ].ae  j 
District,  and  unless  we  are  mistaken,  they  will  scorn  to  vote  for  so  late  a C'n- 
vert.  Mr.  Ligon  has  been  false  to  Mr.  Wise.  What  assurance  have  they  ti;.;:: 
He  will  not  be  false  to  Mr.  Flournoy  ? He  has  betrayed  Democracy.  AVi.r  re 
is  the  guarantee  that  he  will  not  betray  Know  Nothingisin-?  Y/e  shall  h ive 
more  to  say  on  this  subject. — Lyndihury  Repuhlican. 

From  the  Charlottesville  Jeffersonian. 

DR.  LIGON  VERSUS  THE  KNOW  NOTHINGS. 

The  following  certiScates  of  gentlemen  of  unimpeachable  standing  in  NeK-n 
county,  one  of  whom  is  an  old  line  Whig,  will  speak  for  themselves.  Dr.  I.i- 
gon  has  certainly  placed  himself  in  a very  unenviable  position  before  the  peo- 
ple of  the  district.  In  the  face  of  the  facts  revealed  by  these  certificates,  wo 
cannot  perceive  bow  any  man  who  values  political  honesty  in  a candidate  can 
give  his  support  to  Dr.  Ligon : 

I hereby  certify,  that  in  repeated  conversations  with  Dr.  Littleberry  N.  Li- 
gon,  about  the  Know  Nothing  party,  the  last  of  which  was  on  the  fourth  Sun- 
day in  March  last,  be  repeated  to  me,  in  substance,  as  follows  : That  his  son, 
Joseph  Ligon,  had  been  accused  of  belonging  to  this  Know  Nothing  party.  :yid 
that  he  (Dr.  L.  N.  Ligon)  said  he  would  as  soon  be  accused  of  being  a hor>c- 
thief,  as  to  be  accused  of  belonging  to  this  Know  Nothing  party. 

JAMES  H.  BKENT. 

Kelson  Counfi/j  April  24th,  1855. 

This  is  to  certify,  that  in  half  dozen  or  more  conversations  with  Dr.  L.  h. 
Ligon,  respecting  the  objects  of  the  Know  Nothing  party,  he  remarked,  t!m: 
he  believed  that  party  to  be  composed  of  Whigs  principally,  and  that  their  prin- 
cipal, object  was  to  break  down  the  Democratic  party } he  also  stated  that  he 
would  sooner  be  a horse-thief  than  belong  to  such  a party.  I mentioned  seve- 
ral Democrats  that  I believed  belonged  lo  the  Know'  Nothing  party  ; h’s 
Joseph  was  one  of  the  number,  to  which  the  Doctor  replied  that  he  did  n - 
think  his  son  belonged  to  that  party,  for  he  had  observed  that  he  had  rather  be 
a horse-thief  than  to  belong  to  such  a party,  and  that  he  saw  no  change  in  h..- 
son’s  countenance,  when  he,  the  Doctor  made  that  remark. 

WM.  N.  BRYANT. 

Kelson  Countijj  April  24th,  1S55. 

I hereby  certify,  that  in  a conversation,  with  Dr.  L.  N.  Ligon,  he  spokt;  :-n 
very  bitter  term.s  of  the  Know  Nothings;  one  remark  which  I distinctly  rw-ul- 
lect,  was,  that  he  did  not  consider  them  any  better  than  a pack  of  daoiied  h'. ’ 'C 
thieves. 

NxVTH AN  BRYANT. 

Kelson  County^  April  24th,  1S55. 

I certify  that  in  frequent  conversation  a with  Dr.  L.  N.  Ligon,  he,  in  every 
conversation,  denounced  the  Know  Nothing  partv  in  the  harshest  term.s.  'lud 
our  conversation,  I told  him  that  it  was  suspected  that  Lis  son  Joseph  bclou,.:  : 
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ta  tbe  Know  Nothing  Order;  he,  tho  Doctor,  said  he  had  heard  the  samo 
tiling — did  not  know  that  it  was  so — but  that  ho  had  said  in  his  son's  presence, 
that  he  had  rather  see  a sou  of  his  a horse  thief  than  a Kno\y  Nothing. 

Dr.  Ligon  was  an  open  advocate  of  Mr.  Wise’s  election,  up  to  Saturday  be- 
fore Nelson  iMarch  Court  last. 

FLOYD  L.  WHITEHEAD. 

Xdson  Country  April  24th,  1855. 


I certify  that  in  a conversation  with  Dr.  L.  N.  Ligon,  at  Nelson  February 
Court  last,  that  I asked  him  if  his  son  Joseph  belonged  to  the  Know  Nothing 
party;  he  replied  that  be  did  not  know,  but  that  he  had  as  soon  his  son  was 
caught  in  a pack  of  horse  thieves  as  among  the  Know  Nothings  ; that  he  be- 
lieved it  was  a plot  to  take  in  Democrats,  who  did  not  understand. the  meaning 
of  it. 

WM.  GILES. 

Kelson  County ^ April  24 tb,  1855. 


T do  hereby  certify,  ^bat  on  my  return  home  from  February  Court,  I fell  in 
with  Dr.  L.  N.  Ligon.  I asked  him  what  he  thought  of  the  Know  Nothings, 
and  how  he  liked  their  platform.  He  replied  that  he  did  not  like  them  ; that 
if  they  should  get  a majority,  the  country  would  be  ruined  ; that  it  wms  a 
scheme  of  the  Northera  xlbolitionists  to  deceive  the  South  ; that  if  they  could 
obtain  a majority  in  both  houses  of  Congress,  and  obtain  a Fresident,  they 
would  dissolve  this  Union,  and  involve  the  country  in  all  the  horrors  and  calam- 
ities of  a civil  war;  that  to  prevent  such  a state  of  things,  he  thought  ail  the 
IV  higs  w’ho  were  Whigs  from  principle,  and  the  l>emocrats,  ought  to  unite,  and 
use  all  the  means  in  their  power  to  put  down  that  abominable  party.  He  also 
advocated  the  election*  of  Mr.  Wise,  and  said  that  the  foreigners  and  the  Catho- 
lics were  only  a hobby  to  take  in  and  deceive  the  ignorant. 

Given  under  rfly  hand  this  25th  of  April,  1855. 

OBADIAH  HENDERSON. 

In  this  district,  Mr.  Wm.  J.  Robertson  was  appointed  elector ; but  resign- 
ing in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  professional  engagements.  Mr.  William  ~ 
F.  Gordon,  Jr,  of  x\lbemarle  was  substituted,  and  greatly  distinguished  himself 
by  his  speeches  against  the  secret  foe. 

VII.  In  the  seventh  district,  Hon.  William  Smith  was  an  independent  can- 
didate for  re-election.  He  vy-as  elected  by  a large  majority,  although  his  ad- 
vooaey'of  several  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Know  Nothing  party  alienated  many 
of  his  oldest  party  friends,  and  induced,  many  to  regard  him  as  the  candidate 
of  the  Know  Nothing  rather  than  of  the  Democratic  party.  ^Messrs.  Lee  of 
Orange,  Funsten  of  Alexandria,  and  ]\Iarye  of  Fredericksburg,  openly  op- 
posed his  re-election,  and  opposed  him  on  the  stump.  Many  Democratic  votes 
were  given  for  gentlemen  who  were  not  candidates  for  Congress,  in  consequence 
of  Gov.  Smith’s  course.  During  the  present  session  of  Congress,  however, 
Gov.  Smith  has  voted  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  appears  anxious  to  return 
to  its  bosom. 

Mr.  B.  IT,  Berry,  of  the  town  of  AlcxandricO,  was  the  elector  in  this  dis- 
trict, and  addressed  the  people  of  nearly  every  county  in  the  district. 

VIII.  Id  the  eighth  district,  Hon.  Charles  James  Faulkner  wms  the  De- 
mocratic candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Alexander  Bote- 
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LER,  a merabcr  of  ibe  Know  ><otl\ing  party,  and  a gontleman  of  oonsidorab’e 
ability  as  a popular  Hpoulccr.  The  district  was  canvassed  with  great  CDorg;,-  hj 
the  candidates.  Xn  this  district  the  Know  Xotliings  relied  conlidently  npon  tie 
^ucct•^s  of  hueir  cauuiauLe,  ouG  luc  sleepless  imiusiry  and  ability  displayed  by 
j>Ir.  Faulkner  secured  his  elec-tion  by  a respectable  majority.  Fersonal  diiii- 
culties  betvreen  the  candidates,  it  was  feared,  would  at  one  time  result  in  a hos- 
tile meeting  between  P-Iessrs.  J^’anlkncr  and  Jjotelcr,  hut  an  honorable  and  sat- 
isfactory  adjustment  was  acconi[)lislicd  bj"  the  friends  of  the  parties. 

Mr.  Thomas  M.  Isbell,  of  Jdlersor},  at  one  time  a distinguished  member 
of  the  State  Senate  from  the  Appomattox  district,  was  the  elector  in  this  dis- 
trict, and  delivered  several  very  able  and  elorpuent  addresses  during  the  canvass. 

IX.  Hon.  JoHK  J.ETCITER,  01  I.cxi-ngton,  was  a candidate  for  re  election  in 
the  ninth  district,  and  met  with  no  opposition.  ?Jr.  JjETCIIER  is  everywhere 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  laborious  and  useful  public  men  in  the  State, 
and  his  course  as  a member  of  Congress  bad  won  for  him  the  esteem  of 
his  political  adversaries,  and  the  admiration  of  his  own  party.  He  is  the 
representative  of  that  famous  Tenth  Legion,’^  which,  since  the  days  of 
Jefferson,  has  Dcver  ftiX  d to  present  an  unbrohen  front  to  the  ene Dries  of 
Democracy.  Again  and  again,  in  times  of  extreme  peril,  have  Hockiugham 
and  Shenandoah  saved  the  State  from  the  curse  of  federal  misrule.  In  the  last 
election,  the  patriotic  V'^'tors  of  tho.se  two  famous  counties  rolled  up  a majority 
so  ovcrw'helming  as  to  leave  doubts  respecting  the  existence  of  Know  Nothing- 
ism  in  that  section  oi  Uic  State. 

Geo.  E.  Denkale,  Es:|.,  for  many  years  the  representative  of  Hockinghain 
in  the  Senate,  was  the  elector. 

' Mr.  Wm.  II.  IIarm.an,  of  Augusta,  one  of  the  most  talented  and  promising 
lawvcrs^ia  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  was  the  senatorial  elector  for  A.ugusta,  and 
■contributed  as  much  as  any  man.  in  the  State,  by  his  frequent  and  powerful 
speeches,  to  the  success  of  our  party.  This  gentleman  received  a very  large 
vote  at  the  Staunton  Convention  for  the  o£ce  of  Lieutenant  Governor. 

X.  Hon.  Z.  Kidwell  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress  in  the 
tenth  district,  and  was  opposed  by  the  Kev.  Mr.  Pendleton  of  Bethany  CoL 
lege,  the  nominee  of  the  Know  Nothing  party.  In  this  district  the  Know 
Xothings  resorted  to  every  conceivable  expedient  to  defeat  the  Democratic  can- 
didate. Secret  instructions  and  circulars  wmre  brought  to  light  which  revealed 
a system  of  fraud  and  trickery  unworthy  of  respectable  men,  and  which  ef- 
fectually destroyed  the  prospects  of  the  Know  Nothing  party  in  that  district. 
3Ir.  Kidwell  was  re-elected  by  a very  large  majority. 

Hon.  Sherrard  Clemen^,  an  ex-momber  of  Congress,  and  the  author,  of 
an  excellent  campaign  document  published  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  was  the 
- elector  for  the  eighth  district. 

XI.  In  the  eleventh  district,  Mr.  Charles  S.  Lewis  was  the  Doinocratic 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  opposed  and  defeated  by  i>fr.  Cakiasl.e,  the 
Know  Nothing  candidate,  who  was  some  years  ago  a IXemocratie  member  of  the 
Senate  of  Virginia. 
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IJl'NJAMix  W.  jACKSon,  Esq.  of  \Yood  County,  a young  and  talented  Dem- 
ocrat was  the  elector.  Mr.  Jacl'son  was  a few’  years  ago  a prominent  member 
of  the  house  of  delegates.  - ” • 

XII.  In  the  twelfth  district,  Hon.  ITenry  A.  Edmondson  was  the  Demo- 
cratic nominee  for  Congress.  Mr.  Edmondson  has  been  for  many  years  in  Con- 
gress and  has  the  entire  confidence  of  Iris  constituents.  He  was  opposed  by  iMr. 
Waller  Staples,  of  IMontgomery,  a former  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 
f^inia,  and  a leading  member  of  bis  party  in  that  district.  The  candidates 
canvas.sed  the  district  most  actively,  and  iMr.  Edmondson’s  speeches  vrere  n^arked 
by  great  force  and  eloquence.  .He  was  elected  by  a large  majority. 

Hon.  A.  A.  CiiArorAN,  for  man}^  years  a member  of  Congress',  and  one  of 
cur  most  distinguished  men,  was  the  elector  in  this  district. 

XIH.  Hon.  Fayette  3IcMullin,  for  several  years  pa.st  a member  of  Con- 
gress, was  a candidate  for  re-election  in  the  thirteenth  district.-  Ho  was  elected 
by  an  overwhelming  majority.  Mr.  Connelly  F.  Trigg  was  the  Know  X*oth- 
ing  candidate. 

This  district  was  the  theatre  of  the  most  animated  and  exciting  canvass  ia 
Virginia.  In  the  early  part  of  the  campaign  the  secret  order  foretold  that  they 
would  sweep  the  Abingdon  district  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  The  reite- 
rated declarations  of  the  secret  order  of  their  certain  and  easy  victory  aroused  to 
activity  the  most  distinguished  Democrats  of  that  section  of  the  State.  Yield- 
ing to  the  solicitations  of  his  friends,  ex-Governor  Floyd  of  YTishington 
County,  the  elector  for  that  district  declared  himself  a candidate  for  the  Legis- 
lature. He  was  bitterly  opposed  by  the  most  eloquent  and  popular  Know  XYthing 
in  that  section  of  the  State.  A fierce  and  relentless  war  was  waged  upon  the 
Know  XYthing  party  by  such  men  as  Ex-Governor  Floyd,  Thomas  L.  Pres- 
ton, Benmamix  Hush  Floyd  and  YTlliam  H.  Cook.  The  Know  XotLinus 
upon  their  side  spared  nothing  to  win  that  victory  of  which  they  had  so  fre- 
quently and  so  confidently  boasted.  Eut  from  the  accounts  which  have  reached 
us  there  never  were  delivered  in  Virginia  more  eloquent  and  able  speeches  than 
-were  those  of  the  champions  of  oir  party  in  Little  Tennessee.  Addressing 
themselves  to  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  intelligent  yeomanry  of  that 
section  of  the  State,  they  crushed  an  organisation  vrhich  at  one  time  threat- 
ened the  overthrow'  of  our  party.  The  overwhelming  majority  given  by  our 
party  for  the  Democratic  ticket  in  .southwest  Virginia,  was  the  result  of  the  in- 
defatigable exertions  of  those  eloquent  champions  to  whom  we  hive  referred. 
Contrary  to  the  expectations  of  both  parties,  in  other  portions  of  the  Suite, 
Covernor  Floyd  and  Mr.  Thomas  L.  Preston  wer3  elected  to  the  Lcgdslature 
by  large  majorities. 


THE  SIGNAL  GUN  FKO.M  THE  PJCHMONI)  EXAMIXEU. 


At  the  Staunton  Gubernatorial  Convention,  the  two  leading  Democratie  jour- 
caU  of  the  State  difiered  as  to  which  was  the  most  suitable  man  to  leceive  the 
nominatiOD,  Mr.  MGse  or  Mr.  Leake.  The  Enquirer  took  sides  with  the  Ibrmer; 
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the  Examiner  with  the  latter.  The  Enquirer  went  immediatelj  into  the 
but  the  Ksaniiner,  although  declaring  promptly  after  the  convention,  a?  we  h 
seen,  its  purpose,  to  support  Mr.  Wise,  yet  from  certain  local  reasons  did  not 
choose  to  open  its  battery  until  about  the  first  of  February.  After  this  tim.i 
no  journal  could  have  -rendered  more  eflective  service  to  any  party.  Me  L,ive 
drawn  freely  from  that  able  and  independent  journal  in  this  compilatioRj  and  in 
doing  so  we  thought  wm  could ‘do  nothing  to  answer  our  purpose  better.  Ori 
the  eve  of  the  election  the  following  editorial,  which  we  designate  as  the  Signal 
Gun,  appeared  in  the  Examiner  : 

« ' TO  THE  INVINCIBLE  PEMOCRACY  OF  VIRGINIA. 

This  is  the  last  time  our  wmrds  can  reach  the  great  body  of  our  readers  before  the 
election.  AVe  are  glad  that  these  last  words  are  words  of  encouragement,  con- 
fidence and  assurance.  Vfe  use  no  electioneering  artifice-— we  express  no  Leu- 
tating  opinion,  when  we  tell  the  Democracy  of  Virginia,  that,  if  they  do  their 
duty,  the  victory  is  theirs.  On  no  former  occasion  in  the  history  of  tlieix-  bat- 
tles" and  victories  have  the  party  been  so  universally  aroused  and  fiercelv  indig- 
nant as  now.  Hesitating  sou)cwhat  in  the  early  part  of  the  canvass — doubtful 
for  a moment  as  to  the  true  line  of  duty — they  have  bt;eu  thoroughly  arc^usc'i 
duriug  the  latter  months  of  the  contest,  and — outrugc-d,  disgusted  and  inct-nsed 
at  the  intrusion  of  so  foul  a thing  as  Know  Nothingism  in  a Southern  commu- 
nity, and  in  virtuous  Virginia — they  have  risen  up  as  one  man  to  break  irs  head 
and  cast  its  loathsome  carcass  from  the  presence  of  decency  and  virtue. 

The  frogs  and  locusts  and  vermin  which  infested  Egypt,  did  not  produce  a 
more  nrofimnd  antipathy  or  universal  loathing  and  retching  ami  ng  her 
people,  than  our  honest  Democracy  of  Virginia  feel  towards  the  polluting  tilth 
and  nauseating  slime  which  is  denoted  by  the  vulgarism — Sam.  And  they 
mean  to  deal  with  the  intrusion  in  a summary  way.  They  have  a herculean  ta>k 
before  them  more  formidable  than  the  cleansing  of  the  Augean  stables  ; but, 
considering  that  great  emergencies  require  great  exertions,  every  man  is  resolved 
to  make  thorough  work  of  his  task,  and  to  do  it  with  an  energy  and  complete- 
ness which  will  leave  nothing  to  be  done  over  again  hereafter.  The  .spirit 
the  Dt-inocr.ccy  everywhere — in  every  grand  division  and  section,  as  well  as  in 
every  county  and  precinct  in  the  State, — is  the  same.  One  instinctive  resolve 
and  one  common  purpose  actuates  the  whole  mass.  It  is  not  any  artificial  or- 
ganization, the  result  of  political  machinery  and  thorough  party  drill,  that  has 
produced  this  intense  nniry  of  sentiment  and  of  resolve;  but  it  is  the  intuitive 
loathing  of  what  is  mean,  low,  and  vile,  which  actuates  the  heart  of  Virginia, 
and  bands  her  democracy  together  in  .serried  phalanx.  The  old  party  lines  fade 
and  vanish  in  this  contest.  The  impure  ingredients  that  before  bad  an  accidental 
place  in  the  lAmiocratic  mass  fall  oil  under  the  attraction  of  the  foreign  suu- 
stauco  that  is  brought  in  contact,  leaving  the  pure  lump  of  genuine  Democracy 
cleansed  and  refined.  The  old  opposing  party  also  falls  to  pieces,  giving  up  n's 
dross  and  impurity  to  the  newly  imported  foreiguism,  and  leaving  the  pure  \'ir- 
ginianisin  to  seek  its  natural  amnity  in  the  mother  element  of  unadulteratM 
Virginia  Democracy. 

No,  this  is  no  contesl  about  men  that  our  Democracy  are  wuiging  now.  It  is 
not  that  we  want  to  elo' t this  man  or  to  beat  that  man.  It  is  nou  that  our  at- 
tachments to  these  canr  idates  as  men,  or  hostilities  to  those  candidates  as  men, 
J-'ad  iiS  to  vote  so  and  .-o. . Dut  the  sentiment  of  the  \drginia  I)em(:cracy  i"  • 
‘jiliis  is  a /only  demoraiizin/j^  debasing,  /F'My  ihuu/,  that  has  (jot  into  J'crjn-fi 
pastures  from  the  Xorthern  ■pij-sfj,  ami  is  turninj  (Air  land  (f  honestjy  trian/iif.- 
nessj  good  inaniicrSy  and  manfj  /rankness^  into  a" very  Yankees  shmjh  cj 
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i\ih-hr>oiI,  slander,  deceit,  cunm'nj , detraction,  meanness  and  vilcness.  For  the 
ir*^  hear  onr  Common wecdlh,  and  far  the  hatred  she  inspires  in  her  sons  far 
id!  t/ait  is  mean,  (jrovelVuoj  and  despicable,  ice  must  heat  doicn  this  foul  least 
and  smite  it  unto  death. 

Who  so  craven  and  false  of  heart  as  to  believe  v/e  shall  fail  in  toe  righteous, 
noble  work  ? Who  can  divest  liims  If  so  far  of  the  generous  conlidence  that  a 
brave  man  feels  in  the  triumph  of  the  rigiit,  as  to  entertain  one  thought  of  fail- 
ure ? The  man  deserves  to  be  pilloried  who  allows  the  belief  to  possess  him, 
that  yA>r,  the  bastard  of  a Tive.  Points  jail-bird,  is  going  to  triumph  in  Virgi- 
nia. He  is  no  Democrat — no  Virginian — no  man,  that  can  harbor  the  thought, 

1*  cannot  be,  and  will  not  be.  Virginia  Democracy  will  carry  Virginia  as 
jjurc  as  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun.  Angered,  aroused,  indignant  and  fe- 
rocious beyond  all  former  precedent,  our  glorious,  invincible  I)einocracy  long 
for  the  onset  and  thirst  for  the  battle.  As  tho  hind  pants  for  the  water  brooks, 
so  they  pant  for  the  day  of  vengeance. 

And  woe,  woe  unto  those  who  have  provoked  their  holy  wrath.  Woe  unto 
t’ne  !!ien  who  have  brought  deceit,  canning,  duplicity,  midnight  and  dark  lantern 
plottings  into  Virginia.  Tho  day  ot  retribution  is  at  hand.  The  vengeance  of 
the  liord  is  upon  the  heels  of  the  false  Egyptians,  Phiilistiaes,  3Ioabites, 
IMomites,  Ishniaelites.  The  Lord  has  brought  sharp  swords  upon  them,  to  make 
them  food  for  the  fowls  of  heaven  and  the  beasts  of  the  field.  See  how  the 
clouds  roll  and  mutter  and  the  fire  fiushes  before  them.  The  anger,  of  the 
righteous  cometh  fast  upon  them  with  the  noise  and  fury  of  the  storm,  which 
shall  surely  overtake  them. 

W!l  is  it  for  that  man  of  Virginia,  this  day,  who  shall  barter  his  house  for 
an  helmet,  and  sell  his  garment  for  a sword,  and  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  children 
of  ikni'ocracy.  But  woe,  woe,  unto  him  who,  for  carnal  ends  and  self  seeking, 
ha.s  withheld  himself  from  the  great  work,  and  joined  his  hand  with  the  enemy — 
ior  the  curse  shall  abide  upon  him — even  the  bitter  curse  of  3Ieroz — forever 
and  ever  more. 


THE  CONCLUSION  OF  THE  CANVASS.  ME.  VvHSE'S  LETTEE. 

Mr,  Wise  concluded  the  campaign  at  Leesburg,  the  county  scat  of  Loudon, 
in  one  of  his  masterly  eForts.  He  had  been  regularly  in  the  field  from  the 
first  of  January  to  the  seventh  of  May.  In  that  time  he  had  traveled  more 
than  three  thousand  miles,  had  been  upon  the  stump  fifty  time?^  and  had  con- 
sumed two  hundred  hours  in  public  speaking.  When  ho  concluded,  he  was 
much  enfeebled  and  exhausted  from  the  excessive  labors  he  had  undergone.  In 
all  probability,  nothing  saved  his  life  but  his  iadonfiitable  and  ].atriotIc  spirit. 
He  wetit  from  Leesburg  to  Washington  city,  and  there  awaited  the  decision  of 
the  people  of  Virginia.  He  wrote  the  following  letter  on  his  arrival  in  that 
City.  In  this  letter  can  bo  seen  the  true  and  fervid  patriotism  beaming  and. 
fiashing  in  every  sentence. 

To  THE  People  of  Virginia. 

I rlhnc  Oitizryu  : — I have  now  finished  the  canvass  of  the  State.  On  the  7th  - 
>Dst.,  at  Leesburg,  I met  my  last  appointment.  Incessant  and  excessive  labors, 
P27  day^j  luave  so  impaired  my  health  and  strength,  that  I must  desist  from 
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further  effort  and  seek  rest.  I retire  from  the  stump”  the  less  reluctant]  v’ 
because  I may  now  justly  claim  that  I have  faithfully  tried  to  do  my  p-irt,  and 
I cau  conSJentiy  leave  the  rest  to  the  unsubdued  and  un terrified  Democracy  and 
its  loyal  hosts. 

Never  were  the  sound,  conservative,  conscientious,  and  stake-holding  licpuh- 
licans  in  Virginia,  better  organized  and  more  aroused  than  they  are  at  the  nets 
^ent  time.  It  has  been  deserted  by  a few  who  left  their  party  for  its  good  ; 
but,  in  turn,  the  very  flower  of  the  old  opposition  of  Wbiggery,  respectable  in 
times  past  for  its  profession  of  conservatism  and  its  love  of  law  and  urdnr 
have  chosen  to  elect  Democracy  with  all  the  ills  they  complain  of  it,  rather  than 
to  fly  to  those  they  “ hnow  not  of’* 

personnel  of  the  party  was  never  more  purified,  and  the  numerical  majo- 
rity was  never  larger  than  it  promises  to  be  at  the  coining  election.  As  in  ISUl, 
the  Democracy  stood  “like  a wall,”  and  rolled  back  the  tide  of  federalism,  so 
now  it  stands  and  will  roll  back  the  tide  of  fanaticism  1 It  will  prove  itself  to 
be  the  visible  invincible  I It  is  roused,  and  will  rally  to  the  polls  10,000  voters 
more  than  ever  gave  the  viva  voce  before  ! And  the  viva  voce  will  rend  the 
veil  from  the  invisible,”  ixnd  defend  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the 
elective  franchise  and  the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  against  the  conspiracy  of 
the  dark  lantern. 

It  will  forbid  any  power  iu  Virginia  to  interpose  between  our  conscience  and 
our  God. 

It  will  save  the  Protestant  Xlhurcbes  from  the  pollution  of  party  politics,  and 
conserve  its  powers  of  truth  for  the  pulling  down  of  strongholds,  free  from  the 
taint  and  violence  of  pcrsecutio-o.  It  will  trust  in  G-od,  and  defend  the  Chris- 
tian faith  from  Intolerance,  and  allow  poor  humanity  to  indulge  in  the  virtues  of 
charity  and  peace  on  earth,  and  good  will  to  all  men. 

It  will  only  oppose  any  “ legislative  enactment”  to  interfere  with  the  rights 
of  the  members  of  any  Church  as  citizens  ; but  it  will  deny  the  power  of  tlie 
Legislature  to  annul  the  new  Constitution,  which  has  made  the  act  of  religious 
freedom  irrepealable.  That  act  is  now  organic  law.  And  the  Democratic  con- 
servatism will  allow  no  party  nor  pov'cr  to  set  up  a higher  law,  and  say  that  a 
man  shall  be  burthened,  when  the  Constitution  says  he  shall  not  be  burthened, 
for  reason  of  his  religious  opinion,  by  being  excluded  from  eligibility  to  otlice, 
or  by  removal  from  oitice  because  of  his  religion  or  the  place  of  his  birth. 

It  will  prevent  the  repudiation  of  the  right  of  Naturalization,  for  which  the 
natlou  poured  out  its  blood  and  treasure,  for  three  years  in  the  second  war  of 
’ Independence  with  Great  Dribain. 

It  will  defend  the  tftate  right  to  regulate  citizenship. 

It  will  not  deny  to  the  oppressed  a home,  nor  prevent  the  population  ot 
these  States”  still  requiring  hundreds  of  millions  of  immigrants,  who  biiug 
with  them  hundreds  of  millions  of  money. 

It  will  allow  the  poor,  as  well  as  the  rich,  to  come  and  “ drink  of  the  watord' 
of  liberty  freely.  And  it  will  remember  that  all  are  not  criminals  whom  Muru 
-pean  despots  call  such,  and  send  away  from  troubling  their  doininiou.  Ic  wi:i 
take  by  the  hands  other  criminals  besides  John  IMitchell,  and  feel  for  other--*  in 
the  prison-houses  and  dungeons  of  the  Old  IVorld  besides  him  who  onee  was 
tenant  of  Oliimtz  ! 

It  will  jealously  guard  against  the  Foreign  influence  which  is  insidiously 
from.  Exeter  Hall  in  Old  England  to  AVilliams’  Hall  in  New  England,  to  invaU'- 
America  in  the  name  of  an  “ American”  party  ; and  it  will  watch  the  opr-rtw."':'. 
not  the  oppressed,  abroad,  as  did  “ Washington,  JeLfor.son,  Madison  ami  J .i' 
son  !” 

It  will  defend  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the  elective  franchise  again-t 
the  con'-5pir:icy  which  would  bind  voters  by  test  oaths  to  reject  men  of  a 
cular  religious  faith,  marked  for  proscription;  and  which  would  not  leave  .-.ub 
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fnn;c  as  free  to  elect  as  to  reject  those  whom  the  constitution  and  the  laws  have 
made  eligible  to  olhce. 

It  will  especially  guard  the  oiTiee  of  Governor  from  the  avowed  intent  to 
wield  the  appointing  power  so  as  not  to  obey  the  limitations  of  fjualifieatioii  for 
oOiee,  fixed  by  the  constitution,  hut  to  obey  rules  of  appointment  established 
bv  an  irresponsible  and  unauthorized  Secret  Oligarchy,  formed  to  set  up  the 
IJujlier  Law  of  its  own  proscription  for  its  own  exclusive  and  selfish  ends. 

ft  will  see  that  the  oath  itself  of  the  Governor’s  office  is  not  prevented  by 
sectarian  bigotry  to  set  up  a religious  test  as  a qualification  for  office. 

It  will  defend  the  General  Government  from  the  consolidation  which  would 
establish  itself  on  what  is  called  the  imlependr,ice  of  Congress. 

It  will  defend  public  policy  from  the  faith  of  the  American  system,  Harbors, 
n Ivors,  and- Ihicilic  Eailroaus,  and  Protective  Tariffs,  ;}iid  Internal  Improve- 
ments by  the  General  Government,  iiovr  again  advanced  by  a ^Tinehe6tcr  Coun- 
cil of  the  American  party. 

It  will  defend  the  State  against  agrarianism,  freesoilism  and  abolitionism,  now 
threatening  to  invade  the  South  from  Xorthern  and  non-slavebolding  Councils 
of  Know  Xothingism.  It  will  defend  society  against  the  demoralization  of  a. 
cabal  sworn  to  tiractico  dissimulation  and  peril  ly  between  man  and  man.  And 
it  w;ill  defend  religion  against  the  demons  of  anti-Christ  I 

With  perfect  and  abiding  conudenee  in  the  power  of  Truth  and  Hemocracy — 
of  a purified,  exalted  and  triuuiifaant  majiirity  for  these  imr/regnablc  positions, 
1 go  home  to  Aecomac,  and  await  the  polls  of  the  people,  i cannot  do  so  with- 
out thanking  thousands,  of  the  sections  of  the  State  through  which  I have 
passed,  for  their  uniform  hospitality,  kindness  and  respect,  and  without  saying 
that  the  chief  grarificatiou  with  which  I part  from  a daily  intercourse  with  the 
masses  of  the  people  is  that  I have  endeavored  to  sow  the  seeds  of  trutii  only 
in  the  popular  mind,  and  I trust  that  they  will  be  fruitful  of  blessings  to  indi- 
viduals, to  the  State  and  to  the  country. 

I am,  very  truly  and  respectfully, 

Your  fellow-citizen, 


Wasiiixgtox  City,  Hay  10th,  1855. 


HENRY  A.  WISE. 


OFFICIAL  VOTE  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Below  we  give  the  official  vote  of  the  election  in  Virginia  on  the  24th  of  5Liy 
1855,  for  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Attorney  General.  The  returns 
we  derive  from  the  ofiice  of  the  Secretary  of  State;  therefore,  they  may  be 
r'licd  on  as  nearly  corr-m-t.  The  vote  of  the  State  for  Governor,  is  85.424  for 
51r.  Wise  ; 75,244  for  Hr.  Flournoy — total,  15G,G6S —majority  for  51r.  Vvfisc, 
lG,180.  This  result  vin-iicates  the  correctness  of  our  estimate,  calculated  from 
the  unofficial  returns.  Our  table  alway.s  exhibited  rlr.  Wise’s  majority  a little 
over  10,000,  while  estimates  from  other  sources  made  the  majority  fall  conside- 
rably below  that  amount.  Tlie  average  Democratic  majority  in  the  State,  exhi- 
bited by  this  electiou,  is  11,225 — Hr.  Bocock  having  received  the  highest,  and 
^Ir.  Patton  the  lowest  vote  ; — Ennuircr. 
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Accomac, 

Albemarle, 

Alexandria, 

Alleghany, 

Amelia, 

Amiierst, 

Appomattox, 

Augusta, 

harbour, 

Bath, 

Bedford, 

Berkeley, 

Boone, 

Botetourt, 

Braxton, 

Brooke, 

Brunswick, 

Buckincrham, 

Cabell  r 

Campbell, 

Caroline, 

Carroll, 

Charles  City, 
Charlotte, 
Chesterfield, 
Clarke, 

Craig, 

Culpeper, 

Cumberland, 

Dinwiddle, 

Doddridcre, 

Elizabeth  City, 

Essex, 

Fairfax, 

Fauqtiier, 

Fayette, 

Floyd, 

Fluvanna, 

F ranklin, 

Frederick, 

Giles, 

Gilmer, 

Gloucester. 

Goochland, 

Grayson, 

Greenbrier^ 

Greene, 

Grecrvesville, 
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Governor. 

Lt.  Governor. 

Att. 

General. 
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PrinCij  Kxiward, 

427 

355 

428 

337 

435 

334 

Prince  George, 

369 

131 

378 

128 

391 

128 

Prince  William, 

659 

249 

665 

246 

664 

214 

Pulaski, 

305 

272 

306 

269 

306 

269 

Putnam, 

393 

337 

390 

380 

- 392 

3-M 

Raleigh, 

80 

259 

78 

258 

75 

258 

Randolph, 

43S 

30S 

430 

289 

413 

296 

Rappahannock, 

490 

485 

493 

477 

491 

481 

Richmond, 

164 

364 

166 

364 

jG7 

364 

Ritchie, 

48S 

353 

492 

349 

485 

318 

Roanoke, 

600 

807 

605 

304 

605 

301 

Rockbridge, 

1117 

1206 

1161 

1184 

1163 

1190 

Rockingham, 

2700 

610 

2681 

584 

2681 

609 

Russell, 

989 

580 

983 

575 

982 

574 

Scott, 

797 

509 

792 

503 

794 

494 

Shenandoah, 

2031 

185 

2032 

171 

2032 

176 

Smyth, 

» 654 

571 

649 

564 

648 

566 

Southampton, 

568 

486 

5^0 

'488 

582 

4S7 

Spotsylvania, 

619 

604 

630 

598 

620 

503 

StatTord, 

474 

359 

470 

359 

470 

359 

Surry, 

230 

. 141 

220 

136 

230 

137 

Sussex, 

381 

100 

376 

96 

379 

98 

Taylor, 

487 

465 

484 

461 

485 

460 

Tazewell, 

1102 

189 

1049 

176 

1053 

172 

Tyler, 

430 

860 

434 

355 

437 

348 

Upshur, 

496 

286 

498 

281 

495 

284 

Warren, 

500 

271 

433 

2C5 

499 

265 

Warwick, 

21 

57 

19 

53 

19 

53 

Washington, 

1284 

948 

1281 

940 

1281 

947 

Wayne, 

347 

- 319 

410 

238 

252 

221 

Westmoreland, 

83 

395 

. 88 

895 

91 

393 

W elzel, 

549 

80 

532 

79 

532 

79 

Wirt, 

259 

217 

263 

213 

261 

210 

Wood, 

747 

839 

642 

885 

635 

902 

V/  yoming, 

82 

1 16 

S3 

112 

80 

113 

Wythe, 

829 

•724 

838 

704 

830 

710 

Yo'rk, 

100 

169 

93 

157 

94 

158 

Norfolk  City, 

552 

922 

517 

901 

478 

887 

Petersburg, 

7>3 

/ 47 

790 

7 33 

7<'r7 

743 

Richmond  City, 

1166 

2144 

1180 

2117 

1189 

2126 

Williamsburg, 

51 

GG 

47 

65 

48 

66 

83,42  1 

73,244 

83,068 

71,6^9 

.83,731 

71,613 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Wise,  - • - - . - 

Fiournoy,  - - 

Majority,  - 

McComas,  - * - - ■ . - 

Pcale,  - - , - 

Majority,  - - _ . 


83,424 

73,244 

10,180 

83,068 

71,689 

11,379 


Pocock, 

Pattoij, 


83,731 

71,613 


Majority, 


12,118 


It  is  proper  to  add  here,  however,  that  the  count  of  this  vote  which  was  sub- 
teqneiitly  raade  by  the  Legislature,  under  the  requiremerit  of  the  cocstitution, 
did  cot  result  precisely  as  exhibited  by  the  foregoing  table.  The  Legislative 
computation  exhibited  the  following  results  : 

, . a 

STATE  SENATORS  ELEOTET>  IN  1855. 


From  Rockingham  and  Pendleton — Geo.  E.  Deneale,  D. 

From  Sussex,  Southampton  and  Greensville — W.  W.  Cobb,  D. 

From  I>inwiddie,  Amelia  and  Lrunswick — 5Ym.  F.  Thompson,  I>, 

From  Lunenburg,  Nottowa}’,  and  Prince  Ed^Yard — Thos.  11.  Campbell,  D. 
From  Pitrsylvania — W.  H.  YCooding,  D. 

From  Henry,  Patrick,  and  Franklin— Archibald  Stuart,  D. 

From  Hanover  and  Henrico — Chastain  White,  I). 

From  Gloucester,  3Iattbews,  and  Middlesex — John  W,  Catlett,  B. 

From  King  and  Queen,  King  William,  and  Essex — Beverly  B.  Douglass,  D. 
From  Stafford,  King  George,  and  Prince  William — J.  M.  Taliaferro,  D. 
From  Madison,  Culpeper,  Orange,  and  Greene — Thomas  N,  Welch,  D. 

From  Louisa,  Goochland,  and  Fluvanna— Wm.  M.  xYmbier,  D. 

From  Jefferson  and  ILwkeiey — Francis  Yates,  D. 

From  Frederick,  Clarke,  and  Yfarron — Oliver  11.  Funsten,  D. 

From  Bath,  Highland,  and,  ilookbridge — James  H.  Paxton,  D. 

From  Carroll,  Floyd,  Grayson,  Montgomery,  and  Pulaski — Ilarvey  Des- 
kins, D. 

From  Srnytbe,  Wythe,  and  Washington — Thomas  M.  Tate,  D. 

From  Mason,  Jackson,  Cabell,  AVayne,  and  Y'irt — Fleet  Vv.  Smith,  K.  N. 
From  Wetzel,  Marshall,  Marion,  and  Tyler-*-dames  G.  West,  D. 

From  Monongalia,  Preston,  and  Tavlor — .T,  B.  Iluddleson,  I). 

Irom  Acconuic  and  Northampton — 0.  B.  Finney,  K.  N. 

From  Norfolk  and  Princess  Anne — P.  H.  Daughirey,  K.  N. 

ITota  Campbell  and  Arp''uMattox — Thomas  II.  Flood,  K,  N. 

From  Loudoun — Noble  S.  Braden,  K.  N. 

^Irom  Boone,  Logan,  Kanawha,  Putnam,  and  Wyoming — Andrew  S.  Parks, 
K.  N. 
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SENATORS  ELECTED  IN  1853. 

From  Norfolk  City~W.  N.  McKenoey,  K.  N.  ^ 

From  Isle  of  Wight,  NansemonJ  and  Surry — W.  J.  Arthur,  D. 

From  Petersburg  and  Prince  George — J.  A.  Jones,  I). 

From  Powhatan,  Cumberland  and  Chesterfield — Wm.  Old,  Jr.  D. 

From  Mecklenburg  and  Charlotte — L.  W.  Tazewell,  K.  N.  . 

From  Halifax — K.  Logan,  i). 

From  Bedford — J.  F.  Johnvson,  K.  N. 

From  Williamsburg,  James  City,  Charles  City,  New  Kent,  York,  Elizabeth 
City  and  Warvvdck — Robert  Saunders,  K.  N. 

From  Richmond  City — 0.  P.  Baldwin,  K.  N. 

From  Richmond,  Lancaster,  Northumberland  and  Westmoreland — Elliott  M. 
Braxton,  !).» * 

From  Caroline  and  Spottsylvania — Wm.  A Moncure,  D. 

From  Fairfax  and  Alexandria — Henry  W.  Thomas,  K.  N. 

From  Fauquier  and  Rappahannock^ — J.  K.  Marshall,  K.  N. 

From  Albc^iarle — B.  F.  Randolph,  B. 

From  Amherst,  Nelson  and  Buckingham — R.  K,  Irving,  K.  N. 

From  Hampshire,  Hardy  and  .Morgan — J.  C.  B.  Mullen,  K.  N. 

From  Shenandoah  and  Page — T.  Buswelf,  1). 

From  Augusta — C.  R.  Harris,  D. 

From  Botetourt,  Alleghany,  Roanoke  and  Craig — Douglas  B.  Layne,  D. 
From  Mercer,  Monroe,  Giles  and  Tazewell — Manlius  Chapman,  D. 

From  Scott,  Lee  and  Russell — J.  F.  McElhany,  K.  N. 

From  Nicholas,  Favette,  Pocahontas,  Raleigh,  Braxton  and  Greenbrier— -T. 
Creigb,  Iv.  N. 

From  Ritchie,  Doddridge,  Harrison,  Pleasants  and  Wood — V,  M.  Turner, 

K.  N. 

Frgm  Upshcr,  Barbour,  Lewis,  Gilmer  and  Randolph — Albert  G.  R^eger,  D. 
From  Brooke,  Hancock  and  Ohio — L.  Steenrod,  D. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES  OF  VIRGINIA  ELECTED  MAY,  1855. 

Accomac — Arthur  Watson,  K.  N.  * 

i>Albemarle — Thomas  ^Vood,  K.  N.,  and  Wm.  T.  Early,  K.  N. 

Alexandria — Lawrence  B.  Taylor,  K.  N. 

Alleghany  and  Bath — Samuel  Carpenter,  D. 

Amelia  and  Nottoway — W.  F.  C.  Gregory,  D. 

Amherst — Dudley  Davies,  K.  N.  ^ 

Appomattox — C.  H.  Jones,  D.  v 

Augusta — Adam  McChesney,  K.  Ny  A.  Bolivar  Christian,  K.  N.;  John  D. 
Imboden,  K.  N. 

Barbour — Joseph  Daniels,  D. 

Bedford — W.  M.  Burwell,  K.  N.;  Samuel  P.  R.  MoormaB,  K.  N. 

Berkeley — J.  B.  Hoge,  D.;  R.  D.  Seaman,  D. 

Botetourt  and  Craig — F,  If.  Mays,  D.;  Robert  M.  Wiley,  D. 

Braxton  and  Nicholas — Marshall  Triplett,  K.  N. 

Brooke  and  Hancock — 0.  W.  Langfitt,  K.  N. 

Brunswick — Edward  Dromgoole,  D. 

Buckingham — Thos.  31.  Bondurant,  K.  N. 

Cabell— H.  J.  Samuels,  D. 

Campbell — F.  B.  Deane,  K.  Ay  M.  B.  Nowlin,  K.  N. 

Caroline— Daniel  C.  Dejarnette,  D. 

Carroll — John  Carroll,  D. 

Charles  City,  James  City  and  New  Kent — Wm.  Bush,  K.  N. 
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Cbarlottc — Jos.  H.  Roberts,  D. 

Cliesterfield — Jeremiah  Hobbs,  D.  . , 

Clarke — Buckner  Ashby,  1>.  - 

Culpeper — Berry  J.  Kg^born,  K.  N. 

Cumberhmd  and  b^owhamn — W.  P.  Dabney,  D. 

Dinwiddle — John  J.  Crawford,  D. 

Doddridge  and  Tyler — Absy  George,  D. 

Bllizabeth  City,  VVarwick,  York  and?  Williamsburg — Joseph  Segar,  K.  N. 
E'sex  and  King  and  Queen — M.  11.  H.  Garnett,  D. 

Fairfax — James  Thrift,  K.  N. 

Fauquier — Bailey  fihumate,  K.  N.;  Richard  H.  Carter,  K.  N. 

Fayette  and  K,aleigh — Wm.  Tyree,  K.  N. 

Floyd — Pleasant  Ilow'ell,  D. 

Fluvanna — Goo.  P.  Holman,  D. 

Franklin-- V^m.  PI.  Edwards,  D.;  Peter  Hancock,  D. 

Frederick— R.  C.  Bywaters,  D.;  G.  P.  Baker,  D. 

Giles— A.  G.  Pendleton,  D. 

Gilmer  and  Wirt— P.  Hays,  D. 

Gloucester — Warner  T.  Jones,  D. 

Goochland — John  C.  Rutherfoord,  D. 

Grayson — John  Dickinson,  D. 

Greenbrier — A.  G.  Davis,  K.  X, 

Greene  and  Orange — John  H.  Le«,  D. 

Greensville  and  Sussex — YCm.  T.  Lundy,  D. 

Halifax— J.  H.  Edmunds,  D.;  Cbas.  Craddock,  D. 

Hampshire — Asa  Hiett,  D.;  Isaac  Parsons,  D. 

Hanover — Vriii.  Xelson,  D. 

Hardy— F.  B.  Welton,  D.  ‘ 

Harrison — Robert  Johnson,  Dg  A.  S.  Holden,  D. 

Henrico — Henry  Cox,  Iv.  X.  * 

Henry — A.  Hughes  Dillard,  D. 

Highland — A.  II.  Byrd,  D. 

Isle  of  Wight — Jas.  F.  Crocker,  D. 

Jackson— VV.  P.  Frost,  K.  X. 

Jefferson — Wells  J.  Hawks,  D.;  T.  Harris  Towmer,  K.  N. 

Kaoawlia — John  Thompson,  K.  X".,  (dead)  B.  II.  Smith,  K.  X. 

King  George  and  Stafford — John  Seddon,  D. 

King  William — Harrison  B.  Tomlin,  D, 

Lancaster  and  Xortbumberland — W.  H.  Harding,  K,  X. 

Lee — Job  B.  Crabtree,  Dg  Dr.  IT.  Riggs,  D. 

Lewis — John  Brannon,  D. 

Logan,  Boone  and  VCyoming — J.  IT.  Andersen,  D. 

]jouisa«— Jos.  K.  lYndleton,  D, 

].«mdoun — H.  B.  Powell,  K.  X'.;  II.  L.  Wiight,  K.  X. 

Lunenburg — George  AV.  Hardy,  D.  < \ ' 

Madison — James  L.  Kemper,  D. 

iMarion — John  S.  Barnes,  I).;  Ulysses  X”.  Arnett,  D. 

Marshall— R.  C.  Hollady,  K.  X. 

IMason — G.  B.  Thomas,  *K.  XI 

I'latthews  and  ^Middlesex — Geo.  L.  X’’icholson,  D. 

Mecklenburg — Win.  K.  Dodson,  D. 

IMercor — X".  French,  K.  X”. 

31ouongalia — J.  Lantz,  Dg  II.  W.  CaruthcTS,  D. 

Monroe — Alexander  Clark,  K.  X".;  Alexander  D.  Haynes,  K.  X. 
Montgomery — C.  A.  Ronald,  D. 

Morgan — Lemuel  Vanorsdaii,  K.  N. 
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Nanseraond — Xathl.  Eiddick,  K.  N. 

Nelson— W.  M.  Cabell,  K.  N, 

Norfolk  City — \V.  L>.  Eoberts,  K.  N. 

Norfolk  County — C.  W.  Murdauirh,  K.  N.;  Max.  IlerberC  K.  N. 

^ Northampton — E.  J.  Spady,  K.  N. 

Ohio— Jas.  Paul,  K,  N.;  John  Brady,  K.  N.j  G.  L.  Cranmer,  K,  N. 

Pago — Mann  Spitler,  D. 

Patrick — Wni.  A.  Burwell,  I).  ^ 

Pendleton — Jas.  B.  Kee,  D. 

Petersburg — J.  H.  Claiborne,  D. 

Pittsylvania — Ptichard  bl.  Kirby,  D.;  Thomas  W.  "Walton,  D. 

Pleasants  and  Ritchie — John  Collins,  B. 

Pocahontas — Adam  Nottingham,  D. 

Preston — J.  A.  F.  Martin,  D.;  E.  T.  Brandon,  B. 

Prince  Edward — Thomas  T.  Tredway,  B. 

Prince  George  and  Surry — Benj.  C.  Brew,  B. 

IVincess  Anne — John  "Ubjodhouse,  K.  N. 

Prince  William — Chas.  E.  Sinclair,  B. 

Pulaski — John  S.  Braper,  B. 

Putnam — Ro.  N.  B.  Thompson,  B. 

Randolph — S.  Bosworth,K.  N. 

Rappahannock — Edward  T.  Jones,  B. 

Richm(>iid  City — H.  K.  Ellyson,  K.  N.;  H.  B.  Bickinson,  K.  N.;  R.  C. 
Stanard,  K.  N. 

Richmond  County  and  Westmoreland — L.  C.  Berkeley,  K.  N. 

Roanoke — Colin  Bas.s,  B. 

Bockbrid^e — R.  L.  Boyle,  K.  N.;  A.  Patterson,  K.  N. 

Rockingham — J.  M.  R.  Sprinkle,  B.;  J.  G.  Brown,  B.;  Wm.  B.  Yancey,  B. 

Russell — G.  W.  Chandler,  B.; Kelley,  B. 

Scott — J.  T.  iMcIver,  B. 

Shenandoah — J.  S.  Calvert,  By  P.  Pitman,  B. 

Smyth — Tbos.  L.  Ib-eston,  B. 

Souihamptoii — J,  Vib  Gurley,  B. 

Spottsyivania— O.sear  31.  Crutchfield,  B. 

Taylor — Chas.  W.  Newlon,  B. 

Tazewell — 3Viii.  31.  Gille.sp.ie,  B. 

Upshur Carper,  B. 

3Varren — Samuel  3V.  Thonias,  B. 

Washington — 3Vm.  K.  Hciskell,  B.;  John  B.  Floyd,  B, 

3Vaync — Jeremiah  MYljman,  B. 

3Vetzel — I)avid  West,  B. 

Wood — A.  J.  Bo  will  an,  K.  N.  ^ 

3Vytue — Bavid  Graham,  B.  ,, 


THE  24tu  B3.Y  OF  31  AY  IN  VIRGINIA,  IN  1855. 

On  the  24th  day  of  3Iay  1355,  the  great  battle  between  the  North  and  ih ' 
South  was  fought  on  thi  soil  of  Virginia.  Virginia  was  the  battle  ground  up' 
which  that  fell-destroy-r,  abolition  Know  Noiuing.  fanaticism,  was  “crushou 
»'Ut'^  in  pushing  its  direful  inrond.s  upon  the  sunny  South.  It  was  herein  V 
nia  that  the  British  lion  crouched  in  servile  obedience  beneath  the  golden  wing' 
IVashingtou’s  eagle.  And  it  was  here  in  Virginia,  that  the  foul  and  loathsome 
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cxkatrice,  Know  Notliingism,  crouched  (spaniel  like)  beneath  the  patriotic  tread 
of  the  sturdy  husbandman,  the  stigmatising  lash,  the  burning  invective  and 
withering  satire  uf  that  champion  of  States  Ilights,  and  defender  of  the  const!- 
tuti'-'U  and  of  civil  and  religious  liberty — Henry  A.  Wise.  And  it  is  here  in 
\'irglnia,  that  we  intend  to  keep  spotless  that  rich  legacy  of  political  policy, 
bequeathed  to  us  by  Thomas  tTefferson  and  James  Madison.  The  Democracy 
of  Virginia  will,  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  fly  their  colors, 
('ur  platform  is  now,  as  it  has  ever  been,  a strict  observance  of  the  tenets  of 
States  Ilights.  ^^e  know  no  section,  no  clique,  no  party,  no  platform,  no  man, — 
but  only  the  States  Rights  left  us  by  JefTerson  and  Madison,  which  we 
expect  to  live  under,  fight  under,  and  die  under.  AVe  bid  defiance  to  the  wooden 
horse.  Our  banner  in  envied  grandeur  still  floats  over  the  impregnable  ramparts 
of  Truth,  Right  and  Justice,  and  will  continue  to  daunt  its  aegis  folds  until  the 
bird  of  liberty,  with  the  stars  and  stripes  around  its  neck,  shall  wing  itself  from 
the  western  continent. 

The  4th  of  July  commemorates  the  day  on  which  the  American  people  repu- 
diated the  Rritish  yoke;  the  24th  of  iMay  commemorates  the  day  on  which  the 
PEOPLE,  THE  DEMOCRACY  OF  YIRGIXIA,  REPUDIATED  THAT 
VnilCH  IVAS  MJ3RSE  THAN  BRlTfSH  BONDAGE— Know  Nothingism. 
The  24th  day  of  jMay  1855  is  a second  declaration  of  the  citizens  of  Virginia, 
TO  BE  FREE  AND  INDEPENDENT.  JMay  the  day  ever  live  as  one  of  our 
proudest  epochs,  in  the  hearts  of  all  true  lovers  of  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty. 


From  the  Richmond  Examiner,  May  29th,  1855. 

THE  DEMOCRATIC  TRIUMPH. 

The  election  returns  which  fill  our  columns  this  morning  wnll  give  to  our 
readers  the  details  of  that  crushing  and  utterly  annihilating  victory  which  the 
Democracy, have  won  over  their  boastful,  exultant  and  secret  adver.>gry.  We 
have  swept  the  State  like  a mountain  torrent,  delivering  every  culvert,  and 
drowning  Knov/  Nothing  candidates  of  every  rank  and  degree,  from  Fidurnoy 
down  to  Sam’s  candidates  for  the  stray  coroner’s  and  constable’s  places  of  the 
State.  The  Democratic  legions  are  triumphant  from  the  mountains  to  the  sea- 
shore, and  the  Democratic  shouts  of  victory  are  heard  in  every  valley  and^ 
mountain  of  the  State.  Our  candidate  for  Governor  is  probably  elected  by  a 
splendid  majority  of  at  least  twelve  thousand,  wo  have  returned  our  unbroken 
phalanx  of  Ltemocratic  Congressmen,  anrl  we  shall  have  a larger  Democratic 
majority  than  usual  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

There  remains  not  one  peg  for  Sam  to  hang  a iiope  upon.  The  deluge  has 
left  no  dry  place  for  the  weary  feet  of  tiie  conquered  ; and  the  few  Know  No- 
things who  have  been  elected  to  the  Legislature  already  feel  their  laurels  with- 
ering upon  their  brows,  and  burning  them  like  a hot  iron.  The  boasting,  blus- 
tering, menacing,  confident  foe,  wlm  but  yesterday  proclaimed  the  speedy  de- 
striieti'Ui  of  the  Democratic  party  of  Virginia,  has  been  routed  at  the  ballot-box 
by  that  noble  old  party  wdiieh,  in  this  State,  has  never  known  defeat.  The 
great  highway  alotpg  which  we  have  marched  to  greatness  and  renown  is  paved 
'vith  tl)e  bones  of  just  such  political  mon'-trosities  as  that  which  we  slew  on 
Ihursday,  it  is  a.s  much  the  duty  and  the  mission  of  the  Virginia  Democracy 
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to  slay  parties  like  Sam,  as  it  was  that  of  Hercules  to  kill  giants,  dragons  hy- 
dras and  other  monsters.  Wo  have  done  our  duty,  and  freed  republic  fruru 
the  consequences  of  sectional  strife- and  a fearful  war  of  races.  . 

We  care  not  how  Sain,  like  a huge  decapitated  serpent,  naay  squirm,  twi-it. 
and  struggle  in  the  free  States.  He  may  lash  his  huge  tail  in  New  Engiand, 
and  jerk  and  wrii'gle  his  headless  trunk  in  Pennsylvania,  but  all  the  world 
knows  that  on  Thursday  last  his  head  was  taken  olf  with  a dexterity  and  scien- 
tific precision  which  the  Virginia  Democracy  have  only  acquired  by  long  prac- 
tice. A few  months  ago  the  late  Samuel  entered  this  State,  took  possession  of 
our  culverts,  and  hissed  fordi  -^-arious  and  sundry  decrees  for  the  overthrow  of 
Democracy,  Catholicism,  and  the  annoyance  of  the  quiet,  inoifensive  foreigners 
of  this  State.  But  in  performing  a tilt  againsto'the  Democracy,  he  ran  agairist 
a snag,  and  expired  on  Thursday  last,  having  lived  just  long  enough  to  hurv 
one  small  grave-digger,  and  extinguish  an  humble  gas-man.  The  election  has 
demonstrated  that  Know  Nothingism,  in  its  best  days  in  this  State,  was  nothing 
but  a mild,  small  beer  type  of  that  poor,  collapsed  old ^ Whig  party,  wTuch  \ve 
have  beaten  with  commendable  regularity  for  many  years  past.  The  mysteries 
and  secrecy  of  Know  Nothingism  concealed  not  its  strength,  but  its  vreakness 
in  numbers  and  resources. 

We  notice  the  election  and  re-election  of  many  of  the  ablest  men  of  our 
party  to  the  Legislature.  In  such  men  as  Floyd,  Crutchfield,  Edmunds,  Kuth- 
erfoord,  Garnett,  and  many  others  whom  w'e  might  name,  our  readers  vriil  recog- 
nize men  well  suited  for  the  important  duties  of  legislation  next  winter. 

We  have  but  one  regret  as  far  as  the  result  in  this  State  is  concerned,  and 
that  is  the  defeat  of  that  estimable  gentleman  and  distinguished  and  indefatiga- 
ble Democrat,  llobert  A.  Mayo,  of  Henrico.  To  that  gentleman's  energy  and 
sleepless  activity,  w^e  are  indebted  for  a re'Iuetion  of  hundreds  in  what  was  at 
one  time  the  Know  Nothing  strength  in  Henrico.  Plis  services  will  be  long 
remembered  by  his  party. 

We  commend  the  genrlemanly  good  humor  and  philosophy  of  our  neighbor 
of  the  Whi'j  to  the  subordinate  journals  of  the  Know  Nothings.  The  Demo- 
crats are  not  to  be  provoked  or  annoyed  by  the  impotent  exhibitions  of  childish 
rage  and  frenzy  of  tlie  minor  organs  of  that  party  to  which  they  have  just  ad- 
ministered a well-deserved  spanking.  AYe  tender  to  our  chivalrous  neighbor  of 
the  our  sincere  condolences,  and  venture  to  express  the  hope  that  its  trip 

to  Salt  Kiver  may  be  botli  pleasant  and  instructive.  The  season  is  a delightful 
one  for  going  to  the  country,  and  the  thousand  beauties  of  Spring,  with  its 
flowers  and  balmy  breezes,  will  soon  assuage  the  grief  of  our  friend  and  neighbor. 
We  have  learnt  also,  from  a most  reliable  source,  that  our  venerable 
Botts,  bears  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Scott  with  a degree  of  fortitude  worthy  of  a 
Christian  and  a philosopher,  - He  Is,  we  learn,  busily  qualifying  himself  for  the 
mini.stry,  having  announced  at  the  African  Church  on  Tuesday  last,  the  scope 
and  character  of  his  recent  theological  studies. 
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SPEECH  OF  IIOX.  S.  A.  DOUGLAS,  OF  ILLINOIS. 

IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  SENATE,  MARCH  8,  1854,  ON  NEBRAS- 

KA  AND  KANSAS. 

Mr.  Houston.  It  is  now  half-past  eleven  o’clock.  I cannot  see  any  particu- 
lar necessity  for  going  on  to-night,  and  therefore  we  might  as  well  adjourn. 

Several  Senators.  No,  no.  '* 

Mr.  Houston.  , Then  I give  notice  that  I shall  take  the  floor  after  the  sena- 
tor from  Illinois  gets  through. 

jMr.  Sumner.  Before  the  debate  closes,  I hope  to  he  heard  on  some  points. 

Mr.  Douglas.  We  shall  hear  the  senator  frooi  Massachusetts,  of  course, 
upon  whatever  poiuts  he  may  desire  to  speak.  I would  gl  idly  have  agreed  to 
an  arrangement  by  which  it  should  have  been  undersiood  that  the  vote  would 
be  taken  at  any  fixed  time  } but  we  found  it  impo)ssibIe  to  come  to  an  agree- 
ment to  fix  any  day  or  any  hour  on  which  the  vote  should,  by  conimon  consent, 
be  taken.  Consequently  we  have  thought  it  was  better  to  insist  upon  proceed- 
ing to  a vote  to-night.  I will  not  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Senate  longer 
than  I can  possibly  help  in  doing  justice  to  myself. 

Mr.  Houston,  Objection  lias  been  made  to  my  course  it  seems,  because  I 
evinced  a disinclination  to  consent  to  fix  any  particular  day  for  the  closing  of 
the  debate.  I did  not  see  any  necessity  for  doing  so,  and  therefore  I could  not 
consent  to  it.  I do  not  care  how  soon  the  debate  closes  ; I hope  it  will  be  con- 
cluded sp«2edily  ; but  I do  not  wish  to  have  it  done  informally,  nor  in  the  hur- 
ried manner  in  which  it  has  been  pressed  on  the  Senate.  I claim  all  the  privi- 
leges of  a senator;  but  I am  perfectly  willing  to  consent  to  an  adjournment,  or 
any  other  arraiigement  whicdi  the  Senate  may  make.  I am  in  a minority,  but  I 
shall  yield  to  the  will  of  the  Senate. 

5Ir.  Douglas.  I think  there  seems  to  be  a pretty  good  di-^position  manifested 
now,' and  we  shall  be  able  to  close  the  debate  and  proceed  to  the  vote-^n  a very 
.short  time. 

Mr.  President,  before  I proceed  to  the  general  argument  upon  the  most  im; 
portact  branch  of  this  question,  I must  say  a few  words  in  reply  to  the  senator 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bell,]  who  has  spoken  upon  the  bill  to-day.  He  ap- 
proves of  the  principles  of*tbe  bill;  be  thinks  they  have  great  merit;  but  he 
does  not  see  his  way  entirely  clear  to  vote  for  the  bill,  because  of  the  objections 
which  he  has  stated,  most  of  which  relate  to  the  Indians. 

Upon  that  point,  I desire  to  sav  that  it  has  never  been  the  custom  in  territo- 
nui  bills  to  make  regulations  concerning  the  Indians  within  the  limits  of  the 
proposed  Territories.  All  matters  relating  to  them  it  has  been  thought  wise  to 
leave  to  subsequent  legislation,  to  be  brougld.  forward  by  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian AlTairs.  I did  venture  originally  in  this  bill  to  put  in  one  or  two  proyi- 
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sions  upon  tliat  subject  ; but,  at  the  suggestion  of  many  senators  on  both 
of  the  chamber,  they  v, 'ere  stricken  out,  in  order  to  allow  the  appropriate  con,- 
mittee  of  the  Senate  to  take  charge  of  that  subject.  1 think,  therefore,  .^ince 
we  have  stricken  from  the  bill  all  those  provisions  w'hicli  pertain  to  the  ludiau', 
and  reserved  the  whole  subject  for  the  consideration  and  action  of  the  ajipj'.. 
priato  committee,  we  have  obviated  every  possible  objection  which  could  reiis'in- 
ab^y  be  urged  upon  that  score.  We  have  every  reason  to  hope  and  trust  tii.-ir, 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  will  propose  such  measures  as  will  do  entire 
justice  to  the  Indians,  without  contravening  the  objects  of  Congress  in  organiz- 
ing these  Territories. 

But,  sir,  allu.sion  has  been  made  to  certain  Indian  treaties,  and  it  has  been  inti- 
mated, if  not  charged  in  direct  terms,  that  we  were  violating  the  stipulations  of 
those  treaties  in  respect  to  the  rights  and  lands  of  the  Indians.  The  senator 
from  Texas  [Mr.  Houston]  made  a,  very  long  and  interesting  speech  on  that 
subject;  but  it  so  happened,  that  most  of  the  treaties  to  which  he  referrcil 
were  with  Indians  not  included  within  the  limits  of  this  bill.  We  have  been 
informed,  in  the  course  of  tho  debate  to-day,  by  the  chairmuD  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs,  [Mr.  Sebastian,]  that  there  is  but  one  treaty  in  existeuco 
relating  to  lands  or  Imiians  within  the  limits  of  either  of  the  proposed  Terriro- 
ries,  and  that  is  the  treaty  with  the  Ottawa  Indians,  about  two  hundred  pefe'Ous 
in  number,  owning  about  thirty-four  thousand  acres  of  land.  Thus  it  appears, 
that  the  whole  argnmenf  of  injustice  to  the  red  man,  which  in  the  course  of 
this  debate  has  called  forth  so  much  sympathy  and  indignation,  is  confined  to 
*two  hundred  Indians,  owning  less  than  two  townships  of  land.  Now,  sir,  is  it 
possible  that  a country,  said  to  be  five  hundred  thousand  square  miles  in  extent, 
and  large  enough  to  make  twelve  such  States  as  Ohio,  is  to  be  consigned  to  per- 
petual barbarism  merely  on  account  of  that  small  number  of  Indians,  when  the 
bill  itself  expressly  provides  that  those  Indians  and  their  lands  are  not  to  be  in- 
cluded within  the  limit.s  of  the  proposed  Territories,  nor  to  be  subject  to 
their  laws  or  juri.sdiction  ? I w'ould  not  allow  this  measure  to  invade  the  rights 
of  even  one  Indian,  and  iicnce  I inserted  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill  that 
none  of  tho  tribes  with  whom  we  have  treaty  stipulations  should  be  embraced 
within  either  of  tho  Territories,  unless  such  Indians  shall  voluntarily  consent 
to  be  included  therein  by  treaties  hereafter  to  be  made.  If  any  senator  can 
furnish  me  with  language  more  explicit,  or  which  would  prove  more  effectual  in 
securing  the  rights  of  tho  Indians,  I will  cheerfully  adopt  it. 

Well,  sir,  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  in  a very  kind  spirit,  here  raises  the. 
objection  for  me  to  answer,  that  this  bill  includes  Indians  within  the  limits  of 
these  Territories  with  whom  wo  have  no  treaties;  and  he  desires  to  know  tvbat 
we  are  to  do  with  tiiein.  I will  say  to  him,  that  that  is  not  a matter  of  inquiry 
which  necessarily  or  properly  arises  upon  the  passage  of  this  bill;  that  is  nut 
* a proper  inquiry  to  come  before  the  Committee  on  Territories.  You  have  in  ail 
your  territorial  bills  included  Indians  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Territories. 
Vv’IiGQ  you  erected  the  Territory  of  dlinnesota,  you  hud  not  exdnguishevl  tuc 
.Indian  title'  to  one  foot  of  land  in  that  Territory  west  of  the  Missisdppi  river, 
and  to  the  major  part  of  that,  Terntory  the  Indian  title  remains  urfextinguislied 
to  this  day.  In  addition  to  tlio.se  wild  tribes,  you  removed  Indians  from  i'- 
consin  and  located  them  within  iUinnesota  since  the  Territory  was  organize  i. 
It  will  be  a question  for  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affair' 
and  for  the  action  of  Congress,  when,  in  settlement  and  civilization,  it  shall  Iv- 
come  necessary  to  change  tho  present  pTicy  in  respect  to  the  Indians.  V\  h'Ui 
you  erected  tho  terrlcorial  g''vernment  of  < Irogoii,  a few  years  ago,  you  c!u- 
braced  witiiin  it  all  the  led. an-'  living  in  thiC  Territory  witbouc  their  con.^eu:, 
and  without  any  such  reservations  in  their  behalf  as  are  contained  in  this  bill. 
Y’ou  had  not  at  that  time  made  a treat}-  with  those  Indians,  nor  cxcinguished 
their  title  to  an  acre  of  l?nd  In  that  Territory,  nor  indeed  have  you  done  so  i o 
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this  day.  So  it  is  in  the  organization  of  Washington  Territory.  You  ran  the 
lines  around  the  country  which  you  thought  ought  to  be  within  the  limits  of 
the  Territory,  and  you  embraced  all  the  iudians  within  those  lines  ; but  you 
made  no  provision  in  respect  to  their  rights  or  lands;  you  left  that  matter  to 
the  Couimittee  on  Indian  Affairs,  to  the  Indian  laws,  and  to  the  proper  depart- 
ment, to  be  arranged  afterwards  as  the  public  interests  might  require.  The 
same  is  true  in  reference  to  fftah  and  New  Mexico. 

In  fact,  the  policy  provided  for  in  this  bill,  in  respect  to  the  Indians,  is  that 
which  is- now  in  force-  in  every  one  of  the  Territories.  Thercfjre,  any  senator 
who  objects  to  this  bill  on  that  score  should  have  objected  to  and  voted  against 
every  territorial  bill  which  you  have  now  in  existeiice.  Yet  my  friend  from 
Texas  has  taken  occasion  to  remind  the  Senate  several  times  that  it  was  a mat- 
ter of  pride — and  it  ought  to  be  a matter  of  patriotic  pride  with  him — that  he 
voted  for  ever}^  measure  of  the  compromise  of  1850,  including  the  'Utah  and 
New  Mexico  territorial  bills,  embracing  all  the  Indians  within  their  limits.  Oly 
friend  from  Tennessee,  too,  has  been  very  liberal  in  voting  for  most  of  the  ter- 
ritorial bills;  and  I therefore -trust  that  the  same  patriotic  and  worthy  motives 
which  induced  him  to  vote  for  the  territorial  act  of  1>'50  will  enai)le  him  to  give 
his  support  to  the  present  bill,  especially  as  he  approves  of  the  great  principle 
of  popular  sovereignty  upon  which  it  rests. 

The  senator  from  Tennes.see  remarked  farther,  that  the  proposed  limits  of 
these  two  Territories  were  toOt  extensive,  that  they  were  large  enough  to  be 
erected  into  eight  different  States  ; and  why,  he  asked,  the  necessity  of  includ- 
ing such  a vast  amount  of  country  with.iu  the  limits  of  these  two  Territories  ? 
I must  remind  the  senator  that  it  has  always  been  the  practice  to  include  a large 
extent  of  country  within  one  territory,  and  then  to  subdivide  it  from  time  to 
time  as  the  pubiic  interest  nright  require.  Such  was  tba  case  with  the  old 
Northwest  Teriitory.  It  was  all  orininally  included  within  one  territorial  gov- 
ernment. Afterwards  Ohio  was  cut  off;  and  then  Indiana,  Michigan,  Illi- 
nois, and  Y’iscoQsin,  were  successively  erected  into  separate  territorial  govern- 
ments, and  subsequently  admitted  into  the  Union  as  iSta^es. 

At  one  period,  it  will  be  remembered,  the  Territory  of  "Wisconsin  included 
the  country  embraced  witiiin  the  limits  of  the  States  of  W'i'consin  and  Iowa, 
and  a part  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  the.  Territory  of  3Iinnesota.  There 
is  country  enough  within  the  Territory  of  5rmiiesota  to  mtike  two  or  three  States 
of  the  size  of  New  York.  Washington  Territory  embraces  abou-t  the  same 
area.  Oregon  is  large  enough  to  make  three  or  four  States  as  extensive  as 
Tennsylvania,  Utah  two  or  three,  ar  d New  Mexico  four  or  live  of  like  dimen- 
sions. Indeed,  the  whole  country  embraced  within  the  proposedt  Territories 
of  Nebrasita  and  Kansas,  together  vrith  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Missouri,  and 
Iowa,  and  the  larger  part  of  Minnesota,  and  the  v-UoIe  of  the  Indian  country 
west  of  Arkansas,  once  constituted  a territorial  government,  under  tlic  name  of 
the  Missouri  Territory.  In  view  of  this  cour,-e  of  legislation  upon  the  subject 
ot  territorial  organization,  corntuencing  before  the  adoption  of  the  Consritiuiou 
of  the  United  States  and  condng  down  to  the  last  session  of  (kmgress,  it  surely 
Cannot  be  said  that  there  is  anything  unusual  or  extraordinary  in  the  size  of  tlie 
proposed  Territory,  Vv'hich  should  compel  a senacor  to  vote  against  the  bill,  W'hile 
he  approves  of  the  principlc.s  involved  in  the  measure. 

It  has  also  been  urged  in  dobaco  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  these  territo- 
rial org.-iuizuions  ; and  I ha  'e  been  called  upon  to  point  out  any  public  and  na- 
tional oousi-I-erations  which  rajuire  action  at  this  time,  Senators  seem  to  forget 
that  our  immense  and  valua'-ie  possessions  on  the  Uacitic  are  separated  from  the 
t^tato.  and  organized  Tcrrin  .Tes,  on  this  side  of  the  Rocky  raouutains  by  a va.st 
wilderness,  filled  by  hostile  savages ; that  nearly  a hundred  thousand  emigrants 
pass  through  this  barbarous  wiidcruess  every  year,  on  their  Way  to  CuliUrnia 
and  Oregon ; that  these  emigrants  are  American  citizens;  our  own  constituents; 
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'who  are  entitled  to  the  protection  of  law  and  governraent ; and  that  they  arc 
left  to  make  their  way,  as  best  they  may,  without  the  protection  or  aid  of  ],uv 
or  government. 

The  United  States  mails  for  New  3Iexico  and  Utah,  and  all  official  communi- 
cations between  this  government  and  the  authorities  of  those  Territories,  an; 
required, to  be  carried  over  these  wild  plains,  and  through  the  gorges  of  the 
mountains,  where  you  have  made  no  provision  for  roads,  bridges,  or  ferries 
facilitate  travel,  or  forts  or  other  means  of  safety  to  protect  iife.  As  often  as  I 
have  brought  forward. and  urged  the  adoption  of  measures  to  remedy  these  evils, 
and  afford  security  against  the  dangers  to  which  our  people  are  constantly  ex- 
posed, they  have  been  promptly  voted  down  as  not  being  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  command  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress.  Now,  when  I pro- 
pose to  organize  the  Territories,  and  allow  the  people  to  do  for  themselves  %vhat, 
you  have  so  often  refused  to  do  for  them,  I am  told  that  there  are  not  white  in- 
habitants enough  permanently  settled  in  the  country  to  require  and  sustain  a 
government.  .True  there  is  not  a very  large  population  there,  for  the  very  good 
reason  that  your  Indian  code  and  intercourse  law.s  exclude  the  settlers,  a?id  for- 
bid their  remaining  there  to  cultivate  the  soil.  You  refuse  to  throw  the  country 
open  to  settlers,  and  then  object  to  the  organization  of  the  Territories  upon  the 
ground  that  there  is  not  a sufficient  number  of  inhabitants. 

The  senator  from  Connecticut  [3Ir.  Smith]  has  made  a long  argument  to 
prove  that  there  are  no  inhabitants  in  the  proposed  Territories,  because  nearly 
all  of  those  who  have  gooe  and  settled  there  have  done  so  in  violation  of  cer- 
tain old  acts  of  Congress  which  forbid  the  people  to  take  possession  of  and 
settle  upon  the  public  lands  until  after  they  should  be  surveyed  and  brought 
into  market. 

I do  not  propose  to  discuss  the  question  whether  these  settlers  are  technically 
legal  inhabitants  or  not.  It  is  enough  for  me  that  they  are  a part  of  our  nwn 
'peoplej  that  they  are  settled  on  the  public  domain;  that  the  public  interests 
would  be  promoted  by  throwing  that  public  domain  open  to^ settlement ; aid 
that  there  is  no  good  reason  wh}'  the  protection  of  law  and  the  blessings  of 
government  should  not  be  extended  to  them.  I must  be  permitted  to  remind 
the  senator  that  the  same  objection  existed  in  its  full  force  to  Minnesota,  to 
Oregon  and  to  Washington,  when  each  of  those  Territories  were  organized  ; 
and  that  I have  no  recollection  that  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  the  objection,  or  considered  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify 
him  in  recording  his  own  vote  against  the  organization  of  either  of  those  Ter- 
ritories. 

Mr.  President,  I do  not  feel  called  upon  to  make  any  reply  to  the  argument 
which  tjve  senator  from  C^mnecticui  has  urged  against  the  passage  of  this  bill 
upon  the  sc-ore  of  expense  in  sustaining  these  territorial  govenniients,  f»r  the 
reason  that,  if  the  public  interests  require  the  enactment  of  the  law,  it  folioes 
as  a natural  consequence  that  all  tiny  expenses  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effevi 
are  wise  and  proper. 

I will  notv  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  great  principles  involved  in  ti.e 
bill,  without  omitting,  however,  to  notice  seme  of  those  extraneous  tnaUtrs 
which  have  been  brought  into  tliis  discussion  with  the  view  of  producitjg  am- 
ther  anti-slavery  agitation.  \Te  have  been  told  by  nearly  every  senator  w..o 
has  spoken  in  opposition  to  this  bill,  tliat  at  the  time  of  its  introduction  tie 
people  were  in  a state  c:  profound  quiet  and  repose  ; that  the  auti-siavery  agi- 
tation had  entirely  ccas  d;  and  that  the  whole  country  was  acquiescing  chec-r* 
fully  and  cordially  in  th  compromise  measures  of  '.U bO  as  a final  adjustment  '.t 
t:  is  vexed  <|ue.stion. 

Sir,  it  is  truly  refreshing  to  hear  senators,  who  contested  every  inch  of  ground, 
in  opposition  to  those  measures  when  they  were  under  discussion,  who  pioabeti  1 
all  maaner  of  evils  and  calamities  from  their  adoption,  and  who  raised  the  cry 
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of  repeal,  and  even-resistence,  to  their  execution,  after  they  had  become  the 
jaws  of  tije  land— -I  say  it  is  really  refreshing  to  hear  these  same  senators  now 
boar  their  united  testimony  to  the  wisdom  of  those  measures,  and  to  the  pa- 
triotic motives  which  induced  us  to  pass  them  in  defiance  of  their  threats  and 
resistance^  and  to  their  beneficial  effects  in  restoring  peace,  harmony,  and  fra- 
ternity to  a distracted  country.  These  are  precious  confessions  from  the  lips  of 
those  who  stand  pledged  never  to  assent  to  the  propriety  of  those  measures,  and 
to  raahe  war  upon  them  so  long  as  they  shall  remain  upon  the  statute-book. 
I well  understand  that  these  confessions  are  now  made,  not  with  the  view  of 
'yielding  their  assent  to  the  propriety  of  carrying  those  enactments  into  faithful 
execution,  but  for  the  purpose  of  having  a pretext  for  charging  upon  me,  as  the 
author  of  this  bill,  the  responsibility  of  an  agitation  which  they  are  striving  to 
produce.  They  say  that  I,  and  not  they,  have  revived  the  agitation.  hat 
have,  I done  to  render  me  obnoxious  to  this  charge  ? They  say  1 wrote  and  in- 
troduced this  Nebraska  bill.  That  is  true  but  I was  not  a volunteer  in  the 
transaction.  The  Senate,  by  a unanimous  vote,  appointed  me  chairman  of  the 
territorial  committee,  and  associated  five  intelligent  and  patriotic  senators  with 
me,  and  thus  made  it  our  duty  to  take  charge  of  all  territorial  business.  la 
like  manner,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  these  complaining  senators,  the  Se- 
nate referred  to  us  a distinct  proposition  to  organize  this  Nebraska  Territory, 
and  required  us  to  report  specifically  upon  the  question.  I repeat,  then,  we 
were  not  volunteers  in  this  business.  The  duty  was  imposed  upon  us  by  the 
ISenate.  We  were  not  unmindful  of  the  delicacy  and  responsibility  of  the  posi- 
tion. We  were  aware  that  from  18’20  to  1850  the  abolition  doctrine  of  con- 
gressional interference  with  slavery  in  the  Territories  and  new  States  had  so  far 
prevailed  as  to  keep  up  an  incessant  slavery  agitation  in  Congress,  and  through- 
out the  country,  whenever  any  new  Territory  was  to  be  acquired  or  organized. 
We  were  also  aware  that,  in  1850.,  the  right  of  the  people  to  decide  this  ques- 
tion for  themselves,  subject  only  to  the  Constitution,  was  substituted  for  tho 
doctrine  of  congressional  intervention.  The  first  question,  therefore,  which  the 
committee  were  called  upon  to  decide,  and  indeed  the  only  question  of  any  ma- 
terial importance,  in  framing  this  bill,  was  this  : Shall  we  adhere  to  and  carry 
out  the  principle  recognized  by  tho  compromise  measures  of  1850,  or  shall  we 
go  back  to  the  old  exploded  doctrine  of  congressional  interference,  as  establish- 
ed in  1820,  in  a large  portion  of  the  country,  and  wiiich  it  was  the  object  of 
the  Wiimot  proviso  to  give  a universal  application,  not  only  to  all  the  territory 
which  we  then  possessed,  but  all  which  we  might  hereafter  acquire  ? There- 
wore  no  other  alternatives.  We  were  compelled  to  frame  the  bill  upon  the  one 
or  the  other  of  these  two  principles.  The  doctrine  of  1820  or  the  doctrine  of 
1S50  must  prevail.  In  the  discharge  of  the  duty  imposed  upou  us  by  the  Se- 
nate, the  committee  could  not  hesitate  upon  this  point,  whether  we  consulted 
our  individual  opinions  and  principles  or  those  which  were  known  to  be  enter- 
tained  and  boldly  avowed  by  a large  majority  of  the  Senate.  The  two  great 
political  parties  of  the  country  stood  solcmtily  pledge!  before  the  world  to  ad- 
here to  the  compromise  measures  of  1850,  ‘Mn  principle  and  substance."  A 
large  majority  of  the  Senate,  indeed  every  member  of  the  body,  I believe,  ex- 
cept the  two  avowed  abolitionist.s,  [Mr,  Chase  and  Mr.  Sumner]  profess  to  be- 
long to  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  parties,  and  hence  was  supposed  to  be  un- 
der a high  moral  obligation  to  carry  out  the  “ principle  and  substance"  of  those 
measures  in  all  new  territorial  organizations.  The  report  of  the  committeer 
in  accordance  with  this  obligation.  I am  arraigned,  therefore,  for  having 
«nd.oavorcd  to  represent  the  opinions  and  principles  of  the  .Senate  truly  ; for 
having  performed  my  duty  in  conformity  with  the  parliamentary  law;  for  liaving; 
been  faithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  me  by  the  Senate.  Let  the  vote  this  night 
determine  whether  I have  tims  faithfully  represented  your  opinions.  When  & 
infijority  of  tho  Senate  shall  hare  passed  the  bill ; whea  a majority  of  the 
24 
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States  shall  have  endorsed  it  through  their  representatives  upon  this  floor  ; 
when  a majority  of  the  South  and  a majority  of  the  North  shall  have  sanc- 
tioned it;  when  a majority  of  the  Whig  party  and  a majority  of  the  Democra- 
tic party  shall  have  voted  for  it,  when  each  of  these  propositions  shall  bo  de- 
monstrated by  the  vote  this  night  on  the  tinal  passage  of  the  bill,  I shall  be 
willing  to  submit  the  question  to  the  country,  whether,  as  the  organ  of  the 
committee,  I performed  my  duty  in  the  report  and  bill  which  have  called  down 
upon  my  head  so  much  denunciation  and  abuse. 

Mr.  ih’esident,  the  opponents  of  this  measure  have  bad  much  to  say  about 
the  mutations  and  nroditications  which  this  bill  has  undergone  since  it  was  first 
introduced  by  myself,  and  about  the  alleged  departure  of  the  bill,  in  its  present 
form,  from  the  principle  laid  down  in  the  original  report  of  the  comniittee  as  a 
rule  of  action  in  all  future  ' territorial  organizations.  Fortunately  there  is  no 
necessity,  even  if  your  patience  would  tolerate  such  a course  of  argument  at 
this  late  hour  of  the  night,  for  me  to  examine  these  speeches  in  detail,  and  to 
reply  to  each  charge  separately.  Each  speaker  seems  to  have  followed  faith- 
fully in  the  footsteps  of  bis  leader — in  the  path  marked  out  by  the  abolition 
confederates  in  their  manifesto,  which  I exposed  on  a former  occasion.  You 
have  seen  them  on  their  winding  way,  meandering  the  narrow  and  crooked  path 
in  Indian  fde,  each  treading  close  upon  the  heels  of  the  other,  and  neither  ven- 
turing to  take  a step  to  the  right  or  left,  or  to  occupy  one  inch  of  ground  which 
did  not  bear  the  foot-print  of  the  abolition  champion.  To  answer  one,  there- 
fore, is  to  answer  the  whole.  The  statement  to  which  they  seem  to  attach  the 
most  importance,  and  which  they  have  repeated  oftener  perhaps  than  any  other, 
is,  that,  pending  the  compromise  measures  of  1850,  no  man  in  or  out  of  Con- 
gress, ever  dreamed  of  abrogating  the  Missouri  compromise  ; that  from  that  pe- 
riod down  to  the  present  .session  nobody  supposed  that  its  validity  had  been 
impaired,  or  anything,  done  which  rendered  it  obligatory  upon  us  to  make  it 
inoperative  hereafter  ; that  at  the  time  of  submitting  the  report  and  bill  to  the 
Senate,  on  the  4th  of  January  last,  neither  I nor  any  member  of  the  commit- 
tee ever  thought  of  such  a thing;  and  that  we  could  never  be  brought  up  to 
the  point  of  abrogating  the  eighth  section  of  the  3Iissouri  act  until  after  the 
senator  from  Keutucky  introduced  his  amendment  to  my  bill. 

Mr.  Ih’csident,  befure  I proceed  to  e.xp'0':-e  the  many  misrepresentations  con- 
tained in  this  complicated  charge,  I must  call  the  attention  of  the  Semite  to 
the  fal-ie  i;3.sue  which  these  gentlemen  are  endeavoring  to  impose  upon  the 
country,  for  the  purpose  of  diverting  public  attention  from  the  real  issue  con- 
tained in  the  bill.  They  wish  to  have  the  people  believe  that  the  abrogation  of 
Tvhat  they  call  the  }dissouri  compromise  was  the  main  object  and  aim  of  tiie 
biii,  and  that  the  only  questiffu  involved  is,  whether  the  prohibition  of  sl'ivery 
north  of  oG°  SO'  shall  bo  repeal  od  or  not?  That  which  is  a mere  incident 
they  choose  to  consider  the  priocipal.  They  make  war  on  the  means  by  which 
we  propose  to  accomplish  an  objei-t,  instead  of  openly  resisting  the  object  ir-'df 
The  principle  w'hich  we  propose  to  carry  into  ellect  by  the  bill  is  this  : 'rh-it 
Coivjr  ssliall  neither  l^'fidafe  slavery  into  ani/  Territories  or  Stat^,  7ior  out  "J 
Tie  same;  out  the  people  shall  he  left  Jree  to  re/julate  their  domestic  concents  in 
their  oicn  leni/,  subject  (od>j  to  the  Constitution  ot  the  United  States. 

In  order  to  carry  this  priaciple  into  practical  operation,  it  becomes  nece.s-ary 
to  remove  vfhatever  legal  obstacles  might  be  found  in  the  wav  of  its  free  ever- 
ciso.  It  is  ordy  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  this  threat  fundamental  rriit'O- 
ple  of  self-government  that  the  bill  renders  the  eighth  section  of  the  iMissocri 
act  iaoperutive  and  void. 

Now,  let  me  ask,  will  these  senators  who  have  arraigned  me,  or  any  one  ‘ i 
them,  have  the  assurance  to  rise  in  his  place  and  declare  that  this  great  prin  o- 
ple  was  never  thought  of  or  advocated  as  applicable  to  territorial  bills,  in  ioo'i ; 
that,  from  that  session  until  the  present,  nobody  ever  thought  of  iucorpomiifig 
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f;  this  principle  in  all  new  territorial  organizations  ; that  the  ComTnitteo  on  Ter- 

^ ritories  did  not  recommend  it  in  their  report ; and  that  it  required  the  unicnd- 

I niCLit  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky  to  bring  us  up  to  that  point  ? Will  any 

I one  of  my  accusers  dare  to  make  this  issue,  and  let  it  be  tried  by  the  record  ? 

• 1 will  begin  with  the  compromises  of  lb50.  Any  senator  who  will  take  the 

^ trouble  to  examine  our  jouruals  will  find  that  on  the  25th  of  March  of  th^.T 

^ year,  I reported  from  the  Committee  on  Territories  twm  bills  including  the  fol- 

f:  lowing  measures  : the  admission  of  California,  a territorial  government  for 

I'tah,  a territorial  government  for  New  Mexico,  and  the  adjustment  of  the 
I Texas  boundary.  These  bills  proposed  to  leave  the  people  of  Utah  and  New 
I Mexico  free  to  decide  the  slavery  question  for  themselves,  in  the  precise  ian- 
I guage  of  the  Nebraska  bill  norr  under  discussion.  A few  weeks  afterw'ards,  the 
I Committee  of  Thirteen  took  those  two  bills  and  put  a wafer  between  them, 
f and  reported  them  hack  to  the  ifoaate  as  one  bill,  v/ith  some  slight  amendments. 

I One  of  those  amendments  was,  that  the  territorial  legislatures  should  not  legis- 

I late  upon  the  subject  of  African  slavery.  I objected  to  that  provision  upon 

‘ the  ground  that  it  subverted  the  great  principle  of  self-government  upon  which 

I the  bill  had  been  originally  framed  by  the  Territorial  Committee.  On  the  first 

! trial,  the  Senate  refused  to  strike  it  out,  but  subsequently  did  so,  after  full  de- 

I bate,  in  order  to  es^tabiish  that  principle  as  the  rule  of  action  in  territorial  or- 

I ganizations. 

t Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa.  It  was  done  on  your  own  motion. 

Mr.  Douglas.  Upon  this  point  i trust  I will  be  excused  for  reading  one  or 
two  sentences  from  some  remarks  I made  in  the  Senate  on  the  3rd  of  June, 
1850  : 

! “The  p>osition  that  I have  ever  taken  has  been  that  this  the  slavery  ques- 
I tioD,  and  all  other  questions  relating  to-  the  domestic  affairs  and  domestic  policy 

I of  the  Territories,  ought  to  be  left  to  the  decision  of  the  people  themselves,  and 

' that  we  ought  to  be  content  with  whatever  way  they  would  decide  the  question, 

because  they  have  a much  deeper  interest  in  these  matters  than  we  have,  and 

know  much  better  what  institutions  will  suit  them,  than  vre,  who  have  never  been 
there,  can  decide  for  them.'^ 

xVgain,  in  the  same  debate,  I said  : 

“I  do  not  see  how  those  of  us  who  have  taken  the  position  which  we  have 
taken,  (that  of  non-interference,)  and  have  argued  in  favor  of  the  right  of  the 
people  to  legislate  for  themselves  on  this  question,  can  support  such  a provision 
without  abandoning  all  the  arguments  v/hich  we  urged  in  the  presidential  cam- 
paign in  the  year  1848,  and  the  principles  set  forth  by  the  honorable  senator 
from  Michigan  in  that  letter  which  is  known  as  the  ‘Nicholson  letter.’  hVe  are 
required  to  abandon  that  platform  : \ve  are  required  to  abandon  those  principles, 

! and  to  stultify  ourselves,  and  to  adopt  the  opposite  doctrine ; and  for  wha.t?  In 
; order  to  say  that  the  people  of  the  Territories  shall  not  have  such  iustitutions 
1 , as  they  shall  deem  adapted  to  their  condition  and  their  wants.  I do  not  see, 

I sir,  how  such  a provision  as  that  can  be  acceptable  either  to  the  people  of  the 
1 north  or  the  south.” 

I 

[ Mr,  President,  I could  go  on  and  multiply  extract  after  extract  from  ray 
I speeches  in  1850,  and  prior  to  t’uat  date  to  show  that  this  doctrine  of  leaving 
I the  people  to  decide  these  questions  for  themselves  is  not-  an  “ after-th-ught” 

I with  mo,  seized  upon  this  session  for  the  first  time,  as  my  calumniators  have  so 
\ freqvisatly  and  boldly  charged  in  tin  i:  speeches  during  this  debate,  a!i  I in  their 
1 tnanlfesto  to  the  public.  1 refused  to  support  the  celebrated  omuibus  bill  ia 

i I8o0  until  the  obnoxious  provision  was  stricken  oat,  and  the  priueiple  of  self- 

1 government  restored,  as  it  existed  in  my  original  bill.  No  sooner  were  the 
; compromise  measures  of  1850  pa.ssed,  than  the  abolition  confederates,  who  lead 
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the  opposition  to  this  bill  now,  raised  the  cry  of  repeal  in  some  sections  of  the 
country,  and  in  other?  forcible  resistance  to  the  execution  of  the  law.  In  order 
to  arrest  and  suppress  the  treasonable  purposes  of  these  abolition  confederate?, 
and  avert  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  it  became  my  duty,  on  the  23d  of  October. 
1850,  to  address  an  excited  and  frenzied  multitude  at  Chicago,  in  defence  of 
«^ch  and  all  of  the  compromise  measures  of  that  year,  I will  read  one  or 
sentences  from  that  speech,  to  show  how  those  measures  were  then  understood 
and  explained  by  their  advocates  : 

These  measures  are  predicated  on  the  great  fundamental  principle  that  every 
people  ought  to  possess  the  right  of  forming  and  regulating  their  own  interna’ 
concerns  and  domestic  institutions  in  their  own  way.” 

Again  : 

“These  things  are  all  confided  by  the  Constitution  to  each  State  to  decide  for 
itself,  and  I know  of  no  reason  why  the  same  principle  should  not  be  con- 
f.dcd  to  the  Territories” 

In  this  speech  it  will  be  seen  that  I lay  down  a general  principle  of  universal 
application,  and  make  no  distinction,  between  territories  north  or  south  of 
30°  30k 

I am  aware  that  some  of  the  abolition  confederates  have  perpetrated  a mon- 
S-trous  forgery  on  that  speech,  and  are  now  circulating  through  the  abolition 
newspapers  the  statement  that  I said  that  I would  “cling  with  the  tenacity  of 
life  to  the  compromise  of  1820/’  This  statement,  false  as  it  is — a deliberate 
act  of  forgery,  as  it  is  known  to  be  by  all  who  have  ever  seen  or  read  the  speech 
referred  to — constitutes  the  staple  article  out  of  which  most  of  the  abolition 
orators  at  the  small  anti-Nebraska  meetings  manufacture  tiie  greater  part  of 
their  speeches.  1 now  declare  that  there  is  not  a sentence,  a line,  nor  even  a 
•word  in  that  speech,  which  imposes  the  slightest  limitation  on  the  application  of 
the  great  principle  embraced  in  this  bill  in  all  new  territorial  organizations, 
without  the  least  reference  to  the  line  of  30°  30'. 

At  the  session  of  1S50-’51,  a few  weeks  after  this  speech  was  made  at  Chi- 
cago, and  when  it  had  been  published  in  pamphlet  form  and  circulated  exten- 
sively over  the  States,  the  legislature  of  Illinois  proceeded  to  revise  its  action 
upon  the  slavery  question,  and  define  its  position  on  the  coiTipromise  of  1850. 
After  rescinding  the  resolutions  adopted  at  a previous  session,  instructing  my 
colleague  and  myself  to  vote  for  a proposition  prohibiting  slavery  in  the  Terri- 
tories, resolutions  were  adopted  approving  the  compromise  measures  of  1850.  I 
will  read  one  of  the  resol-atioD.«i,  which  was  adopted  in  the  House  of  Kepresen- 
tatives,  by  a vote  of  61  yeas  to  4 nays  : 

“Resolved,  That  our  liberty  and  independence  are  based  upon  the  right  of 
the  people  to  form  for  themselves  such  a government  as  they  may  choose  ; that 
this  great  privilege — the  birthright  of  freemen,  the  gift  of  Heaven,  secure*!  i'> 
us  by  the  blood  of  our  ancestors — ought  to  be  extended  to  future  generations  : 
and  DO  limitation  ought  to  be  applied  to  this  power,  in  the  organization  of  any 
Territory  of  the  United  State.?,  of  either  a Territorial  government  or  a State 
Constitution  : Provided^  The  government  so  established  shall  be  republican, 
and  in  conformity  with  the  Constitution. ” 

Another  series  of  resolutions  having  passed  the  Senate  almost-  unanimousiv, 
embracing  the  same  principle  in  difTi.-rent  language,  they  were  concurred  in 
the  House.  Thus  wa.s  the  position  of  Illioois,  upon  the  slavery  question,  uc- 
fined  at  the  first  session  of  the  legislature  after  the  adoption  of  the  compromise 
of  1850.  ^ . 

Now,  sir,  what  becomes  of  the  declaration  which  haa  been  made  by  nearly 
every  opponent  of  this  bill,  that  nobody  in  this  whole  Union  ever  dreamed  uat 
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the  principle  of  the  Utah  and  New  Mexican  bill  was'  to  be  incorporated  into  all 
future  territorial  organizations  ? I have  sbown  that  my  own  State  so  uadcr- 
Btood  and  declared  it  at  the  time  in  the  most  implicit  and  solemn  manner.  Il- 
linois declared  that  our  ‘liberty  and  independence’'  rest  upon  this  “princi- 
ple;” that  the  principle  “ ought  to  he  extended  to  future  generations;”  and 
that  “ no  limitation  ought  to  be  applied  to  this  power  in  the  organization  of  any 
Territory  of  the  United  States.”  No  exception  is  made  in  regard  to  Nebraska. 
No  Missou'd  compromise  lines;  no  reservations  of  the  country  north  of  o6°  30’, 
The  principle  is  declared  to  be  the  “ birthright  of  freemen ;”  the  “ gift  of  Hea- 
ven,” to  be  applied  without  limitation,  in  Nebraska  as  well  as  Utah,  north  as 
well  as  south  of  38°  30'. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  remark  that  the  legislature  of  Illinois,  at 
its  recent  session,  has  passed  resolutions  approving  the  Nebraska  bill;  and 
among  the  resolutions  is  one  in  the  precise  language  of  the  resolution  of  1S5I-, 
which  I have  just  read  to  the  Senate. 

Thus  I have  .shown,  Mr.  President,  that  the  legislature  and  people  of  Illinois 
have  always  understood  the  compromise  measures  of  1850  as  establishing  cer- 
tain principles  as  rules  of  action  in  the  organization  of  ail  new  Territories,  and 
that  no  limitation  was  to  be  made  on  either  side  of  the  geographical  line  of 
36°  30b 

Neither  my  time  nor  your  patience  will  allow  me  to  take  up  the  resolutions  of 
the  different  States  in  detail,  and  show  what  has  been  the  common  understand- 
ing of  the  "whole  country  upon  this  point.  I am  now  vindicating  myself  and 
my  own  action  against  the  assaults  of  my  calumniators ; and,  for  tb.at  purpose, 
it  is  sufficient  to  show  that,  in  the  report  and  bill  which  I have  presented  to  the 
b'enate,  I have  only  carried  out  the  known  principles  and  solemnly  declared 
will  of  the  State  whose  representative  I am.  I will  now  invite  the  atteotiou  ot 
the  Senate  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  in  order  that  it  may  be  known  bow 
much,  or  rather  how  little,  truth  there  is  for  the  allegation  which  has  been  so 
often  made  and  repeated  on  this  floor,  that  the  idea  of  allowing  the  people  in 
Nebraska  to  decide  the  slavery  question  for  themselves  was  a “sheer  after 
thought,”  conceived  since  the  report  was  made,  and  not  until  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  proposed  bis  amendment  to  the  bill. 

I read  from  that  portion  of  the  report  in  which  the  committee  lay  down  the 
principle  by  which  they  proposed  to  be  governed : , 

^^In  the  judgment  of  your  eomrrittee,  those  measures  (compromise  of  1850) 
were  intended  to  have  a far  more  comprehensive  and  eudurir.g  effect  than  the 
mere  adjustment  of  ibe  difficulties  arising  out  of  the  recent  acquisition  of  Mex- 
ican territory.  They  were  designed  to  establish  certain  great  principles,  which 
would  not  only  furnish  adequate  remedies  for  existing  evils,  but  in  all  time  to 
come  avoid  the  perils  of  a similar  agitation,  withiraicing  the  quc&tion  of 
slavery  from  the  halls  of  Congress  and  the  political  arena,  and  committing  it 
to  the  arbilraraent  of  those  who  were  immediatelg  interested  in  and  alone  respon- 
sible for  its  consequences.” 

After  making  a brief  argument  in  defence  of  this  principle,  the  report  pro- 
ceeds, as  follows: 

From  these  provisions,  it  is  apparent  that  the  compromise  measures  of  1850 
affirm  and  rest  upon  the  folbwiug  propositions  : s 

“ First.  That  fill  questions  pertaining  to  slavery  in  the  Territories,  and  in  the 
new  , hates  to  be  formed  therefroia,  are  to  be  left  to  the  decision  of  the  people 
residing  therein,  by  their  appropriate  representatives,  to  be  chosen  by  them  for 
that  purpose.” 
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And,  in  conclusion,  the  report  proposes  a substitute  for  the  bill  introduced 
by  the  senator  from  Iowa,  and  concludes  as  follows  : 

The  substitute  for  tlie  bill  which  jour  committee  have  prepared,  and  wbicn 
is  coraraended  to  the  favorable  action  of  tlie  Henate,  proposes  to  carry  tbc.'C 
propositions  and  principles  into  practical  operation,  in  the  precise  language  of 
the  compromise  measures  of  1S50/’ 

\ Mr.  President,  as  there  has  been  so  much  misrepresentation  upon  this  point, 
I must  be  permitted  to  repeat  that  the  doctrine  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 
as  has  been  conclusively  proved  by  these  extracts,  is — 

First.  That  the  whole  question  of  slavery  should  be  withdrawn  from  the 
Halls  of  Congress,  and  the  political  arena,  and  committed  to  the  abitrament  of 
those  who  are  immediately  interested  in  and  alone  responsible  for  its  existence. 

Second.  The  applying  this  priociple  to  the  Territories  and  the  new  States  to 
be  formed  therefrom,  all  questions  pertaining  to  slavery  were  to  be  referred  to 
the  people  residing  therein. 

Third.  That  the  committee  proposed  to  carry  these  propositions  and  princi- 
ples into  effect  in  the  precise  language  of  the  compromise  measures  of  1850. 

Are  not  these  propositions  identical  with  the  principles  and  provisions  of  the 
bill  on  your  table  ? If  there  is  a hair’s  breadth  of  discrepancy  between  the 
tw'O,  I ask  any  senator  to  rise  in  bis  place  and  point  it  out.  Both  rest  upon  the 
great  principle,  which  forms  the  basis  of  all  our  institutions,  that  the  people 
are  to  decide  the  question  for  themselves,  subject  only  to  the  Constitution. 

But  my  accusers  attempt  to  raise  up  a false  issue,  and  thereby  divert  public 
attention  from  the  real  one,,  by  the  cry  that  the  Missouri  compromise  is  to  be 
repealed  or  violated  by  the  pa.ssage  of  tnis  bill.  'vVtil,  if  the  eighth  section  of 
the  Missouri  act,  which  attempted  to  fix  the  destinies  of  future  generations  in 
those  Territories  for  all  time  to  come,  in  utter  disregard  of  the  rights  and 
wishes  of  the  people  when  they  should  be  received  into  the  Union  as  {States,  be 
inconsistent  with  the  great  principle  of  self-government  and  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  it  ought  to  be  abrogated.  The  legislation  of  1850  abrogated 
the  Missouri  compromise,  so  far  as  the  country  embraced  "within  the  limits  of 
Utah  and  Ne"w  5iexico  was  covered  by  the  slavery  restriction.  It  is  true,  that 
those  acts  did  not  in  terms  and  by  name  repeal  the  act  of  1820,  as  originally 
adopted,  or  as  extended  by  the  resolutions  annexing  Texas  in  1845,  any  more 
than  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Territories  proposes  to  repeal  the  same 
acts  this  session.  Bat  the  acts  of  1850  did  authorize  the  people  of  those  Ter- 
ritories to  exercl-c  all  rightful  powers  of  legislation  consistent  with  the  Con- 
stitution,” not  excepting  the  <juestion  of  slaver^  ; and  did  provide  that,  when 
those  Territories  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  they  should  be  received 
"With  or  without  slavery  as  the  people  thereof  might  determine  at  the  date 
of  their  admission.  These  provisions  were  in  direct  conflict  with  a cliU'C 
in  a former  enactment,  declaring  that  slavery  should  be  forever  prohibited 
in  any  portion  of  said  Territi)ries,  and  hence  rendered  such  clause  inepc- 
rative  and  void  to  the  extent  of  such  conflict.  This  was  an  inevitable  cc..n- 
sequerice,  resulting  from  the  provi.sions  in  those  acts  which  gave  the  peof  lo 
the  right  to  decide  the  slavery  question  for  themselves,  in  conformity  vrith 
the  Constitution.  It  tvas  not  necessary  to  go  further  and  declare  that  cer- 
tain previous  enactments,  whicli  were  incompatible  with  the  exercise  ot  the 
po'wers  conferred  in  the  hills,  '*  are  bereh-y  repealed.”  The  very  act  of  grant- 
ing those  powers  and  rich'is  have  the  legal  effect  of  reiiioviDg  all  obstruction' ( ' 
the  exercise  of  them  by  the  people,  as  prescribed  in  those  territorial  bills,  i'oi- 
iowing  that  example,  the  Committee  on  Territorie.s  did  not  consider  it  necessary 
to  declare  the  eighth  section  of  the  Mi.ssouri  cuct  repealed.  We  were  content 
to  organize  Nebraska  in  the  precise  language  of  the  Utah  and  Now  Mexican 
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Oar  object  was  to  leave  the  people  entirely  free  to  form  and  regulate 
tlu;ir  domestic  institutions  and  internal  concerns  in  their  own  way,  under  the 
Constitution;  and  we  deemed  it  wise  to  accomplish  that  object  in  the  exact 
terms  in  which  the  same  thing  had  been  done  in  Utah  and  New  Mexico  by  the 
acts  of  1850.  This  was  the  principle  upon  which  the  committee  reported ; and 
our  bill  was  supposed,  and  is  now  believed,  to  have  been  in  accordance  with  it. 
M’heu  doubts  were  liaised  whether  the  bill  did  fully  carry  out  the  principle  laid 
down  in  the  report,  amendments  were  made,  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to 
avoid  ail  misconstruction,  and  make  the  true  intent  of  the  act  more  explicit. 
The  last  of  these  amendments  was  adopted  yesterday,  on  the  motion  of  the 
distingushed  senator  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Badger,)  in  regard  to  the  re- 
vival of  any  laws  or  regulations  which  may  have  existed  prior  to  1820.  That 
amendment  was  not  intended  to  change  the  legal  cUect  of  the  bill.  Its 
object  was  to  repel  the  slander  which  had  been  propagated  by  the  enemies  of 
the  measure  in  the  north,  that  the  southern  supporters  of  the  bill  desired  to 
legislate  slavery  into  these  Territories.  The  south  denies  the  right  of  Con- 
gress either  to  legislate  slavery  into  any  Territory  or  State,  or  out  of  any 
Territory  or  State.  Non-interventoin  by  Congress  with  slavery  in  the  States  or 
Territories  is  the  doctrine  of  the  bill,  and  all  the  amendments  which  hive  been 
agreed  to  have  been  made  with  the  view  of  removing  all  doubt  and  cavil  as  to 
the  true  meaning  and  object  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  President,  I think  I have  succeeded  in  vindicating  myself  and  the  action 
of  the  committee  from  the  assaults  which  have  been  made  upon  us  in  conse- 
quence of  these  amendments.  It  seems  to  be  the  tactics  of  our  opponents  to 
direct  their  arguments  against  the  unimportant  points  and  incidental  questions 
which  are  to  be  affected  by  carrying  out  the  principle,  with  the  hope  of  relieving 
themselves  from  the  neces'ity  of  controverting  the  principle  itself.  The  senator 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Chase]  led  on  gallantly  in  the  charge  that  the  committee,  in 
the  report  and  bill  first  submitted,  did  not  contemplate  the  repeal  of  the  Mis- 
souri compromise,  and  could  not  be  brought  to  that  point  until  after  the  senator 
from  Kentucky  offered  his  amendment.  The  senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
Smith]  followed  his  lead,  and  repeated  the  same  statement.  Then  came  the 
other  senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Wade,]  and  the  senator  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Seward-,]  and  the  senator  from  ^Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Sumner,],  all  singing  the 
same  song,  only  varying  the  tune. 

Let  me  ask  these  senators  what  they  mean  by  this  statement  ? l)o  they  wish 
to  be  understood  as  saying  that  the  report  and  first  form  of  the  bill  did  not 
provide  for  leaving  the  slavery  question  to  the  decision  of  the  people  in  the 
terms  of  the  Utah  bill '?  Surely  they  will  not  dare  to  say  that,  for  I have 
already  shown  that  the  two  measures  were  identical  in  principle  and  enactment. 
Bo  they  mean  to  say  that  the  adoption  of  oar  first  bill  would  not  have  had  the 
legal  effect  to  have  rendered  the  eighth  section  of  the  ^Missouri  act  “inoperative 
and  void,^’  to  use  the  iaoguage  of  the  present  bill  ? If  this  be  not  their  mean- 
ing, will  they  rise  in  iheir  places  and  inform  ihe  Senate  what  their  meaning 
Vta.s  ? They  must  have  had  some  object  in  giving  so  much  prominence  to  this 
statement,  and  in  repeating  it  so  often.  I address  the  question  to  the  senators 
from  Ohio  and  Massachuserts,  [Mr.  Chase  and  Mr.  Sumner.]  I despair  in 
extorting  a response  from  "Lhera ; for,  no  matter  in  what  way  they  may  answer 
t^pon  this  point,  I have  in  my  hand  the  evidence  over  their  own  signatures,  to 
disprove  the  truth  of  their  a is’.ver.  I allude  to  their  appeal  or  rnanil'esto  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  in  which  they  arraign  the  bill  and  report,  in  coarse 
and  .ravage  terms,  as  a prop  :>sition  to  repeal  the  Missouri  etunprovnise,  to  violate 
phglred  faith,  to  abrogate  a solemn  compact,  tVc.,  Tiiis  docuTia.TU  wa.s 

isigned  by  these  two  senators  in  their  official  capacity,  and  published  to  the  v,-orld 
before  Buy  amendments  bad  been  ofi’ered  to  tise  bill.  I t was  directed  against 
the  committee’s  first  bill  and  report,  and  against  them  alone.  If  the  statenicnts 
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in  this  document  be  true,  that  the  first  bill  did  repeal  the  eighth  section  of  th--; 
Missouri  act,  what  are  wo  to  think  of  the  statements  in  their  speeches  sinre, 
that  such  was  not  the  intention  of  the  committee,  was  not  the  recommendariva 
of  the  report,  and  was  not  the  legal  efiect  of  the  bill  ? On  the  contrary,  it  the 
statements  in  their  subsequent  speeches  are  true,  what  apology  do  those  senarors 
propose  to  ixiake  to  the  Senate  and  country  for  having. falsified  the  action  of  the 
committee  in  a document  over  their  own  signatures,  and  thus  spread  a false 
alarm  among  the  people,  and  misled  the  public  mind  in  respect  to  our  proceed- 
iu^z.s  if  Tiiese  senators  cannot  avoid  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  alternatives. 
Let  them  seize  upon  either,  and  they  stand  condemned  and  self-convicted  ; in 
the  one  case  by  their  manifesto,  and  in  the  other  by  their  speeches. 

1?)  fact,  it  is  clear  that  they  have  understood  the  bill  to  mean  the  same  thing, 
and  to  have  the  same  legal  effect  in  whatever  phavSe  it  has  been  presented. 
When  first  introduced,  they  denounced  it  as  a proposition  to  abrogate  the  Mis- 
souri restriction.  When  amended,  they  repeated  the  same  denunciation,  and  so 
on  each  successive  amendment.  They  now  object  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  for 
the  same  reason,  thus  proving  conclusively  that  they  have  not  the  least  faith  in 
the  correctness  of  their  own  statements  in  respect  to  the  mutation  and  changes 
in  the  bill. 

They  seem  very  unwilling  to  meet  the  real  issue.  They  do  not  like  to  discuss 
the  principle.  There  seems  to  be  somsthing  which  strikes  them  with  terror 
when  you  invite  their  attention  to  that  great  fundamental  principle  of  popular 
eovereignty.  Hence  you  find  that  ail  the  memorials  they  have  presented  are 
against  repealing  the  Missouri  compromise,  and  in  favor  of  the  sanctity  of  com- 
pacts— in  favor  of  preserving  plighted  faith.  The  senator  from  Ohio  is  cautious 
to  dedicxite  his  speech  with  some  such  heading  as  Maintain  Plighted  Faith.’^ 
The  object  is  to  keep  the  attention  of  the  people  as  far  as  possible  from  this 
principle  of  self-government  and  constitutional  rights. 

Well,  sir,  what  is  this  Missouri  compromise,  of  which  we  have  heard  so  much 
of  late  ? It  has  been  read  so  often  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  occupy  the  time 
of  the  Senate  in  reading  it  again.  It  wa.--  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  bth 
of  March,  IS‘20,  to  authorize  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a constitution  and 
a State  government,  preparatory  to  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Unioa. 
T.he  first  section  provided  that  Missouri  should  be  received  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States  in  ail  respects  whatsoever.''  The  last 
and  eighth  section  provided  that  slavery  should  be  “forever  prohibited"  in  all 
the  territory  which  had  been  acquired  from  France  north  of  36^  30',  and  not 
included  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  There  is  nothing  iu  the 
terms  of  the  law  that  purports  to  be  a compact,  or  indicates  that  it  was  any- 
thing more  than  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation.  To  prove  that  it  was  more  than 
it  purports  to  be  on  its  face,  geatiemen  must  produce  other  evidence,  and  prove 
that  there  was  such  an  understanding  as  to  create  a moral  obligation  in  the  na- 
ture of  a compact.  Have  they  shown  it  ? 

I have  heard  but  one  item  of  -evidence  produced  during  this  whole  debate, 
and  that  was  a short  paragraph  from  Niles’s  Register,  published  a few  days  at- 
ter  the  p^'tsage  of  the  act.  Bat  gentlemen  aver  that  it  was  a solemn  compact, 
which  could  not  be  violated  or  abrogated  without  dishonor.  According  to  their 
understanding,  the  contract  was  that,  in  consideration  of  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States  in  all  respects 
whatsoever,  slavery  should  be  prohibited  forever  in  the  Territories  north  of 
30'.  Now,  who  were  the  parties  to  this  allc.^ed  compact  ? They  tell  us  that  .t 
was  a stipulation  between  ti)e  north  and  t.ie  .south.  Sir,  I know  of  no  .m  -.i 
parties  un«ler  the  L'.'a.stitut'ou.  ■ I am  unwilling  that  there  shall  be  any  iucti 
parties  known  in  our  legislation.  If  there  is  such  a geographical  line,  it  ougl’.t 
to  be  obliterated  forevex;  and  there  should  be  no  other  parties  than  thoio  pro- 
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f for  in  the  Constituiion,  viz  : the  States  of  this  Union.  These  are  the  only 

^ narfies  capable  of  contractinf^  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

I * Now,  if  this  was  a compact,  let  us  see  how  it  was  entered  into.  The  bill 
i originated  in  the  House  of  liepresentatives,  and  passed  that  body  without  a 
i southern  vote  in  its  favor.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  however,  that  it  did  not  at 
I ihut  time  contain  the  eighth  section,  prohibiting  slavery  in  the  Territories;  but 
I in  lieu  of  it,  contained  a provision  prohibiting  slavery  in  the  proposed  State  of 
; Missouri.  In  the  Senate,  the  clause  prohibiting  slavery  in  the  State  was  stricken 
out,  and  the  eighth  section  added  to  the  end  of  th.e  bill,  by  the  terms  of  which 
I slavery  was  to  be  forever  prohibited  in  the  territory  not  embraced  in  the  State 
I of  Missouri  north  of  3G°  30'.  The  vote  on  adding  this  section  stood,  in  tho 
i Senate,  34  in  the  afiirmative,  and  10  in  the  negative.  Of  the  northern  sena- 

I tors,  20  voted  for  it  and  2 against  it.  On  the  rjiiestion  of  ordering'the  bjll  to 

t a Uiird  reading  as  amended,  which  was  the  test  vote  on  its  passage,  the  vote 
I stood  24  yeas,  20  nays.  Of  the  northern  senators,  4 only  voted  in  the  aturina- 
I live,  and  IS  in  the  negative.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that,  if  it  was  intended  to 
I be  a compact,  the  north  never  agreed  to  it.  The  northern  senators  voted  to  insert 
I the  prohibition  of  slavery  in  the  Territories ; and  then,  in  the  proporiiou  of 
I more  than  four  to  one,  voted  against  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The  north,  there- 

I fore,  never  sighed  the  compact,  never  consented  to  it,  never  agreed  to  be  bound 

f by  it.  This  fact  becomes  very  important  in  vindicating  the  character  of  the 
1 north  for  repudiating  this  alleged  compromise  a few  mouths  afterwards.  The 
I act  was  approved  and  became  a law  on  the  6th  of  March,  1820.  In  the  sum- 
I mer  of  that  year,  the  people  of  Missouri  formed  a constitution  and  State  gov- 
I ernment  preparatory  to  admission  into  the  Union,  in  conformity  with  the  act. 
I At  the^nest  session  of  Congress,  the  Senate  passed  a joint  resolution  declaring 
. 3Iissouri  to  be  one  of  tho  States  of  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
j.  original  States.  This  resolution  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Kepresentatives, 

I where  it  was  rejected  by  northern  votes,  and  thus  Missouri  was  voted  out  of  the 
i Union,  instead  of  being  received  into  the  Union  under  the  act  of  the  Gth  of 
March,  1820,  now  known  as  the  Missouri  comp>*omise.  Now,  sir,  what  becomes 
of  our  plighted  faith,  if  the  act  of  the  Gth  of  March,  1820,  was  a solemn  com- 
pact, as  we  are  now  told?  They  have  all  rung  the  changes  upon  it,  that  it 
wa.sa  sacred  and  irrevocable  compact,  binding  in  honor,  in  conscience,  and  mo- 
rals, wUicQ  could  not  be  violated  or  repudiated  without  perSdy  and  dishonor ! 
The  two  senators  from  Ohio,  (Mr,  Chase  and  Mr.  Wade,)  the  senator  from 
Massachusetts,  [2Ir.  Sumner.]  the  serator  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Smith,]  the 
senator  from  New  York,  [31  r.  Seward,]  and  perhaps  others,  have  all  assumed 
this  position. 


31r,  Seward.  Will  the  senator  excuse  me  fora  moment? 

Mr.  l>ouglas.  Certainly. 

Mr.  Seward.  Mr.  President,  I have  foreseen  that  it  would  be  probable  that 
the  honorable  senator  from  Illinois  would  have  occasion  to  reply  to  many  argu- 
meiita  which  have  been  made  by  the  opponents  cf  this  measure;  and  it  would 
seem,  therefore,  to  create  a necessity,  on  the  part  of  the  opponents  of  the  bill, 
b)  answer  his  arguments  afterwards.  Yet,  at  the  same  time,  meaning  to  be  fair 
and  desiring  to  have  no  such  advantage  as  the  las'  word,  but  to  leave  it  to  him, 
to  whom  it  rightly  belongs,  I had  proposed,  if  agreeable  to  him,  vv-hen  he  should 
state  anything  which  controverted  my  own  position,  to  make  the  answer  daring 
hi-s  Bpecch,  instead  of  deferring  it  until  afterwards.  To  me  the  last  word  is 
never  of  any  advantage;  but  1 know  that  it  is  to  him,  and  ought  to  be  so  re- 
garded by  him.  I have  a word  to  say  here,  and  I propose  to  say  another  word 
at  another  time  ; but  If  it  be  at  all  uncomfortable  to  tho  senator,  1 will  reserve 
wL.at  I have  to  say  until  after  he  concludes, 

Mr.  Douglas.  If  it  will  take  but  a minute,  I will  yield  now;  but  if  the 
is  to  take  considerable  timC;  I prefer  to  go  on  myself. 
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Mr.  Seward.  No,  sir,  I make  no  loiig  speeches  anywhere ; I never  make  a 
long  speech,  and  therefore  I would  prefer  saying  what  1 have  to  submit  now,  if 
the  honorable  senator  prefers  it. 

Mr.  Douglas.  Very  well. 

Mr.  Seward.  I thought  he  would.  In  the  first  place,  I find  that  the  hono> 
Table  senator  is  coming  upon  my  own  ground  in  regard  to  compromises. 

l^Ir.  Douglas.  That  is  not  a vindication  of  any  point  which  I have  attacked. 
I hope  the  honorable  senator  will  state  bis  point. 

- Mr.  Seward.  I am  going  to  state  the  point,  or  I will  state  nothing.  Who- 
ever will  refer  to  my  antecedents,  will  find  that  in  the  year  1850  1 expressed 
opinions  on  the  subject  of  legislative  compromises  between  the  north  and  south, 
which,  at  that  day,  were  rejected  and  repudiated. 

Mr.  Douglas.  If  the  object  of  the  senator  is  to  go  back,' and  go  througli  all 
his  opinions,  I cannot  yield  t,he  iloor  to  him  ; bat  if  his  object  is  now  to  show 
that  the  north  did  not  violate  the  Missouri  compromise,  I will  yield. 

Jilr.  Seward.  If  the  honorable  senator  will  allow  me  just  one  minute  ami  a 
half,  without  dictating  what  I shall  say  within  that  minute  and  a half,  I shall 
be  satisfied. 

Mr.  Douglas.  Certainly,  I will  consent  to  that. 

Mr.  Seward.  I find  that  the  honorable  senator  from  Illinois  is  standing  upon 
the  ground  upon  which  I stood  in  1850.  I have  nothing  to  say  now,  in  favor 
of  that  ground.  Ou  this  occasion,  I stand  upon  the  ground,  iu  regard  to  com- 
promises, which  has  been  adopted  by  the  country.  Then,  when  the  senator  tells 
me  that  the  nonh  did  not  altogether,  willingly  and  unanimously,  consent  to  the 
compromise  of  18*20,  I agree  to  it;  but  I have  been  overborne  in  the  country, 
OQ  the  ground  that  if  one  northern  man  carried  with  him  a majority  of  Con- 
gress he  bound  the  whole  north.  And  so  I bold  in  regard  to  the  compromise 
of  1820,  that  it  was  carried  by  a vote  which  has  been  held  by  the  south  and  by 
the  honorable  senator  from  Illinois  to  bind  the  north.  The  south  having  re- 
ceived their  consideration  and  equivalent,  I only  hold  him,  upon  his  own  doc- 
trine and  the  doctrine  of  the  south,  bound  to  stand  to  it.  That  is  all  I have  to 
say  upon  that  point. 

A few  words  more  will  cover  all  that  I have  to  say  about  what  the  honorable 
senator  may  say  hereafter  as  to  the  north  repudiating  this  contract.  When  I 
was  absent,  I understood  the  senator  alluded  to  the  fact  that  my  name  appeared 
upon  an  appeal  which  was  issued  by  the  honorable  senator  from  Ohio,  and  some 
other  members  of  Congress,  to  the  people,  on  the  subject  of  this  bill.  Upon 
that  point  it  has  been  my  intention  throughout  to  leave  to  the  honorable  senator 
froiu  Illinois,  and  those  who  act  with  him,  whatever  there  is  of  merit,  ami 
whatever  there  is  of  resporisibirH3’  for  the  present  measure,  and  for  all  the  agi- 
tation and  discussion  upon  it.  Therefore  as  soon  a?  I found,  when  I reiurned 
to  the  Capitol,  that  my  name  was  on  that  paper,  I caused  it  to  to  be  made 
known  and  publi^>aed,  as  fully  .and  extensively  as  I could,  that  I had  never 
b.^en  consalted  in  regard  to  it;  that  i know  nothinj:  about  it;  and  that  the 
merit  of  the  measure,  as  well  as  the  responsibility,  belonged  to  the  hon'}rabie 
senator  from  Ohio,  and  those  who  co-operated  with  him  ; and  that  I had  uevi  r 
seen  the  paper  on  which  be  commented  ; nor  have  I in  any  way  addressed  t.ue 
public  uptm  the  subject. 

5Ir.  Douglas.  I wish  to  ask  the  senator  from  New  York  a question.  II  1 
understood  his  remarks  when  he  spoke,  and  if  I understand  his  speech  as  pub- 
lished, he  averred  that  the  5Iissouri  compromise  was  a compact  between  t le 
north  and  the  south  ; that  the  north  performed  it  on  its  part ; that  it  had  d'lue 
so  taithfuily  for  thirty  years  ; that  the  south  had  receiv*^d  all  its  benetiis,  ai  1 
the  moment  these  benefits  had  been  fully  realized,  the  south  disavowed  the  ob- 
ligations under  which  it  had  received  them.  Ls  not  that  his  position  ? 
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Mr.  Sewarcl.  I am  cot  accustomed  to  answer  questions  put  to  me,  unless 
they  are  entirely  categorical,  and  placed  in  such  a shape  that  I may  know  ex- 
;u-tly,  and  have  time  to  consider,  their  whole  extent.  The  honorable  senator 
from  Illinois  has  put  a very  broad  question.  What  1 mean  to  say,  however, 
and  tiiat  will  answer  his  purpose,  is,  that  bis  position,  and  that  the  position  of 
the  south  is,  that  this  was  a conjprornise  ; and  I say  that  the  north  has  never 
repudiated  that  comprarnise.  Indeed,  it  has  hever  had  the  power  to  do  so. 
Missouri  cams  into  the  Union,  and  Arkansas  came  into  the  Union,  under  that 
compromise  ; and  whatever  individuals  may  have  said,  whatever  individuals, 
more  or  less  humble  than  myself,  may  have  contended,  the  practical  effect  is, 
that  the  south  has  had  all  that  she  could  get  by  that  compromise,  and  that  the 
north  is  now  in  the  predicament  of  being  obliged  to  defend  what  was  left  to  her. 
I believe  that  answers  the  question. 

Mr.  Douglas.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I choose  to  bring  men  directly  up  to 
this  point.  The  senator  from  New  York  has  labored  in  his  whole  speech  to 
make  it  appear  that  this  was  a compact;  that  the  north  had  been  faithful;  and 
that  the  south  acquiesced  until  she  got  all  its  advantages,  and  then  disavowed 
and  sought  to  annul  it.  This  he  pronounced  to  be  bad  faith  ; and  be  made  ap- 
peals about  dishonor.  The  senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Smith]  did  the  same 
thing,  and  so  did  the  senator  from  niassachusetts,  [Mr.  Sumner,]  and  the  sena- 
tor from  CVnio,  [Mr.  Chase.]  That  is  the  great  point  to  which  the  whole  aboli- 
tion party  are  now  directing  all  their  artillery  in  this  battle.  Now,  I propose 
to  bring  them  to  the  point.  If  this  was  a compact,  and  if  what  they  have  said 
is  fair,  or  just,  or  true,  who  was  it  that  repudiated  the  compact  ? 

Mr.  Sumner,  hlr.  President,  the  senator  from  Illinois,  I know,  does  not  in- 
tend to  misstate  my  position.  That  position  as  announced  in  the  language  of 
the  speech  which  1 addressed  to  the  Senate,  and  which  I now  hold  in  my  hand, 
is,  “this  is  an  infraction  of  solemn  obligations,  assumed  beyond  recall  by  the 
south,  on  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  as  a slave  State;  which  was 
one  year  after  the  act  of  1820, 

Mr,  Douglas.  Mr.  President,  I shall  come  to  that;  and  I wish  to  see  whe- 
ther this  was  an  obligation  which  was  assumed  “ beyond  recall.^'  If  it  was  a 
compact  between  the  two  parties,  and  one  party  has  been  faithful,  it  is  beyond 
recall  by  the  other.  If,  however,  one  party  has  been  faithless,  what  shall  we 
think  of  them,  if,  while  faithless,  they  ask  a performance  ? 

Mr.  Sewmrd.  Show  it. 

Mr.  Douglas.  That  is  what  I am  coming  to.  I have  already  stated  that,  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  Missouri  presented  a constitution  in  conformity 
with  the  act  of  18’2U ; that  the  senate  passed  a joint  resolution  to  admit  her  ; 
and  that  the  House  refused  to  admit  Missouri  in  conformity  with  the  alleged 
compacr,  and,  I think,  on  three  distinct  votes  rejecting  her. 

Mr.  Seward.  I beg  my  honorable  friend,  for  I desire  to  call  him  so,  to  answ'er 
me  frankly  whether  he  would  rather  I should  say  what  I have  to  say  in  this 
desultory  way,  or  whether  he  would  prefer  that  I should  answer  him  afterwards; 
because  it  is  with  me  a rule  in  the  Senate  never  to  interrupt  a gentleman,  ex- 
cept to  help  him  in  his  argument. 

Mr.  Douglas,  I would  rather  bear  the  senator  now. 

^tlr.  Seward.  Vvhat  I have  to  say  now,  and  I acknowledge  the  magnanimity 
of  the  senator  from  Illinois  in  allowing  me  to  say  it,  is,  that  the  north  stood  by 
that,  compact  until  fdissouri  came  in  with  a constitution,  one  article  of  which 
denied  to  colored  citizens  of  other  States  the  e<jua!ity  of  privileges  which  were 
allowed  to  all  ot.her  rdtizens  of  th-.'  United  Stntd-'S,  and  then  the  North  insisted 
on  the  right  of  colored  men  to  bo  regarded  as  citizens,  and  entitled  to  the  privi- 
b'ge.s  and  immunirdes  of  citizens.  Upon  that  a new  compromise  was  necessary. 
I hope  I am  candid. 
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]Mr.  Dougtav«^,  The  senator  is  eandid,  I have  no  doubt,  as  he  undcrstan  i? 
the  facts;  but  I undertake  to  luaiutain  that  the  North  objected  to  Missouri  bo- 
cause  she  allowed  slavery,  and  not  because  of  the  free-negro  clause  alone. 

Mr.  Seward.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Douglas,  Now  I will  proceed  to  prove  that  the  North  did  not  objrcr, 
solely  on  a<.*count  of  the  free-negro  clause;  but  that  in  the  House  of  lleprescu.- 
tmives  at  that  time,  the  North  objected  as  well  because  of  slavery  in  regard  to 
free  negroes.  Here  is  the  evidence.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  tic 
l‘2t}i  of  February,  1821,  Mr.  Mallory,  of  V'ermont,  moved  to  amend  the  Senate 
joint  resolution  for  the  admission  of  Missouri,  as  follows  : 

“To  amend  the  said  amendment,  by  striking  out  all  thereof  after  the  word 
res-peefs,  and  inserting  the  following:  ‘Whenever  the  people  of  the  said  State, 
by  a convention,  appointed  according  to  the  manner  provided  by  the  act  to  au- 
thorize the  people  of  Missouri  to  f 'rrn  a constitution  and  State  government,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain  territories,  approved  March  G, 
1820,  adopt  a constitution  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  said  act,  and  shall 
IN  .\DDiTlON  to  said 2^^'ovision,  Jurlher  provide,  in  and  hj  said  constitution,  iha^ 
neither  shivejy  nor  invpiantari/  servitude  shall  ever  he  allowed  in  said  State  of 
Jlissouid,  unless  inflicted  as  a punishment  for  crimes  committed  against  the  laws 
of  said  State,  whereof  the  party  accused  shall  be  duly  convicted  : Provided, 
That  the  civil  condition  of  those  persons  who  now'  are  held  to  service  in  Mis- 
souri shall  not  be  affected  by  this  last  provision.’  ” 

Here  I show,  then,  that  the  proposition  was  made  that  Missouri  should  not 
come  in  unless,  in  addition  to  complying  with  the  Missouri  compromise,  so 
called,  she  would  go  further,  and  prohibit  slavery  witbia  the  limits  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Seward.  Now,  then,  for  the  vote. 

Mr.  Douglas.  The  vote  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays.  I hold  it  in  my  hand. 
Sixty-one  northern  men  voted  for  that  amendment,  and  thirty-three  against  it. 
Thus  the  North,  by  a vote  of  nearly  two  to  one,  expressly  repudiated  a solemn 
com[»act  upon  the  very  matter  in  controversy,  to  wit:  that  slavery  should  not 
be  prohibited  in  the  State  of  Missouri.  ' 

Mr.  Weller.  Let  the  senator  froTu  New  York  answer  that. 

Mr.  I)ouglas,  I should  like  to  hear  his  answer. 

Mr,  Seward.  I desire,  if  I shall  he  obtrusive  by  speaking  in  this  way,  that 
senators  will  at  once  signify,  or  that  any  senator  will  signify  that  I am  obtru- 
sive. But  I make  these  esplantions  in  this  way,  for  the  rea.son  that  I desire  to 
give  the  honorable  senator  from  Illinois  the  p’*ivilege  of  hearing  my  answer  to 
him  as  he  goes  along.  It  is  simply  this  : That  this  doctrine  of  compromises  is. 
as  it  has  been  held,  that  if  so  many  northern  men  shall  go  with  so  many  south- 
ern men  as  to  fix  the  law,  then  it  binds  the  north  and  south  alike.  I there- 
fore have  but  one  answer  to  make  : that  the  vote  for  the  restriction  was  less 
than  the  northern  vote  which  was  given  against  the  whole  compromise. 

Mr.  I>ouglas.  V/ell,  now,  we  come  to  this  point:  Y/e  have  been  told,  dur;ng 
this  debate,  tnat  you  must  not  judge  of  the  north  by  the  minority,  but  by  h<-r 
majority.^  \ on  have  been  told  that  the  minority,  who  stood  by  the  Constitution 
and  the  rights  of  the  south,  were  dough-faces. 

3Ir.  Seward.  I have  not  said  so.  I will  not  say  so. 

Mr.  Douglas.  \ou  have  all  said  so  in  your  speeches,  and  you  have  asked  us 
to  take  the  majority  of  the  north. 

Mr.  Seward.  I spoke  of  ilic  practical  fact,  I never  said  anything  about 
dough-faces. 

Mr.  Douglas.  You  have  a.sked  us  to  take  the  majority  instead  of  the  mi' 
nority. 

Mr.  Seward.  The  majority  of  the  country. 
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IMr.  Douglas.  . I aiu  talking  of  the  majority  of  the  northern  vote. 

Mr.  Seward,  No,  sir. 

i Mr.  Douglas.  I hope- the  senator  will  hear  me.  I wish  to  call  him  to  the 
I issue.  I stated  that  the  north  in  the  House  of  llopresentativcs  voted  against 
? admitting  Missouri  icto  the  Union  under  the  act  of  1820,  and  caused  the  defeat 
I of  that  measure  ; and  he  said  that  tl;ey  voted  against  it  on  the  ground  of  the 
i frec-negro  clause  in  her  constitution,  and  not  upon  the  ground  of  slavery. 
I Now,  I have  shown  by  the  evidence  that  it  was  upon  the  ground  of  Slavery,  as 
1 well  as  upon  the  other  ground;  and  that  a majority  of  the  north  required  not 
[ only  that  Missouri  should  comply  with  the  compact  of  1820,  so  called,  but  that 
I she  should  go  further,  and  give  up  the  whole  consideration  which  the  senator 
I says  the  south  received  from  the  north  for  the  iMissouri  compromise.  The 
I compact,  ho  says,  was  that  in  consideration  of  slavery  being  permitted  in  Mis- 
I Houri,  it  should  be  prohibited  in  the  Territories.  After  having  procured  the 
' prohibition  in  the  Territories,  the  north,  by  a majority  of  her  votes,  refused  to 
admit  ?dissouri  as  a slaveholding  State,  and,  in  violation  of  the  alleged  com- 
pact, required  her  to  prohibit  slavery  as  a further  condition  of  her  adraission. 
This  repudiation  of  the  alleged  compact  by  the  north  is  recorded  by  yeas  and 
nays,  sixty-one  to  thirty-three,  and  entered  upon  the  Journal,  as  an  imperisha- 
ble evidence  of  the  fact.  With  this  evidence  before  us,  against  whom  should 
I the  charge  of  perfidy  be  preferred  ? 

1 Sir,  if  this  was  a compact,  what  must  be  thought  of  those  who  violated  it 
j almost  immediately  after  it  was  formed  ? I say  it  was  a calumny  upon  the  north 
I to  say  that  it  was  a compact.  I should  feel  a hush  of  shame  upon  my  cheek, 
I as  a northern  man,  if  I were  to  say  that  it  was  a compact,  and  that  the  section 
i of  the  country  to  which  I belong  received  the  consideration,  and  then  repudiated 
the  obligation  iu  eleven  months  after  it  wvis  entered  into.  I deny  that  it  was 
' a compact  in  any  sense  of  the  term.  But  if  it  was,  the  record  proves  that  faith 
was  not  observed  ; that  the  contract  was  never  carried  into  effect ; that  after  the 
north  had  procured  the  passage  of  the  act  prohibiting  slavery  in  the  Territories, 
with  a majority  in  the  House  large  enough  to  prevent  its  repeal,  Missouri  w^as 
refused  admission  into  the  Union  as  a slavehoidiug  State,  in  conformity  with 
the  act  of  i^Iarch  6,  1820.  If  the  proposition  be  correct,  as  contended  for  by 
the  opponents  of  this  bill,  that  there  was  a solemn  compact  between  the  north 
and  south  that,  in  consideration  of  the  prohibition  of  slavery  in  the  Territories, 
Missouri  w'as  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  1820, 
that  compact  was  repudiated  by  the  north  and  rescinded  by  the  joint  action  of 
the  two  parties  within  twelve  months  from  its  date.  3Iissouri  was  never  ad- 
mitted under  the  act,  of  the  6th  of  March,  1820.  She  was  refused  admission 
^ under  that  act.  She  was  voted  ouc  of  the  Union  by  northern  vote.s,  notwith- 
■ sbinding  the  stipulation  that  she  should  be  received  ; and,  in  consequence  of 
i these  facts,  a new  compromise  was  rendered  necessary,  by  the  terms  of  which 
I Missouri  was  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  conditioLially — admitted  on  a condi- 
I t;on  not  embraced  in  the  act  of  I&20,  and,  in  addition,  to  a full  compliance  with 
I all  the  provisions  of  said  act.  if,  then,  the  act  of  1820,  by  the  eighth  section 
I of  which  slavery  wms  prohibited  in  the  Territories,  was  a compact,  it  is  char  to 
I the  comprehension  of  every  fair-minded  man  that  the  refusal  of  the  north  to 
I admit  Missouri,  in  compliance  with  its  stipulatious,  and  without  further  condi- 
[ tious,  imposes  upon  us  a high  moral  obligation  to  remove  the  prohibition  of 
J aiavery  in  the  Territories,  since  it  has  been  shown  to  have  been  procured  upon 
a condition  never  performed. 

: M,r.  President,  inasmuch  as  t oe  senator  from  New  York  has  taken  great  pains 

. to  impia -(3  upon  the  public  mind  of  the  north  the  conviction  that  the  act  of 
I 1820  was  a solemn  compact,  the  violation  or  repudiation  of  which  by  either 
. p’irty  involves  perfidy  and  dishonour,  I wish  to  cill  the  attention  of  that  senator 
j [Mr.  SewaeoJ  to  the  fact^  that  bb  own  State  was  tbo  first  to  repudiate  tbo 
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compact  and  to  instruct  her  senators  in  Congress  not  to  admit  Missouri  into  th..^ 
Union  in  compliance  with  it,  nor  unless  slavery  should  be  prohibited  in  luv- 
State  of  3Iissouri.  • ' 

Mr.  Seward.  3.'bat  is  so. 

Mr.  Uouglas.  I have  the  resolutions  before  me,  in  the  printed  Journal  o' 
the  Senate.  The  senator  from  New  York  is  familiar  with  the  fact,  and  frank; v 
admits  it; 

- , State  op  New  York, 

In  Assembly,  Kovemherj  13,  1820. 

Whereas  the  legislature  of  this  State,  at  the  last  session,  did  instruct  tliCT 
senators  and  request  their  representatives  in  Congress  to  oppose  the  admission, 
as  a State,  into  the  Union,  of  any  territory  not  comprised  within  the  origina.' 
boundaries  of  the  United  States,  without  making  the  prohibition  of  slavery 
therein  an  iodispensable  condition  of  admission ; and  whereas  this  legislature  is 
impressed  with  the  correctness  of  the  sentiments  so  communicated  to  our  sena- 
tors and  representatives  : Therefore — 

Resolved,  (if  the  honorabio  the  Senate  concur  herein,)  That  this  legislature 
does  approve  of  the  principles  contained  in  the' resolutions  of  the  last  session ; 
and  further,  if  the  provisions  contained  in  any  proposed  constitution  of  a new 
State  deny  to  any  citizens  of  the  existing  States  the  privileges  and  immuuitic^ 
of  citizens  of  such  new  State,  that  such  proposed  constitution  should  not  be 
accepted  or  confirmed  ; the  same,  in  the  opinion  of  this  legislature,  being  void 
, by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  And  that  our  senators  be  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  in  Congress  be  rec|uestecl,  to  use  their  utmost  exertions 
to  prevent  the  acceptance  and  confirmation  of  any  such  consticution.” 

It  will  be  seen  by  these  resolutions,  that  at  the  previous  session  the  N^w 
Y^ork  legislature  had  instructed^'  the  senators  from  that  State  ‘‘toopios;-; 
THE  ADMISSION,  AS  A STATE,  INTO  THE  UnION  OF  ANY  TERRITORY  DOt  com- 
prised within  the  original  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  without  makino 
THE  PR01IIP>rn0N  OF  SLAVERY  THEREIN  AN  INDISPENSABLE  CONDITION  OF  AD- 
MISSION." 

These  instructions  are  not  confined  to  territory  north  of  36*^  30k  They  apply, 
and  were  intended  to  apply,  to  the  whole  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  an i 
to  all  territory  which  might  hereafter  be  acquired. , They  deny  the  right  if 
Arkansas  to  admission  as  a . lavehoiding  State,  as  welt  as  Missouri.  They  lay 
down  a general  principle  to  bo  applied  and  insisted  upon  every w'here,  and  iipah 
eases,  and  under  all  circumstances.  These  resolutions  were  first  adopted  : 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March  6,  1820,  which  the  senator  now  cltcoses  t i 
call  a compact.  But  they  were  renewed  and  repeated  on  the  13th  of  Nuvem- 
ber  1820.  a little  more  than  eight  months  after  the  adoption  of  the  Missc-::”’ 
compromise,  as  instructions  to  the  New  York  senators  to  resist  the  admi-J  -n  . 
31is.souri  as  a slavehoiding  State,  notwithstandimr  the  stipulations  in  the  aih-g.  i 
compact.  Now’,  let.  me  ask  the  senator  from  New  York  by  what  authoruy  ne 
declared  and  published  in  his  speech  that  the  act  of  1820,  was  a compact  svhn-.i 
could  not  be  violated  or  repudiated  without  a sacrifice  of  honour,  iustice,  a i 
good  faith.  Perhaps  he.  will  shelter  himself  behind  the  resolutions  ot  e ^ 
State,  which  he  preset  ted  this  session,  branding  this  bill  as  a violation  of  phchio  d 
faith. 

YTr.  Seward.  Will  the  senator  allow  me  a wmrd  of  explanation  ? 

Ylr.  Pougias.  (jerrainly,  with  a great  deal  of  pleasure, 

Mr.  Seward.  I wish  simply  to  say  that  the  State  of  New  York,  for  no  'f 
thirty  years,  has  refused  to  make  any  eompact  on  any  terms  by  which  a cmev'^- 
Bion  should  be  made  for  the  exteubieu  of  slavery.  Bat,  by  the  practical  rv  imn 
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of  the  CoDgrcss  of  the  Uoited  States,  compromises  have  been  made,  which,  it 
is  held  by  tfie  honorable  senator  from  Illinois  and  by  the  south,  bind  her  against 
her  consent  and  approval.  And  therefore  she  stands  throughout  this  whole 
tnatter  upon  the  same  ground — always  refusing  to  enter  into  a compromise, 
alwavs  insisting  upon  the  prohibition  of  slavery  within  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States.  But,  on  this  occasion,  we  stand  here  with  a contract  which  has 
stood  for  thirty  years,  notwithstanding  our  protest  and  dissent,  and  in  which 
there  is  nothing  left  to  be  fultilied  except  that  part  which  is  to  be  beneficial  to 
us.  All  the  rest  has  been  fulfilled,  and  we  stand  here  with  our  old  opinions  on 
the  whole  subject  of  compromises,  deiuancling  fulfillment  on  the  part  the  south, 
which  the  honorable  senator  from  Illinois  on  the  present  occasion  represents. 

Mr.  Douglas.  Mr.  President,  the  senator  undoubtedly  speaks  for  himself 
very  frankly  and  very  candidly. 

Mr.  Seward.  Certainly  I do. 

>Ir.  Douglas.  But  I d"eny  that  on  this  point  he  speaks  for  the  State  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  Seward.  We  shall  see. 

Mr.  Douglas.  I will  state  the  reason  why  I say  so.  He  has  presented  here 
resoIuUons  of  the  State  of  2nMw  York  which  have  been  adopted  this  year,  de- 
claring the  act  of  iMarch  6,  1820,  to  be, a “solemn  compact,’’^ 

I read  from  the  second  resolution  : 

at  the  same  time  duty  to  themselves  and  to  the  other  States  of  the 
Union  demands  that  when  an  effort  is  making  to  violate  a solemn  cornpeact, 
whereby  the  political  power  of  the  State  and  the  privileges  as  well  as  the  ho- 
nest sentiments  of  its  citizens  will  be  jeoparded  and  invaded,  they  should  raise 
their  voice  in  protest  against  the  threatened  infraction  of  their  rights,  and  de- 
clare that  the  negution  or  repeal  by  Congress  of  the  Missouri  compromise  will 
be  regarded  by  them  as  a violation  of  right  and  of  faith,  and  destructive  of 
that  confidence  and  regard  which  should  attach  to  the  enactments  of  the  fede- 
ral legislature.’^ 

^Ir.  President,  I cannot  let  the  senator  off  on  the  plea  that  I,  for  the  sake  of 
the  argument,  in  reply  to  him  and  other  opponents  of  this  bill,  have  called  it  a 
compact ; or  that  the  south  have  called  it  a compact ; or  that  other  friends  of 
Nebraska  have  called  it  a compact  which  has  been  violated  and  rendered  inva- 
lid. He  and  his  abolition  confederates  have  arraigned  me  for  a violation  of  a 
compact,  which,  they  say,  is  binding  in  morals,  in  conscience  and  honor.  I 
have  shown  that  the  legislature  of  New  York,  at  its  present  session,  has  de- 
clared it  to  be  “ a solemn  compact,”  and  that  its  repudiation  would  “ be  regard- 
ed by  them  as  a violation  of  right,  and  of  faith,  and  destructive  of  confidence, 
and  regard.”  I have  also  shown,  that  if  it  be  such  a compact,  the  State  of 
New  York  stands  seif-condemned  and  self-convicted  as  the  first  to  repudiate 
and  violate  it. 

But  since  the  senator  has  chosen  to  make  an  issue  with  me  in  respect  to  the 
action  of  New  York,  with  the  view  of  condemning  my  conduct  hero,  I will  in- 
vite the  attention  of  the  senator  to  another  portion  of  these  resolutions.  Ee- 
ffrrlng  to  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  Nebraska  bill,  the  legislature  of  New 
York  says  : 

‘‘That  the  adoption  of  thi.s  provision  wmuld  be  in  derogation  of  the  truth,  a 
gross  viohit'on  of  plighted  faith,  and  an  outrage  and  iudig'nitv  upon  the  free 
States  of  the  Union,  whose  assent  has  been  yielded  to  the  admission  into  the 
I nion  of  Mi.ssouri  and  Arkansa.s,  with  slavery,  in  reliance  uiioa  T.he  faithful 
observance  of  the  provision  now  sought  to  be  abrogated  known  as  the  ^Missouri 
compromise,  whereby  slavery  wms  declared  to  be  ‘ forever  prohibited  in  all  that 
territory  ceded  by  Prance  to  the  United  States,  under  the  name  of  Lousiana, 
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which  lies  north  of  8G^  30'  north  latitude,  not  included  within  the  limits  of 
the  State  of  Missouri.” 

I have  no  comments  to  make  upon  the  courtesy,  and  propriety  exhibited  in 
this  legislative  declaration,  that  a provision  in  a bill,  reported  by  a regular 
committee  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  known  to  be  approved  by 
three-fourths  of  the  body,  and  which  has  since  received  the  sanction  of  their 
votes,  is  “ in  derogation  of  truth,  a gross  violation  of  plighted  faith,  and  an 
outrage  and  indignity/’  &c.  The  opponents  of  this  measure  claim  a monopoly 
of  all  the  courtesies  and  amenities,  which  should  be  observed  among  gentlemen, 
and  especial!}'  in  the  performance  of  official  duties ; and  I am  free  to  say  tiiat 
this  is  one  of  the  mildest  and  most  respectful  forms  of  expression  in  v/liich  they 
have  indulged.  But  there  is  a declaration  in  this  resolution  to  which  I wish  to 
invite  the  particalar  attention  of  the  Senate  and  the  country.  It  is  the  distinct 
allegation  that  “ the  free  States  of  the  Union,”  including  New  York,  yielded 
their  “assent  to  the  admission  into  the  Union  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  with 
slavery,  in  reliance  upon  the  faithful  observance  of  the  provision  known  as  the 
Missouri  compromise.” 

Now,  sir,  since  the  legislature  of  New  York  has  gone  out  of  its  way  to  ar- 
raign the  State  on  matters  of  truth,  I vriil  demonstrate  that  this  paragraph  con- 
tains two  material  statements  in  direct  “derogation  of  truth.”  I have  already 
shown,  beyond  controversy,  by  the  records  of  the  legislature,  and  by  the  jour- 
nals of  the  Senate,  that  New  York  never  did  give  her  assent  to  the  admission 
of  Missouri  with  slavery  1 Hence,  I must  be  permitted  to  say,  in  the  polite 
language  of  her  own  resolutions,  that  the  statement  that  New  Y^ork  yielded  her 
assent  to  the  admission  of  Missouri  with  slavery  is  in  “ derogation  of  truth  I” 
and,  secondly,  the  .statement  that  such  assent  was  given  “in  reliance  upon  the 
faithful  observance  of  the  Missouri  compromise”  is  equally  “ in  derogation  of 
truth.”  New  Y^ork  never  assented  to  the  admission  of  Missouri  as  a slave 
State,  never  assented  to  what  she, now  calls  the  IMissouri  compromise,  never  ob- 
served its  stipulations  as  a compact,  never  has  been  willing  to  carry  it  out ; 
but  on  the  contrary  has  always  resisted  it,  as  I have  demonstrated  by  her  own 
records. 

Mr.  Pre.sidcnt,  I have  before  me  other  journals,  records,  and  instruction.^;, 
which  prove  that  New  York  was  not  the  only  free  State  that  repudiated  the 
Missouri  compromi-e  of  13‘20  within  twelve  months  from  its  date.  I will  not 
occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  at  this  late  hour  of  the  night  by  referring  to 
them,  unless  some  opponent  of  the  bill  renders  it  necessary.  In  that  event,  I 
may  be  able  to  place  otiier  stmators  and  their  States  in  the  same  unenviable 
position  in  which  the  senator  from  New  Y"ovk  has  found  himself  and  his  State. 

I think  I have  shown,  that  to  call  the  act  of  the  6th  of  March  1820  a com- 
pact, binding  in  honor,  i.s  to  cb.arge  the  northern  States  of  this  Union  wiih  an 
act  of  perfidy  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  legislation  or  of  civilization.  I 
have  already  adverted  to  tlio  facts,  that  in  the  summer  of  1820  Missouid lonned 
her  constitution,  in  conforniity  wi  ,h  the  act  of  the  Gth  of  March  ; tha*  it  w.as 
presented  to  Congress  at  the  next  session  ; that  the  senate  passed  a joint  rcsidu- 
tion  declaring  her  to  be  one  of  the  States  of  the  Unioh,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States;  and  that  the  house  of  representatives  rejected  it,  ano 
refused  to  allow  her  to  come  into  the  Union,  because  her  constitution  did  not 
prohibit  slavery. 

These  facts  created  the  nocc.ssity  for  a new  compromise,  the  old  one  having 
failed  of  its  object,  which  wa:S  to  bring  Jlissouri  into  the  Ibiion.  At  this  re- 
riod  in  the  order  of  evt-nt.^ — -in  February  1821 — when  the  excitement 
almost  beyond  restraint,  and  a great  fundamental  principle,  involving  thf2  right 
of  the  people  of  the  new  States  to  regulate  their  own  domestic  institution.'*,  a 
dividing  the  Union  into  two  great  ho.stile  parties — Henry  Claj;  of  Iventu.ky, 
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; c:imo  t’orwanl  with  a new  coniproniise,  which  had  the  effect  to  change  the  issue 
uu'i  make  the  result  of  the  controversy  turn  upon  a different  point.  He  brought 
# in  a resolution  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  not  in  pursuance 
1 of  the  act  of  1820,  not  in  obedience  to  the  understanding  when  it  was  adopted, 

V and  not  with  her  constitution  as  it  had  been  formed  in  conformity  with  that  act,. 

I but  he  proposed  to  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union  upon  a “ fundamental  condi- 

I tion,”  which  condition  was  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a solemn  compact  between 

I'  the  United  States  on  the  one  part  and  the  State  of  Missouri  on  the  other  part, 

f and  to  which  ‘‘  fundamental  condition’^  the  State  of  .Missouri  vras  required  to 

I declare  her  assent  in  the  form  of  a “ solemn  public  act."”  This  joint  resolution 

f passed,  and  was  approved  March  2,  1821,  and  is  known  as  Mr.  Clay’s  Missouri 

I compromise,  in  contradiction  to  that  of  1820,  which  was  introduced  into 
I the  Senate  by  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Illinois.  In  the  month  of  June,  1821,  the  leg- 

I islature  of  Missouri  assembled  and  passed  the  solemn  public  act,”  and  fur- 

I nished  an  authenticated  cop>j  thereof  to  tlie  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
I compliance  with  3Ir.  Clay’s  compromise,  or  joint  resolution.  On  August  10, 

I 1821,  James  Monroe,  President  of  the  Unite-l  States,  issued  his  proclamation,  in 

I which,  after  reciting  the  fact  that  on  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  Congress  had 

f passed  a joint  resolution  ‘‘  pro'.iding  for  the  adtiiission  of  the  State  of  Missouri 

I into  the  Union,  on  a certain  condition  and  that  the  general  assembly  of  3Iis- 

I scuri,  on  the  2Gth  of  June,  having,  ‘‘  by  a solemn  public  act,  declared  the  as- 

I sent  of  said  State  of  Til-souri  to  the  fundamental  condition  contained  in  said 

^ joint  resolution,”  ani  having  famished  him  with  an  authentic  copy  thereof,  he, 

I in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  aforesaid,”  declared  the  admissioa 
I of  Missouri  to  be  complete. 

I do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  dis.cuss  the  question  nvhether  the  conditions 
upon  which  Missouri  was  admitted  were  wise  or  unwise.  It  is  sufficient  for  my 
present  purpose  to  remark,  that  the  “ fundamental  condition”  of  her  admission 
related  to  certain  clauses  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  in  respect  to  the  mi- 
gration of  free  negroes  into  that  St<ate;  clauses  similar  to  those  now  in  force  in 
\ the  constitutions  of  Illinois  and  Indiana,  and  perhaps  other  States  ; clauses  sim- 
I ilar  to  the  provisions  of  Lw  in  force  at  that  time  in  many  of  the  old  States  of 
t the  Pinion;  and,  I will  add,  clauses  which,  in  my  opinion,  3Iissouri  had  a right 

I to  adopt  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Suites.  It  is  no  answer  to  this 

i position  to  say,  that  those  clauses  in  the  constitution  of  ^Missouri  were  in  viola- 
' tion  of  the  Constitution,  if  they  did  not  confiict  with  the  Constitution  of  the- 

I United  States,  they  were  void  ; if  they  were,  not  in  conflict,  iHissouri  had  a right 

■ tn  put  them  there,  and  to  pass  all  laws  necess.my  to  carr}"  them  into  effect. 

1 hether  such  conflict  did  exi.'st  is  a question  wliich,  by  the  Constitution,  can 
I only  be  determined  aiulioritutively  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

I Congress  is  not  the  appropriate  and  competent  tribunal  to  adjudicate  and  deter- 
I mine  questions  of  conrlict  between  the  constitution  of  a State  and  that  of  the 
I United  States.  Had  .Missouri  been  admitted  without  any  condition  or  restric- 
tion, slie  would  have  had  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  iier  constitution  and 
. fights  in  the  Supreme  Court — the  tribunal  created  by  the  Constitution  for  that 
purpose. 

y>y  the  condition  imposed  on  Missouri,  Congress  not  only  deprived  that  State 
I of  a right  which  she  believed  she  possessed  under  the-  Constitution  of  the 
! oited  States,  but  denied  her  tiie  privilege  of  vindicating  that  right  in  the 
I appropriate  and  constitutional  tribunals,  by  compelling  her,  by  a solemn  pub- 
I lie  act,”  tOi  give  an  irrevocable  pledge  never  to  exercise  or  claim  the  right..* 
f Therefore  Missouri  oamo  in  under  a hiuniliating  condition — a camlition  not  im- 
\ posud  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  whicii  destroys  the  ]>rinoU 
j P‘C  of  equality  which  should  exist,  nrui  by  the  Constitution  does  exist,  be- 
I twceo  all  the  States  of  this  Union  ThU  iuoquaiity  resulted  from  Mr.  Clay's 
I conj promise  of  1821,  and  is  the  principle  upon  which  that  compromise  was 
i 25 
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constructed.  T own  that  the  act  is  couched  in  general  terms  and  vague  phrases 
and  therefore  may  possibly  be  so  construed  as  not  to  deprive  the  State  of  nay 
right  she  might  possess  under  the  Constitution.  Upon  that  point  I wish  onlv 
to  sav,  that  such  a construction  makes  the  “ fundamental  condition’^  void, 
while  the  opposite  construction  would  demonstrate  it  to  be  unconstitutional.  1 
have  before  me  \be  ^Usolemn  public  act’^  of  IMissouri  to  this  fundamental  con- 
dition. Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  it  will  find  it  the  richest  speei- 
men  of  irony  and  sarcasm  that  has  ever  been  incorporated  into  a solemn  public 
act. 

Sir,  in  view  of  these  facts  1 desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  senator  from 
New  Tork  to  a statement  in  his  speech,  upon  which  the  greater  part  of  his  ar- 
gument rested.  His  statement  was,  and  it  is  now  being  published  in  every 
abolition  paper,  and  repeated  by  the  whole  tribe  of  abolition  'orators  and  lectu- 
rers, that  ^Missouri  was  aduiitted  as  a slaveholding  State,  under  the  act  of  ISfii) ; 
while  I have  shown,  by  the  President’s  proclamation  of  August  10,  1821,  that 
she  W'as  admitted  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  lUarch  2,  1821.  Thus  it  is 
shown  that  the  material  point  of  his  speech  is  contradicted  by  the  highest  evi- 
dence— the  record  in  the  case.  The  same  statement,  I believe,  was  made  by 
the  senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Smith]  and  the  senators  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Chase  and  Mr.  Wade]  and  the  senator  from  ^Massachusetts  ’ [Mr.  i^umner.] 
Each  of  these  senators  made  and  repeated  this  statement,  and  upon  the  strength 
of  this  erroneous  assertion  called  upon  us  to  carry  into  eitect  tlie  eighth  section 
of  the  same  act.  The  material  fact  upon  which  their  arguments  rested  being 
overthrown, *of  course  their  conclusions  are  erroneous  and  deceptive. 

Mr,  Seward.  I hope  the  Senator  will  yield  for  a moment,  because  I have 
never  had  so  much  respoct  for  him  as  I have  to-night. 

r*lr.  Douglas.  I see  what  course  I have  to  pursue  in  order  to  command  the 
Senator’s  respect,  I know  now  how  to  get  it.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  vSeward.  Any  man  W’bo  meets  meets  me  boldly  commands  mj  respect, 
I say  tliat  Missouri  would  not  have  been  admitted  at  ail  into  the  Union  by  the 
United  States  except  upon  the  compromise  of  1820.  MTien  that  point  was 
settled  about  the  restriction  of  slavery,  it  was  settled  in  this  way  ; that  .slie 
thould  come  in  with  slavery,  and  that  all  the  rest  of  the  Louisiana  purchase, 
which  is  now  known  as  Nebraska,  should  be  forever  free  from  slavery.  Missouii 
adopted  a constitution,  which  wa.s  thouglit  by  the  northern  States  to  infringe 
upon  the  right  of  citizenship  guarantied  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  a new  point  altogether;  and  upon  that  point  debate  wa.*?  held 
and  upon  it  a new  compromise  was  made,  and  ddissouri  came  into  the  Union 
upon  the  agreement  that,  in  regard  to  that  question,  she  submitted  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  so  she  was  admitted  into  the  Union, 

Mr.  Douglas.  Mr.  President,  I must  remind  the  senator  again  that  I have 
already  proven  that  he  was  in  error  in  stating  that  the  north  objected  to  the  ad- 
!ui>siou  of  ^Missouri  merely  on  account  of  the  free  negro  clause  in  her  con-ti- 
lution.  I have  proven  by  the  vote  that  the  north  objected  to  her  admi'shat 
because  sUe  tolerated  slavery;  this  objection  was  sustained  by  the  north  by  a 
vote  of  nearly  two  to  one.  He  cannot  shelter  himself,  therefore,  under  the  frc'.' 
negro  dodge,  so  long  as  there  is  a distinct  vote  of  the  north  objecting  to  her  adiiii.'- 
sion ; becau.se,  in  addition  to  complying  with  the  act  of  1820,  she  did  not  al  ■ 
prohibit  slavery,  which  was  the  only  consideration  that  the  south  was  to  have 
for  agreeing  to  the  prohibition  of  slavery  in  the  Territories.  Then,  having  de- 
prived the  senator,  by  conclusive  evidence  from  the  record.s,  of  that  preti 
what  do  I drive  him  to?  ] c-mpei  him  tv  acknowledge  that  a new  comprom 
was  made. 

Mr.  Seward.  Certainly  there  was. 

IMr.  Douglas.  Then,  I a- k,  why  was  it  made?  Because  the  north  iiou'-i 
net  carry  out  the  first  one.  And  the  best  evidence  that  the  north  did  not  carry 
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out  tbo  first  one  is  the  senator's  admission  that  the  south  was  compelled  to  sub- 
net to  a new  one.  Then,  if  there  was  a new  compromise  made^  did  IMis- 
£uuri  come  in  under  the  new  one  or  the  old  one. 

31  r.  Seward.  Imder  both. 

Mr.  Douglas.  This  is  the  first  time,  in  this  .debate,  dt  has  been  intimated 
that  3Iissouri  came  in  under  two  acts  of  Congress.  The  senator  did  not  allude 
to  the  resolution  of  1S'21  in  his  speech;  none  of  the  opponents  of  th.is  bill  have 
{.aid  it.  Dut  it  is  now  admitted  that  she  did  not  (onio  into  the  Union  under 
ibc  act  of  1820' alone.  She  had  been  voted  out  under  the  first  compromise,  and 
this  vote  compelled  her  to  make  a new  one,  and  she  came  in  under  the  new  one; 
and  yet  the  senator  from  New  York,  in  his  speech,  declared  to  the  world  that 
she  came  in  under  the  first  one.  This  is  not  an  immaterial  question.  His 
whole  speech  rest.s  upon  that  misapprehension  or  misstatement  of  the  record. 

3Ir.  Seward.  You  bad  better  say  misapprehension. 

Mr.  Douglas.  Very  well.  V»’e  will  call  it  by  that  name.  His  whole  argu- 
ment depends  upon  that  misapprehension.  After  stating  that  the  act  of  1820 
w:is  a compact,  and  that  the  north  performed  its  part  of  it  in  good  faith,  be  ar- 
raigns the  friends  of  this  bill  for  proposing  to  annul  the  eighth  section  of 
the  act  of  1820  without  first  turning  Olissouri  out  of  the  Union,  in  order 
that  slavery  may  he  abolished  therein  by  the  act  of  Congress.  He  says  to  us, 
in  substance ; “ Gentlemen,  if  you  are  going  to  rescind  the  compact,  have  res- 
pect for  that  great  law  of  morals,  of  hone.sty,  and  of  conscience,  wbich  compels 
you  first  to  surrender  the  consideration  which  you  have  received  ‘under  the  com- 
pact.’ ” I concur  with  him  in  regard  to  the  obligation  to  restore  consideration 
when  a contract  is  rescinded.  And,  inasmuch  as  the  prohibition  in  the  Terri- 
tories north  of  SG^  30'  was  obtained,  accordmg  to  his  own  statomenr,  by  an  / 
agreement  to  admit  Missouri  as  a slaveholding  8tate  on  an  equal  footing  with 
tlic  original  States,  “in  all  respects  whatsoever,”  as  specified  iu  the  first  section 
of  the  act  of  1820  ,*  and,  inasmuch  as  3lissouri  was  refused  admission  under 
s.dd  act,  and  was  compelled  to  submit  tea  new'  compromise  in  1821,  and  was 
then  received  into  the  Union  on  a fundamental  condition  of  inequality,  I call 
on  him  and  his  abolition  confederates  to  restore  the  consideration  whicli  they 
have  received,  in  the  shape  of  a prohibition  of  slavery  north  of  36°  30',  under 
It  compromise  which  they  repudiated,  and  refused  to  carry  into  effect.  I call 
on  them  to  correct  the  erroneous  statement  in  respect  to  the  admission  of  31is- 
sjcri,  and  to  make  a restitution  of  tire  consideration  by  voting  for  this  bill.  I 
repeat,  that  this  is  not- an  immaterij  I statement.  It  is  the  point  upon  which 
the  abolitionists  rest  their  whole  argument.  They  could  not  get  up  a show  of 
pretext  against  the  great  principle  of  self-government  involved  in  this  bill,  if 
ti.ey  could  not  repeat  all  the  time,  as  the  senator  from  New  York  did  in  his 
speech,  that  Missouri  came  into  the  Union  with  slavery,  in  conformity  to  the 
compact  which  was  made  by  the  act  of  1820,  and  that  the  south,  having  re- 
C'oved  the  consideration,  is  no'v  trying  to  cheat  th.e  north  out  of  her  part  ot  the 
Unjefits.  I have  proven  that,  afrer  abolitionism  had  gained  its  point  so  far  .as 
the  eighth  section  of  the  act  prohibited  slavery  in  the  Territory,  3Iissouri  was 
^-'^n:ed  admission  by  northern  votes  until  she  entered  into  a compact  by  ^Yh!ch 
•'he  was  understood  to  surrender  an  important  right  now  exercised  by  several 
8 Cites  of  the  Union. 

dir.  President,  I did  not  wish  to  refer  to  these  things.  I did  not  understand 
them  fully  in  all  their  bearin 's  at  tlie  time  1 made  my  first  speech  on  this  sub- 
^’Ct. ; and,  so  far  os  1 was  fara  liar  with  them,  I made  as  little  reference  to  tliom 
•i’f  was  consistent  with  my  duty;  because  it  was  a iiiurrifying  reflection  to  me, 
a N.  rthera  man,  that  we  hud  not  been  able,  iu  consequence  of  the  abolition 
^■iciteiuent  at  the  time,  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  bad  faith  iu  the  observance 
legaslatioD,  which  has  been  deriomiuated  a eornpromi.se.  There  were  a few 
i-i-  n theu^  as  there  are  noW;  who  had  the  moral  courage  to  perform  their  duty 
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to  the  country  and  the  Constitution,  regardless  of  consequences  personal  to 
themselves.  There  were  ten  Northern  men  who  dared  to  perform  their  duty  by 
voting  to  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  and  with  no  other  restriction  than  that  imposed  by  the  Constitution,  I 
am  aware  that  they  were  abused  and  denounced  as  we  are  now;  that  they  v.-ero 
branded  as  dough-faces,  traitors  to  freedom,  and  to  the  section  of  the  country 
'whence  they  come. 

Mr.  Geyer.  They  honored  Mr.  Lanman,  of  Connecticut,  by  burning  him  in 
effigy. 

Mr.  Douglas.  Yes,  sir;  these  Abolitionists  honored  Mr.  Lanman  in  Connec- 
ticut just  as  they  are  honoring  me  in  Boston,  and  other  places,  by  burning  Uie 
in  effigy. 

Mr.  Cass.  It  will  do  you  no  harm. 

Mr.  Douglas.  Well,  sir,  I know  it  will  not;  but  why  this  burning  in  effigy? 
It  is  the  legitimate  consequences  of  the  address  which  was  sent  forth  to  tlie 
world  ,by  certain  Senators  whom  I denominated,  on  a former  occasion,  as  the 
Abolition  confe^lerates.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  presented  here  the  other  day 
a resolution — he  says  unintentionally,  and  I take  it  so — declaring  that  every 
Senator  who  advocoted  this  hill  was  a traitor  to  his  country,  to  humanity,  and 
to  God;  and  even  he  seemed  to  be  shocked  at  the  results  of  his  own  advice 
■when  it  was  exposed.  Yet  he  did  not  seem  5^.0  know  that  it  was,  in  substance, 
what  he  had  advised  in  bis  address,  over  bis  own  signature,  when  he  called  upon 
the  people  to  asscmhle  in  public  meetings  and  thunder  forth  their  indignation 
at  the  criminal  betrayal  of  precious  rights;  when  he  appealed  to  ministers  of 
the  gospel  to  desecrate  their  holy  cailing, -and  attempted  to  inflame  passions, 
and  fanaticism,  and  prejudice  against  Senators  who  would  not  consider  them- 
selves very  highly  couipiimented  b}'  being  called  his  equals?  xVnd  yet,  when 
the  natural  consequences  of  his  own  action  and  advice  come  back  upon  him,  and 
he  presents  them  here,  and  is  called  to  an  account  for  the  indecency  of  the  act, 
he  professes  his  profound  regret  and  surprise  that  anythius  should  have  occur- 
red which  could  possibly  be  deemed  unkind  or  disrespectful  to  any  member  of 
this  body ! 

Mr.  Sumner.  I rise  merely  to  correct  the  Senator  in  a statement  in  regard 
to  myself,  to  the  effect  that  I had  said  that  3Iissouri  came  into  the  Union  under 
the  act  of  ISfO,  instead  of  the  act  of  1S21.  I forebore  to  designate  any  parti- 
cular act  under  which  Missouri  came  into  the  Union,  but  simply  asserted,  as 
the  result  of  the  long  controversy  with  regard  to  her  admission,  and  as  the  end 
of  the  whole  transaction,  that  she  was  received  as  a slave  State;  and  that  on 
being  so  received,  whether  sooner  or  later,  whether  under  the  act  of  1S20  or 
1821,  the  obligations  of  the  compact  were  fixed — irrevocably  fixed — so  far  as 
the  South  is  concerned. 

Mr.  Douglas.  The  Senator  s explanation  does  not  help  him  at  all.  He  says 
he  did  not  state  under  whet  act  Mis-ouri  carno  in  ; but  he  did  say,  as  I under- 
stood him,  that  the  aer  of  1 bU.O  was  a compact,  and  that,  according  to  that  com- 
pact, Missouri  was  to  come  in  with  slavery,  provided  slavery  should  be  prohi- 
bited in  certain  territories,  ami  did  come  in  in  pursuance  of  the  compact.  He 
now  uses  the  word  “'compact.’^  To  what  ctniipact  does  he  allude?  Is  it  not' to 
the  act  of  1820?  If  he  did  not,  -what  becomes  of  his  conclm^ion  that  the  8tb 
section  of  that  act  is  irr  ^pcalable  ? He  -will  not  venture  to  deny  that  his  refer- 
ence was  to  the  act  of  1 'i20.  Did  he  refer  to  the  joint  re.mlution  of  1821,  un- 
der which  31issouri  was  idmittc<l?  If  so,  we  do  not  propose  ti>  repeal  it.  Vv  c 
admit  that  it  was  a c-m’-'ict,  ai.d  that  i‘s  obligations  are  irrevocably  fixed.  ILr. 
that  joint  resolution  docs  not  prohibit  slavery  in  the  territories.  The  Ncbra.-ka 
bill  does  not  propose  to  repeal  it,  or  impair  its  obligations  in  any  way.  Tbc-n, 
sir,  why  not  take  back,  your  coiroction,  and  admit  that  you  did  mean  the  act  of 
1820,  when  you  spoke  of  irrevocable  obligations  and  compacts?  Assumiijg, 
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then,  that  the  Senator  meant  what  he  is  now  unwilling  either  to  admit  or  deny, 
even  while  professing  to  correct  me,  that  ^Missouri  came  in  under  the  act  of 
1820,  ] aver  that  I have  proven  that  she  did  not  come  into  the  Union  under 
that  act.  I have  proven  that  she  was  refused  admission  under  that  alleged 
compact.  I have,  therefore,  proven  incontestibly  that  the  material  statement 
upon  which  his  argument  rests  is  wholly  without  foundation,  and  unequivocally 
contradicted  by  the  record. 

Sir,  I believe  I may  say  the  same  of  every  speech  which  has  been  made 
against  the  bill,  upon  the  ground  that  it  impaired  the  obligation  of  compacts. 
There  has  not  been  am  argument  against  the  measure,  every  word  of  which  in 
regard  to  the  faith  of  compact.^  is  not  contradicted  by  the  public  recoeds.  ’U^hat 
1 complain  of  is  this:  The  people  may  tbiiik  that  a Senator,  having  the  laws 
and  journals  before  him,  to  which  he  could  refer,  would  not  make  a statement 
in  contravention  of  those  records.  They  make  the  people  believe  these  things, 
and  cause  them  to  do  great  injustice  to  others,  under  the  delusion  tliat  they 
have  been  wronged,  and  their  feelings  outraged.  Sir,  this  address  did  for  a 
time  mislead  the  whole  country.  It  made  the  Legislature  of  New  York  bo> 
lieve  that  the  act  of  1820  was  a compact  which  it  would  be  disgraceful  to  vio- 
late; and,  acting  under  that  delusion,  they  framed  a series  of  resolutions,  which, 
if  true  and  Just,  convict  that  State  of  an  act  of  perfidy  and  treachery  unparal- 
led  in  the  history  of  free  governments.  You  see,  therefore,  the  consequences 
of  these  misstatements.  You  degrade  your  own  State,  and  induce  the  peeple, 
under  the  impression  that  they  have  been  injured,  to  get  up  a vialent  crusade 
against  those  whose  fidelity  and  truthfulness  will  in  th^^^  end  command  their  re- 
spect and  admiration.  In  consequence  of  arousing  passions  and  prejudices,  I 
am  now  to  be  found  in  effigy,  hanging  by  the  neck,  in  all  the  towns  where  you 
have  the  infiuecce  to  produce  such  a result.  In  all  these  excesses,  the  people 
are  yielding  to  an  honest  impulse,- under  the  impression  that  a grievous  wrong 
has  been  perpetrated.  You  have  had  your  day  of  triumph.  You  have  suc- 
ceeded in  directing  noon  the  hr-ads  of  others  a torrent  of  insult  and  calumng 
irom  which  even  you  shrink  with  horror,  when  the  fact  is  exposed  that  you 
have  become  the  conduits  for  conveying  it  iiiro  this  hall.  In  your  State,  sir, 
(addressing  himself  to  Mr.  ChaseJ  I find  that  I am  burnt  in  ciligy  in  your  abo- 
lition towns.  All  this  is  done  because  I have  proposed,  as  it  is  sai<l,  ro  violatte 
a compact  I Now,  what  will  those  people  think  of  you  when  they  find-out  that 
you  have  stimulated  them  to  these  acts,  which  are  disgraceful  to  your  State,  dis- 
graceful to  your  party,  and  <lisgraceful  to  your  cause,  under  a misrepresentation 
of  the  facts,  which  misrepresentation  you  ought  to  have  been  aware  of,  and 
should  never  have  been  made? 

Mr.  Chase.  Will  the  Senator  from  Illinois  permit  me  to  say  a few  wmrds  ? 

]Mr.  Douglas.  Certainly. 

Mr.  Cha-e.  ulr.  President,  I certainly  regret  that  anything  has  occurred  in 
my  State  w^hic-b  should  be  otherwise  fhan  in  accordance  with  the  disposttiorr, 
which  I trust  I tiave  ever  manifested  to  treat  the  Senator  from  Illinois  with  en- 
tire courtesy.  I do  not  wu.-h,  however,  to  be  understood,  here  or  elsewhere,  as 
retracting  any  statement  which  I have  made,  or  being  uinvilling  t.»  reassert  that 
statement  when  it  is  dlreerly  impeached.  I regard  the  admission  of  IMis.souri, 
and  the  facts  of  the  transaction  connected  with  it,  as  constituting  a compact  be- 
tween the  two  sections  of  the  country;  a part  of  which  was  fulfilled  in  the  u-i- 
iiiission  of  Mi.ssouri,  another  p.-irt  in  the  admis.'.iou  uf  Arkansas,  a?ul  orher  piarts 
of  which  hnve  been  fultillwl-in  the  admir-sion  t.-f  L)wa,  and  the  crganiza(i<,»n  uf 
Minnesota,  but  vrhich  yet  rennains  to  be  fullilled  in  respect  to  the  Territory  of 
Nebraska,  and  which,  in  mv  judgment,  will  be  violated  by  the  repeal  of  tlio 
Mis  <ouri  prohibition.  That  is  my  judgment.  I have  no  (juarrel  with  Senators 
who  differ  with  me;  but  upou  the  whole  facts  of  the  transaetiv)U,  however,  I 
have  not  changed  my  opinion  at  all^  in  consequence  of  what  has  been  said  by  the 
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Lonorable  Senator  from  Illinois^  I say  that  the  facts  of  the  transaction,  taheu 
together,  and  as  understood  by  the  country  for  inore  than  thirty  years,  consti- 
tute  a coinpact  binding  in  moral  ^<)rce ; though,  as  I have  always  said,  be- 
ing embodied  in  a legislative  act,  it.  may  be  repealed  by  Congress,  if  Congress 
see  fit. 

2dr.  Douglas,  Mr.  President,  I am  sorry  that  the  Senator  from  Ohio  has  re- 
peated tlie  statement  th;it  Missouri  came  in  under  the  compact  which  he  says 
was  made  by  the  act  of  IS'20.  flow  many  times  have  I to  disprove  the  state- 
ment? Does  not  the  vote  to  which  I have  referred  show  that  such  was  not  the 
case?  Dues  not  the  fact  tliat  there  was  a necessity  for  a new  compromise  show 
it?  Have  I not  proved  it  three  times  pver  ? and  is  it  possible  that  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  will  repeat  it  in  the  face  of  the  record,  wdth  the  vote  staring  him  in 
the  face,  and  with  the  evidence  which  I have  produced?  Does  he  auppo.se  that 
he  can  make  his  own  people  believe  that  his  statement  ought  to  be  credited  in 
opposition  to  the  solemn  record  ? I am  amazed  that  the  Senator  should  repeat 
the  statement  again  unsustained  by  the  fact,  by  the  record,  and  by  the  evidence, 
and  overwhelmed  by  the  whole  current  and  weight  of  the  testimony  which  I 
Lave  produced. 

The  Senator  says,  also,  that  he  never  intended  to  do  me  injustice,  and  be  is 
sorry  that  the-  people  of  his  State  have  acted  in  the  manner  to  which  I have  re- 
ferred. Sir,  did  he  not  say,  in  the  same  document  to  which  I have'already  al- 
luded, that  I was  engaged,  with  others,  in  a criminal  betrayal  of  precious 
rights,'*  in  an  “atrocious  plot?"  Did  he  not  say  that  I and  others  were  guilty 
of  meditated  bad  faith?"  Are  not  these  his  exact  words?  Did  he  not  say  that 
“servile  demagogues"  might  make  the  people  believe- certain  things,  or  attempt 
to  do  so?  I)id  he  not  say  everything  calculated  to  produce  and  bring  upon  my 
bead  all  the  insults  to  w’hich  I have  been  subjected  publicly  and  privately — not 
even  excepting  the  insulting  letters  which  I have  received  from  his  con.stituent.'j, 
rejoicing  at  my  dome.stic  bereavements,  and  praying  that  other  and  similar  cala- 
mities may  befal  me?  All  these  have  resulted  from  that  address.  I expected 
such  consequecL-es  when  I first  saw  it.  In  it  he  called  upon  the  preachers  of 
the  Gospel  to  prostitute  the  sacred  desk  in  stimulatinc:  excesses;  and  then,  for 
fear  that  the  people  would  not  know  who  it  was  that  was  to  be  insulted  anJ 
calumniated,  be  told  them,  in  a postcript,  that  Mr.  Douglas  was  the  author  of 
all  this  iniquity,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  allow  their  rights  to  be  made  the 
liaftird  of  a presidential  game  I After  tiaving  used  such  language,  he  says  he 
meant  no  disrespect — he  meant  nothing  unkind  I He  was  amazed  that  I .said 
in  my  opening  .speech  that  there  was  anything  offensive  in  this  address;  and  he 
could  not  suffer  himself  to  use  har.--h  epithets,  or  to  impugn  a gentleman’s  mo- 
tives I No!  not  he  1 After  having  deliberately  written  all  these  insults,  im- 
pugning motive  and  character,  and  calling  upon  oiir  holy  religion  to  sanctify 
the  calumny,  be  could  not  tliink  of  losing  his  dignity  by  bandying  epithets,  or 
■using  harsh  and  disrespectful  terms  1 

Mr.  President,  I expected  all  that  has  occurred,  and  more  than  has  come,  ns 
the  legitimate  result  of  that  address.  The  things  to  which  I referred  arc  tin 
natural  consequences  of  it.  The  only  revenge  I seek  is  to  expo.se  the  authors, 
and  leave  them  to  bear,  as  best  they  may,  the  just  indignation  of  an  honest 
community,  when  the  people  di.scover  bow  their  sympathies  and  feelings  have 
.been  outraged,  by  making  them  the  instruments  in  performing  such  desperate 
acts. 

even  in  Boston  I have  been  bung  in  effigy.  I may  say  that  I expcctel 
it  to  occur  even  there,  for  t'oe  Senator  from  ^lasasacbusetts  lives  there,  iff' 
signed  bis  name  to  that  addre.^s;  and  for  fear  the  Boston  Abolitionists  woul-i 
not  know  that  it  was  be,  he  signed  it  “Charles  Sumner,  Senator  from  Mass.i- 
chusetts."  The  first  outrage  w-as  in  Ohio,  where  the  address  wa.s  circulate!  un- 
der the  signature  of  “ Salmon  P.  Chase,  Senator  from  Ohio."  The  next  came 
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from  Boston— -tlie  same  Boston,  sir,  which,  under  the  direction  of  the  same 
leaders,  closed  Faoueil  Hall  to  the  immortal  Webster  in  1850,  because  of  his 
support  of  the  comprouiise  measures  of  that  year,  which  all  now  confess  have 
restored  peace  and  harmony  to  a distracted  country.  Ye.s,  sir,  even  Boston,  so 
glorious  in  iier  early  history — Boston,  around  whose  name  so  many  historical 
associations  cling,  to  gratify  the  heart  and  exalt  the  pride  or  every  American — 
could  be  led  astray  by  Abolition  misrepresentations  so  far  as  to  deny  a bearing 
to  her  own  great  man,  who  had  shed  so  much  glory  upon  3[assachusetts  and  her 
metropolis  ! I know  that  Ih^ston  now  feels  humiliated  and  degraded  by  the  act. 
And,  sir,  (addressing  himself  to  Mr.  Sumner,)  you  will  remember  that  when 
you  came  into  the  Senate,  and  sought  an  opportunity  to  put  forth  your  Aboli- 
tion iucendiarisD^,  you  appealed  to  our  sense  of  justice  by  the  sentiment,  “ Strike, 
but  hear  me  first. But  vrhen  dir,  Webster  went  back  in  1850  to  speak  to  his 
constituents  in  his  own  self-defence,  to  tell  the  truth,  and  to  expose  his  slander- 
ers, you  would  not  hear  him,  but  //ou  i^truch  first! 

Again,  sir,  even  Boston,  with  her  Fanueil  Hail  consecrated  to  liberty,  was  so 
far  led  astray  by  aboliiionism,  that  when  one  of  her  gallant  sons,  gallant  by 
bis  own  glorious  deeds,  inheriting  a heroic  revolutionary  name,  bad  given  his 
life  to  bis  country  upon  the  bloody  field  of  Buena  Vista,  and  when  his  remains 
were  brought  home,  even  that  Boston,  under  abolition  guidance  and  abolition 
preaching,  denied  him  a decent  burial,  because  he  lost  his  life  in  vindicating 
his  country’s  honor  upon  the  southern  frontier!  Even  the  name  of  Lincoln, 
and  the  deeds  of  Lincoln,  could  not  secure  for  him  a decent  interment,  because 
abolitionism  follows  a patriot  beyond  the  grave.  [Applause  in  the  galleries.] 

The  presiding  ofiicer,  31r.  Mason,  in  the  chair.  Order  must  be  preserved. 

Mr.  ilouglas.  Mr.  President,  with  these  facts  before  me,  how  could  I hope 
to  escape  the  fate  which  had  followed  these  great  and  good  men  ? Ydbile  I had 
no  right  to  hope  that  I might  be  iionored  as  they  had  been  under  abolition  aus- 
pices, have  I not  a right  to  be  proud  of  the  distinction  and  the  association  ? iMr. 
President,  I regret  these  digressions.  I ha\e  not  been  able  to  follow  the  line  of 
argument  which  I hud  marked  out  for  myself,  because  of  the  many  interruptions. 
I do  not  complain  of  them.  It  is  fair  that  gentlemen  should  make  them,  inasmuch 
as  they  have  not  the  opportunity  of  replying ; hence  I have  yielded  the  fioor, 
and  propose  to  do  so  cheerfully  whenever  any  senator  intimates  that,  justice  to 
him  or  his  position  requires  him  to  say  anything  in  reply. 

lleturuing  to  the  point  from  which  I was  diverted. 

I think  I have  shown  that,  if  the  act  of  18'26,  called  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise, was  a compact,  it  was  violated  and  repudiated  by  a solemn  vote  of  tbo 
House  of  Representatives  in  1821,  within  eleven  months  after  it  was  adopted. 
It  was  repudiated  by  the  north  by  a majority  vote,  and  that  repudiation  was  so 
complete  and  successful  as  to  compel  Missouri  to  make  a new  compromise,  and 
she  was  brought  into  the  Union  under  the  new  compromise  of  1821,  and  not  un- 
der the  act  of  1820,  This  reminds  me  of  another  point  made  in  nearly  all  the 
speeclies  against  this  bill,  and,  if  1 recollect  right,  was  alluded  to  in  the  aboli- 
tion manifesto;  to  which,  I regret  to  say,  I had  occasion  to  refer  so  often,  I 
refer  to  the  significant  bint  that  Mr.  Clay  was  dead  before  any  one  dared  to 
bring  forward  a proposition  to  undo  the  greatest  work  of  bis  hands.  The  sena- 
tor from  New  York  [2Ir.  Seward]  has  seized  upon  this  insinuation,  and  elabo- 
rated, perhaps,  more  fully  than  his  compeers;  and  now  the  abolition  press  sud- 
denly, and  as  if  by  miraculous  conversion,  teems  with  eulogii^s  upon  31r.  Chaj 
and  his  ^Missouri  compromise  of  1820.  » 

Now,  Mr,  Pre.sident,  does  n')t  eaeii  of  those  senators  know  that  Mr.  Clay  was 
not  the  author  of  the  act  of  lC;2>i  ! ]Jo  they  not  know  that  he  disclaimed  it. in 
1850  in  this  body?  Do  they  not  know  that  tlie  Missouri  restriction  di.l  not 
originate  in  the  House  of  which  he  was  a member  ? Do  they  not  know  tint 
Ml'.  Clay  never  came  into  the  Missouri  controversy  as  a compromi.ser  until  after 


w„  iV 


fes 


A ti 


'■>' 


dnjBs  arfj  1o  oib  (iJaiil-Rr  ^iJs  omw  Af^i^aolgofl  mo^ 

|dd  oS'WAwd  fli  oJ  fliiH  !j9i#flo'^  ^^>i9 

il«  rtjMw  44id4  atTfraoiqfffO!)  6ifj  io4'ifM3qoh 

ox  ((lo}2cdI  fl»vd  {iiiir  \hai  W*)rrJ&c^  a oi  i^tfoonrij  box  Snxe>d*  Eiaioixsi 

Iwnt  JMd  ^Kfloi  o«,fla»(Xir  afit>dw  ,m>ieoU— poj^id  lUu^  lad  ai  tooiioig 


*.  ♦> 


rt^dy  tWoiaaifr;  C^l^najwB  .nKipi  1J>xmit!  »ni>>oifcU)  ,ii«  .boA 

'*  r fii  m hiur^<i^)uai^  »dl  olflfi  o«ii>’ijot 

M ,m6hftiJb/r3aqt  aoti  ' 

aidx^  04  Oc'iX  fli  i^j^r^ti^/f  .^4  iiodar  io^r  ^'.ifesul  »m  iwd  iutf 

'•lOPflisId  eu(  ^qx-o  iwfl  Jfoj  oJf'^3f>cr^'9^^i9^i'ViSio  hid  ut  tiiq^iriiiRODO 

oa  «xw  od  (I^H  J^iwuaL"X,,i»d’  adrxi  ^itaT^owgA 

)fo  4W4Hc^  ^9  xoo  ctddw  jiidJ  7d  Viii4l4  W lul 

bid  m-f  t^btid  ftuohok  /n»o  aid  , 

yUw)W  »d)  001^0  TticiKK)  6kl  0t  M 
/lOMilodii  qi/x  soxi^ar^  tsrliou  ^«df  o^vs  .iiWil 

ui^din  «14  .Unod  ifgtod^b  x^  'iriid  “iwiloub  ,ap^di>flaniq* 

,uJof>mJ  ^ Ettt»diu^h  tdf1i<:^ 

0fcPX9^  jteWTflJm  \thi^  bax 

’ [.ssnaib^  ad>  BC  ,xe^ab|qAl  »d4  bao^W  >oni«q  ii  gWolfol  lai&ioobrloda 


y,  r^"' 


^qor^ 

bsd  I .OXiVfjj  yy//C)iK»i 

iKJb'qw  4i 

JO  dO?l  odi  wof£ot  03  Ma  &Tf$d  l .xaoiMiOTjliS.  i 

vat:m  qSi^^  boinm  M l doJifw  3rt^/ii4»aix  : ' 

if9omix^i.^^4njfiu.T|r^^  I 

tWOB  u!i  4 

o)  ^wx  o4  Sieoqoiq  baa 


f/'  ^ 


%-fi 


ty*:! 


8XV  ^o^nor 


■i:^ 

SV,  ■ , 


^v. 


.baJqobx 

ox  axvr. ooiMfboq^^T  i«d4  i^^brnn  ajuif  jI 

Ami  joi  ba/i  »34q|B(»‘3 

c?d/ dt'sym  Jsx  ods  'ixb  o 

;-il0da  edj  ifC  03  «ai<3; e^i|o<*>eqt^ 

i ox  1^01  fo3«Ste(d  (foiJ 

^ <;pi  JxdJ  odi  oJ  io^at 

obou  04.  am)kM0^a  4 biii^rJi  ^aM, 

•<>oxb  boB  ,o»»{iiioo<Afl  4*J>,  floqo  bos^ox  iwd 
rn  0d|  v^4^^^4  • 4i*dl^iiiMl  Iwtfl  (tqxdiXa  ,bdi«l 

MC  0oqa  il3i^  Moosj  ^o;«iovooo  Eq^uoisii^^ Hi  xii  box  " 

* '^‘Ki  tf  ^ j lo  Wi»oi«j£d  hwoaeSK  4itl  box 

^Pffi  at^ase>^lJ  10^4^  .tH  ,w6^  „ 

at  u ioa  Vi^  ydj  fo  lodmx  odi  4oa 

iiU  Mds  4/oad  Mifl  {mU  6(1  M 

'a^  M pd*(hii^  4dt 

ixiix  ai£W  TfSEimoiquiM  x ex^njovctJooo  hi^paxiM  oah  o34i  d»ax»  w t4^ 


tydi. 


M 


M a 


392 


the  compromise  of  18~0  was  repudiated,  and  it  became  necessary  to  niabe 
another?  I dislike  to  be  compelled  to  repeat  what  I have  conclusively  pro\en, 
that  the  compromise  whicdi  Mr.  Clay  eilected  was  the  act  of  1S21,  under  whici\ 
Missouri  came  into  tlie  Union,  and  not  the  act  of  18'20.  Mr.  Clay  made  that 
compromise  after  you  had  repudiated  the  first  one.  How,  then,  dare  you  call 
upon  the  spirit  of  that  great  and  gallant  statesman  to  sanction  your  charge  of 
bad  faith  against  the  south  on  this  question  ? 

lUr.  Seward.  'Will  the  senator  allow  me  a moment? 

Mr.  Douglas.  Certainly. 

Mr. 'Seward.  In  the  year  1851  or  185‘2,  I think  1851,  a medal  was  struck 
in  honor  of  Henry  Clay,  of  gold,  which  cost  a large  sum  of  money,  wiiich  con- 
tained eleven  acts  of  the  life  of  Henry  Clay.  It  was  presented  to  him  by  a 
committee  of  citizens  of  New  York,  by  whom  it  had  been  made.  One  of  the 
eleven  acts  of  his  life  which  was  celebrated  on  that  medal,  which  he  accepted, 
was  the  Missouri  compromise  of  1820.  "i’his  is  my  answer. 

31r.  Douglas.  Are  the  words  ‘‘  of  1820’^  upon  it? 

Mr.  Seward.  It  commemorates  the  Missouri  compromise. 

Mr.  Douglas.  Exactly.  I have  seen  that  medal ; and  my  recollection  is 
that  it  docs  not  contain  the  words  ‘^of  l'‘!20,”  One  of  the  great  acts  of  2Ir. 
Clay  was  the  Missouri  compromise,  but  what  Missouri  compromise?  Of  course 
the  one  which  Henry  Clay  made,  the  one  which  ho  negotiated,  the  one  which 
brought  Missouri  into  the  Union,  and  which  settled  the  controversy.  That 
was  the  act  of  1821,  and  not  the  act  of  1820.  It  tends  to  confirm  the 
statement  which  I have  made.  History  is  misread  and  misquoted,  and  these 
statements  have  been  circulated  and  disseminated  broadcast  through  the  ennu- 
try,  concealing  the  truth.  Does  not  the  senator  know'  that  Henry  Clay, 
■when  occupying  that  seat  in  I860,  [pointing  to  Yfr.  Clay’s  chair,]  in  bis 
speech  of  the  Gth  of  lYbruary  of  that  year,  said  that  nothing  had  struck 
him  with  so  much  surprise  as  the  fact  that  historical  circumstances  soon 
passed  out  of  recollection  ; and  be  instanced,  as  a case  in  point,  the  error  * 
of  attributing  to  him  the  act  of  1820.  [Mr.  Seward  nodded  assent.]  The 
senator  from  New  York  says  that  he  does  remember  that  31r.  Clay  did  say  so. 

^ If  so,  how  is  it,  then,  that  he  presumes  now  to  rise  and  quote  that  medal  as 
evidence  that  Henry  Clay  was  the  author  of  the  act  of  lb20  ? 

Mr.  Seward.  1 answer  the  senator  in  this  way:  that  Henry  Clay,  while  be 
said  he  did  not  disavow  or  disapprove  of  that  compromise,  transferred  the  merit 
of  it  to  others  who  were  more  active  in  procuring  it  than  he,  while  he  had  en- 
joyed the  praise  and  the  glory  which  vrerc.due  from  it. 

5Ir.  Douglas.  To  that  I have  only  to  say  that  it  cannot  be  the  reason  ; f<>r 
Henry  Clay,  in  that  same  speech,  <iid  take  to  himself  the  merit  of  the  coropro- 
mise  of  1821,  and  hence  it  could  not  have  been  nsodesty  which  made  him  di=^a- 
vow  the  other.  Ho  said  that  he  did  not  know  whether  he  had  voted  for  the  act 
of  1820  or  not ; but  he  supposed  that  he  had  done  so.  Ho  furtlicrmorc  said 
that  it  did  not  originate  iu  tiio  House  of  which  he  was  a member,  and  that  h.o 
never  did  approve  of  its  principles  ; but  that  he  may  have  voted,  and  probab-v 
did  vote  for  it,  under  the  pressure  of  the  circumstances. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  as  I have  been  doing  justice  to  Mr.  Clay  on  this  qne:-*- 
tioD,  perhaps  I may  as  well  do  justice  to  another  great  man,  who  wa.s  associaO.  1 
with  him  iu  carrying  through  the  groat  measures  of  1850,  which  mortified  th; 
Senator  from  New  York  so  much,  be<^aus-c  they  defeated*  tiis  purpose  of  carryic'/ 
on  the  agitation.  I allude  to  21r.  Webster.  The  authority  of  Id^  great  name  l;a' 
been  quoted  f >r  the  pur[>ose  of  proving  that  ho  regarded  tiie  Mi-sonri  ae^  a-  a 
compict— an  irrerealable  cornr'aet.  Evidently  the  distinguioUod  Senator  tr-ou 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Everett)  supposed  iie  was  doing  Mr.  Webster  entire  j's-':  ‘O 
when  he  quote<l  the  passage  which  he  read  from  Mr.  Webster’s  speech  ot  iho 
7th  of  March  1850,  when  he  said  that  ho  stood  upon  the  position  that  evu.'-N 
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pnrt  of  the  American  contioent  was  fixed  for  freedom  or  for  slavery  by  irrcpeal- 
ab!o  law. 

The  Senator  says  that,  by  the  expression  ‘h'rrepcalable  law,”  Mr.  'Webster 
meant  to  include  the  compromise  of  1S‘20.  Now,  I will  show  that  that  was  not 
Mr.  Webster’s  meaning — that  he  was  never  guilty  of  the  mistake  of  saying 
that  the  jMissouri  act  of  1<S*20  was  an  irrepealable  law.  Mr.  W'ehstcr  said  iu 
that  speech,  that  every  foot  of  territory  in  the  Unired  State.s  was  fixed  as  to  its 
character  for  freedom  or  slavery  by  an  irrepealabie.  law.  He  then  enquired  if 
it  was  not  so  in  regard  to  Texas?  He  went  on  to  prove  that  it  was  ; because, 
he  .said,  there  was  a compact  iu  express  terms  between  Texas  and  tlie  United 
States.  He  said  the  parties  were  capable  of  contracting,  and  that  there  was  a 
valuable  consideration  ; and  hence,  he  contended,  that  in  that  case  there  was  a 
contract  binding  in  honor,  and  morals,  and  law  : and  that  it  was  irrepealabie 
without  a breach  of  faith. 

He  went  on  to  say  : 

“Now,  as  to  California  and  New  IMcxico,  I hold  slavery  to  be  excluded  from 
those  Territories  by  a law  even  superior  to  that  which  admits  and  sanctirms  it 
in  Texas — I mean  the  law  of  nature,  of  ph3\sical  geography,  the  law  of  the  for- 
mation of  the  earth.” 

Tliat.w.as  the  irrepealabie  law  wliicli  he  said  prohibited  slavery  in  the  Terri- 
tories of  Utah  and  New  ?dexico.  He  next  went  on  to  speak  of  the  prohibition 
of  slavery  in  Oregon,  and  he  said  it  was  an  “entirely  useless,  and,  iu  that  con- 
nexioD,  senseless  proviso.” 

He  went  further,  and  said  : 

“ That  the  whole  territory  of  the  States  in  the  United  States,  or  in  the  newly- 
acquired  territory  of  the  Uuited  States,  has  a fixed  and  settled  character,  now 
fixed  and  settled  Oy  law,  wiiieh  cannot  be  repealed  in  the  ease  of  Texas  without 
a violation  of  public  faith  and  cannot  be  repealed  by  any  human  power  in  re- 
gard to  Oaliforoia  or  New  Mexico  i that,  un<h:r  one  or  other  of  Oiese  la>cs,  every 
foot  of  territory  in  the  States,  or  in  the  Territories,  has  now  received  a fixed 
and  decided  character.” 

What  irrepealabie  laws?  “'One  or  the  other”  of  those  which  he  had  stated. 
One  was  the  Texas  compact,  the  other  the  law  of  nature  and  physical  geogra- 
phy ; and  he  cooteuded  that  one  or  the  other  fixed  the  character  of  the  whole 
American  continent  for  freedom  or  for  slavery.  He  never  alluded  to  the  Mis- 
souri cumpromi.se,  unless  it  was  by  the  allusion  to  i!ie  Wiloiot  proviso  in  the 
Oreguii  bill,  and  there  be  s.tid  it  was  a useless,  and,  in  that  connexion,  sen.seless 
thing.  Why  was  ic  a useless  and  a senseless  thing?  Because  it  was  re-enact- 
ing the  law  of  Grod  ; because  slaver}-  had  already  been  prohibited  by  physical 
geography,  Sir,_^that  was  the  meaning  of  Mr.  Webster's  speech,  hly  di.stin- 
gui>hc’d  friend  fcom  Ma.-sachusetts,  (Mr.  Everett,)  when  be  reads  the  speech 
again,  will  be  utterly  amazed  to,  see  how  he  fell  into  such  an  egregious  error  as 
to  suppose  that  Mr.  'Webster  had  so  far  fallen  from  his  high  position  as  to  say 
that  the  3Iissouri  act  of  1^2d  was  an  irrepealabie  law. 

iMr.  Everett.  M"ill  the  gentleman  give  way  for  a moment? 

idr.  Douglas.  "With  great  pleasure. 

Mr.  I'lverett.  Mfibat  I said  on  that  subject  was,  that  iMr.  'Webster,  in  my 
opinion,  considered  the  IMissuuri  compromise  as  of  the  nature  of  a compact.  It 
is  true,  as  the  Senator  from  tllinois  has  just  stilted,  that  3Ir.  Vdebster  umde  no 
allusion,  in  cxpres.s  terms,  to  ti..e  subject  of  the  Missouri  restriction.  But  I 
thought  tlien,  and  I think  now,  that  he  referred  in  general  terms  to  that  as  a 
final  settlement  of  the  que.stio?q  in  the  region  to  which  it  applied.  It  w'as  not 
drawn  iu  question  then  on  either  side  of  tlic  House.  Nobody  suggested  that 
it  Was  at  stake.  Nobody  intimated  that  there  was  a question  before  the  Senate 
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■whether  that  restriction  should  he  repealed  or  should  remain  in  force.  It  wa-? 
not  distinctly,  and  in  terms,  alluded  to,  ns  the  gentleman  correctly  says,  hy  31  r. 
Webster,  or  anybody  else.  3Vhat  he  said  in  reference  to  Texas,  applied  to 
Texas  alone.  What  he  said  in  reference  to  Utah  and  New  3Iexico,  applied  to 
them  alone;  and  what  he  said  with  regard  to  Oregon,  to  that  Territory  alone. 
But  he  stated  in  general  terms,  and  four  or  five  times,  in  the  speech  of  the  Tih 
of  ]\Iarch  1^50,  that  there  was  not  a foot  of  land  in  the  United  States  or  its 
Territories  the  character  of  wliieh,  for  freedom  or  slavery,  was  not  fixed  bv 
some  iiTCpealable  law  ; and  I did  think  then,  and  I think  now,  that  by  the 
‘‘  irrepealable  law,’^  as  far  as  concerned  the  territory  north  of  o6°  30',  and  in- 
cluded in  the  Louisiana  purchase,  Mr.  Webster  had  reference  to  the  3Iissouri 
restriction,  as  regarded  as  of  the  nature  of  a compact.  That  restriction  was 
copied  from  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  of  ITS?,  which  are  declare. 1 
ill  that  instrument  itself  to  be  articles  of  compact.  The  3Iissouri  restriction 
is  the  artiede  of  the  ordinance  of  17S7  applied  to  the  Loui.-?iana  purchase.  That 
this  is  the  correct  interpretation  of  Mr.  Webster’s  language,  is  confirmed  by  the 
fact  that  he  said,  more  than  once,  and  over  again,  that  all  the  North  lost  by  the 
arrangement  of  1850,  was  the  non-imposition  of  the  Wilmot  proviso  upon  Utah 
and  New  IMexico.  If,  in  addition  to  that,  the  North  had  lost  the  3Iissouii  re- 
striction over  the  whole  of  the  Louisiana  purchase,  could  he  have  used  language 
of  that  kind,  and  would  he  not  have  attempted,  in  some  way  or  other,  to  recon- 
cile such  a momentous  f.ict  with  his  repeated  statements  that  the  measure.s  of 
1850  applied  only  to  the  territories  newly  acquired  from  Mexico? 

Mr.  Douglas.  Mr,  President,  I will  explain  that  matter  very  quickly.  3[r. 
Webster’s  speech  was  made  on  the  7th  of  3Iarch  1850,  and  the  territorial  bills 
and  the  Texas  boundary  bill  were  first  reported  to  the  Senate  by  myself  on  the 
25th  of  the  same  month.  3Ir.  Webster’s  speech  was  made  upon  Mr.  Clay’s  re- 
solution, when  there  was  no  hil!  pending.  Then  the  omnibus  bill  was  formed 
about  the  1st  of  3Iay  subsequently  ; and  hence  this  explains  the  reason  why 
Mr.  Webster  did  not  refer  to  the  principle  involved  in  these  acts,  and  to  the 
necessary  effect  of  carrying  out  the  principle. 

Mr.  Everett.  The  expression  of  Mr.  lY ebster,  which  I quoted  in  my  remarks 
on  the  Sth  of  February,  was  from  a speech  on  3Ir.  Soule’s  amendment,  offered, 
I think,  in  June.  In  addition  to  this,  I have  before  me  an  extract  from  a still 
later  speech  of  Mr.  Webster,  made  quite  late  in  the  session, 'on  the  17th  of 
July  1850,  in  which  he  reiterated  that  statement.  In  it  he  said: 

And  now,  sir,  what  do  Massachusetts  and  the  north,  the  anti-slavery  States, 
lose  by  this  adjustment.  Y'hat  is  it  they  lose?  I put  that  question  to  every 
gentleman  here,  and  to  every  gentleman  in  the  country.  They  lose  the  appli- 
cation of  what  is  called  the  ‘ 'U'ilmot  proviso’  to  these  territories,  and  that  is 
all.  There  is  nothing  else,  I suppose,  that  the  whole  North  are  not  ready  to  do. 
They  wish  to  get  California  into  the  Union;  they  wish  to  quiet  New  Mexico; 
they  desire  to  terminate  the  il’.'^pute  about  the  Texan  boundary  la  any  reas  uoi- 
ble  manner,  cost  what  it  reasonably  may.  They  make  no  sacrifice  in  ail  tint. 
What  they  do  sacrifice  is  exactly  this : The  application  of  the  Wilmot  proviso 

to  the  Territory  of  New  31exico  and  the  Territory  of  Utah,  and  that  is  ail."'  . 

Could  Mr.  Webster  have  used  language  like  this  if  had  understood  that, 
at  the  same  time,  the  non-shaveholding  Slates  were  losing  the  Missouri  res'crm- 
tion,  as  applied  to  the  whole  vast  territory  included  in  the  bills  now  before  the 
Senate  ? 

Mr,  Douglas.  Of  course  thac  was  all,  and  if  he  regarded  the  3Iissour,  ; r > 
bibitiou  in  the  same  fight  th-,:  he  did  the  Oregon  prohibition,  it  was  a uselg'h 
and,  in  that  connexion,  a senseless  proviso;  and  hence  the  north  lost  ncibiug 
by  not  having  that  same  .sensudess,  useless  proviso  applied  to  Utah  and  N''''* 
Mexico.  Now,  to  show'  the  senator  that  he  must  be  mistaken  as  to  Mr.  \S 
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yter’s  authority,  let  me  call  his  attention  back  to  this  passage  in  his  7th  of 
3I;irch  speech  : 

Under  07ie  or  pllier  of  these  laws,  every  foot  of  territory  in  the  States  or 
Territories  has  now'  received  a hxed  and  decided  character/^ 

What  laws  did  he  refer  to  when  he  spoke  of  ‘^one  or  other  of  these  laws?’^ 

. lie  had  named  but  two,  the  Texas  {.onipact  and  the  law  of  nature,  of  climate, 
and  physical  geography,  which  excluded  slavery.  Ilf5  had  mentioned  none 
other;  and  yet  he  says  ‘''one  or  otber’^  prohibited  slavery  in  all  the  States  or 
Terrltorie.s — thus  including  Nebraska,  as  well  as  Utah  and  New  Mexico. 

31r.  Everett.  That  wms  not  drawn  in  <]uestioD  at  all. 

Mr.  Douglas.  Then  if  it  was  not  drawn  in  question,  the  speech  should  not  ■ 
have  been  quoted  in  support  of  the  Missouri  compromise.  It  is  just  wdiat  I 
complain  of,  that,  if  it  was  not  thus  drawn  in  question,  that  use  ought  not  to 
have  been  made  of  it.  Now,  ?dr.  President,  it  is  w'ell  known  that  Mr.  V\"ebster 
supported  the  compromise  measures  of  1S50,  and  the  principle  involved  in  them, 
of  leaving  the  people  to  do  as  they  pleased  upon  this  subject.  I think,  there- 
fore,  that  I have  shown  that  these  gentlemen  are  not  authorized  to  quote  the 
name  cither  of  lUr.  Webster  or  Mr.  Clay  in  support  of  the  position  which  the}^ 
take,  that  this  bill  violates  the  faith  of  compacts.  Sir,  it  was  because  3Ir. 
Webster  went  for  giving  the  people  in  the  Territories  the  right  to  do  as  they 
pleased  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  because  he  was  in  favor  of  carrying 
out  the  Constitution  in  regard  to  fugitive  slaves,  that  he  was  not  allowed  to 
speak  in  Fanueil  Hall. 

Mr.  Everett.  That  was  not  my  fault. 

3Ir.  Douglas.  I know  it  was  not;  but  I say  it  was  because  he  took  that  po- 
sition ; it  was  because  he  did  not  go  for  a prohibitory  policy  ; it  was  because  he 
advocated  the  same  principles  which  I now  advocate,  because  he  went  f'*r  the 
same  provisions  in  the  Utah  bill  which  I now  sustain  in  ihi.s  bill,  that  Poston 
abolitionists  turned  their  back  upon  him,  just  as  they  burnt  me  in  effigy.  Sir, 
if  identity  of  principle,  if  identity  of  support  as  friends,  if  identity  of  enemies 
fix  3Ir.  Webster’s  position,  his  authority  is  certainly  with  us,  and  not  with  the 
abolitionists.  I have  a right,  therefore,  to  have  the  sympathies  of  his  Boston 
friends  with  me,  as  I sympathized  with  him  when  the  same  principle  was  in- 
volved. 

Mr.  President,  I am  sorry  that  I have  taken  up  so  much  time  ; but  I must 
notice  one  or  two  points  more.  ' So  much  has  been  said  about  the  Missouri  coiii- 
prouiise  act,  and  about  a faithful  ecmpliance  with  it  by  the  north,  that  I must 
follow  that  matter  a little  further.  The  senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Wade]  has 
referred,  to-night,  to  the  fact  that  X went  for  carrying  out  the  31issouri  compro- 
mise in  the  Texas  resolutions  of  1S45,  and  in  ISIS,  on  several  occasions  ; and 
he  actually  proved  that  I never  abandoned  it  until  1850.  lie  need  not  have 
taken  the  pains  to  prove  that  fact;  for  he  got  all  his  information  on  the  subject 
from  my  opening  speech  upon  this  bill.  1 told  you  tlien  that  I w'as  wiliiug,  as 
a northern  man,  in  1S45,  when  the  Texas  question  arose,  to  carry  the  Missouri 
compromise  line  through  that  State,  and  in  1848  I ofihred  it  as  an  amendmeut 
to  the  Oregon  bill.  Although  I did  not  like  the  principle  involved  in  that  act, 
yet  I was  willing,  for  the  sake  of  harmony,  to  extend  to  the  Pacific,  and  abide 
it  in  good  faith,  in  order  to  avoid  the  slavery  agitation.  The  Missouri  com- 
promise was  defeated  then  by  the  same  class  of  politicians  who  are  now  com- 
bined in  opposition  to  the  Nebraska  bill.  It  was  because  we  were  unable  to 
carry  oat  that  eoniprornise,  that  a necessity  existed  for  making  a now  one  in 
T85<:>.  And  then  we  established  this  great  principle  of  .^^elf-governmeut  which 
lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  cur  institutions.  What  does  his  charge  amount  to  I 
lie  charges  it,  as  a matter  of  olVenee,  tint  I strnggled  in  1845  and  in  1848  to 
observe  good  faith;  and  he  and  bis  associates  defeated  my  purpose,  and  deprived 
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me  of  the  ability  to  carry  out  what  he  now  says  is  the  plighted  faith  of  the 
nation. 

Mr.  Wade.  I did  not  charge  the  senator  with  anything  except  with  niahinc 
a very  excellent  argument  on  my  side  of  the  question,  and  I wished  he  would 
make  it  agiiri  to-ni^ht.  That  was  all. 

Mr.  Douglas.  "What  was  tlie  argument  whicli  I made  ? A southern  senator 
had  complained  that  the  Missouri  compromise  was  a matter  of  injustice  to  tl;e 
south.  I told  him  he  ought  not  to  complain  of  that  when  his  southern  friends 
were  here  proposing  to  ac-cept  it;  and  if  wc  could  carry  it  out,  be  had  no  righc 
to  make  such  a complaint.  I was  anxious  to  carry  it  out.  It  would  not  have 
done  for  a northern  man  who  was  opposed  to  the  measure,  and  unwillini:  to 
abide  it,  to  take  that  position.  It  would  not  have  become  the  senator  from 
Ohio,  who  then  denounced  the  very  measure  which  he  now  calls  a sacred  com- 
pact, to  take  that  position,  llut,  as  .one  who  had  always  been  in  favor  of  carrj’- 
ing  it  out,  it  was  legitimate  and  proper  that  I should  make  that  argument  in 

Sir,  as  T have  said,  the  south  were  willing  to  agree  to  the  [Missouri  compro- 
mise in  184^^.  When  it  was  proposed  by  me  to  the  Oregon  bill,  as  fso  amend- 
ment, to  extend  that  line  to  the  Pacific,  the  south  agreed  to  it.  The  senate 
adopted  that  proposition,  and  the  House  voted  it  down.  In  1850,  after  the 
omnibus  bill  had  broken  down,  and  we  proceeded  to  pass  the  compromise  mea- 
sures separately,  I proposed,  when  the  Utah  bill  was  under  discus:»ion,  to  make 
a slight  variation  of  the  boundary  of  that  Territory,  so  as  to  include  the  }Ior- 
mon  settlements,  and  not  with  reference  to  any  other  question;  and  it  was  sug- 
gested that  we  should  take  the  line  of  36'^  SOh  That  would  have  accomplished 
the  local  objects  of  the  amendment  very  well.  But  when  I proposed  it,  what 
did  these  free-soilers  say?  What  did  the  senator  tVoui  Ae’W  Hampshire,  [3Ir. 
Hale,]  who  was  ttR'ii  their  leader  in  this  body,  say  ? Here  are  bis  words  : 

’ Mr.  Hale.  I wi.sh  to  say  a woord  as  a reason  why  I shall  vote  against  the 
amendment.  I shall  vote  against  3d^  30',  Icr.an^e  1 thiuk  th.pre  h an  impllra- 
iioii  in  it.  [Laughter.]  I will  vote  for  oU^  or  30°  either,  just  as  it  is  conve- 
nient; hut  it  is  idle  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  here  is  an  attempt  in  this 
bill — I will  not  say  it  is  the  intention  of  the- mover — to  pledge  this  Senate  and 
Congress  to  the  imaginary  line  of  30°  30',  because  there  are  some  hislon'cal 
rccoltcctions  cpninerf’i'.l  iciia  it  in  rfnjurd  to  this  controver.<if  al/pyat  siacoy.  I will 
content  inyselt  with,  saying  tliat  I necer  iriU.,  hy  vote  or  ^pevch^  admit  or  >odrrn<t 
to  anythuirj  fiuit  mat;  hu».d  the  artion  of  our  legislation  here  to  make  the  j/'iralUl 
of  30°  30'  the  Ixaunlary  Uttr  bi  /ireen  slave  and  free  territori/..  And  when  I 
say  that,  I explain  the  reason  why  I go  against  the  amendment.''’ 

These  remarks  of  Mr.  Hale  were  not  made  on  a prop'">5ition  to  extend  the 
Missouri  compromise  line  ro  the  Pacife,  but  on  a proposition  to  fix  30°  30'  as 
the  southern  boundary  line  of  Ut.ih,  for  local  rea.sons.  He  was  against  it  be- 
cause there  might  be,  as  he  .'=aid,  an  implication  growing  out  of  historical  recui- 
lections  in  favor  of  the  imaginary  line  between  siaverv  and  freedom.  Does  that 
look  as  it  his  object  w.as  to  g...t  an  implication  in  favor  of  preserving  saorvi 
this  line,  in  regard  to  whieh  gentlemen  now  say  there  wa.s  a solemn  compai't 
That  prop05;itLoa  may  illu-trate  wbat  I wi=h  to  say  in  this  connexion  upon  a 
point  which  has  been  male  by  the  opponcU'S  of  this  bill  as  to  the  cifect  of  an 
amendment  inserted  on  the  motion  of  the  senator  from  A'hrninia,  [Mr.  Maso.x'.] 
into  the  Texas  boundaiv  hill.  The  oppunonts  of  this  measure  reU'  upmi  tl'-it 
amendment  to  show  tliat.  the  Texas  compact  was  preserved  by  rue  acts  ot  1 
j have  already  showm,  in  my  b.-rmer  speech,  that  the  object  of  tlie  amcmlmeiiC 
was  to  guaranty  to  the  State  of  'Lexas,  with  her  circumscribed  bountlari  th-'' 
same  number  of  State.s  which  .'^he  would  have  had  under  her  larger  boundariey, 
and  with  the  same  right  to  come  in  with  or  without  slaveryy  as  they  please. 
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We  liaTc  been  told  over  and  over  again  that  there  wa'?  no  such  thing  inti- 
Tu'atcd  in  debate  as  that  the  country  cut  ou  from  Texas  was  to  be  relieved  from 
the  stipulation  of  that  compromise.  This  has-been  asserted  boldly  and  uncon- 
ditionally, as  if  there  could  be  no  doubt  about  it.  The  senator  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  d’oombs]  in  his  speech,  showed  that,  in  his  address  to  nis  constituents  of 
that  State,  he  had  ])roclaimed  to  the  world  that  the  object  v/as  to  establish  a 
principle  which  vrould  allow  the  people  to  decide  the  question  of  slavery  for 
themselves,  north  as  well  as  south  of  TO'.  The  line  of  30'  was  vo^ed 
down  as  the  boundary  of  Utah,  so  that  there  should  not  be  even  an  implication 
in  favor  of  an  imaginary  line  to  divide  freedom  and  slavery.  Subsequently, 
when  the  Texas  boundary  bill  was  under  consideration,  on  the  next  day  affW 
the  amendment  of  the  senator  from  Virginia  had  been  adopted,  the  record 
says : , . ' 

Mr.  Sebastian  moved  to  add  to  the  second  article  the  following ; 

‘^^On  the  condition  that  the  territory  hereby  ceded  may  be,  at  the  proper 
time,  formed  into  a State,  and  adinitted  into  the  Union,  with  a constitution 
with  or  without  the  prohibition  of  slavery  therein,  as  the  people  of  the  said 
Territory  may  at  the  time  determine."'' 

Then  the  senator  from  Arkansas  did  propose  that  the  territory  cut  off  should 
be  relieved  from  that  restriction  in  express  terms,  and  allowed  to  come  in  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  this  bill.  What  was  done?  The  debate  continued  : 

“ Mr.  Foote.  Will  ray  fidend  allow  me  to  appeal  to  him  to  move  this  amend- 
ment w'hen  the  territorial  bill  for  New  Mexico  shall  be  up  for  consideration  ? 

It  will  certainly  be  a part  of  that  bill,  and  I shall  then  vote  for  it  with  pleasure. 
Now  it  will  only  embarrass  our  action.''’ 

Let  it  be  remarked,  that  no  one  denied  the  propriety  of  the  provision.  All 
seemed  to  acquiesce  in  the  principle  ; but  it  was  thought  better  to  insert  ir.  in 
the  territorial  bills,  as  w'c  are  now  doing,  instead  of  adding  it  to  the  Texas 
boundary  bill.  The  debate  proceeded  : 

IMr.  Sebastian,  hly  only  object  in  offering  the  amendment  is  to  secure  the 
assertion  of  this  principle  beyond  a doubt.  The  principb  was  acquiesced  in 
without  dlfiiculty  in  regard  to  the  territorial  government  established  for  Utah, 
a part  of  this  acquired  territory,  and,  it  is  proper,  in  my  opinion,  that  ic  should 
be  incorporated  in  this  bill. 

“ Messrs.  Cass,  Foote,  and  others.  Oh,  witlidraw  it. 

‘‘ IMr.  Sebastian.  I think  this  is  the  proper  place  for  it.  It  is  unc'^rtain  . 
whether  it  will  be  incorporated  in  the  other  bill  referred  to,  and  the  bill  itself 
may  not  pass.'” 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  debate  goes  upon  the  supposition  tliat  the  effect  was 
to  rtdease  the  country  north  of  36'’  30'  from  the  obligation  of  the  prohibition  ; 
and  the  only  question,  was  whether  the  declaration  that  it  should  be  received 
into  the  Union  with  or  without  slavery”  should  be  inserted  in  the  Texas  bill, 
or  the  territorial  bill. 

The  debate  was  continued,  and  I will  read  one  or  two  other  passages  : 

“ Mr,  Foote.  I wish  to  state  to  the  senator  a fact  of  which,  I think,  he  is 
pot  observant  at  this  moment;  and  that  is,  that  the  senator  from  Virginia  has 
introduced  an  amendment,  which  is  now  a part  of  the  bill,  which  recognises  the 
Te.vas  compact  of  anuf^xatioii  in  every  respect. 

Mr.  Sebastian.  I was  aware  of  the  effect  of  the  amendment  of  the  sena- 
tor from  Virginia.  It  is  iu  regard  to  the  number  of  States  to  be  formed  out  of 
Texas,  and  is  referred  to  only  iu  gcncrai  terms.” 
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Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  senator  from  Arkansas,  then  explaine*]  the 
amendment  of  the  senator  from  Virginia,  which  had  been  adopted,  in  precisely 
the  same  way  in  which  1 explained  it  in  my  opening  speech.  The  senator  from 
Arkansas  continued  : 

If  this  amendment  be  tbe  same  as  that  oifered  by  tbe  senator  from  Virgi- 
nia there  can  certainly  be  no  barm  in  realSrming  it  in  this  bill,  to  which  I 
think  it  properly  belongs.''' 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  nobody  disputed  that  the  restriction  w’as  to  be  rc* 
moved ; and  tbe  only  question  was,  as  to  the  bill  in  which  that  declaration 
would  be  put.  It  seems,  from  the  record,  that  I took  part  in  the  debate,  and 
said  : 

Mr.  Douglas.  This  boundar}’-  as  now  fixed,  would  leave  Xew  Mexico 
bounded  on  the  east  by  the  103°  of  longitude  up  to  36°  30',  and  then  east  to 
the  100° ; and  it  leaves  a narrow  neck  of  land  between  36°  SO'  and  the  old 
boundary  of  Texas,  that  would  not  naturally  and  properly  go  to  Xew  3Iexico 
when  it  should  become  a Scate.  This  amendment  would  compel  us  to  include 
it  in  New  IMexico,  or  to  form  it  into  another  State.  When  the  principle  shall 
come  up  in  the  bill  for  the  organization  of  a territorial  government  for  Xew 
?iiexico,  no  doubt  the  same  vote  which  inserted  it  in  the  omnibus  bill,  and  the 
Utah  bill  will  insert  it  there. 

“ Several  Senators.  Xo  doubt  of  it." 

Upon  that  debate  the  amendment  of  the  senator  from  Arkansas  was  Toted 
down,  because  it  was  avowed  and  distinctly  understood  that  the  amendment  of 
the  senator  from  Virginia,  taken  in  connexion  wuth  tlie  remainder  of  the  bill, 
did  release  the  country  ceded  by  Texas,  north  of  36°  30'  from  the  restriction  ; 
and  it  was  agreed  that  if  we  did  not  put  it  into  the  Texas  boundary  bill,  it 
should  go  into  the  territorial  bill.  I stated,  as  a reason  why  it  should  not  go 
into  the  Texas  boundary  bill,  that  if  it  did  it  would  be  a compact,  and  would 
compel  us  to  put  the  wUole  ceded  country  into  one  State,  when  it  might  be 
more  convenient  and  natural  to  make  a different  boundary.  I pledged  myself 
then  that  it  should  be  put  into  the  territorial  bill  j and  when  we  considered  tbe 
territorial  bill  for  Xew  Mexico  we  put  in  the  same  clause,  so  far  as  the  country 
ceded  by  'Texas  was  embraced  within  that  territory,  and  it  passed  in  that  shape. 
When  it  went  into  the  House,  they  united  the  two  bills  together,  and  thus  this 
clause  passed  in  the  same  bill,  as  the  senator  from  Arkansas  desired. 

Now,  sir,  have  I not  shown  conclusively  that  it  was  the  understanding  in  that 
debate  that  the.  effect  was  to  release  the  country  north  of  36°  30',  which  f>r- 
inerly  belonged  to  Texas,  from  the  operation  of  that  restriction,  and  to  provide 
that  it  should  come  into  the  Union  with  or  without  slavery,  as  its  people  shouM 
sec  proper  ? 

That  being  the  ease,  I ask  tbe  senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Chase]  if  be  ought 
not  to  have  been  cautious  when  he  charged  over  and  over  again  that  there  was 
not  a word  or  a syllable  uttered  in  debate  to  that  effect  ? Should  he  not  have 
been  cautious  when  he  said  that  it  was  a mere  after-thought  on  my  part  '• 
Should  he  not  have  been  cautious  when  he  said  that  even  I never  dreamed  of  t 
up  to  the  4th  of  January  of  this  year?  Whereas  the  record  shows  that  I ma'.le 
a speech  to  that  effect  during  the  pendency  of  the  bills  of  1S50.  The  sanm 
statement  was  repeated  by  nearly  every  senator  who  followed  him  in  debate  in 
opposition  to  this  bill;  and  it  is  now  being  circulated  over  the^  con.ntry,  pej'- 
lished  in  every  abolition  paper,  and  read  on  every  stump  by  every  abolition  ora- 
tor, in  order  to  got  up  a prejudice  against  me  and  the  nmasure  1 have  introduceJ. 
Those  gentlemen  should  not  have  dared  to  utter  the  statement  without  knowing 
whether  it  was  correct  or  not.  These  records  are  troublesome  things  sometimes. 
It  is  not  proper  for  a man  to  charge  another  with  a mere' after-thought  because 
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ho  did  not  know  that  he  had  advocated  the  same  principles  before.  Because  he 
did  not  know  it  he  should  not  take  it  for  granted  that  nobody  else  did.  Let 
lue  toll  the  senators  that  it  is  a very  iinsnte  rule  for  them  to  rely  upon.  They 
ou'^ht  to  have  had  sufticient  fespcct  for  a brother  senator  to  have  believed,  when 
he  came  forward  with  an  important  proposition,  that  he  had  investigated  it. 
They  ought  to  have  had  sufficient  respect  for  a committee  of  this  body  to  have 
as.^umed  that  they  meant  what  they  said. 

When  I see  such  a system  of  misinterpretation,  and  misrepresentation  of 
views,  of  laws,  of  records,  of  debates,  all  tending  to  mislead  the  public,  to 
excite  prejudice,  and  to  propairate  error,  ha^m  I not  a right  to  expose  it  in  very 
plain  terms,  without  being  arraigned  for  violating  the  courtesies  of  the  Senate? 

3[r.  President,  frequent  reference  has  been  made  in  debate  to  the  admission 
of  Arkansas  as  a slave-hoklmg  State,  as  furnishing  evidence'that ,lhe  abolition- 
ists and  freesoilers,  who  have  recently  become  so  much  enamored  with  the  Mis- 
souri compromise,  have  always  been  faithful  to  its  stipulations  and  implications. 
1 will  sliow  that  the  reference  is  unfortunate  for  them.  ^Vheu  Arkansas  applied 
for  admission  in  1836,  objection  was  made  in  consequence  of  the  provisions  of 
her  constitution  in  respect  to  slavery.  When  the  abolitionists  and  tVesoilers  of 
that  day  were  arraigned  for  making  that  objection,  upon  the  ground  that  Ar- 
kansas was  south  of  30^  30',  they  replied  that  the  act  of  18:20  was  never  a 
compromise,  much  less  a compact,  imposing  any  obligation  upon  the  successors 
of  those  who  passed  the  act  to  pay  any  more  respect  to  its  provisions  than  to 
any  other  enactment  of  ordinary  legislation.  I have  the  debates  before  me,  but 
will  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Senate  only  to  read  one  or  two  paragraphs. 
Mr.  Hand  of  New  York,  in  opposition  to  the  admission  of  Arkansas  as  a slave- 
holding State,  said  : 

1 am  aware  it  will  be,  as  It  has  been  already  contended,  that  by  the  Mis- 
souri compromise,  as  it  has  been  preposterously  termed,  Congress  has  parted 
with  its  right  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  territory  south  of 
36'^  30'  north  latitude." 

He  acknowledged  that  by  the  Missouri  compromise,  as  be.  said  it  was  prepos- 
terously termed,  the  north  was  estopped  from  denying  the  right  to  hold  slaves 
south  of  that  line;  but,  he  added  : 

• “ There  are,  to  my  mind,  insuperable  objections  to  the  soundness  of  that  pro- 

position." 

Here  they  are : 

the  first  place,  there  was  no  compromise  or  compact  v, 'hereby  Congress 
surrendered  any  power,  or  yielded  any  jurisdiction;  and,  in  the  second  place,  if 
it  had  done  so,  it  was  a mere  legislative  act,  that  could  not  bind  their  successors, 
it  would  be  subject  to  a repeal  at  the  will  of  any  succeeding  Congress." 

I give  these  passages  as  st)ecimens  of  the  various  speeches  made  in  opposition 
to  the  admission  of  Arkansas  by  the  same  class  of  politicians  who  now  oppose 
the  Xebraska  bill  upon  the  ground  that  it  violates  a solemn  compact.  So  much 
for  the  speeches.  AMw  for  the  vote.  The  Journal  which  I hold  in  my  hand, 
shows  that  forty-nine  northern  votes  were  recorded  against  the  admission  of 
Arkansas. 

Yet,  sirs,  in  utter  disregard — and  charity  leads  me  to  bone,  in  profound  ig- 
norance— of  all  these  facts,  gentlemen  are  boasting  that  the  north  always  ob- 
served the  contract,  never  denied  its  validity,  never  xvished  to  violate  it ; and 
they  have  even  referred  to  the  cases  of  the  admission  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas 
as  instances  of  their  good  faith. 

Now,  is  it  possible  that  gentlemen  could  suppose  these  things  could  be  said 
and  d’stributed  in  their  speeches  without  exposure  ? I)Id  they  presume  that, 
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inasmuch  as  their  liros  were  (devoted  to  slavery  agitation,  whatever  they  dii]  ro,r. 
know  about  the  history  of  that  question  did  not  exist 't  I am  willing  to  hi;- 
lieve,  1 hope  it  may  be  the  fact,  tliat  they  were  prufouuclly  ignorant,  of  all 
tiiese  records,  ail  these  debates,  all  these  facts,  which  overthrow  every  po.-itiuu- 
thoy  have  assumed.  I wish  the  senator  from  Maine,  [?d'r.  Fesseuden,]  wl-.., 
delivered  his  maiden  speech  here  to-night,  and  who  made  a great  nianv 
sbibs  at  me,  had  informed  himself  upon  the  subject  before  he  repeated  all  ihe.‘') 
groundless  as.sertions.  I can  excuse  him  for  the  reason  that  be  has  been  her  ^ 
hut  a few  days,  and,  having  enlisted  under  the  banner  of  the  abolition  confede- 
rates, was  unwise  and  simple  enough  to  believe  that  what  they  had  published 
could  be  relied  upon  as  stubborn  facts.  He  may  be  an  innocent  victim.  I 
hoj^e  he  c-an  have  the  excuse  of  not  having  investigated  the  subject.  Iain 
willing  to  excuse  him  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  know  what  he  was  talking: 
about,  and  it  is  the  only  excuse  which  I can  make  for  him.  I will  say,  liow- 
ever,  that  I do  not  think  be  w’as  required  by  hi.^  loyalty  to  the  aboH'-ionists  to 
repeat  every  disreputable  insinuatioa  which  they  made.  Why  did  he  throw 
into  bis  speech  that  foul  inuendo  about  a northern  man  with  southern  princi- 
ples,’’ and  then  quote  tlic  senator  from  blassachu.setts  [Mr.  Sumner]  as  his  au- 
thority ? Ay,  sir,  I say  that  foul  insimiation.  Hid  not  the  senator  from  bla.s- 
' sacliusetts,  who  first  dragged  it  into  this  debate,  wish  to  have  the  public  under- 
stand that  I was  known  as  a northern  man  wuth  southern  principles  ? Wa.s  not 
that  the  allusion  ? If  it  vtas,  heavaib^d  himself  of  a cant  phrase  in  the  public 
mind,  in  violation  of  the  truth  of  history.  I know  of  but  one  man  in  this 
coulfstry  who  ever  made  it  a boast  that  he  was  “a  northern  man  with  southern 
principles,”  and  he  [turning  to  3Ir.  Sumner]  was  candidate  for  the  Presi- 

dency in  1848.  [Applause  in  the  galleries.] 

The  Presiding  Officer,  [Mr.  Mason.]  Order,  order. 

Mr.  Douglas.  If  his  sarcasm  was  intended  for  iMartin  Van  Buren,  it  involvc.s 
a family  quarrel,  with  which  I have  no  disposition  to  interfere.  I will  only  add 
that  I have  been  able  to  discover  nothing  in  the  present  position  or  recent  hi.s- 
tory  of  that  distinguished  statesman,  which  would  lead  me  to  covet  the  sohrh 
q)Lf't  by  which  he  is  known — “'a  nurthern  man  with  southern  principles.” 

Mr.  I’resident,  the  senators  from  Ohio  and  3Iassachusetts,  [Mr.  Chase  and 
^Ir.  Sumner,]  . have  taken  the  liberty  to  impeach  my  motives  in  bringing  Pu-- 
Wiird  this  mea.surs.  I desire  to  know  I>y  what  right  they  arraign  me,  or  I'y 
wb.at  authority  thev  impuite  to  me  other  and  different  motives  than  those  which 
I have  assigned.  I have  shown  from  the  record  that  I advocated  and  voted  tbr 
the  same  principles  and  provisions  in  the  compromise  acts  of  1850,  which  are 
embraced  in  this  bill.  I have  proven  that  I put  the  same  construction  upon 
those  measures  immediately  after  their  adoption  that  is  given  in  the  rep  uc 
which  I submitted  this  sccssion  from  the  Committee  on  Territories.  I have 
sliown  that  the  legislature  of  Illinois  at  its  Sr.^t  session,  after  those  mea^ure.s 
were  enacted,  passed  resolutions  approving  them,  and  declaring  that  the  same 
great  principles  of  soif-government  should  be  incorporated  into  all  territorni 
organizations.  Yet,  sir,  in  the  face  of  these  facts,  these  senators  have  the 
hardihood  to  declare  that  this  was  all  an  ‘^afterthought”  on  my  part,  conceiv'd 
for  the  first  time  during  the  present  session;  and  th.at  the  measure  is  offered  as 
a bid  for  presidential  votes  1 Are  they  incapable  of  conceiving  that  an  honc.-'t, 
man  can  do  a right  thing  from  worthy  motives?  I must  be  permitted  t)  t.  h 
those  senatnr.s  that  their  experience  in  seeking  political  preferment  doc.-;  not 
furni.sli  a safe  rule  by  which-to  judge  the  cliaracter  and  principles  of  other  .see.i* 
tors ! 

I must  be  permitted  to  tell  the  Senator  from  Ohio  that  I did  not  obtain  my 
seat  in  this  body,  either  by  a corrupt  bargain  or  a dishonorable  coalition  I I 
roust  be  permitted  to  remind  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  that  I did  m;'  en- 
ter into  any  eopobications  or  arrangements  by  which  my  character,  my  pviuoi- 
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pics,  and  my  honor,  were  set  up  at  public  auction  or  pivate  sale  in  order  to  pro- 
cure a seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  I I did  not  come  into  the  Senate 
by  any  suc*h  means. 

Mr.  "Weller.  But  there  are  some  men  whom  I know  that  did. 

3Ir.  Chase,  (to  Mr.  Weller.)  Do  you  say  that  I came  here  by  a bargain  ? 

The  ihesiding  OtBccr,  [Mr.  Mason.]  Order  must  be  preserved  in  the  Se- 
nate. 

Mr.  Weller.  I will  explain  what  I mean. 

The  Presiding  Olheer.  The  Senator  from  Illinois  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

]\Ir.  Dodge  of  Iowa.  I caii  both  the  Senator  from  California  and  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  to  order. 

Mr.  Douglas.  1 cannot  yield  the  floor  until  I get  through.  I say,  then, 
there  is  nothing  which  authorized  that  Senator  to  impugn  my  motives. 

Mr.  Chase.  IViil  the  Senator  froia  Illinois  allow  me  ^ Does  he  say  that  I 
came  into  the  Senate  by  a corrupt  bargain  ? 

Mr.  Douglas.  I cannot  permit  the  Senator  to  change  the  issue.  lie  has  ar- 
raitrneJ  me  on  the  charge  of  seeding  high  political  station  by  unworthy  means. 
I tell  him  there  is  nothing  in  my  history  which  would  create  the  suspicion  that 
I come  into  the  Senate  by  a corrupt  bargain  or  a disgraceful  coalition. 

Mr.  Chase.  "Whoever  says  that  I came  here  by  a corrupt  bargain  states  what 
is  false. 

Mr.  Weller.  Mr.  President.  

Mr.  Douglas.  Mj  friend  from  Ciilifornia  will  wait  till  I get  through,  if  he 
pleases. 

The  Presiding  O^cer.  The  Senator  from  Illinois  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  Douglas.  It  will  not  do  fur  the  Senator  from  Ohio  to  return  offensive 
expressions  afler  what  I have  said  and  proven.  Nor  can  I permit  him  to  change 
the  issue,  and  thereby  divert  public  attention  from  the  enormity  of  bis  ofl'ence, 
in  cbarcting  nie  with  unworthy  motives;  while  performing  a high  public  duty, 
in  obedience  to  the  expressed  wi=h  and  known  principles  of  my  State.  I choose 
to  n.aiitam  my  own  position,  and  leave  the  public  to  ascertain,  if  they  do  cot 
unde.’'Stand,  how  and  by  wh.at  means  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate. 

>lr.  Chase.  If  the  Senator  will  aliovv'  mo,  I will  say,  in  reply  to  the  remarks 
which  the  vSenator  Las  just  made,  that  I did  not  understand  him  as  calling 
upon  me  for  any  explan:ition  of  the  statement  which  he  said  w'as  made  in  re- 
gard to  a presidential  bid.  The  exact  statement  in  the  address  was  this — it  was 
a question  addressed  to  the  people  : “Would  they  allow  their  dearest  rights  to 
be  made  the  hazards  of  a presidentia.  game?"  That  was  the  exact  expression. 
Now,  ^ir,  it  is  well  known  that  all  the.se  great  measures  in  the  country  are  in- 
fluenced, more  or  le.ss,  by  reference  to  the  great  public  canvasses  which  are  go- 
ing on  from  time  to  time.  I certainly  did  not  intend  to  impute  to  the  Senator 
from  lUinois — and  I de.sire  always  to  do  justice — in  that  any  improper  motive, 
I do  not  think  it  is  an  unworthy  ambition  to  desire  to  be  a JTesident  of  the 
United  States,  I do  not  think  that  the  bringing  forward  of  a measure  with  re- 
ference to  that  object  would  bo  an  improper  thing,  if  the  measure  be  proper  in 
itself.  I differ  from  the  Senator  in  my  judgnient  )f  the  measure.  I do  not 
think  the  measure  is  a rigtit  one.  In  that  I express  the  judgment  which  I ho- 
nestly entertain.  I do  not  condemn  his  judgment;  I do  not  make,  and  I do 
not  desire  to  make,  any  personal  imputations  upon  him  in  reference  to  a groat 
public  question. 

IMr.  Weller.  Mr.  Presidei  t — 

Mr.  Douglas.  I cannot  aNow  my  friend  from  California  to  come  into  the 
ring  at  this  time,  for  this  is  my  peculiar  business.  I nmy  let  him  in  after 
awhile.  I wish  to  examine  the  explanation  of  the  senator  from  Ohio,  and  see 
whether  I ought  to  accept  it  as  satisfactory.  He  has  quoted  the  language  cf 
the  address.  It  is  undeniable  that  that  language  clearly  imputed  to  me  the  de- 
2G 


r 


ibi 


L4 


A * 


-Viq  ol  iT»l>io  w 10  soi^OA  ^Udttq  4fl  qw  ist  aWw  ^loonH  But  .eotq^ 

^ ^”4*****^'  ! iiaaiufi  iJilioU  »dl  lo  o3«at%  odi  o(  jao«  a tioa 

^M®  r.r  r /,  tlOAsynt  yd 

. . . i -wo  ifili  I ptni  oniot  oit  oiodi  jn;H  .n»IJd7f  ,iH 

T ai*ywd  A ei-jjJ  wnxD  f jiiih  <a«  iwx  </<I  ( lAfbV/  .iK  oJ)  .il4 

•dS  odJ  at  bDTiSfitivf^syj  ,t»WO  [.aowlC  ,iK]\i9a5iO  odT 


.qtdttT  1 3trffr  ortfqxo  Hm  I ^'si^lhYT 


fiofft  »ifi  ©1  t»tf«ii*2.«jT,  .•wsaaaoiJhid^'i  BdT 

vii$n3?,  »iU  tioA  tia'U/hneSr  ..rfj  Hto'J  ^,ai  jgbsll  aU. 


.u  - _ , . . .lobia  Oioii 

^nodi  ,x«  I o»fJ  fjki'x  4oiWAa  I .tM  ^ 

.tayilom  x#  Hiii  bo^h^pA  do«j»T  %cidiod  n sioiJ  . i 

I iciiJ  xc^  9d  ll^qa  i04ucc8  odi  JliV/  Ati.dO  .rU  ’, 

, v-Y  '*■  ^ -'  ■ -1  lq««t03i^A  yd  ^aa<»^^mU  atoi  »ait9 

' .-rt  Rod  oH  U)rom  4i*c«&(j  i JUjJgiKiCl 


4^'f 


.eotsm  xdm^wiw  \d  djjid  ^ai'U^  io  o^nitb  oda 

4Adj  omtyiqw/t  ud)  gjA‘M  ^ 6i»di  mU  li^  I 


.iMiiji4o»  nioJSii.d.  A &4Aa»a  oitj  oioi  aujoo  I 

Ud-w  Eolfiie  ©tuio  i idvoodv/  .««itdO  .iI5  •.  ‘ 

^fh  '•■IB  '>-. 


<]'^'  jV  .... 

od  vd§*K>iai  lag', I 


f 'iM  , >iall»7T  Mi 


IUwfA-rflioltifiO'!dicn‘)a;ba|h^  .tM 

•'■  .ar  i-v,  > '■  ■•-«  ■m 

. ^.»Tri0a  9di  ol  &*UtJjGMh,w  1^  orjn^  lOlAas^  tdX  goiBJayil  odX 

jrrjsaofJo  oitfioi  i4_ok.|oc,Jlw^  >ijdg^:.4K‘ 


r { 


9D.ry«da  oi  odd  jica*^  I i?»;y 


ifm  v0»mq  Boa  jWwdVfiM  ibdi^iaWROO 
i?4' .lb’ xjfii^i|MD^.  )i^Mh 


,X-Job  , oifdtrq  'diid  ' dfidw  { a^;,. 

9»oo  dp  1 ,'j) (}:  x^'-t1g;''^bji:ji.‘  tiq 'd  w oit st. biwt  ,■  'Er.tw ' batea^/xo' oiii  ca  antmibii'da  at  ■* 

Ion  ob  tdi  07tt(  ,5oji|iEfeQj;i|  ifwo'  ^^it  oiAliBfA^  o4^ 

pjfr^  utr  $4  titm(Q^0dptii  xd  Jfstn  Wi  »bqA4ti%4rl)A« 

adiffffim  rufj  oj  VI ■^ttdD 

§aiu«j>  f.4  bib  j s#^  d^tSw 

rii'i  0f.,,t‘Bfc<ii  of>qo 

.?rwaj-^hf,i  ai  l:>iS;o  ^dX  o4  htMi 

03  ^dd^ji  todW  '**\^ioiq^q  lioii^yop  ! 

lotxa  fe<%:iA|dy  odf  ©tww  od 

«oi.,^  tpnum 

rt^iiAn^  4.  'i.flf'  /,.  .i. , -«  . '"i.  1^  . . ■■'(SL  _ IL,  -k  .'  1 . 'j#  . ^ W;  ' m 


d&idw,>ka«^tttvn=^ 

yojtfl^a  &(M  o|,,>Jwq(r^  0^1^  Km,  bib  Ofioil  no  ^-kh 


odi , -SQ^him^i  A ^ oi  "'m  oB  ’'I'' .. 

„ .91  djltf  «ibAA‘>«i  #4  ^ t)T4fwjdl  i'^  'ispfjiie  h»fMJ  ■ 

ai  iaqotq^od  sy0^o«m  odi  Ci#  id^V^^otldo  i^di  ot  • 

',..,K>a,ob  l ^jtkftpiafed^  h/Sapip^al  xm  ®'*'‘^dwaS':a(#rd^^ 

-od  b^dotd^r  Bdl  K*^7qx;9  ql  k .c2Bjo  Mgii  a w tmatiMa  atiJ  ifa id) 

ob  1 btfA  I ob  | .aiah^aP 

oi  inid  m 

r-.‘  'idoJl«6.t»p  aildAf 

,5_  ,■  '^::  S4«»«W  'kiH  ^ ' 

9j||  6ioi  0GRO9  od  MlehjaVljiO  tooit  tahh"^  xm  I "wiJj^woil^.iK  ^ 


1^  ^makod  isiloox?  X*^ ' 


. - . V _-  J<i0X?X,*^^^*  S?d3  10  4wiJ  fcldl*' 

99S  oaA  tOid^  loitnii  sdl  )o  qoiiAaidqcd^Aii]  9qi[A3Aj;V  ol  d<iw  I ‘ .olidwA 


Cs^fUigoid  Kiiti  pH^  ol  Idgoo  f 

.«b  o4l  oia  04^  i£iU  ol^mdmo  d il  ^ Wtbb«  uttB 

p;:'ffi  


402 


Sign  of  bringing  forward  this  bill  with  a view  of  securing  my  own  election  to 
the  presidency.  Then,  by  way  of  excusing  himself  for  impaling  to  me  such  u 
purpose,  the  senator  says  that  be  does  not  consider  it  an  unworthy  ambition;'' 
and  hence  he  says  that,  in  making  the  charge,  be  does  not  impugn  my  motives. 

I must  remind  him  that,  in  addition  to  that  insinuation,  he  only  said,  in  .the 
same  address,  that  my  bill  was  a ‘‘criminal  betrayal  of  precious  rights la. 
only  said  it  was  “an  atrocious  plot  against  freedom  and  bumanity  he  only 
said  that  it  was  “meditated  bad  faith he  only  spoke  significantly  of  “ servile 
demagogues;'’'  he  only  called- upon  the  preachers  of  the  (Tospel  and  the  peoph: 
at  their  public  meetings  to  denounce  and  resist  such  a monstrous  iniquity.  In 
saying  all  this,  and  much  of  the  saaie  sort,  he  now  assures  me,  in  the  presence 
of  the  Senate,  that  he  did  not  mean  the  charge  to  imply  an  “ unworthy  ambi- 
tion that  it  was  not  intended  as  a “ personal  iraputationl'  upon  my  motive.s 
or  character;  and  that  he  meant  “ no  personal  disrespect"  to  me  as  the  author 
of  the  measure.  In  reply,  I will  content  myself  with  the  remark',  that  there 
is  a very  wide  difference  of  opinion  between  the  senator  from  Ohio  and  myselt’ 
in  respect  to  the  meaning  of  words,  and  especially  in  regard  to  the  line  of  con- 
duct which,  in  a public  man,  does  not  constitute  unworthy  ambition. 

IMr.  Weller.  Now,  I ask  my  friend  from  lllinoia  to  give  way  to  me  for  a few 
moments. 

i\Ir.  Douglas.  I yield  the  floor. 

Mrl  Weller.  I made  a remark  which  no  doubt  gave  t'lu.se  to  this  dirzression 
in  the  argument  of  the  senator  from  Illinois.  I presume  that  I know  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  senator  from  Ohio  was  elected  lo  this  body.  I in- 
timated them  in  the  expression  of  opinion  which  I gave  a few  moments  ago.  I 
do  not  know  that  the  senator  was  elected  here  under  a compronf.se,  or  an  agree- 
ment, or  an  express  bargain.  I entertain  no  personal  feeling  of  'lU-will  ag•un^J^ 
the  senator,  however  little  respect  I may  have  for  his  political  opinions.  I pro- 
pose to  state  some  facts,  however,  connected  with  his  election,  and  leave  others 
to  decide  how  far  they  constituted  a bargain.  Soon  after  the  admission  of  O no 
into  the  Union,  a law  had  been  passed  prohibiting  negroes  and  their  desctndants 
fforn  testifying  in  a court  of  justice  when  a white  man  was  a party — the  same 
law  required  a negro,  upon  coming  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  to  give 
bond  and  security  that  he  would  not  become  a pauper.  This  law  v/as  particu- 
larly ndiou.s  to  the  abolitionists,  and  the  democrats  had  uniformly  opposed  it.s 
repeal,  upon  the  ground  that  such  an  act  would  encourage  and  invite  emigrinrs 
cd  that  class  to  the  St-ite.  8 ich  persons,  they  held,  would  add  nothing  to  the 
real  .strength  cf  the  State.  Certain  judges  of  the  supreme  and  other  courts 
were  to  be  elected  by  the  legislature.  Some  members  of  the  board  of  public 
woiKs  were  to  be  appointed.  For  these  places  there  vfere,  as  is  usually  the  ca.^e, 
a multitude  of  applicants.  The  political  power  between  the  two  great  partie.s 
in  the  legislature  was  so  equally  divided  that  a few  (three  or  four,  I believe’ 
uboUtionists  held  the  balance  between  them.  An  effort  was  made  to  compr'.'*- 
rui.'O  wuth  the  whigsand  elect  an  abolitio)n.st  in  the  other  branch  of  Congro.ss  t » 
tne  Seii-ite.  This  failed.  Propositions  were  then  made  to  the  democrats,  vrhion 
resulted  in  the  repeal  of  the  ‘‘  black-laws,"  the  appointment  of  certain  domo- 
crats  to  judgeships,  Ac.,  and  the  election  of  Mr.  Chase  to  the  Senade.  Tl)e.-e 
facts  transpired  about  the  time  I left  the  State  for  California,  and  I know  gave 
great  dissatrsfaction  to  a largo  portion  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Chii.'t?.  I know  that  the  .senator  from  California  means  to  state  the  facts 
correctly;  but  I think  justice  to  myself,  and  justice  to  my  State,  req’ur'S  me 
to  say  tltat  ho  is  not  ;on'ecily  inforniovl  in  regard  to  tlic  material  fi.-.ts.  dim 
tratii  is,  and  I owe  it  to  niv  State  to  say  it,  that  in  the  legislature,  at  the  tiai  j 
of  my  election,  there  were  three  parties,  one  of  them  known  as  the  indepomieue 
democrats,  or  sometimes  as  iree-soilers,  another  known  as  the  old-line  d-.uu  - 
crais,  and  another  known  a.s  whigs.  It  was  impossibio  for  either  of  these  three 
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pirtios  to  elect  its  candidate  of  itself,  and  that  liappened  which  I believe  has 
Lap[!fncd  in  very  many  of  the  States  north  and  south. 

>lr.  Weller.  How  many  votes  liad  the  third  party  ? 

Mr.  Chase.  Ten  or  twelve.  There  were  ten  or  twelve  gentlemen  elected  as 
frecsoilers;  but  it  is  true  the  whig  portion  of  them  did  not  vote  for  me.  I got 
none  but  democratic  votes.  I received  the  democratic  portion  of  the  freesoil 
vote,  and  I received  the  whole  of  the  old-line  democratic  vote,  without  a single 
exception.  On  the  other  hand,  some  gentlemen,  generally  concurring  with  me 
in  political  views  in  most  fespects,  and  also  in  respect  to  slavery,  but  belonging 
to  the  old-line  organisation,  were  elected  as  members  of  the  supreme  court. 
That  is  the  whole  of  it. 

Iso  far  as  the  repeal  of  the  black  laws  is  concerned  ; those  laws  which,  I think, 
tlic  senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Butler]  once  mentioned  as  a subject  of 
reproach  against  the  people  of  Ohio,  by  which  bonds  were  required  for  the 
good  behavior  of  every  colored  person  coining  into  the  State,  and  by  which 
every  colored  person  was  excluded  as  a witness  upon  the  trial  of  a white  man, 
that  whole  matter  of  repeal  occurred  prior  to  the  election,  and  had  no  connex- 
ion with  it  as  far  I know. 

Mr.  Weller.  Vfas  not  that  part  of  the  agreement  wBich  resulted  in  your 
cleclioQ  ? I know  these  laws  were  repealed  at  the  same  session,  and  I always 
understood  it  was  a part  of  the  bargain. 

IMr.  Chase.  It  bad  no  connexion  with  it,  so  far  as  I know.  I have  no  doubt 
that  the  Senator  thinks  it  had,  but  he  is  mistaken.  Xow,  I take  occasion  to 
say  that  the  repeal  of  these  inhuman  ani  oppressive  laws  was  a measure  de- 
manded by  the  people.  1 rejoiced  at  their  repeal.  I believe  that  everybody 
who  has  investigated  the  subject  thinks  that  that  repeal  was  a humane  mea- 
sure— a wise,  fit,  and  a proper  measure.  Everybody  who  knows  anything  about 
the  population  of  my  State  since  that,  knows,  that,  far  from  having  been  pro- 
ductive of  any  injury,  it  has  resuited  in  great  good.  That  is  all  I have  to  say. 

Mr.  Sumner.  Will  the  Senator  from  Illinois  yield  the  floor  to  me  for  a mo- 
ment? 

Mr.  Douglas.  As  I presume  it  is  on  the  same  point,  I will  hear  the  testi- 
mony. 

Mr.  Suoiuer.  Mr.  President,  I shrink  always  instinctively  from  any  effort 
to  repel  a personal  assault.  I do  not  recognize  the  jurisdiction  of  this  body  to 
try  my  election  to  toe  Senate;  but  I do  state,  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois, that  if  he  means  to  suggest  that  I came  into  the  body  by  any  waiver  of 
principles;  by  any  abandonment  of  my  principles  of  any  kind;  by  any  effort 
or  activity  of  my  own,  in  any  degree,  he  states  that  which  cannot  be  sustained 
by  the  facts.  I never  sought,  in  any  way,  the  ofiice  which  I now  hold;  nor 
^as  I a party,  in  any  way,  directly  or  indirecthq  to  those  efforts  which  placed 
me  here. 

Mr.  Weller.  My  only  excuse  for  intermeddling  with  this  matter  was,  that  I 
am,  [ believe,  the  only  n'.ember  of  the  Senate  who  is  a native  of  Ohio.  I took 
occasion  to  say,  some  days  ago,  that  I was  very  much  mortified  that  niy  native 
State  should  be  represented  in  the  manner  she  is  on  this  floor.  I happened  to 
be  familiar,  as  I have  stated,  with  the  circumstances  under  w'hiclrthe  Senator 
ou  my  right  (Mr.  Chase)  was  elected.  He  was  elected  to  the  Senate  the  very 
year  that  I left  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  I vras  very  glad  to  have  an  opportunity 
ot  changing  my  residence  on  that  remarkable  occasion.  [Laughter.]  That  is 
the  only  anolngy  v^hich  I have  to  offer  for  intermeddling  with  what  is  othervrise 
a personal  matter  between  the  Senator  from  Ohio  and  the  Senator  from  Illinois. 
I -mally,  I have  as  much  as  I can  do  to  attend  to  my  own  affairs — I am  rarely 
a volunteer  in  the  controversies  of  others. 

.Mr.  Douglas.  I do  not  complain  of  my  friend  from  California  for  interposing 

the  maimer  ho  has;  for  I sec  that  it  was  very  appropriate  in  him  to  do  so. 
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Pat,  sir,  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  comes  up  with  a very  bold  front,  an  I’ 
denies  the  right  of  any  man  to  put  him  on  defence  for  the  manner  of  his  cKc- 
tion.  He  says  it  is  contrary  to  his  principles  to  engage  in  personal  assaults. 
If  he  expects  to  avail  himself  of  the  benefit  of  such  a plea,  he  should  act  iu 
accordance  with  his  professed  principles,  and  refrain  from  assaulting  the  cliar-ae- 
ter  and  impugning  the  motive.s  of  better  men  than  himself.  Everybody  laiovv.< 
that  he  came  here  by  a coalition  or  combination  between  political  partio-s  h'.l-i- 
ing  opposite  and  hostile  opinions.  But  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  go  into  tho  mn- 
rality  of  the  matters  involved  in  his  election.  Tho  public  know  the  bistory'nf 
that  notorious  coalition,  and  have  formed  its  judgment  upon  it.  It  will  not  d.) 
f.jr  the  Senator  to  say  that  he  was  not  a party  to  it,  for  he  thereby  betrays  a 
consciousness  of  the  immorality  of  the  transaction,  without  acquitting  him.-^eh' 
of  the  responsibilities  which  ju.stly  attach  to  him.  As  well  might  the  receiver 
of  stolen  goods  deny  any  responsibility  for  the  larceny,  while  luxuriating  in  the 
proceeds  of  the  crime,  as  the  senator  to  avoid  the  consequences  resulting  froui 
the  mode  of  his  election,  while  he  clings  to  the  office.  I must  be  permitted  to 
remind  him  of  what  he  certainly  can  never  forget,  that  when  he  arrived  here, 
to  take  his  seat  for  the  fi.-st  time,  so  firmly  were  senators  impressed  with  the 
conviction  that  he  had  beeu  elected  by  dishonorable  and  corrupt  means,  there 
were  very  few  who,  for  a long  time,  could  deem  it  consistent  with  personal  hu- 
Dor  to  hold  private  intercourse  wdth  him.  So  general  was  that  impression,  that 
for  a long  time  he  was  avoided  and  shunned  as  a person  unworthy  of  the  asso- 
ciation of  gentlemen.  Gradually,  however,  these  injurious  impressions  were 
worn  away  by  his  bland  manners  and  amiable  deportment ; and  I regret  that 
the  senator  should  now,  by  a violation  of  all  the  rules  of  courtesy  and  propri- 
ety, compel  me  to  refresh  his  mind  upon  these  unwelcome  reminiscences. 

i-Ir.  Chase.  If  the  senator  refers  to  me,  he  is  stating  a fact  of  which  I have 
DO  knowledge  at  all.  I came  here 

Mr.  Douglas.  I was  not  speaking  of  the  senator  from  Ohio,  but  of  his  con- 
federate in  slander,  the  senator  from  Massachusetts,  [air.  Sumner.]  I have  a 
word  now  to  say  to  the  other  senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Wade.]  On  the  day 
when  I exposed  this  abolition  address,  so  full  of  slanders  and  calumnies,  he 
rose  and  stated  that,  although  his  name  was  signed  to  it,  be  had  never  read  it ; 
and  BO  willing  was  he  to  endorse  an  abolition  document,  that  he  signed  it  ia 
bUnk,  without  knowing  what  it  contained. 

Mr.  ^\^lde.  I have  always  found  them  true. 

Mr..  Douglas.  He  stated  that  from  what  I bad  exposed  of  its  contents  he 
did  not  hesitate  to  endorse  every  word.  In  tho  same  speech  he  said,  thas  in 
C)hio  a negro  was  as  good  as  a white  man;  with  the  avowal  that  he  did  m.u 
consider  himself  any  better  than  a free  negro.  I have  only  to  say  that  I should 
not  have  noticed  it  if  none  but  free  negroes  had  signed  it  I •*' 

The  senator  from  New  York,  [IMr.  Skward,]  when  I was  about  to  call  him 
to  account  for  thi.s  slanderous  production,  promptly  denied  that  he  ever  sign--  i 
the  document.  Now,  I say,  it  has  been  circulated  with  his  named  atiadiyii  t.» 
it;  then  I want  to  kuow  of  the  senators  who  sent  out  the  document,  who  lerg'-d 
the  name  of  the  senator  from  New  York  ? 

>Ir.  Chase.  I am  glad  that  the  senator  has  asked  that  question.  I hare 
only  to  say,  in  reference  to  that  matter,  that  I have  not  the  slightest  knowiediy 
ia  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  various  names  were  appended  to  that  d-Ai- 
ment.  It  was  prepared  to  be  signed,  and  was  signed,  by  the  gentieinen  heu* 
who  are  known  as  independent  democrats,  and  bow  any  other  names  came  to 
added  to  it  i.s  more  than  I can  tell. 

Mr.  Douglas.  It  Is  not  a satisfactory  answer,  for  those  who  confess  to  the 
preparation  and  publication  of  a document  filled  with  insult  and  caluniny.  wul 
forged  names  attached  to  it  for  the  purpose  of  imparting  to  it  respectability,  v 
inUirpose  a technical  denial  that  they  committed  the  crime.  Somebody  did 
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forge  other  people’s  names  to  that  document.  The  senators  from  Ohio  and 
Massachusetts  [>fr.  Chase  and  Mr.  Sumnep]  plead  jriiilty  to  the  authorship 
and  publication;  upon  them  rests  the  responsibility  of  showing  who  committed 
the  forgery. 

Mr.  President,  I have  done  withphese  personal  matters.  I regret  the  neces-  ^ 
sity  which  compelled  me  to  devote  so  much  tune  to  them.  All  I have  done  ■ 
and  said  has  been  in  the  way  of  self  defence,  as  the  Senate  can  bear  me  witness. 

Mr.  President,  1 have  also  occupied  a good  deal  of  time  iu  exposing  the  cant- 
of  these  gentlemen  about  the  sanctity  of  the  Missouri  compromiso,  and  the  dis- 
honour attached  to  the  violation  of  plighted  faith,  i have  exposed  these  mat- 
ters in  order  to  show  that  the  object  of  these  men  is  to  withdraw  from  public 
attention  the  real  principle  involved  in  the  bill.  They  well  know  that  the 
abrogation  of  the  Missouri  compromise  is  the  incident  and  not  the  principal  of 
the  bill.  They  well  undersLanJ  that  the  report  of  the  committee  and  the  bill 
propose  to  establish  the  principle  in  all  territorial  organizations,  that  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery  shall  be  referred  to  the  people  to  regulate  for  themselves,  and 
that  such  legislation  should  bo  had  as  was  necessary  to  remove  all  legal  obstruc- 
tions to  the  free  exercise  of  this  right  by  the  people. 

The  eighth  section  of  the  Missouri  act  standing  in  the  way  of  this  great 
'principle  must  be  rendered  inoperative  and  void,  whether  expressly  repealed  or 
not,  in  order  to  give  the  people  the  power  of  regulating  their  own  domestic  in- 
stitutions in  their  own  way,  subject  only  to  the  C'onstitutioa. 

Now,  sir,  it  these  gentlemen  have  entire  contidcnce  in  the  correctness  of  their 
own  position,  why  do  they  not  meet  the  issue  boldly  and  fairly,  and  controvert 
the  soundness  of  this  great  principle  of  popular  sovereignty  in  obedience  to  the 
Constitution  ? They  know  full  well  that  this  was  the  principle  upon  which  the 
colonies  separated  from  the  crown  of  Great  Britiau,  the  principle  upon  which 
the  battles  of  the  revolution  were  fought,  and  the  principle  upon  which  our  re- 
publican system  was  founded.  They  cannot  he  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  the 
revolution  grew  out  of  the  n.ssertion  of  the  right  on  the  part  of  the  imperial 
government  to  interlhre  with  the  internal  affairs  and  domestic  concerns  of  the 
colonies.  In  tins  connexion  I will  invite  atrention  to  a few  extracts  from  the 
instructions  of  the  different  colonies  to  their  delegates  in  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, with  a view  of  forming  such  a union  as  would  enable  them  to  make  suc- 
cessful resistance  to  the  efforts  of  the  crown  to  destroy  the  fundamental  princi- 
ple of  all  free  government  by  interfering  with  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  colo- 
nies. 

I will  begin  with  Pennsylvania,  whose  devotion  to  the  principles  of  human 
libertjq  and  the  obligations  of  the  Constitution,  has  acquired  for  her  the  proud 
title  of  the  Key-stone  in  the  arch  of  republican  States.  In  her  instructions  is 
contained  the  following  reservation  : 

^‘Keserving  to  the  people  of  this  colony  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  regu- 
lating the  intern?!.!  guvernmeni  and  police  of  the  same.’^ 

And^  in  a subsequent  instruction,  in  reference  to  suppressing  the  British  au- 
thority in  the  colonics,  Pennsylvania  uses  the  following  emphatic  language  : 

Unanimously  declare  our  ^sdliingncss  to  concur  in  a vote  of  the  Congress 
declaring  the  United  Colonies  free  and  independent  States,  provided  the  forming 
the  government  and  the  regularion  of  the  internal  police  of  this  colony  be 
always  reserved  to  the  people  of  the  said  colony.'” 

Connecticut,  in  authorizing  her  delegates  to  vote  for  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, attached  to  it  the  fuiio'ving  cuaJitiou  : 

Saving  that  the  administration  of  government,  and  the  power  of  forming 
governments  for,  and  the  regulation  of  the  internal  concerns  and  police  of  each 
colony,  ought  to  be  left  and  remain  to  the  respective  colouial  legislatures.” 


y/l 

'■I 


[fcoij  milO  «oif^  mo^»sm  »rfT  .immamh  oJ  w»j(ua  tVqooq  i9d)o'92io) 

.iK  htii'  a?AlrO  .tK] 

^I4^M03  odv  goi#^d«  $0  ai/j  jitsi  ujodJ  «oq»  pioi4i;oHduq  bus 

.wooer  6fll  J'w^T  I .m^ijmu  o«yd>,ifl(w  onob  ovjnH  t ,4nobiwi'l  ,iK 

Oii/>b  pY«ff  I HA  .enoi^'g*  otmi  jlonm  (m  ilovoh  oj  em  bttff>nrn<  o doidw  -^iia 
.8«tio4i:<r  im  t^  im  otW  wt  fli  i?ovd  8A<{  bw«  l*ai: 

4^0  44i^ai«fV|lr*5,Jji«wh  A l/blquttAo  ohU  0?4id  I ^40abitoi*l 

^*b  bun  M XsUni^^  1o 

-)*«i  oBddJ  f>eiKkifjt!j  OTfd  t b^Jd^ihf  }o"ii<4n:loir  odl  oi  bodo/tjjn  woirod 

vildu^f  mM\  winbmiit  01  u uudi  lSi  *o&l4xf  9th  JirdnwodE  oJ^t^Ino  JiieioJ 

ed;  ,4A«l4  'wott;!  rfi»7t '^«KiT  Jf/d  alqiopiiq  I<?oi 

'la  Joij  £tuij  4iij^ovji  oiltf  ii  MimioYqtaevo  wJi  lo  aaiioso^ 

Hid  &dJ  baa  ao4fJi.ntii(»o^  % 4K<40rt  Siidi'^biiiK^mfeay  ItowavodT  Jficf  odi 

B'ni  sv)  la  ogti  | 

.^0i)wlo  l«^oJ  lIa^»vo«rat  <j4  siw  wr  doba  Udi 

u-  \d  id^h  hidj  }0  0aiyt9x$ 

8 AOTg  91  (h  16  toy  m ,1o  ds  if'A-  #dT 

tq  xf*’^iqz^s  'hd9fdv\bi^^  bflA''WliflW^oarbiflnr‘»baM^^^  4«1^U1  dlqioanq' 

.fli  ai^woh  awry  iio4#  1©  »ii^&iqo6q  9fh  «^ia  " 

i;5tfi  TO  noaSaawib  i^di  av^  o^oaialTaYS  oWt  1<  ,oja  — 

ST97»yjitjG9  boa  ^ adJ  d4ofrt  4oef  t^dl  ob  tdw  lOoiTidoq  awo 


©do  ^9U>o<i<>  at  iftfotfoq 


odJ  doid-w  floqa  arw  ms  9^^k^tt^^aadpdt  %t'a{^bmi4aa^ 


dc>id«/troqu 


-Ot  tlit) 


d^id'w  aoqp  9i9ff<Wm'i'a(o79j  ad4  M e^lhsd  $d4  . 

td  , .jrt  nr.Jtrffwi*  ■ '..f'ti'^,. 


'Od^'  -a^‘'  3'ttjifS|adT‘ 16 'ooiiirft  Wgrta!  aoijoloTO* 


v|r 


•di  1o  aenoofroo  oH 


^ Iian$3fll  odj  driw 

sdT'4»0«1  ,w4r«  M#i4aoTia^  .wl«oJ<»‘:. 


icohoinTaflt' 


-aov)  fAin^flhaoO 

-lyJrjq  idlaofnfibttol^yd^  flwo-To-s^^iil  la  eJW&o  ’ 

Hjido  oiU  1o  fetUljy  ^ '^fil  UjR/Io 


.ij.aot  1o  ^d§h;0> 

E’  ^'’'  . bwo  ■4a664«is^^'  Ite  ], 

-fia  djudiiH:  oilT  ^ciftiaiqqfit  ^ ^ 

* t»34ia^xii}|  oiijjrfqar©  gaiwolM  edl  »!M!(4r  adl  oi  tdmd*  - 


B^naooO  ©Ipv  0 di  itToaaa  of  ?f2domio«oU 

SQiuiiol  od)  bbbit(nq  j^&r^  06i1  adif^aaml 

od  _';t«<>^  'wdf'^lo  iToiy 


r,  1. 


:^,<r6nTia)j9i/  odf'-'^  »di 

'^,j5^aof©6  b^^odj^lo 

l^-r  «4  -vw-JT  ^ jrv 


Bb^ 

Se;* 


-sSoI’^  iroh«u?Jo>i  odl-jol  mo?  oi  ,fqaJJ^SiioP 

■'M-  #»'  '•  • 0 . ^ M.^  , ; 4Sft^Tib#66  s®^(^  0l  bodoMhMi$90abfi0q 

soti^l  1o  woq  9di  bffM  \409w  079^0  f h a^lffTMiaM 
dow  "aa^wooomjo  to  baa  .joi)  iiia©«iii^0T<m 

« toolo#©tiioa^yyi)#^dtow 

'^'.v"  iplii ' ^ 

'■"lii 


yw  ki 


406 


New  Hampshire  annexed  this  proviso  to  her  instructions  to  her  delegates  to 
vote  for  independence  : 

Provided  the  regulation  of  our  internal  police  be  under  the  direction  of 
our  own  assembly.’^ 

New  Jersey  imposed  the  following  condition  : 

Always  observing  that,  whatever  plan  of  confederacy  you  enter  into,  the 
refrnlating  of  the  internal  police  of  this  province  is  to  be  reserved  to  the  colonial 
legislature/' 

3Iaryland  gave  her  consent  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence  upon  the 
condition  contained  in  this  proviso  : 

And  that  said  colony  will  hold  itself  bound  by  the  resolutions  of  a majoriry 
of  the  United  Colonies  in  the  premises,  provided  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of 
regulating  the  internal  government  and  police  of  that  colony  be  reserved  to  the 
people  thereof." 

Virginia  annexed  the  following  condition  to  her  instructions  to  vote  for  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  : 

Provided  that  the  power  of  forming  government  for,  and  the  regulations  of 
the  internal  concerns  of  the  colony,  be  left  to  respective  colonial  legislatures." 

I will  not  weary  tbe  senate  in  multiplying  evidence  upon  this  point.  It  is 
apparent  that  the  Declaration  of  Independence  had  its  origin  in  the  violation  of 
that  great  fundamental  principle  which  secured  to  the  people  of  tbe  colonies 
the  right  to  regulate  their  owu  domestic  afi'airs  in  their  own  way  ; and  that  tiie 
revolution  resulted  in  the  triumph  of  that  principle,  and  the  recognition  of  the 
right  asserted  by  it.  xVbolitionisra  proposes  to  destroy  the  right,  and  extin- 
guish the  principle  for  which  our  forefathers  waged  a seven  years'  bloody  war, 
and  upon  which  our  whole  system  of  free  government  is  founded.  They  not 
only -deny  the  application  of  this  principle  to  the  Territories,  but  insist  upon 
fastening  the  prohibition  upon  all  the  States  to  be  formed  out  of  those  Territo- 
ries. Therefore,  the  doctrine  of  the  abolitiouists — the  doctrine  of  the  opponents 
of  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  and  of  the  advocates  of  the  hlissouri  restric- 
tion— demand  congressional  interference  with  slavery,  not  only  in  the  Territo- 
ries, but  in  all  the  new  States  to  be  formed  therefrom.  It  is  the  same  doctrine 
•when  applied  to  the  Territories  and  new  States  of  this  Union,  which  the  Briti'-h 
government  attempted  to  enforce  by  the  sword  upon  the  American  colonies.  It 
is  this  fundamental  principle  of  self-government  which  constitutes  the  distin- 
guishing feature  of  the  Nebraska  bill.  The  opponents  of  the  principle  are  con- 
sistent in  opposing  the  bill.  I do  not  blame  them  for  their  opposition.  I only 
ask  them  to  meet  the  issue  fairly  and  openk.g  by  acknowledging  that  they  tre 
opposed  to  the  principle  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  bill  to  carry  into  opera- 
tion. It  seems  that  there  is  no  power  on  earth,  no  intellectual  power,  no  m-  - 
cbanieal  power  that  can  bring  them  to  a fair  discussion  of  the  true  issue,  b? 
they  hope  to  delude  the  people,  and  escape  detection  for  any  considerable  lon2'J‘ 
of  time  under  the  catch- word  “ Missouri  compromise,"  and  “ faith  of  compact.-, 
they  will  rml  that  the  people  of  this  country  have  more  penetradou  and  iuiti- 
ligence  than  they  have  given  them  credit  for. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  an  important  fact  connected  with  this  slavery  re-  i‘> 
tion,  which  should  never  bo  lost  sight  of.  It  has  always  arisen  from  one  a:  t 
the  same  cau.se.  Whenever  that  cause  has  been  removed,  the  agitation  !.  • ' 
ceased  ; and  whenever  the  cause  has  been  renewed,  the  agitation  has  spruny’ 
into  existence.  That  cause  is,  and  ever  has  been,  the  attempt  on  the  pai'- 
Congress  to  interfere  with  the  question  of  slavery  in  the  Territories  and  n w; 
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States  formed  therefrom.  Is  it  not  wise,  then,  to  confine  our  action  within  the 
sphere  of  our  legitimate  duties, .and  leave  this  vexed  question  to  take  care  of 
-itself  in  each  State  and  Territory,  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  people  thereoof, 
in  conformity  to  the  forms  and  in  subjection  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ? ' ♦ 

Tlie  opponents  of  the  bill  tell  us  that  agitation  is  no  part  of  their  policy, 
that  their  great  desire  is  peace  and  harmony  ; and  they  complain  bitterly  that  I 
should  have  disturbed  the  repose  of  the  country  by  the  introduction  of  this 
measure.  Let  me  ask  these  professed  friends  of  peace  and  avowed  enemies  of 
agitation,  how  the  issue  could  Lave  been  avoided  ? They  tell  me  that  I should 
have  lot  the  question  alone — that  is,  that  I should  have  left  Nebraska  unorgan- 
ized, the  people  unprotected,  and  the  Indian  barrier  in  existence,  until  the  swel- 
ling tide  of  emigration  should  burst  through,  and  accomplish  by  violence  what 
it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  and  statesmanship  to  direct  and  regulate  by  law.  How 
long  could  you  have  postponed  action  with  safety  ? How  long  could  you  main- 
tain that  Indian  barrier,  and  restrain  the  onward  march  of  civilization,  Christi- 
anity, and  free  government  by  a barbarian  wall  ? Do  you  suppose  that  you 

could  keep  that  vast  country  a howling  wilderness  in  all  time  to  come,  roamed 
over  by  hostile  savages,  cutting  off  all  safe  communication  between  our  Atlantic 
/and  Pacific  possessions  ' I tell  you  that  the  time  for  action  has  come,  and  can- 
not be  postponed.  It  is  a casein  which  the  “ let  alooe’^  policy  would  precipi- 
tate a crisis  which  must  inevitably  result  in  violence,  anarchy,  and  strife. 

You  cannot  fix  bounds  to  the  onward  march  of  this  great  and  growing  coun- 
try. You  cannot  fetter  the  limbs  of  the  young  giant.  He  will  burst  all  your 
chains.  He  will  expand,  and  grow,  and  increase,  and  extend  civilization, 
Christianity,  and  liberal  principles.  Then,  sir,  if  you  cannot  check  the  growth 
of  the  country  in  that  direction,  is  it  not  the  part  of  wisdom  to  look  the  danger 
in  the  face,  and  provide  for  an  event  which  you  cannot  avoid  ? I tell  you,  sir, 
you  must  provide  for  continuous  lines  of  settlement  from  the  Mississippi  valley 
to  the  Pacific  ocean.  And  in  making  this  provision,  you  must  decide  upon 
what  principles  the  Territories  shall  be  organized  ; in  other  words,  whether  the 
people  shall  be  allowed  to  regulate  their  domestic  institutions  in  their  own  vray, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  or  whether  the  opposite  doctrine  of 
congressional  interference  is  to  prevail.  Postpone  it,  if  you  will;  but  when- 
ever you  do  act,  this  question  must  be  met  and  decided. 

The  Missouri  compromise  w’as  interference;  the  compromise  of  1850  was  non 
interference,  leaving  the  people  to  exercise  their  rights  under  the  Constitution. 
The  Committee  on  Territories  were  compelled  to  act  on  this  subject.  I,  as 
their  chairman,  was  bound  to  meet  the  question.  I chose  to  take  the  re=ponsi- 
Hlity,  regardless  ox  consequences  personal  to  myself.  I should  have  done  the 
same  thing  last  year,  if  there  had  been  time  ; but  we  know,  considering  the 
late  period  at  which  the  bill  then  reached  us  from  the  House,  that  there  was  not 
sufficient  time  to  consider  the  tpiestion  fully,  and  to  prepare  a report  upon  the 
subject.  I was,  therefore,  persuaded  by  friends  to  allow  the  bill  to  bo  reported 
to  the  Senate,  in  order  that  such  action  might  be  taken  as  should  be  deemed 
wise  and  proper. 

The  bill  was  never  taken  up  for  actiou  ; the  last  night  of  the  session  having 
been  exhausted  in  debate  on  the  motion  to  take  up  the  bill.  This  session,  the 
measure  was  introduced  by  my  friend  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Dodge,]  and  referred  to 
the  Territorial  Committee  during  the  first  week  of  the  session.  We  have  abun- 
dance of  time  to  consider  the  subject;  it  was  a matter  of  pressing  necessity, 
andnhore  was  no  excuse  for  i\<  ' meeting  it  directly  and  Airly.  We  were  com- 
pelled to  take  our  position  uimii  the  docU'iue  either  of  interventicn  or  non-in- 
tervention. We  chose  tlio  latter,  for  tv/o  reasons  : first,  because  we  believed 
that  the  principle  was  right;  and,  second,  because  it  was  the  principle  adopted 
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in  1850,  to  ’ivbich  tbe  two  great  political  parties  of  the  country  were  solemnly 
pleJgcd. 

There  is  another  reason  why  1 desire  to  see  this  principle  recognised  as  a rule 
of  action  in  all  time  to  come.  It  will  have  the  effect  to  destroy  all  sectional 
parties  an'Tsectional  agitations.  If,  in  the  language  of  the  report  oT  the  com- 
mittee, you  withdraw  the  slavery  question  from  the  halls  of  Congress  and  the 
political  arena,  and  cofninit  it  to  the  abitrarnent  of  those  who  are  immediately 
interested  in  and  alone  responsible  for  its  consequences,  there  is  nothing  left 
out  of  which  sectional  parties  can  be  organized.  It  never  was  done,  and  never 
can  be  done  ou  the  bank,  tariff,  distribution,  or  any  other  party  issue  which  has 
existed,  or  may  exist,  after  this  slavery  question  is  withdrawn  from  politics.  On 
every  other  political  question  these  have  always  supporters  and  opponents  in 
every  portion  of  the  Onion — in  each  State,  county,  village,  and  neighborhood — - 
residing  together  in  harmony  and  good-fellowship,  and  combating  each  other’s 
opinions  and  correcting  each  other’s  errors  in  a spirit  of  kindness  and  friend- 
ship, These  differences  of  opinion  between  neighbors  and  friends,  and  the  dis- 
cussions that  grow  out  of  them,  and  the  sympathy  which  each  feels  with  the 
advocates  of  his  own  opinions  in  every  other  portion  of  this  wide-spread  repub- 
lic, adds  an  overwhelming  and  irresistible  moral  weight  to  the  strength  of  the 
confederacy. 

Affection  for  the  Union  can  never  be  alienated  or  diminished  by  any  other 
party  issues  than  those  which  are  joined  upon  sectional  or  geographical  lines. 
\Yhen  the  people  of  the  North  shall  all  be  rallied  under  one  banner,  and  the 
whole  South  marshalled  under  another  banner,  and  each  section  excited  to  frenzy 
and  madness  by  hostility  to  the  institutions  of  tiie  other,  then  the  patriot  may 
weli  tremble  for  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union.  Withdraw  the  slavery  question 
from  the  political  arena,  and  remove  it  to  the  States  and  Territories,  each  to  de- 
cide for  itself,  such  a cutastruphe  can  never  happen.  Then  you  will  never  be 
able  to  tell,  by  any  .senator’s  vote  for  or  against  any  measure,  from  what  State 
or  section  of  the  Union  h.i  comes. 

Vv’’hy,  then,  can  we  not  withdraw  this  vexed  question  frona  politics?  Why 
can  we  not  adopt  tins  piineipU  of  this  bill  as  a rule  of  action  in  all  new  territo- 
rial organizations  ? V/by  carl  wc  not  deprive  these  agitators  of  their  vocation, 
and  render  it  impos.sible  for-, senators  to  come  here  upon  bargains  on  the  slavery 
question?  I believe  that  the  peace,  the  harmony,  and  perpetuity  of  the  Union 
require  us  to  go  back  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Kevolution,  to  the  principles  of 
the  Constitution,  to  the  princif  les  of  the  compromise  of  1850,  and  leave  the 
people,  under  the  Constitutio.n,  :o  do  as  they  may  see  proper  ia  respect  to  their 
own  internal  affairs. 

Mr.  President,  i have  not  brought  this  question  forward  a.s  a northern  man 
or  as  a southern  man.  I am  unwilling  to  recognise  such  divisions  and  distinc- 
tions. I have  brought  it  forward  as  an  American  senator,  repre.senting  a State 
which  is  true  to  this  prliiciple.  and  which  has  approved  of  my  action  in  respect 
to  the  Nebraska  bill.  I have  brought  it  forward  not  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the 
south  more  than  to  the  north.  I have  ptesented  it  especially  as  an  act  of  jus- 
tice to  the  people  of  those  Territories,  and  of  vhe  States  to  be  formed  there- 
from, now  and  in  all  time  to  come. 

I have  nothing  to  say  about  northern  rignts  or  southern  righf.s.  I know  cv* 
no  such  divisions  or  ■ JNr.mctions  under.tho  Constitution.  The  bill  does  equai 
and  exact  justice  to  the  whole  Union,  and  every  part  of  it  ; it  violates  the 
rights  of  no  State  or  Ter:  ifory.  but  places  ecah  on  a perfect  equality,  and  leaves 
the  people  thereof  ti;<  the  free  erjjoynKmt  of  all  their  rights  under  the  Con.-ii^’i' 
tici. 

Now,  sir,  I wish  to  say  to  onr  southern  friends,  that  if  they  desire  to  see  tbi.s 
great  principle  carried  out,  now  is  their  time  to  rally  around  it,  to  cherish 
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preserve  it,  make  it  the  rule  of  action  in  all  future  time.  If  they  fail  to  Jo  it 
jjnw,  and  thereby  allow  the  doctrine  of  interference  to  prevail,  upon  tludr  heads 
the  consequence  of  that  interference  must  rest.  To  our  northern  friends,  on 
the  other  hand,  I desire  to  s:iy,  that  from  this  day  henceforward,  they  must  re- 
buke the  slander  which  has  been  uttered  against  the  south,  that  they  desire  to 
legislate  slavery  into  the  Territories.  The  south  has  vindicated  her  sincerity, 
her  honor  on  that  point,  by  bringing  forward  a provision,  negativing,  in  express 
terms,  any  such  effect  as  a result  of  this  bill.  I am  rejoiced  to  know'  that, 
while  the  proposition  to  abrogate  the  eighth  section  of  the  Missouri  act  comes 
from  a free  State,  the  proposition  to  negative  the  conclusion  that  slavery  is 
thereby  introduced  comes  from  a slaveholding  State.  Thus,  both  sides  furnish 
conclusive  evidence  that  they  go  for  the  principle,  and  the  principle  only,  and 
•desire  to  take  no  advantage  of  any  possible  misconstruction. 

Mr.  President,  I feel  that  I owe  an  apology  to  the  Senate  for  having  occupied 
their  attention  so  long,  and  a still  greater  apology  for  having  discLisse«l  the  ques- 
tion in  such  an  incoherent  and  desultory  manner.  But  I could  not  forbear  to 
claim  the  right  of  closing  this  debate.  I thought  gentleuien  would  recogoise 
its  propriety  when  they  saw  the  manner  in  which  I w^as  assailed  and  misrepre- 
sented in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  and  especially  by  assaults  still  more  dis- 
reputable in  some  portions  of  the  country.  These  assaults  have  had  no  other 
ciFecfc  upon  me  than  to  give  me  courage  and  energy  for  a still  more  resolute  dis^ 
charge  of  duty.  I say  frankly  that  in  my  opinion,  this  measure  will  be  as 
popular  at  the  north  as  at  the  south,  wlien  its  provisions  and  principles  shall 
have  been  fully  developed  and  become  well  understood.  The  people  at  the 
north  are  attached  to  the  principles  of  self-government  j and  you  cannot  con- 
vince them  that  that  is  self-government  which  deprives  a people  of  the  right  of 
legislating  for  themselves,  and  compels  them  to  recMve  laws  which  are  forced 
upon  them  by  a legislature  in  which  they  are  not  represented.  We  are  willing 
to  stand  upon  this  great  principle  of  self-government  everywhere  ; and  it  is  to 
ns  a proud  reflection  that,  in  this  whole  "discussion,  no  friend  of  the  bill  has 
urged  an  argument  in  its  favor  w’hich  could  not  be  used  wuth  the  same  proprie- 
ty in  a free  State  as  in  a slave  State,  and  vice  versa.  But  no  enemy  of  the  bill 
has  used  an  argument  which  would  bear  repetition  one  mile  across  .Mason  and 
Dixon’s  line.  Our  opponents  have  dealt  entirely  in  sectional  appeals.  The 
friends  of  the  bill  have  discussed  a great  principle  of  universal  application, 
which  can  be  sustained  by  the  same  reasons,  and  the  same  arguments,  in  every 
time  and  in  every  corner  of  the  Union. 


MR.  WISE  L\  WASIIIXGTON  CITY  AFTER  THE  RESULT  WAS 

KNOWN. 


After,  it  w’as  fully  ascertained  that  IBr.  Wise  was  certainly  Governor  c-lect  of 
^ irginia,  bis  friends  and  admirers  of  the  City  of  Washington  concluded  to  call 
him  out,  being  then  in  their  midst.  Arrangements  being  made,  Mr.  Wise  was 
to  address  in  a brief  manner  the  citizens  irrespectively  of  party,  from  the  bal- 
cony in  front  of  Brown’s  Hotel.  Early  in  the  evening  the  crowd  commenced 
assembling,  and  when  the  hour  for  speaking  arrived,  we  are  told  by  persons  who 
were  present,  that  such  an  assemblage  of  human  beings  had  scarcely  if  ever 
been  seen  in  that  city  on  any  similar  occasion.  jMr.  Wise  appeared,  calm  and 
serene,  and  made  a few  remarks— when  the  infuriated  Know  Nothings  set  up, 
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and  kept  up,  the  most  unearthly  and  demoniac  yell  that  was  ever  heard  on  this 
side  of  or  in  all  probability  even  in  the  infernal  regions,  hir.  Wise  made  seve- 
ral attempts  to  go  on  ; but  his  voice  was  iucoutinently  stifled  by  the  yells  of  this 
midnight  banditti  and  culvert  swarm  of  debauched  ruflians  aud  rowdies.  Finally 
his  friends  withdrew  him  from  the  presence  of  the  rabble.  They  still  conti- 
nued to  bawl  and  vociferate  in  this  manner  until,  to  carry  out  a simile  of  Spa- 
nish barbarity,  they  erected  in  the  centre  of  the  street  a garote^  when  some  vic- 
timised babbler  mounted  the  sunless  scatTold,  v/lth  the  iron  collar  already  adjust- 
ed, and  commenced  a Know  Xothing  harangue.  This  dissipated  orator,  with 
much  gravity  of  manner  and  air  of  superiority,  ranted  about  the  ‘^insidious  en- 
croachments of  the  Pope  of  Rome,  the  Holy  Bible,’'  kc.  Xow  aud  then  at 
the  top  of  his  voice,  with  a countenance  frantic  with  fear,  and  nervous  with  fa- 
naticism, ho  exclaimed  ‘‘Americans  must  rule  America.”  Here  was  a genuine 
specimen  of  a Know  Nothing  harangue.  When  you  have  heard  this  Shibbo- 
leth about  seventy-five  times  in  a discourse  of  eighty  minutes,  you  may  set  it 
down  that  you  have  had  what  was  known  about  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth 
century  as  a Know  Nothing  harangue.  After  several  of  the  leaders  had  ha- 
rangued thus  to  their  satisfaction,  this  disgraceful  naob  di::persed  to  their  seve- 
ral dens.  Such  was  the  courtesy  shown  to  a stranger  aud  a distinguished  Vir- 
ginian iu  the  Federal  City  ! Such  was  Know  Nothing  politeness  in  the  middle 
of  the  nineteenth  century  ! 


From  the  Enquirer. 

THE  VC  AY  THE  MONEY  WAS  LOST. 

I have  compiled  a few  extracts  from  Know  Nothing  papers  printed  before  the 
election,  to  show  ‘‘  the  way  the  money  was  lost.”  They  may  serve  as  a caution 
for  the  future.  They  fully  show  tiiat  the  Know  Nothings  are  eminently  enti- 
tled to  the  name  they  have  assumed.  Such  statements  and  estimates  as  are  to 
be  found  in  the  extracts  below',  were  never  made  by  TFise-men.  The  game  of 
‘‘  brag”  was  the  ordtr  of  the  day”  with  Sam’s  family,  and  many’a  poor  fel- 
low was  duped  out  of  his  money  by  it.  I particularly  commend  the  perusal  of 
these  extracts  to  sick  persons  and  those  who  are  in  low  spirits.  They  cannot  be 
read  without  creating  a laugh : 

The  trospect  still  ertciiitenixg, — We  subjoin  additional  letters  of  the 
most  encouraging  character  from  the  Southwest.  Sam  is  evidently  maklmr  tre- 
mendous progress  all  over  the  State.  Wise  is  a used  up  man.  After  next  Thur.s- 
day,  he  will  be  heard  of  no  more.  A thousand  cheers  for  the  victorious  Flour- 
noy.— [ R’Afy,  Mag  19. 

The  Junto  witliQut  even  the  honor  of  a decent  burial.” 

The  political  sky  is  dear  and  unclouded.  A few  shadows  at  first  obsoured 
the  brilliancy  of  the  sun— but  they  have  been  dissipated  into  thin  air,  and  arc 
no  longer  visible.  The  great  American  army,  movinu  steadily  and  bannonituisly 
under  these  auspicious  circuiik-tauces,  will,  beyond  a doubt,  achieve  a most  bril- 
liant victory.  The  disfeta  membra  of  JuutoieiUj  after  the  election;  will  be 
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fc.^.ttored  far  and  wide,  without  even  the  honor  of  a decent  burial. — [Richmond 
}Vhi>jj  2day  7. 

Fifteen  hundred  Know  Kothing  majority  in  Richmoiid. 

Hichniond  achieved  a glorious  and  startling  victory  in  her  charter  elections ; 
but  that'  triumph  is  as  nothing  compared  with  that  which  is  shortly  to  crown 
her  afresh.  The  great  American  party  of  this  city  is  tirmly,  and  enthusiasti- 
cally resolved  to  give  Flournoy,  Beale  and  Patton,  a majority  of  not  less  than 
1500  ! This  is  no  vain  boasting,  but  the  State  will  soon  see  the  prediction  con- 
verted into  sober  reality. — [ R ichinmid  Whig,  May  11. 

[ilichmond  gave  977  Know  Aothing  majority.] 

' Wise  will  he  defeated,  hy  20,000. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  a letter  from  a Virginian,  now  a merchant  in 
Baltimore: — I received  the  other  day  a letter  on  business  from  au  extensive 
merchant  in  Richmond,  Va.,  who  said,  ‘Business  is  good,  and  I really  believe 
Wise  will  be  defeated  by  20,000.’ '' — [Xorfolk  Beacon^  May  2. 

Flournoy's  majority  34,000. 

There  are  known  to  be  72,000  members  of  the  American  party  in  Virginia. 
This  force,  together  with  the  15,000  Whig  votes,  which  the  Chronicle  concedes 
to  3Ir.  Flournoy,  would  make  an  aggregate  of  87,000  votes,  leaving  3Ir.  Wise 
but  53,1)00,  and  electing  Flournoy  by  34,000  majority.  That  will  do  for  to- 
day,— [American  Organ  of  Washington  City. 

Wise  not  more  than  30,000  votes  in  the  State. 

Elections. — For  the  information  of  our  readers  we  have  compiled  the  vote 
of  the  last  Presidential  contest  in  the  cities  where  municipal  elections  have  been 
hold,  and  have  compared  the  result,  in  order  that  they  may  see  how  fast  the 
Democracy  is  tottering  to  its  fall : 

American  gain  (in  Richmond,  Portsmouth,  Alexandria,  Lynchburg  and  Fre- 
dericksburg) 149G  in  a vote  of  a little  over  6000. 

A corresponding  gain  in  the  diSerent  counties  would  not  leave  Vfise  with 
more  than  30,00U  votes  after  the  election.  We  hope,  therefore,  that  “Sam” 
will  respect  the  misfortunes  of  the  poor  deluded  traveller  of  “ Onancook”  and 
only  beat  him  by  about  twenty  thousand  majority. — [Floyd  LUelligencer. 


GOO  Majority  for  Flournoy  in  Preston  County. 

Preston.— A corrc'pondent  says,  “Sam  is  here  in  every  neighborhood,  and 
Wiseocracy  is  so  weak  it  dare  not  show  its  face.  Flournoy  will  carry  the  county' 
by  600  majority,  and  it  usually  gives  a majorit}  the  other  way  of  about' LaO. 
We  intend  too  to  elect  an  American  Congressiiian  in  spite  of  Wise  and  all  other 
demagogues.” — [Frjiny  }Os{,  May  7. 

• [Prestou  gave  Wise  57  majority.] 

SOU  :iI-WE3TERX  VIRGINIA, 


^ TT7se  cannot  get  10  votes  where  Johnson  got  100. 

Lee  County. — “ Sam”  has  been  all  around  here,  and  will  sweep  South- 
v-'estera  Virginia,  such  as  no  country  was  ever  swept  before.  The  people  have 
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become  sick  of  demagogueism,  and  their  only  desire  appears  now  to  be,  to  rc- 
' trieve  the  past.  Wise  cannot  possibly  get  JO  votes  where  Johnson  received  lOt), 
and  this  is  not  particularly  confined  to  any  particular  locality,  but  will  charac' 
terize  the  election  throughout  the  entire  South-west,  ij^bis  you  may  state  as  an 
unalterable  certainty.  I have  always  been  a Demoerar,  but  have  been  so  com- 
pletely disgusted  with  the  action  of  the  party,  in  forcing  upon  us  a broken 
down,  false,  backnied,  renegade  ticket,  that  I determined  to  be  off  forever.  I 
consider  this  the  very  time  to  break  down  the  severity  of  party,  and  give  the 
country  good  and  true  men  in  the  State  and  National  offices.  “ Let  Americans 
rule  America/’  is  my  motto. — \_Fennj  Fod. 

[Lee  county  gave  Wise  706  majority.  It  gave  Johnson  234.  South-western 
Virginia  (McMullen’s  district)  gave  Johnson  450  majority.  It  gives  Wise 
8,5l>0  majority.  Yet  it  was  an  “ unalterable  certainty”  that'Wise  would  not 
get  “ 10  votes  where  Johnson  got  100.” 

Buldei'H  Majority  over  Faullmcr^  600. 

We  received  the  most  favorable  reports  from  the  Loudoun  district.  Mr.  Bote- 
ler  is  gaining  friends  wherever  he  appears,  and  will  beat  Faulkner  from  200  to 
300  votes. 

Other  estimates  make  BoteleFs  majority  as  high  as  600. — \_AmerLca)i 
Oryan, 

A Great  Political  Ground  Sicell”  on  the  South-  Side. 

Henry  County. — The  Lynchburg  Virginian  assures  us  that  late  advices 
from  this  county  arc  exceedingly  encouraging.  The  American  cause  is  daily 
gaining  ground,  while  5‘dise  stock  is  rapidly  declining.  It  is  the  same  case  in 
Floyd,  Patrick,  Carroll  and  Franklin — indeed,  in  all  the  counties  south  of  the 
river.  The  American  party  will  sweep  the  south-side  country,  after  the  manner 
of  a tornado.  It  will  leave  npthing  standing  which  dares  to  oppose  it.  Verily, 
the  great  political  ground-swell  of  1840  is  nothing  compared  with  that  of 
1855. — ^Richmond  B hiy,  before  the  election. 

[Henry  gave  Wise  99  majority ; Floyd,  125  majority;  Patrick,  192  majo- 
rity; Carroll,  359  imijMrity  ; and  E'rankHii,  347  majorit\n  Such  was  the  way 
in  which  the  “American  party”  swept  the  south-side  country,  “'after  the 
manner  of  a tornado.” 

Tazewell  County — TI  fse’s  Defeat  an  Absolute  Certainty. 

Tazewell  County. — A letter  from  a gentleman  of  this  county  Informs  us 
that  the  prospects  for  the  American  cause  are  most  encouraging.  The  people 
there,  he  says,  will  resent,  wdth  manly  indignation,  the  abusive  epithets  which 
Mr.  Wise  applies  to  the  Know'  Nothings.  The  same  spirit  prevails  throughout 
that  whole  section,  and  Wise’s  defeat  is  regarded  as  an  absolute  certainty. — 
[^Richmond  Whiy^  5Iay  7. 

[Tazewell  gave  Mr.  V ise  915  majority  I — and  the  same  spirit  prevailed 
throughout  that  whole  sec  don.”] 

Pauhis  Fonu’lj  the  Worst  Beaten  Man  in  Virginia. 

I-ON.  Paulus  Powell. — Is  there  a faithful  Democrat  in  Virginia  who  wdll 
rejoice  with  us,  when  wc  announce  that  intelligence  from  all  portions  of  the 
lied  Land  district  assures  us  of  the  certainty  of  this  gallant,  tried  public  ser- 
vant’s re-election  ? — [^Richniond  Examiner. 
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Oar  information  is  exactly  tbc  reverse  of  this,  and  living  upon  the  border  of 
the  district,  fimiliarly  acquainted  'with  most  of  the  counties  composing  it,  we 
have  hotter  opportunities  than  the  Examiner  of  knowing  the  true  state  of  things.  ' 
We  will  wager  the  Esaruiner  “a  ducat  to  a denier’'  that  Mr.  Powell  is  one  of 
the  worst  beaten  candidates  in  Eastern  Virginia  ?[ — I jyntihhurg  Yirginian^ 
heforc.  the  election. 

[Powell’s  majority  in  the  District  is  T9a.] 

^^O^ciaV^  from  the  North-west — 15,000  Majority  ayainst  IlVse. 

From  the  North-west,  that  is. the  portion  of  Virginia  north  and  west  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains,  we  are  permitted  to  give  the  follov*ing  extract  of  a letter 
from  official  sources  : 

‘‘We  now  number  201  councils,  and  about  25,000  members,  and  increasing 
rapidly.  As  to  withdravrals,  there  has  not  been  100  "withdrawals  outside  of 
Harper’s  Ferry. 

“I  think  that  when  the  vote  is  counted  from  the  West,  that  iMr.  Wise  will 
find  at  least  15,000  against  him.” 

The  reader  will  bear  in  mind  that  this  is  and  we  respectfully  call 

upon  the  Junto,  if  they  deny  the  statement  as  to  withdrawals,  to  give  us  the 
names.  We  don’t  want  so  many  indefinite  localities  and  mythical  “defectors.” 
Our  butterfly  chasing  days  were  over  years  ago. — \_Fenny  Post,  Hay  5. 

[The  “ 15,000  against  "Wise  in  toe  North-west”  turned  out  to  be  about  1500 
in  his  favor.] 

El'jlit  Know  Nothin j Congressmen  Elected^  and  a Majority  of  the  Legislature. 

The  Campaign. — Notwithstanding  the  ridiculous  statements  of  the  anti- 
Amcriean  press  in  regard  to  the  defections  and  a host  of  other  dire  calamities 
said  by  them  to  have  overtaken  the  American  party,  we  still  continue  to  receive 
the  most  encouraging  accounts  from  eveiy  .section.  Our  prospects  certainly  in- 
dicate the  election  of  the  whole  State  ticket — eight  out  of  thirteen  Congress- 
men, and  a majority  at  least  of  the  Legislature.  The  American  ticket  will 
sweep  the  V^est  like  a tornado. — [^Pcniny  Post. 

[There  is  a Democratic  majority  of  54  in  the  Legislature.] 

The  Ground- Swell” — Greenbrier  the  Banner  County  in  the  “ Great  Ameri- 

can Revoluilon.” 

Ge-EENbrter. — From  this  county,  we  have  the  intelligence  that  “Flournoy, 
Beale  and  Patton  will  roll  up  a tremendous  majority  on  the  24th  of  i^Liy. 
Everything  is  harmonious  and  determined.  Greenbrier  will  be  the  banner 
county  in  this  great  American  Revolution.  Nothing  can  stay  the  ground- 
swell.” — Penny  'Post^  May  5. 

[Greenbrier  gave  ITournoy  33G  majority.  It  gave  Sumners  622  majority.] 
A most  Overwhelming  Defeat  to  (he  Enemies  of  Sam. 

“ Sam.” — Our  country  exchanges  bring  us  most  cheering  accounts  of  the 
prospects  of  this  invincible  gentleman.  The  progress  which  he  has  mcade,  and 
is  now  making  in  Virginia,  is  unparaleled  in  the  history  of  political  parties,  and 
vre  predict  as  the  result  of  his  operations  the  most  overwhelming  defeat  to  his 
enemies,  ever  sustained  by  any  party  in  the  Old  Dominion.  Wc  append  a few 
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extract?!  from  correspondents  of  the  True  American,  frcrn  different  counties,  as 
to  his  doings. — Lynchhur^j  yirijinian^  liforc  the  election, 

[Here  followed  a number  of  letters,  the  reading  of  which  at  this  time  would 
make  a d^ing  man  laugh.] 

Col.  Roane  Elected  Triumphantly. 

Esskx  and  King  and  Queen. — From  these  counties  we  have  the  most 
frittering  accounts.  Col.  Koane,  the  candidate  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Garnett, 
will  be  elected- triuraphantlv-  The  State  ticket  will  also  be  strongly  supported. 
A friend  writes  us  that  the  Know-Nothings  are  as  thick  as  grasshoppers’*’  in 
that  section. — Fenny  Fostj  April  dO. 

[Col.  Koane,  Know-Nothing,  was  defeated  triumphantly.’^ 

Ligon' s Majority  so  very  LargCy  that  ice  fear  to  name  it. 

Ligon’s  majority  in  Nelson  and  Amherst  vrill  be  so  very  large,  that  we  fear 
to  name  it.  It  will  exceed  the  most  sanguine  anticipations  of  Sam’s  friends. — 
^Charlottesville  Advocate,  before  the  election. 

[Ligon's  majority  in  the  two  counties  named  was  16*2.  Ls  the  x\dvocate  still 

afraid  to  name  it  T’ 

Wise  beaten  by  40,000. 

A great  and  overwhelming  revolution  is  sweeping  over  the  whole  country. 
^Ttcvolutioas,”  it  is  said,  “never  go  backward.”  In  Virginia,  it  has  almost 
entirely  obliterated  old  party  lines.  The  wave  has  reached  the  mountains,  and 
w.'ished  the  sand  out  of  the  eyes  of  the  people.  With  the  opposition  3Ir. 
Wl.-e  has,  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  him  to  succeed.  He  cannot  stand  up 
'airain.-t  opposition  %vithia  and  without  his  own  party.  He  cannot  win  the  race 
with  Gui.  ihiyly  tripping  him  up  at  this  corner,  Bowden  knocking  him  down  at 
tliat,  Extra  Billy  hedging  up  his  way  at  a third,  Nat.  Claiborne  digging  a pit- 
fall  f -r  him  at  a Kurth,  all  the  tiine  sweating  and  panting  with  his  associate 
“renegades”  lashed  to  hi.s  back.  The  indications  are  that  he  will  be  beaten 
20,606 — .some  say  40,000, — \_Abinadon  Virginianj  before  the  election. 

Four  to  Five  ITandred  Majority  in  Hardy. 

We  are  assured  that  Hardy  will  roll  up  a majority  of  from  four  to  five  bun-. 
drc<l  fur  the  American  ticket,  and  that  there  are  not  four  Whigs  in  the  county 
who  will  vote  for  Wise. — [Romney  /ntclLigencer,  May  4. 

[Hardy  gave  57  majority  for  the  “ American”  ticket.  It  gave  38S  majority 
for  Summers,] 

W.  K.  Pendleton  “ Elected  with  Ease.” 

We  have  cheering  accounts  from  all  parts  of  this  Congressional  HIstriot,  V - 
K.  Pendleton,  American,  will,  I think  be  elected  with  ease,  over  Hr.  Ividwtl  . 
Mr.  P.  Ls  a popular  speaker,  ar.'l  has  c.aavassed  the  district  thoroughly.  H ' 
will  make  his  mark  iu  Congress  if  elected. — [Correspondence  oj  the  Ihnr.n 
Post,  May  11.  s 

[Dr.  Kidweira  majority  is  1336.] 
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Our  Cer^.ainly  Elected,  and  no  3Iista7cc.^* 

]'^iiANKLrN  District. — The  rows  from  tliis  district  is  cheering.  Claiborne 
is  gaining  every  day,  and  will,  we  are  informed  by  letters  from  some  of  the 
Knowing  ones,  mosc  certainly  be  elected.  Bocock  is  awfully  frightened  and 
no, mistake.  Old  Pittsylvania  and  Patrick  will  give  him  a terrible  lashing,  juid 
one  from  the  effects  of  which  he  will  not  be  able  to  recover  in  time  to  take  his 
scat  in  the  next  Congress.  Our  will  however  be  in  ^Vhlshington  about 

that  time  to  attend  to  the  interest  of  the  people  of  the  Franklin  Congre.ssional 
District.  Mark  our  prediction  and  don’t  forget. — \_Floyd  IntelUytuccr,  May  12. 

Especially  in  Fitlsyli'aniaE 

Catvipbell,  Bedford,  Henry,  Dittsylyania  and  Halifax. — saw  an 
intelligent  Democrat,  yesterday,  wdio  has  recently  travelled  over  the  above  coun- 
ties, He  is  a member  of  the  Order,  knows  what  he  speaks,  and  is  reliable  in 
everything.  He  represents  the  prospects  of  our  ticket  as  being  in  all  respects 
most  brilliant.  He  visited  many  councils,  knew  the  people,  and  found  large 
numbers  of  Democrats  in  the  Order  in  all  these  counties.  The  unjust  and  false 
charges  against  Mr.  Flournoy  are  recoiling  with  tremendous  effect  upon  the 
miscreants  who  make  them.  Very,  very  few  have  left  the  C)rdcr,  and  most  of 
them  who  have  done  so  will  vote  tlie  American  ticket,  while  numbers  are 
coming  in  daily.  The  greatest  enthusiasm  prevailed,  especially  in  Pittsylva- 
nia. — \^Fenny  Fast,  May  9 . 

[Pittsylvania  gave  Flournoy  20 — It  gave  Summers  166  majority.] 

‘‘Heavy  Gains  in  the  Valley 

^^The  Valley  will  certainly  do  remarkably  well,  and  will  show  heavy  gains. 
l^Correspondence  of  the  Fosf,  May  9. 

[A  conespondent  of  the  Enquirer,  a few  days  ago,  showed  the  side  on  which 
the  gains  were  in  the  Valley.  Wise’s  majority  in  the  Valley  is  about  10,000.] 

“Mo  disposition  to  31anufacture  Public  OpinionF 

We  have  no  disposition  to  enter  into  the  manufacture  of  public  opinion,  as 
do  the  Wise  organs,  or  crow,  until  after  the  election  ; but  there  never  was  a 
more  apparent  and  manifest  fact  than  that  Thomas  S.  Flournoy  will  be  Gover- 
nor by  more  than  20,0‘’.‘0  majority.  Every  indication  from  ail  quarters  is  to 
that  effect. — '^Whediny  Times  [Abolitica})  May  5. 

Alillson  defeated  by  GOO  to  1,000  Majority.  ' 

“This  (Milhson’s)  Congressional  District  will  give  the  American  ticket  from 
600  to  1,000  majority,  and  it  may  even  exceed  that  number.  Great  enthusi- 
asm prevails  throughout  the  entire  district.  The  reported  withdrawals  in  this 
section  are  base  fabrications.” — \_Gor respondent  of  (he  Fichnond  Whuj,  May 

[Millson’s  majority  is  about  508.] 

Sairis  Majority  in  Floyd  225  to  375. 

Iloyd  County. — ^-The  majority  in  this  county  will  not  be  less  than  225, 
and  we  are  making  everv  effort  to  carry  it  up  to  375.  Scott’s  majority  was 
^Z:’~[Correspo7ideatof  the  Richmond  Whip,  May  22. 

[Floyd  county  gave  Wise  125  majority.] 
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S<wis  Majority  in  Patrich  350. 

Patrick  County.— Place  no  reliance  on  tlie  statement  in  the  Enquirer  in 
regard  to  this  county.  You  may  safely  put  down  the  majority  for  the  Ameri- 
can ticket  in  Patrick  at  350,  and  I surely  believe  it  will  exceed  that.  Prom 
Henry,  Erankliu  and  Floyd,  I have  the  most  cheering  account  of  the  progress 
of  the  great  American  movement.^’ — Corresj)ondent  of  the  liichmond  Whiin 
Mai,  22: 

[AYise’s  majority  in  Patrick  is  .192.] 

Saio  hut  one  man  in  5 months  against  Sam.” 

Frederick  and  Pace  Counties, — I rejoice  to  inform  you  that  the  cause 
of  our  country  is  progressing  so  well  in  this  (Frederick)  county.  I have  tra- 
veled very  considerably  for  the  last  5 months  in  the  upper  end  of  this  and  the 
lower  end  of  Hampshire  county,  and  in  all  that  time  1 have  met  icifh  hut  one 
man  that  teas  ar/aimf  vs,  and  I feel  assured  that  I am  warranted  in  saving  that 
old  Frederick  will  give  a majority  of  150  for  our  nominees. 

‘‘  I have  also  been  informed  that  there  are  upwards  of  400  members  in 
Page. 

“ Having  belonged  to  the  Peraocratic  party,  I am  utterly  astonished  at  the 
course  they  pursue  in  regard  to  this  great  national  movement.  They  seem  to 
be  blinded  not  only  to  the  best  interests  of  society,  but  of  the  country.^' — 
^Correspondent  of  the  Richmond  ^Vhiy,  May  22. 

[Frederick  gave  130  for  Wise — and  the  official  vote  of  Page  is  1033  for 
Wise,  72  (!)  for  Flournoy.  If  the  gentleman  will  travel  ‘‘  five  mouths”  through 
Pago,  he  will  probably  be  able  to  find  rather  more  than  “‘one  man”  against 

Sam.] 

A Handsome  Majority  for  Sam  in  Pulaski  County. 

Pulaski  County. — We  shall  elect  our  county  delegate,  Thomas  Poage, 
and  give  the  Winchester  ticket  a handsome  majority.” — Correspondent  of  (he 
Richmond  Jfay  22, 

[Pulaski  gave  Hr.  Ydse  a handsome  majority,”  and  didn’t  elect  Mr. 
Poage.] 

Sam's  Majority  1500  in  Ridiccirs  District — and  2000  In  Leiciss  District. 

As  to  the  report  of  withdrawals  in  the  North-West,  it  is  falsa.  We  have 
but  few,  and  we  take  in  five  to  one  that  withdraws.  VvY  will  carry  this  dis- 
trict by  1500  majority,  an-i  we  have  2000  to  overcome.  We  wdll  elect  Pen  ;h> 
to  Congress.  The  adjffiniug  district  will  do  better  than  what  we  do.  There  is 
1600  majority  against  them,  and  they  will  carry  it  by  2000. — \_Corrcspondent 
of  the  Richmond  11  liij,  May  22. 

[Kid well’s  majority  upwards  of  1300 — and  Sam’s  majority  in  Lewis’s  di.s- 
trict  391,  instead  of  ‘‘  2000.”] 

Ail  oven  heinung  Majority  for  Sam’s  candidates. 

Hanover  County. — Pear  Iffist : We  are  augmentiug  our  forces  daily  ana 
rightly.  We  will  give  Reins,  Flournoy  and  Scott  a tremendous  vote.  Thomp- 
son, American  candidate  for  the  House  of  Pelogafcs,  will  certainly  be  oiectod 
by  an  overwhelming  majority. — [^Car respondent  of  the  Post,  May  17. 
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Nearly  E vein/  Man  in  favor  of  the  Enow  Kotliing  Ticlcet ! 

ITanoyer  and  Ne4Y  Kent. — Dear  Post : — I happened  a few  days  since  to 
be  among  the  people  of  New  Kent  and  Hanover,  when,  greatly  to  my  surprise, 
men  whom  a few  years  ago,  were  the  strongest  advocates  of  Democracy  are  0077 
seizing  every  chance  to  let  their  friends  know  that  Flournoy  is  the  man  of  their 
choice  and  not  Henry  A.  Wise,  the  slanderer  of  all  parties.  So  far,  IMr.  Editor, 
as  I was  able  to  learn,  there  are  few  members  of  the  American  Order  in  the 
above  counties,  hut  so  well  are  the  people  convinced  of  its  republican  and  na- 
tional principles  that  nearly  every  man  I saw  will  go  for  the  whole  ticket.  You 
can  rest  assured  that  both  counties  will  give  a larger  majority  than  has  ever 
been  given  for  any  other  party.  I am  yours,  &c. — [^  CorresponiJent-of  the  Fennu 
Eost. 

[Hanover  gave  the  Democratic  ticket  about  200  majority.] 

George  W.  Fahnore  Elected  in  Cumherland  and  Powhatan, 

CuMDERLAND. — Vi Q have  vcrv  cheering  news  from  this  (Cumberland)  county. 
George  W.  Palmnre  will  be  elected  from  Powhatan  and  Cumberland,  and  the 
American  ticket  will  get  one  hundred  majority  in  the  latter  county. — \_Fe71v.g 
Fast,  before  the  election. 

[The  ‘W\racricaa’’  ticket  got  25  majority  in  '‘the  latter  county^’ — and  Mr. 
Palmore  was  defeated  by  about  100  majority.  Powhatan  gave  Wise  a majority 
of  137.] 

Louisa — " Statements  Utterhj  Unfounded.'^ 

Louisa. — Various  exaggerated  calculations  have  been  made  by  the  Anti- 
American  party  in  regard  to  their  anticipated  majorities  in  this  county — claim- 
ing as  high  as  200  for  Judge  Caskie,  •X'c.  These  statements  we  have  the  best 
reason  for  knovring  are  utterly  unfaunded.  With  the  gallant  Clayton  G.  Cole- 
man as  our  standard  bearer  for  the  State  Senate,  and  the  other  excellent  candi- 
dates in  the  field,  we  confidently  anticipate  a glorious  triumph  in  Louisa. — 
iYsg  May  17.  i 

[The  majority  for  Caskie  in  Louisa  was  precisely  200—614  to  441.] 

> " Sani’  in  MecMcnhurg . 

In  this  county  (rJeckleubiirg)  our  information  is  that  Hutcherson,  the  Ame- 
rican candidate  for  the  Legislature,  will  certainly  be  elected.  At  the  last  elec- 
tion the  whole  vote  of  the  country  was  1167,  and  the  Democratic  majority  was 
about  340.  riouruoy  is  certain  to  get,  next  Thursday,  at  least  6</0  votes. 
Pretty  good  progres.-^  in  one  county.  There  are  seven  councils  in  the  county, 
and  the  ■ Presidents  of  four  of  them  are  Old  Line  Democrats.  We  learn  also 
that  there  was  a free  barbecue  at  Wilbamsoids  store  last  Saturday,  after  which 
thirty-eight  joined  the  order,  twenty-two  of  w'horn  were  Democrats. — ^Fenny 
Font,  May  17. 

[Mecklenburg  gives  5Ir.  Wise  and  the  whole  DeTnocratic  ticket  about  400 
ni;ijofity.  Johnson’s  majority  over  Summers  was  317.] 


I Botetourt  175  or  225  Majority  for  Floum&y, 

I Botetourt  County. — " From  the  atati.stics  I send,  yon  will  perceive  tha^r 
f the  American  party  have  a dear  majority  of  the  votes  in  this  county,  besides 
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scores  of  outsiders  to  be  sympatbiziog  with  us  and  will  vote  our  ticket.  Pierce's 
majority  was  317.  We  shall  change  this  into  at  least  175  and  very  likely  to 
*225,  for  Plournoy,  Beale  and  Patton." — \Ilichmond  V^liujj  May  15. 

[Botetourt  gave  Wise  430  majority.] 

Sam”  Dividing  Marion  County. 

We  shall  poll  900  votes  in  Marion,  which  is  half  of  the  whole." — [Cbr- 
ruyondent  of  the  Richmoyid  Whig,  May  22.  i 

[The  vote  of  Marion  stands,  for  "Wise  1127,  Flournoy  450.] 

20,000  and  FrohahTy  40,000  Majority  for  Flournoy. 

We  shall  not  be  satisfied  with  less  than  20,000  majority  for  Flournoy.  We 
are  disposed  to  think  we  shall  double  that  figure.  l‘ress  on  the  column," 
therefore,  we  say,  and  look  not  to  the  right  or  left  until  after  the  election.  We 
wish  to  have  as  large  a majority  as  possible.  Already  certain  of  success,  we 
wish  something  more  than  mere  victory.  We  desire  to  secure  a triumph  ! — 
^Fenny  Fast,-  Jfay  7. 

What  a my  Countrymen! 

Press  on  the  Column." — As  the  day  of  election  approaches,  the  confi- 
dence of  the  American  party  rises.  Already  72, ‘000  strong,  their  numbers  are 
daily  increasing.  So  certain  are  they  of  sueces.'=:,  that  we  fear  they  may  be  in- 
duced to  relax  their  exertions.  We  trust  that  may  not  be  the  case.  Let  u.-; 
keep  up  the  fire  until  we  exterminate  the  enemy.  We  shall  give  Mr.  Wise  su(?h  a 
fall  that  he  will  stand  no  more  chance  of  rising  than  Lucifer. — \_Fenny  Fast, 
May  7.  . ' 

Afr.  Fr’  ise  Ruminating  in  Accomac. 

^nievolutions  never  go  backward.  The  grand  political  revolution  of  the 
Know  Nuthiugs  is  the  spontaneous  uprising  of  the  people  again.st  political 
trickery  and  party  eorruptious.  It  were  as  vain  to  attempt  to  check  its  progress 
as  to  stop  the  tornado  in  its  course.  It  has  the  imprimatur  of  popular  approval, 
and  5ir.  Wise  ought  by  this  time  to  be  convinced  of  the  futility  of  attempting 
to  arrest  it.  Beneath  the  classic  shades  of  ‘‘ Only,  near  Oaancock,"  he  may 
ruminatt?  on  the  result — and  from  the  instructive  teachings  of  the  past  niov 
gather  some  valuable  lessons  for  the  future." — Richmond  W'hig,  May  S. 

Know  Xothing  Sympathy  for  tlLC  Dead  JVise  Men. 

Wo  can  assure  our  anti-American  friends  here  that  we  feel  no  little  s-ympathy 
for  them  in  the  present  condition  of  political  affairs — tlie  certain,  overwhoim’’. : 
defeat  that  awaits  them  at  the  coming  election  staring  them  in  the  face.  ■' 
know  they  ieel  bad — the  forebodings  of  their  approaching  doom  haunt  thain  c 
and  night.  Now,  we  must  say  we  have  not  the  least  objection  that  they 
to  the  last,  show  true  pluck  and  grit — indeed,  these  qualities  will  always  eh-  - 
ienge  our  aLiiiration ; but  wo  arc  solicitous  that  they  should  be  prep  irin.:  ' 
fold  their  togas  about  them  and  die  with  the  grace  and  digiiii  v tliut  bec-nm;  t 
remaining  few  of  a once  powerful  and  honorable  party — that  they  will  so  dto'.-  i- 
themselves  in  this  la.se  deatli-strugelo,  that  the  future  faithful  historian  wiil  ! o 
unable  to  find  the  least  spot  upon  their  fairness,  truth  or  honor.  ITe  do  rvu;  y 
Lope  that  we  shall  have  it  in  our  power,  after  the  election,  with  a clear 
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science,  to  comply  with  the  old  maxim — to  say  nothing  but  good  of  the  dead.’^ 
— ^ICanaicha  Jiejmllicaiij  J./oy  "2. 

Sam  Doing  }Yonders  in  BrunsiciclcD 

AVe  learn  that  Sam’’  is  doing  wonders  in  the  Democratic  county  of  Bruns- 
wick. Two  councils  have  been  started  in  that  county,  and  they  are  working 
finely.  Brunswick  is  the  last  county  in  the  State  in  which  “ Sam”  was  intro- 
duced. Nevertheless  he  will  give  a good  account  of  himself  and  family  even 
there* on  election  day. — \_Fenni/  Dost,  May  17. 

[Sure  enough,  Sam  did  wouders  in  Brunswick.”  Wise’s  majority  is  3S2. 
Johnson’s  majority  over  Summers  was  154.]  , • 

^4  Large  majority  for  Sam  in  Smyth  County. 

A\"e  learn  that  there  are  seven  connciis  in  Smyth  county,  all  in  full  blast,  and 
working  finely.  The  order  numbers  some  of  the  best  men  in  the  county,  and 
will  give  a large  majority  for  the  AVincht-ster  ticket. — \^Feiivy  Fost,  May  17. 

[Smyth  gave  AVise  S3  majority.] 

Oar  NaF  Fleeted  hy  800  to  1,000  duajority. 

The  Halifax  Congressional  District. — ^‘Information  received  from 
every  county  in  this  district  renders  certain  the  electiou  of  Claiborne* by  a ma- 
jority from  800  to  1,000,  while  Flournoy  will  not  fall  short  of  1500,  and  the 
best  informed  gentlemen  say  it  will  go  beyond  2,000.” — Richmond  Y'hig,  May 

15. 

[“Our  Nat”  was  defeated  by  1,700  majority.] 

Tazeieell  County  Safe  for  Trigg — Trigg  Elected. 

AA^ttheville. — “ Dear  AATiig  : — Bejoice  ! rejoice  I for  truly  have  the  friends 
of  American  and  haters  of  foreign  policy,  cause  to  do  so  here.  The  determined 
progeny  of  Sam  now'  nuuiber  in  this  county  -800  good  and  true.  It  is  now 
universally  conceded  that  Trigg  will  get  a.  majority  over  both  Martin  and  AIc- 
Alullen,  not  only  in  this  couruy,  but  in  the  whole  district.  Tazewell  is  thought 
safe  for  Trin^J  Smyth  will  give  a very  large  majority  ; Preston’s  fate  is  sealed, 
and  Sheffey’s  majority  ma}^  be  safely  put  doivn  at  lOO.” — \_Richmo)\d  Whig^ 
May  15. 

[Tazewell  gave  the  w'hole  Democratic  ticket  more  than  900  majority — and 
Trigg  was  defeated  by  AlcMuilen,  by  a majority  of  about  3,500.] 

i . Sam  in  Rockingham. 

\ ' ’ 

I Sara  introduced  himself  to  tlie  good  people  of  Bockingbarn  in  September 
i last,  in  the  persons  of  an  old  Boci.dngham  Democrat,  who  now  resides  in  Albe- 
! laarlc,  and  an  x\,lcxan<iria  Dmnoerat.  Fndorsed  thus  by  two  “old  liners,’’  he 
: was  most  cordially  received,  and  we  have  never  for  a moment  felt  any  disposition 

' to  cut  his  aenuaincanee.  IPs' family  is  n ovr  la--ge  and  respectable,  having  daily 
additirjiis  of  pure  old  .jack.-5on  Di'niO  'ratS;  who  era  never  forget  Low  nenry  A. 
V\'ise  used  to  abu.-e  tl.etii  and  their  party.  You  may  rest  assured,  that  the 
Vfincdrcsicr  ticket  will  receive  at  least  1500  vote.s  in  this  county. — iRichmund 

I v;h!.j,  W.V  15. 

j [The  vote  of  Ilockingliam  was : Wise  2,7^-)  ^ G12.] 
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The  Pernny  Post  EntltUny  Itself  to  the  Gratitude  of  Betters. 

A Chance. — The  love  of  money  i.s  the  besetting  sin  of  the  people  of  thi.s 
Tvorid.  We  scarcely  ever  meet  a man  who  does’nt  want  more  than  he  has. 

^Ye  are  very  sure  then  that  we  should  entitle  oursrdoes  to  the  rjrafituJe  of  many 
if  we  direct  them  to  a plan  by  which  money  can  be  made.  li.sten,  all  ye 

lucre-loving  sinners,  and  we  will  tell  you  bow  $ 5,000  can  be  made  as  clear  as 
grit  in  a little  more  than  a month.  Here  it  is  : 

Just  get  3!2,500  and  come  to  this  oihes,  and  we  will  direct  you  to  a gentle- 
man who  has  § 5,000,  and  who  is  particularly  green.  Be  is  anxious  to  bet 
that  amount  to  $ 2,500,  that  Flournoy  will  be  elected.  Well,  of  course,  you 
have  seen  accounts  of  so  many  withdrawals,  and  of  course  you  hnov:  that  the 
Know  Nothing  house  is  fa.st  tumbling  to  pieces.  So  bring  us  your  S 2,500  and 
stake  it  as  wm  direct,  deposit  it  in  Hank,  and  on  the  4ch  Thursday  in  May, 
you’ll  be  8 5,000  richer  than  you  are  now — if  Wise  is  elected. — \^Richmond 
Penny  Post. 


From  the  Richmond  Enquirer. 

OBITUAKY  OF  SAM. 

It  has  fallen  to  orir  lot  to  perform  the  melancholy  task  of  announcing  to  his 
friend.s  and  the  public,  the  death  of  the  lamented  “ Sam.’^  He  departed  this 
life  on  the  24th  day  of  May,  lb55,  at  a place  in  Virginia,  called  the  Polls,  af- 
ter a short  illness  of  eAtreine  mental  and  bodily  suffei’ing.  In  the  morning  of 
the  24th,  on  which  the  sad  catastrophe  occurred,  he  was,  apparently,  in  bne 
health  and  spirits,  and  manifested,  it  was  observed  by  everybody,  unusual  acti- 
vity in  his  business.  Put,  alas  1 before  night  he  was  numbered  with  those  that 
have  been.  Indeed,  the  writer  saw  hini  the  very  day  he  died ; he  said  be  never 
felt  better,  and  promised  himself  a long,  happy',  and  • prosperous  life,  ’irb’it 
shadows  we  are  I Sam’s  dayas  vrere  switter  than  a weaver’s  shuttle,  and  spent 
without  Hope.”  His  days  were  few  and  evil.  As  for  ‘••Sara,”  his  days  are 
as  grass;  as  a flower  of  the  held  ha  flourisheth,  the  breeze  of  public  opinion 
passed  over  him,  he  is  gone,  and  the  places  in  Virginia,  that  knew  him  once, 
will  know  him  no  more  for  ever.  Pecaust,  “ Sam”  goetli  to  his  long  honi'.', 
and  the  mourners  go  about  the  streets-.  As  the- particulars  of  his  death  may 
be  gratifying  to  his  friends  at  a distance,  we  give  them,  as  we  leceived  then’, 
from  the  most  authentic  .sources. 

About  one  o’clock,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  24th,  Sam”  became  dejcct-cd, 
and  was  soon  after  taken  wi‘h  a n;uisca  at  the  stomach,  and  vomiting  up  td’  a 
quantity  of  crude  indigestible  matter,  suppOc,ed  to  be  green  fruit,  vrith  which  ho 
had  overloaded  his  stonrach,  brought  from  Massachusetts ; this  was  soon  fol- 
lowed by  a violent  purging  at  the  Polls  ; when  great  debility  ensued,  termina- 
ting in  death. 

The  friends  of  the  deceased,  both  North  and  South,  may  be  assured  that  no 
p.aias  or  expense  was  wanting  here  to  save  the  life  of  this  estimable  man 
Steam  and  electricity  were  taxed  to  the  highest  power — servant.s  were  join;: 
day  and  night  atter  the  doctor;.,  and  the  most  skillful  ^‘knowing”  ones,  Noitn 
and  South,  were  employed — Coimcils  were  held  in  every  corner,  and  groups  et 
the  most  eminent  practitioner-',  were  seen  here  and  there  in  solemn  conclave — 
consulting  physicians  were  called  in  to  confer  with  family  doctors — the  prayers 
of  the  church  and  the  ailvice  of  the  most  eminent  divines,  in  other  States, 
earnestly  solicited — the  elders  of  the  church  were  called  for,  to  anoint  him 
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oil;  but  all  iu  vain — Sam's’’  time  had  come — the  decree  had  gone  forth — a 
jiortiou  of  the  members  of  the  Whig  church  which  had  long  been  in  a cold  and 
dead  stare,  but  had  began  to  ■ strengthen  the  things  that  remain,  and  were 
ready  to  perish,”  and  to  pray  and  hope  for  a revival,  sa}’ing,  all  our  help  must 
come  from  “ Sara,”  now  sunk  in  deep  despair  ; and  a universal  gloom,  as  still 
as  the  grave,  hung  over  the  vestals  of  the  ‘‘  Dim  Lantern.”  The  patient  was 
in  an  awful  state  of  collapse,  and  every  expedient  was  tried  to  produce  a re-ac- 
tion in  the  system.  Blisters  or  Sinapisms,  composed  of  different  ingredients, 
and  spread  on  blue  paper,  were  constantly  applied  to  the  extremities,  at  the 
‘ polls;  but  they  failed  to  draw.  American  “Gnats”  instead  of  Spanish  flies, 
were  applied  to  the  back,  and  “ Clay”  poultice.s  to  the  abdomen ; and  the  cele- 
brated “Patent”  gruel,  (said  to  be  a specific  in  every  disease,)  given  as  an  in- 
jection ; hut  there  was  no  “ Hope.'"*  “ aSVc  transit  gloria  mund'i!'^ 

' After  the  physicians  had  despaired  of  “ Sam’s”  body,  the  Doctors  of  Divini- 
ty were  sent  for  to.  take  care  of  his  soul.  An  eminent  Divine  ffrom  Kentucky) 
who  visited  him  in  his  last  momenrs,  conversed  freely  with  him  on  the  subject 
of  religion.  His  remarks  were  published  in  the  Presbyterian  Critic.  He  as- 
sured “Sam”  that  be  ne^d  not  be  under  any  apprehensions  about  his  “future 
destiny;”  that  his  oondiict  and  principles  were  in  perfect  accordance  with  the 
Word  of  God,  and  he  was  perfectly  orthodox.  “ Sam”  had  no  fears  upon  that 
score;  he  had  en'leavoured  to  obey  the  will  of  the  “Grand  blaster,”  and  what 
he  had  committed  to  him,  he  had  kept  to  the  day  of  his  death.  But,  turniug 
from  the  Doctor  to  one  of  the  family — a gentleman  from  Lunenburg,  a Mr.  T., 
(who,  it  is  thought,  will  never  forget  the  remark  and  the  impression  it  made  on 
him,)  he  observed,  he  was  conscious  of  his  approaching  dissolution,  and  he 
■would  die  perfectly  “ coniented'^^’  if  he  only  knew  ichat  killed  him.  The  Doc- 
tor gravely  remarked,  bo  believed  that  it  was  that  intense  Democracy”  of 
Virginia  that  was  the  immediate  cause  of  his  death.  Mr.  T.,  it  will  be  reracci- 
bered,  ?r?-tircd  from  “Sam”  “ with  a bird  in  the  hand  and  that  Goode” 
gentleman,  Vyhose  death  he  predicted,  still  alive.  The  above  mentioned  is 
the  Kentucky  Doctor  that  prophesied  of  “Sara,”  before  his  death,  in  Virginia,’ 
said  the  coming  of  “ Sam”  would  be  as  the  coming  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven, 
“in  silence,  (secretly,)  without  observation”  “That  is  the  way,”  said  he, 
“in  which  all  ‘grand’  movements  come.”  (Mark  the  expression,  “'grand 
movement,”  “ Grand  Master,”  “ Grand  Council,” — everything  grand  about 
“Sam:”  “Sam  is  one  of  the  grandees.)  Said  that  “Sam”  would  swallo-w 
Democracy  and  live  forever;  that  “Sara’s”  family  would  swallow  up  every 
other  family  in  America,  and  there  would  be  left  but  one  national,  native-born, 
American  family — “Sam’s!!!”  But  if  “Sam”  swallowed  a small  dose  of 
Democracy,  and  he  died  instantly,  what  would  become  of  him  if  be  should  take 
a full  dose  ? The  Demccratic  Medical  Faculty  has  just  prescribed  the  following 
dose  for  “ Sam”  in  Virginia  : Take — 

/ Of  Wise,  9 or  10,000  drops. 

“ Congress  18  do. 

“ Legislature  48  do. 

Given  in  pure  Democracy,  in  broken  doses,  at  the  polls,  in  the  day  time — 
“ Sam”  vrill  be  dead  by  next  morning.  If  “ Sam”  should  revive,  give  the 
same  in  larger  doses.  For  a “ Xationai”  dose,  see  Democratic  Dispensatory. 
See,  also,  “ Hush”  on  Sam  at  the  polls. 

We  had  predicted  that  poor  “ Se.in”  had  been  deceived — that  he  had  not  ex- 
amined tile  ground  of  his  here.  The  ]>oev.ois  iueve  led  him  to  rely  cm  secrecy 
for  salvation,  and  faith  alone  in  the  “ Grand  Master  ;”  preaching  to  hiai  that 
every  grand  movement  must  be  secret,”  vhen  they  ought  to  have  urged  him 
to  come  out,  and  make  an  open,  bold  profession  of  his  religion  before  the  world, 
that  it  might  be  seen  whether  his  practice  accorded  with  his  principles.  Not  to 
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be  ashamed  of  ‘ Sam'  before  men  let  his  light  so  shine" — not  to  pnt  it 
■under  a bushel" — that  ■we  are  “children  of  the  day,  not  of  the  night."  And, 
above  all,  to  have  referred  him  to  his  “ Bible  in  hand" — particularly  that  pas- 
sage in  John  xviii  : 19,  (if  he  v/ished  to  come  us  the  kingdom  of  heaven)  : 
“The  High  Priest  then  asked  Jesus  of  his  doctrine."  20  : “ Jesus  answered 
him,  I spake  openly  to  the  world  : I even  taught  in  the  Synagogue  and  in  the 
Tcniple,  where  the  Jews  alvvays  resort,  and  in  secret  have  I said  nothing." 
And,  again  : “ This  thing  was  not  done  in  a corner"  (or  a culvert.)  “ Sam" 
ought  to  have  been  taught  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  came  openly,  (though  it 
came  not  vrith  “observation,"  tlnat  is,  with  great  outward  pomp,  and  apaitieu- 
lar  locality,  as  a temporal  kingdom,)  and  not  secretljg  like  the  Jesuits  ; that  it 
had  a visible  organization,  and  that  publicity  was  its  grand  characteristic.  The 
70  disciples  were  sent  out  by  the  Euler,  himself,  of  the  Kingdom,  to  preach 
before  the  world,  that  “the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  was  at  hand."  So  “Sam’’’ 
ought  to  have  sent  out  bis  “72,000"  disciples  to  preach  his  doctrines,  and  to 
announce  his  coming;  and,  verily,  (according  to  Hr.  Botts  and  other  prophet?,) 
they  would  not  have  gone  over  Yirginia,  before  “Sam"  would  be  in  all  his 
power  and  glory.  But,  on  the  contrary,  whenever  the  Elnow  iN'othings  were 
asked  by  the  Democrats  when  the  kingdom  of  Sam"  should  come,  and  what 
its  doctrines,  they  ansv/ered  and  said,  “ Sam  conieth  not  with  observation," 
Neither  shall  they  say,  Lo  ! here,  or,  lo  T there,  for,  behold,  “ Sam"  is  within 
you.  For  as  the  lightning  that  lightneth  out  of  the  one  part  under  Heaven, 
shinetb  unto  the  other  part  under  Heaven,  so  shall  “Sam"  be  in  his  day.  Here 
the  analogy  of  the  Know  Nothing  commentators,  bet-ween  the  kingdom  of 
“Sam"  and  the  kingdom  of  Heaven,  fails,  “Sam"  goes,  it  is  true,  by  the 
telegraph,  but  it  unseen.  The  iightoing  is  seen  under  the  whole  Heavens. 
Not  so  with  the  great  “Invisible  and  Invincible."  Jxiid  as  it  was  in  the  day^ 
of  Noah,  (continue  these  same  doctors,  in  the  same  chapter,)  so  shall  it  be  ak.o 
ru  the  days  of  “ Sam."  .The  Democrats  were  carousing,  say  they,  until  the 
day  that  the  Know  Nothings  were  taken  into  the  ark  and  the  flood  of  Kno>w 
• Nothingism  came  and  destroyed  them  all.  Likewdse,  also,  it  was  in  the  days  of 
Lot:  “ They  did  eat  and  drink,"  tk;c.  But  the  same  day  that  “Sam"  WvUit 
out  of  Sodom,  it  rained  fire  and  brimstone  from  “ Sam"  on  the  Democrats,  and 
destroyed  them  all.  Even  so  shall  it  be  in  the  days  of  “ Sum;"  so  saith  the 
prophet.  'The  delayed  retribution  is  impending,  an<l  like  eveiw  other  great  re- 
tribution, it  takes-those  it  falls  on  by  surprise— (The  “Critic.")  On  wbo.^o 
head,  tell  me,  did  the  fli-e  and  brimstone  fall,  at  the  polls  in  Virginia?  Who 
w-as  taken  by  surprise?  “Sam"  was  taken  in  his  own  net.  V/ho  is  feasting 
and  reveling  now,  till  the  flood  comes  again,  walking  in  political  lasciviousne  -'. 
lusts  of  power,  excess  of  wine,  revelino-s,  baoqueting.s,  and  abominable  idoh*- 
tries,  wherein  they  think  it  strange  that  ye  run  not  with  them  to  the  sa?ue  e.v- 
cess  of  not  speaking  evil  of  you?  It  i.s  “Sanfl'  in  Phiiudelphia,  like  Belshaz- 
zar in  Babylon,  giving  a great  feast  t.o  a thousand  of  hl>  lords,  his  wives  an-i 
concubines.  But,  a tinger  lias  ■v.-ritten  over  against  the  dim  “lantern,"  on  t;;. 
plaster  of  the  wall;  and  (the  magicians,  astrologers,  chaldeans,  and  sooth 'aver--, 
are  failing,)  Daniel,  as  before,  will  be  sent  for  to  interpret  it.  Daniel  v/ill  tfael* 
Sam  that  the  3Iost  liifrh  ruleth  in  the  kingdom  of  men — ^tliat  Sam  bad  im. 
humbled  himself  since  his  fail  in  Virginia.  And,  therefore,  for  the  thought 
of  his  heart,  this  is  the  interpretation  of  the  thing:  3!enc — Thy  kingdom 
numbered.  Tekel — Thou  art  weighed  Bere.s — Thy  kingdom  is  divided.  I't 

vain  will  “Sam"  sing  “ he  brought  me  into  the  ‘ bao'jiiccing  house,'  anil 
banner  over  me  was  iovo.'"  ..mm  ha.s  prepared  this  great  leumt  in  imitato/iy 
Queen  Esther's  emancipation  of  the  Jews,  to  liberate  the  slaves  of  the  t 
and  “Sam,"  like  Hauian,  boasts  that  no  man  is  permitted  to  come'  to  th  i 
“banquet"  prepared  by  the  Queen,  but  himself.  Yet  all  this  (honor)  av.*;.' 
i»io  nothing,  says  he,  go  long  as  1 see  Democrats  in  office.  But,  mark  ! Haii.-iu 
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\vill  bang  himself  on  the  very  gallows  he  is  preparing  for  Mordecai ; ami  Es- 
ther will  be  celebrated  by  the  Democrats.  The  Kentucky  doctcfi's  also  said,  that 
the  poor  Democrats,  (like  the  Demoniacs,  when  they  saw  Christ  approach  them,) 
would  ‘‘scream  at  the  bare  mention  of  Sain”  !!!  Who  screamed  at  the  polls? 
“ Sam” — the  “ invincible  Sam.”  And  it  turns  out  to  be,  that  it  was  the  Know 
Nothings,  (v.'hosG  name  they  say  was  legion,)  that  besought  the  Democracy  that, 
they  might  go  into  the  herd  of  swiue,  (Northern  abolitionists,)  and,  behold,  the- 
whole  herd  of  swine  rushed  headlong  down  ca  precipice  and  were  drowned  in  the 
sea,  and  the  herdsmen,  (the  Northern  Whigs,)  that  attended  them  tied  into  the 
city,  (of  Philadelphia,)  and  the  whole  city  came  out  and  besought  the  Democ- 
racy to  depart  out  of  their  course.  The  Doctors  mistook  Democracy  for  De- 
moniacy  ! If  “Sam”  is  so  expert  in  casting  out  devils,  it  is  a wonder  he  has 
not  di.^possessed  himself,  long  ago.  This,  indeed,  vrould  be  Belzebnb,  casting 
out  the  Devil — “Sam’s”  kingdom  divided  against  itself — the  harlot  of  3iassa- 
chusetts  complaining  of  the  “ whore  of  Babylon!’’ 

As  to  the  disease  with  w’hich  “Sam”  died,  there  are  various  conjectures. 
Some  think  he  died  of  Flux,  or  “'Fusion,”  (as  it  i.s  termed  in  modern  nomen- 
clature,) from  the  appearance  of  his  stools  or  “platforms” — that  is,  a running 
together  of  Northern  Abolitionists  with  Northern  Whig-,  against  the  Catholics 
for  power  and  otnee.  The  purging  which  Sam  got  at  the  polls  did  not  indicate 
that  his  bowels  were  open,  for  physicians  know,  that,  in  dysentery,  the  purging 
is  a secretion  from  the  bowels  tht  inseives,  while  the  food,  or  natural  passages, 
are  retained;  so,  that,  although  he  disgorged  (by  tbe  mouth)  a good  deal  of 
what  he  had  swallowed,  and  lost  Sesh,  he  was  still  bound  in  the  bov/els  to  the 
last.  “ Sam”  had  been  subject  to  costiveness  from  his  birth,  both  at  the  mouth, 
by  oath,  and  in  the  belly.  But  a few  weeks'be'fore  his  death,  being  alarmed  at 
his  situation,  he  was  wont  to  go  nut  very  badly  from  Ids  lodging,  and  take  an 
aperient,  but  the  physicians  forbid  it.  Said  that  a sudden  evacuation  would 
produce  such  debility,  it  would  certainly  carry  him  off — to  contine  himself 
closely  to  his  room  and  keep  quiet.  There  is  a great  anxiety  now  to  know,  I 
am  told,  that  of  the  diiferent  kinds  of  isms  “Sam”  eat,  wdii'ch  it  '>va3  that  dis- 
agreed with  him,  so  that  they  might  diet  him  hereafter,  for  dysentery  (running 
from  tbe  lodges)  and  obstinate  costiveness  of  tbe  bowels — seoresy  is  hereditary 
in  the  family.  They  are  still  bound,  as  before,  and  now  under  the  care  of  the 
Philadelphia  doctors,  who  advise  them  to  touch  nothing  but  what  agrees  with 
them.  But  a Philadelphia  doctor  can’t  cure  “ Sara” — he  is  too  far  gone.  There 
are  others  of  opinion  that  “ Sam”  died  from  sheer  debility,  (or  “civil  disabili- 
ty”) from  being  overheated  in  the  crusades.  Some  contend  he  had  the  Scrofula 
or  King’.s  Evil — hatred  to  freb  institutions — (as  freedom  of  opinion,  alien,  itc., 
can  never  be  mentioued  in  his  presence  without  producing  nausea  at  the  sto- 
mach) which  he  inherited  from  old  federal  Sam  and  which  broke  out,  no’w 
and  then,  in  various  branches  of  the  Whig  family,  there  being  a predisposi- 
tion to  the  disease.  Others  again,  presume  that  ho  was  killed  by  swallow- 
ing too  many  diil’erent  kinils  of  isms  at  once,  as  appears  from  a post  raorrein 
examination,  there  having  been  found  about  forty  iu  bis  belly,  in  an  indi- 
gestible .«tate.  Tbe  last  one  which  he  swallowed  just  before  be  died — Ame- 
rican or  Kuow  Notbingi.srn — lodged  in  his  throat,  and  produced  Bronchitis  ut 
the  polls.  Some  conjectured,  and  not  vdthout  reason,  that  “Sam”  had  Hydro- 
phobia, from  his  dread  of  “ Holy  AAter,”  as  he  had  been  bitten  by  a canine 
fanatic  at  the  North,  during  dog-days  thtre.  Others  supposed  he  took  cAd  tra- 
velling in  Missouri  and  tie  territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska;  while  many 
think  that  be  was  woundr  1 in  a wmcountcr  with  the  “Fugitive  b'lave  Bill.” 
Otl  ers  think  lie  died  front  cmaciati<:>n — that  he  pined  away  bom  pure  h>ve  for 
the  Negro.es,  the  Union  and  Native  Americans,  and  envy  at  the  prosperity  of 
the  South.  Some  think  that  he  w.as  literally  con‘^umed  with  lust  for  power  and 
office;  and  they  gave  him  the  balsam  of  Know  Isothingism.  hlany,  agaiQ,  sup*. 
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pose  that  he  died  from  refusing  to  take  stimulus,  from  his  conscientious  scruples 
about  Maine  Liqueur,’’  and  from  substituting  sour  butter-milk  in  the  Sacra- 
raent,  in  the  place  of  wine.  'While  not  a few  are  persuaded  he  sufiered  from 
religious  melanclu>lv,  or  derangement  from  discarding  the  Bible  from  his  heart, 
and  substituting  Know  Xotbingism.  But  the  most  probal.'ie  opinion  is  that  tlie 
immediate  cause  of  his  death,  was  the  shock  from  the  Bemoeratie  battery,  when 
the  positive  and  negative  poles  were  brought  together,  to  cure  him  of  the  Bheu- 
niatism,  which  he  gut  by  going  out  too  late  at  night!  All  these,  no  doubt,  con- 
tributed to  ‘‘Sam’s”  suilerings.  . Never  did  a poor  man  groan  under  a greater 
complication  of  maladies,  than  did  Saui”  in  'Virginia;  and  it  was,  no  doubt, 
best  for  him  and  the  coinaiunity,  that  he  was  taken  aw'ay  in  his  youth,  for  his 
disease  was  a contagious  one,  whatever  might  have  been  its  nature  in  other  re- 
spects. The  Democratic  Faculty,  as  soon  as  he  died,  reconimeiided  that  the 
room  ('Virginia)  should  be  fumigated  with  vinegar,  (Democratic  prin- 

ciples,) and  well  ventilated.  The  clothing,  as  well  as  the  bedding,  ought  to  bo 
often  removed  and  all  ofi’ensive  odors  (particularly  the  fteces)  should  be  removed 
as  speedily  as  possible. 

A-S  to  the  charuiter  of  Sam”  he  was  perfectly  consistent  in  liis  “Platform” 
and  practice.  He  stood  broad  in  public  estimation.  No  man  doubted  his  vera- 
city, purity  or  piety.  Ills  Bible  was  always  in  hand,  if  not  in  heart.  Pie  loved 
(like  the  good  Samaritan)  liis  neighbor  as  himself.  His  charity  covered  a mul- 
titude of  sins  in  others,  and  extended  to  all  without  exception.  He  was  parti- 
cularly noted  for  entertaining  strangers,  for  be  thought  that  tliereby  he  might 
entertain  angels  unawares.  In  creed,  Sam  was  a Unitarian,  and  required  his 
followers  to  swear  by  and  believe  in  one  God,  and  he  propagated  this  doctrine 
under  the  cover  of  political  principle. 

If  Sam’s  conscious  scruples  about  slavery,  wdne,  &c.,  in  the  Bible,  did  lead 
him  to  reject  the  New  Tt:sr.ament  and  its  authors,  yet  he  very  piously  believed, 
like  Mahomet,  in  the  unity  of  God,  and  received  a small  portion  of  the  Old 
Testament.  “Sam”  was  a good  author  j be  wrote  pamphlets,  in  which  he 
“denied  that  Christ  made  an  intoxicating:  wine,  and  if  he  did,  he  w'as  no  Sa- 
viour for  him.”  And  he  had  the  charity  to  believe,  that  “ if  Christ  had  known 
the  misery  he  brought  on  the  world  by  making  an  intoxicating  liquor,  be  never 
would  have  made  it.”  Sam’s  doctrines  in  the  Church  in  which  he  was  first 
brought  up,  had  prepared  him  for  any  emergency  in  the  State.  But  no  man  was 
more  tolerant  or  more  opposed  to  retaliation.  He  was  perfectly  willing  that 
every  man  should  think  fb-r  himself  in  matters  of  religion.  That  all  religious 
sects  and  denominations  of  profes.sing  christain.s,  should  have  their  own  ways  of 
thinking  and  modes  of  worship  ; that  “ every  one  should  be  fully  persuaded 
in  his  own  mind,”  was  “ Sam’s”  motto  written  on  his  forehead — a living  epis- 
tle to  be  read  of  all  men,  whatever  he  might  have  kept  behind.  He  read  with 
horror,  and  tears  in  his  eyes,  how'  they  used  to  fry  men,  for  thinking,  on  grid- 
irong,  and  drive  them  out  of  tlie  country  just  for  opinion  sake.  Sam,  although 
not  a Presbyterian,  Bapti-t,  Methodist,  Episcopalian,  or  Homan  Catholic,  bur. 
of  the  Know  Nothing  per.-uasion,  yet  he  loved  ail,  and  was  all  things  to  ail 
men,  perad venture,  he  might  win  some.  He  held  that  wheu  in  Home,  (where 
lie  often  went,)  we  mu^it  do  a.s  Rome  does.  ’He  had  lately  joined  the  Know 
Nothing  church,  and  was  a consistent  member  to  the  day  of  his  death.  Be 
possessed  a zeal  for  God,  exactly  accordiniz  to  Know  Nothlngism.  He  was  a 
great  Protestant.  He  prote.<ted  against  all  party  spirit  and  sectarianism  ia 
Church  and  State,  but  his  own  “American  party.”  He  “.set  aside  all  partie-s 
for  the  time  at  least,”  (Ihvs.  Critic)  except  the  Know-Nothing  party.  11 
beautifully  con.'isteiit  was  “Sam!”  Sain  was  a great  Patriot.  He  -o  ho. c. 
bis  country,  that  he  caih'd  him.self  American,”  “National  IlepubiicaD,” 
“ Star  Spangled  Banner,”  lVc.:  fdlowing  the  example  cf  the  good  old  B-'Uini'i 
fathers  who  called  thcimselves  the  opposite  of  what  they  were — Pius,  Clement, 
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(mild)  Innocent,  Felix,  (hcippj)  Celestine,  (Heavenly,)  &c.  Sam”  was  mot 
only  exceedingly  exemplary  in  his  own  conduct  and  convei  sation,  but  he  brought 
up  his  children  in  the  way  they  should  go,  and  they  never  lived  to  be  old  enough 
to  depart  from  it.  “ Sam  kept  a family  Eecord  in  his  Bible  where  he  recorded 
all  the  births  of  his  children.  It  is  true  he  omitted  the  deaths,  but  this  is  ex- 
cusable, as  his  feelings  \vere  so  tender,  he  couldn’t  think  on  the  subject.  At 
his  death,  Sam’^  had  72,000  children  in  Virginia,  besides  grand  children. — 
They  were  as  the  stars  of  Heaven  in  multitude.  He  had  been  promised  a nu- 
merous seed.  It  was  said  in  “ Sam”  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  should  be 
blessed,”  and  he  should  live  forever.  Tha  American  parly  involve the  ocer^ 
throw  of  every  other  pjariy^  Democracy  has  lived  U>0  years;  icill 

swallow  Democracy  and  live  forever^'''  is  the  language  of  the  prophet  of  Ken- 
tucky. , . 

Sam  was  born  in  2Iassachusetts,  of  royal  parentage,  and  was  descended  in 
a direct  line  from  a British  Whicr  family.  His  ancestors  emigrated  from  Eng- 
land to  America  before  the  revolutionary  war.  After  the  war,  “ British  Whig” 
Sam,  died,  and  left  an  only  son,  ‘‘  Federal”  Sam  — a respectaolc  honest  man, 
but  of  bad  principles — he  became  odious  by  his  conriectiou  with  the  Ada.ms 
family  in  3Iassachusetts.  Federal  Sim  died,  and  left  an  only  son,  Akhig 
Sam.  He  died  and  left  an  only  .son.  National  Kepublicaii  Sam.  He  died,  and 
left  an  only  son,  Whicr  Sara”  or  “ Sam  Pure’^  again,  named  after  his  grand 
father,  V\Hdg  Sam.  This  family  sepa?ated  from  the  Vv^hig  family  South,  and 

Sum”  muriied  an  abolition  lady  in  31assachusetts,  a relation  of  Adams,  Gree- 
ley, Seward,  "Wilson,  Ve. 

The  fruit  of  this  connection,  was  Know-Nothing  or  American  ‘'‘'Sam.”  So 
that  Know  Nothing  Sam  was  an  atoliticnist  on  the  maternal  sicle,  and  on  the 
paternal  a Vv  hig.  Now  this  is  the  genealogy  of  “ Sam.”  Britis'i  W big  Sam 
begat  Federal  Sam.  Federal  Sam  begat  Whig  Sam  again.  WTiig  Sam  begat 
National  Ftepublicau  Sam.  National  llepublica-n  Sara  begat  Know  Nothing 
Sam.'  And  all  the  generations  of  Sam,  from  British  WHiig  Sam  to  Know 
Nothing  Sam,  are  live  generations.  And  the  days  of  the  years  of  Sam  are 
about  three-score  years  and  ten  ; and  if  by  reascii  of  strength  they  be  four- 
score years,  yet  is  their  strength,  labor  and  serrow  ; for  it  is  soon  cut  oft  and  VvC 
fly  away.  So  teach  ns  to  number  our  days,  that  we  may  apply  our  hearts  unto 
wisdom — may  all  the  Know  Nothings  pray. 

Sam  having  heard  through  the  Board  of  Domestic  hlissions,  (the  Grand 
Council,)  of  the  ignorance  and  superstitious  devotion  of  the  Heathen  in  ^ tr- 
ginia  to  the  Constituti.an,  his  soul  was  stiriod  within  him  ; for  he  saw  they  were 
wholly  given  to  idolatry.  He  determined  to  visit  that  desiicute  region,  on  a 
missioiiary  tour,  and  preach  to  them  the  gospel  of  Know  Nothingism — to  de- 
clare unto  them  the  unknown  (or  Know-Nothing)  God’^  wbiom  they  ignorant- 
ly worshipped  ; but  the  cliurate  proving  unfavorable  to  his  health,  he  died  in 
Virginia,  May  24th,  1855. 

V\  hile  on  thi.s  mis.^ion  South,  American  S un  married  a bliss  Kncu.v-N othing, 
bis  first  cousin,  for  he  had  relations  in  Virginia,  both  on  the  mother’s  and  tatii- 
er’s  side,  who  had  settled  in  that  State  bef  -re,  and  in  other  States.  This  mar- 
riage united  the  Know  Nothing  family  Nortli,  with  the  Know  Nothing  family 
South.  But  this  match  was  opposed  by  the  most  respectable  portimj  of  the 
Vv'hig  family  South,  W’ho,  about  the  time  of  “ Sam’s”  death,  m.irried  into  the 
Democratic  family.  bVe  may  observe  here,  that  although  Sam  claims  kiU  with 
the  ashington,  Jeflerson,  bladison  and  Jackson  family,  they  are  not  l/;''od  re- 
lations. He  tries  to  trace  his  pedigree  to  those  families,  (to  get  otnee.)  Al- 
though he  dogs  v'irginia  for  her  family  pride. — Sam’s  amiable  con.iOit,  is  now 
in  desolate  widowhood.  She  is  advised  to  marry  again,  as  .soon  as  it  is  decent, 
as  Sam  left  his  matters  in  a bu'l  condition  and  she  needs  funds.  She  is  already 
beg'uning  to  wax  wanton  and  will  marry.  They  say  that  the  Know  Nothing 
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cburch  ought  cot  to  be  burtliened  with,  the  support  of  such.  But  tbe  yoiiiv'rr 
widows  refuse  ; (^that  is  to  take  on  tbe  charity  of  tbe  Church)  for  whpii  they 
have  begun  to  wax  wanton,  they  will  marry  ; having  condemnation  because 
they  have  cast  off  their  first  faith.  xVnd  with  all  this  they  learn  to  be  idle, 
wandering  about  from  North  to  South,  and  not  only  idle,  but  t.attlers  also,  and 
husy-bodies  in  other  men’s  matters,  speaking  things  which  they  ought  not.  [ 
will,  therefore,  (says  the  Grand  Council)  that  the  young  women  mairy  and 
hear  children.”  Sam’s  widow  needs  not  the  slightest  encouragement  on  thi.s 
score,  for  it  is  reported  that  she  was  discovere  .1  recently  ogling  a young  Pemo- 
cratic  gentleman  of  the  Know  Nothing  family  at  the  funeral  who  owned  ne- 
groes III  , 

Sam  and  his  wife,  it  is  well  known,  married  each  other  for  money,  at  first,  or 
for  ‘GjuilLs,”  as  they  say.  But,  alas  ! they  were  both  deceived,  deceivimr  and 
being  deceived;”  and  when  they  came  together,  they  found  each  other  perfectly 
featherless  ! I ! Love  had  jumped  o.ut  of  the  window,  and  they  had  commenced 
C|uarreiing,  and  if  Death  had  not  parted  them,  they  would  have  soon  parted 
themselves.  As  a Had  Nothing  had  married  a Know  Nothing,  the  public 
thought  it  was  a first  rate  match  at  first,  and  tbe  conjugal  knot  for  brevity  was 
written  thus,  Off” 

The  widow  Know  Nothing  declares  now,  that  she  is  determined  never  to 
marry  a man  for  office  again:  it  is  too  perishable  a property — she  tneans  to 
marry  next  time  for  ‘‘■'darkeys.”  This  will  please  tbe  public  and  all  parties 
south.  She  will  nevt-r  be  caught  running  off  secretly  again  with  a man,  but 
means  to  stand  boldly  before  the  parson  and  be  married  publicly  in  the  Church, 
in  tbe  day  time,  and  will  be  choice  and  exclusive  in  nothing  but  inviting  per- 
sons CO  the  wedding,  or  the  banquet.  She  is  said  to  be  gone  North  now,  look- 
ing out,  a remarkable  gay  widow — it  is  thought  that  she  puts_  cut  the  idea, 
however,  of  marrying  fi.m  negroes,  merely  to  marry,  and  really  dislikes  negro 
property,  (as  she  is  a Northern  lady,)  and  as  soon  as  she  is  married,  will  go 
Nartli  and  settle  in  a Lee  State.  We  understand  that  such  a match  is  about 
being  made  up  now,  by  some  of  the  family  in  Philadelphia.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  widow  Know  Nothing  is  putting  on  the  most  coquotish  airs  imagirrable, 
even  in  the  rhnreh,  wbiidi  she  enters  with  a lofty  head  and  a most  significant 
wuaddle.  But  the  Dcmocnicy,  because  the  widow  of  Sam  is  haughty  and  walks 
W’ith  a stretched-forth  neck  aod  wanton  eyes,  walking  anrl  niincing  as  she  'joes, 
and  making  a tinhliDg  with  her  feet;  therefore,  the  Democracy  will  smite^witli 
a scar  the  crown  (the  Grand  Council)  of  her  head  and  discover  her  secrets  ; in 
that  da}’,  will  take  away  the  bravery  of  her  tinkliug  ornaments  about  her  feet, 
and  her  curls  and  her  round  ties  like  the  moon  ; the  chains,  and  the  bracelets, 
and  the  muffles;  the  buanets  and  the  ornaments  of  the  lejs,  and  tbe  head- 
bands  and  the  tabets  -and  the  ear  rings  ; the  rings  and  nose  jewels  ; the  chan- 
geable suits  of  app-arel,  and  the  mantles,  and  the  crimples  and  the  crisping-pim'. 
the  glasses  and  the  fine  linen,  and  the  hoods  ami  tbe  veils.  And  it  shall 
to  pass  that  instead  ot  a .sweet  smtll,  there  shall  be  a stink  ; and  instead  «>f  a 
girdle,  a rent;  and  instead  of  well-set  hair,  baldnes- ; and  instead  of  a stoma- 
cher, a girding  of  sackcloth;  ami  burning  instead  of  beautv.  AVhereforc,  h't 
us  Democrats  walk  honestly  as  lu  the  day,  not  in  rioting  and  drunkenness.  m>t 
in  chambering  and  wantonness,  not  in  strife  and  envying.  Let  us,  th'.-rvf  >rc. 
cast  off  the  works  of  do,rknes5.  For  when  they  speak  great  swelling  w-  rds  ' 
vanity  (“American  Nationality,”  Protestant  civiiiVaaiioiv’’  “ National  Lumu,’' 
“National  Hopublic  >ii,”  “Grand  President,”  “Grand  Council,”  “ Anifri-m 
Iffatturm,”)  they  allure  tnro'nrh  the  lu'-ts  of  fi.csh  (for  oifice)  tbroujli 
wantoaness,  those  that  were  ca-rui  escaped  from  them,  who  live  in  error:  a c.nc 
they  promise  (the  slaves)  liberty,  they  them.selves  are  the  servants  of  corrup- 
tion. ■ But  we  warn  the  Domocratic  firnily  of  the  mouth  of  this  “ strang.'  w .- 
man,”  which  is  as  a “uL.cp>  pit/’  or  a “ culvert.”  Listen  to  the  counsel  oi  the 
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Wise  man  “My  son  attend  unta  my  wisdom  and  bow  thine  ear  to  niino 
uiidcn-^tandino: ; 2.  That  thou  mayest  re^i,yud  discretion,  and  that  thy  lips  may 
beep  knowledge;  3.  For  the  lips  of  a strange  woman  drop  as  honey-comb,  and 
her  mouth  is  smoother  than  oil ; but  her  end  is  bitter  <as  wormwood  and  sharp 
as  a two-edged  sword  ; her  feet  go  down  to  death  ; her  steps  take  hold  on  Hell  ; 
lest  thou  should  ponder  the  path  of  life,  her  ways  are  movable  that  thou  canst 
not  know  them.  Hear  me  now,  0 ye  ebildren,  depart  not  from  the  v;ord  of  my 
mouth ; remove  thy  way  far  iVom  her^  come  not  nigh  the  door  of  her  Lodged^ 
Her  ways  are  moveable  III" 

Sam  was  decently  interred,  at  the  Polls  in  Virginia,  where  he  died  ; and  many 
of  the  Democratic  family  attended  the  funeral  and  assisted  at  the  burial.  His 
obsequies  were  conducted  with  all  the  honor  and  solemnity  due  to  his  cliaracter 
and  station.  The  funeral  sermon  vvas  preached  by  a minister  of  the  Know 
Nothing  denomination;  and  the  text  w’as  taken  from  Job  3,  3.  Let  the  day 
perish  wherein  I was  born,  and  the  night  it  is  said  there  is  a man  child  conceived, 
(with  the  following  inclusive;)  11.  Why  died  I not  from  my  mother’s  womb? 
13.  For  now  should  I have  lain  still  and  be  quiet,  I should  have  slept  ; then 
had  I been  at  rest.  Id.  With  Kings  and  Counsellors  of  the  earth,  which  have 
built  destitute  places  for  iliemselves.  16.  Or,  as  a hidden  untimely  birth,  I 
had  not  been;  as  inKnts  which  never  sav/  light.  6,  5.  Doth  the  wild  ass  bray 
when  he  hath  grass?  or  loweth  the  ox  over  his  fodder?  My  brethren  have 
dealt  deceitfully  as  a brook,  and  as  a stream  of  brooks  they  pass  away.  17. 
What  time  they  wax  warm  they  vanish.  18.  The  paths  of  their  way  are  turned 
aside  ; they  go  to  “ nothimT’  and  perish. 

17.5.,  But  as  you  for  all,  do  ye  return  and  come  now:  for  I cannot  find  one 
“ Wi.-e  man”  among  you.  19.15.  They  that  dwell  in  my  house  count  me  for 
a stranger  : I am  an  outcast  in  their  sight.  ,19.  All  my  inward  friends  abhor 
me;  and  they  whom  I love  baye  turned  against  me.  20.4.  Knowest  not  thou 
this  of  old,  since  m'an  was  placed  upon  the  earth?  5.  That  the  trlumpiiing  of 
the  wicked  is  short,  and  the  joy  of  the  hypocrite  but  for-a  moment.  15.  lie 
hath  stvallowed  riches,  and  he  shall  yomit  them  up  again.  God  shall  cast  them 
out  of  his  belly;  19.  Because  he  hath  oppressed  and  hath  forsaken  the  poor;' 
20.  Surely,  she  shall  not  be  quiet  in  his  belly.  21.  Thera  shall  none  of  his 
meats  be  left.  23.  When  he  is  about  to  £11  his  belly,  God  shall  cast  the  fury 
of  his  wrath  upon  him,  and  shall  rain  it  upon  him  while  he  is  eating.  27. 
This  is  the  portion  of  a wicked  man  and  the  heritage  of  oppressors.  15.  Those 
that  remain  of  him  shall  be  buritd  in  death,  and  his  widow  shall  not  weep. 
29.2.  0 that  I were  as  in  months  passed  ; 30.9.  But  now  I am  their  song  ; 
yea,  I am  a by-word  (‘-  Sam”)  to  them  : They  abhor  me,  they  See  from  me. 

With  many  words  did  the  preacher  exhort  the  residue  of  Sam”  to  work  out 
their  salvation  with  fears  and  trembling,  ki^owing  that  the  Grand  Council 
“ worked:”  in  them  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good  pleasure  ; to  make  their 
culling  and  electien  r-^ure  in  1856.  He  encouraged  the  family  with  the  hope  of 
the  Insurrection  of  ifain.  Our  “ Gnat,”  said  he,  was  Clay  born,  and  the  Dem- 
ocratic decree  had  gone  forth,  to  dust  he  shouid  return,  yet  he  shall  resurrect. 
As  to  brother  Fhmrnoy,  there  was  Stan- Hope  in  liis  inme,  and  there  should  be 


hoi 


in  his  death,  that  it  was  needful  that  Sam  should  nut  off  this  vile 


body,  that  he  might  come  forth  with  a more  glorious  body  and  name.  He 
predicted  a miHeQiiiuin  iu  1856,  when  “'all  parties,”  ami  the  Devil  of  Democ- 
racy bhould  be  chained  ; thousaml  yea r^,  mid  Flnow  Nothingism  ' have  free 
scope  find  be  ghyrilied.”  ‘ Sam  should  swallow  Democracy  and  live  forever.” 
Thi  -e  services  were  intr-viaced  by  singing,  “ Hark  from  the  tombs,”  ‘which 
vras  chaiiiod  with  awful  .'olemnity  ; the  whole  ■congregati'’''r of  Kuow  Nothings 
were  in  tears.  The  second  bymiq  was  the  llesurrectiou  Hymn,  and  raised  by 
“ our  brother  Nat  Claiborne 
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And  must  this  body  die, 

This  feeble  frame  decay, 

And  must  these  active  limbs  of  mine 
Lie  mouldering  in  the  Clay  V’ 

Arrayed  in  glorious  grace, 

Shall  these  vile  bodies  shine. 

And  every  shape  and  every  face 
Look  heavenly  and  divine. 

Then  came  the  third  hymn,  raised  by  father  Beale  : 

On  Jordan’s  stormy  banks  I stand, 

t And  cast  a wishful  eye, 

To  Canaan’s  fair  and  happy  land,  ^ , 

Where  my  possessions  lie.  _ ^ 

3 

Services  closed  by  singing  S.  M.  Boxology,  and  the  benediction  was  pro- 
nounced : 

Give  Federal  “ Sam”  the  praise, 

Give  glory  to  his  son, 

And  to  the  child)  en  of  his  grace 
' Ee  equal  honor  done. 

■'  The  congregation  was  then  dismissed. 

/ 

What  rendered  the  services  peculiarly  interesting,  was,  Brother  Tazewell, 
who  had  arrived  to  a state  of  assurance  and  had  not  doubted  of  bis  election  ior 
some  time,  struck  up  in  some  distant  corner  of  the  church  : 

When  I can  ren.d  iny  title  clear,  ^ 

To  viansions  in  the  skies. 

I’ll  bid  farewell  to  every  fear, 

And  -wipe  my  weeping  eyes. 

The  whole  congregatinn  chimed  in  and  sung  with  great  auimation  at  the  pros- 
pect of  the  revival  of  vSam. 

The  deceased  left  a will,  in  which,  after  distributing  offices  among  all  his 
children,  he  left  the  residue  of  Ids  estate  to  his  widow  Know  Nothing  dowager. 

This  will  was  made  before  his  death,  (as  ho  was  in  bad  health)  and  never 
altered.  In  a codicil  to  tlie  will,  he  expressed  a wish,  that  if  his  widow  had  a 
child,  (which  was  expected)  that,  after  her  death,  her  property  should  go  to  it, 
and  if  it  died  under  age,  it;  should  revert  to  the  Whig  family.  Messrs.  Flour- 
noy, Beale,  Patton,  Claiborne,  Taz'.uvell  and  Watkins  w'crc  appointed  executor.- 
in  Virginia,  by  tdae  “ G.^and’'  court.  They  have  just  wound  up  Sam’s  mutters, 
and  find  that  he  has  nothing  to  give,  and  a great  many  of  his  children  have  be^n 
taken  into  the  Democratic  family  for  support. 

In  the  meantime  the  widow  Know  Moihing  is  in  Philadelphia,  expecting 
every  day  to  have  a little  one  : and  speculation  is  rife  what  sort  of  a thing  it 
will  be.  Some  think  it  will  prove  an  abortion,  others  premature  and  it  won  t 
live.  Some  think  it  will  ho  black,  others  think  it  will  be  mulatto.  Some  think 
it  will  be  white  on  ouo  side  of  Its  face,  and  black  on  the  ether  ; and  that  it  wi:I 
turn  one  side  or  tdae  otlu  r Xorth,  or  South,  as  it  suits.  Some  think  she  wio 
have  twins  ditfering  in  some  partic.ulars,  but  alike  lu  the  main,  enough  to  sln.-’y 
that  they  are  old  Sam’s  children.  They  are  now  disputing  about  the  na:ne. 
They  are  trying  to  pick  out  a very  popular  name,  as  the  old  lady  say.':,  timy 
mean  to  make  him  ITesidcnt  after  a while^  if  bo  lives  to  be  grown.  They 
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lie  must  not  liave  any  double  name  ; but  National”  Sam,  x\merican”  Sam, 
Protestant  Republican”  Sam,  or  some  “Grand”  general  name,  that  will  give 
Sam  a free  pass  tbioughout  the  United  States.  I think  they  will  call  him  after 
his  grand-father,  “ National”  Republican  Sam.  Sam  will  beget  a son  in  bis 
own  likeness. 

ROxVNOKE. 


[From  the  Petersburg  South  Side  Democrat.] 

LETTER  PR03I  MR.  WISE. 


We  publish  the  following  interesting  correspondence  between  3Irf  Mdse  and 
the  committee  appointed  at  a late  meeting  of  the  Petersburg  democracy,  to  in- 
vite him  to  a barbecue  to  be  given  in  this  city  at  such  day  as  he  might  desig- 
nate. 

[CORRESPONDENCE,] 

Petersburg,  Virginia,  May  31st,  1855. 

Sir; — At  a meeting  of  the  Democracy  of  Petersburg  on  the  30th  inst.,  we 
were  appointed  a committee  to  invite  you  to  an  old  fashioned  Virginia  barbe- 
cue, to  be  given  on  such  day  as  you. may  appoint.  It  is  with  the  greatest  satis- 
faction that  we  now  perform  the  duty.  Your  inappreciable  services  in  the  re- 
cent canvass  have  inspired  the  democracy  of  this  city,  and  the  adjoining  coun- 
try, with  an  earnest  desire  to  see  you,  and  to  extend  to  you  their  thanks  for 
your  eminent  services  and  gallant  bearing  during  the  contest,  and  their  earnest* 
congratulations  at  the  signal  success  that  has  attended  them. 

The  importance  to  free  government  of  the  principles  involved  in  the  late 
election,  and  their  triumphant  assertion,  demands  something  more  than  an  ordi- 
nary celebration  of  the  event. 

The  Democracy  of  the  Cockade  City,  the  only  Democratic  city  in  the  Com- 
inonw'ealth,  are  proud  of  their  right  to  be  the  first  to  entertain  as  their  guest 
their  distinguished  and  gallant  leader. 

Permit  us  to  conclude  by  expressing  to  you,  as  individuals,  our  high  admira- 
tion of,  and  regard  for  your  private  as  well  as  your  public  virtues,  and  the  hope 
that  you  will  find  it  compatible,  not  merely  with  your  feelings  and  wishes,  but 
with  your  coDvenience  also,  to  comply  with  the  request  of  a portion  of  your 
friends  and  constituents. 

Very  respectfully, 


K.  K.  Meade, 
Ik  L.  Rives, 


J.  J.  Thweatt, 


Thomas  WalixAce, 

B.  B.  Vaughan, 

Committee. 


[repla'.] 


Onancock,  Virginia,  June  9tb,  1855. 

Gentlemen  : — In  reply  to  yours  of  the  31st  ult.,  I beg  you  to  present  to  the 
Democracy  of  Petersburg  my  most  sraceful  thanks.  May  Heaven  forever  bless 
the  Cockade  City  and  the  South  Siue  counties  aroun<i  her,  for  doing  their  full 
part  in  defending  the  faith  and  the  altars  of  Virginia.  There  is  no  section 
whose  people  I would  be  prouder  to  greet,  none  whose  good  opinions  I am  more 
desirous  to  deserve.  Petersburg  is  with  the  country  and  the  country  ia  with 
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her.  Her  name,  her  honor,  her  interests,  shall  he  enshrined  hy  the  Democraey 
— that  steadfast,  homestead  Demoerac}’’ of  Virginia,  which  is  too  intelligent, 
too  conscientious,  and  has  too  much  at  stake  not  to  be  conservative.  But,  gen- 
tlemen, however  grateful  1 feel  to  you,  you  must  allow  me  the  indulgence  of 
remaining  rjuietly  at  home.  1 woultl  have  sacrificed  much  more  than  I <lid  iu 
the  late  canvass  to  prevent  defeat  under  my  lead,  but  I assure  you  the  labors  I 
underwent  nearly  cost  me  my  life.  I was  absent  nearly  five  months  from  luy 
children  and  Mrs.  "Wise,  whose  health  nov/  rerjuires  my  constant  nursing.  Mv 
domestic  atfuirs  too,  need  every  every  moment  of  my  time  until  I must  leave 
for  Klchmond.  I therefore  decline  no  less  than_ three  such  invitations  as  yours 
b}"  this  mail.  If  I accept  one,  I must  all,  and  I cannot  accept  any  without 
great  inconvenience.  ]>ut  let  me  say  to  you,  that  I hope  our  friends  will  seize 
the  moment  to  strengthen  the  Democratic  cause.  Events  are,  coming,  you  may 
relv  on  it,  for  which  we  ouuiit  to  be  prepared.  How  ? As  early  as  is  prudent 
reorganize,  by  ha.ving  a conference  of  our  friends  throught  the  State. 

I am,  faithfully  yours, 

HENBY  A.  YvMSE. 

To  H.  K,  Meade,  Thomas  Yfaliace,  Francis  E.  Rives,  B.  B.  Yaughan,  J.  J. 
Thweatt,  Esqrs. 


From  the  Enquirer. 

* LETTER  FROM  HENRY  A.  WISE. 


Yfe  copy  from  the  last  Elizabeth  City  (N.  C.)  Democratic  Poineer,  the  fol- 
lowing eloquent  letter,  addressed  by  the  Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise  to  the  Committees 
of  Gates  and  other  counties,  who  had  invited  him  to  address  the  people  at 
Gatesville  during  the  late  campaign.  The  Pioneer  says:  We  publish  in 

another  column  a letter  from  the  Hon.  Henry  A.  ^Vise,  in  reply  to  an  invita- 
tion to  attend  the  late  Democratic  Mass  Meeting  near  Gatesville.  ^Ve  regret 
exceedingly  that  the  gentleman  who  received  it  failed  to  place  it  in  our  hands 
at  an  earlier  day.  But,  th-ugh  the  occa-:ioii  is  past,  which  called  it  forth  it 
loses  none  of  its  interest  thereby.  It  is  characteristic  of  its  author — bold,  able 
and  withering.  It  gives  a passing  notice  to  those  Know  Nothing  emissaries 
v/ho  went  to  Virginia  to  electioneer  during  the  recent  canvass  therC;  and  ex- 
presses  the  earnest  wish  of  the  author  for  an  opporUinity  to  scourge  them  at 
their  own  doors  in  return.  But  the  whole  letter  is  full  of  interest.  Read  it, 
and  if  any  regret  i.s  felt  after  rising  from  its  perusal,  it  will  be  that  you  di;I  not 
have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  its  distinguished  author  scouriie’’  Know 
Nothingism  on  the  stump.’’ 


James  C.  Skinner,  Esq.  : 


Only,  (Near  Onancock,)  Ya.,.) 
July  1st,  1855,  I 


Dear  Sir: — I have  delayed  a reply  to  yours  of  the  18th  nit.,  in  order  to  try 
to  make  arrangements  to  accept  the  kind  and  pressing  invitation  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  <jrato.=<,  Perquimans,  1 ‘asquotank,  Chowan,  and  Currituck,  in  North 
Carolina,  to  participate  witli  thmu  in  a Democratic  Mass  fdcefi’.ig  t.)  be  held  it 
the  county  of  Gate-s,  sumerimo  between  the  loth  of  duly  and  the  1st  of  Au- 
gust next,  the  precise  day  to  be  fixed  by  my  appointment.  I have  the  stronc:es ‘ 
de.sirc  to  meet  your  Democracy,  it  holds  the  brighter  than  golden  links  which 
bind  the  two  elder  sister  States  of  the  South,  North  Carolina  and  Virginia 
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togetifor.  Those  links  are  of  our  earliest  history,  of  our  revolution  for  indcr 
pciMlence,  of  our  past  political  struggles  for  republican  freedom,  of  common 
sacritices  and  co-operation  in  the  past  and  of  comiiioa  Lopes  for  the  future.  The 
Federal  party  of  old  and  the  Fanatical  party  of  tlie  present  day  (the  last  is 
worse  than  the  first,)  never  tried  and  never  tended  to  unite  tb.em^eb, es  with  the 
Southern  States,  or  partie.s  or  men.  but  rather  ^Yith  Northern.  Whenever  Pe- 
inocracy  has  been  dominant  in  North  Carolina,  that  State  has  always  been 
united  wdth  Yirginia,  which  has  always  been  Democratic;  and  whenever  either 
Federalism  or  Fanaticism  has  prevailed  there,  Yirginia  and  North  Carolina  have 
been  divided  from  each  other,  both  in  councils  and  in  action.  I would  gladly 
see  them  inseparable — inseparable  as  IMacon  was,  from.  Jefferson  and  Madison. 
Our  fathers  were  as  Jonathans  and  Davids  to  each  otlier,  and  I would  have 
their  children  so  united  as  to  preserve  the  union  of  all,  North  and  South,  by 
their  inseparable  union  with  each  other  1 No,  not  for  seifi.sh,  or  sectional  ends 
would.  I bind  them  together,  but  for  -national,  constitutional,  State  rights, 
Union  abiding  ends,  I would  have  them  so  solid  a phalanx  of  freedom  standing 
side  by  side  and  sustained  by  all  their  sisters  of  the  conservative  school,  that  no 
influcuce,  no  shad  be  able  to  assail  or  destroy  the  institudons  of  our 

confederacy.  Those  institutions,  State  an  i Federal,  have  been  sorely  and  in- 
sidiously invaded  of  late.  The  invaders  were  daring  enough  to  touch  the  sacred 
soil  of  this  blessed  mother  Commonwealth.  They  mustered  emissaries  from 
every  ([uarter — from  abroad,  from  Exeter  Hall  in  old  England,  from  Canada, 
from  New  England,  Dom  Incw  York,  Fennsvlvariia,  Ohio,  Tennessee;  and  I 
regret  especially  to  be  compelled  to  admit  that  some  of  the  most  venomous, 
desperate,  most  unscrupulous  and  audacious  came  here  from  the  South  of  us — 
from  North  Carolina — to  corrupt  the  popular  mind,  to  instil  poison  and  sow 
Dragon’s  teeth  among  us.  They  dared  not  intermeddle  in  cur  canvass  publiclv, 
on  the  “ stump,”  in  debate,  before  the  people,  but  they  skulked  to  secret  con- 
claves, and  by  the  ligltt  of  “ dark  lanterns”  which  burnt  a gloom,”  they  im- 
plored our  voters  to  save  them  and  their  plots  of  mischief  from  exposure  and 
explosion.  They  urged  in  their  agony  of  midnight  harangues  that  the  battle 
was  with  them  for  life  or  death — that  if  they  did  not  succeed  they  would,  sink 
down  to  lower  depths  of  infamy — that  if  victory  did  not  crown  their  conspiracy 
they  would  be  di>honored  and  disgraced,  would  be  a by-word  and  a reproach, 
politically  forever!  They  cowered  before  the  lance  of  Democracy  in  Yirginia, 
and  the  aionstrois  trees en  was  here  hurled  to  its  despair.  A Paademouiani 
has  lately  been  held  in  Philadelphia,  and  there  it  was  plainly  proved  that  not 
the  worst  enemies  of  the  South  were  from  the  North.  The  Sams  of  Yirginia 
and  North  Carolina  were  no  less  traitorous  to  our  Constitution  and  laws,  Fede- 
ral Union  and  State  Fights,  and  homes  and  altars  than  were  the  -priti^feraft 
party  of  the  North,  who  would  not  seemingly  keep  them  company  or  abide  their 
councils.  To  expose  these  Southern  emissaries  in  your  midst,  I would  like,  at 
their  own  doors,  tO  scourge  them  for  their  nightly  prowling  about  our  doors  in 
the  late  \hrginia  canvas.s.  Put  these  would  be  the  least  of  my  aims  in  attend- 
ing your  District  IMass  Meeting.  I would  be  glad  to  implore  y ou  in  person  to 
be  true  to  the  faith  of  the  Fathers  of  this  Republic;  to  protect  the  fames  of 
our  Protestant  churche.s;  to  forbi<l  the  bans  between  Church  an.l  State,  which  a 
subtle  and  wily  priestcraft  is  contriving  under  the  false  cry  of  proscribing  pope- 
ry; to  fight  on  and  fight  ever  to  have  this  land  continue  forever  to  be  the 
“ laud  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave  ;”  to  contend  for  Constitutions  and 
Dills  of  Fights,  and  Sta»-utes  to  reign  over  us,  and  not  to  subject  us  ffs  the 
higher  law  of  a secret  oligarchy,  worse  than  that  of  any  German  Gchime  Ge- 
rient ! — to  free  us  from  the  duga*'“r  and  the  cord'"'  of  political  as-a.-i.Jn a ti^:.n  ! — 
to  preserve  the  dignity*  and  individuality  and  independence  of  voter.s  at  the 
polU  ! — to  save  the  laws  from  a con-piracy  acrainst  tlicir  operation  ! — to  save  the 
South  from  an  Old  England  and  New  England  combination,  which  vrould  shave 
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the  American  Samson  of  liis  strength,  knowing  that  cotton  is  his  hair,  ah-J  that 
cotton  cannot  be  cultivated  but  by  African  slave  labor  in  the  land  of  the  lai^oou 
and  the  alligator,  and  which  is,  therefore,  now  striving  to  abolish  African 
slavery  in  the  South,  or  to  dissolve  the  blessed  union  of  these  United  States 
now  so  strong,  their  power  to  pull  the  cotton  string,  that  they  need  no  stand- 
ing army,  no  navy,  no  tax  for  either,  whilst  all  the  world  besides  is  necessarily 
armed  and  taxed  for  the  cost  of  war  I This  is  not  half,  this  is  not  a begiuninix 
of  what  I would  discourse  you  and  all,  A^orth  and  South,  about  in  these  stran2e 
times,  when  old  things  seem  to  be  passing  away  and  all  things  seem  to  be 
coming  new.  I would  go  back  to  the  old.  I would  recur  to  fundamental  princi- 
ples,to  the  teachings  of  the  Kevoluticn,  to  the  faith  of  the  fathers,  to  the 
religion  of  the  simpler  and  purer  times  of  the  ilepublie.  liut  I can’t  by  pen 
or  by  word,  or  in  public  meeting  any  where,  for  a long  time  to  come,  I fear,  in- 
dulge the  wish  to  enlarge  upon  and  illustrate  and  inculcate  these  themes.  1 
wnsh  you  would  rise  to  their  full  height.  Organize,  assemble,  be  watchful  and 
be  prepared  to  meet  the  enemy  whenever  and  however  he  approaches.  I regret 
I cannot  venture  to  aecent  your  invitation,  but  1 will  always  be  found  doing 
what  I can,  wherever  I may  bo  placed,  to  further  the  patriotic  ends — the  coun- 
try’s ends  you  aim  at  with  me. 

I beg  you  to  assure  your  committee  of  my  profoundest  acknowledgment,  and 
to  accept  for  them  and  yourself  individually  my  sincere  thanks,  and  believe 
me. 

Yours  in  the  bonds  and  brotherhood  of  a sound  and  conservative  Democracy. 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 


MR.  WISE  AND  THE  NEVr  YORK  HARDS  AND  SOFTS. 

The  following  letter,  addressed  by  3Tr.  Wise  to  a'friend,  has  been  handed  to 
U3  for  publication.  As  it  is  an  explanation,’ by  3Ir.  Wise,  of  the  letter  which 
he  addressed  to  ‘‘The  You.ng  Men’s  Democratic  Union  Club  of  the  City  of  New 
York,”  and  which  has  been  the  subject  of  very  extensive  criticism  by  journals 
in  and  out  of  Virginia,  we  cannot  in  justice  to  him  refuse  the  request  that  it 
bo  hiid  before  our  reaiers.  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  sentiinents  contained 
in  this  letter  very  nearly  corresnond  with  those  in  an  editorial  upon  the  same 
subject  which  appeared  in  the  I'nqulrer  some  days  since  ; 

Only,  near  Onancock,  Virginia, 
July  30 th,  1855. 

My  Dear  Sir  : — Yours  of  the  ‘24tli  lost.,  calling  my  attention  to  an  editoria! 
of  the  Richmond  Examiner  of  that  day,  be.ided  “ The  Ncio  York.  IlfrnJd  ao.vl 
ourselves  ago.iii — Gov.  ths/’  (tiol  thr-  /’  iren  Democracj/  was  not  received 
until  yesterday,  it  was  mlsscnt  to  Old  Point  Comfort,  and  I can’t  account  fw 
such  negligence  in  the  mails.  Fortunately,  this  morning,  for  the  hrst  time  since 
it  was  written,  I saw  my  letter  in  print,  to  which  this  editorial  refers.  I inclose 
it  to  you,  and  ask  for  its  repnhlication  iu  the  Enquirer,  in  order  that  every  fair- 
minded  person  may  judge  of  the  justice  of  the  Examiner  to  me, 

I was  addressed  by  nei':her  //i/rJs  nor  SYt-'^  from  New  York.  A most  patri- 
otic letter  cam?  to  me  t *003  ‘‘The  Young  Men’s  Domocraticl'niun  Club,”  <'f 
the  City  of  i/'cw  York,  cc  ygratulating  the  J)emocracy  of  Virginia  upon  their  re- 
cert  triumph  over  a common- enemy,  and  breathing  nothing  but  a greeting  sy:ii- 
paluy  wuth  our  success.  M as  I to  doubt  or  distrust  any  portion  of  our  fellow 
countrymen  who  thus  openly  committed  themselves  to  the  samt^^causc  wiin  oa?-- 
sches/  Was  I to  stop  and  enquire  ; — Tell  me  hrst,  gcn.tieincn,  are  you  Hards 
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or  Softs  ? I must  distinguish  between  you  in  my  reply. — Certainly,  such  a course 
of  response  would  have  been  unbecoming  and  ungracious.  Am),  if  they  had 
avowed  themselves  either  Hard  or  Soft,  was  it  not  enough  that  they  cordiall}' 
congratulated  the  result  of  the  Virginia  election  ? Would  not  that  of  itself 
show  the  current  and  direction  of  their  sentiments  and  sympathies;  and  would 
not  both  be  such  as  toe  could  approve  must  heartily  ? Jbat  whcii  you  see  that 
they  were  a Young  Weids  Club,  and  a Democratic  Union  Club,  aiming  to  pre- 
serve the  Union  of  tlie  States,  and  to  restore  the  union  of  the  factions  of  the 
party  in  their  own  State,  I ask,  was  it  for  me  to  meddle  in  any  local  and  per- 
sonal divisions  of  our  frietids  iu  a sister  State  ? No.  I addre.'ised  them,  as  you 
see,  hurriedly  and  hastily,  but  warmly  and  cordially  as  I would  address  them 
attain.  And  by  reading  the  letter  all  may  see  what  it  was  and  what  it  is  in 
which  I “cordially,  then,  with  all  my  heart  and  all  my  head”  united,  and  with 
whom  I united.  Again,  1 repeat,  that  my  “ heart  and  soul  are  witb  the  ‘ }'jun<j 
Men’s  Democratic  Union  Club'”  of  New  York,  in  their  patriotic  efforts  to  unite 
the  Democracy  in  their  State  and  everywhere,  again  on  the  National  platform 
of  ’51  and  ’52,  I vdll  know  no  Hards  and  no  Softs  in  Democracy.  All  are. 
Democrats,  or  they  are  not.  If  Democrats,  they  will  not  repudiate  the  sentiments 
of  my  letter;  and  if  Democrats,  they  will  not  foment  dissensions  in  the  Demo- 
cratic camp,  in  the  very  face  of ' Democracy’s  most  formidable  foe. 

I have  not  a word  of  comment  to  make  on  the  Examiner’s  article.  If  divi- 
sions must  come  amongst  us  in  Virginia,  they  shall  not  come  through  me:  and 
I say:  “ Woe  unto’  him  through  whom  they  shall  come  !”  The  public  is  wit- 
ness of  what  I have  borne  iu  silence  and  patience,  before  and  during  the  late 
canvass.  I mean  to  forbear  to  the  last  extremity,  to  promote  the  harmony  and 
to  unite  the  whole  strength  of  our  party  in  Virginia,  and  everywhere,  for  the 
defence  of  the  rights  of  the  hitaics  and  of  the  Union  of  the  estates for  the 
maintainonce  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Federal  Government;  for  tho 
muniments  of  individual  inalienable  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  States,  and  to 
prevent  the  Samson  of  Amerrca  from  being  shorn  of  a single  hair  of  his  strength 
by  the  treason  and  madness  which  would  “abolish  African  slavery  or  dissolve 
the  Union,”  under  the  lead  of  the  minions  and  money  of  a “Foreign  Influ- 
ence.” Certainly  the  Examiner  will  unite  in  these  ends.  You  are  welcome  to 
publish  this.  . \ 

YVurs,  hastily  but  truly, 

HENIIY  A.  WISE. 


We  submit  the  following  correspondence  to  our  readers  without  comment, 
feeling  assured  that  they  will  come  to  right  conclusions  iu  the  premises,  without 
any  aid  or  explanation  from  us  : 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Hon.  Henry  A.  TF/'se  : 

Sir  : — The  strictures  of  tlie  Richmond  Examiner  upon  your  letter  of  roplj 
to  the  invitation  of  the  “ Young  Men’s  Democratic  Pinion  Club,”  of  tl»is  city, 
to  address  them  upon  the  occasion  of  their  last  anniversary,  and  the  false  po.si- 
in  which  it  labors  to  place  you,  make  it  my  duty,  as  the  presiding  otlicer  of 
tiiat  jv-'.-'  clarion,  to  convey  to  you  in  a few  plain,  but  earnest  and  heartfelt  wonis, 
the  feelings  which  prompted  our  invitation,  and  the  scntimeiits  awakened  By 
your  reply. 

The  great  purpose  of  our  association,  ami  chief  article  of  its  constitution,  is 
the  union  of  the  Democratic  party.  To  this  end — as  essential  to  the  permanent 
28 
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and  linppy  union  of  the  States;  to  the  preservation  of  all  their  rights  as  sepa- 
rate and  (listinet  sovereignties,  co-ordinate  in  authority  and  dignity  ; and  to  ihe 
just  limitation  of  both  Stare  and  Federal  powers  within  the  boundaries  of  a 
strict  coustruetion  of  the  Constitution — fill  our  etTorts  are  directed.  On  that 
old  nemoeratie  basis  we  united  as  a political  association  in  1S5*2,  and  upon  that 
ba-is  wc  .>taiid,  and  expect  always  to  stand.  You  can  conceive,  therefore,  sir, 
the  rt'grct  with  which  we  saw  the  division  in  the  Democratic  party  of  this  State, 
and  the  painful  solicitude  with  which  vre  have  watched  its  development  in  sec- 
tional organization  and  divided  But  this  strange  and  novel  antagonism 

between  brethren  of  our  own  household  excited  in  us  no  other  feelings  than 
mirm^Ied  shame  and  sorrow  at  their  suicidal  folly,  and  a patient  determination  to 
stuiid  steadily  upon  the  high  vantage  ground  of  principles  preferred  by  both, 
and  await  the  moment  w'heu  better  councils  and  kinder  influences  should  re-unite 
them  against  the  common  enemy. 

Four  triumph  in  Virginia,  which  was  in  fact  the  triumph  of  our  own  old 
faith  over  the  Proteus  of  Whig  Abolitionism,  in  alliance  with  the  new  and  per- 
nicious heresy  of  Know  Kotbingism,  appeared  to  us  to  offer  the  very  point  ami 
occasion  of  re-union.  Every  Democrat,  of  every  faction,  professed  to  rejoice  in 
it.  (dur  joy.weis  unfeigned  ; and  we  were  glad  to  believe  the  sentiment  as  hon- 
est as  it  appeared  to  be  universal.  - Why,  then,  we  asked  ourselves,  should  not 
all,  claiming  to  be  Democrats,  join  in  the  exhibition  of  their  satisfaction  at  a 
result  so  honorable  to-  our  arms  ; and,  forgetting  the  mere  personal  and  sectional 
fjuarrels,  notoriously  engendered  by  low  umhition  and  thogiust  of  office,  seize 
the  auspicious  moment  and  heartily  co-operate  for  a common  good?  Had  they 
done  so,  your  victory  in  Virgi,aia  would  kave  been  but  the  initiative  in  a series 
of  brilliant  triumphs,  and  the  whole  field  of  the  Union,  swept  by  the  irresisri- 
h-le  cjlumns  of  the  conservative  Democracy,  would  nave  ceased  to  be  insulted 
by  the  presence  either  of  an  open  or  covert  foe  to  that  Union  which  we  cherish 
as  our  best  inheritance,  or  the  principles  wliich  ensure  its  perpetuity.  It  was 
not  the  fault  of  the  Young  Hen’s  Democratic  Union  Club  if  that  golden  oppor- 
tunity was  neglected.  But  our  object  is  Union,  not  war.  hVe  desire  to  reflect 
upon  no  man.  hV'e  are  willing  to  believe  it  rather  an  unfortunate  mistake  than 
a wilful  error. 

\ iio,  sir,  however,  understood  us.  You  appreciated  our  motives,  and  shared 
cur  i;  .nes.  You  ariswered  our  invitation  to  assist  us  in  the  undertaking 
prom;  :)y,  warmly — right  from  the  hearc.  You  replied  ratlier  with  the  generous 
impuL'-iveness  of  friendship  than  the  calculating  coldness  of  the  politician.  And, 
*<ir,  ewe  us  I'-'avo  to  say,  however  oid-fashi  jned  the  notion  may  appear  to  the 
trcii.Mg  politicians  of  the  times,  even  in  polities,  the  heart  is  often  wiser  tlian 
lia.-  li.  i f.  The  sentiment  wiiicli  came  warm  and  glowing  from  your  heart,  found 
and  km  lleii  an  answering  spark  in  ours.  We  thanked  you,  then,  with  a spon- 
lam o!is  and  irresistible  impulse,  a true  Democratic  confidence,  for  your  heai-'j 
an.  i centurtablc  words.  We  thank  you  again  fir  tUeir  frank  and  manly  repeti- 
ti  .u  ; — Old  we  tell  you  that  in  every  purpose  whicli  animates  you  or  any  otiu  r 
ikuiiy'.rat,  the  end  of  which  is  peace,,  union,  the  conservation  of  the  rights  of 
the  States,  the  integrity  of  the  constitution  and  the  federal  power,  the  defeat  of 
secinxmbsm,  fanaticism,  and  every  pretended  principle  which  would  elevate  it- 
seh^  above  the  Constitution,  and  usurp  th*^  rights  of  State,  territory  or  citizen — 
wliiei!  Would,  in  short,  disturb  the  nice  adiu>tment  and  harmonious  proportions 
of  our  'Social  and  political  structure — the  Young  iVeu’s  Democratic  Union  t'tuh 
of  I ork  are  with  you,  and  with  them,  coraially — wit.h  all  their  heart  an  i 

i‘.!l  tiHur  liead. 

\ou  say  well,  tlierefiire,  that  all  may  see  what  it  was  and  what  it  is  hi 
whtcfi  yi)U  cordially  unite. It  is  somethintf  tangible  t.o  feeling  as  to  siglit 
at  yrv  ,2  the  ethical  and  material  gi»i  of  this  great  jlcpublican  Confcderatnui  of 
tuirt3'-ouo  sovoreign  States,  distinct  yet  blended;  obeying,  like  the  pbmct.s,  the 
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h^r  which  ordains  them  forever  to  revolve  around  a common  centre,  yet  never 
contralizin.e; ; gravitating  to  each  other  in  the  magnificent  harmony  of  Kopubli- 
can  order  and  unity,  but  never  blending  into  the  portentous  consolidation  pre- 
cursive of  despotic  power. 

It  is  Democracy — the  Democracy  of  Jefferson  and  Jackson — with  which  you 
unite.  It  was  the  union  of  that  Democracy  we  aimed  at,  and  will  never  cea,-e 
to  aim  at.  It  was  to  an  occasion  dedicated  to  the  purposes  of  that  Union  we 
invited  you.  And  if  the  apparent  egotism  of  the  illustration  may  be  pardoned 
for  its  truth’s  sake,  I think  my  election  as  presiding  ofticcr  of  the  Association, 
on  the  very  anniversary  to  which  you  were  invited,  afforded  a very  plain  and 
unanswerable  argument  fur  its  entire  freedom  from  sectional  prejudice  or  pas- 
sion. A Virginian  by  birth,  although  for  many  years  identified  with  the  Um- 
pire State  in  interest  and  affection,  1 cun  never  forget  to  love  the  OH  Dominion, 
nor  adopt  any  part  of  a political  creed  not  catholic  enough  to  embrace  both 
North  and  South.  Neither  my  birth-place  nor  iny  sentiments  were  a secret  from 
any  member  of  the  Association,  and  they  did  me  the  honor  to  elect  me  with  a 
full  knowledge  that  I recognized  neither  sectionalism  nor  fanticism  as  elements 
of  the  faith  or  the  Cb^nstitution  of  tlie  Democratic  party.  ♦ 

Let  Loe  assure  you.  as  well  as  the  '‘Examiner,”  in  conclusion  of  a letter 
already  trespassing  too  much  upon  your  patience,  that  the  Young  Men’s  Demo- 
cratic Union  Club  of  New’  York  acknowledge  no  higher  law'  than  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  L'nited  States;  no  Imlier  bond  than  the  union  of  the  States;  no 
worthier  purposes  than  the  consolidation  and  success  of  that  party  upon  whose 
well-tested  principles  they  believe  the  whole  glorious  edifice  can  alone  securely 
rest.  In  the  letter  of  the  Constitution  they  find  the  only  rule  of  political  faith 
and  practice  which  can  bind  their. country  in  a golden  band  and  brotherhood  of 
justice  ; and,  whether  the  suicidal  knife,  v.diieh  aims  to  sever  it,  be  raised  by 
mad  fanaticism,  or  hell-eDgendered  ambition  ; whether  it  bo  levelled  at  one  p^or- 
tion  of  the  Union  or  the  other — before  the  bosom  wdiich  it  threatens — before 
the  rights  it  would  destroy — biffbre  the  sovereignt}'  or  the  citizen  it  would  im- 
molate upon  the  altar  of  its  insanity — they  trust  always  to  see  the  Democratic 
party  throw  the  shield  of  its  principles  and  the  protection  of  its  pow'er  ; and 
their  highest  aim  and  ambition  is  to  be  instrumental,  however  humbly,  in  uni- 
ting every  true-hearted  Deinoc.-at  behind  that  invulnerable  defence. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Most  truly  and  respectfully, 


Y”our  obedient  servant, 

S.  ^YALLACE  CONE, 

President  of  the  Young  IMcn’s 

Democratic  Union  (flub,  N.  Y. 

P.  S. — You  are  at  liberty  to  make  whatever  use  you  may  think  proper  of  the 
above. 

S.  W.  C. 


io 


Only,  nlar  Onancock,  Va.,  ) 
August  23,  lb55.  / 

S.  dVALLACE  Cone, 

President  of  the  Young  oT^  n’s  T>emocratic  TMion  Club,  New  York  : 

Dear  Sir  : — Yours  of  the-  14th  instant  reached  me  most  opportunely.  Before 
this  you  will  have  seen  that  tlm  Ul..hmoud  Exainiuer  has  handsoiimiy  acknowl- 
edged its  mUtake.  It  is  well,  r -rhaps,  that  it  mi.stook  yoiir  meaning  and  mine. 
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Attention  lias  been  drawn  to  your  noble  and  patriotic  purposes,  and  they  will 
ba  approved  and  be  assisted  by  the  entire  Idcmocracy  of  the  South.  Those 
who  love  and  would  abide  by  the  wise  federal  Constitution  and  the  sacred  Uniou 
of  our  States,  in  the  South,  know  and  feel  that  we  have  ‘-'a  host  of  freedom, 
which  is  the  host  of  God,''  for  our  friends  in  the  North.  VCe  will  not  tolerate 
the  idea  of  a separation  from  you  for  an  instant,  and  we  will  depend  upon  your 
faith  and  your  devotion  to  co-operate  with  us  in  defending  the  good  work  of  our 
fathers  against  internal  as  well  as  external  foes.  We  will,  North  and  South, 
defend  the  Rights  of  the  States,  and  the  most  precious  of  these  : the  Rights  of 
each  State  to  the  Blessed  Union  of  the  States.  We  will  defend  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Union  as  the  only  standard  of  State  Rights.  xVnd  we  will  defend 
the  individual  and  inalienable  rights  of  man  : — his  rights  of  property  and  his 
person,  all  bis  finite  rights  which  pertain  to  poor  mortality,  and  above  all  his 
infinite  right,  the  only  one  ‘Uiot  of  the  earth  earthy,"  his  heaven  reaching 
right,  which  pertains  to  immortality — his  right  of  religious  liberty— -his  freedom 
of  conseien.ee — his  right  to  easement  in  the  way  to  God  I 

Thus  I understood  you,  thus  I took  your  greeting,  and  thus  I greeted  you 
back.  Carp  who  will,  I wall  grasp  your  hands  as  a brother  upon  the  pledges  to 
these  rights,  for  which  I am  willing  to  stake  ‘‘  life,  fortune  and  sacred  honor." 
But  no  one  will  object.  Betty  jealousies  v/ill  be  laid  aside,  manly  patriots  will 
summon  sober  reason  to  their  sides,  and  we  will  triumph  in  the  right.  God 
grant  our  country  and  its  friends  His  guidance  and  His  rule  ? Yours,  devoted- 
ly, with  all  my  head  and  heart. 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 


THE  DO YT>ELL  FESTIVAL  IN  ALABAMA. 

[From  ihe  Montgoraery  Advertiser  and  Gazette  ] 

In  a brief  notice  of  toe  Dow'dell  festival,  written  for  our  last  is.sue,  we  pre- 
sented an  abstract  of  the  speech  of  our  distinguished  townsman,  Mr.  Yancey, 
which  the  reader  has  doubtless  perused  with  interest.  We  should  like  also  to 
present  a sketch  of  the  speeches  delivered  by  the  other  orators  of  the  occasion; 
but  we  are  unable  to  do  so,  tbr  the  reason  that  no  notes  were  taken  of  them. 

One  of  the  most  inieUigeat  ami  patriotic  of  Alabama's  son?,  (not  a public 
Tuan,  however,)  in  a private  letter,  says  : “ Our  gifted  and  noble  friend,  Yan- 
cey, is  right  in  theory,  os  far  as  he  goes,  except  that  he  has  vot  quite  faith 
enoiujli  in  the  National  Democracy.  I want  Soathern  union  and  self-rcUanrr^ 
in  order,  first,  to  strengthi.-n  and  build  up  the  conservative  national  I^eraocraey  : 
and,  secondly,  in  the  * last  rc.sort,'  to  enable  us  to  sustain  ourselves  against  the 
world  ; but  let  us  live  in  the  I nion  if  v:c  moif.  All  the  Northern  Deniocratie 
leaders  are  with  us  on  pr.mricai  issues." 

We  concur  with  our  c>-rrespor.dent  in  the  opinion  that  IMr.  Yancey  underesti- 
mates the  assistance  tlie  ."->nth  i^  likely  to  derive  from  the  National  Democracy 
of  the  North.  Mr.  Yam  ey  thinks  that  our  gallant  friends  in  the  North  are 
already  rendered  powerleis  by  the  predominance  of  Abolition  sontimdnts  in  that 
quarter.  Yfe,  on  the  c;  atrary,  have  strong  hopes  that  a reaction  h;ts  com- 
im  need  in  several  of  the  tree  States  in  favor  of  the  true  principles  of  the  ert.-v- 
ernment.  From  the  tone  ot  the  press,  and  other  indications,  we  think  that  .Mr. 
Bright  W'ill  be  sustained  in  Indiana,  .and  Mr.  Douglas  in  Illinois.  Wc  h.avc 
strong  hopes,  also,  of  Pennsylvania,  New'  Jer.^^ey,  New  Hampshire,  and  Michi- 


I' 


h: 


ae<i 


ikTi 


tfjw  bfft  ,8d«iO(pvq  ofJoh^q  fiir^  o|  awjnb  im<{  asii  oo!lfx»J)A 

.diuo^  W i^q^smoiiKiU  ubiw  odi  biw  I>9T<nq<|s  «d 

tioid'J  botdd«  ^4j  to*  rK»r^aHto<^dO^I'4>iviv  i^d  «6idit  bjiiow  bojioYolodw 

^uiQbttfni  3o  inod  «a**  or«d  w wdl  i-^^tlf  bad  voni  ^rfJuotS  bd)  ni  lao  lo- 

[Iw  s>77  .tLU'iV:  tvth  xn  %*»»  toi  ^%(io0  'io  i»oil  *nfl  «r  doidfr 

itiox  bajancj-^b  Hi’#r  a'S'  fe«s4  ,tc*j^j)wii  cit  YMViM>^,iiaoil  nuiuii^oit  c ’lo  is^bi  ®dl 
lud  lo  litow  iMX>a  s»d4  ^aibti»ish  nr  W d1^\#  ♦)<rtwjo-oii  oi  «oiioT«>ii  loo^  bdc  dJlii’t 
,iliddd  bfw  dj-ioVl  ,lliw  aW  .riuijl  <£}  U:*w  fto  l«awJJii 

loe^d^ifl  scb^i : oft«<U  >o  bna  adi  lo  01U  LWilab 

-dtiJ^KioO  JU«r  dW  orii  W »ij?38’dbff» 

bflbVjb  ffiw  4w  hqA  'blsfilB  ^0  frj;cAacjni%sw  »»di 

«!{J  (»na  ic^ioqoKj  I0  iidgh  •:  «ij*4  la  «fdaa^rUqi  fioa  Idjjljirlbffi  odt 
»fd  Os  dVddii  taoii  o4fdz^  ,dcwn^ 

^aiiioA^t  aif^fiOii  tid  «it«v  wii  dao_^^qo  »d]  ,id^ii  sitaSm 

ittoijs'ii}  ftid — ^4Y»c{ii  Suai^sJt  lo  dnidw 

W07  X ««di  bat  ^^ps!hf!^  fwo^ihwbou  I^todT 

of  diii  ncHjif  t6dsmd^%  l%Krjt  odw  qTjjO  4^  jsd 

*\waod  bin^ag  baa  ddeijii  di^i*rril4iw  I poidTf  o«»Ji 

Hiw  sJoiiifiq  ;^IuKfii  gid  ilOdicte  lljTr-auo  oki  luff 

1*00 

•bdlovab 


tbbffloidbolt’ f4i  mm'tr' 

„ < - V * daidw 

\ aohttooQ  »di  ^o  ftbdtib'^qe 

,m'^tfj  I0  Irtoici  ns'w  e^fe,:4v'kd|  sfop-^n  iid 


-Mkiqd. 


oildaq  a ioo)  t*‘00«  s^^madutA  W a^ii&hMv'f  bifd  f Jaoiq  ddJ  ^ daO 

•afiY.^bfldrtlt  fldddfl  fll^(,Tfflv«wod  ^«f« 

4M^T\  gVs5^^io«  'ft«d^  .i.)S^  t>i  Rfi  id^h  d ,^a» 

; X^^tivc<n®U  iiniotUifr  &7^id$^a^a^^Qy_d^'\v  Mim  btrx  tp»4i^a^isg  n>f 

»iU*r:>oujyU  aidJJio*/!  &dl  ,\5,»>w  fw  \»  uoioU  *»dt  at  «*rU  ttd  I5I  jud  ; bhoir 

^'‘  flo 

‘■tJeaTsbfio  p!»0aTj*'>fW  Ifritf  m>»aiqo  qi  J^^>booq*^  i^iw  fvtnj,o7  oV?'- 

vt<nfK)ttt<dl  f«fK>i)i{Vl  odi  fiioil  ovitob  hi  ^i.gsJaaf 

07C  dJiolC  bfU  ui  fW<'  Judi  *^o?df  ^joSfnaYuni^  RditoK  oifj  1o 

Jtidi  ai  efuhtulia^  lo  f r^ltvwoiq 

-ffloo  eifd  ootJOStft  A l£iff  wqoii  »9  «dt  qo  ,»W 

*^05f  9dj  W esiqbnhq  **eit  ai*  bo^aAdt 

Udf  doitif  ,%^lioibaft»dio  ha*  ,8«yKrji4l  td  ^nof 'adf  aio’j'4*^JavOT<n» 


gan,  through  the  influence  of  their  conservative  statesmen  and  the  sober, 
second  thought of  their  people.  We  mu}'  be  too  sanguine,  but  we  cannot 
withhold  the  expre.ssion  of  our  opinion  that  the  South  has  much  to  expect  from 
the  National  Democracy  of  the  North. 

‘But  Yli:.  Yancey  is  right  in  impressing  upon  the  minds  of  the  Southern 
people  the  idea  of  self-reliance.  “Forewarned,”  let  us  be  “forearmed  and 
well  prepared”  for  future  emergencies. 

In  connection  with  the  proceeelings  at  the  Oak  Bowery  Dinner,  we  would  call 
attention  to  the_  letters  of  Gov.  AVise,  Gov.  Winston,  Mr.  Bullock,  and  Mr. 
Gwin,  in  reply  to  the  Committee  of  Invitation.  They  were  not  received  in 
time  to  be  read  at  the  dinner,  but  they  will  be  perused  with  pleasure  by  the  re- 
publicans who  wore  present,  as  well  as  by  many  who  were  not. 

The  letter  of  3Ir.  Wise  will  attract  particular  attention.  Tire  opening  sen- 
tence of  his  letter  is  in  response  to  a complimentary  passage  in  the  note  of  invi- 
tation. The  whole  letter  is  eloquent  and  spirit-stirring.  We  understand  that 
one  of  the  regular  toasts  prepared  for  the  occasion  was  in  these  words  : 

Henry  A.  AVise  : The  Knight  sans  reproche—'^ho  met  ‘ Sam  ’ — 

the  redoubtable  Sam — Sam  the  Sampson  on  the  plains  of  Virginia,  and  sent 
him,  like  Cains  Marius,  ‘to  a marsh  in  Italy  ^ — a son  of  whom  the  grand  old 
‘mother  of  States  and  statesmen  ’ might  well  have  been  proud  in  her  best  days ; 
when  the  national  coronal  was  lustrous  with  her  jewels — a ''J'ribune  of  the 
people  ! He  deserves  the  highest  office  in  the  nation,  and  if  he  lives  will  at- 
tain it.” 

- [letter  from  3IR.  WISE.] 

Ouly^  near  Onancoch^  la.,  ) 

^ August  23, 1825.  j 

Gentlemen  : — Yours  of  the  loth  inst.  came  to  hand  yesterday. 

I stand  on  the  .shore  of  my  “Ocean  home,”  and  meet  Alabama,  coming 
greeting,  with  arms  and  bosom  open,  with  expanding  chest  and  dilating  nostril, 
as  I have  often  met  Heaven’s  sweet  airs  and  Ocean’s  waves  as  they  came  with 
inspiring  and  re-invigoruting  fresiiness.  The  blessed  child  State  seems  to  rush 
to  the  arms  of  the  mother  State,*  and  Virginia  takes  Alabama  close  home  to  her 
bosom,  and  embraces  her  vnth  motherly  pride  and  affectionate  joy.  I did  not 
for  a moment  doubt  or  distrust  her.  She  is  too  Southern,  too  conservative,  too 
Constitution-loving,  too  true  to  State  Bights,  and  too  fondly  cherishes  the 
precious  of  Slate  Bights — the  Union  of  the  States — and  prizes  too  inestimably'- 
the  inalienable  rights  of  individual  man — his  finite  rights  of  jiropcrty  and  rights 
of  person,  and  above  all  his  infinite  right — the  only  one  not  “ of  the  earth, 
earthy” — the  only  right  of  poor  huiiiunity  pertaining  to  immortality — the 
Heaven-high  right  of  Beligious  Liberty — the  soul-saving  right  of  Freedom  of 
Conscience.  She  is  too  true  to  the  American  Ilevolution,  and  to  the  memoricH 
and  faith  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Ilepublic,  ever  to  have  betrayed  the  great  cause, 
the  holy  mission  cf  America  upon  Farth  I She  was  too  intelligent  to  be  duped 
by  a worse  than  veiled  prophet ; she  had  too  much  integrity  to  countenance  po- 
luical  imposture;  she  was  too  Protestant  and  too  Christian  to  allow  the  ways 
to  God  to  be  barred  and  bolted  by  sectarian  bigotry  and  intoloram  e ; she  loved 
the  Churches  of  her  faith  too  well  to  allow  (hem  to  bo  corrupted  by  a touch  of 
party  p'.'liticai  power,  and  by  leaving  the  spiritual  f>r  the  cartiai  kitigdom  ; and 
she  was  too  patriotic  to  permit  the  liberties  of  the  State  to  be  destroyed  by  an 
union  of  (Tiurch  and  State,  brought  about  by  a Pric.^itcraft  Pi)wer  ambitiously 
aspiring  to  lay  its  hands  on  temporal  things,  and  to  control  conscience,  and  will 
and  reason,  and  to  make  laws,  and  to  debate  “ what  wo  shall  cat  and  what  we 
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sliall  drink,  and  wliorewitb  we  shall  be  clothed  I”  The  hypocrites  who  skulkT-'l 
in  the  shades  between  ‘‘midnight  and  one  hour  before  day-break/’  with  ‘‘  uaik- 
lanteru in  hand,  making  nigiit  hideous  with  liowhs  of  “down  with  the  Pope!” 
were  dragging  the  robes  of  Christ'^  righteou^sness  through  the  mire  of  party 
politics  to  sot  up  a Ih-otestant  Popery  here,  in  America,  instead  of  leaving  Ca- 
thoiic  Popery  to  die  of  itstdf  in  Italy  I The  impostors  who  exultingly  boast 
that  “ Americans  shall  rule  America  ” — as  if,  from  Washington’s  days  dowm  to 
these  days  of  “isms,”  America  has  not  been  all  the  time  ruled  by  Americans — 
exclaim  against  “ Foreign  iniiucnce,”  and  are  letting  in  that  Jduropean,  that 
3>ritish-boru  intruder,  whom  they  call  “ Sam  ” — the  most  insidious  foreign  foe 
who  has  ever  entered  the  back  door  of  our  country,  like  a thief  in  the  night  ! 

The  Old  AVorld  is  ravagcl  by  war,  and  yet  we  need  no  standing  armies,  no 
navy,  and  to  pay  taxes  for  none.  Why  It  is,  in  three  words,  because — 
“ Cotton  is  King  ! ” Unde  Sam,  not  Sam,  holds  the  British  Lion,  and  the 
Gallic  Cock  and  Kussian  Black  Kagle  by  cotton  strings,  which  he  may  pull  at 
any  time.  Cotton  is  Power,  Cotton  is  Peace-Maker;  Cotton  is  the  hair  of  the 
Sampson  of  the  Cfnited  States  of  North  America,  and  Cotton  can  be  planted, 
and  hoed,  and  gathered,  and  ginned,  and  packed  and  sent  to  market,  in  the  land 
of  the  Southern  sun,  by  African  slave  labor  alone.  Hence  the  cry,  that  “Af- 
rican slavery  shall  be  abolished,  or  the  American  Union  shall  be  dissolved.” 
Exeter  Hall  has  so  whispered  to  VvTlliams  Hall,  of  Boston,  and  New  England 
Preachers  of  Christian  Politics  have  joined  the  British,  the  Old  England  policy 
and  party  cry,  that  the  Nebraslra  Bill  shall  be  repealed — no  slave  territory  shall 
be  admitted  as  a State — slavery  shall  be  abolished,  or  the  Union  shall  be  dis- 
solved ! Either  alternative  would  shave  our  Sampson  of  his  strength. 

The  Kansas  and  Nebraska  Bill  repealed  the  3Iissoiiri  Compromise,  which  was 
the  iirst  act  to  violate  \\  ashington’s  injunction  not  to  recognize  geographical 
lines — which  was  the  first  to  make  a border  between  the  North  and  the  South — 
which  was  the  first  to  begin  a separation  of  the  States  ! Now,  the  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  Bill  simply  re.stores  us  to  sf.atit  qua  ante  fS19,  ’fiO,  where  Washing- 
ton and  Hancock,  Adams  and  Jefferson,  Virginia  and  Massachusetts,  and  the 
old  Thirteen,  stood.  It  bruught  us  hack  to  the  Constitution.  The  question  is, 
shall  it  be  repealed,  and  a heart-burning  statute  be  restored  to  the  place  of  the 
Constitution  '(  \irginia  votes  no,  North  Carolina  no,  Georgia,  glorious  Geor- 
gia, no,  Alabama  no.  The  entire  slavebolvliug  states  wuil,  notwithstanding  the 
hesitancy  of  gallant  hut  blood-stained  ICentilcky,  all  unice  in  shouting,  as  a 
host  of  Freedom,  as  friends  of  America — 

African  slavery  shall  not  be  abolished  ! 

“ The  American  Union  of  States  shall  not  be  dissolved  ! ’^ 

Then  let  us  abide,  under  the  ^Egis  of  the  Constitution  and  the  Laws.  T’o 
defmd  these,  I will  stake  “ Lib,  fortune  and  sacred  honor,’’’  against  internal  as 
well  as  external  foes. 

The  South  is  lull  ot  emissaries  from  abroad,  and  they  must  be  guaialM 
against.  V e have  a host  of  [latriotic  friends  in  the  North,  and  they  must,  uo 
cuerished  as  wcil-Leloved  brorhers.  There  arc  patriots  there  who  will  rally  to 
rescue  and  restore  the  sacrei  things  which  are  in  danger,  and  I implore  you,  u^r 
their  sakes,  for  our  own,  tu  favor  no  sectional  war,  to  countenance  no  alienati*  n 
of  feeling  from  the  North,  but  to  rely  on  reason  and  arizumeat,  and  a moral 
Sense  of  right,  and  to  a liicre  ourselves  to  the  Constitutional  compact,  'i  a s 
will  save  us  an;]  save  all,  i<  anything  will  ; and  if  nothing  will,  we  will  bo  ii'- 
nocent.  will  not  bear  the  world’s  curse  of  aiding  to  de.stroy  the  only  hop«'s 
ot  mankind  for  the  light,  and  love  and  charity  of  human  freedom.  And  it  ih- 
worst  comes  to  the  worst,  ••  God  will  speed  the  right.” 
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I cannot  leave  home  before  Janiiar}^  next,  and  could  not  be  in  time  for  jour 
feast  to  your  gallant  Representative,  the  lion.  J.  R.  Dowdell.  Feast  him  well, 
and  let  him  roll  the  people's  good  cheer  like  a sweet  morsel  under  his.  tongue, 
and  let  that  tongue  ever  speak  the  sentimeuts  of  Truth  and  Justice  to  the 
People,  and  let  them  ever  repay  him  with  their  “ sweet  voices.” 

I cordially  greet  you  back,  and  am 

Yours,  devotedly, 

HENRY  A.  VnSE. 

To  F.  Sanford,  Jno.  II.  Thomas,  CiiRiSToruER  Davis,  and  others, 
Committee. 


HENRY  A.  WISE  TO  THE  BOSTON  NEGRO  STEALERS. 

Only,  near  Onancock,  ) 
Accomac  County,  Ya.,  Oct.  5,  1855.  J 

Gentlemen:  — On  my  return  home,  after,  an  absence  of  some  days,  I found 
yours  of  the  19th  ult.,  ‘Respectfully  inviting  me  to  deliver  one  of  the  lectures 
of  the  course  on  slavery,  at  Tremopt  Temple,  in  the  city  of  Poston,  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  January  lOch,  1856  ; or,  if  that  tiuve  will  not  suit  my  engage- 
ments, you  request  that  I will  mention  at  once  what  Thursday  evening,  between 
the  middle  cf  December  and  the  middle  of  31arch  next,  will  best  accommodate 
me.”  . • 

Now,  gentlemen,  I desire  to  payyou  due  respect,  yet  you  compel  me  to  be 
very  plain  with  you,  and  to  say  that  your  request,  in  every  sense,  is  insulting 
and  offensive  to  me.  5Vhat  subjei^l  of  slavery  have  you  “ initiated”  lectures 
upon  ? 1 cannot  conceal  it  from  myself  that  you  have  undertaken,  in  Boston, 

to’  discuss  and  decide  whether  my  property,  ir;  Virginia,  ought  to  remain  mine 
or  not,  and  whether  it  shall  be  allowed  the  protection  of  laws,  federal  and  State, 
wherever  it  may  be  carried  or  may  escape  in  the  United  States  ; or,  whether  it 
shall  be  destroyed  by  a higher  law  than  the  constitutions  and  statutes  ! 

Who  are  you,  to  assume  thus  such  a jurisdiction  over  a subject  so  delicate  and 
already  fixed  in  its  relation  by  a solemn  compact  between  the  Slates,  and  by 
States  which  are  sovereign?  I will  not  obey  your  summons  nor  recognize  your 
jurisdiction.  You  have  no  authority  and  no  justiileation  for  thus  ealling  me  to 
account  at  the  bar  of  your  tribunal,  and  for  thus  arraigning  an  institution  es- 
tablished by  laves  which  do  not  reach  you  and  which  you  cannot  reach,  by  cal- 
ling on  me  to  defend  it. 

You  send  me  a card,  to  indicate  the  character  of  the  lecturers.  It  reads  : . 

Admit  the  bearer  and*  lady  to  the  Independent  Lectures  on  Slavery.  Lec- 
ture committee,  S.  G.  Hovre,  T.  Gilbert,  George  E.  Williams,  Henry  T.  Parker, 
YL  Washburn,  B.  B.  Mus^y,  'SY.  13.  Spooner,  James  Y'.  Stone.” 

It  is  endorsed  : ‘ , 

“ Lectures  at  the  TrcQm»ut  Temple,  Boston,  1854-'5.  November  lion. 
Charles  Sumner,  Rev.  John  Pierpont,  poet.  December  7,  lion.  Salmon  P. 
Chase,  of  Ohio.  December  1-lth,  Hon.  Anson  Burlrngame.  D(_cember  21, 
Y'endell  Phillips,  Esq.  I>eccmbcr  28,  Cassius  51.  Clay,  Esq.,  of  Kentucky. 
January  4,  Hon.  Horace  kireeb  y.  .January  11,  Rev.  Henry  Ward  j'k-eclicr. 
danuary  IS,  Hon.  John  P.  Hah;.  January  25,  Ralph  YYido  Ennrjorson,  Esq. 
February  S,  Hon.  Nathauiv.!  P.  Banks,  Jr,  February  15,  Hou.  J.iewis  D. 
Campbell,  of  Ohio,  P’'cbruary  22,  Hon.  Sam.  Houston,  of  I'c-xas.  olareh  1, 
Hon.  David  Y'ilmot,  of  Pennsylvania.  Plaroh  Stb,  Hon.  Charles  Yh  Upham.” 
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All  TIonorahles  and  Squires,  except:  those  who  are  Reverenrh!  The  card  does 
verily  indicate  their  characters  by  simply  naming  them.  And  your  letter,  L^en- 
tlcmen,  is  franked  by  C.  Sumner,  U.  S.  S.”  With  these  characteristics,  I 
arn  at  no  loss  to  understand  you  and  your  purposes. 

You  say,  during  the  next  season,  a large  number  of  gentlemen  from  the 
South  will  be  invited,^'  Ac.,  Ac.  I regret  it,  if  any  others  can  be  found  in  the 
slaveholding  States  to  accept  your  invitation.  You  plead  the  example  of  Gen. 
Houston.  It  is  the  last  I would  follow.  I have  no  doubt  that  you  accorded 
very  respectful  attention  to  him  last  winter,  and  were  very  grateful  for  his  ser- 
vices in  your  cause. 

You  offer  “ one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  be  paid  to  the  lecturer,  be  bear- 
ing his  own  expenses.^’  Let  me  tell  you  that  Treraont  Temple  cannot  hold 
wealth  enough  to  purchase  one  word  of  discussion  from  me,  there,  whether 
mine,  liere,  shall  be  mine  or  not;  but  I am  ready  to  volunteer,  without  money 
and  without  price,  to  suppress  any  insurrection,  and  repel  any  invasion  which 
threatens  or  endangers  the  State  Eights  of  ’^"irginia,  or  my  individual  rights 
under  the  lavrs  and  constitutions  of  my  country,  or  the  sacred  Ifuion,  wliicli 
binds  Slave  States  and  Free  States  together  in  one  bond  of  National  Confedera- 
cy, and  in  separate  bonds  of  Independent  Sovereignties  ! 

In  short,  gentlemen,  I will  not  deliver  one  of  the  lectures  of  the  course  on 
Slavery,  at  the  Tremont  Temple,  in  Boston,  on  Thursda}^  evening,  January 
lOtli,  1856;  and  there  wdli  be  no  Thursday  evening  between  the  middle  of 
December  and  the  middle  of  March  next,  or  between  that  and  doomsday,  which 
will  best  accommodate  me  for  that  purpose. 

I give  you  an  immediate  answer,  and  at  my  earliest  convenience,  indicate  to 
you  that ‘Hue  particular  phase  of  the  subject’^  that  I will  present  is,*  delibe- 
rately : TO  TIGHT  IF  WE  MUST. 

Yaour  obedient  servant, 

IIENIIY  A.  WISE 

To  S.  G.  Home,  Phys.  and  Sup’t  Blind  Inst. 

Jrio.  51.  Clark,  High  Sheriff. 

S ini’l  5Iay,  dierchant. 

Philo  Sanford,  Ex-Trcnsurer  State. 

N.  B.  Shurtlett,  Phys.  and  Antir|uarian. 

Jos.  Story,  Pre.s’t  Com.  Council. 

Tho.s.  Russel],  Judge. 

Jas.  W.  Stone,  Phys. 


From  the  Boston  Advertiser,  (Whig.) 

LETTER  FR05I  MR.  W13E. 

M e take  pleasure  in  laying  before  our  readers  the  sitbjoined  letter  from  Ifon. 
llenry^A.  V\  ise,  the  Governor  elect  of  the  ancient  Commonwealth  of  5’irgioi:i, 
uddre.s.>ed  to  the  Lecture  Committee  of  the  3Iercantilc  Library  Association,  m 
answer  to  an  invitation  to  lecture  in  this  city  before  that  association. during  di  * 
coming  winter.  The  ti  uly  national  tone  of  this  letter  must  renew  in  the  inm  1 
of  cue  r-ader  the  patr  one  feelings  which  of  ohl  knit  to<jether  the  i>: 

chusetts  and  Virg'uii  in  times  of  darkness  and  trouble  ; and  will  cat:-’  r 
i egret,  that  Mr.  i.se  s preparations  for  the  duties  of  the  important  oil.ee  (Ui 
■'^hich  he  is  about  to  enter, will  prevent  his  accepting  the  invitation,  and  wdi  '* 
pri'^o  us  of  the  pleasure  ot  welcoming  to  Boston  so  distinguisiied  a guest,  wuo 
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(as  he  iaforms  us  in  the  letter)  has  never  yet  visited  any  part  of  New  Eog- 
"lanJ. 

This  letter  is  the  more,  significant,  because  another  coremittee  in  behalf  of 
tlie  “lectures  on  slavery,’'  in  their  indiscreet  zeal,  by  calling  upon  31r,  Wise 
to  lecture  upon  slavery  in  Boston,  succeeded  in  pestering  him  into  writing  a 
letter,  which  we  are  free  to  say  we  regretted  to  see  in  print,  though  wc  can 
easily  understand  the  feeling  of  annoyance  that  gave  rise  to  its  sharpness  of 
expression.  Whatever  ill  feeling  (if  any)  the  former  letter  may  have  engen- 
dered in  the  minds  of  our  right-thinking  citizens,  will  be  dispelled  on  the  peru- 
sal of  that  which  w'e  publish  below: 

Only,  near  Onancock,  Ya.,  Nov.  11,  1855. 

Gentlemen  : — Yours  of  the  2d  inst.  was  awaiting  my  arrival  at.home  yester- 
day, from  a temporary  absence  at  Y'ashington  City. 

I gratefully  acknowledge  the  compliment  of  your  invitation  to  deliver  one  of 
a course  of  lectures,  during  the  present  winter,  before  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association  of  Boss  ton. 

I am  well  assured  of  the  highly  respectable  character,  and  of  the  laudable 
objects  of  your  Uturary  association,  and  no  body  of  the  kind  could  have  been 
more  honored  than  you  have  been  by  the  illustrious  orators  and  statesmen  wh.o 
have  shed  upon  your  lectures  the  lights  of  their  great  minds.  I have  no  doubt 
too  of  the  “cordial  welcome”  I would  receive  from  “ very  many”  of  your  hos- 
pitable citizens  ; but  it  is  not  in  my  power,  gentlemen,  to  accept  your  invitation. 
The  situation  of  my  private  affairs,  and  the  duty  of  preparing  for  months  to 
come  for  new  scenes  of  public  service,  will  engross  all  my  time  and  attention 
the  whole  of  the  coming  winter.  I have  been  compelled  to  decline  every  call 
of  the  same  kind  from  many  quarters  in  my  own  State,  and  other  States  besides 
yours. 

I sincerely  regret  this  the  more,  because  I have  never  yet  set  my  foot  on  the 
beloved  soil  of  that  portion  of  my  country  called  New  England.  This  has  not 
been  owing  to  any  antagonism  on  iny  part  towards  that  favored  section.  Mas- 
sachusetts especially,  I have  been  taught  to  venerate  and  cherish  a.s  the  elder 
sister  of  Yirginia.  Y’hen  I reflect  upon  their  attitudes  and  relations  in  tho 
darkness  and  gloom  of  the  night  of  revolution — w’hen  I listen  to  their  hails, 
sister  to  sister — Yirginia  to  Mas.sachusetts,  Mas.sachusetts  to  Yirginia — in  the 
“times  which  tried  men’s  souls” — when  I watch  the  fires  kindling  on  the 
heights  of  Heston,  and  see  Yirginia  going  forth  acro.ss  the  rivers  and  over  the 
land,  by  the  sea,  leading  her  best  beloved  sou  by  the  hand,  dripping  blood  and 
tears  at  ever}*  .step  there  and  back,  leaving  Khn  there  on  post  to  gu  ird  your  very 
city,  and  to  make  the  oppressors  evacuate  it  I — and  when  I contrast  this  picture 
witii  the  present  state  of  things  in  our  confederacy,  which  makes  }ou  assure  me 
“ that  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts  towards  my  ritate  are  not 
those  of  antagonism,”  1 gush  forth  ia  ansuisU  and  ask — ^Vhy  a necessity  for 
such  assurance'’  Y'hy  any  antagonism  between  these,  the  devoted  States  of 
Hancock  and  Washington  ? 3Iay  God  in  his  mercy  and  in  love  guide  them,  a.s 
of  yore  I May  they  ever  be  cemented  in  union  by  tho  blood  of  the  revolution  ! 
Ami  whenever  anotfier  night  of  gloom  and  trial  shall  come,  may  they  hail  and 
cheer  each  other  on  again  to  victory,  for  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

Yours  truly, 


To  Charles  G.  Chase  and  others,  committee,  &c. 


IIENBY  A.  WISE. 
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POWEIIFUL  LETTER  FROM  TEE  IION.  H.  A.  WISE  TO  THE  NA- 
TIOXAL  DEMOCRATIC  MEETING  IN  NEW  YORK. 

Only,  nkar  Onancock,  ] 
Thursday,  October  18,  1855.  j 

Gentle^iex  : — I gratefully  acknowledge  yours  of  the  10th,  post-marked  the 
13th,  and  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  accept  your  invitation  to  attend 
and  address  a mass  meeting  of  the  National  Democratic  party  of  the  City  and 
County  of  N’ew  York,  at  the  Metropolitan  Theatre,  on  Monday,  the  22d  inst. 
The  situation  of  my  family  is  such  that  I cannot  leave  homo  before  some  time 
after  the  22d  instant,  and  I could  not,  from  the  date  of  receiving  your  letter, 
reach  New  York  by  that  day  in  person  ; but  1 give  you  a fervent,  and  I would 
gladly  make  it  an  effectual  response. 

I have  carefully  examined  the  platform  which  you  inclosed  of  your  late  Con- 
■vention,  held  at  Waiting  Hail  in  the  City  of  Syracuse,  August  23,  1855,  and  I 
hail  the  National  Democracy  of  New  York  as  brethren  w'orchy  to  be  accredited  in 
faith  and  accepted  in  fellovrship  by  every  ptltriot  in  the  land.  Y^ou  are  national, 
not  ia  t^e  sense  of  consolidation,  but  in  the  constitutional  sense  ; you  are  na- 
tional, as  opposed  to  exclusive  and  sectional;  and  you  are  national,  not  like  the 
party  of  ebony  and  topaz, not  like  the  light-houses  in  the  skies^’  of  the 
younger  xAdams  in  1828,  nor  like  the  ‘‘  fusion  of  confusion”  party  in  these 
days  of  later  ‘‘  isms  not  National  Republican,”  but  you  are  National 
Democratic.”  You  assert  your  devotion  to  the  Coiistltution  ; reindorse,  in  the- 
ory a^d  practice,  the  resolutious  of  the  Democratic  National  Conventions  of  l->48 
and  1811J,  and  you  obey  the  Icssou  of  the  fathers  by  recurring  to  frugality  and 
economy,  and  to  all  ‘‘ ihe  fund  imental  principles  of  free  government”  in  the 
administration  of  public  affairs.  In  all  these  I heartily  concur,  and  unite  still 
further  with  you-upon  the  doctrine  of  State  Rights  and  strict  construction  of 
the  Constitution  as  applied  to  all  questions,  and  particularly  to  domestic  State 
questions,  and  the  principle  of  non-intervention  by  Congress,  so  as  not  to  deprive 
States  of  their  sovereign  rights,  individuals  of  their  private  rights,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territories  of  ibeir  just  and  natural  political  powers. 

The  Constitution,  and  not  any  temporary  and  temporizing  compromise  stat- 
ute, is  the  true  and  only  standard  of  national  right.  The  Constitution,  in  its 
strict  sense,  and  not  according  to  the  latitudioarian  construction  of  a loose  fed- 
eral majoricy  ; the  CoRStinition,  which  leaves  all  power:^  not  expressly  granted 
where  it  found  them,  the  reservcM.l  rights  of  the  sovereign  States ; the  Constitu- 
tion, which  created  certain  federal  relations  and  rights  of  private  citizens,  among 
the  most  important  of  which  is  perfect  equality  between  citizens  of  tlic  res- 
pective States  cn  the  common  grounds  of  fed  jral  jurisdiction  ; perfect  comity 
between  the  citizens  ot  State  and  States,  an<l  common  property  between  tiieui 
in  the  national  domain  and  dominion  ; the  Constitution  is  the  law  of  our  C ''Q- 
federacy.  it  is  ho  respecter  of  persons;  it  bolds  all  alike,  and  equally  uodor 
its  protecting  guardianship  wherever  it  applies.  It  pries  not  into  your  private 
possession,  nor  into  mine.  It  knows  not  wdiether  you  own  one  species  of  pro- 
perty or  I anolhor.  It  recognizes  ns  only  as  citizens  of  co-equai  State  sove- 
reignties, who  arc  confederated  under  its  shield,  and  it  provides  prateetiou 
W’hatever  right  belongs  to  either  of  us  ou  ground  which  belongs  to  both.  Tim 
mere  niunicipal  authority,  the  (Nmfrress  cannot  deprive  States  and  tlieir  citi/  ns 
ot  tiiis  equality,  th’s  comity,  • n ! thi-^  common  properrv  of  the  Con u-.di. r.icv- 

If  you  may  go  to  the  comiuon  Territory  with  what  is  rightfully  yours  in 
Aork,  I may  meet  you  there  with  whatever  is  law'fiiHy  mine  in  Virginia.  Con- 
gress may  not  say  that  I shall  not  migrate  with  slave  property  and  hold  it  there  ; 
for  it  they  may  say  that,  they  may,  iu  like  manner,  say  that  you  shall  Dot  go 


f 


"1 


-f 

4 


m. 


1] 


S14>  'i4 


■v' 


fl 


••vt. 


JX 


;^o•r  OT  3017/  ,A  M 

.xmi  'ut<;a\ 


Koy  :trrr,icoa'i  flSTrauj’njiav/CH 
;W;  '.nTAflooicaa  lIavioit  > 

Sf  , ; ' ' ' 


vl' 


'E35-t 

A ; ■ ' I ' 

liluh>ini}^  5W)K.f.iTvw  D 
7->wik(  tof  wJl  oafi^9i 


; (\^OOr>V!A?'0  If  AH  51  ,T1V;0 

^ ( .dcJiil  ^81 1 nia)yO 

i'*"'  ^>01  dJj  Ho  fufi 

«l  flAlJuttiitoI/riwv  ^ 

bill:  *(ffv)  9«l>  "to  allirtaOfBI/fJ  liWvdi'/.fe/ilJ  Id  8Wi«  itt 

j«in  Ifl'SJ  o4i  .x^CaoK  »iii  4«  M’ioY  fn>y^  yo 

6mif  ami^e  iteot  « X<fl  Ho  ofirJaiiild 

gBfVisWSt  fe  «f«i)  i!»4i  3 iwi4 

bU>o»i^  1 ban  ,4a57i9i  o cro^^ 

■ '■  .>5  . ■ ■ '■ 


h3oD  aini  t»4A  »]laJtii«o  ovM  I 

01  UjH  80ift6WflJ4  I>l!i»<i  tflotioat 


1 iii«  4?o^'A  ^waor^d  viiO'  oia  oi  UaH  goBV 

111  ^4  <u  vdmir  waVl  ’if^pmoec^^l  ionoiiJiK  adi  J/cH 


m ± 


^AOoiJKa'oi*  00 Y oi  46^ 

wiu  ooY  «o«o^  1^  ,adif4^IIuiaao  H^oea^  o4^ 

edi  aiif  «,oo  ^Ucoiaua  oW'fiW'it  afi  jftaoi) 

rtt  c«««rA/«  II -A/fA  ' .■fArt'-'-' ’'ifr''£iui.iiaA  Tft'EtllOO'/'^ 


m ‘V‘'o4i  eaiil.v7otf'-\&B^  '^•’S'Ooox^' 

IfiflOtjuK  W 00'^' Jod  Uw44i*K.>^- 4O0 

-ada  oi  ,da7obffbi  ? 0oiiwJj4?cd9foiif  iS^r^oj^ov^ib  1 '\oiln^4oU. 

Jjl^r  Ho. bfjyt  i(K»  ,„  ‘^:;^ 
bait  *fiili:»uiH  pJ 
!?(i4  tfr '’loaio'flrjyog  osi^’ Hd 
lti')« pHai/  b<lo  ^OoOdo. 


•oaq  atii  biio  aalvm  B 

4X«.  iWi- 


, ,^9wOlf' --  ^ ,■  , ,.  ■ .„  r j^n  - 

i'ii  uf^oofitiHiiaOdsi  ,"bOO'  o'MiJ  oxll  fcr  ,a|ff 

•bal  s h a(A3^artsBp9\aiiHtfwhs/i’ibiibf^h 

bttioftt^  '^fiie«fr|4cu  focr.^lT/dx^dq’  •ll'ii'|)^^‘oI  1^0 

^fcii mih  om  iiq  tw •eadai’r  f>«i« ^iOiUtai  linoW  «lnno»  ba-Msoto  Hof * 


o4t.7jiq'ioo'{' '(^ar*'4^ur-K4i<j' ^ 6lt  ^■ 

.*wTi|  Hu  &a?d'^o  eoo 'flVo  oo^  ioa  aw  ,*^®*'*^  caoi  70(r;;TOit*i»«iao^  , 

-0706  dUiS  Iflujio-o^dlJo  *• 

'.  ooiAooKw  4fabf70M|,  4?  Jmm  ,blai4is.’Wk^^^  b^iaTffbwHttOo^ma  04w'H8idiagiat|a_ 
kilt  .dJoJ  04  agooMJoidw  «o^Hd  ^iiib.o?  «sopiod  idjn  irfOJui*, 

feo.  vf.lsd  fiac  e^ij^evnqvb  I'vqidf mow 

,\atiyitt>Haut)  9df  lo  t^vkjotq 

‘ ,r  1^  ihtw  i^ioaii-wl  iiumnidoOdlia'ds^X^in  o^t 


wa/*  m ftTuoy^  -^iiaHiiaft »’ 


I ^ ‘iQOl>  ? ./jmiafeiy  oi  ^ff  Vfiulwiil  ki  ir/^fldw  iJjiw  BJodi  itox  i»«oi  i»m  1 ,iioY 

iL  . . . 1.  r I **1  t . T f..  .1.* t.  ^ rrmti  UtM  %}AM>  Mni*ra 


i?;  Ji  Ucd  liaATlwuiq  07i4»  diiw  oJna'jjioi  f'>o  y«il«'l  4^iJ  M waia 

llj^-  ^«8  ^ifeaoiiiu  oiil  ai  ^Xi^al  it-adl  ^idi  \tii 


::h 


.4 

•iii’ft. 

% - , 


' V 


443 


tl-erc  with  horses  and  household  goods,  and  hold  them  ; and  if  they  may  declare 
a;::iinst  the  right  of  either,  they  may  invade  inalienable  rights,- and  enact  l;ayr3 
not  within  the  cooipetency  of  legislation. 

The  sovereign  act  of  defining  wdiat  shall  and  what  shall  not  be  tenable  pro- 
perty by  the  citizen,  can  be  determined  only  by  the  conventional  power  of  the 
people,  forming  organic  law — a Constitution  changing  a Territory  into  a State. 
Until  the  new  State  comes  into  being,  no  power  upon  earth  can  lawfully  de[)rive 
vou  of  your  horses  and  household  good.s,  or  me  of  my  slave  in  Kansas,  unles.s 
the'  private  property  be  taken  for  public  use  with  just  compensation.  And, 
gentlemen,  you  say  truly  that  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  co’  nfry  demand  that 
it  should  be  left  to  the  people  of  the  Territories  to  determine  for  themselves,’' 
what  their  Constitution  of  Governnient  shall  be,  not  only  in  respect  to  shivery, 
but  every  other  local  (|uestioii.  The  public  peace  is  endangered  by  this  “ dis- 
turbing subject.”  It  is  a practical  question  of  right,  and  threatens  to  be  one 
of  force.  Force  has  already  been  exerted  ‘Am  the  border,”  and  in  the  face  of 
this  danger  there  is  an  organized  ‘‘  Fusion”  which  must,  if  persisted  in,  compel 
a resort  to  arms  in  order  to  resist  evil  spirits,  combined  to  repeal  the  ‘‘  Kansas 
Nebraska  bill,  and  to  re-establish  the  jlissouri  Prohibition.” 

Prior  to  1810-20,  the  Constitution  reignc^l  supreme  on  this  subject.  It  was 
then  invaded  by  a repealabie,  partial,  sectional  statute,  caviled  the  IMissouri 
Compromise.  It  w.as  the  first  separation  of  the  State.s — it  first  sectioned  the 
country  like  a survey  of  the  public  lands — it  first  said  to  the  people  the  divi- 
ding language  of  JjOt  and  Abraham — to  some  “ go  North”  to  some  “ go  South” 
— it  was  the  first  lino  vv^hich  divided  North  from  South,  more  in  feeling  than  in 
fact.  Did  it  not  make  a geographical  demarcation — a line  of  latitude,  the 
boundary  of  legal  limitations,  and  determine  that  what  was  constitutional  on 
one  side  of  it,  should  bo  unconscitutionai  on  the  other  side  of  it  ? No,  said  its 
friends  at  the  time  of  it.s  passage,  it  leaves  slavery  to  be  governed  by  the  law 
of  climate.  It  is  a climatory  not  a territorial  or  sectional  line.  It  means  to 
“ follow'  nature,”  to  let  Jack  Frost  be  king  of  the  subject;  as  slavery  was  pre- 
fiiable  South,  and  as  frost  pinched  negroe’s  toes  and  fingers  too  sharp  north  of 
3G.30  for  it  to  be  profitable  there,  the  question  never  shoulfl  be  raised  c ou-sla- 
v.erj'  south,  nor  pro-slavery  north  of  that  fine  of  latitude.  "Well  admitting  this 
to  be  a more  consistent  and  rational  construction  of  the  agreement  to  disa- 
gree,” did  the  fanatics  of  fimion”  so  aludc  it?  Never!  in  every  phase  of 
the  Compromise,  first  and  last,  they  have  broken  its  letter  and  spirit.  Inces- 
santly they  have  rai.sed  the  questio  i con-slavery  South  and  North,  East  and 
ACost  everywhere.  In  the  Smtes  uiid  Territories  and  District,  in  the  Iinliun 
country  on  the  trade  in  transitu  between  States,  Districts  and  Territories,  on 
the  acquisition  of  territory,  on  the  organization  and  admis.-^ion  of  States  into 
the  Union,  on  questions  of  peace  and  war,  ever,  everywhere,  always,  in  season 
and  out  of  season,  they  have  raised  the  question  against  slavery,  until  they 
have,  on  various  oeeasidns.  nearly  rai.-ed  the  very  demon  of  civil  war  and  disu- 
nion ! They  have  harbi.'rod  CngiLsh  emissaries  ; raivcd  Kreign  funds  ; wielded 
associated  intiuence  and  capital  ; wearied  Congress  with  petitieus  ; fatigued  the 
public  mind  with  compromises  ; filled  it  with  reviling  and  abuse  ; pcn,~fioned 
press,,  pulpit,  preacher,  teacher;  run  undergrimnd  railroads;  spirited  away 
runaways;  Irive  scattered  l.roadeast  tales  of  holy  h'^rrors;  painted  on  the 
stage,  scenes  ; written  iocr-cabin  novels;  leclureJ,  ranted,  rioted,  until  they  have 
made  us  a divided  people,  until  they  have  cut  the  continent  in  two  by  a line  ot 
border  (eu'ls  ; until  they  h-i\  J separated  our  chnrche.s  ; set  us  apart  fcOciaFy,  at 
the  v^  tering  uml  otiiei  piac.  s,  :ia<i  until  they  have  eugcmlercd  a sccnonai  an- 
tagoni  ni  more  becoming  enemies  in  hostile  array,  than  tolennt  neighbor.^  even, 
much  le.ss  “ united  brerhren” — children  of  one  father — children  of  a common 
country,  the  only  chiiJrcu  the  Father  of  that  country  ever  had,  whoce  farewell 
D still  our  warning  ! 
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Within  the  year  I have  stood  on  the  rock  of  Point  Pleasant  overlooking;  the 
grave  of  Cornstalk,  the  battle  ground  between  the  Indian  and  the  Long  Knife, 
fattened  by  the  blood  of  the  oonque;-t,  whereby  Virginia  secured  the  eaninont 
domain  of  the  whole  Northwest  Territory.  There  before  me  spread  out  that 
vast  domain,  now  a gi:mt  group  of  civilized  sovereignties,  empires  of  power,  a 
compact  tier  of  free  States  I ^Vho  made  them  free  States?  Their  niutiicr 
slave  State.  Virginia,  by  her  deed  of  ces^^ion,  on  her  own  conditions,  wiSi  a 
liberality  large  as  a love  of  continental  country,  made  Oliio  and  her  sisters  of 
the  Northwest  Territory  free  States.  Tier’s  was  no  VTlmot  Proviso.  It  was  a 
whole  and  entire  grant  to  freedom,  the  first  ever  made  upon  earth  like  it,  and 
made  before  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  formed.  After  “a  more 
perfect  Union”  was  frnned,  a permanent,  uniform,  universal,  organic  law  began 
to  reign.  It  left  the  domestic  institutirins  with  the  States.'  It  defines  the  only 
cases  w’bere  the  Federal  authority  can  intervene.  One  of  the  cases  is  that  of  a 
slave  flying  from  one  S^ate  to  another,  he  shall  be  restored  to  his  master.  iJy 
a double  tier  of  laws,  Federal  and  State,  by  constitutional  and  by  statute  laws, 
the  master  may  reclaim  him.  And  yet,  gentlemen,  though  thus  fortified  by 
laws,  organic  and  legislative,  State  and  Federal,  I might  as  well  have  a thousand 
dclhirs  floating  on  a chip  in  the  CHiio  river,  as  to  own  a slave,  worth  that  sum 
on  the  Virginia  shores  of  that  river  ! What  then  ? The  laws  do  not  reign  I 
The  very  free  soil  which  Virginia  first  consecrated  on  the  continent  is  made  the 
nndergroun'l  for  the  railr<>ud,-  of  her  runaways  I 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  Webster  once  asked  a group  of  Southern  members  of  Con- 
gress, of  whom  1 was  one,  with  an  efi'ect  I can  never  forget : “ Shall  your 
children  be  aliens  to  my  children — shall  my  children  be  aliens  to  your  children  ?” 
And  now  w'hilst  Fusioiiist.s  are  ‘Kling-donizing”  us  about  e.lien^  and  foreign  in- 
fluence, I ask,  in  the  language  of  Scripture  : “ Who  is  our  brother  ?”  Shall 
Ohio  be  alien  and  enemy  to  Virginia? — shall  Virginia  be  alien  and  enemy  to 
Ohio? — Should  Ohio  be  thus  a land  of  refuge  from  her  mother  State  ? — Was 
it  for  this  that  the  North  West  was  ceded  ? — that  Ohio  was  made  perpetually 
free  by  Virginia?  Bitter,  bitter  retiecti;ns  far  a Virginia  son,  proud  of  what 
his  mother  State  has  done  for  liberty  and  union  ! I looked  up  and  dowm  the 
Ohio  and  Kanawha  river  valleys,  and  saw  the  richest  soil  and  minerals — the 
most  beautiful  lands  I have  ever  known  God’s  sun  to  shine  upon,  or  heaven’s 
dews  to  water  ; lands  more  valuable  for  slave  labor  than  any  others  to  be  found 
in  our  limits.  And  yet  no  slave  can  safely  be  carried  there  to  labor.  And 
what  the  State  of  Ohio  is  to  the  frontier  tier  of  counties  on  those  rivers,  they 
, scon  must  become  to  the  counties  behind  them  in  the  interior  of  Virginia,  be- 
cause DO  tic,  no  interest,  no  association  of  slavery  can  exist  there.  Tnus,  like 
the  cancer,  “ Freesoil  and  Fusion”  are  eating  into  our  very  vitais.  Thus  arc 
we  constricted  in  our  rights  of  property,  in  our  peace  and  personal  saftuy  ! 
With  this  example,  can  you  wonder  that  the  State  of  Mi.ssouri  should  be  deeply 
excited  and  interested  by  the  attempt  of  associated  wealth  and  influence — per- 
haps foreign  influence  in  p;irt — to  constrict,  her  border  in  like  manner  by  a cor- 
don of  Fusion  and  Freesoil.'’”  Tell  me,  gentlemen,  vrould  any  foreign  power 
be  allowed  to  insult  and  endanger  thc.w!n>le  nation  as  the  slave-hohiing  Stai.e.s 
and  their  citizeu.s  are  outraged  in  every  offensive  form  bv  the  Fusioni.sts  of  t.ie 
North?  Tell  me  not  they  arc  weak  and  harmless  when  they  can  send  so  many 
> Senators  au'l  Kepresentatives  to  Congress — when  they  can  form  the  mo.'t  fonni- 
dable  political  parties — so  long  ns  they  can  .seize  and  hold  such  States  tUt 
venerable  mother  State  (.>t  Hancock  and  desecrate  Faneuil  IbiU — so  long  .as  tii’y 
can  carry  Ohio — so  lung  as  tlu/y  can  flis-tract  and  divide  and  dwarf  in  the  l.-nO'D 
the  very  Empire  State  of  New  York!  UTmt,  then,  is  to  be  done?  The 
“envy,  barred,  malice  and  all  uncharitableness”  which  this  engenders  cauiiot 
continue  to  smoulder  much  longer  without  bursting  out  into  a general  and  de- 
vouring name.  The  Kansa.s-Ncbraska  bill  repealed  the  odious  mark  whence 
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I lice  and  rxiiscLief  burled  incendiary  torches  across  the  border  line.  It  removed 
f a heart-burning  statute  of  sectioaulism  and  attempted  restore  peace  umler 
I the  mgis  of  the  Conscitutiou.  But  the  cry  is.  now  : Bepeal  of  the  Kaiisas- 

I Nebraska  bill  and  restoration  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  !’'  This  raises  the 
f issue  : ‘-Shall  the  Cf'nstitution  reign  as  it  did  reign  from  the  year  1780  to  the 
I years  1S19-20  With  head  and  heart,  might  and  soul,  I unite  with  you  for 
f the  reign  of  the  Constitution  over  all  compromises  I No  higher,  no  lov;er  law 
than  the  Constitution. 

Are  the  Fusionists,  indeed,  fatally  bent  on  dissolution  of  the  Union,  or  a 
civil,  sectional  war  ? I tell  you  solemnly,  that  depends  upon  the  strength, 
nerve,  virtue  and  wisdom  of  the  sound,  conscientious,  conservative  patriots  in 
the  North.  If  you  can  come  to  the  aid  of  the  Constitution,  at  this  crisis,  big 
with  the  fate  of  the  Union,  it  may  be  saved.  "*God  Almight}’-  grant  it!  The 
Union,  I say  to  you,  as  I have  said  to  the  8outh,  as  I have  said  first  and  said 
last  and  delight  to  repeat — the  Union  is  one  of  the  most  ju'oeious  rights  of  the 
States.  I never  meant  thereby  to  express  the  sentiment  implied  by  the  plat- 
form of  the  Pandemoniums  at  I'hiladeiphia— that,  per  se,  it  is  the  most  pre- 
cious of  rights,  and  must  be  preserved  at  every  sucrifleo.  I never  uttered 
? such  error  as  that;  but  1 do  say  that  the  Union  is  the  sacred  palladium  of  our 
j highest  and  holiest  rignts.  It  is,  if  you  please,  not  of  itself  liberty,  it  is  not 
I equality,  it  is  not  sovereignty,  it  is  not  independence — it  is  not  especially,  the 
j end  of  our  government,  but  it  is  the  means  by  which  all  the  ends  wo  ought  to  aim 
I at  are  secured,  aud  it  is  the  means  which  Washington  relied"  on  as  indispensa- 
i ble  to  our  existence  ^as  a people.  It  is  the  “ E Pluribus  Unum”  by  which  one 
! is  made  thirty-one  in  strength,  by  which  Virginia’s  sovereignty  is  fortined  thir- 
ty-fold. Pleasured  by  whac  it  is  capable  of  attaining,  by  what  it  binds  and 
holds  fast,  by  what  it  has  done  and  may  do  yet  for  this  people  and  all  men,  it  is 
i inestimable.  It  achieved  the  American  Kevolution,  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  Constitution,  settlement  of  the  public  lands,  the  land  system,  the 
peace  policy,  the  second  war  for  “free  trade  and  sailor’s  rights,’’  the  principles 
of  neutral  rights,  the  long  line  of  measures  for  development  and  progress  of  the 
human  species,  the  acquisitions  from  Mexico,  and  is  the  bulwark  of  freedom 
and  the  hope  of  the  oppressed  throughout  the  world.  It  docs  not  consist  in 
the  mere  confederacy  or  joining  of  States.  It  consists  in  the  Constitution,  in 
the  love  and  affecti<)n  an-1  brotherhood  of  our  people  throughout  the  country. 
If  these  links  be  broken  it  is  dissolved.  If  broken  and  it  binds  at  all,  it  will 
bind  as  a chain  and  it  will  gall  as  a chain,  and  it  will  cease  to  bind  when  fetters 
find  foes  who  will  not  be  bound  by  them.  I for  one  had  rather  see  the  conti- 
nent shaken  by  earthrjuakes  than  to  see  the  Union  of  these  States  dissolved, 

J but  it  is  simply  the  means  of  innumerable  and  inestimable  ends  of  good;  and  if 
I it  ceases  to  subserve  them,  to  secure  liberty,  equality,  sovereignty,  indepen- 
I dence,  peace,  power,  aud  pre-eminence  ainoiig  the  nations  of  tlie  earth,  let  it 
I meet  its  fate  I Why  make  a sacritlco  to  save  it?  We  will  not  count  its  cost — 
I no  mere  material  ir.t0re.5t  could  weigii  it  down  in  the  scales;  but  it  is  with  the 
[political  union  of  the  States  as  it  is  with  the  matrimonial  union  of  person.s ; the 
i oath  of  the  altar,  love,  truth,  constancy,  fidelity  require  devotion,  devotion  to 
j the  I;vst  extremity — ro  bear  and  forbear — to  make  any  and  every  honorable 
sacrifice — tb  count  mere  intcre.st  nothing;  but  if  honor  he  touched,  then  on 
the  iiiritant,  to  dissolve  the  bands  wliicii  bind  to  infimy,  though  it  break  the 
bands  v\hich  bind  to  life  I An-l,  I ask,  will  not  the  slave  States  be  dishonored  if 
they  allow  themselves  to  be  provincialized  by  being  excluded  from  equaiity  in 
the  b'nioa  I The  Fusionists  intend  that  'liey  shall  be  so  dishonored.  Tlieir  intent 
shall  never  be  executed  ! We  will  cling  to  the  Constitution,  and  when  that  is 
assailed,  we  will  defend  it  with  all  the  means  which  God  aud  nature  have  put 
into  our  hands;  and  when  these  fail,  the  Union,  the  eagle,  the  flag,  will  be  but 
emblems  of  a pa.st  Bepublic,  destroyed  by  a weakness  and  wickedness  unparai- 
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lelerl  in  the  folly  and  crime  of  mankind  I We  demand  nothing  eke  but  e-nod 
faith  ill  kecpinir  the  covenants  of  the  Constitution.  We  demand  not  that  ut.y 
other  people  should  be  sla-veholders.  ,We  will  certainly  not  force  a slave  upon 
their  service.  Hut  we  do  demand  to  be  “ let  alone’' — to  he  left  undistnreJ  in 
our  rights,  and  unmolested  to  enjoy  the  property  protected  by  our  laws.  If 
we  are  not  allowed  to  be  and  remain  at  peace,  we  must  prepare,  for  war.  T’ue 
hypocrites  and  knaves  who  are  trading  on  the  pious  attachment  of  our  peopde  m 
the  Union  will  find,  when  it  is  too  late,  that  slaveholders  can  be  driven  to  self- 
defence,  and  that  they  can  trust — but  I forbear  I We  will  unite  to  prevent 
horrors  which  it  is  painful  to  imagine  in  the  worst^  even,  of  contingencies  to 
come. 

As  to  the  secret  “ Am.ericans” — the  Know  Nothings — day  has  broke  upon 
them.  And  if  is  amusing  to  see  Sam's  bats  and  owl.'^  of  midnight,  fiittiny  and 
flapping,  blind,  about  in  the  sunlight.  They  are  seeking  sorrily  to  skulk  from 
light  and  sight — here  some  flap  back  to  poor,  deserted  Whiggery,  and  there 
some  escape  to  the  “ Ilepublicau"  fu.sion.  The  day  has  dissolved  the  charm. 
The  true  bird  of  America,  Jove's  own  eagle,  is  on  a wing  that  never  tires,  in 
the  lambent  light  of  the  mid-heavens.  Uncle  Sara  has  roused  himself  an  i 
shaken  ou  the  slumber  and  stupor  of  the  night  dreams,  and  is  at  his  active 
work  in  broad  day. 

The  devil  baited  the  honks  of  some  preachers  with  the  politics  of  the  Pope's 
big  toe  : and  the  hooks  of  some  politicians  with  the  uncc-rigbteoiisnes'  of  a 
knavish  priestcraft,  and  set  them  b<ibbing  together  for  the  souls  of  dupes,  for 
the  corruption  of  the  Church,  and  for  tiie  destruction  of  the  State.  2So  heat 
but  one  could  have  ever  welded  such  a fusion.  In  the  Shades  they  were  taught 
their  part.s  by  the  gloom  light  of  the  Dark  Lantern  ! I^ut — 

‘‘  The  sun  it  in  the  heavens,  and  life  on  eai'th  !’’ 

Pay  has  caught  them  in  their  incantations,  and  light  is  dispelling  their  mysfe. 
lies.  The  next  you  will  see  of  Sam,  he  will  be^-on  his  knees  praying  ayains, 
slavery  and  John  Parleycorn.  He  has  dropped  Pope  Pius  Konus,  and  has  jus 
discovered,  after  all  he  has  said  about  his  Holiness'  supremacy,  that  every  na- 
turalized Catholic  takes  an  oath  expressly  to  renounce  all  allegiance  to  any  and 
every  prince,  povver.  pottmt.ato.  king,  sovereign  or  state,  and  particular!}'  to  the 
prince,  power,  potentate,  king,  sovereign  or  .state,  of  which  ho  was  before  a. 
subject.  And  he  begins  to  admit  that  if  an  extra-judicial  oath  may  bind  a 
Know-Nothing  to  pas>ive  obe  lienee  and  non-resistance  to  an  unseen,  intangib’e. 
irresponsible,  se-'-rec  oligarcb.y,  that  perchance,  we  may  rely  on  the  judicial 
oaths  of  naturalized  citizens  to  renounce  allegiance  to  all  supremacy  whatever 
except  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

.1  give  you  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  in  opposition  to  the  sumptuary  laws 
wliich  have  of  late  years  di-graeed  the  codes  of  some  of  our  States.  ^Vhy, 
some  Legislatures  .-eem  to  have  lost  the  born-books  of  personal  liberty  I T’n -y 
are  for  free  soil  and  free  negroes,  but  war  upon  the  liuer'ies  of  free  -white  meni 
They  seem  to  have  never  known  that  there  svere  such  things,  first  invente  i xi 
North  America,  a^^  bibs  of  rlght.=,  defining  those  vrhicii  are  inalienable  and  fin- 
ing the  iimit.s  of  legislation  I Where  was  the  principle  of  Liquor  laws  tc*  stop:' 
No  -^-here  short  of  invad'.ng  every  inalienable  right  of  individual  man.  L 
rnunicipa.l  law  cannot  touch  vested  riohc.s,  riiueh  le-s  can  it  invade  the  natura. 
rights  of  the  individu:  1 person.  In  STich  a doinini-m  as  that  of  Kna-land.  -ti’''  y 
mav  hardly  dare  to  cc  dine  the  rights  c:  the  person  to  ‘‘air,  to  I'ght  an  : ‘ ■ 
flowin::  water,"  at  thi-  day  ; huit  here  there  never  was  a moment,  since  c/l”'..:  ' 
time.s,  when  tne  rigtits  of  persons  were  not  infinitely  extended  beyond  ti, 
out  of  the  reach  of  h^iri.slarion.  Ob.  ! but  they  say  that  such  laws  arc  ^mon-ry. 
not  surnptu'iry.  Ami  who  ma<le  them  Ho.spitalers  of  Hygeia,  health  - i' 
the  people  ? Health  is  about  as  private  a possession,  about  as  ^'•intus  ct  in  cn*‘  ^ 
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personal  as  any  man  can  be  endowed  with.  Who  created  a government  to 
turn  Quack  and  proscribe  physio  ? “ Physic  to  the  dogs  !”  There  are  other 

things  which  destroy  health  besides  alcohol.  Eating  as  well  as  drinking,  glut- 
tony as  well  as  drunkenness  hurts  health.  Will  any  one  say  that  legishition 
may  take  charge  of  my  table,  and  my  diet  and  appetite,  and  say  what  I shall 
eat?  If  they  may  prohibit  a man  from  baying  and  selling  whiskey,  may  they 
not  prohibit  his  planting  and  sowing  on  his  own  fee-simple- soil,  of  his  buying 
and  selling  the  corn  and  rje  from  which  the  whiskey  is  distilled  ? Again, 
French  corsets  haye  hurt  more  the  Imalth  of  whole  generations,  have  crippled 
for  their  own  lives  and  for  their  posterity  too,  more  women  and  children  than 
ever  John  Barleycorn  slew  of  men  ! Shall  a Kiss  committee  be  allowed  by  law 
to  inspect  ^dadame’s  and  Miss’s  chambers,  and  see  whether  whalebone  ;i.nd  iiard 
cord  encompass  ladies’  W'aists  too  tight?  I'he  idea  would  be  ridiealous,  if  it 
was  not  so  insufferably  tyrannous.  Mou  cannot  legislate  men  to  moraliry;  you 
must  educate  them  to  liberty  aud  virtue.  IMauners  and  morals  must  begin  at 
the  mother’s  knee  ; must  be  trained  in  the  schools,  and  home  and  domestic 
teaching  must  give  to  the  country  pupils  fit  for  the  schools,  and  the  schools 
must  give  to  the  country  a people  who  vrill  rcciulre  no  such  despotic  laws.  They 
don’t  suit  a people  fit  to  be  free  : they  corrupt  and  demoralize  a people  already 
fit  to  bo  slaves.  The  last  source  I would,  appeal'  to,  for  temperance  in  eating 
and  drinking,  is  a Legislature,  Federal  or  State.  0 I ye  3Ietropolitau  high 
livers  I what  tales  Champagne  and  London  Bock,  and  canvas  backs,  and  terra- 
pins, and  oysters  could  tell  upon  your  example  of  abstemioiisness  and  self-de- 
nial ! How  your  temperance  tells  upon  your  livers  ! and  your  legislation,  too, 
at  times  I The  truth  is,  all  these  “isms”  come  from  the  same  nidus  of  the 
same  cocatrix.  They  come  from  the  Scribes- and  Pharisees,  who  would  take 
care  of  others’  consciences;  they  are  inventions  of  ambitious  prior’*:craft — or 
men  who  have  a little  religion  to  help  their  secular  affairs,  and  who  are  a little 
wmrldiy  to  help  their  religious  affairs — of  “ preachers  of  Christian  politics,” 
who  are  subtloly  aspiring  to  civil,  secular  and  political  power — of  men  w’ho  don’t 
“render  unto  Cmsar  the  things  which  are  Cmsar’s,”  nor  “unto  God  the  things 
which  are  God’s” — of  hypocrites  who  would  siiperscrviceably  cut  off  an  ear  fur 
their  Master  with  the  sword,  without  his  orders  and  against  his  law,  and  who 
would  deny  Him  thrice  before  the  cock  crew  once.  And  those  are  aided  by 
cowardly  and  knavish  politicians,  who  either  fear  or  fawn  upon  their  secret  and 
sinister  inilueuces.  We  have  only  to  drive  out  all  such  from  the  temple,  as  the 
dove-sellers  were  driven  out  by  the  Master  whose  “pure  and  undetiledTelivion 
before  God  and  the  Father  is,  to  visit  the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  and  to  keep 
one’s  seif  unspotted  from  the  world  I” 

Finally,  gentlemen,  according  with  you,  as  I do,  in  the  leading  principles  of 
'■  your  platform,  I cordiaily  accept  your  invitation  to  unite  with  you  in  engrafting 
1 them  upon  the  policy  of  the  country.  And  I especially  concur  with  you  in  the 
I sentiment  that  it  is  iinon  principle  alone  we  ought  to  unite;  and  that  all  coali- 
i tions  between  those  who  essentially  differ  on  cardinal  points,  are  unprincipled 
j and  demoralizing.  And  hero  I might  pause;  but,  long  as  this  letter  is,  I have 
ja  word  more  to  say.  I lir»pe  I have  answered  your  kind  compliment  in  its  own 
I spirit,  without  enouiring  whether  your  have  any  alias — any  other  mime  under 
I Heaven  by  which  you  are  known  among  men  than  that  of  National  Hemocrats. 
I have  purposely  omitted  to  do  so. 

Like  yoursedves,  another  body  of  Democrats  of  New  York,  lately,  approached 
me  fairly  and  openly,  and  I responded  gratefully  to  them  as  I do  to  you.  I 
was  soon  upbraided  with  having  given  “ aid  and  comfort”  to  a certain  party 
called  “ Softs.”  Now.  some  one  may  say  that  I have  likewise  given  in  adhe- 
sion to  the  llards  of  New  York.  Well,  all  I can  say  for  myself  is,  that  [ don’t 
mean  to  know  any  Hard  or  Soft  names  fiw  my  friends  who  will  unite  with  me 
in  “ the  mission  of  the  Democracy  to  proclaim  and  maintain  the  great  doctrine 
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of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  to  uphold  and  enforce  the  constitution  in  its 
sublime  principies  of  justice  and  equality.” 

You  must  not  wonder  that  your  i)emocratic  friends  in  Virginia  are  often  con- 
fused by  names  and  things  in  New  York.  We  wish  to  see  a united  Dcmocruv'^y 
there  on  the  old  grounds  of  elefferson  and  Jackson.  Vie  hear  of  IJar-l,  and 
Soft,  and  Half  Shells,  and  the  ideas  we  form  of  them  can  be  best  illustrated  by 
a subject  of  natural  history.  We  have  iu  our  waters  gentlemen,  a crustaceous 
animal  called  a crab — a sea  fish,  with  fins  and  claws  at  both  ends,  and  it  can 
run  either  end  foremost.  Poke  at  him  this  way  and  he  runs  that — that  way 
and  he  runs  this  1 He  is  remarkable,  gentlemen,  for  bis  transformations.  At 
one  time  catch  him  and  crack  his  claw  and  his  shell  is  hard,  very  hard,  bard 
enough  for  barnacles  to  grow  upon  bis  back,  and  it  will  not  separate  or  be  de- 
tached from  the  inner  cuticle.  In  that  state  be  is  the  Hard  Crab  proper.  At 
another  time,  catch  him  and  crack  his  claw — when  he  is  hard,  be  sure  to  crack 
his  claw,  gentlemen,  aiill  you  will  find  that,  though  bis  outer  shell  is  still  very 
hard,  yet  it  will  separate  and  can  be  detached  from  the  inner  cuticle  or  film  over 
the  muscles.  He  is  then  called  the  “ Peeler,”  his  shell  will  peal  oil  from, 
without  breaking,  the  inner  shell.  Later,  catch  him  and  you  need  not  crack 
his  claw'  to  see  what  he  is,  for  his  outer  shell  is  then  opening  at  every  suture, 
and  the  crab  is  swelling  out  of  its  Hard  and  taking  upon  itself  its  Soft  shell. 
In  that  state  he  is  called  a “Luster,”  bursting  his  shell.  And  as  “Peeler” 
or  “Buster”  he  is  very  fat,  and  a bait  fit  to  catch  the  very  “ monarchs  of  the 
deep”  with  I L.u.tCT  still,  he  has  slipped  out  of  his  hard  shell,  by  a sort  of  pe- 
ristaltic motion,  and  left  it  along  the  strand,  and  has  become  wholly  a soft  crab. 
In  that  state  he  i.s  good  bait  too,  and  is  preyed  upon  by  hard  crabs  and  other 
fishes,  and  he  is  inert  and  can  hardly  crawl  out  of  harm’s  way.  Then,  again, 
this  same  crab,  gjotlcmen,  begins  to  haraen  from  soft  to  bard  again,  as  he  had 
before  softened  from  hard  to  soft.  Found  in  this,  his  second  intermediate  state, 
he  has  become  poor  but  more  active,  is  not  so  good  for  bait,  and  he  is  called  a 
“ Buckram,”  for  that  he  is  so  like- the  fabric  of  that  name,  and  his  shell  is  then 
flexible  like  vellum.  So  that  you  see  we  have  an  idea  of  some  Hards  who  arc 
“ Peelers,”  tending  to  Soft,  and  of  some  Softs  who  are  “ Buckrams,”  tending 
to  Hards.  xVnd  there  is  such  a Hardening  to  Soft,  and  such  a Softening  to 
Hard,  that-  w'e  cannot  distinguish  the  politicians  of  New  York  as  we  do  crabs — 
sometimes  by  sight,  sometimes  by  touch,  and  sometimes  by  cracking  their  claws. 
But  this  I do  say,  that  I rhink  I can  see  you  are  Democrats;  that  I can  distin- 
guish yob,  unmistakably,  by  the  platform  of  principle  you  have  put  forth,  and 
I am  anxious  and  ready  to  ^tand  by  and  with  and  for  any  portion  of  the  De- 
mocracy of  New  York  wlio  will  unite  on  the  platform  of  civil  and  religious  lib- 
erty, as  defined  by  the  constitution  and  bills  of  rights  of  our  State  and  Federal 
governments,  and  as  defend(.'d  by  our  State  sovereignties  and  our  Federal  Union. 
I cannot  and  will  not  unite  with  any  "Wiimot  Proviso,  with  any  dark  lantern, 
or  with  any  sumptuary  law  party  ! 

Aqd  how  is  it  that  New  i ork  is  divided  against  herself  in  this  great  cause, 
“ which,  down  the  tide  of  time,  unborn  ages  yet  will  honor  and  admire  ?”  She, 
the  Empire  State — she,  the  centre  of  commerce — she,  the  citv  set  upon  a hill, 
to  waste  her  strength,  to  expend  her  substance,  to  dwmrf  her  infiucnce,  to  lower 
her  dignity,  to  eclipse  the  light  of  her  owm  fame  and  glory  by  distracting  divi- 
sions, by  disas'TOus  discord,  by  eonfusicn  of  her  friends  and  fn.^ion  of  her  foes  ' 
Bally  and  rescue  ! Shall  the  .spoils  separate  us  from  each  other  and  from  oar 
country?  No  I nor  principalities,  nor  powmr.'^,  nor  things  present,  nor  things  to 
come.  We  will  strike  together,  and  strike  home  for  our  God,  our  Country  ami 
cur  Constitution  I 

Yours,  in  the  faith, 

HENBY  A.  WISE. 

To  Alexr  C.  Morton,  Chairman,  &c.  &c. 
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f THE  KNOW  XOTIIIXa  PHILADELPHIA  PLATFOM. 

I ■ 

f . NOTES  AND  COMMENTS. 

I • 

I On  the  14tb  June,  1855,  an  Astrologer  announced  in  the  papers  that  there 

I was  to  be  a grand  conjunction  of  the  sun,  moon,  and  the  plinet  tSaturn, ’which 
portended,  among  other  things,  fires,  diseases,  accidents,  and  loss  of  reputation 
f to  the  vulgar.  This  dire  conjunction  brought  forth,  also,  the  platform  of  the 
I Know  Nothing  Convention.  l\’ho,  after  this,-  shall  doubt  the  iotlueuoe  of  the 
I stars  ! Saturn  is  of  course  the  placet  that  presides  over  the  destinies  of  Sam, 

S their  initials  being  the  same.  But  Saturn  alone  could  do  nothing;  he  was  eom- 
f polled  to  call  in  the  assistance  of  the  sun  and  moon,  and  then,  with  “ a long 
I puli,  a strong  pull,  and  a pull  altogether,”  Sam  was  delivered  of  a Platform, 
f But  the  operation  broke  him  in  two  : 

I Parturient  aontes  ; nascitnr  ridiculus  mns. 

1'  , ■ ' , 

( From  all  parts  of  the  country  came  the  picked  men  of  the  party.  There 
I W’as  assembled  the  very  flower  of  Know  Nothingisra,  the  quintessence,  the  adar 
I (jul  of  that  inimitable  Order.  The  convention  was  the  mirror  of  Sambodum. 

I But  this  was  not  enough  : the  cream  of  this  incomparable  galaxy  was  skimmed 
i off  and  set  apart  to  elaborate  a scheme  of  principles  wherewith  to  butter  the 
! brains  of  the  people.  And  now,  with  the  aid  of  the  sun,  moon  and  Saturn,  to 
j say  nothing  of  his  rings  and  his  moons,  here  it  is.  . 

I On  looking  it  over,  however,  the  first  impression  that  is  felt,  is  a doubt  as  to 
I its  authenticity.  In  all  fairness,  the  opinion  of  the  public  gave  the  Know 
i Nothings  credit  for  that  common  degree  of  ability  that  is  found  in  the  ordinary 
I proceedings  of  the  most  unpretending  meetings  of  citizen.s,  everywhere  in  our 
! country.  There  are  some  very  respectable  truisms,  trite  and  hackneyed  by  fre- 
quent repetition,  indeed,  in  the  platform.  But  they  are  out  of  place,  vaguely 
expressed,  and  utterly  insignidcani  vrhere  they  stand.  They  do  not  save  the 
rest  of  the  document , they  infuse  no  life  into  the  inert  pile.  Yet,  since  tiiere 
is  every  appearance  of  its  orncial  character,  and  meetings  of  Know  Nothings 
Lave  endorsed  it,  let  us  regard  it  as  authentic. 

I.  The  first  Article  is  decidedly  misplaced  in  a declaration  of  political  princi- 
ples. Any  one  in  the  least  imbued  with  religious  feeling,  must  be  shocked  to 
see  the  Deity  called  down,  as  ir  vrere,  o preside  over  a deiiberatiou  such  as  this 
Know  Nothing  Convention  mu-t  have  presented.  For,  in  reading  this  article, 
the  mind  recalls  a certuiu  other  platform  of  more  ancient  date  and  higher  sanc- 
\ tion,  having  as  a clause  of  its  first  article  : “Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of 
I the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain ; for  liie  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltless  that  laketh 
his  name  in  vain.”  dVhat  right  had  the  Convention  to  disregard  the  common- 
est decencies  which  eveu  the  irreligious  observe  before  tlje  sober  eye  ot  the 
public?  Besides,  did  it  not  occur  to  any  one  of  that  assembly  that  it  ill  be- 
came the  state  of  monality  to  assume  that  tone  of  patronizing  siiperioritv  to- 
■ wards  the  Supreme  Being,  which  would  be  olLndyc  and  impertinent,  towards 
a mere  man  whose  dignity  of  character,  age  or  station  entitled  him  to  particu- 
lar respect  ? 

But  what,  in  the  name  of  a 1 the  darkness  of  Egypt,  is  to  be  understood  by 
every  step  by  which  we  bat  3 advanced  to  the  character  an  iudepeudent 
nation?”  or,  again,  by  scuu.  token  of  providential  a'je.n<aj.'^  It  is  scircely 
. possible  even  to  speak  of  thi.s  first  article  without  the  appearance  of  profane- 
ness.  But  surely  the  observation  may  be  made  that  there  would  have  been,  at 
gome  meaning  in  a token  of  providential  favor’*  There  is  no  Knew 
Nothing  but  must  have  had  an  ooportunity  of  bearing  that  not  only  our  career 
. 29 

i 

i 

i 


i 

■ 


»-iV 


'J. 


e<4 


fV' 


MoiTA.n  Aui^jaaAJTH^  oxniTO)e/77o;CT  inr 

.eXJMMI<ef>0  aWA  tlTOtr  ,- 


y,T^  I 


^ t 
S' 


»(ft  ai  £re<>ff/w>aoir*w^f>IpittA  0ii  edc8^  ,50t#l»  dJ^(  ®di  oO 

f/tfJ  ,o0orfi  ,oj>a  91L1  oof JDay^uoy  baist^  c oii  oJ  tr.yi 

b|W»h*t| 
09 

rroajt 


)o  enimjUiok^di  >r>vo  *5i^r«i  fWij  Jea«iq  psioo^  lo  if  aiuifi2  ! 


-ttftvj  eaw  oil  Mw  ^m>U  flib)a6  ir^iJr 

«»*  liliw  fSaoit  ^0  sSKiofiJ«jKJ«*’9jj  «ribio  ot  l>yli>r| 

fl  uii^  1 bon  ,fbq  0 ,lluq 

-.-iJ  '‘  - owi  ci,  told  ei^  (sob^JtsKicr  fd4*iai 

,»i^  ;:■.. -T' ^’Ma'53  ^#««Wj»3iNi 


J'fT- 


I 

I / 


V-S?-' 


■r'V  -I-'  . 

OTddT  ‘.vhfl<|  $d).j0  Ip  raoil 

TXi\>xi  WaoX  Ij-TAT  a^dt  Hldmy^eii  f^aw 

msbodmitd  }o  pdTiia.i&blp  iiidi  to  Wftj 

Biw  9fdV'^1o,,wli^TO'  &dr  i^uoa$  tm  8*V  ,8^.» 

9)PJ'  i^L'd  ol W'&fti'Pd^  «‘Mi;tod0W'OJ  47«qd''4'^''ban'  lo. 

' ^ ^ 01  ,aTc»u8  boM  ao-ftdi  ^00^  aitfl . ^0  «wfj  dsiir  ^vp'a  6iil  ltd  eoiitl 

■■■'^  0^  tii  ^rf’tmb  iis#  pili'-  Jif  gmtef  itO 

‘ '^t0nib.‘i^>‘ddf  .«r_bid^%p,  iad'i  xMUdiii  t-j  k^rwdJoK. 

j^ipr  f^to  9iPdT'^'Ttii«ood 
■ - i'.  ,dPi?'^|d9T  iboup 


&H)  .m&i  :oa 


^iodi  dodw  dim 'd^tkSr:'' ^d5'd1a^W  To  iffari 


■;^r- 

4’'; 


4pmi<(;  mi!,  ddj'  ■ il 

01  b^idv>od«  ed  ''d^w  nr  ooVVd  jC*  .safq 

'ifd) -.6^^  ibi>fi  u<>iiina4dfld}  f d •■;^dt9'#''^^''td^  »dJ  (m 

Moiiii  udi  riff  won^i 

10  nm&t  f>dy-»djt>i'd^''4tmk:'  wf^- **'  -M  a m ^hiifMui  ,ooit  j' 

dj.iiifcl  ad^ ;bf^0  yil^^btcJl  udt 

-admato^  ^di  bvt^»yrh'^'^’'iihis'U^  dl  otiiPa^ld 

eda  .'/d-^  Vjd^’B''i^  eru!ti$i  titroi0iitti 

ilNih6fk  xl4t&9B^f>  3i  dad  ii:m>  ' i oijd*^ 

•oip^jhotiaqda  arfj  9in#i 

8bi4;»m  ^cauln-j-iiitfc  Jbni  dyid»f  febr«ir 

di  ^ia90iCt4}4d  'lo  d««^iir^0*y  m»oJ  0 

..li*  «9j6  ■#  -Bff'  ' # ,Tl0»j»M 

ijifdvr'SifH,  ’% 


m^  - . ' 


vr<^}^  od  id  wdl-y  Uiifi^bivf^  Vo^u^ddl  **  0 «i  ^oirtiiViii  **»©« 

tWiAd  ?0O  ?{oo  400  tedi  ^uiiioii  lo  ytlaolna^b  09  b«i  ovt>d  mtm  gaid4o>l 

..miM  . ^ .:.;-''t  1 


V :a 


'H|j; 


450 


as  a nation  is  conducted  l»y  providential  agency,  but  the  very  least  occurrence 
that  takes  place  is  the  result  of  that  agency.  Not  a sparrow  can  fail  to  the 
ground  without  it. 

Whatever  reason  can  be  supposed  to  have  led  to  this  acknowledgment/^  bv 
that  same  reason  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  anil 
a state  of  future  reward  and  punishment,  or  eternal  responsibility,  ought  to  have 
been  inserted  in  the  Flatform.  And  their  non-appearance  is,  in  view  of  the 
first  article,  a fair  Rud  irresistible  presumption  that  the  Knovv^  Nothing  leaders 
knew  they  could  not  obtain  a concurrence  of  the  majority  of  the  body  to  these 
points  : or,  that  they  themselves  were  not  willing  to  profess  them. 

II.  The  second  Article  of  their  creed  is  composed  of  as  much  froth  and  fus- 
tian, and  as  many  long  words  of  three,  four  and  five  syllables,  about  patriotism, 
the  revolution,  &c.,  ckc.,  as  could  be  packed  into  the  space  assigned.  “ Senti- 
ments of  profoundly  intense  American  feeling!”  (Quotha!)  This  is  piling 
up  the  agony  to  some  purpose  ; not  content  with  a feeling,  or  the  sentiment  of 
a feeling,  they  must  have  a profoundly  intense  feeling  to  have  a sentiment  of,  to 
be  put  under  development  and  cultivation,  like  a tender  exotic  under  a glass 
bell,  to  be  put  into  the  second  article  of  the  Platform — and  no  where  else.  For 
out  of  this  article  there  is  mighty  little  account  made  of  emulation  and  ven- 
eration,” or  “ patriotism  and  heroism,”  or  ‘Mnstitutions  and  constitutions,” 
Their  passionate  attachment  is  to  the  emoluments  of  the  ofiiees  they  are  longing 
for,  and  most  of  them  would  nnd  will,  in  time  to  come,  be  seen  kicking  the 
A'ational  Platform  from  ])avi  to  Beershebo,  if  a five,  three  or  two  thousand  dol- 
lar office  is  danced  before  their  eyes,  as  no  small  portion  of  them  are  even  now 
kicking  and  trampling  upon  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

III.  The  third  Article  is,  “The  maintenance  of  the  Union  of  these  United 
States.”  Well  done  Is  it  really  possible  that  Sam,  in  bis  High-migbtines.s 
will  condescend  to  let  us  preserve  the  Union  ? We  ought  to  be  thankful.  But 
not  too  fast — there  is  a qualification  : “ as  the  paramount  political  good.”  This 
spoils  all.  The  beginning  was  excellent  and  complete  in  itself,  ^am  was  not 
willing,  however,  to  leave  us  the  Union  simply  and  unconditionally.  The  ex- 
istence of  the  clique  of  political  agitators,  w’ho  are  endeavoring  to  create  a new 
party,  alone  is  a danger  to  our  Union.  The  prominence  they  assign  to  tiiis 
question  of  the  inaintenance  of  the  Union,  is  most  inauspicious.  And  their 
evident  determination  to  agitate  the  subject,  is  an  imminent  peril  to  that  Union, 
which  it  behooves  every  good  citizen  of  the  republic  to  watch  with  the  utmost 
solicitude.  Fortunately,  the  party  has  at  every  turn  added  something  to  the 
public  indignation,  that  its  first  nimored  existeuce  created.  And  this  attitude 
will  only  serve  to  increase  it.  Their  attack  is  very  insidious : for  thus  they 
proceed.  The  Union,  they  say,  is  in  danger,  it  must  be  maintained,  -we  mu.st 
maintain  it.  Then,  as  it  becomes  necessaiw  to  make  the  people  believe  all 
they  magnify  whatever  they  can  force  into  an  opposition  to  the  Union,  or  what- 
ever they  can  bring  forward  as  a,  source  of  di.sunion,  thereby  creating  and  ex- 
tending tioe  YO-py  peril  th'-y  pretend  to  put  down.  Sly  Sam,  he  is  quite  a Xic 
Macchiavelli  on  a small  scale.  It  was  i,D,„this  manner  the  Convention  at  Phila- 
delphia gave  that  importance  to  the  fanatie.s  of  the  North  which  otherwise  tlu'y 
could  not  have  attained.  It  enabled  them  to  assume  the  appearance  of  a digni- 
fied minority  retiring  undismayed,  from  the  inju.stice  of  force  and  number'. 
By  such  tricks  the  Know  AhjUiings  would  ju.stify  all  this  outcry  about  Ijnu'n. 
They  are  endeavoring  to  g'^t  un  something  like  an  opposition  to  it  that  they  may 
apipear  to  liave  something  to  battle  with  on  that  ground. 

iV".  More  fine  specchc'.  Obedience  to  the  bkm.stirution  I “KV  habit  of  u'-. 
verenti.-il  obedience  to  the  laws  !”  ^\'he^  the  Know'  Nothings  recogni.se  that  it 

is  necessary  for  them  solemnly  to  assure  the  people  that  they  will  obey  the  fibm- 
stitution  and  laws,  it  is  a case  for  the  im-rry  to  laugh  at,  and  the  grave  to 
But  mark  the  diflercnce  ! There  is  no  devotion  or  loyalty  to  the  Constitutie  i 
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ieKpressed  liere ; notbing  but  a £oId  obedience,  very  much  as  when  men  obey 
.and  submit  to  laws  that  condeTun  them.  But  they  have  a tender  and. sacred  re- 
■gard  for  certain  acts  of  statesmanship,  &c.  What  is  meant  by  this  ? What- 
,evcr  paiticular  act  may  be  referred  to,  it  is  plain  the  Know  Nothings  set  above 
‘the  laws,  the  compact  of  Union,  and  the  Constitution  in  their  political  devo- 
,tions,  certain  acts  of  statesmanship,  as  a.  fixed  and  settled  national  policy.  There 
is  a lurking  peril  here,  skillfully  concealed,  it  is  true,  and  which,  to  develop’e, 
'would  require  more  space  than  we  can  give  to  the  whole  platform. 

' y.  Here  they  show  vrliat  they  mean  by  reverence  for  the  laws.  They  only 
require  that  the  laws  be  radically  revised.  Not  so  bad  for  Sam  ! When  he  is 
about  to  declare  himself  in  opposition  to  anything,  he  first  displays  any  amount 
of  respect  and  veneration  for  it. 

yi.  In  Article  sixth,  the  Know  Nothings  continue  to  show  their  regard  for 
the  laws  by  repealing,  modifying,  ko.,  another  whole  class  of  them.  Most  ex- 
cellent Sam  I While  the  people  are  growing  more  jealous  of  Federal  tenden- 
cies, here  is  a Convention  sending  out  its  decrees  to  the  State  Legislatures. 

Those  who  framed  our  Constitution  never  intended  that  a body  called  the  Na- 
tional Council,  should  assume  the  part  of  dictator,  pronounce  upon  the  details 
of  legislative  enactments  in  the  States;  the  action  of  Congress ; the  regulation 
of  the  Executive;  the  Constitution  and  the  Union;  a national  system  of  educa- 
tion ; the  limitation  of  the  religious  rights  or  opinions  of  the  people;  and  set 
forth  a peculiar  sectarian  deSnirioa  of  tlm  Su['reme  Being.  It  is  fortunate  that 
this  body,  insignificant  in  itself,  should  have  been  rendered  still  more  so,  by  a 
violent  disruption  and  secession  ; fortunate  »that  its  members  are  such  political 
ciphers  that  their  ukase  possesses  no  shade  of  authority; 

Our  American  form  of  govcrnhient  recognizes  no  such  thing  as  a National 
CouDcil,  Let  the  Know  Nothings  disguise  themselves  os  they  will,  they  never 
hit  upon  the  true  American  feeling,  toue,  look  and  bearing.  Least  of  all  can 
they  do  so  by  reviving  the  old  Whig  attempts  to  palsy  the  will  of  the  constitu- 
ent,’^ such  as  is  this  of  a National  Council. 

VII.  If  the  reader  has  any  inclination  to  risibility,  it  will  be  almost  impossi- 
ble to  read  the  7th  Article  without  a smile  or  even  a genuine,  frank,  hearty 
laugh.  This  article  is  specially  adapted  to  assist  digestion.  “ Corrupt  means 
of  forcing  upon  people  political  creeds  bVas  ever  a creed  forced  upon  people 
before  in  this  land  with  such  • ioler.ee  as  Know  Nothingism  ? Some  curious 
experiments  were  once  made  by  a naturalist  in  forcing  turkies  to  swallow  iron 
balls  covered  with  strong  and  sharp  prickles.  The  operations  of  Sara  are  very 
similar  to  those  experiments;  and  his  platform  to  those  iron  balls.  When  the 
turkies  were  killed,  it  was  found  that  the  action  of  their  intern®!  organs  had  ^ 
completely  worn  down  the  iron  ^pike.s,  so  that  no  sign  of  them  remained. 
of  the  principles  of  this  platform  appear  to  be,  in  the  same  way,  worn  down  by 
the  individual  moral  gizzards  of  those  who  assume  to  belong  to  that  party.  Sam 
further  professes  admiration  for  the  maxim  that  “Office  should  seek  the  man, 
gnd  not  man  the  office.;*^  Is  n W ibis  an  exquisitely  touebieg  specimen  of  Ar- 
cadian simplicity  and  verdant  innocence?  What  high  esteem  Sam  has  shown 
for  this  sentiment  and  the  will  of  the  people  in  the  case  of  Franklin  Pierce  and 
Henry  A.  Wise  I 

I yill.  If  in  the  Sth  Article  the  National  Council  had  commenced  by  say- 
ing, “ Blue  is  yellow:  to  conclude,  therefore,  blue  is  rod,”  they  would  have 
been  uuite  as  logical  as  they  arc  in  what  they  do  say.  But  if  Sam  will  be  ab- 
surd, he  is  unfortunate  in  a!v.'avs  being  so  when  on  the  subject  of  religion.  He 
may  rest  assured  that  Americans  intend  to  govern  America  without  requiring 
his  permission.  And  the  proof  is,  th  ir  no  share  of  adraini.str.uicn  will  be  r3n- 
trusted  to  the  Grand  Mogul  or  his  adherents,  for  we  Americans  have  a natural 
antipathy  for  despotism. 
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IX.  This  is  one  of  the  prickles  which  Know  Nothing  gizzards  wilf  soonest 
wear  down. 

X.  Here  is  the  first  and  only  principle  in  the  platform  that  properly  belongs 
to  an  expo.sit.inn  of  political  views  by  par-^y.  It  ic,  moreover,  exprecSed  in  a 
sensible,  .straightforward  manner.  It  is  fairly  opening  a plain  issue  for  public 
opinion,  which  the  people  will  settle  to  their  satisfaction.  Sam  would  do  well 
to  pres.s  this  matter  vigorously. 

XI.  The  first  two  lines  here  are  excellent  in  themselves.  But  the  principle 
they  contain  is  not  altogether  proper  for  a party  platform.  However,  the  thing 
is  £0  good  in  it.-^elf,  that  this  would  matter  little.  But  Sam,  with  his  usual  pro- 
pensitj'  for  spoiling  his  own  work  when  not  already  bad,  immediately  proceeds 
to  overlay  it  with  a mass  of  verbiage  that  completely  alters  its  first  significance. 
The  question  of  the  Bible  in  schools  is,  in  particular,  misplaced  in  a platform  of 
party  principles. 

But  on  behalf  of  the  good  people  of  these  United  States,  one  request  is  to 
he  made  of  the  Know  Nothings.  Let  them  think,  act  and  speak  as  they  will; 
let  them  rage  on  to  their  satisfaction  about  Catholic  and  Foreigner;  but  let 
them  not  meldle  with  education.  Their  party  is  going  to  pieces  before  it  is 
fairly  built  up,  but  a threat  like  this  would  cut  short  the  slender  chances  of 
popularity  they  have  remaining.  A rush  of  fanatics  from  Boston  and  New 
York  would  be  let  loose  to  propagate  xlbolitionism,  Bloomerism,  Fourierism, 
and  every  pe.stileut  device  of  the  denizens  of  those  menageries  of  monomariiaes, 
throughout  all  our  borders.  The  newspaper  is  the  whole,  or  almost  the  whole 
education  of  numbers;  and  a noble  system  of  morals,  religion,  politics,  histo- 
rical, philosophical  and  social  science,  and  taste  in  literature  and  art,  might  be 
difi'used  by  a well-conducted  press.  The  newspaper  is  a school,  without  seeming 
so,  which  may  di.sseiiiinate  throughout  the  community  a spirit  of  high  reline- 
meat  and  cultivation,  maintaining  that  due  balance  between  different  importani 
subjects  which  it  is  so  difficult  to  adjust;  rendering  rightful  honor  to  rare  ex- 
amples of  morality  and  piety,  and  so  spreading  the  emulation  of  these  quali- 
ties ; keeping  alive  among  the  people  a correct  understanding  of  the  political 
principles  upon  which  our  constitution,  laws  and  social  characteristics  are  foun- 
ded. in  which  lie  the  sources  of  our  independence  and  happiness  as  men  and  a,s 
a nation  ; and  reflecting  an  image  of  the  progress  of  the  useful  and  finer  arn=. 
which  belong  to  true  oiviliz  itiou  and  enlightenment.  The  career  of  Benjamin 
Iranklin,  which  commenced  wirh  a new.^naper,  to  end  with  the  Declaration  of 
independence,  may  be  referred  to  here  as  an  illustration  of  this  subject.  But 
rake  up  ffiew  England,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania — rake  up  the  Know  Xo- 
thing  press  everywhere,  and  it  will  appear  what  Sam  is  likely  to  do  in  thi.s 
matter,  to  say  nothing  of  the  stupendous  system  of  deception  he  has  saved  from 
the  ruins  of  the  Whig  party. 

XII.  Another  pretended  defence  of  the  Union.  Sam,  however,  has  so  liblu 
of  our  national  character  in  his  composition,  that  he  is  incapable  of  barely  uu- 
der^tanding  what  union  means.  His  essential  instincts  are  against  union. 
From  the  first  it  was  necessary  to  bind  bis  adherents’by  oath  to  keep  them 
united  together,  and  to  veil  their  proceedings  in  secrecy  to  hide  their  dissen- 
sions. sooner  do  the  Know  Nothings  attempt  to  come  out  as  a national 
jjarty,  than  they  divide  in  two.  Is  not  this  a fine  sample  of  union  ? Thev 
have  sown  dissension  between  Protestant  and  Catholic.  Js  this  their  idea  >J 
union?  They  have  arrayed  native  against  foreigner,  p;irent  against  son.  H 
this  union?  I hey  have  even  formed  a plan  of  dividing  American  from  Amer.- 
can  by  secret  organization.  They  have  btiilt  a wall  between  North  and  If  - 
where  there  was  only  a narrow  oiteh  before.  They  have  introduced  a quat>- 
between  the  people  and  the  executive,  where  before,  it  was  understood  aui 
agreed,  that  the  executive  was  the  people,  that  it  stood  fur  and  represcntc'I  u mu. 
They  have  carried  the  harsh  and  bitter  spirit  of  division  into  the  matter  ot  cuu- 
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cation.  But  to  pursue  the  enumeration  no  farther,  we  aslr  again,  are  not  these 
tine  samples  of  <^am’s  conception  of  union  f 

Are  the  Know  Nothings  entitled  to  prate  about  maintainiDg  the  Union  ? As 
well  might  a man  born  blind  attempt  to  paint  the  rainbow,  the  hiiest  natural 
emblem  of  the  covenant  of  union,  as  Sam  to  persuade  the  people  to  entrust  this 
Union  of  sovereign  States  to  bis  care, 

Sam  makes  the  following  astounding  announcement:  ‘-There  can  be  no  dis- 
honour in  submitting  to  the  lavrs'\  Now  thisdooks  so  like  a very  commonplace 
truism,  every  citizen  should  respect  the  laws,  that  at  hrst  it  appears  to  be  mere 
jQliing  up.  But  wishing  to  tIo  Sam  justice,  a closer  examination  leads  to  the 
question  : why  did  he  give  it  this  peculiar  form  of  expression^i’  Then,  looking 
to  see  what  laws  in  particular  are  referred  to,  it  appears  that  existing  laws  on 
the  subject  of  slavery  are  meant.  This  lets  in  a dash  of  light.  - And  now  we 
fully  conceive  this  brilliant  sentiment:  “There  can  be  no  dishonor  in  suhmit- 
ihuj  to  the  laws” — oh,  no  ; the  dishonor  lies  upon  the  bead  of  those  who  intvJe 
the  laws.  This  is  what  Sam  intends  by  his,  at  first,  unaccountable  mention  of 
dishonor. 

And  now,  how  is  Sam  going  to  suhmit  to  these  laws  ? His  platform,  Arti- 
cles IV.,  V,,  YI.,  the  reader  has  not  forgotten,  shows  that  his  way  of  submit- 
ting to  the  laws  is  to  set  about  a “radical  and  essential”  “revision,”  “modifi- 
cation” and  “ repeal”  of  the  laws.  A word  to  the  w-ise. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  in  the  ^National  Council  the  words  Union,  Constitu- 
tion, and  some  others  were  incessantly  repeated,  but  still  less  that  the  word  by 
far  most  frequently  uttered,  and  most  vehement]}'  by  every  fragment  of  that 
disunited  body,  was  Treason.  ' If  every  part  pronounced  this  of  the  rest,  is  it 
too  much  to  make  a unanimous  vote  of  the  council  of  it,  to  be  applied  to  the 
whole  body  ? 

XIII.  Is  a very  pretty  sentiment. 

XIV.  Here  Sam  fulfils  a prediction  we  made  long  ago.  His  self  importance 

made  him  altogether  too  talkative  to  refrain  from  letting  out  his  secret  on  the 
least  occasion.  He  now"  gives  up  the  attempt.  And,  like  Samson  of  old,  the 
Delilah  of  hope  having  fondled  the  mystery  out  of  him,  will  cut  off  his  locks  ; 
and  he  will  lose  the  only  source  of  his  strength.  No  more ’'tying  together  of 
foxes  by  the  tail;  no  more  slaughters  with  the  jawbone  of  an  ass!  Alas,  poor 
Sammy!  . 


From  the  Union. 

FOREIGN-BOBN  CITIZENS  IN  THE  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION. 

The  writer  of  this  communication  is  a native  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  his  ancestors,  for  not  less  than  six  generations,  were  also  natives  of  this 
country.  This  circuuistance  will  tend  to  show  that  h-e-caa  have  no  natural  bias 
or  prejudice  in  favor  of  foreigners.  In  common  with  other  native  citizens,  he 
has  sometimes  heard  with  regret  of  newly-arrived  foreigners  interfering  with  or 
assuming  an  undue  importance  in  our  elections,  and  lacking  that  modest  defer- 
ence to  intelligent  native-born  citizens  that  common  sense  urges  as  due  to  them, 
and  which  is  also  due,  to  a certain  extent,  to  the  intelligent  foi-eign-born  citizens 
of  long  residence  among  us.  But  is  it  prudent  or  just  for  this  cause  to  join  in 
a general  and  iudiscrirninate  crusade  against  all  foreigners?  As  regards  the 
prudence  of  such  a course,  are  we  not  suffering  now",  in  the  high  prices  of  -all 
kinds  of  edible  products,  for  tlie  want  of  tbousand.s  of  brawmy  arms  to  subdue 
our  almost  countless  acres  of  uncultivated  land?  And,  as  regards  its  justice, 
are  wc  not  morally  bound  to  look  to  our  history,  and  to  rcfiect  that  this  is  a 
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conn  try  wbich,  with  the  exemption  of  a few  Indian  tribes,  is  made  up  of  emi- 
gration— of  Penn  and  bis  p:;‘aeefal  colonists,  to  Pennsylvania;  of  the  Pilgrim 
Pathers,  driven  to  Plymouth  llock ; of  Calvert  and  his  followers,  seeking  reli- 
gious liberty  on  the  shores  of  ^larylaud;  of  the  Ilugueaots,  taking  refuge  in 
South  Carolina;  and  of  innumerable  companies  of  colonists  ever  since,  fleeing 
from  religious  and  political  persecutions,  and  finding  an  asylum  in  this  hitherto 
happy  country?  In  the  language  of  Hezekiah  Niles’  patriotic  song — 

‘‘’Tis  my  now  native  land,  happy  land  of  the  free; 

^Tis  the  last  hope  of  all  men — of  sweet  liberty 

Yes  ! the  liberty  of  conscience,  the  liberty  of  speech,  and  the  liberty  of  parti- 
cipating in  “ the  pursuit  of  happiness/'  so  long  as  there  is  no  trenching  on  the 
rights  of  a neighbor. 

Bat  I do  not  propose  to  enter  into  an  argument  on  the  propriety  of  a general 
disfranchisement  of  foreigners — a subject. which  has  already  been  so  ably  ar- 
gued as  to  leave  those  who  favored  extreme  disqualification  with  hardly  any 
ground  to  stand  upon — but  simply  to  show  how  large  a debt  we  had  contracted 
towards  persons  of  foreign  birth  for  the  liberty  we  now  enjoy — liberties  achieved 
by  those  gallant  spirits,  mostly  native,  but  many  of  them  foreign,  who  in  our 
revolutionary  war  battled  for  x\raerican  independence,  and  the  rights  of  civil 
and  religious  freedom. 

I have  no  immediate  means  of  determining  what  number  of  valiant  men  bora 
out  of  the  country  drew  the  svrord  and  shouldered  the  musket  in  our  revolution- 
ary contest:  but  no  man  can  read  any  history  of  that  important  period  of  our 
national  existence  without  being  satisfied  that  there  were  thousands  so  engaged. 
We  have,  hovrever,  abundant  evidence  to  show  that  many  of  those  persons  ren- 
dered themselves  illu.strious  by  their  heroic  deeds,  and  that  the  record  of  ‘‘  the 
times  that  tried  men’s  souls”  has  woven  for  them  an  imperishable  chaplet.  I 
will  cite  the  names  of  a few  : 

Commodore  John  Barry,  born  in  the  county  of  ^Yexfo^d,  Ireland,  command- 
ed the  ship  Black  Prince,  that  was  converted  into  a vessel  of  war,  and  subse- 
quently he  was  appointed  by  Congress  to  command  the  brig  Lexington,  of  10 
guns;  then  the  llaleigb,  of  32  guns;  then  the  frigates  Alliance  and  the  United 
States;  and  in  a number  of  actions  shed  lustre  on  the  young  flag  of  America. 

Judge  George  Bryan,  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland.  His  father  having  given  him 
a sufficiency  to  establish  him  in  mercantile  business,  at  the  age  of  21  he  em- 
barked for  Philadelphia,  where  he  remained  until  bis  death.  lie  was  a delegate 
to  Congress  in  1775,  in  vrhich  he  became  known  for  his  advocacy  of  petitions 
and  remonstrances  against  the  arbitrary  measures  of  Great  Britain.  Soon  after 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  he  was  elected  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, anyl  afterwards  Governor  of  that  State.  Subsequently  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature,  and  then  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania — 
such  wnis  then  the  gratitude  of  the  American  people  for  the  services  of  foreign- 
born  citizens. 

Captain  James  Chrystie,  born  in  Edinburg,  Scotland,  in  1777  was  promoted 
to  the  command  of  a company,  which  he  held  until  the  end  of  the  war.  Ou 
the  discovery  of  Arnold’s  plot  at  West  Point,  Gen.  Washington  selected  Cap- 
tain Chrystie  for  an  important  service,  and  said  to  him  : “ Captain  Chrystie,  yoa 
are  to  receive  no  written  orders  from  me.  The  business  is  that  you  proceed  witii 
all  possible  expedition  to  Y est  Point,  and  examine  particularly  the  state  of  that 
garrison  in  every  respect;  and  to  visit  all  the  intermediate  posts  for  the  same 
purpose.  3Iake  this  known  to  no  one  but  the  commanding  officer  at  each  p'-at/ 
and  you  are  to  enjoin  on  them  the  secrecy  of  the  grave;  commit  nothing  to  wri- 
ting.” Here  the  General  paa.scil.  Has  your  exeellency  any  further  orders  ? 
enquired  Captain  Chrystie.  “ Yes,”  replied  the  General,  “ one,  and  a very  se- 
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rioiis  one;  that  is,  Captain  Chrystie,  that  on  this  occasion  you  are  not  to  let  rrc 
hear  of  your  bein^  taken  prisoner.  Do  you  understand  me  V’  Perfectly  well,'" 
replied  Captain  Cbrystie,  “ you  shall  not  hear  of  that  event."  Captain  Chrystie 
proeeo''hnf  alone,  and  executed  this  commission  in  a satisfactory  manner,  and 
made  such  a report  as  set  the  mind  of  General  \Vasbino;ton  perfectly  at  ease. 

Charles  Clinton,  born  in  Ireland,  (father  of  George  Clinton,  afterwards  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States,)  died  in  1773,  in  the  83d  year  of  bis  age,  con- 
juring his  sons  in  his  last  moments  to  stand  by  the  liberties  of  their  country. 

Major  Wiilian  Croghan,  born  in  Ireland,  was  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Bran- 
dywine, Germantown  and  Monmouth.  He  was  the  father  of  Col.  George  Cro- 
ghan, the  gallant  defender  of  Fort  Sandusky  in  our  second  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

Colonel  William  Kichardson  Davie,  horn  in  Vriiilo  Haven,  England,  com- 
manded a battalion  of  dragoons  with  much  credit  during  the  revolutionary  war; 
and  subsequently  rose  to  ^reat  eminence  at  the  bar  in  North  Carolina,  and  was 
sent  as  ambassador  to  France  by  the  eider  President  xidams. 

Major  General  Horatio  Gates,  born  in  England,  was  called  from  his  retire- 
ment in  Virginia,  and  recommended  to  Congress  by  General  Washington.  Ills 
great  services,  especially  at  Saratoga,  have  made  his  name  a household  word. 

Major  William  Gwinn,  born  in  Ireland,  joined  the  revolutionary  army  in 
1776,  and  served  with  credit.  He  died  in  Baltimore  county  in  1819,  in  the 
70th  year  of  his  age. 

Alexander  Hamilton,  born  in  the  island'  of  St.  Croix,  in  the  West. Indies, 
was  distinguished  through  the  revolutionary  war  for  his  high  qualifications  in 
military  science — especially  at  Yorktown — and  v/as  our  first  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

General  William  Irvine,  horn  in  Ireland,  joined  the  revolutionary  army  in 
1774;  and  was  an  active  member  of  a public  meeting  recommending  Congress 
to  assemble,  denouncing  the  Boston  port  bill,  expressing  a sympathy  with  the 
sufferers,  and  declaring  their  willingness  and  determination  to  make  any  sacri- 
fices necessary  for  the  support  of  American  rights.  He  was  appointed  a colonel 
of  a regiment,  in  command  of  which  he  was  captured  in  an  attempt  to  surprise 
a vanguard  of  the  British  army.  After  his  release  he  became  the  commanding 
General  of  the  second  Pennsylvania  brigade. 

Andrew  Irvine,  a brother  to  the  foregoing,  was  a lieutenant  in  the  revolu- 
ticnary  war. 

Colonel  (afterwards  General)  James  Jackson,  born  in  Devon,  England,  was 
distinguished  for  his  military  services  in  the  South  during  the  revolutionary 
war.  He  died  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  19th  of  January,  1806,  while 
attending-to  his  duties  as  a Senator  of  the  United  States. 

Major  John  James,  bora  in  Ireland,  was  distinguished  for  his  military  ser- 
vices in  the  South. 

Commodore  John  Paul  Jones,  born  in  Galway  county,  Scotland.  His  match- 
less naval  prowess  and  courage  told  with  terrible  effect  on  the  mot^'r  country. 

Major  General  Baron  De  Kalb,  born  in  Crermanj,  received  eleven  wounds  in 
the  battle  of  Camden.  To  a British  officer,  who  condoled  with  him,  he  said  : 

i thank  you  for  your  generous  sympathy,  hut  I die  the  death  I always  prayed 
for — the  death  of  a soldier  fighting  for  the  rights  of  man,"  He  survived  but  a 
few  days.  Congress  resolved  that  a rnoaument  should  be  erected  to  his. memory 
in  the  town  of  Annapoll.s,  State  of  ^Maryland. 

Thaddeus  Kosciusko,  born  in  Poland — his  fame  classic  In  two  hemispheres. 

General  Hue:h  r^lereer,  born  in  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  distinguished  himself  in 
the  battles  of  Trenton  and  Princeton. 

Major  General  Richard  Montgomery,  born  in  Ireland,  fell  in  the  attack  on 
Quebec,  December  31,  1775,  aged  38.  In  a debate  in  the  British  Parliament,, 
the  death  of  this  gallant  general  was  lamented  in  strains  of  the  most  pathetic 
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eloquence  that  ever  vrere  heard  in  the  ITonse  of  Commons.  Three  of  the  prin- 
cipal orators,  3Ir.  Irarke,  Fox,  and  Colonel  Barrc,  vied  with  each  other  in 
the  paneoryric  of  that  hero.  General  Burgoync,  though  he  expressed  a strong 
zeal  against  the  American  cause,  in  a very  handsome  manner  did  justice  to  his 
merits,  and  said  that  ail  his  virtues  were  abundantly  rewarded  wdien  they  were 
thus  praised,  wept  and  honored  by  the  muse  he  loved. Lord  North,  the 
prime  minister,  censured  the  unqualified  liberality  of  the  praises  bestowed  on 
General  Montgomery  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  opposition,  because  they  v:ere 
bestowed  on  a rebel ; and  said  he  could  not  join  in  lamenting  his  death  as  a 
public  loss.  He  admitted  that  he  was  brave  ; that  he  was  able  } that  be  was 
humane;  that  he  w^as  generous ; but  still  he  was  only  a brave,  able,  humane 
and  generous  rebel ; and  said  that  the  verse  of  the  tragedy  of  Cato  might  bo 
applied  to  him  : 

“ Curse  on  his  virtues,  theyS'e  undone  his  country.” 

Robert  Morris,  bora  in  Liverpool,  England,  was  the  superintendent  of  our 
finances  during  the  rovnlutionary  war,  and  his  credit  supplied  the  country  when 
the  military  chest  had  been  drained  of  its  last  dollar. 

M.ijor  General  William  Moultrie,  born  in  England,  was  distinguished  for  his 
heroic  services  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  especially  for  his  defence  of  the 
city  of  Charleston.  He  was  afterwards  Governor  of  South  Carolina. 

Thomas  Paine,  born  in  England,  was  the  author  of  “Common  Sense,/’  “The 
Crisis,”  “ Rights  of  Man,”  Ac.  Whatever  his  faults,  he  rendered  powerful 
aid  by  his  pen  to  the  revolutionary  cause. 

Count  Pulaski,  born  in  Poland,  was  mortally  wounded  in  defence  of  the  city 
of  b’avannah,  where  Congress  has  erected  a monument  to  his  memory. 

Major  General  Frederick  William  Steuben,  born  in  Prussia,  was  a volunteer 
in  the  action  at  3[onmouth,  and  commanded  in  the  trenches  at  Yorktown  on 
the  day  which  terminated  our  revolutionary  srruggle  with  Great  Britain. 

31ajor  General  Gilbert  J.afayette,  born  in  France.  In  “Dunlap’s  Pennsyl- 
vania Packet,”  printed  in  Philadelphia,  of  August  19,  1777,  I find,  in  a letter 
from  an  American  in  Paris  to  a gentleman  in  Pennsylvania,  dated  April  10, 
1777,  the  following  announcement : 

“ This  letter  vvili  be  put  into  your  hands  by  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  of  a 
noble  and  ancient  family  in  France,  connected  by  birth  and  marriage  with  the 
first  in  the  kingdom,  and  in  possession  of  an  estate  of  upwards  of  fourteen  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling  p-r  annum,  beloved  and  almost  adored  by  bis  numerous 
acquaintance;  but  preferring  glory  to  every  enjoyment  wLich  these  in  the  arras 
of  a young  and  beautiful  wife  and  young  family,  could  give  him,  he  courts  <lan- 
ger  in  defence  of  our  cause,  which  is  here  universally  celebrated  as  the  cause  ot 
mankind.” 

He  came  and  lent  us  his  powerful  aid,  shedding  his  blood  in  defence  of  our 
liberties.  From  Brandywine  to  Yorktown  his  name  shines  conspicuous  in  our 
annals. 

Fellow-citizens,  in  the  Representatives’  Hall  of  yonder  capitol  there  are  two 
portraits — one  of  George  Vv  ASFiiNGTONg  the  Father  of  his  Country,  the  orher 
of  Gilbert  Lafayette,  who  crossed  the  ocean  to  strike  for  freedom.  M HI 
you,  with  sacrilegious  hand  and  base  ingratitude,  tear  down  the  latter  from 
those  walls  in  obedience  to  a senseless  fanaticism  against  forciiiuers  ? I trust 
not.  F.  J. 

Washivjton,  I).  C.,  May  8,  1855. 
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From  the  Richmond  Enqairer. 

KNOW  NOTIIINGISW  UNVEILED. 

We  comply  ^ith  the  request  of  patriotic  Democrats  in  North  Carolina  and, 
to-day  publish  at  length  the  Constitution  of  the  “ National  Council  of  the 
United  States  of  North  America, and  the  State  Council  of  North  Carolina, 
with  the  Ritual,  Degrees  and  all  the  other  paraphernalia  of  the  most  mischie- 
vous §Lnd  dangerous  oligarchy  that  ever  conspired  against  civil  and  religious 
liberty.  The  election  in  the  old  North  State  is  rapidly  approaching,  and  our 
friends  are  making  a gallant  fight.  They  feel  confident  that  the  people  of 
North  Carolina  cannot  hesitate  as  to  their  duty,  Vv-hen  they  shall  be  enliglirened 
as  to  the  trickery  and  monstrous  purposes  of  a Secret  Order,  whoso  inevitable 
tendency  is  to  destroy  all  individual  freedom  of  action,  and  to  make  Americans 
the  blind  and  servile  instruments  of  an  irresponsible,  Jesuitical,  proscriptive 
and  tyrannical  oligarchy.  In  North  Carolina  the  Democracy  are  waging  un- 
compremisirig  war  upon  Know  Nothingism,  exposing  its  dark  movements  and 
purposes,  and  appealing  to  the  intelligence,  honesty  and  patriotism  of  the 
people.  By  such  a course  the  Democracy  of  Virginia  laid  ‘‘  Sauk'  low — a 
similar  result  will  be  seen  in  North  Carolina.  All  that  the  people  want  is  light 
— and  a fiood  of  it  is  shed  upon  the  subject  by  the  following  publication  of  of- 
ficial Know  Nothing  documents.  They  explain  themselves,  and  require  no 
comment : 

CotistitiUloTi  of  the  National  Council  of  the  United  States  of  dearth  Ame^ 

rica. 

I 

Article  First. 

Tins  orernnization  shall  be  known  bv  the  name  and  title  of  THE  NATION- 
AL COUNCIL  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  NORTH  AMERICA,  and 
its  jurisdiction  and  power  shall  extend  to  ail  the  States,  Districts  and  Territo- 
ries of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

Article  Second. 

The  object  of  this  organization  shall  be  to  protect  every  American  citizen  in 
the  legal  and  proper  exercise  of  all  his  civil  and  religious  rights  and  privileges; 
to  resist  the  insidious  policy  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  all  other  foreigu  m* 
fiuence  against  our  republican  institutions  in  all  lawful  ways  ; to  place  in  all 
offices  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  or  by  appointment, 
none  but  native  born  Protestant  citizens,  and  to  protect,  preserve  and  uphold 
the  union  of  these  States  and  the  Constitution  of  the  same. 

Article  Third. 

Sec.  I; — A person  to  became  a member  of  any  Subordinate  Council  must  he 
twenty-one  years  r.f  age  ; he  must  believe  iu  the  existence  of  a Supreme  Being 
as  the  Creator  and  Prosciver  of  the  Universe,  lie  must  be  a native  born  citi- 
zen ; a Pri.gestant,  either  burn  of  Protestant  parents,  or  reared  under  Protestant 
intiuenee;  and  not  united  in  marrriage  wdth  a JLimriU  CL.tb.olie  : provulal,  ne- 
ve t thelcr.s,  that  iu  this,  last  respect,  the  State,  District  or  Teiviiorial  Councils 
shall  be  authorized  to  so  construct  their  respective  Constitutioms  as  shall  best 
promote  the  interests  of  the  American  cauiO  in  their  several  jurisdictions  ; and 
provideA^  moreover^  that  no  member  who  may  have  a Roman  Catholic  wife  shall 
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be  eligible  to  office  Id  fbis  Order;  zudi  provi Jed,  farther ^ should  any  S^ate, 
District  or  Territorial  Council  prefer  the  words  ‘‘  Ptoinan  CatboIIc’’  as  a disvjua- 
lification  to  member>hip,  in  place  of  “Protestant”  as  a qualification,  they  may 
so  consider  this  Constitution  and  govern  their  action  accordingly. 

vSec.  2. — There  shall  be  an  interval  of  three  weeks  between  the  conferring 
of  the  First  and  Second  Degrees;  and  of  three  months  between  the  conferring 
of  the  Second  and  Third  Degrees — provided,  that  this  restriction  shall  not  ap- 
ply to  those  who  may  have  received  the  Second  Degree  previous  to  the  first  day 
of  December  next;  and  provided,  further,  that  the  Presidents  of  State,  Dis- 
trict, and  Territorial  Councils  may  grant  dispensations  for  initiating  in  all  the 
Degrees,  officers  of  new  Councils. 

Sec.  3. — The  National  Council  shall  hold  its  Annual  meetings  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  the  month  of  June,  at  such  place  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Na- 
tional Council  at  the  previous  Annual  meeting,  and  it  may  adjourn  from  time  to 
time.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  President,  on  the  written  request 
cf  five  delegations  representing  five  State  Councils  ; provided,  that  sixty  day’s 
notice  shall  be  given  to  the  State  Councils  previous  to  said  meeting. 

Sec.  4. — The  National  Council  shall  be  composed  of  seven  delegates  from 
each  State,  to  be  chosen  by  the  State  Councils ; and  each  District  or  Territory 
where  a District  or  Territorial  Council  shall  exist,  shall  be  entitled  to  send  two 
delegates,  to  be  chosen  from  said  Council — provided,  that  in  the  nomination  of 
candidates  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  cast  the  same  number  of  votes  as  they  shall  have  members 
in  both  Houses  of  Congress.  In  all  sessions  of  the  National  Council,  thirty- 
two  delegates,  representing  thirteen  States,  Territories  or  Districts,  shall  consti- 
tute a quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

See.  5. — The  National  Council  shall  be  vested  with  the  following  powers  and 
privileges  : 

It  shall  be  the  head  of  the  Organization  for  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  and  shall  fix  and  establish  ail  signs,  grips,  passwords,  and  such  other 
secret  work,  as  may  seem  to  it  necessary.  / 

It  shall  have  the  power  to  decide  all  matters  appertaining  to  National  Poli- 
tics. 

It  shall  have  the  power  to  exact  from  the  State  Councils,  quarterly  or  annual 
statements  as  to  the  number  of  members  under  their  jurisdictions,  and  in  rela- 
tion to  all  other  matters  necessary  for  its  information. 

It  shall  have  the  power  to  form  State,  Territorial  or  District  Councils,  and  to 
grant  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  such  bodies,  when  five  Subordinate 
Councils  shall  have  been  put  in  operation  in  any  State,  Territory,  or  District, 
and  application  made. 

It  shall  have  the  power  to  determine  upon  a mode  of  punishment  in  case  of 
any  d<^re]iction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  its  members  or  officers. 

It  shall  have  the  power  to  adopt  cabalistic  characters  for  the  purpose  of 
writing  or  telegraphing.  Said  characters  to  be  communicated  to  the  Presidents 
of  the  State  Councils,  and  by  them  to  the  Presidents  of  the  Subordmat<) 
Councils. 

It  shall  have  the  powmr  to  adopt  any  and  every  measure  it  may  deem  neees' 
sary  to  secure  the  succcs.s  of  the  Organization ; provided,  that  nothing  shall  be 
doue^by  the  said  National  Council  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  ; and  pr 
vided  further,  that  in  all  political  matters,  its  members  may  be  instructed  by 
the  State  Councils,  and  if  so  instructed,  shall  carry  out  such  instructions  of  t-o- 
State  Councils  which  they  represent  until  overruled  by  a majority  of  the  Na- 
tional Council. 
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Article  Fourth. 

The  Prosldent  shall  always  preside  over  the  National  Council  when  present, 
and  in  his  absence  the  Vice  President  shall  preside,  and  in  the  absence  of  both 
the  National  Council  shall  appoint  a President  pro  tempore ; and  the  presiding 
officers  may  at  all  times  call'a  member  to  the  chair,  but  such  appointment  shall 
not  extend  beyond  one  sitting  of  the  National  Council. 

Article  Fifth. 

Sec.  1. — The  officers  of  the  National  Council  shall  be  a President,  Tice 
President,  Chaplain,  Corresponding  Secretary,  llecordihg  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
and  two  Sentinels;  with  such  other  officers  as  the  National  Council  may  see  fit 
to  appoint  from  time  to  time;  and  the  Secretaries  and  Sentinels  may  receive 
such  compensation  as  the  National  Council  shall  determine. 

Sec.  2. — The  duties  of  the  several  officers  created  by  this  Constitution  shall 
be  such  as  the  work  of  this  Organization  prescribes. 

Article  Sixth. 

• 

Sec.  1. — All  officers  provided  for  by  this  Constitution,  except  the  Sentinels, 
shall  be  elected  annually  by  ballot.  The  President  may' appoint  Sentinels  from 
time  to  time. 

Sec,  2. — A majoruj  of  all  the  votes  cast  shall  be  requisite  to  an  election  for 
an  office. 

Sec.  3. — All  officers  and  delegates  of  this  Council,  and  of  all  State,  Pistrict, 
Territorial  and  Subordinate  Councils,  must  be  invested  with  all  the  Degrees  of 
this  Order. 

Sec.  4. — All  vacancies  in  the  elective  offices  shall  be  filled  by  a vote  of  the 
National  Council,  and  only  for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  said  vacancy. 

f 

Article  Seventh. 

Sec.  1. — The  National  Council  shall  entertain  and  decide  all  cases  of  appeal 
and  it  shall  establish  a form  of  appeal. 

Sec.  2. — The  National  Council  shall  levy  a tax  upon  the  State,  District,  or 
Territorial  Councils,  for  the  support  of  the  National  Council,  to  be  paid  in  such 
manner  and  at  such  times  as  the  National  Councl  shall  determine. 

Article  Eighth. 

This  National  Council  may  alter  and  amend  this  Constitution  at  its  regular 
Annual  raectiog  in  June  next,  by  a vote  of  the  majority  of  the  whole  number 
of  the  members  present.  (Cincinnati,  Nov.  24,  18o4.) 


KULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

Rule  one. — Each  State,  District  or  Territory,  in  which  there  may  exist  five 
or  more  Subordioate  Councils  working  under  dispensations  from  the  National 
Council  of  the  United  Srates  of  North  America,  or  uuder  reiiular  dispen.satious 
from  sotne  State,  District  or  Territory,  are  duly  empowered  to  establish  tlmm- 
solves  into  a Stare,  District  or  Territorial  Council,  and  when  so  established,  to 
form  for  themselves  Constitutions  and  By-I/uvs  for  their  governuient,  in  pur- 
Euauee  of,  and  in  coasorunce  with,  the  Constitution  of  the  National  Council  of 
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the  United  States;  provided,  however,  that  all  District,  or  Territorial  Constitn- 
tioDs  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  National  Council  of  the  United 
States.  (Juno,  lh54.) 

ilulc  two. — All  State,  District  or  Territorial  Councils,  when  established,  shall 
have  full  power  and  authority  to  establish  all  Subordinate  Councils  within  their 
respective  limits;  and  the  Constitutions  and  Dy-Laws  of  all  such  Subordinate 
Councils,  must  be  approved  by  their  respective  State,  District  or  Territorial 
Councils.  (June,  1854.) 

Kule  three. — All  State,  District  or  Terrltoral  Councils,  when  established  and 
until  the  formation  of  Constitutions,  shall  work  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
National  Council  of  the  United  States.  (June,  1854.) 

llulc  four. — la  all  cases  where,  for  the  convenience  of  the  Organization,  two 
State  or  Territorial  Councils  may  be  established,  the  two  Councils  together  shall 
be  entitled  to  but  thirteen  delegates*  in  the  National  Council  of  the  United  States 
— tlie  proportioned  number  of  delegates  to  depend  on  the  number  of  members 
in  the  Organizations ; provided^  that  no  State  shall  be  allowed  to  have  more 
' than  one  State  Council,  without  the  consent  of  the  National  Council  of  the 
United  States.  (June,  1854.) 

Kule  five, — Tn  any  State,’ District  or  Territory,  where  there  may  be  more 
than  one  Organization  working  on  the  same  basis  (to  wit,  the  Lodges’  and 
‘‘Councils”)  the  same  shall  be  required  to  combine;  the  officers  of  each  Or- 
ganization shall  resign,  and  new”  officers  be  elected;  and  thereafter  these  bodies 
shall  be  known  as  State  Councils,  and  Subordinate  Councils,  and  new  Charters 
shall  be  granted  to  them  by  the  National  Council.  (June,  1854.) 

Kule  six. — It  shall  be  considered  a penal  offence  for  any  brother  not  an  officer 
of  a Subordinate  Council,  to  make  use  of  the  sign  or  summons  adopted  for  pub- 
lic notification,  except  by  direction  of  the  President ; or  for  officers  of  a Coun- 
cil to  post  the  same  at  any  other  time  than  from  midnight  to  one  hour  before 
daybreak,  and  this  rule  shall  be  incorporated  into  the  By-laws  of  the  State, 
I>istrict  and  Territorial  Councils,  (June,  1854.) 

Kule  seven. — The  determiDation  of  the  necessity  and  mode  of  issuing  the 
posters  for  public  notiScatiDn  shall  be  entrusted  to  the  State,  District  or  Terri- 
turhil  Councils.  (June,  1854.) 

Kule  eight. — The  re:?pective  State,  District  or  Territorial  Councils  shall  be 
vo'pjired  to  make  statements  of  the  number  of  members  vrithin  their  respective 
iiinit.^,  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  National  Council,  and  annually  thereafter,  at 
the  regular  annual  meerlng.  (t'une,  1854.) 

^ liuie  nine. — The  delegates  to  the  National  Council  of  the  United  States  of 
Xortl:  America,  shall  be  entitled  to  three  dollars  per  day  for  their  attendance 
upon  the  National  Council,  and  for  each  day  that  may  be  necessary  in  going  and 
returning  from  the  same  ; and  five  cents  per  mile  for  every  mile  they  may  ne- 
ces.sanly  travel  in  going  to,  and  returning  from,  the  place  of  meeting  of  the 
National  Council ; to  be  computed  by  the  nearest  mail  route  : which  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  National  Council.  (November,  1854.) 

Kule  ten. — Each  State,  District  or  Territorial  Council,  shall  be  taxed  four 
cents  per  annum,  for  every  member  in  good  standing  belonging  to  each  Subor- 
dioate  Council  under  its  jurisdiciion  on  the  first  day  of  April,  which  shall  be 
reported  to  tne  National  Council,  and  paid  into  the  National  Treasury,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  the  annual  session,  to  be  held  in  June  ; and  on  the  same 
nay  in  each  succeeding  year.  An<l  the  first  fi.-cal  year  shall  be  considered  as 
commencing  on  the  first  day  of  4>ecember,  1854,  and  ending  on  the  fifteonih 
d.iy^of  3Iay,  18o-),  (November,  1854.) 

Ktule  eleven. — The  iollowing  shall  be  the  Key  to  determine  and  ascertain  the 
purport  ot  any  communication  that  may  be  addressed  to  the  President  of  a 


•Note. — See  Constitution,  Art.  3,  Sec.  4,  p.  5. 
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State,  District  or  Territorial  Council  by  the  President  of  the  National  Council, 
who  is  hereby  instructed  to  communicate  a knowledge  of  the  same  to  said  offi- 
cers ; 

A B C D E F a n I J K L 31 
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N 0 P Q R S T U y W X Y Z 

21  4 10  16  22  5 11  17  23  6 12  18  24 

Rule  twelve. — The  clause  of  the  article  of  the  Constitution  relative  to  belief 
in  the  Supreme  Being  is  obligatory  upon  every  State  and  Subordinate  Council, 
as  well  as  upon  each  individual  member.  (June,  1854.) 

Rule  thirteenth. — The  following  shall  be  the.^orapensation  of  the  officers  of 
this  Council  : 

1st.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  bo  paid  two  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, from  the  17th  day  of  June,  1854. 

2d.  The  Treasurer  shall  be  paid  hve  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  from  the 
17th  day  of  June,  1854. 

3d.  The  Sentinels  shall  be  paM  five  dollars  for  every  day  they  may  be  in  at- 
tendance on  the  sittings  of  the  National  Council. 

4th.  The  Chaplain  shall  be  paid  one  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  from  the 
17th  day  of  June,  1854. 

5th.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  paid  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum, 
from  the  17th  day  of  June,  1854, 

6th.  The  Assistant  Secretary  shall  be  paid  five  dollars  per  day,  for  every  day 
be  may  be  in  attendance  on  the  sitting  of  the  National  Council.  All  of  which 
is  to  be  paid  out  of  the  National  Treasury,  on  the  draft  of  the  President.  (No- 
vember, 1351.) 

SPECIAL  TOTING. 

Vote  first. — This  National  Council  hereby  grants  to  the  State  of  Virginia  two 
State  Councils,  the  one  to  be  located  in  Eastern  and  the  other  in  Western  Vir- 
ginia, the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  being  the  geographical  line  between  the  two 
jurisdictions.  (June,  1854.) 

Vote  second. — The  President  shall  Lave  power,  till  the  next  session  of  the 
National  Council,  to  grant;  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  State,  District,  or 
Territorial  Councils,  in  form  most  agreeable  to  his  own  discretion,  upon  proper 
application  being  made.  (June,  1354.) 

Vote  third. — Tne  seats  of  all  delegates  to  and  members  of  the  present  Na- 
tional Council  shall  be  vacated  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  June,  1855,  at  the  hour 
of  six  o’clock  in  the  forenoon;  and  the  National  Council  convening  in  annual 
session  upon  that  day,  shall  be  composed  exclusively  of  delegates  elected  under 
and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  as  amended  at  the 
present  session  of  this  National  Council  : 'provided^  that  this  resolution  shall 
not  apply  to  the  officers  of  the  National  Councii.  (November,  1854.) 

Vote  fourth. — The  Corre.'^ponding  Secretary  of  this  Council  is  authorized  to 
have  printed  the  names  of  the  delegates  to  this  National  Council;  also,  those 
of  the  Presidents  of  the  several  State,  District,  and  Territorial  Councils,  together 
with  their  address,  and  to  forward  a copy  of  the  same  to  each  person  named  ; 
and  further,  the  Corresponding  Secretaries  of  each  State,  District,  and  Territory, 
are  reiiue^ted  to  forward  a copy  of  their  several  Constitutions  to  each  other. 
(November,  1854.) 

Vote  fifth. — In  the  publication  of  the  Constitution  and  the  Ritual,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee — brother  Deshler,  Dauirell  and  Stephens — the  name, 
Signs,  Grips,  and  l*ass words  of  the  Order,  shall  be  indicated  by  [''  * and  a 
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copy  of  the  same  shall  be  furnished  to  each  State,  District  and  Territorial 
Council,  and  to  each  member  of  that  bed}".  (Xovernber,  1854.) 

Vote  sixth. — A copy  of  the  Constitution  of  each  State,  District,  and  Territo- 
rial Council,  shall  be  submitted  to  this  Council  for  examination.  (November, 
^ 1S54.) 

Vote  seventh. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer,  at  each  annual  meeting 
of  this  body,  to  make  a report  of  all  monies  received  or  expended  in  the  inter- 
val. (November,  1854.) 

Vote  eighth. — Messrs.  Gifibrd,  of  Pa. ; Darker,  of  N.  Y. ; Deshler,  of  N. 
J. ; Williamson,  of  Va.  ; and  Stephens,  of  Aid.,  are  appointed  a committee  to 
confer  with  similar  committees  that  have  been  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
solidating the  various  American  Orders,  with  power  to  make  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  such  consolidation — subject  to  the  approv-al  of  this  National 
Council,  at  its  next  session.  (November,  1854.) 

Vote  ninth. — On  the  receipt  of  the  new  Ritual  by  the  members  of  this  Na- 
tional Council  who  have  received  the  third  degree,  they  or  any  of  them  may,  and 
they  are  hereby  empowered  to  confer  the  third  degree  upon  members  of  this 
body  in  their  respective  States,  Districts  and  Territories,  and  upon  the  Presidents 
and  other  officei-s  of  their  State,  District,  and  Territorial  Councils.  And  fur- 
ther, the  Presidents  of  the  State,  District,  and  Territorial  Councils  shall  in  the 
first  instance  confer  the  third  degree  upon  as  many  of  the  Presidents  and  offi- 
cers of  their  Subordinate  Councils,  as  can  be  assembled  together  in  their  res- 
pective localities,  and  afterwards  the  same  may  be  conferred  upon  officers  of 
other  subordinate  Councils,  by  any  presiding  officer  of  a Council,  who  shall 
have  previously  received  it  under  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution.  (Novem- 
ber, 1854.) 

AYte  tenth. — To  entitle  any  delegate  to  a seat  in  this  National  Council,  at  its 
annual  session  in  June  next,  he  must  present  a properly  authenticated  certificate 
that  he  was  duly  elected  as  a delegate  to  the  same ; or  appointed  a substitute  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Constitutions  of  State,  Territorial,  or 
District  Councils.  And  no  delegate  shall  be  received  from  any  State,  District 
or  Territorial  Council,  which  has  not  adopted  the  Constitution  and  Ritual  of 
this  National  Council.  (November,  1854.) 

Vote  eleventh. — The  committee  on  printing  the  Constitution  and  Ritual  is 
authorized  to  have  a sufficient  number  of  the  same  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Order.  And  no  State,  District,  or  Territorial  Council,  shall  be  allowed  to  re- 
print the  same.  (Novernber,  1854.) 

Vote  twelfth. — The  right  to  establish  all  Subordinate  Councils  in  any  of  the 
States,  Districts,  and  Territories  represented  in  this  National  Council,  shall  be 
confined  to  the  State,  District,  and  Territorial  Councils,  which  they  represent, 
(November,  1854.) 


Constitution  for  the  Government  of  Subordinate  Councils. 

Article  I. 

Sec.  1. — Each  Subordinate  Council  shall  he  composed  of  not  less  than  thirteen 
members,  all  of  whom  shall  have  received  all  the  degrees  of  the  Order,  and 

shall  be  known  and  recognized  ns Council,  No. of  the  — 

of  the  county  of — , and  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Sec.  2. — No  person  shall  be  a member  of  any  Subordinate  Council  in  this 
State,  unless  he  possesses  all  the  qualifications,  and  comes  up  to  all  the  re(}uire- 
ments  laid  down  in  the  Constitution  of  the  National  Council,  and  whose  wife, 
(if  he  has  one,)  is  not  a Pvoman  Catholic. 
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Sec.  3. — Xo  application  for  membership  shall  be  received  and  acted  on  from 
a person  residing  out  of  the  State,  or  resides  in  a county  where  there  is  a Coun- 
cil in  existence,  unless  upon  special  cause  to  be  stated  to  the  Council,  to  be 
judged  of  by  the  same;  and  such  person,  if  the  reasons  be  considered  suffi- 
cient, may  be  initiated  the  same  night  he  is  projiosed,  provided  he  resides  five 
miles  or  more  from  the  place  where  the  Council  is  located.  But  no  person  can 
vote  in  any  Council,  except  the  one  of  which  he  is  a member. 

Sec.  4. — Every  person  applying  for  membership,  shall  be  voted  for  by  ballot, 
in  open  Council,  if  a ballot  is  requested  by  a single  member.  If  one  third  of 
the  votes  cast  be  against  the  applicant,  he  shall  be  rejected.  If  any  applicant 
be  rejected,  he  shall  not  be  again  proposed  within  six  months  thereafter.  No- 
thing herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  initiation  of  applicants 
privately,  by  those  empowered  to  do  so,  in  localities  where  there  are  no  Coun- 
cils within  a convenient  distance. 

Sec.  5. — Any  member  of  one  Subordinate  Council  wishing  to  change  his 
membership  to  another  Council,  shall  apply  to  the  Council  to  which  he  belongs, 
either  in  writing  or  orally  through  another  member,  and  the  question  shall  be 
decided  by  the  Council.  If  a majority  are  in  favor  of  granting  him  an  hono- 
rable dismission,  he  shall  receive  the  same  in  writing,  to  be  signed  by  the  Pre- 
sident and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary.  But  until  a member  thus  receiving 
an  honorable  dismission  has  actually  been  admitted  to  membership  in  another 
Council,  he  shall  be  held  subject  to  the  discipline  of  the  Council  from  which  he 
has  received  the  dismission,  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  same,  for  any  violation  of 
the  requirements  of  the  Order.  Before  being  received  in  the  Council,  to  which 
he  wishes  to  transfer  his  membership,  he  shall  present  said  certificate  of  hono- 
rable dismission,  and  shall  be  received  as  new  members  are. 

Sec.  G. — Applications  for  the  Second  Degree  shall  not  bo  received  except  in 
Second  Degree  Councils,  and  voted  on  by  SAcond  and  Third  Degree  members 
only,  and  applications  for  the  Third  Degree  shall  be  received  in  Third  Degree 
Councils,  and  voted  on  by  Third  Degree  members  only. 

Article  II. 

Each  Subordinate  Council  shall  fix  on  its  own  time  and  place  for  meeting : 
and  shall  meet  at  least  once  a month,  but  where  net  very  inconvenient,  it  is  re- 
commended that  they  meet  once  a week.  Thirteen  members  shall  form  a quo- 
rum for  the  transaction  of  business.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the 
President,  at  any  time,  at  the  request  of  four  members  of  the  Order. 

Article  III. 

Sec.  1. — The  men^bers  of  each  Subordinate  Council  rffiail  consist  of  a Presi- 
dent, Vice  President,  Instructor,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Xarshal,  Inside  and 
Outside  Sentinel,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term*  of  six  months,  or 
until  their  successors  are  elected  and  installed. 

Sec.  *2. — The  officers  of  each  Subordinate  Council,  (except  tbe  sentinels,  who 
shall  bo  appointed  by  the  President,)  shall  be  elected  at  the  first  regular  meet- 
ings in  January  and  July,  separately,  and  by  ballot;  and  each  shall  receive  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  to  entitle  him  to  an  election.  No  n^ember  shall 
be  elected  to  any  office,  unle.ss  he  be  present  and  signify  his  assent  thereto  at 
the  time  of  his  election.  A ly  vacancy  which  may  occur  by  death,  resignation, 
or  otherwise,  shall  he  filled  a : the  next  meeting  thereafter,  in  the  manner,  and 
form  above  described. 

Sec  3.  — The  FreauJent. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  of  each  Sub- 
ordinate Council,  to  preside  in  the  Council,  and  enforce  a due  observance  of  the 
Constitution  and  rules  of  the  Order,  and  a proper  re.'=:poct  fur  the  State  Council 
and  the  National  Council — to  have  sole  and  exclusive  charge  of  the  Charter 
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and  the  Constitution  and  Eitual  of  the  Order,  which  he  must  always  have  with 
him  when  his  Council  is  in  session,  to  see  tiiafc  all  officers  perform  their  respec- 
tive duties — to  announce  all  bailotings  to  the  Council — to  decide  all  questions 
of  order — to  give  the  casting  vote  in  all  cases  of  a tie — to  convene  special 
meetings  when  deemed  expedient — to  draw  warrants  on  the  Treasurer  for  all 
suni<5,  tiie  payment  of  which  is  ordered  by  the  Council — and  to  perform  such 
other  duties  as  are  demanded  of  him  by  the  Constitutions  and  liitual  of  the 
Order.  » 

Sec.  4. — The  Tice  President  of  each  Subordinate  Council  shall  assist  the 
PresidL,nt  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  whilst  his  Council  is  in  session  ; and 
in  his  absence,  shall  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  ITesident, 

Sec.  5. — The  Instructor  shall  perform  the  duties  of  the  President,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  President  and  Vice  Iffiesiden't,  and  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President,  perform  such  duties  as  nray  be  assigned  to  him  by  the  Kitual. 

Sec.  0. — The  Secretary  shall  keep  an  accurate  record  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Council.  He  shall  write  all  communications,  till  all  notices,  attest  ail  war- 
rants drawn  by  the  Pre.sident  for  the  payment  of  money  ; he  shall  keep  a cor- 
rect roll  of  all  the  members  of  the  Council,  together  with  their  age,  residence 
and  occupation,  in  the  order  in  which  they  have  been  admitted  ’ he  shail,  at 
tlie  expiration  of  every  three  months,  make  out  a report  of  all  work  done  dur- 
iug  that  time,  which  report  he  shall  forward  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Coun- 
cil; and  when  superseded  in  his  office,  shall  deliver  ail  books,  papers,  <ke.,  in 
his  hands,  to  his  successor.  ' ^ 

Sec.  7. — The  Treasurer  shall  hold  all  monies  raised  exclusively  for  the  use  of 
the  State  Council,  which  he  shall  pay  over  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Council 
at  its  regular  sessmns,  or  whenever  called  upon  by  the  President  of  the  State 
Council.  He  shall  receive  all  monies  for  the  use  of  the  Subordinate  Council 
and  pay  all  amounts  drawn  for  on  himi,  by  the  President  of  the  Subordinate 
Council,  if  attested  by  the  Secretary. 

Sec,  8. — The  Marshal  shall  perform  such  duties,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President,  as  may  be  required  of  him  by  the  Pcitiial. 

Sec.  0. — The  Inside  Sentinel  shall  have  charge  of  the  inner  door,  and  act 
under  the  directions  of  the  President.  He  shall  admit  no  person,  unless  he 
can  prove  himself  a member  of  this  order,  and  of  the  same  Degree  in  which 
the  Council  is  opened,  or  by  order  of  the  President,  or  is  satisfactorily  vouched 
for.* 

vScc.  10. — The  Outside  Sentinel  shall  have  charge  of  the  outer  door,  and  act 
in  accordance  with  the  order.s  of  the  President.  lie  shall  permit  no  person  to 
enter  the  outer  door  uiiless  be  give  the  password  of  the  Degree  in  which  the 
Council  is  at  work,  or  is  properly  vouched  for. 

Sec.  11. — The  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Sentinels,  shall  recive  such  compen- 
sation as  the  Subordinate  Councils  may  each  conclude  to  allow. 

Sec.  P2. — Each  Subordinate  Council  may  levy  its  own  fees  for  initiation,  to 
raise  a fund  to  pay  its  duos  to  the  State  Council,  and  to  defray  its  own  exp^m- 
ses.  Each  Council  may,  also,  at  its  discrefian,  initiate  without  charging  the 
usual  fee,  those  it  considers  unable  to  pay  the  same. 

Sec.  ]d. — The  President  shall  keep  in  bis  possession  the  Constitution  and 
Eitual  of  the  Order.  He  shall  not  suffer  the  same  to  go  out  of  bis  posse.<si-.ui 
under  arr/  pretence  whatever,  unless  in  ca.se  of  absence,  when  he  may  put  them 
in  the  hands  of  the  Vice  President  or  Instructor,  or  whilst  the  Council  is  in 
session,  for  the  inforrnafion  of  a member  wishing  to  see  it,  for  the  purpose  vt 
initiation,  or  conferring  of  Degrees. 

Article  IV. 

Each  Subordinate  Council  shall  have  power  to  adopt  such  Ey-Laws,  Ilules, 
and  Regulations,  fur  its  own  government,  as  it  may  think  proper,  not  inconsis- 
tent with  the  Constitutions  of  the  National  and  State  Councils. 
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rORM  OF  APPLICATIOX 
For  a Charier  to  organize  a new  Council. 

Post  Office county, 

Pate , 

To _ ^ ^ _ 

President  of  the  State  Council  of  North  Carolina  : 

"We,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  Third  Degree,  being  desirous  of  ex- 
tending the  influence  and  usefulness  of  our  organization,  do  hereby  ask  for  a 
Warrant  of  Dispensation,*  instituting  and  organizing  us  as  a subordinate  branch 
of  the  Order,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  Council  of  the  State  of  North 

Carolina,  to  be  known  and  hailed  as  Council  No.  , and- to  be  located  at 

, in  the  county  of , State  of  North  Carolina. 

And  wm  do  hereby  pledge  ourselves  to  be  governed  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  State  Council  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  of  the  Grand  Council  of 
the  U.  S.,  N.  A-,  and  that  we  will,  in  all  things,  conform  to  the  rules  and  usa- 
ges of  the  Order. 

Names.  Pvesldences. 

FORM  OF  DIS3IISSION 
From  one  Council  to  anotJ^cr. 

This  is  to  certify  that  Brother , a member  of  Council,  No. 

, having  made  an  application  to  change  his  membership  from  this  Coun- 
cil to  that  of  Council,  No.  , at , in  the  count}*  of  , 

I do  hereby  declare,  that  said  brother  has  received  an  honorable  dismission  from 

this  Council,  and  is  hereby  recommended,  for  membership  in Council, 

No. , in  the  county  of , N.  C. ; provided,  however,  that  until 

Brother has  been  admitted  to  membership  in  said  Council,  he  is  to  be 

considered  subject  to  the  discipline  of  this  Council,  to  be  dealt  with  by  the 

same  for  any  violation  of  the  requirements  of  the  Order.  This  the day 

of 185 — , and  the year  of  American  Independence. 

President Council, 

No. . 

Secretary. 

FORM  OF  CERTIFICATE 
For  Delegates  to  the  State  Council. 

Council,  No. , 

^ county  of , N.  C. 

This  is  to  certify  that and were,  at  the  regular  meeting  of 

this  Council,  held  on  tlie  — , 185 — , duly  elected  delegates  to  represent 

this  Council  in  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Coireeil,  to  be  held  in 
, on  the  3d  Monday  in  November  next.  And  by  virtue  of  the  autho- 
rity in  me  reposed,  I do  hereby  declare  the  said and to  be  in- 

vested with  all  the  rights,  powers  and  privileges  of  the  delegates  a.s  aforesaid.. 
This  being  the day  of , 185 — , and  the year  of  our  Na- 

tional Independence. 

— President  of 
Council,  No. 


Secretary. 
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FORM  OF  NOTICE. 


From  the  Subordinate  Councils  to  the  State  Council,  whenever  any  memher  of 
a Subordinate  Council  is  expelled. 

• Council,  Xo. , 

county  of , N.  C. 


To  the  President  of  the  State  Council  of  North  Carolina : 

Sir: — This  is  to  inform  you  that  at  a meeting  of  this  Council,  held  on  the 
of , 1S5 — , was  duly  expelled  from  membership  iu 


said  Council,  and  thus  deprived  of  all  the  privileges,  rights  and  benefits  of  this 
Organization. 

In  accordance  with  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  Council, 
you  are  hereby  duly  notified  of  th<3  same,  that  you  may  officially  notify  all  the 

Subordinate  Councils  of  the  State  to  bo  upon  their  guard  against  the  said , 

as  one  unworthy  to  associate  with  patriotic  and  good  men,  and  {if  expelled  for 

violatiny  his  cbliyation)  as  a perjurer  to  God  and  his  country.  The  said 

is  about years  of  age,  and  is  by  livelihood,  a . 

Duly  certified,  this  the day  of 185—,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Na- 

tional Independence. 

President  of 


Secretary. 


Council,  No. 


FIKST  DEGPEE  COUNCIL. 


To  be  admitted  to  membership  in  this  order,  the  applicant  shall  be  — 
1st.  Proposed  and  found  acceptabldf 

t2nd.  Introduced  and  examined  under  the  guarantee  of  secrecy. 

3d.  Placed  under  the  obligation  which  the  order  imposes. 

4th.  Rerpaired  to  enroll  his  name  and  place  of  residence. 

5th.  Jnstrujted  in  the  forms  and  usages  and  ceremonies  of  the  order. 
Gth.  Solemnly  charged  as  to  the  objects  to  be  obtained,  and  bis  duties. 


[A  recommendation  of  a candidate  to  this  order,  shall  be  received  only  from 
a brother  of  approved  integrity.  It  shall  be  accompanied  by  minute  particulars 
as  to  name,  age,  calling,  and  residence,  and  by  an  explicit  voucher  for  his  Cjuali- 
fications,  and  a personal  pledge  for  his  fideliry.  These  particulars  shall  be  re- 
coriled  by  the  secretary  iu  a book  kept  for  that  purpose.  The  recommendatiou 
may  be  referred,  and  the  ballot  taken  at  such  time,  and  in  such  a manner  as 
the  State  Council  may  prescribe;  but  no  communication  shall  be  made  to  the 
candidate  until  the  ballot  has  been  declared  in  his  favor.  Candidates  shall  be 
received  iu  the  ante-room  by  the  Marshal  and  the  Secretary.] 

OUTSIDE. 

Marshal.-r-Do  you  believe  in  a supreme  Being,  the  Creator  and  Preserver  of 
the  universe.  ^ 

Mn.s. — I do. 

Marshal. — Before  proceedinc:  further,  we  require  a solemn  obligation  of 
secrecy  aud  truth.  If  you  wi’l  take  such  an  obligation,  you  will  lay  your  right 
hand  upon  the  Holy  Bible  and  Cross. 

(When  it  is  known  that  tho  applicant  is  a Protestant,  the  cross  may  be  omit- 
ted, or  affirmation  may  be  allowed.) 
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f , OBLIGATION.  • 

i You  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  you  will  never  reveal  anything  said 
» or  done  in  this  room,  the  names  of  any  persons  present,  nor  the  existence  of 

t this  society,  whether  found  worthy  to  proceed  or  not,  and  that  all  your  deciara- 

l tions  shall  be  true,  so  help  you  God  ? 

“ I Clo/^ 

Marshal. — ^^"he^e  were  you  horn  ? 

Marshal. — Where  is  your  permanent  residence  ? 

(If  born  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  the  answer  shall  be 
written,  the  candidate  dismissed  with  an  admonition  of  secrecy,  and  the  brother 
vouching  for  him  suspended  from  all  the  privileges  of  the  order,  unless  upon 
satisfactory  proof  that  he  has  been  misinformed.) 

Marshal. — Are  you  twenty-one  years  of  age  ? 

I am.’' 

Marshal. — Were  you  born  of  Protestant  parents  or  were  you  re<ared  under 
Protestant  influence  ? 

A/is. — “ Yes.”  ' • ‘ 

I Marshal. — If  married,  is  your  wife  a Poman  Catholic? 

I (“  No”  or  Yes” — the  answer  to  be  valued  as  the  Constitution  of  the  State 

i Council  shall  provide.) 

r Marshal. — Are  you  wdlling  to  use  your  influence  and  vote  only  for  native-born 
i American  citizens  for  all  offices  of  honor,  trust  or  profit  in  the  gift  of  the  peo- 

ple, to  the  exclusion  of  all  foreigners  and  aliens,  and  Roman  Catholics  in  parti- 
cular, and  without  regard  to  party  predilections  ? 

Rrts. — “ I am.” 

INSIDE. 

(The  Marshal  shall  then  repair  to  the  council  in  session,  and  present  the 
written  list  of  names,  vouchers  and  answers  to  the  President,  who  shall  cause 
them  to  be  read  aloud,  and  a vote  of  the  council  to  be  taken  on  each  name,  in 
such  manner  as  prescribed  by  its  bye-laws.  If  doubts  arise  in  the  ante-room, 
they  shall  be  referred  to  the  council.  If  a candidate  be  dismi.ssed,  be  shall  be 
admonished  to  secrecy.  The  candidates  declared  elected  shall  be  conducted  to 
seats  within  the  council,  apart  from  the  brethren.  When  all  are  present  the 
President  by  one  blow  of  the  gavii,  ^hall  call  to  order  and  say  :) 

President.  — Brother  Marshal,  introduce  the  candidates  to  the  Vice-President, 

Marshal. — Worthy  Vice- President,  I present  to  you  these  candidates,  who 
Lave  duly  answered  all  questions. 

j Vice-President,  rising  in  his  place. — Gentlemen,  it  is  my  office  to  welcome 
I you  as  friends.  "When  you  shall  have  assumed  the  patriotic  vow  by  which  we 

I are  all  bound,  we  will  embrace  you  as  brothers.  1 am  authorized  to  declare  that 

j our  obligations  enjoin  nothing  which  is  incon.sistent  with  the  duty  which  every 

I good  man  owes  to  his  Creator,  his  country,  his  family  or  himself.  We  do  not 

I compel  you,  against  your  convictions,  to  act  with  us  in  our  good  work  ; but  should 

I you  at  any  time  wish  to  withdraw,  it  will  be  our  <iuty  to  granj,  you  a dismissal  in 

■ good  faith.  If  satisfied  with  this  assurance,  you  will  rise  upon  your  feet,  (paics- 

iii(j  lid  they  d.(j  so,)  place  the  left  hand  upon  the  breast,  and  raise  the  right  hand 
" towards  heaven. 

(The  brethren  to  remain  st  ated  till  called  up.) 

OBLIGATION. 

In  the  presence  of  Almighty  God  and  these  witnesses,  you  do  solemnly  pro- 
! mise  and  swear  that  you  will  never  betray  any  of  the  secjccts  of  this  society, 
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Dor  communicate  them  even  to  proper  caniJidatc?,  except  -^vitbin  a lavful  council 
of  the  order;  tint  you  never  Tviil  permit  any  of  the  secrets  of  this  society  to  be 
written,  or  in  any  other  maimer  made  legible,  except  for  tho  purpose  of  official 
iastruction  that  you  will  not  vote,  nor  give  your  iniluence  for  any  man,  for  any 
office  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  unless  he  bo  an  American  born  citizen,  in  favor 
of  Americans  ruling  America,  nor  if  he  be  a ]loinaii  Catholic  ; tliat  you  will  in 
all  political  matters,  so  far  as  this  order  is  concerned,  comply  with  the  will  of 
the  majority,  though  it  may  conflict  with  your  personal  preference,  so  long  as  it 
does  not  conilict  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America  or  that 
of  the  vState  in  w’bich  you  reside;  that  you  will  not,  under  any  circumstances 
•whatever,  Ivnovdngly  recommend  an  unworthy  person  for  initiation,  nor  suffer 
it  to  be  done  if  in  your  power  to  prevent  it;  that  you  will  not,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, expose  the  name  of  any  member  of  this  order,  mo r reveal  tho  ex- 
istence of  such  an  association  ; that  you  wdil  answ’cr  an  impprative  notice  issued 
hyitho  proper  authority;  obey  the  command  of  the  State  Council,  President, 
or  his  deputy,  whole  assembled  by  such  notice,  and  respond  to  the  claim  of  a 
or  a cry  of  the  order,  unless  it  be  physically  impossible;  and  that  you  will 
ackDOwledtrc  the  State  Council  of  - — ^ as  the  legislative  head,  the  ruling  au- 
thority, and  the  supreme  tribunal  of  the  order  in  the  State  of  , acting 

■under  the  jurisdiction  of  tho  Aational  Council  of  the  United  States  of  Affirth 
America. 

Uinding  yourself  in  the  penalty  of  excommunication  from  the  order,  the  for- 
feiture of  all  intercourse  'with  its  members,  and  being  denounced  in  all  the  soci- 
eties of  the  same,  as  a wilful  traitor  to  your  God  and  your  country. 

(The  President  shall  call  up  every  person  present  by  three  blows  of  the  ga; 
vil,  when  the  candidates  shall  all  repeat  after  the  A^ice-President  in  concert :) 

All  this  I voluntarily  and  sincerely  promise,  with  a full  understanding  of  the 
solemn  sanctions  and  penalties. 

Vice- F resident.  — You  have  now  taken  solemn  oaths,  and  made  as  sacred  pro- 
i5>isos  as  man  can  make,  that  you  will  keep  all  our  secrets  inviolate;  and  we  wish 
you  distinctly  to  understand  that  he  that  takes  these  oaths  and  makes  these  pro- 
mises, and  then  violates  them,  leaves  the  foul,  the  deep  and  blighting  stain  of 
perjury  resting  on  his  soul. 

Frecldcnt. — (Having  seated  all  by  one  blow  of  tho  gavil.) — Prothcr  Instruc- 
tor, tliese  new  brothers  having  complied  with  the  demands  of  the  order,  are  en- 
tided  to  the  secrers  and  privileges  of  the  same.  Y^ou  will,  therefore,  invest 
them  with  everything  appertaining  to  the  first  degree. 

Ir.<tructor. — jJrothcrs  : the  practices  and  proceedings  in  our  order  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

AVe  liave  pass-words  necessary  to  be  used  to  obtain  admission  to  our  councils ; 
fortns  for  our  conduct  while  there;  means  of  recognizing  each  other  when  abroad  ; 
means  of  mutual  protection  ; and  methods  for  giving  notices  to  members. 

At  the  outer  door  you  wilU  [make  an)/  ovdlnar)j  alarm  to  attract  the  notice 
of  the  outside  sentinel.) 

AVhen  the  wicket  is  opened  you  vdll  pronounce  the  (icords — icJiat’s  the  paud) 
in  a whisper.  The  outside  sentinel  will  reply  ( Give  It),  when  you  will  give  tim* 
term  pass-word  and  be  admitted  to  tlie  ante-room.  Y’ou  will  then  proceed  :o 

* In  the  Ititual  (he  -w^ords  in  parenthesis  arc  omitted.  In  the  key  to  the  Ritu.al,  tl’ey  a‘8 
written  in  fi^'ures — the  alphabet  used  bein;,j  tho  same  as  printed  belo-nr..  So  throughout. 
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tbe  inner  door  and  give  (one  rap).  "When  the  wicket  is  opened,  give  your 
iinme,  the  number  of,  iind  location  of  your  council,  the  explanation  of  the  term 
pass,  and  the  degree  pass-word. 

If  these  be  found  correct,  you  will  be  admitted ; if  not,  your  name  will  be 
reported  to  the  Vice-President,  and  must  be  properly  vouched  for  before  you 
can  gain  admission  to  tbe  council.  You  will  then  proceed  to  tlie  centre  of  the 
room  and  address  the  (Fresuianf)  with  the  countersigif,  which  is  performed  thus, 
(placinj  the  rhjht  hand  d'nvjonallij  across  die  moatli.)  W hen  this  salutation  is 
recognized,  you  will  cpaietly  take  your  seat. 

This  feign  is  peculiar  to  this  degree,  and  is  never  to  be  used  outside  of  the 
eoi'.noii  room,  nor  during  the  conferring  of  this  degree.  Vrheii  retiring,  you 
will  address  the  ( Yire-Fresideiit)  in  the  same  manner,  and  also  give  the  degree 
pass-word  to  the  inside  sentinel. 

The  “term  pass-word"  is  (He  are.) 

(The  pass-word  and  explanation  is  to  be  established  by  each  State  Council  for 
its  respective  subordinates.) 

The  “explanation"  of  the  “ term-pass,"  to  be  used  at  the  inner  door,  is  {our 
covnirij  8 hape.) 

The  “degree  pass-word"  is  {Fdatived) 

The  “travelling  pass-word"  is  {The  memary  of  our  pilgrim  fathers.) 

{This  word  is  changed  annually  by  the  President  of  the  National  Council  of 
the  United  States,  and  is  to  be  made  and  used  only  when  the  brother  is  travel- 
ing beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  his  own  State,  District  or  Territory.  It  and  all 
other  pass-words  must  be  communicated  in  a whisper,  and  no  brother  is  entitled 
, to  communicate  them  to  another,  without  authority  from  the  presiding  officer.) 

The  “siirn  of  recognition"  is  (graspjing  the  rigid  lapyel  of  the  coat  icith  the 
right  hand,  the  fore  fugcr  hmug  extended  inwards.) 

The  “answer"  is  given  by  (a  similar  action  icith  the  left  hand.) 

^ The  “ grip"  is  given  by  {an  ordinary  shake  of  the  hand.) 

The  person  challenging  shall  {dieri  draw  the  fore  finger  along  the  palm  of  the 
hand.)  The  answer  will  be  given  by  {a  similar  action  forming  a link  by  hook- 
ing  together  the  ends  of  the  fore  finger  f)  wdien  the  following  conversation  en- 
sues— the  cballengiog  party  first  saying  {is  that  yours  f)  The  answer,  {it  is.) 
Then  the  response  {how  did  you  get  it  ?),  followed  by  the  rejoinder  {it  is  my 
hirth-rigJd.) 

Public  notice  for  a meeting  is  given  by  means  of  a {piece  of  white  paper  the 
shape  of  a heart.) 

(In  citiest  the  of  the  where  the  meeting  is  to  be  held,  will  be  written 
legibly  upon  the  notice  ; and  upon  the  election  day  said  will  denote  the 
where  your  presence  is  needed.  This  notice  will  never  be  passed,  but  'tvili  be 
***  or  thrown  upon  tlie  sidewalk  with  a in  the  centre.) 

If  information  i.s  wanting  of  the  object  of  the  gathering,  or  of  tbe  place,  S:c., 
the  inquirer  will  ask  of  an  undoubted  brother  {where's  when?)  The  brother 
will  give  tbe  information  if  possessed  of  it;  if  not,  it  will  be  yours  and  his 
duty  to  continue  the  inquiry,  and  thus  disseminate  the  call  throughout  the 
brotherhood. 

If  tbe  color  of  {die paper)  be  {red,)  it  will  denote  actual  trouble,  which  re- 
quires that  you  come  prepared  to  meet  it. 

The  “'cry  of  distress" — to  be  used  only  in  time  of  danger,  or  where  the 
American  interests  requires  an  immediate  a.sscmblage  of  the  brethren — is  (o/i, 
oA,  oA.)  The  response  is  (Am,  hio,  h-i-o.) 

The  “sign  of  caution" — to  bo  given  when  a brother  is  speaking  unguardedly 
before  a stranger — is  {draicmg  the  Jurc-fugir  and  duirnb  togrthcr  across  the 
eyes,  the  rest  of  dio  hand  being  closed,)  which  signifies  “keep  dark." 

* 

I Concerning:;  what  is  said  of  cC/ies,  the  key  to  the  Ritual  says ; “ CouaiJcrcvl  unnecessary  to 
decipher  what  is  said  in  regard  to  cities.'^ 
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Brotbors,  you  arc  now  initiated  into  and  made  acquainted  with  the  work  and 
organization  of  a council  of  thl3  degree  of  the  order;  and  the  Marshal  wiii 
present  you  to  the  worthy  President  for  admonition, 

Preiiidenf. — It  has,  no  doubt,  been  long  apparent  to  you,  brothers,  that  !■- 
reign  inliuenco  and  Roman  Catholicism  have  been  making  steady  and  alarming 
progress  in  our  country.  You  cannot  have  failed  to  observe  the  siguilicauc 
transition  of  the  foreigner^  and  Romanist  from  a character  quiet,  retiring,  and 
even  abject,  to  one  bold,  threatening,  turbulent  and  despotic  in  its  appearance 
and  assumptions.  You  must  have  become  alarmed  at  the  systematic  and  rapid- 
ly augmenting  power  of  these  dangerous  and  unnatural  elements  of  our  national 
condition.  So  is  it,  brothers,  with  others  beside  yourselves  in  every  State  of 
the  Union.  A sense  of  danger  has  struck  the  great  heart  of  the  nation.  In 
every  city,  town  and  hamlet,  the  danger  has  been  seen  and  the  alarm  sounded. 
And  hence  true  men  have  cUvisecI  this  order  as  a means  of  disseminating  patri- 
otic principles,  of  keeping  alive  the  fire  of  national  virtue,  of  fostering  the  na- 
tional intelligence,  and  of  advancing  America  and  the  American  interest  on  the 
one  side,  and  on  the  other  of  checking  the  strides  of  the  foreigner  or  alien, 
or  thwarting  the  machinations  and  subverting  the  deadly  plans  of  the  Papist 
and  Jesuit. 

Note. — The  President  shall  impress  upon  the  initiates'  the  importance  of 
secrecy,  the  manner  of  proceeding  in  recommending  candidates  fur  initiation, 
and  the  responsibility  of  the  duties  which  they  have  assumed. 

SECOND  DEGREE  COUNCIL. 

3farsha.L — Worthy  President;  These  brothers  have  been  duly  elected  to  the 
second  degree  of  this  order.  I present  them  to  you  for  obligation. 

President. — Rrothers  : You  will  place  your  left  band  upon  your  right  breast, 
and  ejstend  your  right  hand  towards  the  flag  of  our  country,  preparatory  to  % 
obligation.  (Each  council  room  should  have  a neat  American  flag  festooned 
over  the  platform  of  the  President.) 

OBLIGATION. 

You,  and  each  of  you,  of  your  own  free  w’ill  and  accord,  in  the  presence  of 
Abnighty  God  and  these  witnesses,  your  left  hand  resting  upon  your  right 
breast,  and  your  right  hand  extended  to  the  flag  of  your  country,  do  solemnly 
and  sincerely  swear,  that  you  will  not  under  any  circumstances  disclose  in  any 
manner,  nor/ suffer  it  to  be  done  by  others,  if  in  your  power  to  prevent  it,  the 
name,  signs,  passwords,  or  other  secrets  of  this  degree,  except  in  open  council 
for  the  purpose  of  instruction  ; that  you  will  in  all  things  conform  to  all  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  this  Order,  and  to  the  constitution  and  b3’-laws  of  this 
or  any  other  council  to  which  you  may  be  attached,  so  long  as  they  do  not  cu.n- 
fiict  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  nor  that  of  the  State  in  which 
you  reside  ; that  you  will  under  all  circumstances,  if  in  your  power  so  to  do, 
attend  to  all  regular  signs  or  summons  that  may  be  thrown  or  sent  to  you  by  a 
brother  of  this  or  any  other  degree  of  this  order;  that  you  will  support  in  aii 
political  matters,  for  all  political  offices,  members  of  this  order  in  preference  to 
other  persons  ; that  if  it  may  be  done  legally,  you  will,  when  elected  or  ap- 
pointed to  any  official  station  conferring  on  you  the  power  to  do  so,  remove  aii 
foreigners,  aliens,  or  Roman  Utthoiics  from  ofiice  or  place,  and  that  you  will  m 
no  case  appoint  such  to  any  ' itlice  or  place  in  your  gift.  You  do  also  promi- .• 
and  swear  that  this  and  all  other  obligations  whicii  you  have  previously  taken 
in  this  order,  shall  ever  be  kept  through  life  sacred  and  inviolate.  All  this  you 
promise  and  declare,  as  Americans,  to  sustain  and  abide  by,  without  any  heuita- 
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tlon  or  mental  reservation  whatever/  So  help  you  God  and  keep  you  stead- 
fast. 

(J’lach  will  answer  do/') 

J^resiJcnt. — Brother  Marshal^  you  will  now  present  the  brothers  to  the  In- 
structor for  instructions  in  the  second  degree  of  the  order. 

Marshal. — Brother  Instructor,  by  direction  of  our  worthy  President,  I pre- 
sent these  brothers  before  you  that  you  may  instruct  them  in  the  secrets  and 
mysteries  of  the  second  degree  of  the  order. 

Instructor. — Brothers,  in  this  degree  we  have  an  entering  sign  and  a counter- 
sign. At  the  outer  door  proceed  {as  in  the  first  le'jree.)  At  the  inner  door 
you  will  make  {two  raps,)  and  proceed  as  in  the  first  degree^  second 

degree  pass-word,  which  is  {American,)  instead  of  that  of  tiie  first  degree.  If 
found  to  be  correct,  you  will  then  be  admitted,  and  proceed  {tojhe  centre  of  the 
room,)  giving  the  countersign,  which  is  made  thus  {extenlnoj  ihe/riaht  arm  to 
the  national  faj  over  the  FresiJent,  the p> aim  of  the  haaid  heing  upwards.) 

The  sign  of  recognition  in  this  degree  is  the  same  as  in  the  first  degree,  with 
the  addition  of  {the  middle  finger,)  and  the  response  to  bo  made  in  a {similar 
manner.) 

^larshal,  you  will  now  present  the  brothers  to  the  worthy  President  for  ad- 
monition. 

Marshal. — Worthy  President,  I now  present  these  candidates  to  you  for  ad- 
monition. 

Fresident. — Brothers,  you  are  now  duly  initiated  into  the  second  degree  of 
this  order.  Pvenewing  the  congratulations  which  we  extended  to  you  upon  your 
admission  to  the  first  degree,  we  admonish  you  by  every  tie  that  may  nerve  pa- 
triots, to  aid  us  in  our  efforts  to  restore  the  political  institutions  of  our  country 
to  their  original  purity.  Begin  with  the  youth  of  our  land.  Insnl  into  their 
minds  the  lessons  of  our  country’s  history — the  glorious  battles  and  the  brilliant 
deeds  of  patriotism  of  our  fathers,  through  which  w’e  received  the  inestimable 
blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  Point  them  to  the  example  of  the  sages 
and  the  statesmen  w^ho  founded  our  government.  Implant  in  their  bosoms  an 
ardent  love  for  the  Union.  Above  all  else,  keep  alive  in  their  bosoms  the  me- 
mory, the  maxims,  ami  the  deathless  example  of  our  illustrious  WASHING- 
TON. 

Brothers,  recalling  to  your  minds  the  solemn  obligations  which  you  have 
severally  taken  in  this  and  the  first  degree,  1 now  pronounce  you  entitled  to  all 
the  privileges  of  membership  in  this  the  second  degree  of  our  Order. 

TIIIEI)  UEGEEE  COUNCIL. 

Marshal. — Worthy  President,  these  brothers  having  been  duly  elected  to  the 
third  degree  of  this  order,  I present  them  before  you  for  obligation, 

Fresident. — Brothers,  you  will  place  yourselves  in  a circle  around  me,  each 
one  crossing  your  arms  upon  your  breasts,  and  grasping  firmly  each  other's 
hands,  holding  the  right  hand  of  the  brother  on  the  right,  and  the  left  hand  of 
the  brother  on  the  left,  so  as  to  form  a circle,  syi.ibolicai  of  the  links  of  an  un- 
b!*oken  chain,  and  of  a ring  which  has  no  end. 

Note. — This  degree  is  to  be  conferred  with  the  national  fiag  elevated  in  the 
centre  of  the  circle,  by  the  aide  of  the  President  or  Instructor,  and  not  on  less 
than  five  at  any  one  time,  in  order  to  give  it  solemnity,  and  also  for  the  forma- 
tion of  the  circle — except  in  the  first  instaruje  of  conferring  it  on  the  othcers  of 
the  State  and  subordinate  councils,  that  they  may  be  empowered  to  progress 
wit  ' the  work. 

The  obligation  and  charge  in  this  degree  may  be  given  by  the  President  or 
Instructor,  as  the  President  may  prefer, 
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OBLIGATION. 

You  and  each  of  you,  of  your  own  free  will  and  accord,  in  tbe  presence  of 
Almighty  Ood  and  these  witnesses,  with  your  hands  joined  in  token  of  that  fra- 
teraal  afieeiioa  which  should  ever  bind  together  the  States  of  this  Union — for- 
ming a ring,  in  token  of  your  determination  that,  so  far  as  your  efforts  can 
avail,  this  Union  shall  have  no  end — do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  [or  afhrm] 
thaUyou  will  not  under  any  circumstances  disclose  in  any  manner,  nor  suffer  it 
to  be  done  by  others  if  in  your  power  to  prevent  it,  the  name,  signs,  pass- words 
or  other  secrets  of  this  degree,  except  to  those  to  whom  you  may  prove  on  trial 
to  be  brothers  of  the  same  degree,  or  in  open  council,  for  the  purpose  of  instruc- 
tion; that  you  do  hereby  solemnly  declare  your  devotion  to  the  Union  of  the^e 
States;  that  iu  the  di^:charge  of  your  duties  as  American  c'itizcns,  you  will  up- 
hold, maintain  and  defend  it;  that  you  will  discourage  and  discoantenance  any 
and  every  attempt,  coming  from  any  and  every  quarter,  which  you  believe  to 
be  designed  or  calculated  to  destroy  or  subvert  it,  or  to  weaken  its  bonds  ; and 
that  you  will  use  your  influence,  so  far  as  in  your  power,  in  endeavoring  to  pro- 
cure an  amicable  and  equitable  adjustment  of  all  political  discontents  or  differ- 
ences, which  may  threaten  its  injury  or  overthrow.  You  further  promise  and 
swear  [or  affirm,]  that  you  will  not  vote  for  any  one  to  fill  any  office  of  honor, 
profit  or  trust  of  a political  character,  whom  you  know  or  believe  to  be  in  favor 
of  a dissolution  of  the  Union  of  these  States,  or  who  is  endeavoring  to  produce 
that  result;  that  you  will  vote  for  and  support  for  all  political  offices,  third  or 
Union  degree  members  of  this  Order  in  preference  to  all  others;  that  if  it  may 
be  done  consistently  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  land,  you  will,  when 
elected  or  appointed  to  any  official  station  which  may  confer  on  you  the  power 
to  do  to,  remove  from  office  or  place. ail  persons  whom  you  know  or  believe  to 
be  in  favor  of  a dissolution  of  the  Union,  or  who  are  endeavoring  to  produce 
that  result;  and  that  you  will  in  no  case  appoint  such  persons  to  any  poliiical 
office  or  place  whatever.  All  this  you  promise  and  swear  [or  affirm]  upon  year 
honor  as  American  citizens  and  friends  of  the  American  Union,  to  sustain  and 
abide  by  without  any  hesitation  or  mental  reservation  whatever.  You  also  pro- 
imso  and  swear  [or  affirm]  that  this  and  all  other  obligations  which  you  have 
proviuLisIy  taken  in  this  order,  shall  ever  bo  kept  sacred  and  inviolate.  To  all 
thi-s  you  r.ledgo  your  your  fortunes,  and  your  sacred  honors.  So  help  you 

Go<i  and  keep  you  sreadfast. 

(Each  one  shall  answer,  I do.''') 

— Krother  Marshal,  you  will  now  present  the  brothers  to  the  In- 
structor for  final  instruction  in  this  the  third  degree  of  the  Order. 

Jfftrslia/. — Instructor,  by  direction  of  our  worthy  President,  I present  these 
brothers  before  you  that  you  may  instruct  them  in  the  secrets  and  mysteries  of 
this  the  third  degree  of  our  Order. 

ln>Uvrtor. — Brothers,  in  this  degree  as  in  the  second,  we  have  an  entering 
pass-word,  a degree  pass-tvord  and  a token  of  salutation.  At  the  outer  deer 
[make  a '\;t  ordinary  alarm.  The  outside  sentinel  will  U ; you  my  ni  : the 
Fentinol  will  rejoin  on.)  This  will  admit  you  to  the  inner  door.  At  the  inner 
door  v6u  Will  make  i^(uree)  distinct  Then  announce  your  name,  with 

the  number  (or  name)  and  location  of  the  council  to  which  you  belong,  giv'n-* 
the  e.iplanatiou  to  the  pass-word,  which  is  (safe.)  If  found  correct,  you  will 
then  he  admitted,  whei  you  will  proceed  to  the  centre  of  the  room,  and  placing 
the  (/i7?U(S  on  the  hreay'  v:iCn  the  finyers  interlocked.)  nivo  the  token  of  salui  ;- 
tiou  wliich  is  {hy.hon:iuj  to  the  rresulcrd.)  You  will  then  quietly  take  yuur 
oat. 

The  sign  of  recognition  is  made  by. the  same  action  as  in  the  second  degri'c, 
"wfith  the  addition  of  i^the  third  finycr^) ynid  the  response  is  made  by  (a  smihar 
action  wit!,  the  left  hand.) 
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(The  grip  is  gi'ren  by  taking  hold  of  the  hand  in  the  vsnal  icat/,  and  then  by. 
fdnpin'j  (hr  fw'jers  around,  on  (he  too  of  the  thumb  ; then  extending  the  Idttle 
jlnjrr  and  pressiu'j  the  inside  of  the  irrist.  The  person  challenging  shall  say, 

\!o  pou  know  icliat  that,  is?  The  answer  is,  , yes.  The  challenging  party  shall 

sav,  further,  ichat  is  it?  The  answer  is,  Union.) 

[The  Instructor  will  here  give  the  grip  of  this  degree,  with  explanations,  and 
ali>o  the  true  password  of  this  degree,  which  is  [UniQn.)'\ 

, CHARGE. 

To  be  given  by  the  President. 

brothers,  it  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I congratulate  you  upon  your  ad- 
vanceinent  to  the  third  degree  of  our  Order.  The  responsibilities  you  have 
now  as.sumed,  are  more  serious  and  weighty  than  those  which  preceded,  and  are 
committed  to  such  only  as  have  been  tried  and  found  worthy.  Our  obligations 
are  intended  as  solemn  avowals  of  our  duty  to  the  land  that  gave  us  bii  tli  ; to 
the  memories  of  our  fathers;  and  to  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  our  children, 
Con.secrafiug  to  your  country  a spirit  unselti.^h  and  a fidelity  like  that  which 
distinguished  the  patriots  of  the  Kevolution,  you  have  pledged  your  aid  in  ce- 
menting the  bonds  of  a Union  which-we  trust  will  endure  forever.  Your  de- 
portment since  your  initiation  has  attested  your  devotion  to  the  principles  we 
desire  to  establish,  and  has  inspired  a confidence  in  your  patriotism,  of  which 
wo  can  give  no  higher  proof  than  your  reception  here. 

The  dangers  which  threaten  American  Libeity  arise  from  foes  without  and 
from  enemies  within.  The  first  degree  pointed  out  the  source  and  nature  of  our 
most  imminent  peril,  and  indicated  the  first  measure  of  safety.  The  second 
degree  dt-fined  the  next  means  by  which,  in  coming  time,  such  assaults  may  be 
rendered  harmless.  The  third  degree,  which  you  have  just  received,  not  only 
reiterates  the  lessons  of  the  other  two,  but  it  is  intended  to  avoid  and  provide 
for  a more  remote,  but  no  less  terrible  danger,  from  domestic  enemies  to  our 
free  institutions. 

Our  object  is  briefiy  this  : — to  perfect  an  organization  modelled  after  that  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  co-extensive  with  the  confederacy. 

Its  object'  and  principles,  in  all  matters  of  national  concern,  to  be  imifunn  and 
identical,  whilst  in  all  local  matters  the  component  parts  shall  remain  indepen- 
dent and  sovereign  wiihin  their  respective  limits. 

The  great  result  to  be  attained — tlie  only  one  which  can  secure  a perfect  gua- 
ranty as  to  our  future — is  I ><iOiS  ; permanent,  enduring,  fraternal  UNION  ! 
Allow  me,  then,  to  impress  npmi  your  minds  and  memories  the  touching  senti- 
njents  of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  in  his  farewell  address  : 

The  unity  of  government  which  constitutes  you  one  people,’’  says  Wash- 
ington, “ is  justly  dear  to  you,  for  it  is  the  main  pillar  in  the  edifice  of  your 
real  independence,  the  support  of  your  tranquility  at  home,  of  your  peace 
abroad,  of  your  safety,  your  prosperity — even  that  liberty  you  so  justly  prize. 

“ It  is  of  infinite  moment  that  you  should  properly  estimate  the  im- 

mense value  of  your  Xatioiial  Union,  to  your  c'uUective  and  individual  happi- 
ness. You  should  cherish  a cordial,  habitual  and  immovable  attachment  to  it; 
accustoming  yourselves  to  think  and  speak  of  it,  as  the  palladium  of  your  polit- 
ical safety  and  prosperity  ; watching  for  its  preservation  with  jealous  anxiety  ; 
discountenancing  v.diatever  may  suggest  even  a suspicion  that  it  can  in  any 
event  he  aband'jued  ; and  indi.mintly  frowning  upon  the  dawning  of  every  at- 
tempt to  alienate  any  portion  el  our  country  from  the* rest,  or  to  enfeeble  the  ? 
sacred  ties  which  now  bind  together  the  various  parts.” 

Let  these  words  of  paternal  advice  and  warning,  from  the  greatc.'^t  man  that 
ever  lived,  sink  deep  into,  your  hearts.  Cherish  them,  and  teach  your  children 
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to  reverence  tbcm,  as  you  chcrlsb  and  reverence  the  memory  of  Washington 
himself.  The  Union  of  these  States  is  the  great  conservator  of  that  liberty  so 
d^ar  to  the  American  heart.  "Without  it,  our  greatness  as  a nation  would  dis- 
appear, and  our  boasted  self-government  prove  a signal  failure.  The  very  name 
of  Liberty,  and  the  hopes  of  struggling  Freedom  throu^jjhuut  the  world,  must 
perish  in  the  wreck  of  this  Union.  JL)evote  yourselves,  then,  to  its  maintenance, 
as  our  fathers  did  to  the  cause  of  indejiendeuce ; consecrating  to  its  support,  as 
you  have  sworn  to  do,  your  lives,  your  fortunes,  and  your  sacred  honors. 

Brothers  : Recalling  to  your  minds  the  solemn  obligations  which  you  have 
severally  taken  in  this  and  the  preceding  degrees,  I now  pronounce  you  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  of  membership  in  this  organization,  and  take  pleasure  in 
informing  you  that  you  are  now  members  of  the  Order  of  {the  American 
Union,) 

OmCERS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  COUNCIL. 

President,  James  W.  Barker,  of  Xew  York,  N.  Y. 

Vice  President,  W.  W.  IrYilliamson,  of  Alexandria,  Ya. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  C.  I).  Dcshler,  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Recording  Secretary,  James  M.  Stephens,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

Treasurer,  Henry  Crane,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Inside  Sentinel,  John  P.  Hilton,  of  Washington,  P.  C.  ^ 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE 

NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  COUNCIL. 

Adopted  January  IBt/i,  1855. 

Article  I. 

Sec.  1. — This  body  shall  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  NORTH  CARO- 
LINA STATE  COUNCIL  ; and  shall  be  composed  of  delegates  appointed  by 
the  Subordinate  Councils,  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  E. — A person  to  become  a member  of  any  Subordinate  Council  in  this 
State,  must  be  twenty-one  years  of  age ; he  must  believe  in  the  existence  of  a 
Supreme  Being  as  the  Creator  and  Preserver  of  the  Universe ; he  must  be  a 
native-born  citizen,  a I’rotestant,  either  born  of  Protestant  parents,  or  reared 
under  Protestant  influence;  and  not  united  in  marriage  with  a Roman  Catholic. 

Sec.  3. — The  State  Council  shall  be  composed  of  two  delegates  from  each 
Subordinate  Council  in  the  State,  to  be  appointed  at  the  first  regular  meeting  ot 
the  sime,  that  shall  be  held  after  the  first  day  of  October  in  each  and  evtu-y 
year,  whose  term  of  appointment  shall  continue  for  one  year  ; provided,  that 
tbis^secuon  shall  not  affect  the  tenure  of  office,  until  the  first  day  of  October, 
1^55,  ot  any  member  of  the  present  Council  ; and  provided  further,  that  an 
appointment  may  be  made  at  any  regular  meeting  of  said  Subordinate  Councils 
to  fill  vacancies. 

Sec  4. — The  State  Council  shall  be  vested  with  the  following  powers,  viz  : 

It  shall  be  the  chief  head  and  authority  of  the  Order  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  subject  to  the  requirements  of  the  National  Council.  It  shall  have 
* power  to  e.stablish  term  and  explanation  pa.'swords  for  the  State,  and  Subordi- 
nate Councils  in  the  State,  and  suchYther  secret  work  as  to  it  may  seem  iiecos- 
Bary.  It  shall  have  power  to  exact  from  the  Subordinate  Councils,  annual  or 
quarterly  statements  as  to  the  number  of  members  under  their  respective  juri.s- 
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! dictions,  and  also  as  to  all  other  matters  it  may  deem  essential  for  full  and  nec- 
I essary  information.  It  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  forming  and  establishing 
i Subordinate  Councils  in  the  State,  and  of  granting  dispeirsations  or  charters  for 
i the  same — provided,  however,  that  when  the  State  Council  is  not  in  session,  the 
I President  thereof  may  grant  such  dispensations — and  provided,  further,  that  no. 
I dispensation  or  charter  shall  be  issued  hereafter  for  the  formation  of  a Subor- 
j dinate  Council,  uulc.ss  the  application  therefor  be  signed  by  at  least  thirteen 
I full  degree  members  of  this  ()rder,  who  are  in  good  and  regular  standing.  It 
I shall  have  the  power  to  decide  on  a mode  of  punishment  in  case  of  a dcrelic- 
I tioQ  of  duty  on  the  part  of  its  officers  or  members. 

i Sec.  5. — The  Srate  Council  shall  hold  its  regular  annurd  meeting  on  the  third 
! Monday  in  November  of  each  and  every  year,  at  such  place  in  the  State  as  may 

i b,e  agreed  on  by  the  same  at  the  preceding  regular  annual  session — provided, 

I however,  that  the  President  of  the  State  Council  ma^'  convene  the 'same  in  the 
I city  of  Ptaleigb,  at  any  time  he  may  think  the  interests  of  the  Carder  imperi- 
I ■ ously  require  it. 

I 

! Article  II. 

; Sec.  1. — The  officers  of  the  State  Council  shall  be  a President,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Secretary,  Treasurer,  Marshal,  Chaplain,  Inside  Sentinel,  Outside  Senti- 
nel, and  such  other  officers  as  the  State  Council  may  see  fit  to  appoint  from  time 
to  time;  and  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Sentinels  shall  receive  such  compen- 
sation for  their  services,  as  the  Council  may  determine. 

Article  III. 

Sec.  1. — The  President  shall  preside  when  present,  and  in  his  absence  the 
Vice  President  shall  preside;  and  in  the  absence  of  both,  the  Council  shall 
elect  a President  irro  tem.^  and  the  presiding  officer  may  at  all  times  call  a 
member  to  the  chair,  but  such  appointment  shall  never  extend  beyond  one  day. 

Sec.  2. — The  President  shall  preserve  order,  and  cause  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws  to  be  strictly  observed  by  all  the  members.  His  decisions  upon  all 
points  of  order  shall  be  obeyed,  unless  reversed  upon  appeal.  He  shall  have 
the  casting  vote  in  all  cases.  He  shall  sign  all  orders  on  the  State  Treasurer 
for  the  payment  of  money,  and  all  other  documents  requiring  his  signature. 
He  shall  fill  all  vacancies  in  the  State  offices,  until  the  next  regular  annual 
meeting  of  tlio  Council.  He  shall  transmit  the  ritual  passwords,  or  other  se- 
cret matters  of  the  Order,  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  Subordinate  Councils — 
and  exercise  general  supervision  over  the  Order  throughout  the  Stale,  according 
to  its  Constitution,  Laws,  and  usages. 

Sec,  3.— -The  Secretary  shall  keep  a record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  State 
Council;  file  all  documents  connected  tberewitli ; preserve  all  books  and  papers 
belonging  to  the  same  ; and  have  the  custody  of  the  seal  of  the  same.  lie 
shall  receive  all  monies  due  to  the  State  Council,  and  pay  over  the  same  to  the 
Treasurer  ; attest  all  orders  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  for  monies  appropriated  by 
the  State  Council,  and  keep  the  accounts  of  the  State  Council  with,  the  Subor- 
dinate Councils.  He  shall  attest  all  dispensations  and  orders  of  the  State  Coun- 
cil, and  when  directed,  summon  all  members  to  attend  its  special  meetings. 
He  shall  transmit  an  annual  report  of  the  state  of  the  Order,  in  North  Caroli- 
na, to  the  President  of  the  National  Council.  He  shall  conduct  thi?  necessary 
correspondence  of  the  State  CoUiCjii,  and  attend  to  such  other  clerical  bm^incss 
as  the  Scare  Council  may  direct,  ilc  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  fm  his  servi- 
ces such  compensation  as  the  State  Council  may,  from  time  to  time,  determine 
upon,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  8-300  per  year,  and  shall  give  such  bond  aud 
security  as  the  State  Council  may  .require. 
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Sec.  4. — The  Treasurer  shall  have  the  custody  of  the  funds  of  tlio  State 
Council  ; keep  accurate  accounts  of  all  monies  received  by  him  from  tlie  Secre- 
tary, and  pay  all  onlers  drawn  on  him  by  the  President,  and  attested  by  the 
Secretary.  He  shall  keep  all  bis  accounts  regularly  posted  up  in  a book,  to  be 
kept  for  the  purpose,  at  every  regular  session  of  the  State  Council,  and  submit 
them  to  the  same,  or  to  any  committee  appo'inted  for  that  purpose,  together 
with  a written-  report 'setting  forth  in  detail  the  affairs  and  condition  of  the 
Treasury.  lie  shall  give  such  bond  and  security  as  the  State  Council  may  from 
time  to  time  require,  and  in  a sum  not  less  than  double  the  amount  he  will 
probably  at  any  one  time  have  in  his  hands  ; and  he  shall  receive  such  compen- 
sation fur  his  services  as  the  State  Council  may  agree  upon,  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  SlOO  per  annum. 

Sec.  5. — The  dlarthal  shall  obey  the  orders  of  the  President  in  the  govern- 
ment and  proceedings  of  the  State  Council;  shall  present  officers  elect  ffr  in- 
stallation; receive  and  introduce  delegates  and  visitors,  and  perform  such  other 
appropriate  duties  as  the  State  Council  may  direct. 

Sec.  6. — The  Chaplain’s  duty  will  be  to  open  the  sessions  of  the  State  Coun- 
cil with  prayer,  and  to  lecture  befori3  the  Subordinate  Councils,  as  may  be  con- 
venient. 

Article  IY. 

Sec.  1. — All  Officers  of  the  State  Council,  provided  for  in  this  Constitution 
(except  the  Sentinels’  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,)  shall  be  elec- 
ted by  ballot,  at  the  regular  annual  meeting  of  the  Council ; and  shall,  on  the 
last  day  of  the  session  of  the- same,  be  installed  in  such  manner  and  form  as 
the  National  Council,  or  the  President  tliereof,  may  establish. 

Sec.  2. — A majority-  of  the  votes  cast  shall  be  necessary  to  an  election  to  anj; 
office. 

Sec.  u. — In  all  sessions  of  the  State  Council,  forty  members  shall  constitute 
a quorum,  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Article  Y. 

Sec.  1. — The  State  Council  shall  hear  and  decide  all  questions  of  appeal 
from  the  decisions  of  Subordinate  Councils,  and  may  establish  a form  of  ap- 
peal. 

Sec.  2. — The  State  Coimcil  shall  have  power  to  levy  a tax  upon  the  Subor- 
dinate Councils,  for  the  support  of  the  National  Council,  to  be  paid  in  such 
manner  and  at  such  times  as  the  National  Council  shall  determine.  It  shall 
also  h ive  power  to  levy  a tax  for  the  support  of  the  State  Council,  to  be  paid 
at  such  time  and  in  such  manner  as  the  State  Council  shall  determine. 

Article  YI. 

The  delegates  to  the  National  Council  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  regu- 
lar annual  meeting  of  the  State  Council,  in  November. 


Article  YII. 

The  State  Council  shall  have  power  to  adopt  all  such  by-laws,  rules  and  reg- 
ulations for  Its  own  govfwnmen^  and  also  f'r  the  government  of  tiic  Sab'C’diiiafc 
Councils,  as  it  may  deem  necessary  for  uoiformity  and  the  general  good  of  the 
Order,  not  inconsistent  with  this  Constitution,  or  the  Constitution  of  the 
tional  CounciL 
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Article  Till. 

Sec.  1. — The  political  powers  of  the  State  Council  shall  be  limited  to  the  se- 

of  for  oftioora.  to  ho  p noftof]  hv  the  ^nCTobcrS  of 

Order — which  selections  may,  be  by  bailor,  or  viva  voce,  as  the  Council  may 
decide  ; provided,  however,  that  in  the  selection  of  a candidate  for  Governor  of 
the  State,  the  Stare  Council  may,  at  its  regular  annual  meeting  next  before  the 
^ election  for  such  oinces,  either  make  the  nominations  itself,  or  call  a conventioa 
of  the  order  in  the  State,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  State  Council  may  de- 
cide for  the  purpose  of  moking  buck  nominations — and  in  case  of  the  calling 
of  such  convention,  the  Subordinate  Councils  shall  be  represented  in  such  con- 
vention, as  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution  they  are  to  be  rep- 
resented in  the  State  Council,  and  subject  to  the  same  manner  and  proportion- 
ate strength  in  casting  the  vote. 

Sec.  2. — In  the  selection  of  candidates  for  all  offices  to  be  filled  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  the  following  method  shall  be  preserved,  viz  : 

For  United  States  Senators,  Secretary  of  State,  Treasurer,  Comptroller,  Su- 
perintendent of  Common  Schools,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  Superior  Courts, 
Attorney  General,  au'l  Solicitors,  and  all  other  ctfees  now  provided,  or  hereaf- 
ter created  by  law,  whose  appointment  devolve  on  the  General  Assembly,  a ma- 
jority of  the  State  Council  shall  decide  upon  the  candidate  to  be  supported  by 
the  Order. 

See.  b. — In  the  selection  of  candidates  for  Congress,  the  Subordinate  Coun- 
cils in  each  Congressional  District,  shall  each  select  three  delegates,  who  shall 
meet  on  the  second  Monday  in  May,  of  each  year  in  which  the  Congressional 
elections  take  place,  at  the  places  fixed  by  law  for  comparing  the  votes  in  the 
said  District,  and  proceed  to  select  the  camlidate  for  that  District,  A majority 
of  all  the  delegates  from  all  the  Subordinate  Councils  in  each  and  every  coun- 
ty, shall  cast  the  same  number  of  votes  the  said  couutj  is  entitled  to  mem- 
bers in  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  State  Legislature — a majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  votes  cast  being  necessary  to  a selection  ; provided,  however 
that  in  those  Congressional  Districts  in  which  the  law  provides  that  the  returns 
shall  be  compared  at  some  place  other  than  a county  town,  in  such  Districts 
the  delegates  shall  meet  at  the  county  town  in  such  county  instead  of  the 
place  designated  by  law. 

Sec.  4. — The  selection  of  candidates  for  members  of  the  General  Assembly 
shall  be  by  tbe  Subordinate  Councils  in  the  following  manner,  viz:  For  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons,  for  Sheriff,  Clerks  of  the  County  and  Superior 
Courts,  County  Solicitors,  and  all  other  officers  elected  by  tbe  people  or  the 
County  Courts,  if  there  be  but  one  Council  in  tbe  county,  the  Council  shall 
make  tbe  selection  by  the  vote  of  the  majority — if  the;e  be  more  than  one 
Council  in  the  county,  then  each  Council  shall  select  one  delegate  for  every 
thirteen  members,  not  counting  fractions,  in  the  same,  and  when  delegates  from, 
the  several  Councils  shall  have  met  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  a<^reed 
upon,  the  majority  shall  make  the  selection  ; provided,  however,  that  where 
there  is  more  than  one  Council  in  a county,  the  Council  at  the  county  seat  shall 
have  the  power  to  appoint  the  time  and  place  .for  the  assembling  county  conven- 
tions for  the  nomination  of  candidates,  and  calling  general  meetings  of  the  Or- 
der in  said  county  for  the  good  of  the  same.  In  the  selection  of  candidates  for 
State  Senators,  the  same  rule  shall  prevail,  except  that  the  delegates  from  the 
Councils  in  the  Districts  where  the  Distrkt  is  composed  of  more  counties  than 
one,  shall  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  agreed  on  by  them,  and  then 
and  there  make  the  nomination. 

Sec.  5. — In  the  election  of  candidates  for  Mayor,  or  Intendant  of  towns,  and 
of  Commissioners  for  the  same,  the  Subordinate  Council  in  such  town  shall 
make  the  nominations  by  ballot;. and  in  those  towns  where  the  several  wards 
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vote  separately  for  Commissioners  in  the  same,  the  candidates  shall  be  nommatcd 
for  one  ward  at  a time,  instead  of  nominating  the  whole  Board  by  general  tic- 
ket; a majority  of  the  W'hole  number  of  ballots  cast  being  necessary  to  a 
choice. 

Sec.  G. — In  tlie  selection  of  candidates  for  Electors  of  President  and  Vice- 
President,  the  Subordinate  Councils  in  each  Electoral  District,  shall  each  select 
three  delegates,  who  shall  meet  at  such  tinje  as  the  good  of  the  Order  may  re- 
quire the  ticket  to  be  formed,  at  the  places  fixed  by  law  for  comparing  the  votes 
in  such  Electoral  District,  and  proceed  to  select  the  candidate  for  Elector  in 
that  Electoral  District.  The  same  rules,  regulations  and  provisions  shall  be  ob- 
served, as  to  the  place  and  manner  of  making  the  selections,  as  are  provided  for 
the  selections  of  candidates  for  Congress. 

Sec.  7. — In  all  nominations  herein  provided  for,  whether  by  the  State  or  Sub- 
ordinate Councils,  the  vote  shall  be  by  ballot. 

Sec.  8. — Members  of  this  Order  who  shall  fail  to  sustain  the  nominations  of 
the  same  for  ofTico,  shall  be  dealt  with  in  the  following  manner,  viz  : — A mem- 
ber of  the  Order  who  shall  merely  fail  to  vote  for  the  candidate  of  the  Oi''der, 
without  voting  for  any  one  else,  shall,  for  the  first  ofience,  be  reprimanded  by 
the  President,  in  the  presence  of  his  Council ; and  for  the  second  offence,  shall  be 
expelled.  Those  voting  against  the  candidates  of  the  Order,  or  who  allow  them- 
selves to  be  run  as  opposition  candidates  against  the  same,  shall  be  expelled. 
Members  of  the  Legislature  who  shall  refuse  to  support  the  nominees  of  the 
State  Council,  for  offices  to  be  filled  by  the  General  Assembly,  shall  be  reported 
by  the  President  of  the  State  Council  to  the  Subordinate  Council  to  which  such 
member  may  belong,  to  be  dealc  with ; provided,  however,  that  in  all  these 
cases  here  provided  for,  every  such  recusant  member  shall,  before  being  dealt 
with,  he  duly  notified  to  appear  before  the  Council,  and  be  heard  in  defence — 
and  if  three-fourths  of  the  Council  then  present,  shall  suppose  that  the  recu- 
sant member  has  acted  ignorantly,  or  from  a want  of  aifull  appreciation  of  hi.s 
obligation,  the  Council  may,  by  a vote  of  three-fourths,  excuse  him,  upou  the 
protnise  that  he  will  not  so  offend  again. 

Sec.  9. — When  a member  is  expelled  by  any  one  of  the  Subordinate  Councils, 
tbc  same  shall  be  notified  to  the  President  of  the  State  Council,  with  the  name, 
age,  and  occupation  of  the  person  expelled — and  the  President  of  the  Srate 
Council  shall  immediately  notify  every  Subordinate  Council  in  the  State.  The 
person  so  expcdled  to  be  thus  published  as  a perjurer  and  traitor,  unworthy  the 
notice  or  regard  of  good  men  : and  the  President  of  the  State  Council  shall 
keep  on  hand  blank  notices  printed,  for  immediate  use. 

Article  IX. 

In  the  decision  of  all  disputed  questions  that  may  arise  in  the  State  Council, 
the  vote  shall  be  taken  ppr  cojjila,  unless  a call  for  a division  by  counties  is  sc- 
con'led  by  one-fourth  of  the  members  present — in  which  case  the  vote  shall  be 
taken  by  counties,  a majority  of  the  delegates  from  the  Subordinate  Council 
Councils  in  eacBcounty  represented,  casting  as  many  votes  as  the  said  county  ’<s 
entitled  to  members  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  State  Legislature.  In 
the  demsion  of  all  questions,  the  vote  of  the  majority  shall  prevail.  This  me- 
thod of  voting  shall  equally  apply  in  the  election  of  officers  of  tho  State  CjUU- 
ci),  and  to  nominations  for  political  office  or  place. 

Article  X. 

Sec.  1. — For  the  entire  work  of  the  Carder,  including  Ilitual,  the  Constituticn 
rf  tho  National  Council,  the  Constitution  of  the  State  Council,  and  the 
tutions  for  Subordinate  Councils,  each  Subordinate  Council  shall  pay  the  r 
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I of  five  dollars;  aod  for  every  dispensation  and  charter  for  opening  Councils,  the 
: applicants  therefor  sliall  pay  the  sum  of  three  dollars. 

j tlee.  2. — Each  Subordinate  Council  shall  pay  an  annual  contribution  of  25 
I cents  for  each  inembor  under  its  jurisdictioiij  one  half  to  be  paid  into  the  Trea- 
i sury  of  the  State  Council  semi-annually,  to  be  paid  over  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
I Treasurer  of  the  State  Council;  provided,  however,  that  the  Subordinate  Coun- 
cils may  exempt  from  the  payment  of  this  contribution,  such  of  its  members 
us  they  may  suppose  it  would  bear  heavily  upon. 

Article  XI. 

I No  alteration  or  amendment  of  this  Constitution  shall  be  made,  unless  pro- 
I posed  in  writing  and  signed  by  at  least  seven  members  of  the  State  Council, 
i submitted  at  least  one  day  before  its  adoption,  and  afterwards  concurred  in  by 
two-thirds  of  tiie  members  present. 

OFFICERS  OF  TIIE  NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  COENCIL. 

President,  P.  F.  Pescud,  Pialeigh. 

! Vice-President,  John  51.  5Iathews,  Elizabeth  City. 

Secretary,  W.  H.  Harrison,  Haleigh. 

Treasurer,  E.  L.  II  irding,  Haleigh. 

Marshal,  S.  E.  Phillips,  Italeigh. 

Chaplain,  Hev.  James  Keid,  Louisburg. 


LYNCHBUHG  KNOW  NOTHING  CONVENTION. 

The  Lynchburg  Convention,  as  it  was  termed,  to  distinguish  it  from  a secret 
authoritative  council  of  the  Order,  was  held  on  the  19th  day  of  October  1S55, 
in  commemoration  of  the  crouching  of  the  British  lion  before  the  American 
eagle  upon  the  ]ilains  of  Yorktown.  The  19th  of  October,  22d  of  February, 
and  the  4th  day  of  July,  are  favorite  d 'js  with  Know  Nothings  for  political  as- 
semblies. Yv^e  wmuld  suggest,  (should  they  ever  have  an  occasion  to  convene 
and  deliberate  again.)  the  24th  day  of  3Iay,  as  a day  in  every  sense  of  the  word 

suitable. 

t 

1 This  Lynchburg  Convention,  after  several  attempts  at  organization,  finally 
I appointed  as  president.  Capt.  Bichard  G.  5Iorris,  of  Richmond  city.  The  pres- 
I ident  on  taking  the  chair,  as  usual,  (even  amongst  Know  Nothings,)  returned 
* thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him.  After  the  election  of  other  officers, 
1 &c.,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  business. 

The  secretary,  5Ir.  Gilman,  of  Wheeling,  then  called  over  the  names  of  the 
counties;  the  delegates  present  answering  for  their  respective  counties.  When 
the  list  wa.^  concluded,  the  coi  nties,  towns  and  cities  of  the  State  represented 
were  for ‘//-(wo; — Pr.  Caldwell,  a traveling  demist,  representing  tea  counties. 
A committee  w’as  appointed  by  the  president  to  report  resolutions  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  body;  olr.  A.  Judson  Crane,  of  Richmond,  being  chairman.  After 
the  committee  had  retired  and  concocted  their  resolutiou.s,  they  were  brought 
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before  the  Convention  for  adoption.  These  resolutions  embodied  a complete 
and  tinal  surrender  of  the  main  issues  this  party  had  made  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, but  five  months  previous.  The  resolutions  passed  by  this  Convention 
counseled  the  abandonment  of  the-  ceremonies  of  initiation,  the  oaths,  signs, 
secrets  and  passvvords.  xVnd,  finally,  Mr.  Samiiel  G.  Staples,  from  near  the 
Ball  ■mountains  of  Patrick,  introduced  a resolution,  which  was  carried,  invi- 
ting all  good  and  true  men  into  their  fold  who  professed  to  owe  no  temporal  al- 
leMance  to  any  foreign  power.  This  was  certainly  a virtual  surrender  of  the 
Catholic  test.  The  Catholic,  as  well  as  all  other  foreigners,  cannot  become  citi- 
zens of  this  nation  until  they  do  renounce  all  allegiance  to  all  foreign  powers, 
potentates,  kings,  deys,  sultans,  popes,  czars  and  emperors.  -But  before  the  2-kh 
day  of  3iay  1855,  in  Virginia,  no  member  of  the  Catholic  church,  or  who  bad 
Catholic  parents,  or  worse  than  all,  who  had  a Catholic  wife,  could  be  entitled 
to  any  of  the  privileges  of  the  native  born.  There  was  only  one  Qissentinij 
voice  to  the  resolutions  adopted ; and  that  was  the  Lone  Star,''  Mr.  Wooufiu, 
of  the  county  of  Buckingham.  He  considered  the  resolutions  a complete 
surrender  of  the  principles  of  the  American  Party  A But  the  Convention 
paid  but, little  attention  to  the  gentleman  from  Buckingham,  he  being  unfortu- 
naiely  a renegade  democrat. 

After  the  deliberations  of  the  day  were  over,  the  Convention  adjourned  to 
Friends’  warehouse  to  listen  to  the  patriotic  appeals  of  distinguished  orators. 
Mr.  Thomas  Stanhope  Flournoy  discoursed  the  audience  for  about  three  hours 
upon  the  so-called  principles  of  the  ^‘‘American  Party P Mr.  A.  Judson 

Crane,  of  the  Richmond conyressional  district^  was  then  loudly  called  for,  but  ex- 
cused himself  on  account  of  indisposition.  Then  came  31r.  John  P.  Imboden, 
of  Augusta.  Mr.  Nathaniel  C.  Claiborne,  of  Franklin,  was  then  called  for.  He 
appeared,  and  in  his  peculiar  way  amused  the  audience  for  a little  while. 
Then  appeared  the  eloquent  but  totally  unprepared  and  off-hand  orator^  3Ir.  'Wal- 
ler Staples,  of  Montgomery.  'We  have  read  the  Hon.  Jere.  Clemens’s  eulogy 
upon  Henry  Clay,  likewise  the  eulogy  of  the  Hon.  John  C.  Breckenrivluc, 
and  also  William  "Wir-t’s  upon  Thomas  Jefferson  and  John  Adams,  but  Mr. 
Staples’  off-hand  s^peecJi  before  that  Convention  surpassed  and  totally  eclipsed 
anything  that  we,  in  the  most  extravagant  mood  of  imagination,  could  p*''?- 
sibly  conceive  of.  If  {he  Know  Nothing  party  had  not  just  aboli.dued 
their  ceremonies  of  initiation,  tkc.,  we  should  have  looked  out  for  a couiic;.!  as 
soon  as  the  oration  was  over.  It  is  said  that  John  Hampden  Pleasants  attemp- 
ted to  take  down  in  short  hand  the  speech  of  John  Kandolph,  of  Eoanoke,  in 
the  delivery  of  his  eloquent  Philippic  against  the  administration  of  John  (J. 
Adams,  but  the  eloquence,  pathos  and  satire  of  the  orator  completely  entranced 
him.  It  was  so  on  this  occasion.  xV  reporter  from  the  New  York  HeraM  'vas 
present,  but  after  hearing  a few  sentences  from  the  gentleman  of  MoQtgou)ery. 
and  seeing  bis  anatomical  mien,  he  threw  himself  back  and  appeared  (as  'h  i 
the  whole  audience)  perfectly  enraptured  and  bcwdldcrerl.  '\’irg!nia  has  luoi  her 
Heiirys,  her  Ilandolphs,  her  Morrlsscs,  and  gave  birth  to  a Clay,  but  still  she 
baa  her  Staples.  The  last  orator  upon  the  stand  was  Dr.  "Withers,  of  Caojpbell. 
lie,  in  his  remarks;  w’as  very  timely  and  sensible,  and  finally  wound  up  the 
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by  telling  his  follow  orators  that  he  was  fearful  that  all  their  speakiog  was  like 
a gentleman  he  once  heard  of,  who  was  very  much  engaged  at  breakfast  one 
I rnorning,  eating  some  boiled  eggs  and  reading  the  morning’s  paper;  when  his 
mind  was  abstracted  from  his  plate  to  his  paper,  still  continuing  to  devour 
the  eggs,  to  bis  great  surprise,  just  as  he  swallowed,  he  heard  a chicken  chirp, 
lie  very  cosily  continued  to  read,  but  at  the  same  time  carelessly  remarked  to 
the  unfortuna-.e  iXidit  he  chirp^^d  a Idtle  too  late  ! He  feared  that  all 

their  speaking  wnis  a little  too  late.  The  doctor  is  decidedly  a man  of  observa- 
tion, forecast  and  good  sense. 

Thus  concluded  this  grand  but  futile  rally  of  the  reinaants,  fragments,  de- 
j feated  candidates  for  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  Congress,  Senates,  Legisla- 
‘ tare,  &o.  &c.  These  were  the  last  funeral  obsequies  performed  by  the  followers 
, and  admirers  of  poor  Sam  since  the  2-PA  of  May,  ‘‘  The  way  of  the  trangres- 
Bor  is  bard.’^ — Proverbs.  ^Ve  will  here  insert  the  proceedings  and  resolutions 
• of  this  Convention,  as  they  appeared  in  the  llichmond  Whig. 


[Correspondence  of  the  Dispatch.] 

^ ' KNOW  NOTHING  CONVENTION. 

ATFERNOON  SESSION — FIRST  DAY. 

Lynchburg,  Oct.  19. 

The  Convention  met  in  the  afternoon,  and 'Mr.  Staples,  of  Patrick,  from  the 
Committee  to  report  Permanent  oJlicers  for  the  Convendan,  reported  the  follow- 
ing names  : 

ITesident — Capt.  Richard  G.  Morris,  of  Richmond. 

Vice  Presidents — J,  D.  Imboden,  of  Augusta  ; Wra.  Collins,  of  Halifax 
John  T.  Anderson,  Botetourt;  Dr.  Patterson,  Amherst;  Maurice  Langhorne, 
Lynchburg;  A.  J.  Crane,  Richmond  ; Dr.  Caldwell,  Greenbrier. 

Secretaries — Wm.  Semple,  Pdebmond  ; IV.  Gilman,  Wheeling  ; Robt.  Ridg- 
way,  Richmond;  J.  McDonald,  Lynchburg;  S.  T.  Peters,  Lync-hburg;  Mr. 
Duke,  Floyd  ; J.  C.  Shields,  Lynchburg. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Morris  ro^e  and  returned  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  on  him. 
It  had  been  so  long  since  he  had  been  connected  with  a legislative  body,  that 
he  would  ask  the  Convention  to  bear  with  him  in  the  discharge  of  the  dudes  of 
the  chair.  They  had  assembled  upon  the  discharge  of  an  important  duty,  and 
it  was  important  that  they  should  exercise  forbearance  and  a compromising 
spirit.  He  thought  the  American  party  the  only  hope  for  saving  the  Union. 
All  that  remained  of  the  old  parties  at  the  North,  save  the  Hard  Shells  and 
Silver  Greys,  had  become  abolilionized,  and  declared  that  no  more  Slave  States 
should  enter  the  Union.  If  they  succeed,  disui.ion  will  be  the  result.  A dark 
cloud  hovered  over  the  Union,  and  the  thunder  of  abolitionism  can  be  heard 
roaring  around  us.  It  was  time  for  true  patriots  to  rally  around  our  beioved- 
Union,  and  save  it  from  the  uin  consequent  on  the  efforts  of  fanaticism. 

Mr.  Imbodcji  moved  that  the  Secretary  call  over  the  counties  of  the  State,, 
and  tl  at  the  names  of  the  dedegates  froo)  them  should  be  recorded. 

The  Secretary  called  over  the  list,  and  the  following  counties  were  shown  to 
be  represented  : Albemarle,  Alleghany,  Amber.^t,  Appomattox,  Augusta,  Bed- 
ford, Botetourt,  Biaxtou,  Bucking'ham,  Campbeii,  Caroline,  CharloUe,  Cumber- 
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land,  Elizabeth  City,  Floyd,  Franklin,  Fayette,  Fluvanna,  Gloucester,  Green- 
brier, Giles,  Halifax,  Henrico,  Kanawha,  l^ewis,  Monroe,  Montgomery,  Nicho- 
las, Nelson,  Nottoway,  Ohio,  Pocahontas,  Pulaski,  Patrick,  Pittsylvania,  Prince 
Edward,  llandolph,  Koanoke,  Kockbridge,  Wythe,  Puchmond  City,  Lynchburg, 
Wheeling.  • . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ridgway,  all  persons  who  belonged  to  or  sympathized 
■with  the  American  party,  were  invited  to  record  their  names  as  delegates  from 
the  counties  from  which  they  came. 

Mr.  Iniboden  moved  the  appointment  of  a committee  of  thirteen  to  prepare 
business  for  the  action  of  the  convention  ; and  nominated  Mr.  A.  J.  Crane  as 
chairman  of  the  same. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  to  constitute  the  commit- 
tee : A.  J.  Crane,  Richmond;  J.  D.  Imboden,  Augusta;  Wm.  Burwell,  Bed- 
ford; Dr.  Payne,  • Lynchburg  ; Walter  Staples,  IMontgornery  ; John  Mosby, 
Elizabeth  City  ; P.  Rolling,  Prince  Edward  ; Dr.  Charles  Cocke,  Albemarle  ; 
Col.  J.  D.  Davis,  Amherst;  A.  D.  Mitchell,  Henrico;  John  Gilmer,  Pittsyl- 
vania; R.  C.  McCiure,  Rockbridge. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ridgwav,  the  convention  then  adjourned  until  7 o’clock, 
P.  IM. 

Xi>j}d  Session. — The  convention  re-opened  to-nigbt,  at  7,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Crane,  chairman  of  the  committee  to  report  business  for  the  convention, 
made  the  following  partial  report : 

Resolve-d,  That  this  convention  adopt  the  Philadelphia  Platform,  with  the 
following  exposition  of  the  Sth  section  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Sth  Section  of  the  Philadelphia  platform  is  not  intended, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  convention,  to  exclude  any’citizen  from  public  station,  on 
account  of  his  religious  faith,  but  only  such  as  may  have  reserved  a paramount 
allegiance  to  a foreign  potentate. 

The  convention  then  adjourned -until  next  day,  9 A.  M. 

PROCEEDINGS  or  THE  SECOND  DAY. 

, Lijnchhurg^  Oct.  20^A,  12  M. 

The  convention  re-assembled  this  morning,  and  proceeded  to  the  business  be- 
fore them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Anderson,  the  two  resclutions  in  the  partial  report 
of  ' the  committee  submitted  last  night,- were  separated  and  made  to  read  as  tk'l- 
lows  : 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  adopt  the  Philadelphia  platform. 

Resolved,  That  the  8th  section  of  the  Philadelphia  platform  is  not  intended, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  to  exclude  any  citizen  from  political  stutii.n 
on  account  of  his  religious  faith,  but  only  such  as  may  have  reserved  para- 
mount allegiance  to  a foreign  potentate. 

Mr.  Crane,  from  the  Committee  to  prepare  Resolutions,  reported  in  full,  as 
follows : * 

Resolved,  That  in  the  12th  section  of  the  Philadelphia  platform  we  recog' 
nize  a true  national  and  constitutional  adjustment  of  the  vexed  question  o» 
Havery’,  and. we  pledge  the  American  party  of  Virginia  to  an  unyielding  resist- 
ance to  any  change  or  moditication,  in  substance  or  spirit,  of  that  section. 

Resolved,  That  the  wholesale  proscription  recommended  by  the  organs  of 
Democratic  party  of  this  State,  of  . more  than  half  of  the  native  citizens  of  1 
giiiia,  deserves  the  most  decided  reprobation  of  every  honest  and  patriotic  citi- 
zen; that  the  hypocritical  reason  assigned  for  this  proscription,  viz:  tho  fd-o 
charge  of  proscription  against  the  American  party,  is  an  insult  to  an  iutellicent 
people;  that  such  a charge  comes  with  a bad  grace  from  a party  who  have  al- 
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ways  proscribed  their  ])olitical  opponents,  and  who  disfranchised  nearly  one  half 
of  the  freemen  of  this  State  by  a fraudulent  system  of  legislative  gerrymander- 
ing unparalleled  in  party  legislation. 

Kesolved,  That  the  open  interference  of  the  Federal  Government  in  the  re- 
cent elections  of  Virginia  deserves  the  indignant  reprobation  of  every  good 
citizen. 

Kesolved,  That  in  vindication  of  public  morality  and  of  the  necessity  for  the 
formation  of  a new  party,  v.-'e  hereby  recommend  a rigid  investigation  of  the 
manner  in  which  official  trusts  have  been  discharged  by  the  Federal  and  State 
Governments,  and  a publication  of  all  facts  developed  thereby. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  the  nominations  of  the 
American  party,  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  should 
be  postponed  to  a period  not  latef  than  the  1st  of  June. 

Kesolved,  That  this  committee  recommend  to  the  convention,  the  appoint- 
ment of  a committee  of  three,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prepare  and  publish  an 
address  tb  the  people  of  Virginia,  setting  forth  the  principles  of  the  American 
party,  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  the  platform  and  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Convention  at  their  present  session. 

(Under  this  resolution  the  ITesident  appointed  Messrs.  AVm.  M.  Burwell,  A. 
J.  Crane  and  Kobert  Kidgwaj.  On  motion  the  President  was  added^to  the 
committee.) 

• Kesolved,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  convention,  all  ceremonies  of  initia- 
tion into  the  American  party  be  .discontinued,  and  all  obligations  of  secrecy  re- 
moved— that  its  meeting  should  be  open  and  public,  aud  its  proceedings  con- 
ducted in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  political  bodies — and  we  invite  the  co- 
operation of  all  good  men  who  approve  the  principles  and  objects  of  the  party. 

All  of  the  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee  were  adopted  without  dis- 
cussion save  the  last  one,  which  was  strongly  opposed  by  Mr.  I).  J.  lYoodfin  of 
Buckingham,  who  contended  that  the  party  had  already  yielded  too  much  to 
outside  influence.  Should  the  baa  of  secrecy  be  removed,  the  cry  would  go 
forth  that  the  order  had  changed  into  an  open  Whig  organization — a cry  which 
had  been  often  sounded  during  the  last  canvass.  He  said  that  in  the  last  elec- 
tion there  were  no  withdrawals  until  the  party  commenced  yielding  to  outside 
influence,  and  relaxing  their  strict  secrec}*.  Then  it  was  that  their  adversaries 
found  out  who  were  members  of  the  organization,  and  commenced  operating 
upon  them.  From  that  time  withdraw'ari  commenced. 

The  resolution  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Win.  M.  Burwell,  of  Bedford  ; J. 
T.  Anderson,  of  Fototouri:;  S.  G.  Staples,  of  Patrick  ; AY.  K.  Staples,  of  Mont- 
gomery; and  J.  D.  Imboden,  of  Augusta.  The  principal  arguments  advanced 
were  the  utter  uselessness  of  secrecy  and  the  great  efforts  made  by  the  Democ- 
racy in  the  last  campaign  to  bring  the  order  into  discredit  on  account  of  it.  The 
principles  of  the  party  had  not  been  attacked,  and  instead,  the  enemy  bad  ridi- 
culed and  condemned  the  ceremonie.s,  secrecy,  Ac.,  of  the  order. 

Mr.  AY.  T.  Sutherlin,  of  Danville,  offered  the  following  resolution  as  a sub- 
stitute for  that  of  the  committee  : 

Kesolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  to  the  American  party  of  ATrgi- 
nia  an  open,  thorough  and  complete  organization  in  each  county  in  the  State. 

Air.  S.  afterwards  withdrew  the  resolution  as  an  amendment  to  that  of  the 
committee,  and  offered  it  as  a vlisdnct  re.solution,  in  which  form  it  was  adopted. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  committee’s  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted 
wiHmut  a cUss»ujtiu2'  voice. 

Mr.  Imboden,  of  Augusta,  offierod  the  following  resoiiiffon  : 

Ke.  olved,  That  this  Converuio.a  recommend  to  the  American  Party  of  Vir- 
ginia to  hold  a Convention  in  the  city  of  Kichmond  on  the  14th  of  January- 
next.  . , . . 
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As  a substitute  f.7T  tbo  above,  wbicb  mot  with  some  opposition,  Mr.  Imboden 
offered  a resolution  calling  an  American  Tvlass  Meeting  in  the  city  of  RichmouJ, 
on  the  31st  inst.,  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Staples  of  Patrick,  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  the  holding  of  Conventions  in 
each  Congressional  District,  for  the  purpose  of  sending  delegates  to  the  National 
Convention,  and  that  three  delegates  be  sent  from  said  Congressional  Districts 
with  power  to  cast  such  vote  only  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  National  Con- 
vention. 

Dr.  Patterson  of  Amherst,  offered  a resolution  admitting  to  public  office  any 
citizen  who  shall  openly  disclaim  allegiance  to  a foreign  potentate. 

As  the  Convention  was  rapidly  breaking  up  and  members  leaving,  the  reso- 
lution was  withdrawn.- 

After  the  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  Convention,  and  to  the 
citizens  of  Lynchburg,  for  their  hospitality,  the  Convention  adjourned  sme  die. 


d 

THE  NATIONALITY  OF  THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY. 

In  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Connecjicut,  the  Whig  and  Know  Nothing 
parties  have  been  thoroughly  abolitionized,  and  their  elections  and  declarations, 
their  acts  and  their  words,  render  the  fact  unquastioaable.  They  are  waging  a 
war  of  extermination  on  slavery,  in  and  out  of  Congress  at  this  time. 

In  those  two  States,  where  the  hostility  to  slavery  is  stronger  than  in  any 
other,  either  of  the  western  or  New  England  States,  the  Democracy  are  not 
merely  conservative  on  that  question,  they  are  more — they  are  the  defenders  of 
the  South  and  her  peculiar  institution,  as  the  following  resolutions  will  prove. 

We  copy  in  exUnso  the  following  resolutions  of  the  late  Democratic  State 
Convention  of  Connecticut : 

DEMOCRATIC  STATE  CONVENTION'  OF  CONNECTICUT. 

The  Hartford  Times,  of  the  15th  instant,  contains  a full  report  of  the  pro- 
coedingsof  the  Democratic  State  Convention  of  Connecticut,  which  was  held  at 
New  Haven  on  the  preceding  day.  It  was  one  of  the  largest  delegated  conven- 
tions ever  held  in  Connecticut.  Our  readers  have  already  been  advised  of  the 
of  the  nominations  of  State  officers  by  this  convention.  The  following  resoiii- 
lloDS,  which  were  unanimously  adopted,  are  worthy  of  extensive  circuiatic n. 
Thc;^  breathe  the  right  spirit,  and  admirably  meet  all  the  issues  raised  by  the 
enemies  of  the  Democratic  party: 

^^Resoh’ed,  That  the  strict  adherence  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  those  great  principles  of  consritutioual  government  which  have  received  the 
entire  sanction  of  the  democracy  of  the  Union,  and  the  checks  which  he  has 
interposed  upon  legislation  at  war  with  those  principles  by  his  vetoes  of  tlie 
insane  land  bill,  and  the  river  and  harbor  bill,  assure  us  that,  under  his  adiiiiu* 
istration,  the  country  will  be  secure  from  any  inroads  upon  that  constitution 
which  is  the  written  bond  uniting  thirty-one  sovereign  States,  and  on  the  atuct 
construction  of  which  depends  tho  harmonious  existence  of  our  confederated 
fystcoa. 
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Resolvedy  That  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  Territories  of  the  U.  States 
should  be  only  employed  to  such  an  extent  as  the  necessities  of  the  case  may 
require,  and  for  the  equal  boiietit  of  all  the  parties  to  the  federal  compact,  and 
that  when  any  Territory,,  having  the  requisite  number  of  inhabitants,  applies 
for  admission  into  the  Union  as  a sovereign  State,  she  must,  to  bo  received  as  a 
co-equal  member  of  the  family  of  States,  be  admitted  with  such  constitution  as 
her  people  may  ordain,  provided  said  constitution  does  not  conflict  with  the 
organic  law  of  the  confederacy. 

RtAoIocd,  That  those  just  and  equitable  laws  providing  for  the  naturaliz::^- 
tion  of  those  born  in  other  lands,  established  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  continued  to  this  day 
without  any  interruption,  save  that  caused  by  the  bigoted  federalists  under  the 
administration  of  John  Adains,  have  contributed  to  the  ^growth  of  this  republic 
and  the  fraternization  of  its  inhabitants  ; and  that  these  laws  are  essentially  the 
part  of  that  wise  American  policy  which,  founded  on  a comprehensive  and  fdii- 
lanthropic  basis,  has  signalized  our  beloved  country  as  the  home  of  the  exile 
and  oppressed,  and  will  make  her  as  renowned  for  her  power  and  greatness  as 
she  is  distinguished  for  her  freedom  and  enterprise. 

R^^oh'‘’d,  That,  in  order  to  recognise  in  the  most  solemn  form  the  princi- 
ples of  religious  freedom,  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, doth  ordain  that 
‘Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion,  or  prohib- 
iting the  free  exercise  thereof,’  and  that  the  various  States  have,  almost  without 
exception,  incorporated  some  distinct  acknowledgment  of  religious  liberty  into 
- their  several  constitutions,  and  that  thus  religious  freedom  has  become,  by  the 
action  of  the  sovereign  States  and  of  the  general  government,  whose  powers  are 
derived  from  those  States,  a great  American  principle. 

Remlved,  That  political  parties  organized  Vvith  the  view  of  shutting  out  from 
all  posts  of  political  trust  the  meniuers  of  any  religious  denomination,  do  vir- 
tually coudemn  that  system  of  religious  liberty  wAieh  is  Anierican  in  its  char- 
acter, beneficent  in  its  conception,  and  which  has  greatly  promoted  the  harmo- 
ny and  happiness  of  the  people-;  and  that- all  p.alitical  organizations  founded  on 
hatred  of  religious  creed  or  prejudice  of  birth  are  alien  to  the  great  ideas  of 
American  liberty  *and  American  progress,  and  deserve  the  condemnation  of 
American  freemen.” 

At  a convention  of  the  Democratic  party  in  Ohio,  held  at  Dayton,  Oct.  29th, 
1855,  after  eloquent  addresses  from  several  prominent  Pemocrats  in  favor  of 
the  Kansas  Nebraska  act : ' 

Capt.  E.  A.  King,  from  the  coiifnuttee  on  resolutions,  reported  the  follow- 
ing, which  were  received  severally  with  loud  applause,  and  adopted  without  a 
dissenting  voice. 

Whereas:  The  formal  reorganization  and  consolidation  of  the  bid  Abolition 
party  of  the  North,  under  the  name  of  “ Kepubiican  party,”  into  an  avowed 
northern  faction  bounded  by  a geographical  line,  and  pledged  to  an  unreleDting 
warfare,  even  to  the  destruction  of  the  Constitution  and  the  sundering  of  tie 
Union,  upon  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  people  of  all  the  States  lying 
south  of  that  lino,  demands  .of  the  only  National  party  now  in  existence,  the 
Democracy  of  the  United  States,  but  especially  of  that  of  the  North,  tl^at 
laying  aside  old  issues  and  controversies,  they  should  come  up  as  one  man  to 
the  full  measure  of  tiie  exigencies  which  press  upon  us,  and  boldly  meet  the 
new  and  living  question.s  of  the  day  : 

Therefore,  we  a portion  of  the  Democracy  of  Ohio  and  the  North,  in  public 
meeting  assembieS,  do  resolve  and  declare  : — 
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Rci^olvecl^  That  wc  congratulate  the  people  of  tlie  United  States,  on  the  fi- 
nal inaiigura*'ion  of  the  grand  scheme  of  domestic  policy  for  which  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  the  Union  so  many  years  contended,  and  the  consequent  pros- 
perity, which,  under  the  auspices  of  that  party,  has  distinguished  every  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  vindicating  at  once  the  sound  doctrine,  and  policy  of 
that  party,  and  the  intelligence,  patriotism,  and  discriminating  justice  of  the 
American  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government,  are  derived  solely 
from  the  constitutional  compact  to  which  the  several  States  are  parties  : that 
th.Gse  are  limited  by  the  plain  sense  and  intention  of  the  instrument  consititu- 
ting  that  compact ; that  the  grants  of  power  made  in  that  instrument,  ought  to 
bo  strictly  conscrued  by  all  the  departments  and  agents  of  the  government : 
that  all  powers  not  expressly  granted  or  necessarily  implied,  are  expressly  re- 
served to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people  : that  it  is  inexpedieiit  and 
dangerous  to  exercise  powers  of  doubtful  constitutionality. 

'Resolved,  That  in  delegating  a portion  of  their  powers  to  be  exercised  by 
the  Federal  government,  the  States  retained,  severally,  the  exclusive  and  sole 
right  over  their  own  domestic  institutions  and  police,  and  are  alone  responsible 
for  them  ; and  that  any  intermeddling  of  any  one  or  more  States,  or  of  a com- 
bination of  their  citizens,  with  the  domestic  institutions  and  police  of  the  others 
on  any  ground  or  under  any  pretext  whatever,  political,  moral,  or  religious, 
with  a view  to  their  alteration  or  subversion,  is  an  assumption  of  superiority, 
not  warranted  by  the  Consiitution,  insulting  to  the  States  interfered  with,  ten- 
ding to  endanger  their  domestic  peace  and  tranquility,  subversive  of  the  objects 
for  which  the  Constitution  was  framed,  and  by  necessary  consequence,  tending 
to  weaken  and  destroy  the  Union  itself. 

R-  solved,  That  domestic  slavery  as  it  exists  in  the  southern  States  of  this 
Union,  comprises  an  important  part  of  their  domestic  institutions  inherited  from 
their  ancestors,  and  existing  at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  by  which  it  is 
recognized  as  constituting  an  essential  element  in  the  distribution  of  its  powers 
among  the  States;  and  that  no  change  of  opinion  or  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
other  States  of  the  Union  in  relation  to  it,  can  justify  them  or  their  citizens  in 
open  and  systematic  attacks  thereon  with  a view  to  its  overthrow  ; and  that  all 
such  attacks  are  in  manifest  violation  of  the  mutual  and  solemn  pledgee  to  pro- 
tect fs-nd  defend  each  other,  given  by  the  States  respectively  on  entering  into 
the  constitutional  compact  which  formed  the  Union,  and  as  such  is  a manifest 
breach  of  faith  and  a violation  of  the  most  solemn  obligations,  moral  and  reli- 


Resrdved,  That  Congress  has  no  power,  under  the  Constitution,  to  interfere 
with  or  control  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  several  States;  and  that  such 
States  are  the  sole  and  proper  judges  of  everything  appertaining  to  their  own 
alTair.s,  not  prohibited  by  the  Constitution  ; and  that  all  efforts  of  Abolitionists, 
or  others,  by  whatever  name  known,  made  to  induce  Congress  to  interfere  with 


trade,  or  the  repeal  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  or  of  the  Kansas  Nebraska  act, 
are  calculated  to  lead  to  the  most  alarming  and  dangerous  consequences;  and  that 
an  such  eltorts  have  an  inevitable  tendency  to  diminish  the  happiness  of 
people  and  endanger  the  stabilicy  and  permanency  of  the  Union,  and  ought  not 
to  be  countenanced  by  any  friend  of  our  political  institutions. 

Resolved,  That  regarding  the  ;3  comprorriises  of  the  Constitution,  solemnly 
entered  into  by  its  toundors,  as  vrise  and  necessary  provisions,  and  such  asou^ilit 
neither  to  be  disregarded  nor  tampered  with,  we  are  for  the  Constitution  as  it 
is,  and  the  Union  as  it  is;  and  that  wc  will  preserve,  maintain  and  defend  both 
at  every  hazard,  observing  with  scrupulous  and  uncalcuiating  fidelity;  every 
n# 
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article,  requirement  and  compromise  of  the  constitutional  compact  between  these 
States,  to  the  letter  and  in  its  utmost  spirit,  and  recognizing  no  “ higher  iaw’^ 
between  which  and  the  constitution  ^”6  know  of  an}*  conOict. 

Rt-oh'cd,  That  the  Constitution  was  ‘‘  the  result  of  a spirit  of  amity,  and  of 
that  mutual  deference  and  concession  which  the  peculiarities  of  our  political 
situation  rendered  indispensable/’  and  that  by  amity,  conciliation  and  compro- 
mise alone  can  it  and  the  Union  which  it  established,  be  preserved  : and  tliat  it 
is  the  duty  of  all  good  citizens  to  frown  indignantly  upon  every  attempt  where- 
soever and  by  whomsoever  made,  to  array  one  section  of  the  Union  against  the 
other,  to  foment  jealousies  or  heart  burnings  between  them  by  systematic  and 
organized  misrepresentation,  denunciation  and  calumny,  and  thereby  to  render 
alien  in  feeling  and  a^ffection  the  inheritors  of  so  noble  a common  pairiraony, 
purchased  by  our  fathers  at  so  great  expense  of  blood  of  treasure. 

Remuedj  That  the  Constimtiou  confers  no  power  upon  Congress' to  establish 
or  prohibit  slavery  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  : that  these  Territo- 
ries are  the  common  property  of  the  States  in  their  federal  capacity,  purchased 
by  the  common  blood  and  treasure  of  all  the  States:  and  that  the  people  of 
each  and  every  State,  have  the  right  to  an  equal  participation  in  every  respect, 
in  the  use  of  these  Territories  in  common,  without  interference  by  Congress. 

Resoloed,  That  the  right  of  the  people  of  each  particular  State  and  Territory 
to  establish  their  own  constitution  or  form  of  government  \ to  choose  and  regu- 
late their  own  domestic  institutions  of  every  kind,  and  to  legislate  for  themselves^ 
is  a fundamental  principle  of  all  free. government ; that  it  is  the  seif  same  right 
to  secure  which  our  ancestors  waged  the  war  of  the  revolution  ; a right  lying  at 
the  very  foundation  of  all  our  free  institutions,  recognized  in  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  established  and  secured  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States ; and  we  hereby  endorse  and  reaSirm  this  now  disputed  principle,  as  it  ia 
embodied  in  the  Acts  for  the  organization  of  Utah  and  New  Mexico  in  lb50, 
and  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  in  1854. 

Resolved  farther,  That  the  foregoing  right  is  no  otherwise  limited  or  restricted 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  except  so  far  as  the  constitution  of  a 
State  applying  for  admission  into  the  Union  is  required  to  be  “republican,”  or 
representative  in  form  ; a limitation  in  no  wise  affected  by  the  domestic  institu- 
tion of  slavery ; and  that  therefore  ail  efforts  to  exclude  a State  from  such  ad- 
mission, on  the  ground  that  her  constitution  or  laws  sanction  slaveholding,  are 
violations  alike  of  sound  democratic  principles  and  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Union. 

Resolved,  That  the  introduction  of  moral  or  religious  questions  into  the  poU- 
tical  controversies  and  issues  of  the  day,  is  a wide  departure  from  the  ancient 
principles  and  sound  policy  of  the  country  ; at  war  with  the  true  interests  of 
the  people,  corrupting  alike  to  morals,  religion  and  politics,  and  of  most  perni- 
nicious  and  dangerous  tendency;  and  that  therefore  we  are  uncompromisingly 
opposed  to  the  provisions  of  the  “ Maine  Liquor  Law,”  so  called,  the  principles 
of  the  “ Order  of  Know  Nothings,”  and  the  fanaticisms  and  wicked  and  traito- 
rous purposes  of  Abolitionism.” 


A SPEAKER  ELECTED. 

The  protracted  struggle  for  the  speakership ’was  brought  to  a close  last  eve- 
ning by  the  election  of  lion.  N P.  .Ranks.  Nine  full  weeks  were  consumed 
before  this  result  was  attaine-I,  it  was  tiuaily  .brought  about  by  the  adoption 
of  the  plurality  rule.  Although  it  is  absolutely  certain  that  there  is  a majori- 
ty of  the  representatives  in  the  House  who  agree  with  51  r.  Banks  on  the  sec- 
tional questions  vrhich  now  agitate  the  country,  joc  it  has  been  demonstrated, 
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again  and  again,  thaf:  a portion  of  liis  own  political  friends  w^ould  never  agree 
to  vote  for  him  for  Speaker,  and  hence  that  he  could  never  be  elected  by  a ma- 
jority vote. 

As  we  have  remarked,  the  contest  was  finally  terminated  under  the  operation 
of  the  pbiralify  rule.  The  votes  taken  during  several  days  past  had  indicated 
that  a Speaker  could  only  be  chosen  by  resorting  to  that  rule.  There  was  a 
strong  repugnance  amongst  the  national  members  to  its  adoption,  more  especially 
after  the  revolting  declaration  of  3Ir.  Banks  as  to  the  test  of  superiority  in  the 
races.  The  southern  Know  Nothings  manifested  a determination  against  cast- 
ing tlieir  votes' for  the  democratic  nominees  not  less  persistent  than  their  refusal 
to  vote  for  3Ir.  Banks.  On  Friday,  however,  propositions  were  made  by  Demo- 
crats to  which  the  southern  Know  Nothings  indicated  a disposition  to  accede — 
the  one  proposing  Mr.  Oliver,  an  old-line  Vv'hig,  and  the  other  3Ir,  Aiken,  a 
National  Democrat,  for  Speaker.  The  votes  on  these  propositions,  compared 
with  that  given  on  the  same  day  on  a resolution  declaring  3Ir.  Banks  the 
Speaker,  showed  so  little  difference  that  it  was  exceedingly  doubtful  what  would 
be  the  result  upon  the  adoption  of  the  plurality  rule,  xkt  this  point  olr.  Smith, 
of  Tennessee,  believing  that  the  chances  of  Mr.  Aiken  vrere  at  least  equal  to 
thn=c  of  3Ir.  Banks,  brought  forward  a resolution  for  the  plurality  rule.  3Ir. 
Orr  immediately  withdrew  unconditionaily  his  name  as  the  democratic  nominee, 
and  tlie  resolution  was  adopted.  The  ■ result  was,  as  we  have  stated,  the  elec- 
tion of  3rr.  Banks  by  a plurality  of  three  votes — 3Ir.  Banks  receiving  103 
votes,  and  3Ir.  Aiken  100 — six  national  Americans  throwing  their  votes  on  3Ir. 
Fuller,  and  four  Ilepubiicans  throwing  theirs  on  31r.  L.  D.  Campbell.  It  is 
apparent  that  a perfect  union  of  the  national  members  (the  four  Republicans 
voting  for  3Ir.  Campbell)  would  have  elected  3Ir.  Aiken  by  a plurality  of  throe. 
Thus  has  ended  the  most  extraordinary  struggle  that  has  ever  occurred.  Al- 
th’iugu  the'  result  is  one  which  every  national  man  will  regret,  yet,  as  the 
Republicans  have  a known  majority  in  the  House,  and  therefore  were  entitled 
to  the  ,'fpeaker,  there  is  reason  for  acquiescing,  inasmuch  as  it  enables  the  ma- 
chinery of  governmeDt  once  more  to  move  on. 

i Saiurdaj/,  February  2,  1856. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  met  at  12,  m.  - 

Rra  or  by  the  Rev.  3Ir.  Cummins. 

The  journal  of  v'csterday  WcUs  read  an  I approved. 

1 he  Clerk  stated  that  the  first  business  in  order  was  the  resolution  submitted 
hj  the  irentleman  from  Kentucky,  [3Ir.  Talbott,]  as  follows  : 

That  the  Hon.  Alexander  H.  Stephens  be,  and  he  is  hereby  de- 
e!.ared  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresGiitativcs  for  the  3-Uh  Congress. 

Mr.  lalbott  had  offered  the  resolution  without  having  any  conference  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  whose  name  was  contained  in  it.  He  had  hoped  that 
It  would  reconcile  all  the  discordant  elements  of  the  House,  and  bring  about  an 
organization.  He  rose  for  the  purpose  of  withdrawing  the  resolution  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Tonne  see,  stated  that  he  had  heretofore  voted  against  the 
plurality  rule;  but  the  ' ote  of  yesterday  indicating  that  there  was  at  least  the 
chance  of  the  election  o a man  of  sound  national  principles  under  its  opera- 
toon,  };e  therefore  ofiered  the  following  resolution,  and  called  for  the  previoin 
q .estion : • ^ ^ ^ 

^ Ite&olvedj  That  the  House  will  proceed  immediately  to  the  election  of  a. 
...peaarr  r<m  voce ; and  if,  after  the  roll  shall  have  been  called  three  times,  no 
member  shall  have  received  a majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes,  the  ruU 
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shall  again  be  called,  and  the  member  who  shall  then  receive  the  largest  num- 
ber of  votes,  provided  it  be  a m -.jority  of  a quormn,  sluill  be  duly  declared 
Speaker  of  the  Hvmse  of  llepreseutatives  of  the  Tiiirty-fourth  Congress. 

Jilr.  Goode,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table;  which 
motion  was  not  agreed  to — yeas  104,  tiay.s  114. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be 
DOW  put.  • - 

The  question  vras  taken,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted — yeas  113,  nays 
101 — as  follows  ; 

Yeas — Messrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Banks,  I’arbour,  Barclay,  Henry 
Bennett,  Benson,  Billingbur.'t,  Bingham,  Bishop,  Bliss,  l^radshaw,  Brenton; 
Buffington,  Burlingame,  James  11.  Campbell,  Chaffee,  Bayard  Clark,  Ezra 
Clark,  Clawson,  Clingmau,  Colfax,  ConiinSv  Covoke,  Cragin,  Cumback,  Damrell, 
Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Mktt,  Diok,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durfee,  E lie,  Flag- 
ler, Galloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Bobert  ]>.  Hall,  Harlan,  Her- 
bert, Hickman,  Holloway,  Thomas  U.  Horton,  Howard,  Jewett,  Kelley,  Kel- 
sey, King,  I'Inapp,  Knight,  Ivnowiton.  Knox,  Kunke!,  Loiter,  Mace,  Matteson, 
McCarty,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  3Jorgan,  3[nrrlU,  3Iott,  3Iiirray,  Nichols, 
Norton,  .An  irew  Oliver,  Parker,  I’careo,  Peltoii,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pettit, 
Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  Kitehie,  Bobbins,  Boberts,  ilobison,  Sabin,  Sage, 
Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranahan,  Tup- 
pan,  Thoringtoii,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Tyson,  Wade.  Vralbridge,  Waldron, 
C.  C.  Washburne,  E.  B.  Wa^hburne,  Israel  Washburn,  Watson,  Welch,  Wells, 
Williams,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  3VoQdworth — 113. 

Nays — Messrs.  Aiken,  Allen,  Barksdale,  Bell,  Hcndley  S.  Bennett,  Bocock, 
Bowie,  Boyce,  l^ranch,  Brooks,  Bro-om,  Burnett.  Cadwalader,  John  P.  Camp- 
bell, Lewis  I).  Campbell,  (Arlile,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Ilowell  Cobb,  \V.  B.  3Y. 
Cobb,  Cox,  Crawford,  Davidson,  II.  Winter  Davi.=!,  Denver,  Dowdell,  Dunn, 
Edmund^on,  Elliott,  English,  Etheridge,  Emstis,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Florence, 
Foster,  II.  M.  Fuller,  T.  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  J. 
M.  Harris,  S.  W.  Harris,  T.  L.  Harris,  Harrison,  Hoffiman,  Houston,  George 
W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keitt,  Kennett,  Kidwell,  Lake,  Letcher,  Lindley, 
Lumfikin,  A.  K.  Mar.shall,  Humphrey  3Iarsball,  S.  S.  Jlarshall,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
Mullen, 3IeQiieen,  Smith  31ilier,  ^lillson,  3Iillward,  bloore,  dJordecai  Oliver, 
Orr,  lEine,  i’eck,  Phelps,  Porter,  Powell,  Puryear,  Quitman,  Ready,  Kicaud, 
Rivers,  Ruffin,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Scott,  Shorter,  William  Smith,  William 
R.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Swope,  Talbott,  Trippe,  Underwood,  Vail, 
Valk,  Walker,  Warner,  Watkins,  W'heeler,  Whitney,  Winslow,  iff  B.  Wright, 
J.  y.  Wright,  and  Zollicoff'er — 104. 

[The_  announcement  was  applauded  in  the  galleries.] 

Mr.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that  his  name  had  been  put  in  nomination 
some  two  weeks  ago  by  the  Democratic  party  for  the  speakership,  and  though 
very  many  ballots  had  taken  place  since  that  time,  and  although  the  members 
of  that  party  supposed  that  by  changing  their  nominee  they  miglit  increase  and 
strengthen  them,  yet  the  result  had  showm  that  they  were  mistaken  in  the  con- 
clusion to  -which  they  arrived.  The  complimentary  vote  given  yesterday  to  his 
colleague  [Mr,  Aiken]  rendered  it  very  evident  to  his  mind  that  that  gcnrleniaii 
would  be  able  to  concentrate  a greater  strength  than  himself,  and  as  he  desired 
to  see  the  House  organized  upon  natioinal  principles,  and  in  opposition  to  sec- 
tionalism., he  took  occasion,  after  returning  his  thanks  to  his  party  friends  for 
their  fidelity  and  confidence  in  nominating  and  sustaining  him,  to  vrithdraw  un- 
conditionally hi.s  name  from  the  contrst. 

Mr.  Bnyee,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to  rescind  the  resolution  just  adopted. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table;  which  was 
agreed  to — yea.s  117,  nays  101. 

! [Applause  in  the  galleries.] 
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Cries  of  “ Call  the  roll.” 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  moved  an  adjournment  of  tbe  House,  in  order  to 
give  members  an  opportunity  to  confer,  that  they  might  cast  their  votes  under- 
htaudingiy  in  the  great  crisis  which  they  were  now’  approaching.  The  motion 
was  not  agreed  to — yeas  84,  nays  133. 

[Applause  in  the  galleries.] 

Cries  (>f  “ Call  the  roll.’' 

Mr.  Walker,  of  xllabama,  moved  to  rescind  the  plurality  resolution. 

Mr.  Clingman  raised  the  point  that  the  motion  "was  not  in  order,  it  having 
been  decided  once  already  during  the  day. 

The  Clerk  thought  that  the  motion  was  in  order,  but  submitted  the  question 
to  the  House,  and  it  was  decided  that  it  was  not  in  order — yeas  83,  nays  1'2S. 

Mr.  Paine,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn  ; which 
motion  was  not  agreed  to.  ' 

[Applause  in  the  galleries.] 

Orr  said  that  if  the  House  was  to  be  annoyed  by  continued  applause  he 
would  have  to  move  that  the  galleries  be  cleared.  He  did  not  allude  to  the  la- 
dies’ gallery.  [Laughter.] 

[Cries  of  Cali  the  roll.”] 

VOTE  FOB  SPEAKER. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  for  Speaker,  it  being  the  first  under  the 
plurality  rule. 

I he  Clerk  called  the  roll  the  one  hundred  and  thirtieth  time,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result  ; 

Whole  nuraher  of  votes,  215  ; necessary  to  a choice,  108  : of  these — 


Mr.  Banks  received,  - - - 102 

Aiken,  ...  93 

II.  M.  Fuller,  - - - 14 

L.  ]).  Campbell,  - - 4 

Wells,  ...  2 


Mr.  PJehardson,  of  Illinois,  gave  notice  that  he  had  paired  off  with  Mr.  Em- 
rie,  othfTwise  he  would  have  voted  for  Mr.  Aiken. 

'liicre  being  no  choice,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
6rst  vote,  being  the  second  under  the  plurality  rule,  with  the  following  result : 

M hole  number  of  votes,  214;  necessary  to  a choice,  108  : of  these — 


31  r.  Banks  received  - - 102 

Aiken,  - - « . 93 

II.  M.  Fuller,  - - - 13 

L.  B.  Campbell,  - 4 

Vdclls,  - » . 2 


So  there  was  no  choice. 

Mr.  Kciint-tt,  of  Missouri,  moved  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn ; which 
malion  w’as  not  agreed  to.  [Applause.] 

j lie  House  then  proceeded  to  the  one  hundred, and  thirty-second  vote,  beinj 
the  third  under  the  plurality  rule,  wirh  the  following  result : 

M hole  mimber  of  vnt*  s,  213  ; necessary  to  a choice,  107  : of  these — 


Mr.  Banks  vecei-.ed  - - 102 

Aiken,  ...  93 

H.  31.  Fuller,  ^ - 13 

L.  1).  Campbell,  - - 4 

Wells,  - , - 2 
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I So  there  was  no  choice. 

' >fr.  llust,  of  Arkansas,  raoved  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn  ; which  mo- 
f tion  was  not  agreed  to — jeas  5li,  nays  162. 

I .[Shouts  of  “ Call  the  rolL^'J 

? Hr.  Fuller,  of  Pennsylvania,  desired  to  repeat  what  he  had  said  upon  two 

i former  occasions,  that  he  was  not,  and  did  not  desire  to  bo,  a candidate.  [Ap- 

! plause,]  One  hundred  and  thirty  ballots  would  have  satisfied  him  that  he 
; was  not  the  choice  of  a majority  of  the  body,  and  upon  no  other  terms,  upon 
no  other  conditions,  would  he  consent  to  take  that  position.  He  again  returned 
his  acknowledgments  to  the  genlemcn  who  had  honored  him  with  their  sup- 
port, and  he  requested  them  to  cast  their  suffrages  for  a better  and  abler  man. 

During  the  call  of  the  roll  on  the  last  ballot  the  following  explanations  were 
made. 

; Mr,  Barclay,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that  his  votes  stood  on  the  record,  and 
j he  saw  no  reason  why  he  should  change  them.  Ho  bad  been  adverse,  from  the 

j first  to  the  last,  to  anything  that  looked  like  a coalition  with  know  notbingism, 

I he  did  not  care  whether  it  came  from  the  A"orth  or  the  South.  He  had  on 
' three  votes  this  morning  cast  his  votes  away,  and  before  he  again  cast  a vote  he 
wished  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [3Ir.  Aiken]  whether  be  bad 
® written  a letter  to  the_  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [31r,  H.  Marshall], 
and  whether  he  had  made  any  pledges  satisfactory  to  the  Southern  wing  of  the 
National  American  party  ? 

Mr.  Bust  objected  to  the  gentleman  proceeding  further. 

Mr.  Aiken  said  that  he  was  not  a candidate  for  the  oflfice  of  Speaker.  If  his 
friends  saw  fit  to  elect  him  to  that  position,  he  would  serve  them  to  the  best  of 
his  ability.  [Great  applause.] 

Air.  A.  K.  Marshall,  or  Kentucky,  said  that  he  and  those  with  whom  he 
acted  had  discharged  their  duty  to  their  party,  and  it  now  remained  for  them  to 
discharge  it  to  their  country.  He  voted  for  Aiken. 

Several  other  gentlemen  made  explanations  before  voting  for  Aiken. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-third  vote  for 
Speaker,  and  the  last  vote  under  the  plurality  rule,  with  the  following  result : 
whole  number  of  votes,  211  : of  these  — 


Mr.  Banks  received,  - - 103 

Aiken,  - ' - - 100 

H.  M.  Fuller,  ...  6 

L.  D.  Campbell,  - - 4 

Wells,  - , - . - ' 1 


The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail : 

I Jor  Mr.  Banix's. — iMessrs.  Albright,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour,  ITenry  Bennett, 
Benson,  Billinghurst,  Bingham-,  Bishop,  Bliss,  Bradshaw,  Brenton,  Bufiington, 

I Biirlinganse,  James  H.  Campbell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chatiee,  Ezra  Clark, 

I Clawson,  Colfax,  Comins,  Covode,  Cra^in,  Cumback,  Damrell,  Timothy  Davis, 

; Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  Dodd,  Durlee,  E'lie,  Flairler,  Galloway, 

I Giddings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Pvobert  B.  Hall,  Harlan,  Holloway,  Thomas 
; It.  Horton,  Howard,  Kelsey,  King,  Knapp,  Knight,  Knowlton,  Knox,  Kuu* 

: kel,  Loiter,  Mace,  Mattoson,  3IeCarty,  Meacham,  Killian  Miller,  Morgan,  Mor- 

' rill,  Mott,  Murray,  A'ichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  i^arkcr,  Pearce,  Felton, 
i Pennington,  Perry,  Penir,  Pike,  Pringle,  Purviance,  lutehie,  Robbins,  Roberts, 
Robison,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sherman,  Simmons.  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stranaban, 
Tappan,  Thoringtou,  Thurston,  Todd,  Trafton,  Ty.5on,  Wade,  Walbridge,  TVal-^ 
dron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washburne,  Fillihu  IL  AVasbburne,  Israel  Washburn, 
Watson,  Welch,  Wood,  Woodruff,  and  Woodworth — 103. 
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For  Mr.  Ailain. — Messrs.  Allen,  Barksdalle,  Bell,  Ilendley  S.  Bennett,  Bo- 
cock,  Benvie,  Boyce,  Branch,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Caihvahi'ier,  John  I\  Campbell, 
Carlile,  Camthcr'^,  Caskie,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  K.  W.  Cobb, 
Cox,  Crawford,  Dividson,  Denver,  Dowdell,  3d  Imundson,  Elliott,  English,  Ether- 
ridge,  Knstis,  Evans,  Fralkncr,  Florence,  Foster,  Thonuis  J.  D.  Faller,  Goode, 
Greenwood,  Augustus  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Thomas 

Harris,  Herbert,  Hoffman,  Houston,  Jewitt,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Gluney 
Jones,  Keitr,  Ivelly,  Keunett,  Kidwell, ' Lake,  Letcher,  Bindley,  Luinpkin, 
Alvxandtm  K‘.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Sanauel  S.  Marshall,  Maxwell, 
McMullen,  McQueen,  iSmith  Miller,  Milson,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Paine,  Peck, 
Plicips,  Porter,  Powell,  Puryear,  Quitman,  lieade,  Ready,  Ricand,  Rivers,  Ruf- 
lln,  Rust,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Shorter,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  IVin. 
It.  Smith,  Sneed,  Stephens, -Srovyart,  Svvope,  Talb'^tt,  Trippe,  Underwood,  \Hii, 
V.’alkcT,  M'arner,  \Vatkins,  Wells,  M'heeicr,  Williams,  Winslow,  Daniel  B. 
Wright,  John  MHight,  and  Zoilicoffer — 100. 

For  Mr.  Fuller. — Messrs.  Broom,  Clark  of  New  York,  Cullen,  Davis  of 
Maryland,  Miliward,  and  Whitney — 6. 

Fur  Mr.  Camphell. — Messrs.  Dunn,  Harrison,  Moore,  and  Scott — 4. 

For  Mr.  'Wells. — -Mr.  Hickmaii. 

Mr.  3>enson,  of  3Iaine,  one  of  the  tellers,  announced  that  Nathaniel  P.  Banks, 
jr.,  of  Massachusetts,  was  duly  elected  Speaker. 

3 Mr.  A.  K.  Marshall  raised  the  question  that  the  House  itself  must  declare 
the  result,  and  that  the  Clerk  could  neither  do  so  himself  nor  delegate  any  one 
to  do  so.  He  tliould  be  very  sorry  to  see  the  Clerk  depart  from  that  course 
vshich  had  hitherto  secured  him  so  many  friends. 

Atler  some  debate  on  this  point,  in  which  Messrs.  Rust,  Clingman,  Cobb,  of 
(leoFL'i  L,  Smith  of  Alabama,  Paine  of  North  Carolina,  II.  Marshall,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Herbert,  and  Stewart  participated,  and  during  which  Mr.  Aiken  a.skcd 
permission  of  the  House  to  conduct  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Rinks]  to  the  chair,  as  the  duly  elected  Speaker  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Clingman  oflered  the  following  resolution; 

^‘llcsolved.  That,  by  reason  of  the  adoption  of  the  proposition  knowm  as  the 
plaralif.y  resolution,  and  the  votes  taken  under  it,  the  Hon.  N,  P.  Bunks,  jr.,  of 
Mas.^achu.setts,  has  been  duly  chosen  Speaker,  and  is  hereby  so  declared.’' 

After  some  debate,  the  previous  question  was  called  on  the  resolution,  and 
teconded,  and  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

The  queatioQ  was  taken,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted — yeas  15G,^nays  10 
— as  fuliuws ; 

T FAS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Albright,  Allen,  Allison,  Ball,  Barbour,  Barclay,  Bvll, 
Henry  Bennett,  Beo'^on,  Billinghurst,  liingham,  Bishop,  Bliss,  Bowie,  Bradsha  w, 
Brinch,  l.ffenton,  Broom,  Buffinixton,  Burlingame,  Cadwalader,  Janies  iU 
Cimpb-11,  L-'wis  I)._  Campbell,  ChJffee,  BayaM  Clarke,  Ezra  Clark,  Clawmn, 
Chngin.sn,  liowell  Cobb,  Colfax,  Comins,  Covode,  Cox,  Cragin,  Cullen,  Cum- 
back,  D Timothy  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickson,  D -kM, 

Dunn,  Diirte*^,  Iodic,  Lnglii^h,  Etheridge,  Evans,  Flagler,  Florence,  Thomas  J. 
D.  I ullcr,  (’alloway,  Giddings,  Gilbert,  Granger,  Grow,  Robert  B.  Hall,  Har- 
lan, J.  .Morrison  Harris,  iSampson  VvL  Harris,  Harris-m,  Herbert,  Hickman, 
Hcffm.on,  Iloilo w.iy.  Thomas  R,  Horton,  How.ird,  Jewitt,  G-’orge  W.  JonC'.  J- 
Giaocy  Jones,  Kelley,  Kelsey,  Ivennett,  King,  3\napp,  Knight,  Kn'>w!cori, 
Knox,  Ktinkei,  Leiter,  Lumpkin,  Mace,  Matte.son,  McCarty,  Meacham,  Kiliia  r 
Miller,  Miliward,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrill,  rMott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Norton.  An- 
drew Oliver,  Parker,  Pearce,  Pelton,  Pennington,  Perry,  Pettit,  Pike,  Porter, 
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i^flng^e,  Purviar.ce,  Purjear,  Keade,  Ready,  Ritcliie,  Ptivers,  Robbins,  PtoLerts, 
iinbison,  Sabin,  Sji^e,  Sapp,  Seott,  Siiennan,  Simmons,  Samuel  A.  'Smitb, 
iYibiliam  R.  Smith,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Strauahan,  Talboct, 
0.''appan,  Thoringtou,  Thurston,  TodJ,  Trafton,  Tyson,  Underwood,  Abiil,  Wade, 
Kv'al bridge,  AValdron,  Warner,  Cadwalader,  C.  Washburno,  Eilihu  R.  Wash- 
Turne,  Israel  Washburn,  Watkins,  Watson,  Welch,  Weils,- Wheeler,  ’Whitney, 
jWiiliams,  Winslow,  Wood,  Woodrufi’,  and  Woodworth — 150. 

! Nays— 3Iessr3.  Barksdale,  Hendley  S.  Bennett,  Boyce,  Burnett,  John  P. 
(Campbell,  Carlile,  Caskie,  Crawford,  Davidson,  H.  Winter  Davis,  Dowdell, 
Ednmudson,  Elliott,  Foster,  Goode,  GTeenwood,  Thomas  L.  Harris,  Houston, 
Keitt,  Kidwell,  Lake,  Letcher,  xVlexander  K.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  iMcMullen, 
McQueen,  3Iordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Plielps,  Powell,  Ptuffia,  Rust,  Sandid^e,**  Sav- 
a<^e,  Shorter,  Sneed,  Trippe,  Walker,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  John  Y.  Wright 
—40.  ' ' 

The  Clerk  appointed  Messrs.  H.  M,  Fuller,  Aiken,  and  L.  D.  Campbell  to 
conduct  5Ir.  Banks  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Banks,  on  taking  the  chair  acknowledged  the  honor  done  him  in' a brief 
and  neat  speech. 

The  usual  oath  of  office  was  then  administered  to  him  by  5Ir.  Giddings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanton,  of  Ohio,  the  following  resolution  was  unaunnously 
adopted  : 

^‘Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  are  eminently  due,  and  are  hereby 
tendered,  to  John  W.  Forney,  Esq.,  for  the  distinguished  ability,  fidelity  and 
impartiality  with  which  he  has  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  during  the  arduous  and  protracted  contest  for  Speaker  which  has 
just  closed.'^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  the  House,  at  7 o’clock,  adjourned. 


From  Luzerne  Union ^ Jan.  30,  1356. 

HON.  HENRY  M.  FULLER.— IIIS  SOMERSET. 

Tq  order  to  make  an  answer  to  the  very  many  letters  we  have  received  as  to 
the  antecedents  of  Henry  M.  Fuller,  we  have  collected  together  to-day,  some 
I facts  connected  with  that  bonorublo  gentleman’s  antecedenls.  The  gentlemen 
I who  have  written  us  on  this  .subject,  will  please  take  this  for  an  answer,  as  it 
I embodies  the  facts  w’hich  we  have  at  hand.  Here,  in  t.his  district,  no  man  will 
|be_found,  can  be  found,  who  has  any  regard  for  truth,  that  wiii  pretend  to  say 
that  the  gentleman  was  ever  anything  else  than  an  Abolitionist,  and  as  such, 
j. received’  the  hearty  support  of  the  rankest  of  them.  X Whig,  a Free  Soiler, 
j au  xVboIitionist,  a Wilmot  ihoviso  man,  a Koow  Nothing — this  is  t.ie  history 
! of  the  gentleman’s  political  career.  He  never  pretended  that  he  was  anything 
• else,  till  he  bid  for  the  Speakership.  To  gain  this,  be  did  not  merely  repudiate 
■ his  old  faith,  and  turn  his  back  on  his  old  friends  and  old  principles,  but  he  de- 
nied that  be  was  one  of  them,  and  was  elected  on  their  platform.  Not  only  a 
change  of  faith,  which  might  under  some  circumstances  be  justified,  but  a de- 
nial that  he  ever  advocated  such  a faith  a.s  his  friends  aUvays  claimed  for  him. 

A corre.spoDdent  of  the  New  York  Times,  of  the  19th  of  January,  instant,-^ 
holds  this  language  : * 
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Aiip'-ychr a s7ca  did  not  Elect  him. — Mr.  Faller,  of  Pennsylvaoia,  became 
restive  in  the  debate  to-day,  and  distiactly  denied  - that  he  was  elected  by  tuo 
Anti-Nebraska  sentiment  of  his  district.  Mark  this  enunciation,  Anti-Nebni-k;i 
men  of  Pennsylvania,  and  take  care  that  when  you  nominate  again,  you  make 
the  fetters  of  principle  at  least  strong  enough  to  be  understood  by  the  candi- 
date.’' 

Ife  denied  that  he  was  elected  by  the  Anti-Nebraska  sentiment  of^his  dis- 
trict I 'll"  Can  this  be  possible?  Can  it  be,  that  a man  in  his  senses  couM 
utter  such  a palpable,  open,  and  bnre-taced  falsehood  ? He  “ not  elected  by 
the  Anti-NebrasLa  sentiment ! " When  bis  friends  justified  him  on  the  groun'j 
that  he  had  a right  to  change  his  views,  we  thought  they  went  far  in  the  deed 
of  character,  particularly  as  they  eh  cted  him  on  a pledge  to  vote  to  repeal  the 

infamous  Nebraska  act — to  restore ' the  Missouri  line  but  what  will  thev 
say  now,  when  their  man  denies  that  he  was  the  exponent  of  their  view’s  I 
AVhat  can  they  say  ? Nothing — absolutely  nothing.  With  their  fingers  in 
their  mouths,  they  are  silent  ! But  it  is  a silence  that  is  ominous.  It  is  a si- 
lence that  precedes  the  storm  and  the  whirlwind,  and  so  the  houorable  gentle- 
man will  find  it,  if  he  ever  enters  the  political  track  again.  We  spoke  of  his 
friends  justifying  him  for  ‘‘a  change  of  opinion" — we  mean  his  personal  po- 
litical friends.  The  masses  of  the  old  line  who  gave  him  their  support,  whis- 
per “ treason,"  and  call  to  mind  a worthy  old  gentleman  who  betrayed  Lis 
master. 

But  let  us  see  what  the  issue  was  before  the  canvass,  which  resulted  in  the 
gentleman's  election.  The  Record  of  the  Times,  of  this  place,  the  organ  of 
>lr.  Fuller,  knows  full  well  what  the  issue  was,  and  that  we  may  not  be  mis- 
taken, we  will  quote  from  that  paper,  and  see  how  this  matter  was  understood 
at  the  time.  But  in  the  first  place,  what  was  the  Democratic  issue  ? VCe  will 
sec  the  affirmative  first. 

On  the  Ifith  of  September,  1854,  the  Democratic  conferees  of  the  conni'es 
composing  the  district,  met  and  put  in  nomiration  Col.  Wright,  for  Congress. 
To  show  the  platform  they  made  for  him,  we  copy  from  this  paper  of  the  loth 
September,  1854.  The  resolutions  were  drawn  by  the  vigorous  pen  of  the  late 
Samuel  P.  Coliings,  Esq.,  who  recently  died  in  Tangiers,  at  the  time  a United 
States  Consul. 

^‘Resolved,  That  in  the  large  intelligeuee,  generous  impulses,  and  frank  anU 
cordial  character  of  their  nom  nee  for  Congress,  the  Democracy  have  a guaran- 
tee that  he  will  represent  their  interests  and  maintain  the  character  of  this  Dis- 
trict honorably  and  faithfully  in  Congress;  that  the  only  rational  objeciioe 
heretofore  urged  for  withholding  any  portion  of  Democratic  support,  was  fairly 
removed  by  his  upright  and  honorable  course  during  the  late  session  of  Co?i- 
gress  ; and  that  any  present  opposition,  from  the  same  quarter,  to  his  triumphant 
election,  under  the  fair  and  honorable  nomination  enjoyed  by  him,  would  he  an 
act  ot  unjustifiable  persecution,  an  exhibition  of  personal  spite  and  malignity 
with  which  no  honest  Democrat  can  sympathize,  and  calculated  to  clothe  with 
dark  suspicion  the  former  motives  avowed  by  its  authors. 

Rf/solved,  That  the  patriots  of  the  Devolution  in  achieving  and  establi.sh:n'> 
the  freedom  and  independence  of  these  States,  vindicated  and  asserted  the  gr-  a: 
principle  of  popular  sovereignty  and  equal  rights  a.s  alfirmed  and  deciarevi  m 
the  late  acts  of  Congress,  organizing  the  territories  of  Nebraska  and  Karu-.:*.?  ; 
that  nature,  and  nature  s God,  appeal  to  the  virtue,  the  integrity  and  inteHi-muoo 
of  the ' peviple,  to  guar  i this  precious  principle  as  the  ark  of  the  covenant  •’ 

I leir  safely  : and  that  the  sufierings,  the  perils  and  the  blood  of  the  Kev-uu- 
tion,  will  have  been  wasted  in  vain,  and  the  dearest  hopes  of  man  on  carta 
yielded  up,  when  this  great  principle  is  sacrificed.  y 
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I Resolved,  That  the  ]Missouri  Compromise  was  an  act  of  usurpation  by  Con- 

f . n;re?3,  and  a fraud  upon  the  people  of  these  States:  that  Congress  is  sworn  to 
i uphold  the  Constitution  and  not  to  interpolate  or  destroy  it : that  any  acquies- 

I ccnce  in,  or  submission  to,  changes  of  the  fundamental  law  by  Congress,  would 

I be  in  the  last  degree  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people  : and  that  the  re- 

I peal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  was  a wise  and  necessary  measure  to  efface 

I from  the  statute  books  a precedent  violation  of  the  great  charter  of  our  inde- 

pendence and  to  ari-cst  further  insidious  encroachments  upon  the  great  principle 
of  popular  sovereignly  and  equal  rights.’^ 

Here  is  the  Deraocratio  platform — and  we  copy  extracts  from  the  letter  of 
acceptance  of  Col.  ^Vright — it  is  too  long  for  publication  entire.  Also  the  let- 
ter announcing  Lis  nouiination.  It  may  be  found  in  the  Sics  of  this  paper  of 
the  20th  of  September,  1851.  . . 

Steele’s  Hotel,  Wilke.s-Barre, 
September  12,  185-i. 

Hon.  Hendrick  B.  Wright — 

Rear  tSir  : — The  Democratic  Congressional  Conference  this  day  assembled 
j and  have  placed  you  in  nomination  before  the  people  of  this  District  for  Coa- 
I gress.  The  undersigned  are  a committee  appointed  by  said  Conference  to  com- 

j niunicate  to  you  the  fact  and  request  your  acceptance.  In  making  this  coramu- 

■ ineation  pleasure  combines  with  duty.  Your  course  upon  the  vanoas  measures 
i which  came  before  Gougress,  at  the  late  se.ssion,  has  justly  confi*-mcd  you  in 
I their  confidence  and  regard.  We  refer  especially  to  the  great  measure  estab- 
1 iishing  the  principle  of  popular  sovereignty  in  the  Territories  of  this  Union — 
'•  a principle  vital  to  the  securitj"  of  every  freeman  : dear  to  his  heart,  and  upon 
W'hich  is  based  his  enjovrneuts  of  civil  and  religious  freedom.  We  especially 
j pefer  to  this  measure  as  first  in  importance.  Your  votes  against  squandering 
the  public  money  in  misnamed  improvements  being  in  accordance  with  the  one 
.settled  policy  of  this  Ifistrict,  is  also  gratifying  to  know.  la  your  puUiqly  ex- 
pressed views  upon  religious  toleration,  we  heartily  accord.  Your  votes  upon 
the  Homestead  bill,  and  in  favor  of  old  soldiers’  rights,  are  true  indexes  of  a 
hearty,  sound  and  consistent  Democrat.  And  it  is  our  hearty  prayer  that  the 
people  appreciating  their  true  interests  may  return  you  to  Congress  by  a trium- 
phant majority. 

Your  friends  and  fellow  citizens, 

JOHY  DEEX,  .JR., 
HUDSON'  OWEY, 
JOHN  y.  S:dITH. 


, YvUlkes-Barre,  Sept.  14th,  1S54. 

* * IK  IK 

- 

“In  the  acceptance  of  the  nomination  w’hich  you  have  tendered  me,  and 
which  was  stamped  with  so  much  unanimity  in  the  primary  meetings  of  the 
\ people,  I have  no  policy  as  to  rny  future  course  to  conceal.  The  journal  of  the 
I last  Congress  will  exhibit  my  course  as  to  the  past.  No  voter  of  this  District 
I shall  have  occasion  to  say  I have  deceived  him.  lie  who  casts  hi.^^  vote  for  me, 
does  it  with  full  knowledge  of  my  political  faith.  I assume  that  lie  who  soli- 
cits the  'Suffrage  of  the  people  f r «o  high  a place  as  a seat  in  the  councils  of 
this  nation,  should  frankly  and  honeffdy  avow  his  opinions.  There  should  he 
no  concealment — there  should  bo  no  falsehood,  as  it  is  a post  of  honor,  he  who 
seeks  to  attain  it,  should  be  a man  of  honor,  and  resort  to  no  low  device y — no 
bucksteriog  pretext  to  obtain  It.  You  say,  Geutlcmeu,  that  as  to  my  course 
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ninong  the  various  measures  whicli  came  before  Congress  at  the  late  session,” 
aiul  which  clicifs  your  conSdenee  auJ  regard,”  you  refer  es[)ecially  to  the 
great  measure,  estabiishing  the  principle  of  popular  sovereignty  in  the  Territo- 
ries of  this  Union — a principle  vital  to  the  security  of  every  freeman — dear  to 
his  heart,  and  upon  which  is  based  his  enjoyment  of  civil  and  religions  free- 
dom.” Vour  allusion  is  to  the  bill  establishing  Territorial  Government  in 
Kansas  and  dsebraska.  I spoke  in  favor  of  that  bill.  I voted  for  that  bill — 
and  as  I then  said^  on  the  floor  of  Congress — I nov/  repeat — that  “ I would 
rather  be  .‘Stricken  down  as  the  advocate  of  popular  freedom,  than  be  returned 
to  the  House  in  opposition  to  the  great  principle.”  Ilcforo  taking  my  seat,  I 
«wore  to  support  the  Constitution  of  my  country.  Among  its  wise  provisions, 
1 found  that,  ‘-The  povrers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States,  by  the  constitu- 
tion, nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserve,-!  to  the  States  respectfully, 
or  to  the  people.”  That  power  which  was  not  conceded,  to  the  general  gnvera- 
ment,  but  reserved  in  the  people,  I resolved,  so  far  as  I was  concerned,  should 
remain  there.  Vv'isdom  dictated  the  reservation  and  fanaticism  should  never 
change  it.  Congress  had  no  power,  even  by  implication,  (an  abhorrent  doc- 
trine at  best^  to  interfere  with  law-making  power  of  States  or  Territories.  On 
the  6th  of  March,  1820,  the  16th  Congress  passed  an  act  establishing  a territo- 
rial government  for  Olissouri,  in  which  was  incorporated  a provision  that  sla- 
very should  be  prohibited,  north  of  thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north 
latitude”  in  the  territory  cycled  by  France,  under  the  name  of  Louisiana  : thus 
implying  that  slavery  .should  not  be  prohibited  south  of  that  line.  In  favor  of 
the  repeal  of  the  law  establishing  this  line,  I cast  my  vote.  I did  so  under  the 
conviction  that  the  power  to  make  laws  for  the  territories  was,  under  the  consti- 
tioii,  in  “ the  people,”  and  not  in  Congress.  I bad  good  reason  to  believe  that 
the  hardy  pioneers  who  subdued  the  forests  and  broke  up  the  prairies — who 
vrere  exposed  to  the  toils  and  privations  of  a frontier  life — whose  battles  were 
with  the  wild  beast  and  the  savage,  should  not  be  deprived  of  making  their 
own  law.':,  as  their  situation  and  condition  might  warrant.  That  they  were  bet- 
trr  jutlges  of  this  than  I;  and  to  deprive  them  of  this  privilege  would  be  an 
act  of  usurpation  and  tyranny.  I desire  that  the  people,  who  went  to  these 
new  Territories,  might  go  there  as  freemen,  and  not  as  slaves;  and  if  in  their 
judginent,  they  pleased  to  make  a slave  Territory  of  it,  it  was  no  bu^iiness 
of  mir;e.  However  much  I may  eoudonin  slavery  as  an  abstract  ouestion,  I 
l;:.  i liotlimg  to  do  with  the  act  of  the  freemen  of  Kansas  and  Acbrask  i.  Mv 
a!h*gianeo  w.js  to  the  Coostituti-m.  Had  I been  gu.iity  of  usurp.ing  that  pow-u* 
which  the  people  had  expressly  reserved  to  themselves,  I shculd  have  commit- 
ted a wrong;  and  done  an  act  of  gross  injustice  to  the  people  of  thosr3  Territo- 
ries; to  the  peuple  of  my  own  State;  to  the  people  of  this  Union — and  to 
liberal  principles  throughout  the  world — nay,  I should  have  violated,  my  solemn 
oath,  do  please  fanaticism,  I could  not.  do  this  ; nor  could  a reasonable  man 
expect  it  of  mo.” 

‘•I  h.ave  been  charged  with  treason  for  my  vote  on  the  Kansas  and  Xebra.ska 
bill  ! lliis  is  the  kind  of  treason  that  rankled  in  the  heart  of  Jefferson,  when 
be  bad  tue  temerity  to  assert  the  doctrine  that  the  people  were  intelligent  cnouith 
to  govern  then'.selves — and  opposed  to  the  idea  of  cen.-olidated  power.  It  w.i.': 
the  trea.'-oi)  of  Jackson  wbes  he  threw  himself  between  the  encroa-chmenfs  of 
the  led'Tal  government,  and  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  States;  in  his  vetoes 
of  the  Jlauk  uiel  the  Jd:  ysviile  iload  bill. 

“And  riie  man  vvho  votes  for  sovereign  power  to  remain  with  the  enligatoncd 
f eemen  of  this  land;  in  the  place  of  robbing  them  of  it -i.s  the  Traitor  t<' 
whom  I will  cling — and  to  whom  I will  do  reverence.  The  indcfatii/able  and 
persevering  pioneer,  who  settles  these  new  territories  as  his  home — and  that  of 
libs  children — who  reclaims  the  wiiderness  and  makes  it  blossom  as  the  ro.se — 
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who  builds  churches  and  school-houses; — and  above  all,  who  defends  his  coun- 
try and  supports  lier  treasury,  shall  not  by  iny  act,  or  vote,  be  robbed  of  his 
civil  rights — and  denied  the  privilege  of  participating  iu  inaldn?^  his  own  laws. 

I am  not  numbered  among  tbo.se  philanthropists  of  these  latter  days — who  yield 
the  privilege  of  labor;  of  taxation — of  battle, — to  the  citizens  of  Kansas  and 
Nebraska,  and  deny  him  the  right  of  making  bis  own  ]a^YS.  'If  this  be  treason, 
then  I am  a traitor  ! — and  along  with  me  in  this  catalogue  of  treason — is  Frank- 
lin Pierce,  Lewis  Cass,  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  11.  M.  T.  Hunter — and  one  bun-* 
dred  and  twelve  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States.’' 

The  foregoing  extracts  will  show  the  plain  and  unmistakable  platform  of  Col. 
W right — and  ou  the  stump,  from  one  end  of  the  District  to  the  other,  he  car- 
ried it  out — dissembling  nothing — publicly,  everywhere,  proclaiming  the  doc- 
trine of  his  address.  ♦ 

What  was  Mr.  Fuller  and  his  friends  at,  about  these  times? 

On  the  Itlth  of  September  185-i,  (Sec  Record  of  the  Times,  of  the  loth  of 
Sept.,)  the  Vfhig  County  Convention  met.  They  nominated  Mr.  Fuller — and 
laid  down  for  him,  the  following  platform  : 

Resolved,  That  while  wc  question  not  the  right  to  alter  or  amend  any  act  of 
Congress  by  subsequent  legislation,  we  view  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  last 
session  commonly  called  the  ‘ Kansas  Nebraska  Bill,'  as  a wanton,  unprovoked, 
and  cruel  violation  of  plighted  faith  betw'een  the  Northern  and  Southern  por- 
tions of  this  confederacy — wanton,  because  nnrequired  by  the  circumstances  of 
that  portion  of  the  public  domain — unprovoked,  because  to  the  extent  of  their 
ability  the  Northern  States  had  fully  executed  the  compromise  measures  of 
1850 — cruel,  because  destined  to  shackle  with  slavery  a Territory  larger  than 
the  old  thirteen  States. 

“ Resolved,  That  while  we  recognize  and  will  carry  out  in  good  faith  all  our 
constitutional  obligations,  we  are  opposed  to  the  extension  of.  slavery  beyond 
existing  limits,  and  to  any  further  increase  of  its  power  in  the  National  Coun- 
cils. 

Resolved,  That  sincerely  holding  these  views,  we  do  hereby  mark  the  au- 
thors, aiders  and  abetters  of  that  act  as  Dieu  unworthy  the  support  of  enlight- 
ened freemen  for  any  otfice  in  their  gift. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  undiminished  confidence  in  Hon.  H.  M.  Fuller,  and 
that  our  conferees  are  instructed  to  use  all  honorable  means  to  secure  his  re-no- 
mination." ' 

Then  while  they  bad  undimished  confidence  in  Mr.  Fuller,’’  they  marked 
the  aiders  and  abetters  and  aud'.ors  of  that  act  as  men  unwmrthy  the  support  of 
enlightened  freemen  1 1"  As  Mr.  Fuller  was  not  an  “aider  ilur  supporter"  of 
the  infamous  act — he  had  the  “confidence"  of  the  party — Nay,  the  “ undimi- 
nished  confidence." 

His  conferees  met — they  nominated  him — and  soon  after  he  and  Judee  Pol- 
lock started  canvassing  the  District — as  none  of  the.^e  speeches  are  reported  we 
cannot,  give  extracts.  In  the  one  at  Tunkha.nnock,  Mr.  Fuller  went  further  on 
the  Abolition  question  than  Gov.  Pollock — they  both  denounced  the  Nebra.«kx 
Kansas  bill — and  both  pledged  a repeal  as  far  as  was  in  their  power. 

They  came  to  Wilkes-Barre — they  both  made  speeches  here — and  both  de- 
nounced the  Kansas  bill,  and  preached  Know  Nothingism.  The  Times  of  Oct^ 
4,  1854,  says  : 

“ After  the  Judge  the  Hon.  IT.  M.  Fuller  spoke  in  his  happiest  style,  and 
explained  his  position  on^the  question  of  Slavery  to  the  satisfaction  of  every: 
freeman  present." 

That  “exposition"  was  the  repeal  of  Nebraska  and  the  restoration  of  the 
Missouri  line,  and  we  can  prove  it  by  100  witnesses  ou  tfie  ground ^ 
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From  the  paper  of  the  same  date  we  copy  the  following  editorial  : 

Freemen  bear  in  mind  that  the  issue  is  not  merely  about  men.  Neither 
Wright  nor  Fuller — Pollocli  nor  Biglcrj  has  any  claim  personally  thus  to  up- 
heave tl'.e  p>'pular  Masses,  like  ocean  into  mountain  billows.  In  \oting  (a  most 
sacred  richt)  you  (jxpress  your  opinions  of  the  great  question  at  issue.  Pollock 
and  Fuller  sJLand  before  you  as  the  representatives  of  Freedom,  opposed  to  the 
.extcusimi  of  Slavery  into  Nebraska,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  everywhere  throughout 
the  rniori.  Their  opponents,  Bigler  and  Co.,  justify  the  principie  that  would 
so  extend  Slavery.  AVhich  do  you  approve ‘f  A solemn  question.  Your  votes 
will  record  your  opinions. 

This  is  the  language  of  the  Fuller  organ  ? Does'he  call  this  Anti-Nebraska 
sentiments  ? Does  he  change  his  opinion  ? Anti-Nebra<ka  did -not  elect  him.’' 
Out,  out  upon  such  hypocrisy  I Neither  YCright  nor  Fuller  was  the  question  ? 
It  wa.s  Frcedjn  and  Slavery. 

V/e  now  copy  from  the  Whig  press — when  it  was  said  i^Ir.  Fuller  had  changed 
his  principles — the  County  press.  The  Pittston  Gnzetfp,  a Whig  paper,  which 
\varmly  supported  Mr.  Fuller — in  the  issue  of  the  2itth  of  Dec.,  1855,  holds 
iJiis  language  : , 

For  one,  we  most  heartily  regret  that  our  representative  bad  not  adhered  to 
the  po-ition  which  was  generally  understood  he  occupied — namely  that  of  an 
out  and  out  anti-Nebraska  man — opp'^sed  to  the  admission  of  Kansas  upon  any 
other  terras  than  that  slavery  should  not  be  tolerated  there — and  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  3Iissourl  compromise;  that  it  should  as  an  act  of  simple  justice  to 
the  free  States,  be  restored. 

The  S:r(t7ifo)i  IPrald^  another  Yy'hig  county  paper,  and  which  also  supported 
Mr.  FulPr — in  its  columns  of  the  20th  of  December,  1855,  discourses  in  this 
wise — and  Mr.  Fuller  will  not  make  an  issue  with  either  of  these  editors — nor 
will  he  say  they  have  stated  falscdioods  : 

(,)a  the  Nebraska  question,  the  popular  will  is  decidedly  opposed  to  every 
motive  and  principle  which,  was  developed  in  its  passage  ; whether  it  w^as  de- 
s’guc'.i  to  extend  the  curse  of  slavery,  or  to  promote  the  aggrandizement  of  the 
demrigagaes  who  urg.jd  and  accomplished  its  success.  Mr.  Fuller  was  under- 
stood to  be  the  exponent  of  the  will  of  the  people  in  this  question  : to  be  as 
warmly  <Ievoted  to  the  cau.se  of  Veedom  as  anyone  aiiiong  his  constituents, 
in  his  speeches  he  hpcnly  and  unreservediy  avowed  his  principles  to  be  in  ac- 
vordanee  with  the  known  sentiments  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people.  His  op- 
po!i*;[it  was  an  ultra  Nebraska  man,  and  supoosed  to  be  the  verv  antipodes  of 
Mr.  I'uilcr,  in  respect  to  all  his  political  principles.  If  the  latter  has  published 
on  tne  floor  of  Congress  any  sentiment  in  conflict  with  these,  he  has  proved 
hl.'C  to  tue  platform  upon  which  he  was  sustained  and  elected.” 

In  his  .specche.s,  he  openly  and  unrescrvc  lly  avowed  his  principles.”  Not 
so,  Mr.  Lithrop  ! Mr.  Fuller  said  in  Congress,  in  the  flrst  place,  that  he  would 
let  Kan-as  and  Nebraska  alone,  and  now  that  “he  was  not  elected  by  the  Anti- 
Nebraska  sentiment  of  his  district.”  In  your  language,  then,  (and  you  were 
bis  political  friend,)  “ he  has  proved  false  to  the  platfoim  on  which  he  was 
elected,”  and  who  doubts  it? 

Y e have  thus  copi<'d  from  the  three  M’hig  journals  in  this  county,  all  of 
which  gave  him  an  honest  support,  to  show  his  platform,  ami  we  leave  it  to  oth- 
ers to  s:iy  whether  his  has  been  the  conduct  of  an  hoaorable  man  I 

la  Mr.  Fuller’s  speech,  in  ansiver  to  Mr.  Zollikotfer’s  question,  he  said,  my 
political  existence  commenced  since  that  fli>od,” — the  vCilmot  Proviso.  Ho 
fchouM  have  said  in  it.  Y"e  will  show  his  Hyde  Park  letter  hereafter;  when 
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he  was  running  for  Canal  Commissioner,  he  wrote  the  celebrated  Hyde  Park 
letter,  in  vi-hieh  he  fully  endorses  the  Wilmot  I'roviso.  We  have  not  room  for 
it  now.  And  yet  this  man  is  applauded  by  Southern  men  when  he  tells  them 
that  “ his  political  existence  commenced  since  th:it  flood.’’  Southern  men  will 
be  very  careful  what  importance  they  give  to  Mr.  Fuller’s  declarations.  We  ^ 
will  give  the  Hyde  Pa'.k  letter  soon,  and  in  the  meantime  let  Southern  men  ask 
Mr.  Fuller  if  he  is  not  now  a member  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Black 
Kepublican  convention,  which  met  in  Pittsburg,  in  this  State,  in  September,' 
1855,  and  which  noniinateil.  Passmore  AVilliamson  as  their  candidate  for  Canal 
Commissioner.  He  will  hardl}*  be  bold  enough  to  deny  this,  too.  But  judging 
from  what  he  has  said,  no  human  power  can  tell  what  he  may  say  hereafter. 

Having  denied  that  he  was  elected  by  the  Anti-Nebraska  sentiment  of  bis 
district,  vrhen  he  gave  pledge  upon  pledge  to  the  Anti-Nebraska  men,  that  if 
they  would  elect  him,  he  would  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  law,  and  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Missouri  line,  we  cannot  say  v/hat  he  will  do  next. 

His  own  friends  accuse  him  of  having  falsified  his  platform  ” — it  is  his  duty 
now  either  to  acknowledge  publicly  that  he  has  wantonly  deceived  them,  or  re- 
sign his  seat,  and  go  to  some  other  district  than  tiiis.  He  is  little  aware  of  the 
state  of  things  with  an  injured  and  outraged  constituency,  lie  vrill  know. 
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Aaron  H.  Cragin,  K,  N. — 0. 


Vermont. 


Ahah  Sabin.- 


MASSACnUSETTS. 


Robert  B.  Hall,  K.  N. 
James  Butjington,  K.  N, 
William  S.  iJamrtH,  K.  N. 
Linus  B.  (Wmins,  K.  N. 

Bnrlingamp,  K.  N. 
Timofiy  Davis,  K.  N. 


XatlCl  P.  Banks,  Jr.,  K.  Bh 
Chamicey  L.  Knnpp,  K.  B. 
Alexander  De  Witt,  K.  2\. 
Cedvin  C.  Chafer,  K.  N. 
Mark  Trafton,  K,  Bh  — 11. 


Rhode  Island. 


Nathaniel  B.  Durfec,  K.  N. 


BenJ.  B.  Thurston,  K.  N. — 2. 
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Connecticut. 


Ezra  Clarh^y  >Tr.^  K.  N. 
John  Woodruffs  K.  N. 


AVilliam  ’W’.  Tall?,  K.  N. 
Jamen  S.  T.  Sfranahan,  K. 
Ot!i/  Ji.  Pd  ton,  K.  N. 

Jolin  Kelly,  D. 

T/iomas  R.  Whitney,  K.  N. 
John  Wheeler,  K.  N. 
Thornas  Childs,  Jr.,  K.  N. 
Abram  Wakeman,  K.  N. 
Bayard  Clark,  K.  X. 
Ambrose  S.  Murray, 

R}cfus  IL  Kiny,  K.  X. 
Kalian  Miller,  K.  X. 

Russell  Sage,  K.  X. 

Samuel  Dickson, 

Kdicard  Dodd,  K.  X. 

George  A.  Simmons, 

Francis  E,  Sjoinner, 


Isaiah  D.  Clawson,  K.  X. 
George  R.  Robbins,  K.  X. 
James  Bishop,  K.  X, 


Thomas  B.  Florence,  D. 


Xew  York. 


Sidney  Dean,  K.  N. 

Wnu  'W.  Welch,  K.  X.—4. 


Thomas  li.  IJorton, 

Jonas  *4.  iTughsfon, 

Orsamus  B.  Matteson,  K.  X. 
Henry  Bennett,  K.  N. 
Andrew  Z.  McCarty,  K.  N. 
V/illiam  A . Gilbert,  ^ 

Amos  P.  Granger, 

Edwin  B.  Alorgan, 

Andrew  Oliver, 

John  AI.  Parker, 

William  II.  Kdsey, 

John  Williams, t 
Benjamin  Pringle,  K.  X. 
Thomas  T.  Flagler,  K.  X. 
Solomon  G.  Haven,  K.  X. 


Xe’w  Jersey. 


George  Yail,  D. 

A.  C.  M.  Pennington,  K.  X. — 5 


Pennsyly.\nia. 


Ah  T, 


K.  X. 


William  Millward,  K.  X. 
Jacob  Broona,  K.  X. 

J‘)hn  Cadwaiader,  D. 

J'/un  Hickman,  I>. 

Samuel  C.  Bradshaw,  K.  X. 
J.  Glancy  Jones,  D. 

Anth^my  E.  Roberts,  K.  X, 

J ihn  C.  Kvnkel,  K.  X. 

James  II  Campbell, X. 
Henry  M.  Fuller,  K.  X. 

Asa  Backer,  I). 


Gahisha  A.  Grow, 

John  J.  Pearce. , K.  X. 
Lemuel  Todd,  K.  X. 

David  F.  Robison,  K.  X. 
John  A.  Edie,  K.  X. 

John  Cov ode,  K.  X. 
Jonathan  Knight,  K.  X. 
David  Ritchie,  K.  X. 
Samuel  A.  Purviance,  K.  X 
John  AUison,  K.  X. 

David  IWclay,  D. 

John  Dick,  K.  X. — 25. 


Delaware. 


Elisha  D.  Cullen,  K.  X.— 1. 

3Iaryl:v.ni). 


James  A.  Stewart,  D.» 
Jaroes  B.  llieaud,  K.  X. 

J.  Morrison  Hank,  K.  X, 


II.  W'inter  Davk,  K.  X. 
Henry  W.  Hull  man,  K.  X. 
Thomas  F.  Bowie/'  D. — 0. 
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< Virginia. 


Thomas  II.  Bayly,  B, 
Jolm  S.  Millsou,  D. 
John  S.  Caskie,  B. 
William  0.  Goode,  D. 
Thomas  S.  Bocock,  B. 
Paulus  Po^’ell,  B. 
William  SmiLh,  B. 

Charles  J.  Faulkner,  B. 
John  Letcher,  B. 

' Zedekiah  Kidwell,  B. 

John  S.  Carlile,  K.  X. 
Henry  A.  Edmundson,  B. 
Fayette  McMullin,  B. — 13. 

North  Carolina. 

Bobert  T.  Paine,  K.  N. 
Thomas  Euffin,  B. 

Warren  ^Vioslow,  B. 
Lawrence  O’B.  Branch,  B. 

Edwin  G.  Reade,  K.  X. 
Richard  C.  Puryear,  K.  X. 
Burton  Craige,  B. 

Thos.  L.  Clingman,"^  B. — 8. 

South  Carolina. 

John  McQneen,  B. 
William  Aiken,  B. 
Lawrence  M.  Keitt,  B. 

Preston  S.  Brooks,  B. 
James  L.  Orr,  B. 

William  W.  Boyce,  B. — 6. 

Georgia. 

James  L.  Seward,  B. 
Martin  J.  CrawfordvB. 
Robert  P.  Trippe,  K.  X. 
Hiram  Warner,  B.  * 

John  H.  Lumpkin,  B. 
Howell  Cobb,  B. 

Xachaniel  G Foster,  K.  X. 
Ales.  H.*  Stephens,*  B. — S. 

.Alabama. 

Percy  W alker,  K.  X. 

Eli  S.  Shorter,  B. 

James  F.  Bowdell,  B. 
William  K.  Smith,  K.  N. 

George  S.  Houston,  B. 
Williamson  11.  W.  Cobb,  B. 
Sampson  W.  Harris,  B, — 7. 

. Mississippi. 

Baniel  B.  Wright,  B. 
Hendley  S.  Bennett,  B. 
William  Barksdale,  B. 

William  A.  Lake,  K.  X. 
John  A.  Quitman,  B. — 5. 

Louisiana. 

George  Eustis,  Jr.,  K.  X. 
Miles  Taylor,  B. 

Thomas  G.  Bavidson,  B. 
John  M.  Sandidge,  B. — 4. 

Ohio. 

Timothy  C.  Day, 

John  Scott  Harrison,  K.  X. 
Leicis  D.  Cayjiphtli,  K.  X. 
Matthias  II.  JVichohf 
Richard  Mott., 

J.  Rejce  IS'hriej  K.  X. 

Samuel  GaUoicoy,  K. 

^lohn  Shfryyian,  K. 

, Fhilemon  Bl !.<■<, 

lyUliam  R.  Sapp,  K.  X. 
EJ.icard  Ball,  K.  X. 
Charles  J.  Albriyht^  K.  X. 
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Ohio — ( Continued.) 

Aaron  Harlan^  K.  N.-  Benjamin  F.  Leiter,  K. 

Jhntjarni.i  Stanton,  K.  N,  Fdward  ]\ade, 

Cooper  K.  ]PVr<Vw7,  K.  N.  • * Joshua  R.  Giddings, 

Oscar  d\  M(njre,  K.  N.  John  -.4.  Bingham,  K. 

Yalcntlne  B.  Jlorion,  K.  N. 


ITonr}'  C.  Enrcett,  D. 

»lulia  r.  Canjpbell,  K.  N. 
Warner  L.  Underwood,  K.  N. 
Albert  U.  Talbott,  D. 

Joshua  If.  Jewett,  Lb 


Kentucky. 

John  M.  Elliott,  U. 
Humphrey  Marshall,  K. 
Alexander  K.  IMarshall, 
Leander  M.  Cox,  K.  N- 
Samuel  E.  Swope,  K.  N, 


Albert  G.  Watkins, H. 
William  II,  Sneed,  K.  N. 
Samuel  A.  Smith,  H. 
J.'.hn  IL  Savage,  D. 

^ Charles  Heady,  K.  N. 


Tennessee. 

George  Yd . Jone^,  D. 
John  Y.  AVright,  D. 
Felix  K.  Zollicotier,  K. 
Emerson  Etheridge,  K.  1 
Thomas  Ilivers,  K.  JX, 

Indiana. 


Smith  i^Iillcr,  D. 

William  If.  English,  D. 
George  G.  Uuun,]; 

Wdjiarti  Citmhack,  K.  N. 
Jjjiid  F.  Ilolloicai/,  K.  N. 
Barhour,  K.  N. 


Harvey  H.  Scoft.t 
Daniel  dJace,  K.  N. 
ScJiugler  Colfax.,  K.  N. 
Samuel  Brenton,  K.  N. 
John  U.  rettit.—\l. 


Illinois. 


FriJin  B.  Washhurn, 
James  II.  Woodicorth, 

Je.uc  O.  Xorton,  K.  N. 
Janas  Knox.  K.  N: 

W ilham  A.  Kichardson,  D. 


Luther  *M.  Kennet,  K.  N. 
Gilchrist  Porter, §. 

James  J.  Lind  ley,  K.  N. 
Mordecai  Olivei/"^'  D. 


Thomas  L.  Harris,  D. 
James  C.  Allen,  D. 


Samuel  S.  Marshall,  D. 


Missouri. 


John  G.  Miller, 

John  S.  Phelps,  I). 
Samuel  Caruthers,"*  D.' 


Arkansas. 


Alfred  B.  Greenwood,  D. 


Albert  Bust,  D.— 2. 


N. 

i.—2i. 

N. 

K.  N. 
,—10. 


N. 

X. 

-10. 


■9. 


YIdlinm  A.  Ilaicard,  K.  N. 
JIcnrg  Waldron,  K.  N. 


Michigan. 


David  S.  Walhridge,  K.  N- 
George  M.  Peck,  1).— 4. 
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Florida. 


Augustas  E.  Maxwell,  D. — 1. 
Texas. 


Lemuel  D*.  Evans,  K.  N. 


P.  H.  Bell,  D.— 2. 


Iowa. 


Augustus  Hall,  D. 


James  TliorinQton ^ K.  N. — 2. 


MHsconsix. 


Daniel  Wells,  Jr.,  D. 
Cadv:alader  C.  Washhurne, 


Charles  B illln gliurst. — 3 . 


California, 


James  W.  Denver,  D: 


Philip  T.  Herbert,  D. — 2. 


Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Minnesota. 


Henry  M.  Kice. — 1. 

Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 
Joseph  Lane. — 1. 

Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Kew  Mexico. 
Jose  Manuel  Gallegos. — 1. 

Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Utah. 
John  M.  Bernhisel. — 1. 

Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Washington. 
J.  Patton  Anderson.— rl. 

Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 


• Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Nehrasha. 


John  W.  Whitfield.— 1. 


Bird  B.  Chapman. — 1. 


K.  N. — Know  Nothings.  D. — Democrats.  Those  in  italics  voting  for  Banks. 

— Formerlj  Whigs.  f — Voting  t'lr  J.  L.  Orr.  t — Whigs  voting  for  Pennington. 

I — 'Whig  voting  for  Fuller. 
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THE  PriTLAHELPIITA  HETEROGENEOUS  PSEUDO 

KILKENNY  CONVENTION,  EEERUxVRY  THE  22d,  1856. 

The  Knov/  Nothing  party,  from  every  locality,  met  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia on  the  22d„  day  of  February,  1856,  pursuant  to  orders,  and  put  forth  the 
following  ticket : 

For  President,  MILLARD  FILLMORE,  of  New  York, 

F.or  Vice  President,  ANDREW  JACKSON  donelson,  of  Tennessee. 

]\Ir.  Fillmore,  Gen.  Sam  Houston,  of  Texas,  and  John  M.  Clayton,  of  Del- 
aware, are  the  triumvirate  that  is  said  to  have  first  organized  the  Know  Noth- 
ing party  in  the  United  States;  consequenll}’,  one  of -the  three  had  to  receive 
the  nomination  for  President;  and  as  5Ir.  Fillmore  had  absented  himself  from 
the  scenes  of  political  broils,  on  a tour  to  Europe,  he  was  thought  to  be  the 
most  available  to  catch  the  votes  of  old  line  Whigs,  anti-Cuba  and  fishy  Demo- 
crats. We  shall  not  pretend  to  raise  the  hackneyed  cry  of  abolition  against 
Mr.  Fillmore ; but  suffice  it  to  say,  that  a recurrence  to  his  votes  whilst  a 
member  of  Congress,  his  Erie  letter,  his  reprieve  of  two  negro-stealers  whilst 
President,  and  his  nomination  without  a platform — with  nothing  to  bind  him — 
without  a pledge  to  carry  out;  all  go  to  show  that,  if  elected,  he  will  adopt  a 
programme  most  suited  to  his  taste,  and  to  the  tastes  of  the  innumerable  isuis 
that  will  evidently  rally  to  his  support. 

To  show  that  Andrew  Jackson  donelson,  the  candidate  upon  this  Kilkenny 
ticket  for  the  Vice  Presidency,  regarded  Mr.  Fillmore  unsound  upon  the  subject 
I of  slavery,  as  late  as  the  spring  of  1851,  we  have  only  to  introduce  what  An- 
drew Jackson  donelson  says  upon  that  subject  whilst  editor  of  the  Union.  , 

We  copy  from  the  Washington  Union,  May  the  17th,  1851. 

MR.  FILLMORE  AND  ABOLITION. 

The  special  organ  complains  of  our  allusion  to  the  part  which  Mr.  Fillmore 
acted  on  the  abolition  cjuestion,  alleging  that  in  the  last  election,  “ it  was  (he 
sUiptp.  (ij  stump  speeches  and  party  resolutions,  and  ihe  American  people  elect- 
ed Mr.  I diraore  to  the  Vice  Fresideney  in  .sj)ile  of  it.’’  According  to  the 
logic  of  the  special  organ,  the  statute  of  limitations  exculpates  entirely  the 
agency  of  the  Whig  party  in  giving  birth  and  dignity  to  political  xknti-Slavery 
in  order  to  secure  the  election  of  General  Taylor  and  Mr.  Fillmore,  but  mifst 
be  interpreted  in  the  very  opposite  sense  when  it  suits  its  convenience  to  assert 
that  the  ^Democratic  party  is  responsible  for  the  Buffalo  platform,  aud  for  the 
couibinatioa  vrhich  elected  3Ir.  Sumner  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
Thi.s  kind  of  logic  will  not  do,  and  is  so  contrary  to  the  rules  of  common  sense, 
Ihat^we^are  inclined  to  thii.k  it  is  only  a way  the  special  organ  has  of  manifest- 
ing its  ill-will  that  two  su  ,h  distinguished  members  of  the  cabinet  as  Mes.srs. 
Webstf^r  and  Corwin  should  have  ie.G  us  some  records  oa  the  subject  which 
uiaee  the  true  Ionic  one  ot  the  qualities  that  must  ever  be  excluded  from  the 
hepmhhc. ^ Did  not  Mr.  Corwin  implore  the  Abolitionists  to  vote  for  IMr.  Fili- 
na ore,  saying,  my  children — my  \Vhi>j  children  ? Did  not  Mr.  )L.5- 

kUr  say  the  same  thiny,  in  substance^  when  he  reproached  the  Bujjalo  plat- 
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form  as  a theft — an  illicit  fahlrig  of  Whhj  proji^orty  ? But  the  special  organ, 
admitting  all  this,  says,  in  substance,  Did  not  the  people,  elect  Me.  Fillmore 
in  spite  (f  it?  And  can  it  he  snpposeA  that  anijthin<j  ichlch  iVr.  Fillmore  did 
before  the  last  election  is  to  have  amp  iceijlu  in  deter niiniivj  his  claims  as  the 
p>resent  candidate  of  the  Whip  part j/  for  the,  Presidenep  ? 

This  is  the  point  which  we  wL-hed  to  see  distinctly  put  by  the  special  organ, 
in  oiaier  tliat  our  readers  ni  iy  not  mistake  the  lame  and  impotent  defence  wiiich 
it  sets  up  for  the  iuvincihilifp  of  the  present  administration.  Instead  of  ma- 
king the  manly  dcclai-atiou  which  the  truth  demands,  that  the  combinatioii  by 
which  Gen.  Taylor  W’as  elected  implicated  the  ^NGiig  party,  both  as  the  author  of 
political  anti-slavery  and  the  benetieiary  of  all  the  results  of  the  power  it  be- 
stowed— instead,  we  say,  of  admitting  what  is  as  clear  as  daylight  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  founding  the  desire  of  3Ir.  Fillmore  to  be  elected  to  the  Presidency 
on  the  iiiaguanimit.y  of  his  countrymen,  wild  nilght.  forgive  such  a-fault  in  the 
presence  of  the  credit  which  is  due  to  him  for  his  conduct  as  the  present  head 
of  the  administration — the  special  organ  prefers  to  persevere  in  charging  un- 
justly the  Democratic  party,  w hich  has  nobly  defied  the  incendiary  spirit  of  ab- 
olition in  all  the  stages  of  its  encroacimient  on  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
land. 

But  if  in  this  respect  the  special  organ  is  nnfortunato,  it  is  not  less  so  in 
maintaining  that  the  election  of  Mr.  Fillmore  to  the  presidency  precludes  an 
inquiry  into  the  objections  which  were  made  to  liim  during  that  canvass.  This 
is  indeed  strange  logic,  whether  applied  to  morals,  laws,  or  polities.  The  wrong 
done  by  individuals  or  parties  is  often  not  really  understood  until  the  authors 
have  been  long  in  possession  of  the  advantage  which  tempted  them  to  commit 
the  wrong.  If  such  logic  were  recognised  by  the  people — if  the  objections 
made  to  the  election  of  an  individual  t<>  the  presidency  are  to  be  considered  as 
invalidated  by  his  success — one  of  the  highest  safeguards  against  the  dangers 
of  party  spirit  would  be  withdrawn.  Such  legic  would  have  kept  John  Quincy 
Adams  in  power;  for  all  the  faults  of  his  administration  were  anticipated,  as 
the  natural  result  of  his  unsound  political  principles,  by  those  who  opposed  his 
election.  Yet  it  did  not  avail  him  to  say  to  the  American  people  that  the  ob- 
jections made  to  bis  re-election  hud  been  disposed  of  by  bis  first  election,  and 
to  plead  that,  if  they  were  true,  the  constituted  authorities  ought  never  to  have 
trusted  him  with  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the  republic. 

We  assure  the  special  organ  that  we  have  no  de.sire  to  profit  by  the  very  bad 
defence  it  makes  for  iMr.  Fillmore,  when  it  tells  us  that  we  ought  not  to  go 
back  to  the  circumstances  which  connect  him  with  the  aboiifion  societies  ; but 
we  insist  upon  it  tliat  common  justice  claims  for  the  democratic  party  the  merit 
of  not  being  responsible  for  the  sins  of  those  societies,  by  whose  influeoce,  we 
feel  authorized  in  saying,  the  whig  ticket  succeeded  at  the  last  election.'  It 
will  not  do  to  answer  this  demand  for  justice  by  saying  that  the  Erie  letter 
^^icas  printed  and  reprinted  ten  thousand  tunes'’  during  the  List  election,  nor 
tlmt  Gen.  Campbell  asserts  that  he  '■dcneic  Jfr.  Fillmore  to  he  as  free  from 
aholition  sentiments  as  anp  mart  in  the  N<jrth.  Gen.  Campbell  cannot  be  pre- 
sumed to  know  Mr.  Fillmore  as  well  as  IMessrs.  Webster  and  Corwin,  whose 
testimony  is  before  the  whole  country,  proving,  beyond  all  doubt  or  dispute, 
that  abolition  and  free-soil  were  the  propertv  of  whiggery,  relied  upon  for  a 
political  purpose,  and  never  abondoned  until  it  was' seen  that  a political  power 
thus  organized  could  not  exist  without  destroying  our  Constitution  and  Union. 

But  it  is  not  alone  on  thi.s  question  of  the  responsibility  of  the  administra- 
tion for  the  evils  of  political  ami-slavery,  that  we  think  the  defence  of  the  special 
organ  will  be,  and  ought  to  be,  unsatisfactory  co  the  country.  ^\  'ncn  we  stated 
facts  proving  the  inadequate  protection  of  our  interests  on  our  Mexican  frontier, 
the  reply  set  up  w'as  that  we  seemed  disposed  to  take  the  side  of  the  M-uxican 
govemment ; or  that  at  be.^c,  ail  that  could  be  made  out  of  that  fact  that 
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a democratic  Congress  bad  left  the  War  Department  without  means  for  the  next 
fiscal  vear,  which  fJocs  not  commence  until,  the  fir.<t  of  J nf>j  next.  All  the  moans 
were  granted  that  were  asked  for  during  the  past  two  years;  and  yet  the  fron- 
tier was  not  defended  during  that  time,  and  the  singular  excuse  is  given  that 
the  appropriations  for  the  estimates  of  the  next  year  were  not  what  the  heads 
of  bureaus  had  desired.  What  relation  could  there  be  between  such  appropria- 
tions and  the  depredations  of  Indians  that  had  oecurred  a year  before,  and  to 
prevent  which  there  had  been  the  most  ample-means  provided  by  Congress? 

Who  is  ANDDEW  JACKSON  donelson  ? The  adopted  son  of  President 
Jackson  ? No  I Far  from  it.  xkNDREW  JACKSON”  donelson  is  the  ne- 
phew, if  we  are  correctly  informed,  of  the  wife  of  President  .Jackson,  and  was 
named  for  the  express  purpose  of  inheriting  the  estate  of  General  Jackson; 
hut  Old  Hickory  not  fancying  the  gentleman,  adopted  Andrew  Donelson,  also  a 
nephew  of  his  wife,  and  had  his  name  changed  from  Andrew  Donelson  to  An- 
drew Jackson,  Jr.  Therefore  Andrew  Jackson,  Jr.,  inherited  the  whole  of 
the  Old  Hero’s  estate,  and  is  now  quietly  residing  at  the  Hermitage.  AN- 
DREW JACKSON”  donelson  (of  Tulip  Hill)  is  no  more  the  adopted  son  of  Pre- 
sident Jackson  than  a man  unborn,  but  on  the  other  hand,  is  a pompous  renegade 
of  great  pretensions,  wnth  the  faculty  of  presumptiQQ  developed  at  the  expense 
cf  ail  the  rest  of  the  bumps. 


CONCLUDING  EEMARKS. 

In  the  foregoing  compilation  of  political  matter,  we  have  thought  it  unneces. 
sary  in  the  majority  of  instances,  to  make  any  prefatory  remarks,  as  the  whole 
object  has  been  to  present  and  preserve  such  articles,  letters  and  speeches  as 
Were  elielted  during,  antecedent  and  subsequent  to  the  great  fight  of  the 
South  against  Know  Nothingisra.  Some  portions  of  the  work  will  show  the 
consequeuces  and  disorganized  r.tate  of  things  resulting  from  the  influence  of 
Know  NethiDg'.-:m;  whilst  other  parts  are  designed  for  reference  in  the  approach. 
H)g  Presidential  election  ; and  to  show  that  the  Democratic  party  is  the  only 
palladium  of  this  great  Republic. 
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THE  QUAETEIILY  LAAV  JOUKNAL, 

EJilcd  by  A.  E.  GUIGON,  of  ilie  EachrnoQd  Bar. 

CoNTniouTORp  AVni.  Groen,  of  Culfopor ; Judge  J.  W.  Erockenbrough  ; Prof.  J. 
B.  Aliiior,  University  of  Virginia;  Gustavus  A.  Myers  ; AV.  T.  Joynes,  author  cf 
Essav  on  Limitations;”  J.  AI.  Alathews,  author  of  tiio  “Guide  to  Commi<t- 
sions  in  Chancery”  and  the  “ Digest  of  the  Laws  of  Virginia;”  G.  AV.  Read, 
author  of  “Probate  of  AVills;”  A.  PL  Sands,  autlior  of  “ PTistory  of  Suit  in 
PPiuity,”  and  other  professional  gentlemen  of  well-known  ability  and  learniugj 
have  agreed  to  contribute  to  the  columns  cf  the  Jcurnal. 

The  undersigned  commenced  on  the  1st  of  January,  1S56,  the  pubJicarion  of  a 
Law  Jourrui!.  The  want  of  such  a work,  containing  material  of  peculiar  interest 
and  importance  to  the  Bar  of  A^irginia  and  of  other  Southern  and  Western  States, 
has  been  long  felt  and  frequently  expressed,  and  more  than  ooe  publisher  has  been 
soli'Aied  to  undertake  its  publication. 

The  undersigned,  thervf  re,  believing  that  such  a periodical  would  be  not  cnlvim- 
])oriant  and  useful,  hut  would  mcetpvitli  a ready  support  from  the  bar,  leas  undera- 
ktn  to  supt'dy  the  desideraium.  The  bar  of  Pennsylvania.  Aevr  A'cyrk  and  Ala-fa- 
ctiusetts,  have,  for  some  few  years  past,  supported  the  puhiicatinn  of  such  journals. 
Why  shc.uld  not  the  barristers  of  A'irgmia  and  of  the  South  and  AA'esi  have  theirs.^ 
A journal  which  they  tnay  call  their  own,  and  in  the  pages  of  which  they  will  find 
]n*v  more  peculiarly  affecting  their  actual  daily  practice. 

To  meet  this  want,  it  is  designed  to  publish  such  matters  as  wull  be  of  value  to 
Virginia  and  the  practitioners  of  the  Southern  and  Western  States,  and  in  confor- 
rnipv  to  this,  I would  call  attention  to  the. following  features  which  I propose  to  in- 
corp  nate  in  the  Journal. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  designed  to  Pimish  reports  of  decisions  made  by  the  Fede- 
ral Cour's  held  in  this  City — by  the  District  and  Circuit  Courts  of  the  State,  a^'d 
r.'pc’rts  r f decisions  made  by  the  Special  Court  of  Appeals,  and  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Appeals  in  cases  of  interest  and  importance. 

'Die  cari'tT  numbers  will  contain  a complete  digested  index  of  the  reports  of  Grat- 
tan and  will  be  so  paged  that  it  may  be  bound  up  separate  when  complete. 

F.nuh  number  of  the  Journal  will  coniain  a chapter  or  more  of  the  R,evisors*  Re- 
P'T's.  with  their  notes,  and  with  such  alterations  of  the  Code  of  Virginia  as  have 
} ma<hMw  statutory  enactments  since  the  year  1ST9.  This  comnaoicn  to  the 
Ci.de  wii!  al'O  be  so  page-vi  and  printed  that  it  may  be  bound  up  uniform  with  the 
Ci  de.  The  importance  of  these  Reports  is  well  known  by  members  cf  the  profes- 
svm  wlio  have  had  occasion  to  consult  liiem,  as  shedding  light  upon  the  provisions  of 
the  Code. 

Tticre  whit  ccc  isionally  introduced  forms,  of  utility  to  practitioners.  Clerks  of 
C.  nrts.  Conveyancers  and  others. 

For  the  rest,  the  Journal  will  contain  the  usual  matter  of  such  publications  ; the 
reports  cf  new  and  important  decisions  in  other  Stafes,  (especiallv  the  South- 
ern and  Western,)  essays  on  interesting  legal  subjects,  and  occasional  biographies  cf 
tli  ’-e  distinguished  memberji  of  the  bar,  now  deceased,  Avho,  in  their  dav  and  gene- 
r.ati  >n,  won  f r it  merited  distinction  and  honor,  and  whose  memories, culpably  neg- 
by  ilicir  descendants,  live  only  in  tradition. 

The  work  is  published  quarterly,"  on  good  white  paper,  each  number  containing 
over  195  pages,  Svo. 

AM  v/ho  are  disposed  to  favor  this  enterprise,  will  please  forward  their  names  im- 
ruf'diatelv. 

Nt‘’w  Ejuks,  when  forwarded  to  the  Publisher,  will  be  noticed  according  to  their 
merits. 

TLRMvS — So  per  year — >ix  copies  for  S25.  Liberal  commission  allowed  to  all 
who  will  act  as  agents. 

specimen  number  will  be  sent  to  any  one  who  will  apply. 

Cards  iaseried  12  months  for  $5  00,  longer  advertisements  in  proportion. 

J,  AV.  RANDOLPH,  Bookseller  and  Publisher, 

* No.  121,  Alain  Street,  Richmond,  A* a. 
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WYTHF/S  VIRGINIA  REPORTS. 


Decisions  of  Cases  i.n  Virgiaia,  by  the  IliGiIi  Court  of  Chancery,  Y/ith  remarks  upon 
decrees  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  reversing  some  of  those  decisions,  by  Ceorge 
Wythe,  Chanceilor  of  said  court.  Second  and  only  complete  edition.  With  a 
iMemoir  of  the  Author,  Analysis  of  the  Cases,  and  an  Index,  iiy  B.  B.  dlinor.  L.B. 
And  with  an  Ap[>endix,  containing  references  to  cases  in  Pari  Alateria,  an  E'^say 
on  Lapse,  Joint  Tenants  and  Tenants  in  Common,  icc.,  kc.,  by  Wrn.  Green,  Esq. 
Svo.  sheep,  s 4. 

' All  of  the  old  editions  of  this  work  are  imperfect,  and  yet  copies  have  been  sold  at 
auction  as  high  as  S 10,  such  has  been  the  demand  for  it. 

JN'ew  and  oniy  compiete  edition. 

Published  by 

J.  W.  RANDOLPH. 


JUATHEWS’  GUIDE. 


A Guide  to  Commissioners  in  Chancery,  with  practical  forms  for  the  discharge  of 
their  duties  ; adapted  to  the  new  Code  of  Virginia,  by  James  JL  Alathews,  Attor- 


ney at  Law,  aulhcT  of  “ Diuest  of  the  I,aws  of  Virginia. 
Evei-y  Commissioner  should  have  a copy  of  the  work.  * 

, ..  ’ Published  by 


ivo.  shet 


2 53. 


J.  W.  RANDOLPH. 


flENING  AND  MUNFORD’S  VIRGINIA  REPORTS. 

New  edition.  4 vols.  Svo\  sheep,  S 20. 

Report.':  of  Cases  argued  and  determiued  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Appeals  of  Vir- 
ginia, with  select  ca^es,  relating  chiefly  to  points  of  practice  decided  by  the  Superior 
Chaivcerv  for  the  Richmond  district ; by  \Vm.  VC.  Hening  and  Wm.  Jlunforii.  A 
new  edition,  with  memoir.s  of  tiie  judges  whose  deci.sions  are  reported  : the  present 
rules  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  of  the  Chancery  Court  in  Richmond  ,*  references 
to  the  subseque.nt  decisions  of  tiie  Court  of  Appeals,  and  to  existing  statutes  in  pari 
materia,  with  the  points  herein  reported,  and  a list  of  the  cases  over-ruled,  edited 
by  R.  B.  Minor,  L.B. 

Published  by 

J.  W.  RANDOLPH. 


RULES  OF  THE  COURTS. 

Rules  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  from  its  establishment  to  the  present  lime.  Also, 
Rules  of  the  District  Courts  of  Fredericksburg  and  Williamsburg.  Svo.  paper,  12c. 
The  only  complete  edition. 

Published  by 

J.  W.  RANDOLPH. 


NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  VIRGINIA. 


The  Westover  ?vTannscrip;s,  containing  a Historv  of  the  Dividing  betwixt 
Virg  nia  and  .North  Carolina  : a Journey  to  the  Laud  of  Eden  ; A.  D.  17:33  : a Pro- 
gress to  the  Mines  ; written  from  172S  to  173'3,  and  now  first  publisiied  : by  Wiliiani 
Byrd,  of  Westover.  Svo.  boards,  S 1 25. 

For  sale  by 


J.  W.  RANDOLPH. 
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PLANTATION  BOOK. 


Plnntation  and  Farm  Instrucfion,  Fvcgnlation,  E^T'ord,  Inventory  and  AccouDt  Book, 
for  the  use  of  Manaf,''ers  of  Estates  aod  for  the  belter  ordering  and  manarrement 
of  plantation  and  iiirm  business  iu  every  particular.  By  a Southern  Planter. 
“ Or-der  is  heaven’s  first  law.”  4!o.,  hfi  roan,  $2. 

Tins  Book  is  by  one  of  the  best  and  most  systentatic  farmers  in  Virginia,  and  ex- 
periem-eJ  farmers  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  those  who  use  it  will  save  hun- 
dreds of  dulhars. 

Published  by  J.  W.  RANDOLPH.  . 


RUFFIN  ON  AIANURES. 

An  Essay  on  Calcareous  Manures,  by  Edmund  Euffin,  a practical'Farmer  of  Vir^rinia 
fiom  1312  : Founder  and  sole  Editor  of  the  Farmers’ Register  ; lUemberand  secre- 
tary of  the  former  Slate  Board  of  Agriculture  : formerly  Agricultural  Surveyor  of 
the*  State  of  South  Carolina  ; and  president  of  the  Virginia  State  Agricultural 
Society.  Fifth  edition,  amended  and  eniarged.  Fine  edition,  8vo.,  printed  on 
good  paper,  and  strongly  bound,  library  style,  ^2  ; cheap  edition,  12mo.,  muslin, 
§ 1 25. 

Published  by  - ' J.  W.  RANDOLPH. 

Richmond,  Va. "" 


JEFFERSON’S  NOTES. 


Notes  on  the  State  of  Virginia.  By  Thomas  Jeffersoa.  Illustrated  with  a map  of 
Virginia,  MarOand,  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania.  A New  Edition,  prepared  by 
the  Author,  containing  many  Notes  and  Plates  never  before  published.  Svo.  mus- 
lin, §2  50. 

Published  by  J.  W.  RANDOLPH. 


CAMPBELL’S  VIRGINIA. 

Introduction  To  the  History  of  the  Colony  and  Ancient  Dominion  of  Virginia,  by 
Charles-  Campbell.  Svo.  muslin,  S 1 50. 

“ Mr.  Campbell’s  History  of  Virginia  is  presented  to  the  public  in  a very  ur pretend- 
ioil  form,  and  is  written  in  a clear,  agreeable  and  manly  style,  without  affectation, 
Avith  new  and  elaborate  conceits  of  expression,  and  defaced  by  no  ambitious  and  de- 
liberate flights  of  rhetoric.  The  subject  is  a good  one,  and  it  is  treated  as  if  the  au- 
thi-r  felt  assured  of  its  intrinsic  attractions.  He  has  evidently  scrutinized  the  appro- 
priate evidences  in  their  sources,  and  the  reader  may  repose  with  confidence'in  ais 
statements.” — North  Amer.  Review. 

Published  by 

J.  W.  RANDOLPH. 


VIRGINIA  DEBATES  OF  1798. 


The  Virginia  Report  of  1799-lSOO,  touching  the  Alien  and  Sedition  Laws,  tog.^tb- 
er  w.ih  the  Virginia  Rf  solutions  of  December  21,  1703,  the  debate  aod  proceec- 
ings  thereon  iu  the  House  of  Deiegate.s  of  Virginia,  and  several  other  documents 
illustrative  of  the  Report  and  Resolutions.  New  edition.  8vo.  half  calf,  S 1 50. 

Published  by 

J.  W.  RANDOLPH. 
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